


our greetings to this circle, in perhaps the most clergy-

ridden city in Italy, and shall be glad to hear of its

From an inaugural address, we translate the
Tt is simple enough, but we feel the

experiences.
following paragraph.
right spirit is in it :—

We become members of a union which appoints us to take
active part in a great movement of spiritual re-awakening that
manifests itself not alone in Europe but also in countries more
remote, where the first indications of civilisation have scarcely
dawned. It is not given to us to be the first in this re-awaken-
ing of the spirit; but even now, at the ninth hour, let us be
active workers, for the master of the vineyard will accord to us
the same recompense as to the first chosen ones, if only in the
work we have undertaken we can manifest that zeal which
leads to a good end.

On the subject of mind-cure, or healing by effort, a
writer in ‘The Journal of Practical Metaphysics’ tells
several good stories. Here 1s one :—

I cannot properly close the list, however, without touching
on the case of a lady who had been an invalid from dyspepsia
for twelve years. Medical wisdom had long pronounced her
case chronic, and she was cosseted by her family and tended by
her physician daily ; not a morsel did she eat without having
previously taken a certain amount of hot water and lain in a
certain position for so many minutes. Finally her husband,
whom she clung to mostly even as nurse, very suddenly and
unexpectedly died. The shock brought the hopeless invalid at
once to her feet. It is some years since, and she has never
again lain upon a sick bed. She does not admit mental healing
in the way its avowed advocates do, but when questioned
replies, ‘ God did it for me !’

* AL,’ remarked a shrewd medical man lately, * why did not
God do that for her before ? Her own will was aroused to make
God do it—-and she could have done the same thing at any tine.’
¢ Why do you not preach that to your patients? Why did her
doctors permit her invalidism for years?’ ‘Give me easier
(uestions, please—they couldn’t do anything ; they would only

lose a job and make an enemy,’ he said.
Every Spiritualist ought to see the rafionale of this.
There is a very precious spiritual law behind it.

¢ The Banner of Light’ has at length just noticed the
frequent proofs we laid before it that some one had bodily
taken our Leaders and used them as his own, without the
slightest acknowledgment. It now merely states that
these were ¢ coincidences,” ¢ chance’ similarities in expres-
sion, and so forth. We are very sorry to see this,—a great
deal more sorry than we were to see the curious transfer of
our Articles to its columns as its own. Dut we will say no
more, except to note that, by the side of this queer
explanation, there is an announcement that a new editor
has been appointed. We respcectfully offer him our best
wishes for happiness and success. We have every reason
to desire, in every way, prosperity for ¢The Banner of

Ta gh t.

¢ The Montreal Witness’ tells a good dream-story. A
lady dreamt that her two young children were lying dead
in their beds, and awoke in distress. Hurrying to the
adjoining room, she found the little girls unconscious,
owing to an escape of gas. In another hour they would
have been dead, but, through the curious premonition, their
lives were saved.

Miss Ada Ward, the actress, in giving her experiences
as to her conversion, said: ‘T was kneeling in meeting
when a most extraordinary sensation came over me. I felt
something rush by me, and when T opened my eyes I saw
Jesus standing before me, and He led me to the penitent
form.” Of course, the world will be ready with the usual
words, ¢ excitement,” ¢ hallucination,” ¢ imagination,” or even
‘humbug’: but we should like to hear more about it.
The statement does not gain by the assumption that the

¢something’ was Jesus,
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SPIRIT TEAGHINGS.

By AvuromMATiIc WRITING THROUGH THE HAND OF
W. StainToN MoSsES.

THIRD SERIES.

[Mr. F. W. H. Myers having kindly sent me, by permission of
the executors of Mr. Stainton Moses, three volumes of
automatic writing given through his mediumship, T wish to
preface the third series of ‘ Teachings’ by saying that as
much of the matter which has now come into my posses-
sion Las already appeared in ‘Spirit Teachings,” * Spirit
Identity,” and in former numbers of * LicHT,” the messages
I am now deciphering will nccessarily, in places, be dis-
connected in order to avoid needless repetition. Further-
more, absolute continuity is impossible, as the messages are
written in so small a hand that even with the aid of a
magnifying glass I cannot decipher all the passages, and the

peculiarity of some of the writing adds to the difficulty.—
M. SPEER.]
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JANvARY 18Tn, 1874.

Is anyone present ?
last night.

I, Imperator, the Servant and Minister of the Most
High, the Messenger of the Supreme, the Chief of the
ministering spirits who proclaim to man Divine Truth,
salute you. The benediction of the Supreme be on you
and on our friends through whom we work amongst
men. We charge you that you, each and all, individually
and as a circle, receiving the deposit of the Truth, do well
and prayerfully weigh and ponder in your minds the words
which have been uttered by us, and the message which we
now give to you. For it is of vital moment ; it deals with
eternal interests ; it is concerned with the counsels of the
Most High. We pray for you due grace to estimate aright
what we say. Listen.

We do not now review the long course of teaching
by which we have endeavoured to influence your mind
aright. We have laid before you truth. We have
preached to you a higher and nobler gospel than that
you had before received. @ We have combated your
objections step by step, and if we have not succeeded in
removing from your mind the doubts that have lurked
there, it is because the doubting frame of mind has become
so habitual that we have not been able to penetrate the
mist. We have more successfully dealt with our other
friends who have witnessed our dealings with you: and
we thankfully look on that proof of final success. We
shall in the end prevail, even over that sceptical mind
which is to us the most difficult of access. We are ham-
pered sorely by the impossibility of bringing evidence to
bear on a mind which, however honestly, is unable to
accept the ground on which alone we can work, more
especially since it is in almost all cases impossible for us
to grant tests which are devised by you, and on which the
mind is strongly bent. This applies to all of you, and is a
fact which you may well bear in memory. It is not as
you imagine, that we will not, but that we cannot, give to
you the special evidence and tests which you have your-
selves devised, and on which your minds are bent. If you
review the history of our communing with you, you will
find that your own devised tests have been rejected, but
that the evidence has been given in another form. The
history of spirit communion throughout attests this.
You are ignorant of the difficulty which besets us from the
positive attitude of mind which a demanded test induces.
We are hampered by it, and can do nothing. And when
this demand takes the shape of request for special infor-
mation it would, if granted, be unreliable from the admixture
of the mental action of the circle. So that even if we could
grant the desire, the end would be frustrated. This is invari-
able. But though we are not able so to work, we can and do

I wish to inquare abowut the sitting
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WORK IN THE SPIRIT WORLD.

By Hexry Forprs, Nsw YoRK.

May one from across the seas be permitted to bear wit-
ness to the reality and importance of the spiritual service
which Mr. Thomas Atwood described in his very significant
communication appearing in ¢ Licur’ of January 9th ?

Undeveloped spirits, because of their very undevelop-
ment, are usually no more able to perceive the presence
of spirits of high grades of advancement, or to main-
tain a conscious relationship toward them, than are
mortals of similar undevelopment. Thus it is that the
heavenly ambassadors of goodness and progress have to do
their work of helpful upliftment by means of mundane
instruments, making the earth-plane the fulcrum of their
lever of love. Spiritualistic literature contains many
accounts of the experiences of persons used for this bene-
ficent purpose. It is well known that Madame Haufle, the
famous ¢ Seeress of Prevorst,” was actually compelled to
devote a large portion of her life in miristering to ¢spirits
in prison.” Swedenborg, also, was used in this way, for he
often mentions the fact that he addressed instructing
remarks to spirits; and Judge Edmonds’ work contains
numerous references to visits of spirits in scarch of light and
guidance. The little volume, ¢ Light on the Hidden Way,’
published by Tichnor, Boston, 1886, is especially in-
structive upon this point, though the Rev. James Freeman
Clarke, who introduces the authoress to her readers, is
careful to state that ‘she has had no connection with so-
called Spiritualism.” The following passage, culled from its
pages, is so pregnant with spiritual significance and so
appropriate that I cannot forbear quoting it :—

You ask me to tell you more of my *little flock.” Many of
them have been men of prominence here. That * the first shall
be last, and the last first,” according to the world’s standard of
wisdom and greatness, is daily illustrated by the humility with
which these men of once high places come to learn of spiritual
things like little children. Their characters are various, and
through devious ways have they come to that * last bourne’ ; but
each separate cxperience is intensely interesting. I will try to
give you fragmentary touches of a few of them. Dead here to
all spiritual life and growth, they have centered the higher life
totally unfit for the coinpanionship of the blessed, and in their
despair, gloom, and guile shrink away from all helpful
influences ; for only with the soul's cry of * Abba, Father !” does
growth begin. It has been diflicult to understand why this
work among the soul-sick and unhappy 1s given e, when the
Better Land is so full of carnest helpers, whose natural and
chosen labour would seem to be just here. But we learn that
it is less painful for the unspiritual dead to approach one still
veiled by this mortal vestinent while their sympathies and
regrets hold them to earth ; bul once receptive to wiser teachers,
they pass immediately from my guidance into the safe fold.

One who has held my warmest sympathy was here a clergy-
man, & man of brilliant mind and natural liberal tendeucices ;
but rejecting the higher licht, preached dogmas he no longer
believed, closing his eyes and understinding to truths incon-
venient to accept. lis suflering is twofold—the injury to his
own spirit, and a grief yet more intolerable over those misled
by his teaching; for he had many centhusiastic admirers, to
whom his word and opinion were law.

Two were gentiemen of ample means, who lived moral, hut
narrow, sclfish lives, and died leaving their property to public
institutions already 1ichly endowed. What would they not give
now to be able to relieve the distress of relatives and friends who
are suffering from this selfish indifference to their needs ! They
cannot detach themselves from (hese lives, following them
through anxietics and hardships which their care mmight have
averted, so unreconciled at being helpless to aid them, and
having only themselves to blame.  In some ways these are the
most miserable who come to me ; held back from progress by
regrets and remorse, they will not seek for themselves brighter
spheres while those they have neglected ave toil-worn hiere. . . .

Judge C.was a man of tine intellect and large hospitality,
living upon a handsome estate, lord of the domain, and much
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deferred to in the management of State aflairs. ke was not a
church-goer himself, loved argument, talked remarkably well,
and was always ready for a discussion. Thus slipped along in
case and prosperity a life of sixty odd years, when health began
o fail, and the problem of a future life presented itself. His
country home was somewhat isolated ; and, loving intelligent
companionship, he invited the Catholic priest, when in that
neighbourhood, to stay at his house. Religious discussions
naturally became frequent and more interesting, with decreas-
ing bodily strength ; and a few weeks before his death he was
baptised by the friendly priest, absolved from his sins, and
persuaded that an acceptance of the Church’s conditions of
salvation would be a sure passport into happiness and heaven.
He had been years in the spirit world when brought to me by
a dear friend, who had been one of his near ones in earth life.
But oh, the bitter disappointment of this poor soul! He had
found a new life, but one utterly unlike that pictured to him
by the priest. The teaching of religion was all false, he
gl - o

Perhaps the most trying of all whom I have sought to aid is
one who here was a man of position and influence both in his
church and community, a prominent member of various
missionary and tract societies, given to cant, long prayers and
graces, strict in his family discipline, rigidly observing every
letter of Kvangelical religion. He was known to be a shrewd
business man, and, in consequence of his wide and well-known
connection with religious and charitable institutions, became
guardian and trustee for many orphans and widows, whom he
defrauded of their property, using their means to pursue his
growing passion for speculation. It would be painful to you,
as well as to me, to go into the details of the moral and spiritual
degradation of this man, who hid his iniquity under the cloak
of righteousness, imposing upon the true and simple by his
sanctimonious air and loud professions. He was brought to me
by one whom he had wronged, and we have done all in our
power to help him ; but it has seemed an almost hopeless task
to restore to him even a small measure of spiritual life, for there
15 not a single means of comfort or inspiration to others that
does not contain a bitter sting for him. The simplest word of
prayer wrings from him aery of agony. e who prayed so tluently
in the prison and reformatory, who was always ready to lead
the prayer-meeting or offer the long grace, unable to lisp even
the publican’s prayer! e comes with others, but remains
apart, bowed with humility and remorse, unwilling so much as
to raise his eyes unto heaven, or even ask that his darkened
soul may receive light.

The large body of Spirvitualists have not yet realised
the vast opportunities for good that this purely spiritual
work aflords to thosc who will place themselves in the
position to become the means to rellect the light of the
New Gospel upon a multitude of fellow beings, who, for
some cause, real or anaginary, are imprisoned amidst the
black clouds of the ‘outer darkness.’

It is my privilege to be a member of a little circle
which for many months has been engaged in this missionary
work of the inner world.  All sorts and conditions of men
and women have been introduced to us by our invisible
fcllow-workers and guides. Sometimes singly, and very
often in large numbers, they have been brought, and we
Lave been advised to treat them ¢just as if they were
mortals,”  Poor, helpless creatures have they shown them-
selves to he-—wanderers in ITades, the state very sugges-
tively described by Jung-Stilling as ¢ that obscure and
entirely cmpty region,’ possessing ‘ not the smallest thing
that can atlord delight and enjoyment to the departed
spirit except what the laster brings with it.’

Nor is it only positive sinfulness that holds the spirit
away from that true spirvitual Life of which the Master
spoke as being reached through the ¢ strait gate’ and the
‘narvow way.” Morbid, mental conditions, such as despond-
ency, moroseness, envy, disappointment, and vanity, envelop
many a wretched soul in thick clouds of blackness that
obscure the invigorating light of Truth and Love. And
intellectual — ervors, false conceptions, and wrong ideals
often become massive prison-walls in spirvit life.  Many
times we have been shown the paralysing eftfect upon the
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THE UNION OF THE NATIONS.

By Hupsox Turrnia.

Every lover of humanity would rejoice at the success
of arbitration, by which the misunderstandings of nations
could be peaceably adjusted. War belongs to the brutal
past, and is an anachronism when resorted to by civilised
nations to-day. The inventions of engines of destruction
has robbed valour of its glory, and made war a butchery.
It is fitting for the gospel of peace to be first advocated
by the two great English-speaking nations. They are knit
together by every tie of inter-relationship, and their in-
terests are the same. Prejudices, once strong, are dis-
appearing, and those who look beneath the surface of
things recognise the fact of a common destiny. There 1s
not an English warship on the wide seas but protects
American rights, nor one floating the stars and stripes
which does not uphold the rights of England. The occa-
sional lurid rhetoric which flashes on both sides has no
national significance. It is only the expressions of
individuals who would thus gain momentary notoriety.
The great poets, historians, statesmen, scientists, and in-
ventors of England belong to the United States as much
as they do to the sea-girt isles. They have written our
early songs, our primal history, made our laws, and led us
into the courts of Nature by their discoveries. Our Morse
made possible their telegraphs; our Edison their electric
lights and tramways ; our Bessemer their steel rails and
armour-clad warships. The songs of Burns are sung by
the banks of the Mississippi and on the western slope of
the Sierras ; the sweet cadence of Longfellow is recited by
the children of Manchester. No Englishman feels more
honest pride in Tennyson or Gladstone than is felt by the
citizens of the United States.

Sometimes the small newspapsr-writer goes back thirty
years to the aid England gave the rebellion ; or the outrages
perpetrated at the beginning of the century; or even secks
tc stir the embers of hatred by allusion to the timc when
the Colcnies sought to free themsclves from the ¢ British
yoke,’ forgetful thav the best men of England were on the
American side, and, had they not been, the revolution and
rebellion might have been decided quite differently.

The English-speaking race arc bound together as a unit
with a common destiny, and whatever affects one of its
branches affects all. The great tree, whose roots drank
up Saxon strength, depends on its one great trunk for
support. Arbitration is the beginning of consolidation,
for mutual support and protection, which will extend until
all civilised nations will join in a world Confederation.

This is the grand mission of Spiritualism, and it 1s
significant that this national union for peace, never dreamed
of before, has come in its time, und in direct following of
its sublime teachings. Man as an immortal spirit is
missioned to conserve, not destroy. As brothers with a
common destiny there should be no prejudice of race or
nationality.

In its application this will not come until there is a
final trial of arms ; until it is learned by saddest experience
that the means of destruction have become irresistible,
and to meet them is not bravery but folly.

But with England and the United States there are no
¢ strained relations,” no fear of dominancy ; for whatever
is gained by one redounds to the advantage of the other,
and only by fraternal union can their great world-destiny
be achieved.

For writers or speakers to inflame the public mind, and
thus attempt to stay the tide of civilisation which strongly
sets in this direction, is little short of treason to humanity.
Patriotisin, the love of country, which will give all; even
life, in its defence against oppression, is among the choicest
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virtues, and its shawm reseinblance, which shouts for country
at the expense of other lands, is the most contemptible.

Better yet the patriotism, which with its broad and
loving charity embraces the whole world, recognising that
to lift up one nation, all must be lifted up, and that the
most barbarous savage on the confines of the remotest sea
cannot suffer without all nations feeling the shock. We
are brothers all ; the world is our country, as the world of
spirit is our heritage and final home.

Berlin Heights, O., U.S.A.

A NEW COSMOGONY; OR, SPIRIT AND MATTER.

A PROVISORY THEORY.

By Taapprus HyATr.

The theory now about to be presented rests upon a cos-
mogony broader than material nature, and upon laws whose
existence science disdains at present to even consider.

A cosmogony that leaves a spirit universe entirely out of
sight is less than half complete; a science that deals with
nothing but matter is only half developed ; and a theory that
bases the religious and moral nature of man upon protoplasmic
evolution finds its logical sequence in ‘death an eternal sleep,’
and Nature the sepulchre of God.

A philosophy that finds no life beyond the grave, and a
religion which sees one of unending torment only for a haplese
race, minus a favoured few, are alike repugnant to man’s best
reason, to his divinest instinets, and to the noblest aspirations
of the human soul.

In the nightly splendours of the starry systems on which we
gaze, God has mirrored in miniature the salient features of His
spirit world ; each system in itself a microcosmic universe—
its sun the life, the light, the centre around which cluster,
and upon which rest, the rolling orbs that make the systcm
one. So to His spirit universe is God, its centre and its sun.
Around this orb eternal clusters all existence. The universe
of spirit and of Nature rests on God. The radiant glory of
this sun ceclestial is the aural Omnipresence of the Infinite ;
the spirit world where souls originate and in which at last they
find their final rest ; a sphere so inconceivable for amplitude,
s0 incomprehensible in its infinity, that Nature’s huge fabric of
interminable worlds floats insignificant as gossamer within the
stretches of its measureless abysses.

Clustered around this Solar God, under the dominating,
the inexorable law of moral gravitation, the spirit world exists
in spheres concentric with their sun ; graded each in accordance
with the moral purity of its inhabitants, from the brightest and
happiest nearest to their God, onward and outward with ever
diminishing splendour, to the darkest and most wretched,
skirting the bleak borders of ‘the outer darkness,” and the
‘second death.’

Such is a picture of the spirit world limned by the light of
the principles embodied in the propositions of the theory now
to follow ; a world that being spirit, is the only absolutely real
as contrasted with that by which man’s sensuous philosophies
are so deplorably mystified and cheated.

Tur Provisory THEORY.

L. That God is a spirit ; Self-Iixistent ; the Greai First
Cause ; and the only Absolutely Real.

¢ (Y

2. That being Self-Existent, ¢ God only hath immortality.
3 That the Creator manifests Himself to His spirit universe
as a Celestial Central Sun.

4. That the atmosphere of this Sun,which is God immanent,
constitutes the spirit world, is the ¢ ether’ of the material ; and
that it 1s the source of all energy potential and dynamic in both
the universe of spirit and of matter.

o, That us hetween spirit and matter, God beinz the Real,
spirit 18 the real : hence that matter is antitype to spirit.

. That matter being antitype to spirit, the primary form
of all matter is spirit.

7. That when the material form perishes its primary form
ceases.

8. That wmatter is spirit provisionally conditioned with
reference to time and space.

9. That time and space rvelate to the evolution of the human
spirit soul.
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