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SPECIAL NOTICE.

We shall be obliged if our friends will kindly note that all 
communications intended for ‘ Light ’ or for the London 
Spiritualist Alliance should henceforth be addressed to 110, 
St. Martin’s-lane, London, W.C.

to inherit eternal life ? ’ Behave yourself, enlarge your being 
increase your power of usefulness, learn to feel the woes of 
others, catch the secret bf the spring-time ; grow, bud, bloom, 
and bear fruit.

We must believe in the eternal life, because we believe in 
eternal verities. We shall be immortal in so far as we stand for 
eternal realities.

We may not believe in that bodily resurrection which the 
orthodox creeds assert, but we do believe in the uprising spirit 
and the eternal progress typified in the valley and on the hill­
slope, partially realised in the career of humanity, promised by 
all the prophets of God past and present, and testified to by all 
the seers of the race. The Easter of the risen body is a feeble 
solo sung by a sect or a creed. The Easter of the uprising soul 
is a grand chorus of all the nations of the world.

NOTES BY THE WAY.

We do not expect it yet, but we must occasionally 
suggest that a little more serious fair-play would not be 
regarded as misapplied. From the newspapers which live 
on their daily supply of nonsense, more or less spiteful, we 
expect nothing. It is their business to sport the cap 
and bells, or to shy half a brick at anything over-serious : 
and, as Mr. Gilbert says, ‘They do it very well? But 
there are journals and reviews that profess and practise 
seriousness : and to these we appeal. We ask no favours; 
we only ask for rudimentary fair-play,—and the sober 
acquisition, by our critics, of a little elementary knowledge 
of our subject, and of the thoughtful persons connected 
with the study of it.

Mr. Stead, in * Borderland,’ reminds us of £ the sensible 
appeal which Professor Lodge has addressed to Spiritual­
ists, to cease their jibing at scientific men and the 
Psychical Research Society.’ That is Mr. Stead’s way of 
putting it: but we thought the ‘ jibing ’ was rather on the 
other side. We take up the first thing that occurs to us,— 
Mr. Andrew Lang’s sportive but acute and believing book 
on £ Cock Lane and Common Sense ’—and what do we 
find? This, for instance; £Mr. Stainton Moses became 
editor of a journal named “ Light ”: he joined the 
Psychical Society, but left it when the Society pushed 
materialism so far as to demonstrate that certain profes­
sional mediums were convicted swindlers.’ Mr. Lang may 
call that banter: we call it an extremely bad case of 
jibing,—bad enough if the victim were here to reply, but 
rather cruel in the circumstances, for the broad suggestion 
(or assertion) is that Mr. Stainton Moses resented the 
detection of swindlers ;—an odious charge.

Well: all we say is, we want to be relieved from this 
kind of nonsensical innuendo, or pernicious unfairness.

A writer in £The New Unity ’ brightens its pages with 
the following Easter thoughts on £The Eternal Life’ :—

The eternal life is a quality rather than a quantity. It must 
he measured by intensity, not by duration.

The power in the life of Jesus is explained by the words 
‘love ’ and ‘helpfulness.’ The eternal life to Him was the life 
with God then and there, by the sea-shore, on the mountain 
side, in the busy city, anywhere, everywhere. ‘ What shall I do

The following reflections may serve as a reply to several 
correspondents :—One of our great advantages is that we 
stand at the centre, and have at least the opportunity of 
seeing how £ all things work together for good.’ It is not 
always easy, even for the Spiritualist, to see wisdom and 
mercy at the heart of all. For the Materialist it must 
often be impossible. We keep far-reaching accounts with 
God, and see and understand that this life is only one 
stage, and an early one,—a scene of discipline, perhaps of 
soul-creation in the larger sense. Hence, many things 
that seem evil have in them, to our eyes, a soul of good.

This explains the strange blending of human freedom 
and binding, the clashing of temptation and responsibility. 
How else could the discipline be secured, the lesson 
learned ? The terrible fight is necessary for us, and the 
really sorrowful thing is that none of us know how we 
stand with vital goodness until the time of trial comes. 
It may, therefore, be better to be greatly tried, to have to 
struggle, to fall and rise again, than to miss the awful 
wrestling with the evil, and seem (perhaps only £ seem ’) to 
pass through, unscathed and clean.

On this subject, £ The Christian Metaphysician ’ has the 
following wise thoughts :— o o

The poor thief in his prison cannot tell whether he is a 
better man than before, until he again has liberty to steal ; the 
drunkartl not until again the drink is within his reach ; the 
idle, not till he has no need to work for his bread ; the merely 
respectable, not until they can conceal their actions from the 
scrutiny of their neighbours ; nor the young man or woman who 
have been made only to go in certain grooves, until they find 
themselves off the line, or till some one has forgotten to wind 
them up, while the large number who are kept within safe and 
decent limits by the law of the land are equally far from good­
ness, till they have tried what it is to live beyond the police­
man’s beat, or the magistrate’s jurisdiction.

I declare, therefore, that liberty is the first essential of 
goodness, and is for real goodness sake that we have to pay the 
penalty of the first consequences of liberty. If we are to become 
good at all, we can only become good of onr own free choice, and 
we cannot intelligently choose between right and wrong until 
we have tried both and know what we are doing. Such a choice 
involves not merely the evils we see around us to-day and in 
our own land, but all those frightful and unmentionable horrors 
through which our race has passed, before society could be even 
possible.
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The Heber Newton sermon, from which we lately 
quoted, contains a passage of extreme keenness concerning 
our derided messages, and the terrible law which holds 
every spirit to its place until £ the uttermost farthing’ is 
paid. It should be circulated far and wide

As with the intellectual life of man, so with his moral 
character. He is the same man after death as before. The 
ordinary, orthodox conception of the hereafter is of a division 
between two worlds, the realm of the good and the realm of the 
bad. The whole conception is thoroughly artificial and un­
natural. There is no such chasm between men here. Neither 
is there in the world beyond, so far as we can learn. The bad 
in men works itself out in the development of character. 
Through it men punish themselves.

The ordinary thought of the ghost-haunting of popular tradi­
tion finds its philosophical explanation jn the literature of this 
subject, in the belief that it is those spirits who have not risen 
above the earth plane who still haunt the region of their old 
lives. Like gravitates to like there as here. If a man has not 
risen above the plane of materiality here, he will not be far 
above it when he passes into the life beyond. What a condi­
tion this suggests to those who, from mere curiosity, seek com­
munication with the unseen spheres ! They may, however, if 
there be any reality in this belief, find dark possibilities which 
will make very lurid the ancient tales of demoniac possession. 
One of the best-known women in the country writes over her 
own name of how certain spirits came to her from the other 
world and gave pitiful accounts of their remorse as they looked 
back to earth and realised now for the first time their grave 
responsibilities in the neglect to use aright the wealth entrusted 
to them upon the earth. One of the elders of the Shaker 
settlement at Lebanon within a few months reported that the 
spirit of John Calvin came to him. You will recall that one 
great stain upon Calvin’s character is his burning of Servetus, 
that brilliant heretic who ventured within the reach of the grim 
master of Geneva and paid the penalty of his daring at the 
stake. As the Shaker elder reports, the spirit of Calvin told 
him that he had not as yet succeeded in finding Heaven ; that 
wherever he had turned, seeking the blessed regions, he was 
confronted with the direction to find out Servetus and obtain 
his forgiveness before he could enter. If this story is not true 
to fact, it is true to something deeper than fact.

Mr. Moses Hull seems to keep them alive all the time 
in America. He may not always speak in what some 
people, perhaps a little insipidly, call f perfect taste/ but 
he appears to have a striking faculty for going right to the 
centre and hitting hard, or for pulling up the blinds and 
opening the windows.

At a great gathering lately held in Boston, he was the 
principal speaker. Though very unconventional and a 
radical, he seems to love texts. Here is one of the Boston 
ones, and his leading thought upon it:—

‘ He took me out of a horrible pit, and out of the miry clay, 
and hath set my feet upon a rock and put a new song in my 
mouth.’ If Spiritualism has not done all that, I do not know 
anything that has. If you can think of any more horrible pit 
in all the Universe than the hells that we believed in, and a 
good many of us lived in, when we were in Orthodoxy, I do not 
know where you will go to find it.

We very gladly notice in ‘The People’s Journal’ (a 
Scotch newspaper with an enormous circulation) an 
extremely appreciative notice of ‘ Spiritualism in Glasgow.’ 
From beginning to end of the Article, running through a 
column and a-half, there is not an unkind nor a silly 
sentence,—a rare occurrence 1 The bulk of the matter 
consists of interviews with or notices of Mr. James Robert­
son, Mr. David Duguid, Miss MacCreadie, and Mr. David 
Anderson, all of whose portraits are given. We congratu­
late the Spiritualists of Glasgow upon receiving such an 
excellent advertisement, and * The People’s Journal ’ upon 
its wholesome sense of justice and good sense.

Melbourne, Australia.—‘ Light ’ may be obtained from 
Mr. W. H, Terry, Austral Buildings, Collins-street East,

SPIRIT TEACHINGS.

By Automatic Writing through the Hand of 
W. Stainton Moses.

THIRD SERIES.

[Mr. F. W. H. Myers having kindly sent me, by permission of 
the executors of Mr. Stainton Moses, three volumes of 
automatic writing given through his mediumship, I wish to 
preface the third series of ‘ Teachings ’ by saying that as 
much of the matter which has now come into my posses­
sion has already appeared in ‘ Spirit Teachings/ ‘ Spirit 
Identity/ and in former numbers of ‘ Light/ the messages 
I am now deciphering will necessarily, in places, be dis­
connected in order to avoid needless repetition. Further­
more, absolute continuity is impossible, as the messages are 
written in so small a hand that even with the aid of a 
magnifying glass I cannot decipher all the passages, and the 
peculiarity of some of the writing adds to the difficulty.^ 
M. Speer.]

No. LXI.

January 20th, 1874.

Can you tell me the reason of my feeling so ill ?
We are trying to relieve you. Remain in quiet to­

morrow.
But I must go to University College.
No, no. Remain here. You will be able to work 

next day there.
Has the sitting hurt me ?
No, not that. You will not be harmed.
Who is it that writes f
+ Rector. Cease. Farewell.

Good friend, I wish you good success in all your efforts. 
I have watched you with joy. Our friend will make good 
his promises. Fear not.

Tiio., Sodor and Man ; on earth, Tho. Wilson.

Are you Bishop Wilson ? 
I am he. I salute you. 
Have you any message ? 
God speed. I have only come at Imperator’s wish. 

Pray, friend, for grace. The good angels guard thee. 
The saints keep thee. Farewell. Tho. W.

J

No. LXII.

Wednesday, January 2 1st.

I wanted to ask the Bishop some questions.
He is not now with you.
What brought him ?
The Chief.
But he said nothing : gave no facts.
His writing will show his truth. It was executed by 

us at his will, and is the sign which he used on earth.
Do you mean the signature ?
The handwriting.
Is it a facsimile 2
Well nigh, friend. Compare it.
I will try and get some.
Do so. Keep quiet now, lest you harm yourself. We 

will endeavour to meet you to-night.
But is not sitting bad for me ?
We do not advise that which is bad. We are striving 

to aid, not to injure you.
I dread those rough physical manifestations. I fancy 

they injure me. I always feel disturbed after them.
They were owing to the changes lately made. The 

manifesting spirits did not know as Mentor knew. They
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will gradually acquire moderation; and meantime you will 
uot be injured. Be calm and quiet. Cease, cease.

+ Rector.
Prophet.

No. LXIIL /
A

Monday, January 26th. -
I want to ask about the vision of yesterday. TFas I 

mistaken in sibpposing that I was out of the body ?
No. What you have stated is accurate and true. We 

established the trance in order to enable us to carry out 
our plan. Your spirit was disengaged from the body, and 
what you saw was real. You saw by spirit vision. The 
scene was in the second sphere, and your conductor was 
the Prophet.

The scene seemed to be unfolded instantaneously. I 
remember my astonishment at finding the wall no barrier, 
and instantly, as it seemed, I was in the spirit land.

It was so. The view of your earth body was specially 
given, but the spirit vision was not concerned with the 
gross matter that surrounds you in the earth plane. The 
spirit vision being opened would discern spiritual things 
which now are hidden from your gaze. So the transition 
to you would seem instantaneous. The spirit world is 
round you, though you see it not. Your eyes being opened, 
you saw the things of spirit life, and no longer beheld the 
things of earth life.

Then are the spheres all round us 1
~ The spirit world extends around and about you, and 

interpenetrates what you call space. We wished to show 
I you the reality of its existence.

How was it that I remember so little of my return 2
It was necessary to hurry you back at once to the 

body lest harm should ensue. The danger arose from the 
imperfect conditions.

Suppose anybody had come into the room ?
They would not probably discover the absence of your 

spirit. AVe had so planned that means were taken to 
prevent anyone from entering the room. Had those 
means failed the Chief had provided against the contin­
gency. He would himself have spoken through you, and 
your absence would not have been discovered.

How very curious. But the voice and manner would 
have betrayed me

No ; the Chief would have guarded against that. He 
could have so far spoken in your manner that none but a 
close observer would see the difference; nor would they 
know the cause even if they saw a change.

That opens out a prospect which is not at all clear. A 
spirit has vast power, and might get one into ugly messes ?

We have power that is great, but we are guided in the 
use of it by those who have wisdom and experience. It 
would not be permitted by your guardians that any spirit 
should harm you by experiment. An undeveloped spirit 
so experimenting might indeed cause hurt and mischief, 
but it would not be allowed. All is done with care. You 
will be more readily entranced as your development pro­
gresses. We shall endeavour to show you scenes and 
visions of our land as we are able.

I need not say, be careful. Was it my grandmother 2 
1 thought she was in the fourth sphere.

She has just entered the lowest division of the fourth 
sphere. But she is engaged in a mission of mercy to the 
second sphere. She is a ministering spiiit of love, and 
is tending an afflicted soul, who has lately come out of 
much sorrow to the land of spirit. Therefore she was in 
the second sphere.

Will she return again to me ?
I know not, friend. Cease now. I are well.

Rector.

No. LXIV.
January 29th, 1874.

Can I obtain any information about the vexed question \ 
of materialisation ? \

Friend, we have already said that such materialisation 
as passes current with you is very frequently the result of 
the action of deceptive spirits who counterfeit and trick / 
you. i

But how do they do it ? Is the form the medium’s ?
We cannot reply, save generally. In many cases it is 

so. The medium is entranced, and under spirit influence 
is made to acLa part.

The draperies ? \
They may be materialised, as has been the work of \ 

Mentor ; but when they drape the whole body they would 
usually be brought by the manifesting spirits. The mate*  j 
rialisation of so great a mass is not usual. And it is ■ 
easier for the material spirits to bring with them that / 
which they use. ■

Then the form is, in fact, the medium dressed up by 
lying spirits. \

Friend, in many cases it is so, assuredly. Materialisa- \ 
tion even of small objects is rare and difficult. The drapery 
that envelopes a lamp, a hand, or the like, is readily seen, 
but on a large scale it is not usual. Mentor tells me that 
he is not acquainted with any case of the materialisation 
of a full form amongst you. The spirits who compass 
such manifestations are of the lowest order. They are, as 
you say, undeveloped, and doubtless their pretence is false. 
They are not reliable. It is vain to seek for information 
from them, and they are but the agents of physical 
phenomena. This is ever so with such phenomena as you 
allude to. ■

What does Mentor mean ? Has no form ever been 
materialised ?

Oh, yes; frequently. It was a far more frequent 
thing in olden days. It was known when man realised 
the spirit world more fully, and lived more amongst its influ­
ences. Hundreds of years ago materialisation was possible, 
and did occur. The philosophers of antiquity knew of it. 
The holy and pious men of the Catholic Church knew of 
it, and in America it has occurred, I am informed, in 
modern days.

The case of Mrs. Livermore /
I believe many cases have occurred. But I have not 

special information.
If this be so, then those spirits who perform such mani­

festations must be bad 7
Friend, they are in many cases emissaries of the adver­

saries who counterfeit and discredit our work. In others 
they are not evil but undeveloped. They work out a 
manifestation for their pleasure, and have no intent to 
deceive. They have no consciousness of truth. Such are 
to be avoided. They have vast power over the elements, 
and gain even greater power over their medium, whom 
they govern entirely.

Are the cases of possession recorded in the days of Christ 
of that character ?

They are similar in kind. Such manifestations are 
caused by low and undeveloped agency. In some cases 
we use such for the purpose of laying the foundations on 
which we work; but in most cases the influence is from 
the adversaries. In no case can you depend on such in­
formation as you receive from them, nor is it well to 
encourage personal association with them. Many cases of 
such possession as you name have resulted from a powerful 
medium being unconsciously brought in contact with such 
spirits, who desert their old medium and seize upon and 
possess the new one.
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that they may lower the dignity of the soul, or lead to 
heterodoxy about the future life: some are wild with 
hope? Poor fellow pilgrims ! he seems to say : we are not 
all born seekers of truth: but we all ought to forbear 
repeating * old parrot cries,’ or * to hide our heads in the 
sand and then pronounce an opinion about the clouds?

A VISITOR FROM THE UNITED STATES.

To the Editor of ‘Light? Boston, U.S.A., May 2nd, 1897.
Sir,—Mrs. Clara Watson, Jamestown, N.Y., U.S.A., will 

visit England during the coming summer, and purposes re­
maining there several months. She is one of the most talented 
reform lecturers and writers in the ranks of American Spirit­
ualists, and has done a good work in the section where she 
resides. She is desirous of doing some work for our cause in 
England, not so much for the sake of pecuniary gain as for the 
sake of acquainting herself thoroughly with the present outlook 
and standing of Spiritualism in the United Kingdom.

Should English Spiritualist societies desire this lady’s ser­
vices, arrangements can be made by writing to Mr. J. J. Morse, 
26, Osnaburgh-street, London, from whom they will also learn 
of Mrs. Watson’s arrival in England. We bespeak for our friend 
the proverbial English welcome, for we feel that the acquaintance 
will be mutually pleasant and profitable to all concerned.

Harrison D. Barrett,
Ed. ‘Banner of Light?

[Mrs. Watson will assuredly have a very cordial welcome in 
England. Mt-. Barrett’s endorsement may be relied upon 
as a sufficient guarantee of her quality and capabilities.— 
Ed. 4 Light ’]

A MATERIALISATION SEANCE.

The following communication was sent by Mr. Philip 
Dick, of St. Peter, Minn., U.S.A., to Dr. Alfred R. 
Wallace, who has kindly forwarded it to us for publi­
cation :—

I wish to inform you of a séance I attended in the city of 
Minneapolis in August, 1895. I have studied Spiritualism for 
years, and have read Perty, Carl du Prel, Zollner, Sargent, 
Home, your own work, and a great many others of less note. I 
have also read of all the experiments made by Mr. Crookes, but 
do not know whether he ever had his experiences published in 
a book form.

The seance to which I allude was held at a spiritual camp 
meeting. The building in which it took place was a wooden 
cottage, and consisted of one room about 14ft. by 20ft. It was, 
in fact, simply a square box, with no cupboards of any kind. 
About thirty-five or thirty-six persons attended, about twenty 
men and the rest women, mostly of the intelligent class. I 
myself had one of the front seats, and could see very plainly. 
There was no cabinet ; the medium walked up and down between 
us. She would kneel down and pray, and asked the help of 
spirits to assist those who wished to materialise. We could see 
the form first like a white spot, which would grow to a full-sized 
man, woman, or child. As different spirits came out and called 
for their friends in the audience, the person called for came to 
the front and talked with the spirit for a few minutes, and the 
spirit would then disappear. I saw at least from ten to twelve 
different spirits, and heard them talk with their friends. I have 
been at séances where mediums were tied up in a chair, their 
feet put in a dish of flour, &c., but I never read or saw anything 
like this, where the medium was constantly amongst the 
audience. The doors and windows were fastened from the 
inside, and no one could gain access through them to the room ; 
besides which the room was light enough to allow us to see 
everything. The medium was a Miss Roberts, from Chicago, a 
woman about forty years of age, weighing about one hundred 
and forty pounds ; but she seemed to be a bundle of nerves. 
This is a true statement. I was formerly a materialist of the 
most confirmed type.

NOTICE.

We shall be obliged if our friends will kindly note that all 
communications intended for ‘ Light ’ or for the London 
Spiritualist Alliance should henceforth bo addressed to 110,. 
St. Martin’s-lane, London, W.C.

NEW PHOTOGRAPHS OF PSYCHIC RADIATION,
Obtained by Dr. Luys, of Paris.

Dr. Luys, the well-known authority on cerebral and nervous 
diseases, as on hypnotism, late head physician of the Charite, 
has devoted much time recently to the study of human magnetic 
radiation.

When experimenting in hypnotism he found that many of 
his sensitives developed lucidity of vision, and in that state saw 
the effluvia radiated from man, as described by Reichenbach. 
The right side radiated red, they stated, and the left blue ; 
while a neutral dividing line of yellow descended down the centre 
of the body, between the two poles.*  He caused these sensitives 
to describe the colours presented by a number of hysterical 
patients. A diagram of colours was placed before them, and they 
were told to select therefrom the colours they saw in the 
patients. It was found that the right side of the body, which 
in normal conditions is red, is violet in hysterical patients, the 
other side remaining blue. The blue apparently invades the 
domain of the red and upsets the normal balance. In 
inebriates spots of yellow and grey were shown on the face ; in 
lunatics the right side was yellow instead of blue. In paralysis 
some of the nerves cease to radiate effluvia and remain as grey 
and dull patches.

The poles of a straight bar magnet show radiations of the 
same blue and red colours as do healthy people, while an induc­
tion coil radiates yellow.

Dr. Luys is the inventor of the revolving mirror used in 
hypnotism. Basing himself on the law that like poles repel, 
while opposites attract, he constructed a magnetic crown through 
which to stimulate and equilibrate the deranged polarity of 
hysterical patients, as exhibited in the colours radiated. This 
magnetic crown was, however, found to be dangerous, as it 
absorbed and retained as a condenser the quality of the psychic 
disease of the patients treated, and if placed subsequently on a 
hypnotised subject, caused a representation of the symptoms. 
These facts show the similarity of magnetic with human psychic 
radiations.

The pole of a large bar magnet which attracts and radiates a 
blue field, induces a happy, contented psychic state in sensi­
tives, as was shown by a photograph of three hypnotised girls, 
under that influence. The presentation of the pole which 
radiates red effluvia induced expressions and attitudes of horror 
and repulsion in the same girls, as shown in another photograph.

These statements with regard to magnetic and psychical 
radiations and the colours thereof, being based on descriptions 
made by hypnotised subjects, were received with scepticism by 
the medical world. Dr. Luys, therefore, endeavoured to dis­
cover some confirmatory means of demonstration which would 
be less open to objection, and turned to photography as pre­
senting a mode of indisputable registration.

Dr. Luys then exhibited some most interesting photographs 
of human psychic radiation obtained by placing the fingers on 
the gelatinised side of sensitised plates while in the bath in the 
dark room. The radiation produced fluffy-looking borders round 
the spots made by the fingers. Photographs were shown of im­
pressions produced while in the normal state, and again by the 
same person when hypnotised. The radius of the effluvia was 
much extended in the latter state, and the tone of the whole 
plate was influenced. But most wonderful details were shown 
to exist in the fluffy finger radii, when the spots came to be 
enlarged by several diameters. They were then shown to 
consist of fine radiating lines from which balls issued, and also 
eruptions, having the form of volcanoes, appearing from the 
finger tips.

He had found also that by holding a sensitised plate in front 
of the eye for fifteen minutes in the dark room, an impression 
of a nebulous appearance was produced in the centre of the 
plate.

Dr. Luys has kindly promised to present one or two of the 
above photographs for reproduction in this journal, after having 
presented a paper he is shortly going to read on this subject to 
the Academy of Sciences and to the Biological Society.

Some very beautiful lace-like radiations were produced by 
static electricity from a Wim horst machine, connected with a 
five-franc piece placed in the centre of the plate. Balls were

* The centrifugal neuric radiations from the eyes, nose, cars, breath 
•and fingers, project beyond those of the body. Their intensity is pro­
portionate to the strength of the subject. They cease after death, and 
-disappear almost totally twenty-four hours after.
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shown to be thrown off from the ends of the fine radiating lines 
and appeared to have run over the plate, leaving marks some­
what like those appearing on some of Dr. Baraduc’s plates.

The electricity from batteries gives a different design. The 
impressions effected from a positive, as compared with a negative 
pole, differ also.

Dr. Luys also showed a series of photographs of the emotions 
produced in hypnotic subjects by the presentation of different 
chemical substances, in contact with their right and left mag­
netic fields, or poles, respectively. The same substance pro­
duced entirely different effects when in contact with the 
respective fields, or poles, of the subject Q. V.

‘THE WORK OF THE DEVIL?

By ‘An Old Investigator.’

During the past two thousand years the human race has 
acquired, and has stored up, a vast amount of knowledge. 
From practical every-day experience men are familiar with facts 
which those who were on earth one thousand years ago would 
have considered impossible ; and if a prophet had told them 
these things would be, their remarks would no doubt have been 
curious.

Whilst there has been this great and ever increasing acces­
sion of knowledge, there does not seem to have been much 
change in the human mind during the same period. We know 
more, but we do not reason more accurately. Prejudice, self­
seeking, and folly are as common among the superficially in­
formed, and arrogant self-sufficiency and dogmatic cocksure- 
ness are as rampant among the highly taught, as these 
attributes were two thousand years ago.

When Jesus Christ healed the sick, made the blind to see, 
raised the dead, and cast out devils, learned objectors who had 
advanced as far as to believe thac these facts occurred, stated 
that He cast out devils by Beelzebub.

At the present day, when men have a sufficient amount 
of perception to realise that the facts are too strong and too well 
authenticated to be denied; that spiritual beings can and do com­
municate with man, similar classes of mind at once exclaim/It 
is the work of the devil ! ’

Let us examine, then, how the devil now works.
During many years the progress made in so-called natural 

science, and the continued investigation of material bodies, 
tended to convince many men that matter alone existed, and a 
class of men termed * Materialists’ set themselves up as teachers. 
‘Reason,’it was asserted, was the only God that a sensible 
man ought to worship, and such men claimed that what they 
thought and believed was ‘Reason,’ whilst all who did not 
agree with them were unreasonable.

To these men the Bible was a useful book to keep old 
women and children straight; but to ask a scientific man, gifted 
with reason, to believe that such miracles really occurred as 
were stated in the New Testament to have occurred, was asking 
too much. Some of these men, for the purpose of keeping up 
appearances, would attend a church and called themselves 
Christians ; but the main object of their labours was to accumu­
late money—honestly if they could, but any way to make 
money. The influence of such men, especially on their 
younger companions, was very great, and there was ap­
parently no means by which their convictions could be 
shaken. ‘Let us eat, drink, and be merry, for to-morrow we 
die, and there is an end of us,’ was the belief of such men. It 
is of no consequence what we do, as long as we are not found 

- out, because there is no hereafter, was the conviction of the 
materialist. The orthodox teaching of a large majority of 
clergymen of the Church of England failed to produce the 
slightest influence on minds of this description. What they 
stated was against reason, and they had no more evidence to 
prove they were right than had the materialist. It was all very 
well for the clergy to talk about faith, and so on ; but it was 
their business to do so, it was the means by which they gained 
their living. But the materialist had gone beyond all this ; he 
knew that the so-called next world did not exist, and it was only 
ignorant, unscientific fools who really believed in it.

This was the mental and spiritual condition of thousands, 
who now hold different views. But there were millions of 
people who were in a different condition—who tried to believe 
that at so-called death they were not annihilated; but what 

really occurred when this change took place was a mystery. If 
we had a continued existence, when did this second existence 
commence ? Was it immediately after so-called death, and if 
so, in what form did we appear ? Did we wait until a so-called 
Day of Judgment, and then resume our material bodies! 
Should we recognise in our next life those we had loved in 
this ? Should we in our next state of existence (assuming that 
there was one) know what was going on in this world ? Endless 
questions of this kind would come into the minds of men, but 
from whence were the answers to come ?

The orthodox clergyman would say : ‘ Search the Scriptures 
and have faith. ’ But to a thinking inquirer this reply was evasive 
and unsatisfactory. The writer of this article once had the oppor­
tunity of staying at the house of a valued friend, the rector of 
a parish in Kent, who was a firm Spiritualist, the only other 
visitor in the house being the then Archbishop of Canterbury. 
The questions mentioned above, and many more, were put to 
the Archbishop, and his reply was : ‘We do not know ; we 
cannot tell.’ Since that date several young curates and fashion­
able popular preachers have at once replied to such questions; 
they seemed to know all about our next state of existence ; but 
the curious thing was that scarcely two of them agreed in their 
statements.

What can be of more importance to a reflective man than to 
learn what would be his condition during not only hundreds of 
years, but practically for all time ? He had been told that if he 
believed certain dogmas of the Church, he would be saved, and 
would be in heaven, in a state of blissful repose. If he did not 
believe in these dogmas he would be cast into hell fire and 
tortured everlastingly. To a thinking mind this doctrine did 
not seem to be just. Belief, or unbelief, depends so much on 
the constitution of the mind, and that an unthinking mind 
should believe and hence go to heaven, whilst a more powerful 
and equally honest mind should doubt, and hence be everlast­
ingly tortured, seemed to cast a doubt on the justice of a 
Supreme God.

Whilst such questions troubled the layman, Churchmen were 
squabbling about such childish trifles as the dress to be worn 
during certain ceremonies ; in which direction to face whilst 
reading ; whether candles should or should not be lighted, &c. 
So engrossed were men in these verbose disputes that they 
failed to comprehend that some of the deepest thinkers of the 
day were gradually arriving at the conclusion that there was no 
real proof that men had any existence after death. Some 
people, no doubt, believed that they would have, and had faith 
that annihilation would not ensue ; but belief and faith are 
very different from knowledge and proof.

Matters had drifted into this condition when a report came 
from America that mysterious noises and phenomena were 
occurring in a house at Hydesville ; that these seemed to be 
guided by an intelligence which, by aid of these noises, 
answered questions, made statements, and gave information; 
and that the ’cutest men in America, after the most searching 
investigation, had been convinced that what occurred was not 
the result of trickery. Soon after this it was ascertained that 
there were two or three people in England in whose presence 
phenomena occurred, similar to what had occurred at Hydes­
ville. Persons who seemed to be thus abnormally gifted were 
termed ‘ mediums. By aid of these mediums, persons 
possessing only their five senses set to work to investigate what 
these phenomena meant, and what, if anything, was taught by 
such means.

It was not long before it was found that the intelligences 
which produced these phenomena claimed to be the spirits of 
men who had lived on earth.

This announcement was received with ridicule by the multi­
tude, but, fortunately, there were men who realised that if this 
statement could be proved correct, a discovery more important 
to the human race had been made than if inexhaustible diamond 
and gold mines had been discovered. If it were true that the 
spirit of a man who had lived on earth could communicate, it 
proved:—

1. That it was true that we had a second state of existence.
2. That we did not remain in a state of unconsciousness 

until some remote age, when the Day of Judgment would occur.
3. That if we could communicate with those who had been 

on earth, but were now in the next state, we might gain an 
immense amount of information which the world had nnt 
previously received.
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