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And it is just there we come up with ‘The Inquirer’s’
trouble. This sort of thing, says ¢The Inquirer,” 1is
¢ pitiful in the.extreme.” We really don’t see why. It is,
indeed, ¢pitiful’ enough if we feel quite certain it cannot
be. But if it is true that the angels can help us, why not
ask them ? and if we ask them, why is this ¢pitiful in the
extreme’? We admit that this might weaken the sense of
responsibility, and start us in wrong directions ; but time
alone could show how far this would discredit and discount
angel-help. Is‘The Inquirer’ quite sure that its contempt
is not the product of its unbelief in angels altogether !

But what interests us is—Is Mr. Hughes’ story true ?
1t looks enormously circumstantial, and seems to shut out
mere °‘coincidence.” Anyhow, we are for finding out all
we can, and are willing to adjust ourselves to facts, what-
ever they are. ¢The Inquiver,” if true to its name, will go
with us in that.

We have received a copy of ‘The Wallasey and Wirral
Chronicle,” containing a long notice of a visit to Daulby
Hall, Liverpool. The president happened to be Mr.
Lamont and the speaker Mrs. Green, of Heywood. The
report is rather instructive for two reasons—first, because,
notwithstanding the strong bias of the reporter against
Spiritualism, he gives a very fair and a really interesting
summary of Mrs Green’s address, of which, generally, he
says that it was ‘an appeal to those feelings of affection
which would have its effect upon almost any audience’;
and second, because the clairvoyant descriptions which
followed seemed to very seriously disgust him. He says of
this part of the proceedings : —

I will not inflict upon my readers an account of the clair-
voyant performance with which the meeting was brought to a
close. To pretend to see, amongst an audience like that which
filled the Daulby Hall on the night in question, the forms of
those who, long ago, had *‘shuffled off this mortal coil,” to
describe their dress, the colour of their eyes and hair, the
diseases from which they had suffered, and their attitude
towards those whom they were supposed to attend, may. surely,
without injustice, be described as a pitiable exhibition of
credulity, if not a contemptible and ludicrous example of
intellectual imbecility.

The reporter appears to be perfectly sincere and fair-
minded. It is interesting to know how our proceedings
look to such men.

“Occult Science’ is a new quarterly, published by
* Light of Truth’ Co. (Columbus, U.S.). The first number is
somewhat attractive for our old friend, ¢ the general reader,’
consisting as it does of brief extracts, rousing narratives,
and interesting portraits. The price iy only ten cents.

‘The Popular Journal’ for February 20th has a long
and appreciative article on * What is Spiritualism ? Tts
Leliefs, phenomena, and adherents.’” We are bound to say
that it is extremely fair and serious, but are afraid we
must frankly add that it is rather crude and just a little
juvenile. Still it is another indication of the fact that
people want to hear about this ‘exploded’ and still
fascinating ¢ delusion.’

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LIMITED.

A meeting of Members, Associates, and friends of the
London Spiritualist Alliance, Limited, will be held in the
French Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall (entrance from
Piccadilly), on Friday nest, March 19th, at 7 p.m. for 7.30
p.m., when an address will be given by Mr, C. W. Leadbeater
on ‘ Sources of the Information received from the Unseen.’
Mr. Leadbeater is not only a clever writer and an able
speaker, but he is also an astute veasoner, so that whatever
he may say will be worth hearing. We may, or we may not,
agree with him on all points, but it will certainly be to
our advantage to know the best that can be said on
matters upon which we may difter,

LiiGEH L.
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LIMITED.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL.

The following is the Report of the Council for the
year ended December 31st, 1896, presented to the members
at the recent Annual General Meeting : —

The Council, in presenting the first Annual Report of the
London Spiritualist Alliance, Limited (being the thirteenth
Annual Report since the establishment of the Society under
the name of the London Spiritualist Alliance), have much
pleasure in recording the fact that the year which ended on
the 31st of December last was marked by the accomplishment
of much satisfactory work, the addition of many new Members
and Associates, and an increasing appreciation of the Society’s
valuable library.

Perhaps the most noticeable feature of the year was the
registration of the Society on the 19th of August last, under
‘The Companies’ Acts 1862 to 1893,” by which the Alliance was
placed under a fixed and well-defined constitution, and became
legally entitled to hold property and receive bequests. The
new constitution, moreover, practically places for the first time
the absolute control of the Society in the hands of the mem-
bers, who will henceforth have the right to decide by whom
they shall be represented on the Council—a right which, it is
hoped, they will not fail to exercise in accordance with the
Society’s Articles of Association. By thosec Articles the
Members of Council, as it existed at the time of incorporation,
are continued in oftice until the first Annual General Meeting,
in March, 1897, when they will be eligible for re-election.

Several friends and co-workers have during the year passed
on to the higher life, including Isabel Lady Burton, Madame
Schweizer, Mr. P. H. Nind, Mr. W. Arbuthnot, Mr. Thomas
Grant, Mr. Thomas Sherratt, Mr. Rees Lewis, and Mr. W,
Jenner Champernowne. To their surviving relatives and friends
we tender our sincere sympathy under their temporary loss.

The usual periodical Assemblies were held during the winter
months in the French Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall. and
it is satisfactory to note that the attendance afforded evidence
of an increased interest in the proceedings. Addresses were
given during the season by Mr. G. Horatio Bibbings on ‘ The
Testimony of the Ages to Modern Spiritualism’; by Mrs. H.
T. Brigham, of New York, in reply to questions submitted by
the audience ; by Mrs. H. M. Wallis, on ‘ Spiritual Gifts’ ;
by Mr. Thomas Heywood, on ‘Obsession’; by Mr. Richard
Harte, on ‘The New Spiritualism’ ; by Mr. Herbert Burrows,
on ‘Science and the Life Beyond ’; and by Mr. F. W.
Thurstan, M.A., on ‘Psychical Powers, with Suggestions for
their Development.” Social meetings were also held from time
to time, designed to promote friendly relations amongst the
members and to afford opportunities for interchange of thoughts
on subjects of mutual interest. At these gatherings illustra-
tions of psychometry and clairvoyance were given by Mrs.
Vincent Bliss and Miss Rowan Vincent. To all these friends
we desire to express our cordial thanks for their kind assistance.

It may be useful to remind the members of the Alliance
that next year (1898) will be the jubilee of the birth of the
movement known as Modern Spiritualisin, and that a suggestion
has been made that the occasion should be celebrated by a
Congress of British and Foreign Spiritualists, to be held in
London. The matter has been well considered by the Council,
and they have been in correspondence with many of the leading
Spiritualists at home and abroad ; but beyond this they have
hesitated to go, in view of the fact that they are, in compliance
with the Society’s Articles of Association, about to retire from
oflice, and deemed it imprudent on their part to commit their
successors to any definite decision in the matter. DBut whatever
may be the result of the election at the Annual General
Meeting—whether the present Members of Council are re-
eclected or whether they are replaced by others—it is important
to bear in mind that if the Congress is to be convened there is
no time to be lost, that the work must be vigorously pressed
forward at once, and that all Spiritualists at home, both in
Liondon and the provinces, should be earnestly invited to give
their cordial co-operation, that a fitting reception may be
accorded to the friends from abroad. |

Members will be gratified to learn that the Council have
completed arrangements for the holding of a Conversazione in
St. James’s Hall on the evening of Monday, March 29th. These
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states, especially as the latter have to assume the conditions,
appearances, &c., pertaining to the plane to which they are pro-
jected and in which they manifest (but which conditions and
appearances in no way pertain to their own normal state and
plane).

When the apparition knows itself to be a de-doubled re-
presentation, it implies that the subject is self-conscious of the
cxperiences. When the double does not know itself to be
such, but represents itself to be an original spirit, it shows that
its real self is entranced and the experiences of the double
pertain to an abnormal secondary memory-chain. Such doubles
can consequently not describe their normal state and surround-
ings, being discreted therefrom. Their statements are un-
reliable and relate only to their abnormal secondary dream-
state. This applies whether such forms are etherial or material-
ised. The real original selves of such apparitional doubles
are generally asleep, undergoing reconstruction in the astral
plane, and are temporally awakened into dreaming through
their doubles, so to say. They may also represent selves in the
personal state into which the second (astral) death entails re-
birth and who may be serving temporally, as entranced subjects,
to higher operators. Some of the doubles projected from that
plane carry the knowledge that their experience is abnormal. The
projected doubles, from the selves in the inner, higher planes
above that, always carry the knowledge of dual experiencing in
distinct but connected relation, i.e., complete self-consciousness.
They are consequently the only reliable teachers, or revealers,
with regard to existence as it is in those inner, higher states.

All these doubles, and the original selves they represent, are
constituted of vitality (which in itself s soul and spirit) in
different modes or degrees, or carrying different octaves of
vibration. It is these different octaves of vibration in the one
common element that constitute different degrees of perception
in selves and different related planes of being in the not-self.

The vibrations pertaining to the higher modes or octaves
interpenetrate those of the lower, as is illustrated in the X rays,
&c. Hence higher beings command those in lower states. But
the lower, slower vibrations and perception pertaining to
vitality in subordinate, denser states, cannot interpenetrate or
command the quicker and more intense vibrations pertaining to
higher states. Consequently the only true occultism is that
which acknowledges, in reverential humility, man’s dependence
on the supreme beings who, as representatives of the One
Universal Life, control and determine and interpenetrate this
Universe, from its centre to its circumference.

MYSTERIOUS MUSIC.

One spiritual phenomenon deserves singular observation,
and that is the wonder known as mysterious music—not the
whistling of the wind through reeds, but most melodious, not
accounted for by the echo of strains of real music which distance
has strangely etherealised, but weird beyond the scope of pre-
sent explanation. Music due to no ordinary source, strangely
inspiring, almost hallowed, is heard hovering about a little
churchyard on the south bank of the Tweed. Between the
river and the church there runs the public highway, and
between this road and the church there are dense trees on
rising ground, through which at times the strange sounds
greet the traveller. Such chords within a house must seem yet
more miraculous. There is a house called Pottery House, in the
Hunslet district of Leeds. In an upper bedroom there not many
years ago a man lay ill, sadly stricken with rheumatic fever, and,
as it seemed, at the very point of death. One night when his
sister and her husband had left him for a time, they heard a
sweet succession of most musical and enchantingly melodicus
sounds in his room. They went to him. The sufferer had
listened to the preternatural sounds entranced, and from that
hour grew well. This is not the only instance of spirit music,
and in each recurring case the sounds thus visitant from other
spheres have a harmony which seems supernal and as if the
angels played. In these investigations testimony is fortified by
common corroboration, and still more when wild or domestic
animals join human beings as witnesses. One day many persons
seated in a room in a house in Canada heard the master of the
place ride swiftly up ; heard, too, the dogs in the courtyard run
to meet and welcome him as they always did—heard him lead
his horse to the stables, then enter the house, ascend the stairs,
and, having entered the library, close the door. To this room,
as his arrival was quite unexpected, the others flocked immedi-
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ately. No one could be seon. The master of the house was a
hundred miles away. This was a phantasm of the living rather
than the dead.—From ¢ Cassell’'s Family Magazine’ for March.

THE MYSTERY OF INITIATION.

Of no subject is it so desirable—nay, for that matter, so
absolutely necessary to the interests of the individual of to-day
—to get a sound and thorough mental grasp as of the subject
of Initiation. Thought now is as free as the wind. We can
think whatever we like, we can say whatever we like, without
fear of the jealous eye of the minister of the Inquisition, or the
dread of an angry God. And even the tyranny of the modern
Inquisition—Materialistic Science—is fast losing its power to
daunt and repel its disciples from trespassing beyond the
orthodox track. In fact, it can be said that the universal order
is ‘Full steam ahead!’ And that we are going full steam
ahead, no one who has his or her eyes open can entertain the
slightest doubt. There still remain, it is true, benighted folk
whose only mission in the world seems to be to growl, grumble,
and deny, like Mephisto in ‘Faust ' :—

[ am the spirit that evermore denies.
No ! say I, No! to everything that tries
T'o bubble into being.

The tables are now turned, and instead of being terrified at
this once formidable being, we can re-echo Faust’s words :—

Is it thou ? thou standing there ? thou to resist

The healthful energy, the animation,

The force that moves, and moulds, and is creation—
In vain spite clenching that cold devil’s fist ?
Strange son of Chaos, this may well move laughter.

Having got so far towards true freedom—for which we have
to thank those brave men and women who, assailed by ridicule
and calumny and bigotry, adhered to their convictions un-
flinchingly, and kept their eyes constantly onwards and upwards
—Tlet us pause a moment and cast a bird’s-eye view around us.

What do we see ? A chaotic condition of thought and action.
[ don’t mean the expression °chaotic condition ’ to be taken in
any pessimistic sense, but rather to mark our present thought-
world, out of which, I believe, will soon grow an orderly
Cosmos. In the ordinary outside world, Jack is as good as his
master. Purely accidental external rank is rapidly deteriorating
in value. The old order changeth verily ! Nothing can bolster
up a pompous outside when the within is poor and feeble.
Money, wealth, position, cannot hide the real shreds and rags
from a cunning eye. However, not to digress into another
question, let us proceed to examine the inner world of thought
amongst Spiritualists, Theosophists, Occultists, Hermetists,
and all the other *ists.’

The *chaotic condition’ is equally striking. On the one
extreme side, there is the demand to have no mysticism or
secrecy of any sort, but to get everything into the light of
modern science, and make it as plain as a hornbook. The
argument is that this is the epoch of the X rays, the tele-
phone, and the phonograph. We are not going to be
frightened by bugbears which frighten children in the dark. If
there is a secret behind—out with it. On the other extreme
side, there is the solemn asseveration that wild horses
will not tear the ‘great secret’ out of the bosom of its
custodians. Just think of the awful consequences to the world
if the ‘arcanum’ were publicly disclosed ! It must be confessed
that the latter sounds very much like pure bunkum, and
one feels a certain amount of sympathy for the rebellious thought
that works on Occultism, such as Eliphas Lévi’s, &c., in which
reference is made to the awful secret which would enable its
possessor to master the world, aud keep it for ever at his feet—
are merely the outcome of an hysterical imagination, while the
other writers keep up a ‘trick of the trade’ to impress and
overawe the confiding disciple. And there is also a certain un-
speakable disappointment when one descends from the pedestal
of books to the writer himself. The awe-inspiring magician is
transformed into a weak and commonplace mortal, suffering
from biliousness, gout, or asthma, and the other ills that flesh
is heir to.

Is it not reasonable, therefore, to ask whether, in sober
earnest. there is anything in Occultism, and What is the
“arcanran’ of the Hermetists, Alchemists, and Kabbalists
In past times, notably the Middle Ages, when the authority of
the Church was supreme, there was a reason for secrecy ; but
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