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woman, cach one of us ought to give heed to this pathetic
message. Terrible things are being done in our name, of
which we ought to know. Mighty duties are coming to
our door, of which we ought to be aware,

We sympathise not a little with the view taken by
“ The Spiritual Medium’ concerning the tendency of some
Spiritualists to go off into the high latitudes of occultism.
It is a pity ; and all the more so because, in trying to
reach the moon, many-lose interest in the fruit tree.
Spiritualism is really a simple matter, as a matter of fact ;
it only becomes difficult and loses practical valuc when we
wrestle with the fact and try to get behind it to the
reasons why. By all means get to the reasons why, if
possible, in a steady, natural, and unstrained way : but let
the grand simplicity suffice as our mainstay.

“The Spiritual Medium’ says, for
Theosophy :(—

There is a subtle charm in the word Theosophy. Under its
magic spell we are prone to drift away from the clear and
simple teachings of the beautiful philosophy of Spiritualism,
and in our search for knowledge bearing on the phenomena of
life we break away from its inspiration and testimony, and

revel in a sea of mysticism and perplexity, and imagine we are
garnering rich stores of knowledge from ancient lore.

instance, of

Far be it from us to suggest anything like a policy of
lotus-eating or lawssez faire. Let us get on as fast as we
can, with prudence, clearness and definiteness: but do
not let us lose ourselves in explanations before we are
perfectly familiar with our facts : and, above all things, do
not let us neglect experiment, however simple, in favour of
theories, however apparently profound.

ROBERT BROWNING AND D. D. HOME.

In the ¢Memories of Hawthorne,” by his daughter,
Rose Hawthorne Lathropp, published by Kegan Paul, we
find the following reference to Mr. and Mrs. Browning,
with whom the Hawthornes were intimate, and Mr. D. D,
Home, the medium :—

Mrs. Browning is a Spiritualist. Mr. Browning opposes
and protests with all his might, but he says he is ready to be
convinced. Mrs. Browning is wonderfully interesting. She is
the most delicate sheath for a soul I ever saw. Onec evening at
Casa Guidi there was a conversation about spirits, and a marvel-
lous story was told of two hands that crowned Mrs. Browning
with a wreath through the mediumship of Mr. Home. Mr.
Browning declared that he believed the two hands were made
by Mr. Home and fastened to Mr. Home’s toes, and that he
made them move by moving his feet. Mrs. Browning kept
trying to stem his flow of eager, funny talk with her slender
voice, but, like an arrowy river, he rushed and foamed and
leaped over her slight tones and she could not succeed in
explaining how she knew they were spirit hands.

This is a very different version of the story from that
which was given some time after Browning’s death by Mr.
Greenwood, and yet if we remember rightly Mr. Greenwood
was under the impression that he told it as Browning had
told it to him !

A FORM OF BEQUEST.

I give and bequeath unto the London Spiritualist Alliance,
Limited, the sum of £ , to be applied to the purposes of
that Society ; and I direct that the said sum shall be paid frec
from Legacy Duty, out of such part of my personal estate as
may legally be devoted by will to charitable purposes, and in
preference to other legacies and bequests thereout.

To INQUIRERS AND SPIRITUALISTS.—The members of the
Spiritualists’ International Corresponding Society will be
pleased to assist inquirers and correspond with Spiritualists at
home or abroad. For explanatory literature and list of mem-
bers, address :—J. ALLEN, Hon. Sec., 115, White Post-lane,
Manor Park, Essex.
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‘TIEN'S’ ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.

(Continved from page 185.)

Another problem submitted was in the following terms :—

* A friend, very narrow in his theological views, has just passed
to your side. Will ** Tien” kindly say what probably would be
his mental condition ? Would he, perhaps ignorant of the
change, think all his new experiences a dream, and hover about
his old home, waiting to tell someone of the dream, or would
the experience previously gained in the sleep state, though un-
known to him in his waking state, now be sufficient to enable
him to understand that he had gone through the change called
death, and that cverything was simply different to his
expectations ?’

‘Tien’ replied that it could hardly be expected that any
person whose opinions and conceptions of a certain country
were diametrically opposed to the actual facts pertaining to that
country could immediately adjust himself to tho conditions he
found when he arrived there. Kven supposing, as in the case
submitted, the possibilities of gathering experience of that
country while in the natural sleep state, were to be admitted,
the translation of the intelligence then gained into the outer
memory was usually a somewhat uncertain and unsatisfactory
process, so that when he returned to his normal self-hood and
regained his external consciousness on the spiritual plane of life
he might have a fragmentary and nore or less clear and definite
conception of the circumstances around him, but there would
be naturally a conflict between his natural memory and external
consciousness in regard to the experiences he encountered in
the spiritual world. Naturally he would feel somewhat strange,
and if his spiritual perceptions had not been properly awakened,
even by his expericnces in the natural sleep state, he would
find himself practically ¢at corners’ with his new state of being,
and that would cause a revulsion which would drive him from
a purely spiritual life into some condition of relationship with
the material world, and would lead him to the conclusion that
he might simply be in the dream condition, struggling to awake
therefrom and to come into contact with the people around
him. Finding it difficult to communicate with these people,
and realising that, wherever he was, he had not got into that
heavenly condition which his creed led him to expect, he would
probably undergo a ¢ bad quarter of an-hour’ until his spiritual
nature became sufficiently quickened to enable him to recognise
the difference between his former condition, as an inhabitant of
the material world, and his new state. The unfortunate fact that
he died very narrow in his theological views simply meant
that he had carved certain ideas on the framework of his mind,
concerning the future existence, and, like so many other people
who had not died, would insist on trying to square the facts of
nature to his opinions, rather than adapting his opinions to the
facts of nature. According to the stubbornness of his mind,so
would be the length of time that he would remain in that con-
dition described as spiritual darkness.

Following this reply came the question: ¢ Will “Tien”
kindly say what arrangements are ordinarily made on his side
for the reception of a good man leaving his physical body and
who has some knowledge of the impending change ?’

The control replied that the question was a wide one, and
might have its antithesis related to it as well, since there was a
possibility of receptions being arranged for men who were not
good as well as for those who were. However, dealing with
the case stated, it might be said that a good man usually’ had a
number of sincere friends and personal relations who valued
and loved him for his goodness. In the course of such a
man’s earthly career it was reasonable to suppose that some of his
friends would have passed through the valley before himself.
Death did not dissolve the ties of affection, sympathy, and love ;
and those friends who loved him while he lived here would
continue to care for him after they had passed beyond. The
strands of sympathy would still bind soul to soul, so that they
would have a general knowledge of the incidents of his career,
and when they perceived (as frequently they did, years before
the event occurred) that he would be coming across the river to
them at a certain time, they gathered near with those who—it
might be—were even dearer. more closelyaffinitised to,the coming
visitor than themselves. When the final hour approached and
Nature was doing her part, with all her gentle care, to pull down
thescaffolding thatsurrounded the beauteous templeshe had been
building in the past —when at last the golden cord was broken,
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and the translation was effected —there would be found gathered,
either in the chamber or about the dwelling-place, many who
knew and loved the arising brother. Those who were nearest
and dearest to him would be there waiting to receive the re-
organised personality and bear him gently away in loving
embraces to his home—a home that the good-living and earnest
doing of this man must, of necessity, have builded for him over
there. When the newly-arisen one was taken to his home and
laid to rest, the loving ministrations of sympathy began to
work, and presently, as recovering from a gentle and refreshing,
but somewhat heavy, sleep, the new comer revived to conscious
life again. Awaking, he gazed around him, not like the man
referred to in the previous question, in distress and dismay,
but with the sweet consciousness that he had ‘come home,’
home to those who loved him, home to those who had been
waiting for him, to that home which was his by every right,
since he had built it fromn out his own life. ¢This in brief,’
said ‘Tien,” ‘may be taken as some description of the pre-
parations which are made for the wise and good, for those who
know something of what the impending change will lead to
when they pass through the portals of silence into the land of
life and light beyond.’

‘If the souls or spirits of infants mature after death, and those
of old people rejuvenate, how is recognition possible hereafter ?’

*This,’ said ¢ Tien,’ replying to the question, *brings us to
one point of the question we have already dealt with—the rela-
tionship of the spirit to the body. The child conceived in
accordance with Nature’s laws has had the foundation of its
immortality laid, and whitsoever may occur subsequently, the
foundational facts having been established, the ultimate develop-
ment of the personality is merely a question of scquence.’
Having thus suggestively shown that the real uestion is one
of individual identity and not of mere external change, ‘¢ Tien’
proceeded to elaborate the point at considerable length. Let
it be supposed (he argued, in effect) that rccognition was a
question of external appearance, and that a child having passed
into the spirit world remained a child, while the mother lived
on for some twenty years afterwards, acquiring all the marks of
age, bodily change, and infirmity. If the child remained as it
was twenty vears before, the mother might recognise the child,
but the child might have some difliculty in recognising
the mother, if the mother passed into the next world the same
in appearance as when she lived here. ‘Tien’ then proceeded
to develop another aspect of the question. There was, he said,
an element of injustice involved in the idea suggested by the
question. ‘You,” said he, ‘have had your fill of experience
and happiness. You have sated yourself with the waters of
life, and yet, by implication, it would seem you sant this child
of yours to stand still, to remain a child, that you may have the
somewhat selfish pleasure of recognising it again. Tf you can
only know your child by its form, then it is certain you will not
quickly recognise it. 1f there is no deeper tie between mother
and child than that, the child could never have been an offspring
of soul-love. But if there is that deep spiritual tie that existsin
all real parentage, no matter if a thousand years had elapsed,
no matter if the mother had changed beyond all possible chance
of being recognised by face and form, that deep spiritual
atlinity would speak throuch all. ** My child,” ‘“my mother,”
would be the message flashed along the wires, and they would
recognise each other, not because of the personal exterior, but
because of the underlying spiritual relationship that bound
them together.’

‘ Is there anything in the next stage of life akin to marriage
in this ?’

To this question the control replied at some length, pre-
facing his remarks with the observation that there were so many
curious, startling, and sorrowful things in connection with
marriage in this world that one might be pardoned for hoping
there twus nothing akin to it in the next ! Marriage here too
often meant ‘the purchase of a pretty face for an old title, marry-
ing my neighbour’s estate, or warrying into the firm and
becoming a partuer.” Such things were prostitutions of the
highest and holiest relationship that could he established
between man and woman ; and a new gospel had to be preached
in this regard that should pervade the whole social atmosphere.
What he (the speaker) understood by marriace here was o
physical, moral, and spiritual unity. People thus warried were
united by the strongest and only real ties that united souls.
When one of two individuals so united passed into the
next world the survivor had no room tor 2 suceescor to
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the place filled by the departed companion. The love, the
memory, the sympathy of the arisen soul still remained as an
influence all-satisfying and complete in the life of the one left
behind, so that when the one who was left also died and went
across the river, onc might say in truth, ¢Oh, yes; they will
be married again,’ or, in simple truth, ¢ They will meet and be
companions still in that higher and happier world ;’ for Love
represented the divinest element in human nature. Dealing

. with those innumerable cases where the state of true marriage

is not attained in this world, the control said, ‘In the next
world the law of association is mutual aflinity ; where there is
no aflinity there is no companionship. The unwisely-united
are sundered at death, and in God's greater world sooner or
later they find that which thzay failed to realise while here. And
then what follows? Why, the very answer to the question :
that if they find those whom they did not meet in this world,
there must be in a sense marryings in the world beyond, when
kindred souls unite and blend their life and love in the glory of
the immortal day.’

‘A mere alteration of temperature, pressure, or chemical
combination transforms matter from a tangible form into an
intangible gascous form, or wice wversdi. May we consider
spiritual processes as similar and subject to similar laws, but on
a plane not ordinarily cognisable by our physical senses ?’

The control replied : ¢ Precisely so. And let us add to it
that the slightest variation in what may be called the normal
integrity of the nervous system and the various sense-organs of
the human body will give you an altogether different and dis-
rorted view of this physical world ; hence the necessity of care-
fully correcting all sense-impressions, and the greater necessity
of carefully correcting these impressions when questions of
psychical and spiritual experience are involved.’

* Is it a fact that places are haunted for hundreds of years,
and that the unhappy spirits cannot progress unless assisted by
mortals ?’

To this inquiry ‘Tien’ replied affirmatively. It wmight
seem strange that a spirit could be in a place for hundreds of
years, chained there by some attraction which it was apparently
unable to withstand. Hundreds of years seemed a very long
period indeed, from the mortal point of view ; but to the mind
the duration of time was frequently a very relative conception.
Thus, under the shock of some great grief or trouble, the
sufferer will seem to have lived a life-time in a single day. This
was even more the caso in thoe spirit world, where the intensity
of every cmotion and experience was immensely quickened
and deepened, and a spirit might be for a hundred years of
mortal time practically conscious of only having lived a few
days or hours, so absorbed might he become in the contempla-
tion of the causes that held him to his condition. To release
such a spirit it was nccessary to reason with him, to take
counse!l with him, to bring mental power and force to bear upon
him, to quicken his spiritual perceptions by helping him to
realise that brooding over the past, and submitting to a morbid
feeling which chained him to the past, is the worst possible use
he could put himself to. When he could be thus helped and
encouraged he would become liberated and clothed in his right
mind, and would leave the locality that he had been associated
with so long. Hauntings came from two classes of spirits, and,
singular as it might seemn, two classes of opposite natures :
the very gross, ignorant, and superstitious, and the highly
refined and sensitive classes. The spirits of the one class were,
as a rule, held by their fears or by some depraved form of physical
appetite, the other spirits by their extreme sense of honour and
remorse. The one case might be described as a purely physical
association, and the other as an extravagant form of mental
agsociation. The *happy medium’—the common person—
escaped so sad a fate by reason of the sturdy common-sense with
which he faced the problems of existence.

The fow remaining replies may be brieflly summarised as
follows . In response to the question as to whether (as a
Chinese) he was still familiar with his native tongue, ‘Tien’
replied, in effect, that @ very long residence on the spirit side
of life naturally dulled the relationship with former earthly
conditions, but while perhaps lingual dexterity might be difticult,
the inner or spiritual side of the language would be compara-
tively casy to deal with. 1e referred also to the inability that
was presented 1n tho constitution of the medium for the producs
tion of sounds linguistically foreion to him.

To another inguirer who desired information upon the
momentous questions, * How does life originate, wnd from what









