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no such Influence or Personality as the Holy Spirit of God ? 
Scarcely that, I presume. If he does not deny the existence and 
influence of the Holy Spirit, does he put that Spirit on a lower 
level than the * holy spirits of waiting angels,’ i.e., our departed 
human friends? Will he venture to say the Presbyterian 
minister was not absolutely right in imploring the aid of the 
highest known Divine Power—in appealing to the greater 
rather than the lesser power ? And in so doing did not he (the 
minister) show a deeper spiritual knowledge and wisdom than 
the majority of Spiritualists, who seem contented with the fitful 
and often unsatisfactory help derived from a class of beings 
only one step higher than ourselves ?

Spiritualists of all people should be careful how they do 
despite to the Holy Spirit of God—for what is the use of 
Spiritualism if it does not lead up from earth to heaven, from 
the human to the Divine—through any number of stages, it 
may be, but ultimately to God and the Holy Spirit ?

As a rule, we find it best, in reply to similar criticisms, 
to simply say: ‘Our readers, who belong to all schools of 
thought and opinion, must take us as we are. Some blame 
us for our strong orthodox bias, and others for our ration­
alism. We try to steer an honest course in mid-stream.’ 
In this case, however, the point raised is interesting, and 
we feel moved to briefly discuss it.

So far from disparaging belief in God and ‘ The Holy 
Spirit,’ we rather incline to the opinion that both concep­
tions are too far above us to warrant the intensely familiar 
and anthropomorphic language quoted by us. Here upon 
earth, so far as we can see, God works through instruments 
and only by law ; and we see no reason to believe that He 
works in any other way in or from the Unseen: and we 
honestly think that it would do us all an enormous amount 
of good if, for a time at all events, we talked more about 
the holy spirits whom we can understand, and whose per­
sonal presence we can realise, and less about ‘ The Holy 
Spirit ’ who, even when personified, is utterly incomprehen­
sible and unimaginable as a person who is actually every­
where.

We may say, too, that we had in mind the astonishing 
inconsistency of those good people who, while personifying 
‘ The Holy Spirit ’ and making Him everywhere present, 
resent our belief in holy spirits, and usually try to silence 
us by attributing all spirit-manifestations to ‘ The Devil.’ 
That needs a sharp reproof.

The ‘ Journal of the Society for Psychical Research,’ 
under the heading of ‘ An Exposure,’ refers to ‘ Light,’ 
so wo may return the compliment. We commend the 
Society’s anxiety to ‘ expose fraudulent so-called “ spirit­
ualistic ” manifestations,’ but we wish it would occasionally 
take note of our reports of manifestations which no one 
has shown to be fraudulent.

The particular ‘ fraud ’ now said to be exposed is that 
connected with Mr. Lord’s clock story, about which Mr. 
Lord himself has had something to say. For our own 
part, we all along thought that the story wanted a good 
deal of verifying : and all we regret is that the agent of 
‘ The Society for Psychical Research ’ spoilt the whole 
thing, by utterly destroying the conditions. Of course, if 
the agent went to the clock with the idea that his business 
was to placard the whole thing as a fraud, there is no more 
to be said, as he went the right way to work. He took 
away the clock, altered all the conditions, with the help 
of his watchmaker, who ‘ smiled,’ and then cried ‘ Fraud ! ’ 
whereas it is obvious that if he had inquiry and experiment 
in view, he ought to have patiently tested it in situ and 
without tampering with it.

Wo never endorsed the story: we only gave it for what 
it was worth : but we must candidly say that the Psychical 
Research Society’s agent behaved absurdly—on his own 
showing. But there is something worse than that. In his 
report, dismissing the matter, he plainly suggested that

Mr. Lord was himself convinced that the trick was 
proved. His words are, ‘ I saw Mr. L. yesterday, and find 
that nothing more can be done about the clock, as he is 
n ow quite disillusioned about Mr. G. and has threatened 
to dr um him out of the spiritualistic movement.’ This is a 
very bad case of suggeslio falsi t as Mr. Lord’s letter showed*

‘ The Catholic Herald ’ (Edinburgh) does not like the 
letter we recently printed, signed ‘ An Irish Catholic 
Priest.’ It doubts whether the writer is really a priest, 
but puts its doubt in a rather ambiguous way, thus : * We 
wonder whether the writer is a priest? If so, he knows 
little of the real nature of Spiritualism.’ This seems to 
say that if a man is a priest he knows but little of the 
real nature of Spiritualism—which has some truth in it. 
But ‘ The Catholic Herald ’ probably wanted to say that 
if our correspondent is a priest he is an ill-informed one. 
It proceeds to say that, so far as it has gone, those who are 
acquainted with Spiritualism condemn it, as injurious, 
immoral or diabolic. One spirit actually once rapped out 
that it came from ‘ H-e-1-1.’ Very likely : and if it were 
true, we are extremely glad to hear that the poor things 
are occasionally allowed to have a holiday.

But, seriously, does ‘ The Catholic Herald ’ want ua to 
believe that this vast region of spirit-life, on the confines 
of which, or in the midst of which, we dwell, is evil and 
only evil ?

As time goes on, we hope Spiritualists will take the 
lead or, at all events, be among the first, as denouncers of 
every form of brutality. The humanitarian and ethical 
sides of Spiritualism must be forced to the front. We 
stand for ideals, and for ideals which directly tend to 
rescue mankind from its lower stages on the bestial plane.

These thoughts were pressed upon us by observing the 
prominence given by certain London papers to the odious 
and utterly degrading prize-fight at Carson City, Nevada, 
a few days ago. ‘ The Evening News,’ of course, broke out 
into ecstasies over it, with its largest type, giving the 
filthy details, and a leader, containing the telegram, ‘This 
is a great day for Carson City, Nevada,’ and a glorification 
of the disgusting business. ‘ The Daily Telegraph ’ gave it 
prominence on its contents bill. ‘ The Sun ’ had nothing 
else on its board but ‘Great Fight. Special Description*:  
and even ‘ The Star ’ followed suit by filling its board with 
‘ Full Details of the Great Fight.’

We have not waded through the whole of this black­
guard story, but we saw enough to suggest some awful 
thoughts. What is the actual state of mind of the legion 
of demons who gloat over this thing ? and could anything 
take us nearer Hell ?

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LIMITED.

A meeting of Members, Associates, and friends of the 
Alliance will be held in the French Drawing Room, St. 
James’s Hall (entrance from Piccadilly), at 7 for 7.30p.m.j 
on Friday, April 9th, when ‘Tien,’ speaking through Mr. 
J. J. Morse, will answer questions from the audience. 
Persons wishing to put questions to ‘ Tien ’ would do well 
to come prepared with them already written.

Jamaica.—A subscriber to ‘Light,’ who is greatly 
interested in Spiritualism, and is moreover an intelligent and 
cultured gentleman, writes from Port Royal asking for informa­
tion as to the names and addresses of other Spiritualists 
resident in Jamaica. If any of our readers can give the 
required information we shall have pleasure in forwarding it to 
our correspondent.

Liverpool.—‘Light’ may be obtained in Liverpool at8, 
Brougham-terrace, and also at Daulby Hall.
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EFFECTS OF MUSLC ON HYPNOTISED SUBJECTS.
An esteemed correspondent has kindly sent us the 

following extracts from an article entitled, * Some Physio­
logical Effects of Music on Hypnotised Subjects/ by 
Alfred S. Warthan, Ph.D., M.D., which appeared some 
time since in the ‘Medical News’ (Philadelphia). The 
writer is Demonstrator of Clinical Medicine in the 
University of Michigan

The subjects were hypnotised by the common method of 
fixing the eyes, passing the hands over the head and face, and 
at the same time making word suggestions. After several trials 
they could usually be brought into a deep hypnotic state. This 
was done in a room containing a piano, the subject being placed 
in a chair or upon a lounge near the instrument. As soon as 
the hypnotic state was induced the following suggestion was 
given to the patient : ‘ You are dead to everything else in the 
world except the music which is now to be played, and you will 
feel and know nothing but this music. Moreover, when 
awakened, you will remember what effect it has had on you.’ A 
composition would then be played, and the physiological effects 
noted ; and then the subject was awakened and asked to give 
his experience, and it is the result of some of these experiments 
that I now wish to give.

Mr. M. is a physician, forty years old, fond of music, and 
of an emotional nature. He is easily hypnotised, and passes 
quickly into the deepest hypnotic state. Wagner’s ‘ Ride of the 
Walküre ’ was played from the piano-score. The subject’s pulse 
became at once more rapid, fuller, and of increased tension. As 
the music continued the pulse-rate rose from sixty, his normal 
rate, to one hundred and twenty-two per minute, becoming very 
quick, full, and of low tension. At the same time the rate of 
respiration was increased from eighteen to thirty per minute. 
The subject’s face showed great mental excitement, his whole 
body was thrown into motion, the legs were drawn up and the 
arms tossed in the air ; at the same time the whole body was 
bathed in a profuse perspiration. On being awakened the sub­
ject said that he did not perceive the music as sound but as 
feeling, and that this feeling was a sensation of wild excitement, 
brought on by ‘ riding furiously through the air.’ This state of 
mind brought up before him in the most realistic and vivid 
manner imaginable the picture of the ride of Tam O’Shanter, 
which he had seen years before ; that, almost immediately, this 
became real to him, and in some way he took part in the wild 
chase, not as a witch, devil, or as Tam, but his consciousness 
was in some way spread through every part of the scene, being 
of it, and yet also playing the part of a spectator.

Mr. O. is twenty-two years old, of average musical and 
emotional development. He is not so easily hypnotised as the 
first subject, and does not pass into such a deep state. Under 
the influence of the same musical composition the same effect 
upon pulse and respiration was produced, the former rising in 
rate from seventy to one hundred and twenty beats per minute. 
The patient’s expression remained unchanged and no movement 
of the body was made. The skin was covered with profuse 
perspiration. When aroused, the subject said that he had 
received a perfect sensation of ‘ riding furiously through the 
air,’ and that this feeling had created for him a perfect picture 
of a horse-race, in the most complete and startling detail.

The effect of this composition upon all was practically the 
same. All experienced a ‘ feeling of riding,’ which almost 
immediately brought up from their past experience some 
association directly connected with this state of feeling ; as, for 
instance, the physician had at one time been deeply impressed 
by a large picture of Tam O'Shanter’s ride ; and the student had 
previously attended horse-races with great interest. Only one 
of the subjects knew of the connection of the music with the 
story of the 1 Walküre ’ ; and to that one it always expressed 
and pictured the wild ride of the daughters of Wotan, the sub­
ject taking part in the ride.

It is here to be noted that the subjects could not tell after­
wards what music had been played to them while in the 
hypnotic state ; and that the same composition played to them 
while in the normal state produced no impression comparable 
with that received in the hypnotic condition, and was without 
physiological effect.

Appended are some pulse tracings taken from one of the 
subjects during the playing of the ‘Ride of the Walküre.’ 
Though made with a very poor instrument, they were taken 

under exactly similar conditions, and in the same period of time, 
and thus show the relative changes in the pulse-wave under the 
effects of music :—

Tracing No. 1.

Pulse-tracing in normal condition ; seventy beats per minute.

Tracing No. 2.

Pulse-tracing from same subject in hypnotic state ; eighty-two 
beats per minute.

In all of the subjects, after being hypnotised, there was a slight 
increase in the rate, with a decrease in size and tension.

Tracing No. 3.

AAXAJVAAA JV
Pulse-tracing from same suojeuü, in hypnotic condition, just 

after the playing of the selection from Wagner’s ‘Die 
Walküre’ had been begun; rate ninety-five per minute, 
high and quick, tension lowered.

As the weight upon the lever was kept in the same place for 
all of these tracings, the true character of the wave in No’s. 3 
and 4 is not shown, as the weight was not properly adjusted to 
the higher wave.

The fire-music from the closing scene of the ‘ Walküre’ also 
produced increased pulse-rate, with greater fulness and less 
tension. To one subject it brought up an image of hashing 
fire ; to another of water rippling and sparkling in the sun­
shine ; to another, of an ocean in which great breakers threw 
up glittering spray into the sunshine, the chief idea being 
in every case that of ‘ sparkling.’

Tracing No. 4.

AAAA. A MJVKAAAA
From the same subject, in hypnotic condition,during the height 

of excitement produced by the same composition ; one 
hundred and twenty beats per minute, high, quick ; tension 
low, marked irregularity in force. Tracing taken from the 
same person in normal condition, after violent exercise, 
shows almost exactly the same character.

The ‘ Walhalla ’ motive, played in full, at first slowed the 
pulse and raised the tension ; later almost doubling the rate and 
lowering the tension. To the subject it gave a feeling of ‘ lofty 
grandeur and calmness/ and this in turn brought back the experi­
ence of mountain-climbing many years before, together with 
the mental state produced by the contemplation of a landscape 
of ‘ lofty grandeur. ’

The music of the scene, in which Briinhilde appears to 
summon Sigmund to Walhalla, produced a very marked change 
in the pulse, which was made slow, irregular in rhythm, and 
very small. The respirations were decreased in rate, and be­
came gasping ; the face became pale and covered with cold 
perspiration. The feeling described by the subjects was that of 
‘ death.’ No definite impression could or would be described.

The effect of single chords in certain relations produced 
wonderful effects. If during the height of excitement caused 
by the ‘ Ride of the Walküre,’ in the key of B major, the chord 
of B minor was suddenly and loudly played, a most remarkable 
change was produced in the subject. In the case of the 
physician, all excitement suddenly ceased, the subject’s face 
became ashy pale, and covered with cold sweat ; the pulse-rate 
dropped from one hundred and twenty to forty per minute, and 
became very irregular, soft, and small ; the respirations were 
decreased in number, and became sighing in character. The 
whole picture presented was one of complete collapse, so that 
all who saw it were alarmed. On being awakened, the subject 
said that he had been oppressed by a horrible fear, because 
1 everything had suddenly seemed to come to an end.’

This experiment was repeated many times, with always the 
same result. Upon the other subjects a similar effect was pro­
duced, with the same sensations, but of less intensity. It is to
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be remembered that none of the others could be put into so 
complete a state of hypnosis as this one subject. The same 
chord, played in any other relation than the one mentioned, 
produced no effect whatever.

THE SEEN AND THE UNSEEN.
From a telling paper read by Mr. M. B. Little, at the 

Baptist Chapel, Glens Falls (N.Y.), we extract the follow­
ing passages :—

The germs of all life exist in the world of the invisible. 
Through natural laws they develop into phenomenal or material 
expressions of the visible, and pass through the conditions of 
birth, growth, maturity, decay, and death or disintegration, and 
return to the world of the unseen. Have we not then reason 
to assume that human life, a part of the same universe of 
nature, is also governed by the same law ? Perhaps that terse 
old Oriental expression, * Returns to God who gave it'—returns 
to the unseen—has a much broader significance than we have 
been accustomed to give it.

Descending to the lowest expression of nature in the visible 
world, we find the mineral kingdom having form and motion 
only. Ascending to the vegetable kingdom we find form,motion 
and life ; and this kingdom is dependent upon the one below it, 
for it subsists upon it. Next in the ascending scale we meet 
the animal kingdom, having form, motion, life and sensation ; 
also dependent upon the two kingdoms below it for its mainten­
ance. Rising to the human kingdom we find form,motion, life, 
sensation and intelligence, dependent upon the three lower 
kingdoms for its expression of life. The last or highest king­
dom is the spiritual or the unseen, and in this kingdom only 
man attains to spiritual wisdom. Here he is able to compre­
hend the full meaning of his past life in the kingdom below it. 
This, the ethereal, the unseen kingdom, is also dependent upon 
all of the kingdoms below it, for it is through them the Ego 
must travail in pain to reach its final deliverance in the kingdom 
of spirit.

Now, all of these several kingdoms are dependent upon 
each other for their maintenance. Remove any one of them 
and all the others perish. Were there no unseen or spiritual 
kingdom there would be no ultimate or perfection to be at­
tained, and natural law does not operate without a purpose, an 
ultimate.

Remove the mineral kingdom and all of the other kingdoms 
would in like manner cease to exist, for its principles enter into 
the composition of their material expressions.

Farther than this, there must be a continuous and uninter­
rupted communication between each of these several kingdoms, 
for isolation would only be another name for annihilation. The 
unseen life principle, the God in nature, must permeate every 
animate form in each and all of these kingdoms. We know 
that communication, tangible to our physical senses, exists 
between all of the material kingdoms. Does it not then 
naturally follow that communication must also exist between 
them and the higher, the spiritual kingdom ?

As the several visible kingdoms are all manifest in the 
material world about us, so also is the unseen kingdom, the 
invisible world, right here among us. We are now living in it 
and, to an extent, form a part of it. As tersely expressed by 
an unseen one of great erudition, ‘ The two worlds are in very 
close conjunction with each other; that is, they extend into 
each other and in fact embrace each other, mingling and inter­
mingling. In the midst of the seen or mortal life you are also 
in the realm of the unseen.’

From the earliest manifestations of the materialising of 
human thoughts into enduring expressions on stone,baked clay, 
skins or paper, down to the present day, we find one all­
predominating idea never lost sight of in all the changes pro­
duced by conquest or cataclysm. This universal, ever 
persistent, ever present belief, harmonious in generals,although 
differing in details, is none other than an unbounded faith in 
the existence of an invisible kingdom, an unseen world, which 
is, through natural law, the inheritance of the human kingdom 
below it.

We are also able to trace through the ancient traditions and 
writings of all peoples of antiquity, no matter what part of the 
globe they may have inhabited, one even, unbroken golden 
thread of belief in transcendental phenomena, and in communi­
cation between the two worlds, the seen and the unseen.

Our own Bible, which we have been taught to revere as the 
infallible written Word of God,contains a flood of evidence of a 
remote belief in communion between the two worlds. It is 
continually cropping out, from the phenomenon of the flaming 
sword in Eden down to the clairvoyant symbol visions of John 
the Revelator. In this valuable traditional history of the 
development of the intellectual and psychical natures of a race 
of men, phenomenal manifestations of an invisible force, or an 
unseen presence, are so interwoven with historical facts as to 
form a prominent part of the history itself.

We are living in an age of reason and not of mystery. 
To-day the highest aspiration of the human mind is to know 
rather than to believe, and the traditions of the past will no 
longer suffice to answer the demands of thought in this pro­
gressive but materialistic epoch. Are we not, then, compelled 
to draw aside the curtain of ancestral prejudice and enter the 
open fields of science and transcendental phenomena in our 
search for evidence tangible to our physical senses of the 
existence of, and the possibility of communion with, an unseen 
world ? However, before we enter the arena as investigators it 
will be prudent to consider certain general laws, that we may 
be able to conform to their imperious requirements.

All of the laws governing the material and psychical condi­
tions in the lower or material kingdoms run right through and 
operate with equal force in the higher kingdom, the spiritual or 
unseen.

Science has laid down the law ‘ that indestructible, eternal 
atoms and their motions constitute all that is in the universe,’ 
and that when united in close embrace or condensed by the law 
of ‘ chemical affinities 1 their orbits of vibratory motion become 
so reduced that they form material substance tangible to the 
physical senses. This our invisible teachers admit, but do not 
accept the theory as accounting for the life principle to which 
the atoms are drawn and of which they constitute the material 
expression. Further than this, they also teach us of the 
existence of another class of atoms so refined, so ethereal, 
as to be invisible to the mortal vision when conglomerated, 
and that all manifestations of forms in nature are composed of 
both of these classes of atoms.

Natural law operates on the unseen interior or essence of 
every particle of matter, dense or ethereal, in the material 
world ; but we are only cognisant of its operations through its 
exterior material expression or phenomena. Hence the 
operations of natural law are alike upon the invisible essence 
in both worlds—the seen and the unseen.

All communications,then,between the two higher kingdoms, 
the material and the spiritual, between the two worlds, must be 
of a phenomenal or material character tobe tangible to mortals. 
Our physical senses are under limitations and can only cognise 
what comes within the scope of the material or phenomenal, 
for the invisible world in its normal condition to our mortal 
senses has no existence. Hence in our attempts to establish 
communication between the two worlds we are, in the outset, 
confronted with this apparently insurmountable obstacle which 
we must in some manner overcome.

All principles and forces in nature, including attraction, 
electricity and magnetism, which are tangible to us on the 
mortal plane of life, also exist in ethereal form in the higher 
realm, where they operate with equal force, although we cannot 
see them. In our experiments we must remember that weare 
dealing with forces in their essence—invisible, and to an extent 
incomprehensible to us as investigators.

Another point to be considered is the fact that, on the 
lowest plane of the unseen life—on the mortal plane—the forms 
of the invisible ones are just sufficiently ethereal to be beyond 
the limitations of our mortal vision, and as they progress in 
intelligence and goodness the forms become more refined, and 
their unseen homes are then located just beyond the effects of 
the turmoil of the material world, and in their return to the 
mortal plane to manifest their presence they are obliged to take 
upon themselves the conditions of that plane.

Let us now sum up our contention as follows : That there 
are two worlds, the seen and the unseen ; that the invisible 
realm is located in and about the visible realm ; that the mortal 
sphere is only a transitory or phenomenal world, while the 
indiscernible world is the permanent, the real world ; that we, 
in our complete organisms, as human intelligences, form a part 
of both spheres ; that the unseen world is a natural world,com­
posed of chemical combinations of the finer atoms of matter 
which permeate the whole universe, but too ethereal to be 
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perceptible to our human senses ; that there are avenues of 
communication between the invisible realms and the mundane 
sphere ; that when proper conditions are furnished by mortals 
the unseen are able to make their presence known to us ; even 
to the extent of temporary embodiment, of which our physical 
perceptions may take cognisance ; and finally that eternal life, 
eternal development, and eternal progression constitute the 
natural inheritance of every human soul.

SOME REMARKABLE MANIFESTATIONS.

I have at different times given accounts of the most remark­
able manifestations I witnessed in America, but there remains 
an episode connected with the Eddy mediums which has not 
been referred to, and which I think will be of interest to the 
readers of ‘Light.’ I did not witness it myself, but I have no 
reason to doubt its actual occurrence, as I received it from those 
who witnessed it ; and from what I saw during my two weeks’ 
residence in the Eddy homestead I can readily believe that it 
actually took place.

In Colonel Olcott’s book, ‘People from the Other World,’ 
there is a representation of a Mrs. Cleveland holding up a shawl 
by one end and ‘Honto,’ the Indian spirit, holding the other 
end. This good lady was a neighbour of the Eddys, and was a 
frequent attendant at the seances. She came while I was there. 
Some little time before that she had lost her husband, and it is 
to what took place at the funeral that I wish to call attention.

It is customary in America to hold the principal part of the 
funeral service in the house before leaving for the burial. On 
the occasion of the funeral of Mr. Cleveland, William Eddy 
went to the house, a villa residence, a short distance off, and 
entered a small room opening on the room in which the coffin 
was placed, around which the mourners sat. All that was done 
in the way of preparation was to draw down the blind of the 
room in which the medium sat to diminish the amount of light. 
In a short time the door was opened and a figure appeared, 
which was recognised as that of Mr. Brown, who had at one 
time conducted the nightly séances in the Eddy house. He was 
draped in a sort of clerical garb, for, though not a regular 
minister, he was accustomed to act as a lay preacher in earth­
life. Standing at the doorway, he proceeded to deliver a suit­
able address of twenty minutes’ duration, which was well 
appreciated by those present. I was taken by Horatio Eddy 
to the house, and he explained to me where the coffin was 
placed, and showed the room in which the medium sat. Mrs. 
Cleveland and another person corroborated the facts, a full 
account of which was published at the time in the ‘ Religio- 
Philosophical Journal,’ which I remember reading.]

I may mention another incident that is said to have occurred, 
of somewhat similar character. At the time I was staying 
with the Eddys, Mr. Brown, son of the before mentioned spirit 
‘Brown,’ paid us a visit. When I left I was driven by him to 
Rutland,a town six miles distant, to take the train for Boston, 
and very soon we arrived at Battleboro’, the late residence of 
Rudyard Kipling. Mr. Brown had seen a good deal of the 
manifestations, having married one of the Misses Eddy, and, 
therefore, was one of the family, and entertained me by 
recounting some of his experiences, one of which was that his 
marriage ceremony was performed by the ‘ Witch of the Moun­
tains,’ one of the band of spirits associated with the Eddy 
family. I don’t think, from the way Mr. Brown spoke of the 
marriage, that he troubled himself about its legality, for he 
seemed perfectly satisfied with it.

Not far from the Eddy homestead resides Mrs. Huntoon, 
another sister of the Eddys. I was told by Mr. Charles 
Houghton, a well-known Boston lawyer, that on the occasion of 
his visit to Chittenden, he called one day on Mrs. Huntoon, 
who was alone, with the exception of a child or two, and asked 
for a seance. She said she had no objection to try, but could 
not say whether anything would take place. Perceiving some 
musical instruments, they were taken into a small bedroom 
leading out of the living room, and placed on the bed. Having 
satisfied himself that there was nobody in the room and no other 
access to it than the door leading to the kitchen, Mr. Houghton 
and Mrs. Huntoon took their seats in the kitchen close by the 
bedroom, and awaited results. They had not long to wait 
before the instruments were heard, and presently they started 
off playing merrily, accompanied by the sound of a foot beating 
time. This was not all. The music ceased, and, to Mr.

Houghton’s astonishment, out came a figure from the room, 
whom he recognised as a clerk he had employed in his office, 
wearing a straw hat, as he was wont to do. He had been acci­
dentally drowned a little while before. I had this information 
from Mr. Houghton himself. He was a good Spiritualist, and 
entertained mediums at his private residence. Madame 
Blavatsky made it her home when she first came to Boston, 
and Mrs. Thayer, the flower medium, took up her quarters 
there whenever she liked, and it was there that Miss Kisling- 
bury attended a seance of Mrs. Thayer’s on her visit to Boston, 
of which she gave an account in the ‘ Spiritualist.’

Eastbourne. Robert Cooper.

WHAT IS MATTER?
Modern scientific thought reduces all matter and its phe­

nomena to the concept of ‘ Force,’ and Herbert Spencer makes 
it the fundamental and all-inclusive primary element in con­
sciousness, which is doubtless the truth. But it does not seem 
to be sufficiently borne in mind that Force itself is impossible 
without an opposite force. A single force could not exist. This 
fact would seem to furnish a clue towards the solution of the 
problem. When we take an analytical view of the phenomena 
of Nature, we find everything to be either in a state of vibra­
tion between correlatively opposite conditions, or in some state 
of equilibration or poise between those conditions. We con­
tinually witness the transition of matter from a state where it 
is cognisable by our senses to an opposite condition, in which it 
is entirely hidden from them. Hence, so far as our senses are 
concerned, what we call matter is such only in one of its phases, 
and is capable of passing into a condition where it is no longer 
matter as we know it. A most conspicuous and palpable 
exemplification of this fact, that appeals to everyone, is the 
phenomena of the weather. The state of matter which we term 
water is perpetually, invisibly to our senses, passing into the 
atmosphere. But, anon, it often occurs on a clear day that the 
transparent atmosphere begins to be clouded with vapour, and 
what was before invisible falls to the earth in the form of rain, 
snow, or hail, and we have the opposite process of materialisa­
tion ; and all the phenomena of animate and inanimate Nature 
appear to consist of nothin? else, in their essential character, 
but a perpetual vibration between opposite conditions of force 
or tendency. These tendencies, in every department of Nature, 
are, in their ultimate analysis, simply forces of concentration 
and expansion. All the different systems in the human economy 
are operated on this principle, as the muscular and respiratory 
systems. The blood-vessels are moved by the same forces, the 
brain perpetually contracts and expands, and so does every 
least cell, of which all these are composed, down to the utmost 
minutire. They are all combinations, and inter-repeated com­
binations, of one primary fact—the vibrations of co-equal 
counter-forces.

The prevailing scientific theory that the ultimate essence of 
matter consists of inert particles, whose force consists in their 
momentum, is not worthy of consideration. On this theory th**  
popular scientific explanation of the nature of the gaseous con­
dition of matter is based. According to this theory the pressure 
of gases consists in the momentum of their particles as they 
move, helter-skelter, in every direction—the most perfect idea 
of a chaos of confusion conceivable. How sound, light, and 
other imponderable agents could ever make their way through 
such a labyrinthine confusion, and yet preserve the beautiful 
order and harmony which these agents always display, would 
indeed be a puzzle. The fact that when two or more gases are 
mingled together in the same space, that each behaves as though 
the others were not there, is sufficient to show its absurdity.

The relations of so-called spirit and matter are the correla­
tive opposite conditions of the one universal substans of Being. 
In essence they are not two but one ; else this would not be a 
uinverse. When we see matter continually passing into condi­
tions so subtle as to be indistinguishable from space itself, the 
only conclusion we can draw is that the ultimate essence of 
matter is per se so refined and sublimated that we can no 
longer conceive it as matter, with the capacity of materialising 
so as to furnish the correlative counter-force upon which the 
evolutions of Nature and the universe, in all the grandeur and 
magnificence of its various kingdoms, is based.

Onset, Mass. Franklin Smith.

Melbourne, Australia. — ‘ Light’ may be obtained from 
Mr. W. H. Terry, Austral Buildings, Collins-street East.
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