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course just possible that in making them, he has used old 
plates, after taking the trouble and going to the expense 
of removing the old stuff, but it is extremely improbable. 
Glass is so cheap that it would hardly pay to collect old 
used platesand prepare them for fresh films. But, anyhow, 
this questionable economy would hardly account for the 
river incident above quoted, nor will it account for 
hundreds of so-called * spirit photographs ’ which appear to 
have personal intention in them.

By the way, before the year ends we hope to report a 
series of experiments which may greatly interest inquirers 
and onlookers. We are only at the beginning of this 
intensely fascinating investigation.

We have received a cutting from ‘The Yorkshire Post/ 
containing an amusingly serious letter from a Mr. T. Inglis, 
of Harrogate. He is mightily disturbed about our super­
stition—thinks it ‘emanates from a distempered brain/ 
and holds that these ‘seance spirits are intangible, vaporish, 
mystical? He thinks Spiritualists are a queer set, and ‘ it 
behoves us to be chary of such persons generally.’ 
‘ Magicians, necromancers, seers, soothsayers, and others of 
a like order have existed from time immemorial, and the 
votaries of Spiritualism are but an offshoot of one or other 
of these, and of small account.’

But he admits it is not all mere moonshine : and his 
great discovery is—what does the reader think1?— 
Magnetism! The more magnetism the more Spiritualism. 
He tells a story of his own about table-moving, and says : 
*1 have seen tables, Ac., agitated, overturned, and even 
uplifted or suspended, which was accomplished simply by 
bringing the tips of the fingers in due contact with the 
table or other article for a while, and till the magnetic 
influence was felt or manifested ; nor were the operators 
Spiritualists or believers in Occultism, nor aught akin.’ 
How is it done ? ‘By Magnetism !’ this great discoverer 
says : ‘ To what else could this agitation or movement of 
the table be referable, except to the action or power of 
magnetism educed and utilised?’ Truly a profound question! 
But will Mr. T. Inglis, of Harrogate, kindly answer two 
questions : —

1. What is magnetism, especially in relation to hands and 
wood ? -

2. How does magnetism work, in moving tables and produc­
ing ‘raps 7 ?

The ‘ Banner of Light/ on what seems good authority, 
tells the following brisk story :—

Our host took from a pile of slates fall alleged to contain 
occult messages) one in particular, on which was written : 
‘Moxley, here are your specs. Shake. G. C? This short 
sentence called forth, and received, this explanation :■—■

‘Premising,’ continued our host, ‘that one branch of my 
business is that of outside advertising agent, and during last 
spring an old-time friend, Mr. Richard Ball, well-known as 
advance agent for Barnum and Bailey’s Great Show, called at 
my office and suggested that we take a spin around the city and 
show him the location of show posters and other sights. I said, 
“ Not this morning, as I have a special engagement for us, and 
you are to go with me.” Just then a bundle of mail matter was 
deposited on my desk, and feeling for my nose-glasses—and 
quite annoyed at not finding them—I said, “ We will go now, 
as my specs are left at home ; I must lay the letters aside.”

‘ We proceeded to the apartments of Pierre L. O. Keeler, 
then on H.-street, where Mr. Ball, notwithstanding his 
scepticism (the usual pronounced type), was permitted to occupy 
the table with mo.

‘ Taking a pair of new slates I carefully cleaned and wrapped 
a handkerchief around them, and placed them upon the table 
before us. In a few moments slight raps indicated that the 
work was completed. On opening the slates, both inside faces 
contained messages, hut in writing too fine for my eyes without 
glasses ; and again I expressed regret for the want of them, as I 

would have to postpone the reading. At once Mr. Keeler’s 
hand was made to move and write, as he exclaimed, wholly with­
out his volition, “ Where are your specs ? I’ll get them. G.C.” 
This purported to come from George Christy, Keeler’s “con­
trol.” I laughed at the idea of a spirit’s going eight squares and 
bringing so material an article as steel-bowed glasses ; but 
again was written: “I mean it. Tell me where they are. 
G. C.” I replied : “In my vest pocket hanging in my ward­
robe of my bedroom, No. 1,215, K.-street, N.W.”

‘ Wishing to make good the time, I cleaned other slates and 
placed them together, enclosed in a wrap, as at first. This time 
we stood up, Mr. Keeler holding two corners and I the other two.

‘ After a very short interval we heard a peculiar jingling 
sound, quite different from the ordinary, and, as before, taken 
to mean that the work was completed.

‘Upon opening the slates, lo I there lay my nose-glasses, and 
just above and around the bow was written what you here see:—

‘ “Moxley, here are your specs ; shake. G.C.”
‘ How they got there between two closely-wrapped slates, 

held by two men, with eyes wide open, in broad daylight, was, 
indeed, a mystery, quite as much a surprise to Medium Keeler 
as to myself and friend Ball.

‘ Coming away we met Miss Maggie Gaule, the noted clair­
voyant, just in from Baltimore, and to her also the incident was 
deeply interesting. Pausing a moment, for we were on the city 
street, she said : “ Spirit George says, ‘Tell Mrs. Moxley I had 
not time to hang up the vest.’ ”

‘Accepting my invitation, Mr. Ball came home with me that 
day for dinner. Mrs. Moxley met us at the door, and almost 
her first question was : “ How did you get on to-day without your 
glasses, for when I hung up the garments you wore last evening 
they were in your vest pocket, and I supposed you would send 
for them.” .

‘ I replied, with a sly wink at Mr. Ball, “ If you know where 
my specs are, please get them for me.” She tripped up the 
hall stairs to comply, but presently returned with a petulant 
rebuke on her lips, that I was a sweet one to send her for what 
I had doubtless already got, for she had found the vest lying on 
the bed with the pocket turned inside out, whereas she had 
hung it up in the wardrobe that very morning.

‘This seemed a clue to G. C.’s message through Miss Gaule, 
and finally Mr. Ball, who could hold the secret no longer, told 
Mrs. Moxley how the glasses had reached us between two 
enclosed slates.’

Once more we note the narrowness and tyranny of 
‘ The land of the free.’ Here is an extract from ‘ American 
Church News ’ :—

The Bishop of Maryland was recently asked for counsel by 
one of his clergy with reference to certain parish communicants 
who had become Spiritualists, and were holding spiritualistic 
meetings in their houses on Sundays. The Bishop closes a 
somewhat lengthy and detailed letter as follows :—‘I think it 
is your duty kindly, but firmly, to give them notice that until 
they abandon such practices they may not receive the Holy 
Communion. Their names, of course, would still appear upon 
your record, but the fact that they have been suspended ought 
to be noted there. The Church loses nothing when she enforces 
her discipline if she does it kindly.’

We very much doubt whether any Church in the old 
country would thus ‘ kindly ’ act to its members.

A FORM OF BEQUEST.

I give and bequeath unto the London Spiritualist Alliance, 
Limited, the sum of £ , to be applied to the purposes of
that Society ; and I direct that the said sum shall be paid free 
from Legacy Duty, out of such part of my personal estate as 
may legally be devoted by will to charitable purposes, and m 
preference to other legacies and bequests thereout.

London Spiritualist Alliance.—At a meeting held in the 
French Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall (the last of the season), 
on Friday, April 23rd, the Rev. J. Page Hopps delivered an 
address on ‘ Work that Spiritualists can Easily Do? 
propose to give a report in next week’s ‘Light?

Melbourne, Australia.—* Light ’ may be obtained fro111 
Mr. W. H. Terry, Austral Buildings, Collins-street East.
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Lent By D. D. Molltfn
PlM»e Return.

‘ PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY.’

e Primitive Christianity, Vol. I., containing the lost 
lives of Jesus Christ and his apostles, showing The Dawn 
of Christianity, Its destruction by martyrdom and sup­
pression, The Pagan Origin of the Roman Church, The 
Falsification of the Bible by Forgery, and the authentic 
Gospel of St. John/ is the weighty title of Dr. J. R. 
Buchanan’s new book, published in London by Mr. Redway. 
We may as well say at once and frankly that we do not 
know what to make of it. It is not reviewable, except in 
a volume nearly as large as itself. We may, however, say 
that it is a very serious work, that Dr. Buchanan must be 
in deadly earnest, and that, underlying all, there are 
certain historical facts which may be admitted. We are 
afraid, though, the book will have to be classed among the 
uncanny but very interesting productions which come from 
we know not whom, in the unseen. Dr. Buchanan says of 
one portion of his book, 4 The original gospel of St. John, 
freed from all interpolation and perversion, revised and 
corrected by himself, is given, and adorned by an engraving 
of the photograph of his spirit form. There is no more 
perfect presentation of Christianity than the true gospel 
of St. John the beloved disciple. It was his appeal to 
myself which encouraged me to undertake the work of 
restoring the lost records of Christianity ’; and the claim 
here stated is the key to the whole.

On consideration, we prefer to let the author speak for 
himself. In such a case it is the fairest for all concerned. 
He says :—

All the details, emblems, and ceremonies of Paganism 
survive in the Roman Church. The cross is the most ancient 
of sacred and religious emblems. The Eucharist, or Sacrament 
of The Lord’s Supper—eating and drinking their God—the rite 
of baptism, the establishment of religious orders, monasteries, 
monks and nuns, peculiar dress, rosaries, and other 
ceremonies which I need not enumerate any farther, were 
compacted into a system under the name of Christianity, which 
was well known in the first centuries to be the old Paganism in 
a new dress with a new name, and was so recognised by the 
early fathers of the Church down to St. Augustine, the great 
mouthpiece of the Church in the fourth century. Origen, the 
greatest writer of the Church in its early days, relaxed into old- 
fashioned Paganism, and his learned teacher, Ammonias Soccas, 
maintained that Paganism and Christianity were essentially the 
same. Indeed, the Emperor Hadrian, when he visited Egypt, 
said that he saw no material difference.

All this being fully demonstrated, we are authorised to say 
that there is not a single Christian Church in existence, for 
Christianity was suppressed by the Roman Church, and had no 
survival after the first century, except in a few Jewish Churches 
called Ebio nites and Nazarenos, of which there was a church as 
late as the fifth century, at Pella, on the Jordan. There was 
also a small remnant of Christianity on the Malabar Coast of 
India, until it was suppressed by the Catholic forces of 
Portugal.

For over four hundred years there has not been the 
slightest vestige of primitive Christianity in the world.

The Apostles in the spirit world have witnessed the destruc­
tion of their religion, but have been utterly helpless. Nowhere 
could they reach mankind, but 1 have sought them to reach the 
truth, and they have given me their original records. They 
have corrected the phraseology and stricken out the forgeries 
from their gospels, and given me the interesting but long 
unknown history of their lives.

It is perfectly obvious that a work so produced or with 
such claims, is beyond newspaper criticism, and perhaps 
entirely beyond criticism, as history. We cannot cross 
examine the author, or go on the track of his authorities ; 
and, on the other hand, it is surely as obvious that we 
cannot accept off-hand such gigantic claims. Dr. Buchanan
says:—

Every intelligent person will readily perceive that this 
revelation of original Christianity by its founder, overthrowing 

the whole fabric of ecclesiastic despotism which has ruled and 
depraved the world for eighteen centuries, is the most important 
publication that the Press has ever given forth, and demands 
the profound and earnest attention of every Spiritualist, 
every professor of Christianity and every seeker of philosophic 
truth.

We very greatly doubt it. £ Every intelligent person ’ 
will much more readily assume that evidence sufficient to 
justify such enormous demands could not be forthcoming 
except for a few. In testifying to the seriousness of the 
book, to the sincerity of its writer, and to the verifiable 
element of truth in it, we go as far as we feel warranted.

TESTIMONY OF THE AGES TO THE EXISTENCE OF 
SPIRITS.

By Joseph de Kronhelm, Podolia, Russia.

The belief in the existence of spirits and their intervention 
in the domain of human life, as well as the practice of the 
invoking of spirits, goes back to the most remote antiquity. 
Our own sacred books tell us of the angels who visited Abraham 
and discussed with him the question of the preservation of 
Sodom and Gomorrah : of the angels who were insulted in the 
unclean city and who hurried Lot away from the conflagration ; 
of the angel of Isaac, of Jacob, of Moses, and of Tobit ; of the 
demon who slew the seven husbands of Sarah ; of the devil who 
tortured the body and the soul of Job ; of the exterminating 
angel of the Egyptians in the time of Moses, and of the Israelites 
in the time of King David ; of the invisible hand that wrote 
the sentence on Belshazzar ; and of the angel of the Incarna­
tion, who announced St. John the Baptist and Jesus Christ. 
What more than these instances is needed to testify to 
the belief in the existence of spirits, and in the intervention 
of spirits—good or evil—in the actions of human life ? 
St. Peter informs us that the demons roam around us without 
ceasing as roaring lions, and St. Paul, tempted by them, declares 
that the air is full of them. And Pagan traditions are in com­
plete harmony with the Jewish and Christian traditions. 
According to Thales and Pythagoras, the world is filled with 
spiritual beings. Both divide them into good and bad. 
Empedocles says that demons are punished for the faults which 
they have committed. Plato speaks of a prince of a malevolent 
nature set over these spirits who have been driven out by the 
gods and have fallen from Heaven. With Plato all antiquity 
speaks of the existence of spirits as of something well known. 
The whole school of Alexandria, called Neoplatonic, formulates 
a body of public teaching by the mouths of its great men— 
Eunapus, Porphyry (233 304), Plotenus (205-370), Ac. Porphyry 
declares that all the souls which have for their origin the soul 
of the Universe govern the great countries situated under the 
moon ; these are the good demons (spirits), and they only act in 
the interest of their individual departments—whether it be in 
the care which they take of animals, whether they watch over 
the corn and the fruits of the earth, or whether they 
preside over the winds, the rain, and the fine weather. 
According to Plato, we must also range in the category of good 
demons those who are charged with bearing to the gods the 
prayers of men, and who bring back to men the warnings, the 
exhortations, and the oracles of the gods. The Romans have 
their responses, their auguries, their omens, like the Greeks. 
The worship of Mithras, widely extended in the age of the 
Empire, is a vast laboratory of spiritual phenomena. In the 
Christian ages the writers, ecclesiastical and profane, record 
examples without number. The Fathers of the Church on their side 
have admirably interpreted the doctrine of the Scriptures on the 
existence and intervention of spirits. St. Gregory says : ‘There is 
nothing in the visible world which is not governed and disposed by 
the invisible world.’ St. Augustine adds : ‘ Every living being 
has in this world an angel who guides him.’ St. Gregory (de 
Naziance) says that ‘ the angels are the ministers of the will of 
God. They have naturally and by communication an extra­
ordinary power. They traverse all space, and are found every­
where. Some are charged to watch over some part of ne 
universe which is assigned to them by God, upon whom they 
depend in everything. Others guard the cities and the churches. 
They help us in all our well-doing. God governs the universe 
directly ; but relatively to the execution, there are things 
which He does by intermediaries.’ As to the evocation of spirits
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A SLATE-WRITING MEDIUM.
Mr. Earle, a medium for slate-writing, has been giving 

seances at San Francisco, and ‘The Philosophical Journal,’ 
which has the reputation for carefulness and candour in its 
dealings with public mediumship, supplies the following 
particulars of his successes. Assuming the correctness of 
the report, which there seems no good reason to doubt, the 
manifestations have certainly been remarkable :—

Mr. Lynn R. Cody, keeper for, and member of, a large mining 
company at Guanajuato, Mexico, being in San Francisco, on 
business, called at the ‘ Journal ’ office to purchase some books 
to take back to Mexico. While in the office, Mr. Cody inci­
dentally told of his conversion to Spiritualism two years ago at 
Fresno, California, his former home. At that time Mr. Earle 
was holding meetings in Fresno. Mr. Cody, who is a bright 
young man of superior intelligence and education, had heard so 
much concerning Mr. Earle’s wonderful slate-writing, that he 
decided to test him. Accordingly Mr. Cody secretly purchased 
a pair of slates, fastened them together and went to one of the 
meetings. Upon arrival at the door he noticed that no one else 
had slates, and so kept his concealed under his coat until his 
return home. During the meeting Mr. Earle gave some of his 
startling verbal tests, but no public slate-writings on that 
occasion, nor did he come near Mr. Cody. However, upon his 
return home, Mr. Cody was impressed to open his slates ; why, 
he knew not. His amazement may be imagined when he found 
both slates written full of messages, signed by relatives whom 
he supposed to be dead.

Mr. Cody’s standing and reputation for veracity in Fresno 
society was such that the local daily Press gave an account of 
the affair, copying the messages from the slates.

Here is the report of the ‘Journal’ regarding one of 
the seances given in San Francisco :—

The conditions were the same as those previously described 
in these columns, i.e., a committee of four sceptics was selected. 
On this occasion, however. Mr. Earle stated that, as the com­
mittee of the previous meeting was composed of gentlemen, 
he would request the gentlemen who had volunteered as a 
committee to give way to the ladies. As they retired their 
places were speedily filled by ladies, but as one of them said 
she was a Spiritualist, Mr. Earle requested her to retire, and 
her place was filled by a sceptical lady.

Four pairs of slates were then passed around to the ladies, 
each one taking a pair, washing and examining them thoroughly; 
after which each closed her pair of slates and fastened them 
with a rubber band. All the slates were then put in one pile 
and the committee placed their hands upon them. Mr. Earle 
also placed one hand on top of the pile for a few minutes, then 
went to the front of the platform and gave some remarkable 
verbal tests, until the committee heard sounds among the 
slates. At Mr. Earle’s request they were then opened and 
every one of the eight slates was found to be filled with names 
and messages, which were generally recognised.

Two of the slates are on exhibition in the ‘Journal ’ oilice. 
One commences with a message in French—which the medium 
could not read—signed Sebastian Pinot.

The next message is also an answer to a mental question, 
and reads:—

Dear Anna :—I will be with you on your journey. It will 
be a safe one. Leon Lemon.

Skipping the next two messages, we come to one written in 
Scandanavian, and signed Einer Enderson.

Omitting the next three messages, we read
Mrs. Annie Fabey ;—How happy it makes me to tell of my 

presence to-night, and that you will be successful in your suit. 
Your loving husband, Herman Leopold Fabey.

Half a dozen more messages, answering mental questions 
asked by persons—generally sceptics—in the audience, filled 
this particular slate. Others were filled with signatures, with 
a few messages written in all the available space in the margin.

Mr. Earle contemplates a tour of the world, and we predict 
that if investigated by the London Psychical Research Society, 
some of its members will learn that ‘ there are more things in 
heaven and earth than are dreamed of in their philosophy.’ He 
is such a wonderful medium that people flock to his seances 
everywhere.

Mr. Earle would receive a cordial welcome to London 
if he would come prepared to submit to such reasonable 
tests as would afford conclusive evidence of the genuine 
character of his manifestations.

‘MATTER THROUGH MATTER.’

Professor Lodge, in his admirable address delivered to the 
members and friends of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 
referred to the remarkable phenomena that were reported in 
‘ Light ’ concerning the transport of goods, fruit, &c., from 
New York to the house of General Lorrison in England. He 
thinks that if they did happen they were wasted for humanity, 
and that the favoured person receiving such a manifestation 
accepts a very serious responsibility if he hides his light under 
a bushel. As one of humanity, and having no wish to hide any 
light that I can give, I send you the notes of a séance which 
took place on the Sunday evening after the report of the above 
phenomena was published in * Light.’

For several years a few friends and myself have sat in a 
private circle at least once a week for spirit manifestations and 
scientific investigation. Before sitting on the above-named 
evening, as we had read the report about the eggs, &c., the 
question of matter passing through matter was the topic of our 
conversation. I said that 1 had seen a great deal of wonderful 
phenomena, but I thought these eggs too farfetched.

We then took our places, five of us, in the room always used 
for séances, which is situated on an upper floor, so that there is 
no possibility of using the window for passing things in, and the 
room is only accessible by the one door by which we entered.

A very familiar voice presently said : ‘ Put the light out. 
They are going to do something for you. Another time we will 
give you eggs.’ This showed that they had heard our con­
versation.

Then a voice said, ‘ Can you see the light under the door ? ’ 
and I replied, ‘ Yes.’ The room being dark, a light from the 
landing outside showed through the crack under the door.

‘ You can see if the door is opened,’ said the voice. ‘Now 
take your chair, place its back close to the door and sit down.’ 
1 did so, the door being locked from the inside. Then lights 
appeared about the room, and our friends spoke to us with 
many kind wishes. Presently a large dish, with a cheesecake 
on it, came into my hands. Plates were brought from a closet, 
outside, and placed on the table, with knives and forks. The 
cheesecake was cut, and a piece given to each person. A bottle 
of ginger beer had its cork drawn, and was passed round. My 
wife’s mantle, which she had placed in a room across the land­
ing, was given to her, and most remarkably the lace trimming 
seemed to be affected, and in a few days a part of it turned as 
if it had been scorched.

My umbrella, which I had left outside in a corner of the 
landing, was given to me. A large picture, taken from the 
staircase wall, was put on the table, which was now completely 
covered with the things which had passed through the locked 
door, the walls, or the ceiling. No light from outside showed 
in their transit—a noise was heard and a rushing wind was felt. 
No sort of trace as to where they passed through could be dis­
covered. By what unknown law of Nature these things were 
done I cannot tell, but that they mere done, and that unseen 
intelligences were at work, I know. There are other phenomena 
which I shall report, which occurred lately in the light, seen by 
four persons.

T have also witnessed several other instances of things 
appearing in a room which were positively known to be outside 
when the door was locked. I know one or two gentlemen who 
were desirous to investigate, and who saw the same phenomena, 
but they would not admit that it could be possible for matter to 
pass through matter, because it is contrary to all known science. 
Most stringent test conditions were used to avoid any possible 
deception, so that they could not say that the things were not 
brought into the room, but they considered that by some 
mysterious agency, undiscoverable to them, the articles must 
have been somehow passed down the chimney !

Some scientific men seem able to agree to any explanation, 
however impossible—except the true one. The only advice that 
I can give to those who wish to know, and cannot or will not 
believe, is to take the counsel which was given me, and try in 
their own private circle, and they will be rewarded.

‘ Truth and Reason.’
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we say to anyone,—* Take up the subject, and go through 
with it but we should hesitate a great deal more before 
we said,—‘We beseech you to leave the thing alone?

WORK IN THE SPIRIT WORLD.

By Henry Forbes, New York.

PROFESSOR JAMES ON ‘DEMONIAC CONTROL? (Continued from patje 188.)

That shrinking from pain which is instinctive in human 
beings may well make a lecturer avoid looking at any 
newspaper report of what he may have said when on the 
platform—in America, at least, where newspaper reports 
are less accurate than possibly they may be in England. 
Accordingly, the article in ‘ Light? of March 6th, taking 
for its text an account of one of my 4 Lowell Lectures/ 
reported (probably at second-hand) in the ‘Banner of 
Light/ and courteously posted to me from your office, made 
me for the first time acquainted with any actual report of 
those lectures by the Press. The ‘ Banner of Light ’ seems 
to have quoted me as saying that I believe mediumship to 
be simply demoniac control, and to have asked me to 
explain why it is, that if demons can control their victims 
for purposes of harm, good spirits may not do the like for 
purposes of good. You ask me to ‘ vouchsafe an ex­
planation ’ of my remarks, which I gladly do, since they 
have been so misunderstood.

The remarks in question were in a lecture on demon­
iacal possession. I stood up for it on historic grounds as 
a definite type of affiiction, very widespread in place and 
time, and characterised by definite symptoms, the chief of 
which are these : The subject is attacked at intervals for 
short periods, a few hours at most, and between whiles is 
perfectly sane and well. During the attack the character, 
voice, and consciousness are changed, the subject as­
suming a new’name and speaking of his natural self in the 
third person. The new name may in Christian countries 
be that of a demon, or spirit, elsewhere it may be that of 
a god ; and the action and speech are frequently blas­
phemous or absurd. When the attack passes oil’ the 
subject usually remembers nothing of it. He may manifest 
during it a tendency to foretell the future, or reveal facts 
at a distance, profess to understand foreign languages, 
sometimes speak them, and prescribe for diseases. The 
affection may be developed by the example of others 
similarly possessed. In all these respects it resembles the 
mediumship which is so common at the present day. If 
one is genuine, the other is ; and they must be tested by the 
same rules. They are evidently phenomena of one type, 
the benignant turn which the type lias taken of recent 
years being evidently ‘ suggestive ’ and due in part to the 
optimistic character of our nineteenth century religion, 
just as the malignant turn of the older cases in Europe was 
suggested by the terrors of hell on which the popular 
religion laid such stress. Demon-possession and test­
mediumship are, therefore, homologous, I said, and should 
be studied together. In their lowest phases they are 
simply phenomena of suggestion and imitation, with strong 
hysterical affinities. In their higher manifestations, of 
which supernormal manifestations of intelligence are 
reported so frequently, and in my opinion certainly exist, 
they form an object for the most careful ‘psychical research?

Into psychical research my lectures expressly abstained 
from entering. I contented myself with ‘ rehabilitating ’ 
demoniac possession as a genuine phenomenon, instead of 
the ‘ imposture’ or ‘ delusion ' which at the present day it 
is popularly supposed to be. Of course I cited historical 
instances, ancient and modern, and left the whole question 
as to whence the ‘control’ proceeds an open one, as, indeed, 
it is an entirely open one in my own mind. I certainly do 
not believe that ‘ demons ’ control our contemporary test­
mediums.

Harvard University, William James.
Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A.

That the early Greeks had some conception of these 
conditions of spirit life is evident from the belief of 
Homeric times that ‘ the souls of the departed were occu­
pied in the lower world with the unreal performance of 
the same actions that had formed their chief objects of 
pursuit in the regions of day?

In ‘ Nature’s Divine Revelations ’ the statement is 
made that wise spirits ‘ perceive things without them by 
their sense of vision, but they are conscious that it is the 
reflection that they perceive, and not the substance. There­
fore they exercise judgment concerning all they perceive— 
not judging from sensuous observation, but from the 
character of the substance observed?

This peculiar tendency of spirits to abide, either alone 
or in communities, in perpetual dreams was well-known to 
the great Swedenborg, and he devised the term ‘Proprium’ 
to distinguish the real state of the spirit from the ideal or 
dream state. William White, in his life of this greatest of 
modern seers, summarises his belief in the following words : 
‘ Hypocrites had for centuries made the World of Spirits 
their home, and there organised imaginary Heavens or 
fools’ Paradises, repeating on a prodigious scale the civil 
and ecclesiastical impostures of earth, assisted by myriads 
of pious and well-meaning simpletons, who, destitute of 
any inner sense of character, accepted for gold whatever 
glittered as gold?

As spirits can make no progress unless in their 
‘ proprium ’ (nor, indeed, can mortals ’), to dispel these 
illusory states of disembodied existence becomes an 
important part of the work of those high beings whose 
mission it is to watch over and guide the spiritual develop­
ment of mankind; and, according to Swedenborg, there 
have been certain periods when special efibrts are made by 
the angels to extricate spirits from the stagnation of their 
‘collective hallucinations? These periods of unwonted 
heavenly activity he, in his adherence to the terminology 
of theology, termed ‘judgments? One of these, he informs 
his readers, ‘ is described in Genesis under the figure of the 
Deluge ’; another occurred at the time of Jesus ; and one 
which he says is the final judgment, he being a witness 
thereof, began in 1757. He writes : ‘It was granted me 
to sec with my own eyes, that I might describe it; and it 
was commenced in the beginning of the year 1757, and 
fully accomplished by the end thereof?

In this last statement Swedenborg shows that, notwith­
standing his most extraordinary spiritual insight, he was 
unable to escape the common liability to err; for while 
there is much that is plausible in what he says regarding 
these spiritual occurrences, there is also very much con­
nected with modern Spiritualism which indicates that, far 
from ending at the time he states, the work has been 
proceeding ever since.

Nevertheless, very much that is enlightening may be 
gleaned from the accounts of this great revelator regarding 
what he considered to be actual and momentous events of 
the spirit realm ; but in order to appreciate his statements 
there must be an entire absence of preconception concern­
ing the nature of spirit life, and a realisation that it is a 
subjective world—ditiering radically in that respect from 
the present life—wherein occurs a complete reversal of the 
relationship towards each other of objectivity and subjec­
tivity, thoughts and emotions there acting upon the 
consciousness in the same manner as do the things of the 
objective world while the spirit is in physical connection 
with it.
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