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LIGHELT.

In any case. Theosophists and Spiritualists stand on
the same foundation, and ought in every possible way to

recognise that.

This, from the writings of a modern teacher, has great

virtue in it :—

The father who toils to lay up riches for his sons and
daughters and trains them to guard and increase his store,
ignoring or slighting the nobler aims of life, performs a sorry

service.

He gives them the power to satisfy their carnal appe-

tites, but denies them the ineffable sweets that are enjoyed, even
in poverty, by those who lead the intellectual and ethical lite.
And what is power that is not based upon and guided by wisdom
and love ; or fame that does not attach to nobility of soul ?

That is almost fascinating from the Spiritualist’s point
of view, but even he finds how difficult it is when he

attempts to put it into practice.

Truly ¢ the world is too

much with us,” and the world has ¢ performed a sorry ser-
vice’ for us, and so has ¢ Nature,” in so sharply teaching

us to grasp at visible and marketable things.

But here,

as in so many ways, we have to watch Nature and over-

come the world.

The following instances of ancient and modern Seership

are curious ;:—
¢St. Louis CHRONICLE.’

James Holmes, an ice
machine contractor, who regis-
tered at the Southern Hotel,
lost and found a valise under
peculiar circumstances Satur-
day. Holmes gave the grip
to a fellow to carry, and while
lighting a cigar the stranger
disappeared with his property,
which contained two valuable
contracts. Mr. Holmes re-
ported his loss to Lew Harper
of the Southern Hotel.

Harper that night went to
see Anna Eva Fay at the
Fourteenth-streetTheatre, and
wrote on a slip of paper the
question : * What became of
Holmes’ valise that was lost ?’
Miss Fay replied that the
valise was not lost, but stolen,
and that it could be found at
a saloon on Sixth and Chest-
nut. Mr. Harper went to the
saloon and found it. The thief
had borrowed some money on
it. Mr. Harper sccured the
grip with the contracts and
returned it to Mr. Holmes.

¥ * *

A horse and waggon stolen
from the Walton-Knost Ex-
press Company, 114, North
Sixth, was recovered through
the medium of Anna Eva Fay.
Farwell Walton propounded
the question: * Where is my
property that was stolen ?’

The answer was :

‘The wageon and harness
are at California and Geyer ;
the horse at Jefferson and
Scott.’

Mr. Walton recovered the
property there, and so reported
to Chief Harrigan, Tuesday.

called a Seer.)
come, let us go.
God was.

1 SAMUEL IX., X.

Now there was a man of
Benjamin, whose name was
Kish, and he had a son, whose
name was Saul, a choice young
man, and a goodly. And the
asses of Kish, Saul’s father,
were lost. And Kish said to
Saul his son, Take now one of
the servants with thee, and
arise, go seek the asses. And
he passed through Mount
Ephraim, and passed through
the land of Shalisha, but they
found them not: then they
passed through the land of
Shalim, and there they were
not : and he passed through
the land of the Benjamites,
but they found them not. And
when they were come to the
land of Zuph, Saul said to his
servant that was with him,
Come, and let us return ; lest
my father leave caring for the
asses, and take thought for us.
And he said unto him, Behold
now, there is in this city a
man of God, and he is an
honourable man ; all that he
saith cometh surely to pass :
now let us go thither ; perad-
venture he can show us our
way that we should go. Then
sald Saul to his servant, But,
behold, if we go, what shall
we bring the man? for the
bread i< spent in our vessels,
and there is not a present to
bring to the man of God :
what have we ? And the ser-
vant answered Saul again and
said, Behold, I have here at
hand the fourth part of a
shekel of silver: that will I
give to the man of God, to tell
us our way. (Beforetime in
Israel, when a man went to
inquire of God, thus he spake,
Come, and let us go to the
seer : for he that i1s now called
a Prophet was beforetime

Then said Saul to his servant, Well said :
So they went into the city where the man of
And they went up into the city

: and when they
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thou art departed from me to-day, then thou shalt find two
men by Rachel’s sepulchre, in the border of Benjamin, at
Zelzah; and they will say unto thee, The asses which thou
wentest to seek are found: and, lo, thy father hath left the
care of the asses, and sorroweth for you, saying, What shall
I do for my son? . And it was so, that, when he had
turned his back to go from Swvmuel, God gave him another
heart : and all those signs came to pass that day.

We have received Part I., the first of four on Mr, T.
L. Harris, ‘The Man, the Seer, the Adept, the Avatar,’
‘the Inspired Messenger of the Cycle”” This Part, on
‘The Man,’ consists mainly of testimonies in praise of Mr.
Harris ; interesting enough in their way. But surely no
one ever doubted Mr. Harris’ very remarkable powers of
attraction and fascination. Some of Mr. Harris’ poetry,

at the end, however, does not attract nor fascinate. The
Pamphlet is published by E. W. Allen.
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WORK THAT SPIRITUALISTS CAN EASILY DO.

ADDREsS AND DiscussioN 1IN THE FrRENcH DrAwiNGg Roon,
ST, JAMES's HALL, oN Fripay, APRIL 23RD.

(Continuved from p. 224.)

Miss Mack WaALL then addressed the meeting. She
thought that in his remarks on the experimental side of
Spiritualism, Mr. Hopps had taken only one side of the
question. She had been attending a series of séanoces for
materialisation during the winter, and after a time began to feel
—as a great many others frequently did—that she was not
¢ getting much forwarder.” She felt that after convincing her-
self that such phenomena did occur, it was advisable to go on to
something more advanced. Then the other side of the question
occurred to her, viz., that by assembling together in
the séance room she and her friends were providing
the raw material for the experimenters on the other side. She
had therefore resolved to go on attending the circles, tedious
as they might sometimes seem. Mr. Hopps had spoken of the
necessity of hunting up mediums. She thought this was neces-
sary, although difficult to do. She had, for instance, recently
met a young girl who had had some psychological experiences.
She (Miss Mack Wall) had offered to do what she could to
enable the young girl to understand her experiences, by bringing
her into contact with people who were familiar with such matters.
But further progress in the case was stopped by the interven-
tion of people who feared that harm would be done to the girl.
Spiritualists, however, hardly needed to have impressed upon
them the need of dealing very carefully with mediums, and not
urging them too much. Some people were too enthusiastic in
hunting up mediums, and did not consider the sensitive
natures they had to deal with. Such people did a great deal
of harm, and should leave the care of mediums in the hands
of competent people. Then, with regard to the proposal that
Spiritualists should send accounts of their experiences to the
spiritualistic papers, she feared the editors of those papers
would hardly endorse the idea, except in cases of special interest.
Still the publication of such accounts would serve to demon-
strate the vitality of the movement. She had been
particularly interested in observing the difference between the
correspondence columns of English papers and those of foreign
papers. The letters published in foreign papers were very few
and very puerile, which might be due to the fact that people
abroad were so much governed that they were unused to
giving free expression to their opinions. If Spiritualists took
a little more trouble in writiny out their experiences, as Mr.
Hopps had suggested, they would show more vitality, and their
vitality would increase. As to the question of paying mediums,
Miss Mack Wall did not think that imposture would be en-
couraged by the payment of mediums if they were not paid by
results. That was where the tendency to imposture came in.
They went to a medium and the results were not good, and they
at once grudged the medium his or her fee ; and the next time,

were come into the city, behold, Samuel came out against them,
for to go up to the high place. Then Saul drew near to Samuel
in the gate, and said, T.1l me, I pray thee, where the seer’s
house is. And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I am the
seer. As for thine asses that were lost three days ago, set
not thy mind on them ; for they are found. When

if the results promised to be unsatisfactory, the medium was
tempted to produce sham phenomena in order to earn his fee.
It should be remembered, too, that an unsuccessful séance
frequently exhausted the medium a great deal more than &
successful one. It seemed to her that the medium should be
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WORK IN THE SPIRIT WORLD.

By Hexry Forbes, NEwW YORK.

(Conlinaed from page 212.)

Full of meaning are the following words, also copied
from N. Sawyer’s ¢ Explanations of Swedenborg’ :—

Man s entire ignorance of every condition of spirit life leads
him to commit as many errors in his progress toward spiritual
manhood as he does during his brief sojourn here in the rudi-
mental state. Arriving in the spirit world, and finding
himself in every respect a man as before, and finding the
world he then inhabits not entirely unlike the one he
has left, he mnaturally concludes the road to happiness in
both worlds must be in the same direction, but having
mistaken the direction, he is equally unfortunate there ; and
as wealth and power have been the predominant objects
sought for here, they are, by the great masses, as eagerly
sought after there. All the wealth which they desire is pro-
cured by the psychological means above mentioned, and power
is also, in some measure, derived from the same source. The
individual who has the most taste, skill, and judgment, com-
bined with a correct ideal, displays the greatest amount of
wisdom, and is accordingly looked up to there the same as he is
here.

What must have been the psychological states of spirits
entering Hades during the Dark Ages and the succeeding
centuries—the frenzied horde that met death whilst pur-
suing that wild pilgrimage under the fanatic leadership of
Peter the Hermit ; the myriads swept out of their physical
conditions by the devastating plagues ; and the uncounted
thousands sacrificed in the desperate conflicts of unbridled
emotion waged in the name of religion? The following
description by Swedenborg of the glimpses he obtained
will convey some idea : —

Great numbers of the rich and noble lodged there (in
the ‘southern section’) in subterranean houses with guards
at the entrances in dread of robbers. There, too, was a great
city inhabited by myriads of spirits, and full of churches and
monasteries. Into it ecclesiastics brought all the treasures
they were able to collect by artifice,and hid them in labyrinthian
crypts. On these treasures they set their hearts, confident
they could never be destroyed. I was amazed at the art
displayed in the construction of the crypts, and their extension
without end. In the west dwelt those who had lived
in the Dark Ages, for the most part underground, one progeny
beneath another. They rarely spoke with those who lived in
succeeding centuries, being of a different disposition and not so
crafitily wicked ; for, as in their times there was no contention

with Protestantism, there was less of the cunning of hatred and
revenge.

Upon such states as these, apparently so substautial,
yet nothing more than collective dreams, huge aggregations
of visualised thought-images. corresponding to the ideas
brought by the spirits from their earth life, did Sweden-
borg see the angels make onslaught. The work was
thoroughly done, but the seer leaves his readers in
ignorance as to the means whereby it was all accomplished.
Probably concentrated will-power was the potent force
used. Whatever was the method, however, to the poor
creatures who were thus rudely awakened from their
spiritual torpor, it all seemed like the veritable Judgment
Day such as they had been taught on earth to expect.

It is a great fact of spirit life that persons, the purity
and goodness of whose lives have fitted them to participate
in the realities and associations of the true spiritual life,
are often held away by psychological fetters as well as by
ignorance from the heritage which is justly theirs by
reason of their spiritual achicvements. These are those
of whom Swedenborg speaks as being in Good but not in
Truth. Before the angels began their work of annihila-
tion such spirits as these were rescued from their delusions,
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conveyed to ‘suitable places’ to be instructed, and ¢ were
afterward received into Heaven ’ :—

This done, there were great earthquakes. The Babylonians
then perceived the Last Judgment was at hand, and were seized
with trembling. Those in the south, and especially in the great
city, were seen running to and fro, some with the intention of
flight, some of hiding in the crypts beside their treasure, and
others with whatever valuables they could lay hands on. After
the earthquake a flood burst from below, and overthrew every-
thing in the city and surrounding region. Then followed a
vehement east wind, which laid bare every structure to its
foundation. All were then led forth from their hiding-places
and cast into a sea of black waters, &c.

This violent method of sweeping spirits away from
their false environments is probably not resorted to except
as an extreme measure—a sort of heroic treatment.
Usually they are influenced through their inner nature to
break away from psychological spells by the power of their
own volition, just as people are helped by their spirit
guardians to abandon the ¢ pomps and vanities’ of mun-
dane life.

The ‘sea of black waters’ described by Swedenborg is
the state of nothingness which is the condition of un-
spiritualised spirits when their thought externalisations
are not present—their proprium. No doubt many clair-
voyants are able to testify to its reality., The medium
around whom gathers the circle mentioned above has
several times described the same thing, though she has no
acquaintance whatever with the writings of Swedenborg.

That spirits remain very long in this dreadful state
of utter blankness is not likely. Those of them who are of
sufficient mental and spiritual development to be reached
by missionary spirits from the higher life are led forth to be
instructed and trained ; others imagine themselves into all
sorts of places, such as prisons, dark caverns, dense forests,
impassable mountains, and the like, where they tarry in
hopeless despondency. It may be asked why these
wretched souls are permitted to remain in such pitiable
states. The inspired Whittier gives the answer :—

Though God be good and free be Heaven,
No force divine can love compel ;

And though the song of sins forgiven
May sound through lowest hell,

The sweet persuasion of His voice
Respects the sanctity of will.

He giveth day : thou hast thy choice
To walk in darkness still.

That which dwellers in the sphere of love and wisdom
look upon as of the foremost importance in connection
with man is the conservation of the individuality, which
consists of certain tendencies, and the will-power to so-
control them as to bring them into harmony with the
activities of the great Unit of Life, of which each soul is
but a fragment. Rarely, if ever, will high spirits disturb
the sacred autonomy of selfhood, though there is consider-
able cvidence to support the conjecture that sometimes a
special effort is put forth, in cases where the wilfulness
is peculiarly pertinacious, to break it down by confronting
the spirit so unfortunately constituted with obstacles
beyond its powers to overcome, thus compelling it eventu-
ally to adopt that course indispensable to spiritual advance-
ment, the surrender of self. 1In this connection, the
tradition of ancient Greece concerning Sisyphus is signi-
ficant. That person was a famous outlaw, bold and
cunning, whose wilful lawlessness extended even to
deliberate treachery towards the gods themselves. When
he reached Hades the gods forced him to push a huge
stone up a steep hill. As the stone approached the summit,
however, it would slip away from him and roll back to the
bottom. Thus was all his labour undone, and he was cem-
pelled to begin again what proved to be an endless task,


















