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As to communication of thoughts at a distance, he
would not exclude the possibility of the agency of spirits ;
but then came the difficulty of detecting personation. We
entirely agree, and even accept with thanks his warning
‘against the danger and deceit of lying spirits.” All we
say is that if lying spirits are admitted we see no reason
for denying the existence and presence of truthful ones.
The good Father protested against the trivialities and
absurdities of spiritualistic séances being a worthy occupa-
tion for their departed friends. For himself he would
sooner go out of being. But that is a little petulant, and
is certainly uncalled for. Everyone to his taste. We call
nothing trivial and absurd which really helps in an
important experiment ; and if Father Clarke should shrink
from such experiments when he is on the other side, we
do not suppose that anybody would wish to force him to
do what he would regard as trivial or absurd. For our-
selves, we feel rather inclined to think that over solemn
standing upon one’s dignity may be as trivial and absurd
as anything ; and we are also inclined to think that, the
greater the saint above and the greater the man of science
below, the less standing on one’s dignity will there be, if
anything is to be done or if anything is to be proved.

Really now ! do let us discriminate between the sublime
and the ridiculous. In acontemporary, whose enterprise we
always admire, we note this paragraph, standing by itself
and with a special heading :—

AxoTHER PrEDICTION VERIFIED, —Some weeks ago Mr. J.
B. Tetlow foretold at Kccles that a coming child would be a boy,
That prediction has been fulfilled.

We can cap that with another and a better. Two boys
were playing at pitch and toss, and one of them actually
twice cried ¢ Heads !’ and won. That was a donble ¢ predic-
tion verified.

DR. J. RODES BUCHANAN.

We have had a not unfriendly exchange of letters with
Dr. Jos. Rodes Buchanan respecting a Note of ours refer-
ring to his forthcoming work on Primitive Christianity.
The advance statements concerning this book appeared to
be somewhat wild, and we said so, but we are not above
being taught; and, if Dr. Buchanan can show us that all
the world has been wrong and is wrong as to the greatest
supposed fact in human history, we hope to have grace
enough to be penitent.

The following note, just received from him, perhaps
indicates the sources of his knowledge. In any case, we
are inclined to think that his book will deserve attention :—

INHABITANTS OF MARS.

S1R,—Observing that a correspondent of ‘ LicHT’ speaks of
communicating with Mars, and expresses the opinion that Mars
is inhabited by beings much in advance of the inhabitants of
this earth, T would mention that I know that intercourse with
planets of the solar system is possible, and have for several
years been acquainted with the humanity on other planets than
our own.

I know that the inhabitants of Mars are morally, in-
tellectually, and physically far superior to any population ever
developed on this globe, and in close relation to the spirit
world. I know also that astronomers have made some mistakes
in their conjectures as to the condition of the planet's surface.

I have thought at times of giving the public a description of
the physical and social conditions of Mars, but as a revelation
of the long-lost Christianity of the Apostolic age is of more im-
portance to the world than planetary conditions, I have post-
poned the latter while entirely engrossed in the former, the
first volume of which will appear in March and the seconsl
volume when the public demands it.

San Jose, California. Jos. RopEs BUOHANAN.

MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA.—‘LIGHT' may be obtained from
Mr. W. H. Terry, Austral Buildings, Collins-street Fast,
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SPIRIT TEACHINGS.

By AvutomMATiIc WRITING THROUGH THE HAND OF
W. StaiNTON MOSES.

THIRD SERIES.

[Mr. F. W. . Myers having kindly sent me, by permission of
the executors of Mr. Stainton Moses, three volumes of
automatic writing given through his mediumship, I wish to
preface the third series of ‘ Teachings’ by saying that as
much of the matter which has now come into my posses-
sion has already appeared in ¢ Spirit Teachings,” ¢ Spirit
Identity,” and in ormer numbers of ¢ LigHT,” the messages
I am now deciphering will necessarily, in places, be dis-
connected in order to avoid needless repetition. Further-
more, absolute continuity is impossible, as the messages are
written in so small a hand that even with the aid of a
magnifying glass I cannot decipher all the passages, and the
peculiarity of some of the writing adds to the difficulty.—
M. SPEER.]
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I am anxious to ask further about that message ?

We strove to bring to you such word as we were able.
Your friend was one of those who go unprepared to the
life of the Spheres. Many are ushered into our community
who from various reasons are not prepared. The life which
her Angels say that she led was but a poor preparation for
the harmony and peace and joy of the Spheres. No
more fruitful source of delay in spiritual progress can be
conceived by you than a joyless, inharmonious life. It
deadens and starves the spirit, blinds its aspirations, and
retards its harmonious progress. The true life on earth is
one of harmony, love, and progress. Ina loveless life the
spirit is prisoned, cramped, and injured. This we know ;
but we knew not that it was so with your friend.

It is startling to hear it put so strongly ?

We do but tell you what the Angel says.
cared for.

She will eventually have a mission to earth ?

So we are told by her guide. They who have missed
and failed of harmony and progress in the earth sphere do
oft return and minister to those who are suffering even as
they once suffered. It is part of the eternal law of fitness.
She, too, in her turn, will, so we think, return and minister
to the dwarfed and chilled souls the balm of affection
which they lack. She will soothe and cheer and instil a
She will be a ministering Spirit of Love.

Have you any idea of the time when she will be permitted
to awake ?

We have none, seeing that we know not the time when
she may be fitted to assume her mission. She will herself
speak to her friends when she is able. She will not forget.

It 13 « blessed massion, surely. Will she aid you ?

We know not whether her work will unite with ours,
but the work will at least be parallel, though she may be
sent to others. It is a glorious, a divine labour to
harmonise the discords of earth, and to attune the jarring
notes of the Spheres. Ye know not how many a weary
heart has been comforted, how many a heavy-laden spirit
has been calmed, by the ministry of spirits who themselves
have suffered, and return to soothe the suffering. It is the
mission of the tender-hearted who have learned on earth to
sigh, who have been driven in upon their own inner
natures, and have pined and craved for sympathy. It is the
renewal of life to those with whom life was hollow and
unreal ; the soaring aloft by self-denying charity of those
who were clogged in earth life and could not soar ; a Divine
mission fraught with pity and love.

God protect you,

She is well

+ L.S.D,
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1 should like to ask about the last two sittings.
control at the first seemed weak. Can you say why ?

The control was not good because conditions prevented
the state of complete passivity. There were vast numbers
of spirits present who wished to communicate, and our
power was totally exhausted in fencing the circle round
and protecting you. Under such conditions we speak
with difficulty, and are not always able to make clear what
we wish to say. What we said of the origin of the soul
seems to have been not clearly understood by our friends.
We were far from wishing to proclaim at large the
doctrine which you call Re-incarnation, for we are not
able so to do. But we spoke of what we knew of
our own experience. We are not able to say to you what
iy the ultimate origin of soul, for we have no knowledge
sufficiently all-embracing to enable us to do so. We know
that the fiat of Divine Power can suffice even for the
creation of spirit. It is with the destiny of the soul that
we dealt, and said that the lost soul was re-incarned, that
the spirit was indestructible, and that, absolute shipwreck
having been made, another opportunity was given for pro-
gress. But even now we are not able to write clearly, for
you are not recovered from the new control which came to
you, /VV e desired to show you evidence of the return of a
departed friend which should be to you as strong as
any that could be given. More evidence than has been
given you on this subject you cannot have as yet; but
more will come by degrees. Only wait patiently. Your
friend has written, has spoken to you, has given you
evidence of his identity by his signature, by his speech, by
reference to his earth life. fThe voice from beyond the
grave has sounded in your midst ; the dead lives, acts,
speaks with you ; and you yourself, who so little trust the
evidence we' givé, you are the unconscious instrument
through whom the dead man speaks. We preferred this
because it is stronger evidence than the speech and name
of one who passed on long ages since, whom you never knew
in the body, and whom you would be forced to accept on
our evidence. Many such have come, and will come, to you,
and will deliver their message whether you will hear it ornot.
But here you have a personal friend, one whose character
and individuality are known to you. So if you weigh the
evidence and reject its conclusions, still to you will apply
the words of Jesus, ¢ Neither will they be persuaded though
one rose from the dead.” Far be it from you, good friend.
The conditions last evening were far more favourable. You
yourself were in a better state. You were amenable to our
impression. And it would be better for us and you were
you to follow more implicitly the suggested thoughts which
we ave able to inspire. When you find us lead you wrong
it will be time enough to mistrust our suggestions. A mis-
trustful frame of mind is our greatest bar. And we have
given to you proof ample enough to convince you thoroughly
of the reality of the external intelligence which operates
on you. You know of us as living realities. You know
that even the order of your own mind is not uninfluenced
by us. The inner soul is not beyond our reach. Follow,
then, more implicitly the instructions which are divinely
implanted. We were saying that the conditions were
good. Your clairvoyance is always a proof of good
spiritual atmosphere and surroundings. It is then that
the veil of matter is temporarily withdrawn, and the
purged cye sees as the spirit sees, with no intervening
mist. When such is the case the hosts of the shining can
draw near and manifest themselves with power. It was
thus that ¢S.,”and ¢ Catherine,” and ¢ Grocyn ’showed them-
selves, It was thus that the musician touched his lyre at
our request and drew from it sounds more sweet and pure
than before. And so it was that ¢S.” was able to control
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and speak through you. You should cultivate such seasons
of special communing; and when, on trial, you find that
the conditions are bad, and that the spiritual atmosphere
is impure, you should not force on manifestations which
will be of injury to you, or, at least, will be of less clear
import than is well. We_ ourselves do not always know,
save by experiment, when anything interferes ; and we are
not desirous of imposing an arbitrary rule, or withholding
manifestations which are wished for by the circle.
You have now seen how much may be done. You
will be well advised to pursue a patient course of
experimental investigation which will bear its sure
fruit of conviction. Be not hasty. Do not boast
before men. Do not mix fresh conditions with those
which have been approved, by introducing new elements to
the circle. Be patient, calm, and the result will be assured.
Any attempt to hurry will end in failure. For ourselves, we
do not cease to watch over you, and to seize every oppor-
tunity of forwarding the Divine Mission on which we are
sent. Already much has been done, and to us, who do not
measure by days and years, the end seems nearer than to
you. Be of good cheer. The Lord is on our side. :
+ 1. 8.

‘STRANGELY WARNED.

The following remarkable occurrence, an absolute fact, is
related by a lady visiting friends in Hartford, as it was told her
by her cousin in Meerat, North-Western India. It took place
in the house of the narrator. Of its absolute accuracy there
can be no question. The two sisters in India are connected
with families of repute and with officers in the British Army in
India. We give the story as the lady here related it.

r She is a devout member of the Episcopal Church, and is
vincapable of misrepresenting in the
;Her cousin, in whose house the occurrence took place, was

slightest particulay.

seated at a lighted table engaged in reading, when, thinking it
about time to retire, and happening to lift her eyes from her
book, she was astonished to see seated in a chair before her,
and hetween herself and the door to the bathroom, a man, a
stranger to her, who calmly regarded her. It was too great a
surprise for her to speak and demand who was thus intruding
upon her privacy, and what was wanted. She remained for a
moment in silent astonishment.

Then 16 gradually dawned upon her that the figure was
probably not that of a person of real flesh and blood, but a
visitor from the unseen world of life. She remembered having
once, as a child, seen a similar figure, under circumstances which
seemed to preclude the idea that it was any person still in the
body, and, in later years, in revolving those circumstances, she
had remembered how the apparition had after a little while
faded away into invisibility. Concluding that this new visitor
also was not a person of flesh and blood, she sat silently gazing
at the silent object, while the intruder, whoever or whatever he
was, sat also in silence steadily regarding her. Just how long
this state of things lasted, the lady did not accurately know,
but it was probably not very long, when the mysterious stranger
began to vanish into a thinner and thinner personal presence,
until in & moment or two he had vanished quite away.

It was the lady’s hour for her evening bath, but she thought
she would first let out her two pet dogs from their confinement
in another room. They came, barking furiously, and running
directly toward the bathroom. There through the open door
the lady was horrified to see on the floor a monstrous cobra—
the snake whose bite is certain and speedy death. Springing
forward to save her dogs, she quickly shut the door, but not so
instantaneously as to prevent her seeing the reptile turning and
escaping down through a hole in the floor, where the drain
pipes of bath-tub and wash-bowl went, a hole which had been
carelessly left larger than was necessary.

If she had gone directly to the bathroom, as she would
have done but for the intervention of her mysterious visitant,
her life would undoubtedly have been sacrificed in the act.—
From the ¢ Hartford Times.’

- —

LiverrooL.—‘ Li¢HT’ may be obtained in Liverpool at 8,
Brougham-terrace, and also at Daulby Hall.































