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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Mr. Voysey is always emphatic. Here is a sentence 
from his latest Sermon, concerning the Book of the Revela­
tion :—‘ The book, as a whole, is unspeakably bad. It is 
by far the worst book in the whole Bible, displaying the 
lowest forms in which human error, superstition and 
ferocity can manifest themselves under the cloke of 
Religion? We are rather inclined to think that the 
Spiritualism of the book is at the bottom of this out­
burst; for Mr. Voysey has a really colossal dislike to 
Spiritualism.

Oddly enough, the Sermon is on the text, £ I have set 
before thee an open door, and no man can shut it? That's 
a comfort; and well worth pondering, Mr. Voysey.

On the subject of our late Article on praying for the 
dead, a friend (referring to a conversation on the same 
topic) writes :—

I have been thinking over what you said about praying to 
the dead as well as praying for them. I think the people 
would readily appreciate such a doctrine. The Divine Intelli­
gence uses each one according to the special capacity He sees in 
that one for aiding His designs ; and if we were not to lend 
ourselves for the work we should cease to be instruments, and 
therefore useless to Humanity.

We have first to make the people realise that there is such a 
thing as a spiritual plane : not necessarily a place of all disem­
bodied spirits (where the work of qualification is carried over 
from this life and continued), but a gathering place, as it were, 
of those beings who have left this earth well-fitted for work on 
higher levels, and who no longer need a physical body to aid 
them in Nature’s work. These can and do help us irrespective 
of our asking, although the raising of the mind or heart may, 
no doubt, call into action certain forces, and strengthen the 
current of attraction, thereby hastening the union of the Higher 
with the Lower.

So God speed you in your work, and put into your heart 
means by which He can reach His own.

Dr. Ellinwood, in an Introductory Note to Dr. 
Nevius7 * Demon-possession? reviewed last week, says,— 
‘ Hypnotism, making allowance for a thousand extrava­
gances which have attended it, does seem to show 
that one strong and magnetic human will may so control 
the mind and will of its subject as, by a mere silent 
volition, to direct his words and acts. Who shall say, then, 
that a disembodied spirit may not do the same ? ’ That 
question is of profound interest and value. We are, of 
course, familiar enough with it, but we are convinced that 
it is not sufficiently remembered; and that the suggested 
consequences are not sufficiently grasped,

Dr. Ellinwood adds:—‘Professor Shaler of Harvard, 
in his “ Interpretation of Nature,” has pointed out the fact 
of a strong reaction against the materialism which seemed 
confident of dominion a few years ago. Certain biological 
investigators, flushed with the success of their researches, 
were very confident that if they had not been able to 
discover the human soul with the microscope, they had at 
least identified it very closely with the substance of the 
brain and nerves. But now, as the professor shows, science 
is beginning to discover realms of spirit lying beyond 
the physical, and of which we have as yet but the barest 
glimpses of knowledge. Evidently human research has 
not yet finished its work and is not ready to rest its case 
upon any dogmatic verdict?

Well said ! but then the gentle creature, not quite able 
to see his way, begins to mumble about ‘ the vagaries of 
Spiritualists? and to follow Dr. Nevius in just missing the 
key. It really is difficult sometimes to comprehend the 
ways of f Providence ’!

‘ The Inquirer? under the heading of ‘ A Materialist 
Prayer? prints the following : —

A singular story is told by the Rev. H. P. Hughes in the 
‘ Sunday Magazine ’ which is intended, we suppose, to commend 
prayer to his readers as a materially advantageous exercise. The 
West London Mission being very short of cash, Mr. Hughes 
held a midnight prayer meeting, ‘imploring God to send us 
£1,000 for His work by a particular day? Some of his friends 
were quite confident of the result, but Mr. Hughes has the 
grace to confess that he had some qualms in thus putting God 
to the test, or, as he says, he only ‘ believed with trembling? 
However, the money came to hand by ‘ the particular day? and 
‘ in very extraordinary ways? For some time, the amount sent 
in stuck at £990 ; and, says Mr. Hughes, ‘ I confess that as a 
theologian I was perplexed.’ Then he discovered a mislaid 
letter containing the ten pound note requisite to make the exact 
amount asked for. He adds that this may be described as a 
coincidence, but ‘all we want is coincidences of this sort. The 
name is nothing, the fact is everything, and there have been 
many such facts? As a side-light upon the psychology of the 
‘ evangelical ’ mind this story is unique. The spectacle of a 
Christian leader converting prayer, which should be a purely 
spiritual communion with the Father of spirits, into a specific 
appeal for gold is pitiful in the extreme. We should like to 
know what Mr. Hughes’s friends of the ‘ Free Churches ’ really 
think of the story.

We hardly know which puzzles us most—the story or 
the criticism. Perhaps it is our hardness of heart, but we 
find it difficult to believe in these stories about praying for 
specific things—£1,000, potatoes, blankets, boots, or coats 
—and getting them. And yet Dr. Barnard o reports 
dozens of such cases which ‘ coincidence ’ can hardly cover. 
Mr. Stead accounts for it all, in his splendid stick-at- 
nothing way, by assuming the existence of a sort of spirit­
telephony. Hard, strong, believing prayer, he says, * rings 
up ’ the angels, and they have to set to work, by 
‘ suggestion? to get the thing done. That seems all right 
enough, but it is difficult to believe it. It seems too good 
to be trueT
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And it is just there we come up with ‘ The Inquirer’s ’ 
trouble. This sort of thing, says ‘ The Inquirer,’ is 
‘ pitiful in the.extreme.’ We really don’t see why. It is, 
indeed, ‘ pitiful ’ enough if we feel quite certain it cannot 
be. But if it is true that the angels can help us, why not 
ask them ? and if we ask them, why is this ‘ pitiful in the 
extreme’? We admit that this might weaken the sense of 
responsibility, and start us in wrong directions ; but time 
alone could show how far this would discredit and discount 
angel-help. Is ‘ The Inquirer 5 quite sure that its contempt 
is not the product of its unbelief in angels altogether ?

But what interests us is—Is Mr. Hughes’ story true ? 
It looks enormously circumstantial, and seems to shut out 
mere ‘ coincidence.’ Anyhow, we are for finding out all 
we can, and are willing to adjust ourselves to facts, what­
ever they are. ‘The Inquirer,’ if true to its name, will go 
with us in that.

We have received a copy of ‘The Wallasey and Wirral 
Chronicle,’ containing a long notice of a visit to Daulby 
Hall, Liverpool. The president happened to be Mr. 
Lamont and the speaker Mrs. Green, of Heywood. The 
report is rather instructive for two reasons—first, because, 
notwithstanding the strong bias of the reporter 'against 
Spiritualism, he gives a very fair and a really interesting 
summary of Mrs Green’s address, of which, generally, he 
says that it was ‘ an appeal to those feelings of affection 
which would have its effect upon almost any audience ’; 
and second, because the clairvoyant descriptions which 
followed seemed to very seriously disgust him. He says of 
this part of the proceedings : —

I will not inflict upon my readers an account of the clair­
voyant performance with which the meeting was brought to a 
close. To pretend to see, amongst an audience like that which 
filled the Daulby Hall on the night in question, the forms of 
those who, long ago, had * shuffled off this mortal coil,’ to 
describe their dress, the colour of their eyes and hair, the 
diseases from which they had suffered, and their attitude 
towards those whom they were supposed to attend, may, surely, 
without injustice, be described as a pitiable exhibition of 
credulity, if not a contemptible and ludicrous example of 
intellectual imbecility.

The reporter appears to be perfectly sincere and fair- 
minded. It is interesting to know how our proceedings 
look to such men.

‘ Occult Science ’ is a new quarterly, published by 
‘ Light of Truth ’ Co. (Columbus, U.S.). The first number is 
somewhat attractive for our old friend, ‘ the general reader,’ 
consisting as it does of brief extracts, rousing narratives, 
and interesting portraits. The price is only ten cents.

‘The Popular Journal’ for February 20th has a long 
and appreciative article on ‘ What is Spiritualism ? Its 
beliefs, phenomena, and adherents.’ We are bound to say 
that it is extremely fair and serious, but are afraid we 
must frankly add that it is rather crude and just a little 
juvenile. Still it is another indication of the fact that 
people want to hear about this ‘ exploded ’ and still 
fascinating ‘delusion.’

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LIMITED.

A meeting of Members, Associates, and friends of the 
London Spiritualist Alliance, Limited, will be held in the 
French Drawing Boom, St. James’s Hall (entrance from 
Piccadilly), on Friday next, March 19th, at 7 p.m. for 7.30 
p.m., when an address will be given by M r. C. W. Leadbeater 
on ‘ Sources of the Information received from the Unseen.’ 
Mr. Leadbeater is not only a clever writer and an able 
speaker, but he is also an astute reasoner, so that whatever 
he may say will be worth hearing. We may, or we may not, 
agree with him on all points, but it will certainly be to 
our advantage to know the best that can be said on 
matters upon which we may differ.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LIMITED.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL.

The following is the Report of the Council for the 
year ended December 31st, 1896, presented to the members 
at the recent Annual General Meeting : —

The Council, in presenting the first Annual Report of the 
London Spiritualist Alliance, Limited (being the thirteenth 
Annual Report since the establishment of the Society under 
the name of the London Spiritualist Alliance), have much 
pleasure in recording the fact that the year which ended on 
the 31st of December last was marked by the accomplishment 
of much satisfactory work, the addition of many new Members 
and Associates, and an increasing appreciation of the Society’s 
valuable library.

Perhaps the most noticeable feature of the year was the 
registration of the Society on the 19th of August last, under 
‘The Companies’ Acts 1862 to 1893,’ by which the Alliance was 
placed under a fixed and well-defined constitution, and became 
legally entitled to hold property and receive bequests. The 
new constitution, moreover, practically places for the first time 
the absolute control of the Society in the hands of the mem­
bers, who will henceforth have the right to decide by whom 
they shall be represented on the Council—a right which, it is 
hoped, they will not fail to exercise in accordance with the 
Society’s Articles of Association. By those Articles the 
Members of Council, as it existed at the time of incorporation, 
are continued in office until the first Annual General Meeting, 
in March, 1897, when they will be eligible for re-election.

Several friends and co-workers have during the year passed 
on to the higher life, including Isabel Lady Burton, Madame 
Schweizer, Mr. P. H. Nind, Mr. W. Arbuthnot, Mr. Thomas 
Grant, Mr. Thomas Sherratt, Mr. Rees Lewis, and Mr. W. 
Jenner Champemo wne. To their surviving relatives and friends 
we tender our sincere sympathy under their temporary loss.

The usual periodical Assemblies were held during the winter 
months in the French Drawing Room, St. James’s HalL and 
it is satisfactory to note that the attendance afforded evidence 
of an increased interest in the proceedings. Addresses were 
given during the season by Mr. G. Horatio Bibbings on ‘ The 
Testimony of the Ages to Modern Spiritualism ’ ; by Mrs. H. 
T. Brigham, of New York, in reply to questions submitted by 
the audience ; by Mrs. H. M. Wallis, on ‘ Spiritual Gifts’ ; 
by Mr. Thomas Heywood, on ‘ Obsession ’ ; by Mr. Richard 
Harte, on ‘The New Spiritualism ’ ; by Mr. Herbert Burrows, 
on ‘ Science and the Life Beyond ’ ; and by Mr. F. W. 
Thurstan, M.A., on ‘Psychical Powers, with Suggestions for 
their Development.’ Social meetings were also held from time 
to time, designed to promote friendly relations amongst the 
members and to afford opportunities for interchange of thoughts 
on subjects of mutual interest. At these gatherings illustra­
tions of psych ome try and clairvoyance were given by Mrs. 
Vincent Bliss and Miss Rowan Vincent. To all these friends 
we desire to express our cordial thanks for their kind assistance.

It may be useful to remind the members of the Alliance 
that next year (1898) will be the jubilee of the birth of the 
movement known as Modern Spiritualism, and that a suggestion 
has been made that the occasion should be celebrated by a 
Congress of British and Foreign Spiritualists, to be held in 
London. The matter has been well considered by the Council, 
and they have been in correspondence with many of the leading 
Spiritualists at home and abroad ; but beyond this they have 
hesitated to go, in view of the fact that they are, in compliance 
with the Society’s Articles of Association, about to retire from 
office, and deemed it imprudent on their part to commit their 
successors to any definite decision in the matter. But whatever 
may be the result of the election at the Annual General 
Meeting—whether the present Members of Council are re­
elected or whether they are replaced by others—it is important 
to bear in mind that if the Congress is to be convened there is 
no time to be lost, that the work must be vigorously pressed 
forward at once, and that all Spiritualists at home, both in 
London and the provinces, should be earnestly invited to give 
their cordial co-operation, that a fitting reception may be 
accorded to the friends from abroad.

Members will be gratified to learn that the Council have 
completed arrangements for the holding of a Conversazione in 
St. James’s Hall on the evening of Monday, March 29th. These 
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arrangements would, perhaps, have been more properly left in 
the hands of the new Council about to be elected, but it was 
found necessary to fix the date to suit the convenience of the 
distinguished gentleman who has kindly promised to address 
the meeting.

In conclusion, we confidently appeal to the work of the past 
year in all it various departments as a title to the confidence of 
members and to a continued and increasing support.

Signed on behalf of the Council,
E. DAWSON ROGERS, President. 

Feb rw try 8th, 1897.

A MESMERIC SEANCE BY M. DE ROCHAS.

With Notes by * Qüæstor Vitæ.’

* The synthesis of apprehension constituting the form of the experi­
ence is governed not only by the Kauth n categories but by the life­
quality of the individual (and of his double), which varies in individuals, 
being determined by the special hierarchy (function, organ) in the Solar­
Self from which they emanate, and with which they remain invisibly 
connected, representing variety in unity.

(Continued from p. 117.)

The experiments above recorded show that the form which 
is intromitted into the astral plane is not man’s ‘spirit,’ as is 
generally supposed, but is a de-doublement or extériorisation of 
a portion of man’s vitality, leaving still sufficient vitality in his 
organism to maintain its vital functioning and its consciousness. 
It is because man’s vitality (the Universal element) carries both 
substantiality and consciousness, or soul and spirit, or sentience 
and intelligence, that his vital double is enabled to perceive and 
feel. As the double remains connected with man by a vital 
circuit or current, the experiences of the double are trans­
mitted to the man and react in his intra-normal perception, and 
are consequently conditioned thereby ; conditioned by the fact 
of his being embodied, and by the quality of his vital self or 
soul. The perceptions of the subject who relates the astral 
plane from embodied perception (through the double) f.e., from 
‘ below,’ are consequently not reliable. The astral plane 
presents a different appearance and meaning when viewed from 
a higher level by a double of higher degree or mode than the 
astral. But all perception of discarnate states by incarnate 
perception, is conditioned by that fact. The appearances pre­
sented by the same surroundings to incarnate perception differ 
from those presented to discarnate perception. Consequently 
the whole of the occultist’s perceptions of these inner planes are 
conditioned in this way by the ‘ categories ’ of the mind.* So 
also were Swedenborg’s descriptions. He could, in fact, never 
see the physical planets he is supposed to have described, but 
saw the planets as presented to intra-normal perception. To 
have seen the physical planets, his double would have had to be 
materialised on them. This mistake is very general. Many 
sensitives claim to have visited other planets. They have only 
visited the astral plane of those planets. Similarly the heavens 
and hells Swedenborg described were those of our normal social 
life, as seen by intra-normal perception, through his travelling 
double.

The projection of man’s double is in fact but a projected 
extension of his pcrcipience and sentience ; of that element 
which, constitutes those faculties in his self. It is incorrect to 
apply the term * spirit ’ to this projection (whether from in­
carnate or discarnate selves). That term more correctly applies 
to his thinking principle (as Hegel has used it), while his vital 
self or Ego might be termed his soul, were it possible to 
separate these. But they are only logically distinguishable, and 
are really inseparable. The functioning of perception and of 
feeling, whether in his double, or in his self, implies the 
presence of both spirit and soul.

It is true that the real inner man (ever invisible to us here), 
the vital etheric self who leaves the organism at. death, remains 
conscious in the intra-normal (astral) earth-plane for a time and 
may be seen by clairvoyant sensitives or lucid-subjects, some­
times. But the more spiritually progressed the man is, the 
shorter is the duration of his remaining in that state. H(j falls 
asleep, i.e., he goes through a process of reconstruction called 
the second death, and re-awakens disrelated from earth and 
related to the first truly spiritual state (being re-constructed in 
vitality carrying a different octave of vibrations). This sleep of 
the second death may last a very short or a long time, accord­
ing to the state of the self. And while asleep (as in a trance) 

he may be acted upon as a subject and his double may be 
projected for him by higher operators. The experiences so 
acquired may, perhaps, be better described as dreams, bhan as 
self-conscious experiences.

The vital self who leaves the organism at the death of the 
latter, is similar to the double which is projected from it in 
intromission during life here, but takes with it the whole of its 
vitality from its organism, instead of leaving some behind it, as 
occurs during intromission. Tho projected doublets part of the 
self ; the form which leaves the body at death is the whole of 
the self. But neither of these can be correctly termed a spirit. 
Discarnate man takes his soul with him as well as his spirit. 
He would more correctly be described as a spirit-soul, or think­
ing soul, consequently, or as a self.

Readers of ‘ Light ’ know that a vital double in a higher 
mode than the astral, may also be projected from man and 
intromitted into the plane or state of spiritual personal exist­
ence, which succeeds to the second death, and which has been 
called Devachan and Yetzirah. This occurs only in connection 
with sensitives who have passed through a process of suffering 
and sorrow here, representing an equivalent transmutation or 
refining during this life, to that occurring at the second death.

Similarly the doubles of the selves occupying that plane are 
projected to our astral plane sometimes. But it is a state of 
personal divided being, and limited knowledge and faculty.

There are still two yet higher doubles which may be ex­
teriorised from man and intromitted to their correlative planes or 
states in our universe which have been called Briah and 
Atziluth by the Kabbalistis, but which may preferably and 
more understanding^ be described as states of individ(e)uality 
and identity. But the unfolding of these degrees in man entails 
disciplinary suffering or ‘ dying ’ in this life equivalent to the 
death or change which accompanies the passage to the successive 
state and plane ; a dying to competitive personal self-interest 
and self-prominence ; a dying to self-inflated assertiveness and 
birth into humility ; a dying to revolt and birth into resignation 
and surrender ; a dying to the will of the personality and 
rebirth into identification with a larger, broader, integral will ; 
an effacement and surrender of self, such as is implied in the 
words, ‘Thy Will, 0 Father, not mine, be done.’

All these doubles are constituted of vitality in consecutive 
degrees, or modes, or octaves of vibration. Tho higher the 
degree or mode of the double, the more perfect is its 
consciousness. In the higher modes the knowledge exists of 
the dual functioning of experience ; of experiencing in the 
double in an inner plane and surroundings and relations, while 
simultaneously experiencing in the body and, it may be, 
describing, through the body, the relations and experiences of the 
vital double in an inner plane.

In the lower astral double this connected distinguishing of 
simultaneous double-experiencing, rarely functions. The ex­
perience of the double is usually discreted, and pertains to a 
secondary memory chain, the normal self being entranced. 
Sometimes, however, this distinguishing functions, and the 
astral form even visits the same plane (intra-normal and 
not physical) of other planets. The process by which so- 
called spirit forms are projected to our intra-normal (astral) 
plane is the same as that by which our doubles are 
intromitted into inner planes. There is but one process, and 
the experiments of M. de Rochas illustrate the process. Tho 
spirit forms (so-called) that are projected here from higher 
planes are the representative vital doubles of those spirits, as 
are our vital doubles which are intromitted into those planes. 
It is one and the same process. And it always implies an 
operator acting on the subject. The apparitional form is de­
doubled, exteriorised, and projected from the subject-self by 
the application of an interiorising vital stimulus or circuit, com­
municating the necessary vital supplementation, for extérior­
isation to he effected. The degree, or mode, or vital quality of 
the double, exteriorised, is conditioned by, and concordant with, 
that of the vital stimulus interiorised. The quality or degree, 
or octave of vibrations, implicit in the interiorising vital stimulus 
or circuit is conditioned by, and concordant with, the state or 
plane occupied by the operator by whom it is transmitted.

It is no doubt difficult for clairvoyants or ‘ lucids ’ to dis­
tinguish between the astral forms of the selves which have been 
dissevered from their organisms by physical death and remain 
in the astral plane, not having yet passed through the second 
(astral) death, and the representative doubles of higher beings, 
projected into our intra-normal earth plane (astral) from higher
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states, especially as the latter have to assume the conditions, 
appearances, <fec., pertaining to the plane to which they are pro­
jected and in which they manifest (but which conditions and 
appearances in no way pertain to their own normal state and 
plane).

When the apparition knows itself to be a de-doubled re­
presentation, it implies that the subject is self-conscious of the 
experiences. When the double does not know itself to be 
such, but represents itself to be an original spirit, it shows that 
its real self is entranced and the experiences of the double 
pertain to an abnormal secondary memory-chain. Such doubles 
can consequently not describe their normal state and surround­
ings, being discreted therefrom. Their statements are un­
reliable and relate only to their abnormal secondary dream­
state. This applies whether such forms are etherial or material­
ised. The real original selves of such apparitional doubles 
are generally asleep, undergoing reconstruction in the astral 
plane, and are temporally awakened into dreaming through 
their doubles, so to say. They may also represent selves in the 
personal state into which the second (astral) death entails re­
birth and who may be serving temporally, as entranced subjects, 
to higher operators. Some of the doubles projected from that 
plane carry the knowledge that their experience is abnormal. The 
projected doubles, from the selves in the inner, higher planes 
above that, always carry the knowledge of dual experiencing in 
distinct but connected relation, i.e., complete self-consciousness. 
They are consequently the only reliable teachers, or revealers, 
with regard to existence as it is in those inner, higher states.

All these doubles, and the original selves they represent, are 
constituted of vitality (which in itself ts soul and spirit) in 
different modes or degrees, or carrying different octaves of 
vibration. It is these different octaves of vibration in the one 
common element that constitute different degrees of perception 
in selves and different related planes of being in the not-self.

The vibrations pertaining to the higher inodes or octaves 
interpenetrate those of the lower, as is illustrated in the X rays, 
<fcc. Hence higher beings command those in lower states. But 
the lower, slower vibrations and perception pertaining to 
vitality in subordinate, denser states, cannot interpenetrate or 
command the quicker and more intense vibrations pertaining to 
higher states. Consequently the only true occultism is that 
which acknowledges, in reverential humility, man's dependence 
on the supreme beings who, as representatives of the One 
Universal Life, control and determine and interpenetrate this 
Universe, from its centre to its circumference.

MYSTERIOUS MUSIC.

One spiritual phenomenon deserves singular observation, 
and that is the wonder known as mysterious music—not the 
whistling of the wind through reeds, but most melodious, not 
accounted for by the echo of strains of real music which distance 
has strangely etherealised, but weird beyond the scope of pre­
sent explanation. Music due to no ordinary source, strangely 
inspiring, almost hallowed, is heard hovering about a little 
churchyard on the south bank of the Tweed. Between the 
river and the church there runs the public highway, and 
between this road and the church there are dense trees on 
rising ground, through which at times the strange sounds 
greet the traveller. Such chords within a house must seem yet 
more miraculous. There is a house called Pottery House, in the 
Hunslet district of Leeds. In an upper bedroom there not many 
years ago a man lay ill, sadly stricken with rheumatic fever, and, 
as it seemed, at the very point of death. One night when his 
sister and her husband had left him for a time, they heard a 
sweet succession of most musical and enchantingly melodious 
sounds in his room. They went to him. The sufferer had 
listened to the preternatural sounds entranced, and from that 
hour grew well. This is not the only instance of spirit music, 
and in each recurring case the sounds thus visitant from other 
spheres have a harmony which seems supernal and as if the 
angels played. In these investigations testimony is fortified by 
common corroboration, and still more when wild or domestic 
animals join human beings as witnesses. One day many persons 
seated in a room in a house in Canada heard the master of the 
place ride swiftly up ; heard, too, the dogs in the courtyard run 
to meet and welcome him as they always did—heard him lead 
his horse to the stables, then enter the house, ascend the stairs, 
and, having entered the library, close the door. To this room, 
as his arrival was quite unexpected, the others Hocked immedi­

ately. No one could be seen. The master of the house was a 
hundred miles away. This was a phantasm of the living rather 
than the dead.—From ‘ Cassell’s Family Magazine’ for March.

THE MYSTERY OF INITIATION.

Of no subject is it so desirable—nay, for that matter, so 
absolutely necessary to the interests of the individual of to-day 
—to get a sound and thorough mental grasp as of the subject 
of Initiation. Thought now is as free as the wind. We can 
think whatever we like, we can say whatever we like, without 
fear of the jealous eye of the minister of the Inquisition, or the 
dread of an angry God. And even the tyranny of the modern 
Inquisition—Materialistic Science—is fast losing its power to 
daunt and repel its disciples from trespassing beyond the 
orthodox track. In fact, it can be said that the universal order 
is ‘ Full steam ahead !’ And that we are going full steam 
ahead, no one who has his or her eyes open can entertain the 
slightest doubt. There still remain, it is true, benighted folk 
whose only mission in the world seems to be to growl, grumble, 
and deny, like Mephisto in ‘Faust’ :—

I am the spirit that evermore denies. 
No ! say I, No ! to everything that tries 
To bubble into being.

The tables are now turned, and instead of being terrified at 
this once formidable being, we can re-echo Faust’s words :—

Is it thou ? thou standing there ? thou to resist 
The healthful energy, the animation, 
The force that moves, and moulds, and is creation — 
In vain spite clenching that cold devil’s fist ?
Strange son of Chaos, this may well move laughter.

Having got so far towards true freedom—for which we have 
to thank those brave men and women who, assailed by ridicule 
and calumny and bigotry, adhered to their convictions un­
flinchingly, and kept their eyes constantly onwards and upwards 
—let us pause a moment and cast a bird’s-eye view around us.

What do we see ? A chaotic condition of thought and action. 
I don’t mean the expression ‘chaotic condition ’ to be taken in 
any pessimistic sense, but rather to mark our present thought­
world, out of which, I believe, will soon grow an orderly 
Cosmos. In the ordinary outside world, Jack is as good as his 
master. Purely accidental external rank is rapidly deteriorating 
in value. The old order changeth verily ! Nothing can bolster 
up a pompous outside when the within is poor and feeble. 
Money, wealth, position, cannot hide the real shreds and rags 
from a cunning eye. However, not to digress into another 
question, let us proceed to examine the inner world of thought 
amongst Spiritualists, Theosophists, Occultists, Hermetists, 
and all the other ‘ ists.’

The ‘ chaotic condition ’ is equally striking. On the one 
extreme side, there is the demand to have no mysticism or 
secrecy of any sort, but to get everything into the light of 
modern science, and make it as plain as a hornbook. The 
argument is that this is the epoch of the X rays, the tele­
phone, and the phonograph. We are not going to be 
frightened by bugbears which frighten children in the dark. If 
there is a secret behind—out with it. On the other extreme 
side, there is the solemn asseveration that wild horses 
will not tear the * great secret ’ out of the bosom of its 
custodians. Just think of the awful consequences to the world 
if the ‘ arcanum ’ were publicly disclosed I It must be confessed 
that the latter sounds very much like pure bunkum, and 
one feels a certain amount of sympathy for the rebellious thought 
that works on Occultism, such as Eliphas L6vi’s, &c., in which 
reference is made to the awful secret which would enable its 
possessor to master the world, and keep it for ever at his feet— 
are merely the outcome of an hysterical imagination, while the 
other writers keep up a ‘ trick of the trade ’ to impress and 
overawe the confiding disciple. And there is also a certain un­
speakable disappointment when one descends from the pedestal 
of books to the writer himself. The awe-inspiring magician is 
transformed into a weak and commonplace mortal, suffering 
from biliousness, gout, or asthma, and the other ills that flesh 
is heir to.

Is it not reasonable, therefore, to ask whether, in sober 
earnest, there is anything in Occultism, and FFhat w the 
‘ arcanum ’ of the Hermetists, Alchemists, and Kabbalists ? 
In past times, notably the Middle Ages, when the authority of 
the Church was supreme, there was a reason for secrecy ; but
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