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NOTES BY THE WAY.

A good old friend, and one of the truest of Spiritualists, 
wrote to us on one of our late dismal days rather be­
moaning the ebbing away of strength and the darkening 
of the windows of the body. We reminded him of the 
inevitable process, and asked him how otherwise the glory 
could be revealed. His reply was a touching blend of 
pathos and humour. He did not mind 1 the inevitable 
process/ but he objected to the ignominious duty of 
keeping the old house in repair—a shingle here, a patch of 
mortar there, to-day a repairing of a buttress, to-morrow a 
stuffing in of putty. Why doesn’t God send on a good 
healthy wind, and blow the whole thing—timbers and 
slates and rattling glass—to smithereens'?

This reply was quite in Robert Browning’s vein when he 
wrote ‘The Householder.’ Does our old friend remember 
it 1 It is a parable of Poet, Body, and Spirit. Here are 
the first two verses :—

Savage I was sitting in my house, late, lone :
Dreary, weary with the long day’s work :

Head of me, heart of me, stupid as a stone :
Tongue-tied now, now blaspheming like a Turk ;

When, in a moment, just a knock, call, cry,
Half a pang and all a rapture, there again were we !— 

‘ What, is it really you again ? ’ quoth I :
* I again, what else did you expect ? ’ quoth She.

‘ Never mind, hie away from this old house—
Every crumbling brick embrowned with sin and shame !

Quick, in its corners ere certain shapes arouse !
Let them—every devil of the night—lay claim, 

Make and mend, or rap and rend, for me ! Goodbye !
God be their guard from disturbance at their glee, 

Till, crash, comes down the carcass in a heap ! ’ quoth I :
‘ Nay, but there’s a decency required/ quoth She.

Our dear old friend is not a millionth part as bad as 
that; but the lesson is there, for him and for us all.

The Churches greatly need to clear their atmosphere 
from fog and their minds from cant in relation to what 
they call ‘the Holy Spirit.’ A celebrated Presbyterian 
divine, telling the story of ‘ a revival/ said :—

The pastor and church officers that I am speaking of 
intensely desired and hungered for an outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit. They did not send off for any man to come and impart 
a blessing ; they went straight to God. After the revival began, 
they co-operated with the Holy Spirit by zealous personal 
effort; the Divine and the human worked together.

Might it not do us all good to try the effect of talking 
about ‘ the holy spirits/ instead of 1 The Holy Spirit ’ ? 
We might then penetrate to the truth that the holy spirits 
may be in ourselves, and that there may be very real ‘ co­

operation ’ between our holy spirits and the still holier 
spirits of waiting angels. Then, perhaps, to go ‘ straight 
to God ’ would mean to go straight to the holy spirit in us 
and to open the door—simply to open the door—to the 
waiting holy spirits who are always near us.

This is, we admit, a splendid audacity; but if any body 
of people could entirely give themselves up to it, testify to 
it, teach it, live it, that would be something like a spiritual 
Church. And why not?

This, from ‘ Freedom/ is worth thinking about:—
Make your statement and stand by it, even though you do 

not get any outward results for months. Keep the arguments 
in mind and keep making your statements, and clinch them by 
reason, and logic, and common-sense, and thereby be worthy 
of the privilege of consummating the law ; meet all doubts and 
anxieties with prompt denials, assert your supremacy on every 
hand, keep ‘ toned up ’ and positive by the acquisition of truth, 
and there is no possibility of failure. What though it was never 
done before in the history of the world ; what though you get 
nothing but scoffs and jeers for encouragement; what though not 
a single soul comprehends you—go right on. Never falter. A 
new age has dawned, with new possibilities, and a precedent is to be 
established, and a way blazed for those who have the courage to 
stand by the new light. You cannot afford to wait for apprecia­
tion. The world always crucifies its redeemers. If you are 
going to break away from the crystallised beliefs of the death­
hunting hosts, you must expect to take the usual consequences 
of persecution and abuse. Christ ‘ went about doing good ’ and 
preaching the law of love ; but they killed him. That has been 
the fate of all the benefactors of the race who tried to show 
people the truth.

Of course, this might be dangerous in some cases. It 
might only make some obstinate, conceited, self-assertive; 
but that is worth risking. Better that some should 
exaggerate their freedom and responsibility than that 
all should consult only orthodoxy, custom, fashion, the 
majority.—and Mrs. Grundy.

‘The Progressive Thinker ’ endorses the following story:—
In Lowell, Mass., there lives a boy who is endowed with a 

peculiar power over animals. Every stray dog and cat in the 
neighbourhood knows him and loves to be in his company. A 
vicious horse which the stableman can with difficulty handle will 
stand like a lamb while he harnesses and unharnesses him. 
The doves fly around him, and in the woods the wild birds 
apparently regard him as a friend and ally.

The most remarkable exhibition of his power, which has 
long been known and commented on by his friends, was given 
the other day. A large and vicious rat was captured in the 
stable in one of those traps which permit of easy ingress and 
no egress. The men who were looking at the animal were 
afraid to go near the trap, the animal snowed such terror, but 
the boy, when he beheld the imprisoned creature, fearlessly put 
out his finger and stroked its head, the rat manifesting as much 
pleasure as would a cat or dog. Several days have passed since 
then, and the stablemen are still afraid of their capture ; but 
he has grown so tame and familiar with the boy as to allow him 
to take him out and put him in the trap, will come at his 
whistle, and manifests every appearance of joy at his presence. 
There seems to be no question but that the boy could train that 
rat to perform almost any feat within the power of such an animal.
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We have received a copy of a 1 Free Church ’ Calendar 
(Ormond-road, Richmond). Tn several ways it is note­
worthy, but chiefly so because of its breezy and refreshing 
account of itself; thus :—

Our Church has no doctrinal test of fellowship. It seeks to 
gather all who desire to get good, or to do good, upon the 
natural human basis of fraternal goodwill, religious aspiration, 
and independent thought. With it the life is more than the 
creed. It aims to liberate from the tyranny of hurtful dogma 
and sectarian exclusiveness ; to unite men upon their common 
religious needs, rather than upon uniformity of their intellectual 
speculations. It desires to ennoble and enlarge the worshiper’s 
conceptions of God, of the world, of man, and of human duty; 
so that in an entirely reverent and teachable spirit he may not 
fear the constant modifications which better educated thought 
is bringing into the religion of the time. It freely surrenders 
such dogmatic notions as prove to be inconsistent with those 
great fundamental verities of moral and physical science, on 
which alone the religion of the future can securely rest.

Why cannot something like that be substituted for the 
Thirty-nine Articles, and the nation’s Church be open to 
us all ?

We have received from Mrs. Gordon (the Hastings 
palmist) a long and very pathetic letter. She has served 
her term at Lewes gaol, is thankful for much kind treatment 
there, and claims to have given specimens of her gift to 
some of her detainers. We are not able to go further into 
the case as a matter of police, but the opinions we have 
expressed are unaltered. Prosecutions in such cases seem 
to us to be as cruel as they are stupid. Mrs. Gordon’s 
address is 16, Devonshire-terrace, Hastings.

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS.
Mr. R. Seithel, sen. (Berlin), sends us the following 

interesting communication :—
The question is constantly arising, * Are there such things as 

spirit photos, or is it humbug?’ and it seems to me, therefore, 
* to be all the more desirable to note every instance in which a 

perfectly reliable person assures us that his endeavours to get a 
genuine spirit photograph have proved successful.

Such an event I find in a letter with which Mr. Matthew 
Fidler, of Gothenburg, honoured me on the 12th inst., and the 
contents of which he authorises me to relate.

After many unsuccessful,or only partly successful, endeavours, 
in which he got only either cloudy plates, or a face, or head, 
&c., he succeeded, on the 11th inst., in obtaining the figure of 
a lady, who, he thinks, will turn out a fairly good photo of the 
lady who communicates through a well-known automatic writer. 
The photo will shortly be printed.

On the 12th inst., when at dinner, the voice of a man (spirit) 
called out to a well-known lady and medium present, ‘ Let the 
child sit.’ This instruction was observed, and Mr. Fidler 
found on the second plate a photo, which he thinks will prove 
to be the portrait of a spirit who has always been attached to 
the child, Mr. Fidler continues to expose two or three plates 
daily.

I inform you of the facts, as you yourself know the un­
doubted respectability of Mr. Fidler, who certainly acts without 
any other motive than the desire to clear up phenomena which 
bring about so many controversies.

Whenever the existence of spirit photos, received by 
different respectable agents, is placed beyond doubt, and the 
manner of obtaining them at will is brought to light, then there 
can be no longer a rational disbelief in the existence of spirits 
and their possible appearance in this world.
[There can be no possible doubt in the mind of anyone who knows 

him of the absolute bona-fides of Mr. Fidler.-—Ed. ‘Light.’]

We beg to remind those Subscribers to ‘Light,’ and the 
London Spiritualist Alliance, Limited, who have not 
already renewed their Subscriptions for 1897, which 
are payable in aduance^ that they should forward remit­
tances at once to Mr. B. D. Godfrey, 2, Duke-street 
Adelphi, W.C.

ALONE!

A SHORT SERMON OF SPIRITUAL ETHICS.

By Hudson Tuttle.

Hard and uncompromising experiences have moulded 
our characters, and made us happy or miserable. We met 
with selfishness when we expected unselfishness, and our 
devotion was made a scoff. We trusted, and our trust was 
betrayed. The love and devotion we poured out in fullest 
measure sank into the arid sands, and left not even a 
green oasis of memory. We looked for assistance in some 
dark hour, and ingratitude snarled at us. We sought to 
be just, and were crushed by injustice. We loved our 
enemies, and they blasted us with the lying tongue of 
slander. Friends whom we trusted as true, proved false. 
Those we idealised and ennobled, failed and stung us with 
their ignobility.

We are weary of the strife, the pettiness, the selfish 
conflict, and feel alone in the restless throng; alone and 
lonely, with no one on whom to rely but ourselves. Over­
powered by the force of circumstances, and the feeling of 
utter inability to meet the requirements made upon us; 
faint beneath crushing burdens, we from within receive 
strange strength and power, and arise from the ashes of 
our hopes, strong to go on our journey.

The rude antagonism which meets us may weaken 
our faith, blunt our finer susceptibilities, quicken our 
suspicions, and make us sour and selfish; or, as the 
healthy blood reacts against the biting winds, a spiritual 
reaction intensifies all the noble qualities and sweetens the 
character with the benedictions of love.

Truly great and exemplary are those who, out of the 
poisonous flowers of strife, extract the honey of peace and 
joy. They have reached the goal of rest.

Why should the tongue of slander, the subtle in­
sinuation, the open falsehood, trouble us ? To be dis­
turbed is a confession of weakness. Do we not know our­
selves, our strength, our infinite heritage? Knowing 
ourselves, why stop to weep over the ingratitude and 
forgetfulness of friends, their weakness and changing 
qualities? We have expected too much, and have been 
brought back to the reality.

Do we mourn because we have been taught the truth 1 
Let all go by, fleeting and changing as the face of waters. 
Though all perish from us, we remain profiting by the 
changes. The eternal and imperishable presses onward.

Stand fast, O soul, and abide thy time! The march 
of years and gestation of all things are thine heritage, 
if thou so improve as to become the qualified and worthy 
heir.

Stand fast! Nor let distrust, enmity, disappointment, 
unrequited toil, blighted expectations, or failure make us 
less trustful of humanity. What we ought to have ex­
pected has come, and we should be satisfied. We went 
out to find better company than ourselves. We thought 
we should enjoy going away from ourselves and that 
others could supply our needs.

We have been brought by experience to realise that he 
who sits with himself sits with his king.

A FORM OF BEQUEST.

I give and bequeath unto the London Spiritualist Alliance, 
Limited, the sum of £ , to be applied to the purposes of
that Society ; and I direct that the said sum shall bo paid free 
from Legacy Duty, out of such part of my personal estate as 
may legally be devoted by will to charitable purposes, and in 
preference to other legacies and bequests thereout.

London (Bloomsbury District).—‘Light’ is kept on sale 
by -I. Burns, 81, Endol!-street, Shaftosbury-avenue, W.C.
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MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM.
At a meeting of the Members, Associates, and friends of the 

London Spiritualist Alliance, held in the French Drawing Room, 
St. James’s Hall, on Friday evening, the 19th inst., Mr. Percy 
W. Ames, F.S.A., F.R.G.S., delivered an address on 4 Mes­
merism and Hypnotism,’ Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, the President 
of the Alliance, occupying the chair.

The President, in introducing Mr. Ames to the meeting, 
referred to his own experiences as a mesmeric operator, and 
suggestively raised several points in connection with the 
subject, which points, it may be added, were dealt with by Mr. 
Ames in the course of his lecture.

Mr. Ames, in commencing his address, said this was the 
first time that the subject of Mesmerism had been brought by 
him before an audience of Spiritualists. He considered, 
however, that the London Spiritualist Alliance deserved 
the respect of all friends of truth, because it formed an 
organised protest against pessimism, materialism, and othei' 
forms of diseased thought Referring to the necessity for a 
careful study of the underlying forces in connection with the 
classes of phenomena with which he proposed to deal, Mr. 
Ames quoted a passage from the writings of the late ‘ M. A. 
(Oxon.),’ in which a hope was expressed that the time was past 
when Spiritualists would be content to gaze upon pheno­
menal manifestations without making an attempt to investigate 
their true nature and source, and that the time had arrived 
when the intelligent student of Spiritualism would not consider 
that he could account for everything abnormal on the hypo­
thesis of spirit agency.

Coming to a direct consideration of his subject, Mr. Ames 
alluded to the instructive light which a study of mesmerism 
and hypnotism threw upon the question of miracles as recorded 
in both the sacred and profane literature of the past. Many of 
the narratives of wonderful cures of diseases, for example, 
presented suggestive comparisons with modern methods and 
the ‘ laying on of hands,’ the supposed passing of virtue directly 
from the person of the healer to that of the patient, or being 
transmitted by means of intermediaries, as in the handkerchiefs 
and aprons which were carried between St. Paul and the sick— 
all these things became intelligible to the mesmeric student. 
The modern revival of interest in mesmeric phenomena was 
due to the completely changed conditions under which they 
were produced and studied. The whole sub ject had been purged 
from the elements of superstition associated with it in the past, 
and had been submitted to rigorous scientific investigation by 
men of the highest attainments. Modern investigation had 
already justified itself. Information regarding physiological 
functions had been obtained, and the value of hypnosis as a 
therapeutic agent had been satisfactorily demonstrated.

Dealing with the distinction between Mesmerism and 
Hypnotism, the lecturer said that, in employing the terms to 
indicate two schools of method and interpretation, he did so 
merely for the convenience of description, as, fundamentally, 
hypnotism and mesmerism were the same. He wished it to be 
understood that he used the term * mesmerism ’ to indicate the 
psychical, as opposed to the physical, mode of procedure. In 
both states artificial sleep was produced, and in both, when the 
mental phenomena were reached, suggestion carried the force of 
fact. Mesmerism, or the psychical method, however, pro­
ceeded upon the assumption that the personal influence of the 
operator on the subject was an important factor in the process, 
that a peculiar sympathetic condition existed between them. 
The physical theory held by certain hypnotists, on the other 
hand, was that there was no such connection between operator 
and patient. Hypnotists of this school held that all the 
phenomena were entirely subjective, and based on modifications 
of the functions of the patient’s nervous system ; in short, that 
the hypnotic state was independent of all external influence 
except through the ordinary channels of the senses. Never­
theless, it occasionally happened that a hypnotic subject 
developed spontaneously other states, and phenomena occurred 
in the very midst of the hypnotic school, for which no explana­
tion on this assumption was possible. For instance, the 
subject might pass spontaneously into the clairvoyant 
state, a phenomenon well understood by the old-fashioned 
mesmerists; and this would create something like 
consternation in the hypnotic camp. Such an occurrence 
well illustrated the futility of attempting to control facts in 
order to support theories; no student, imbued with the 

true spirit of inquiry, would eVer be in this dilemma. Such 
methods, however, were not characteristic of all the hypnotists 
at Salpêtrière, although they were mainly governed in their 
researches by the materialistic idea. Binet and Féré, for in­
stance, candidly admitted that ‘the psychical element in hypnosis 
vitiated all attempts to give a physical explanation of this 
state.’ It was not difficult, however, to obtain illustrations 
in hypnosis to support any theory whatever, and the 
partisan, by eliminating all the facts inconsistent with his 
theory, could produce what would seem to be an un­
answerable case. As illustrative of the lengths to which 
an adherent of the physical theory would go, rather 
than admit the existence of a super-physical element in 
hypnotic experiments, the lecturer referred to an article which 
appeared in the ‘ Fortnightly Review’ in June, 1890 (No. 900), 
dealing with the perception of objects by hypnotic subjects, 
otherwise than through the ordinary sensory channels. The 
writer of the article, Dr. Luys, in reference to a successful 
experiment of this kind,said : ‘ The patient’s excessive power of 
sight reaches such an extraordinary pitch of acuteness that if 
we cover his eyelids with a layer of cotton wool and then put a 
newspaper in front of his eyes we are amazed to see that he can 
read it.’ Yet Dr. Luys actually suggests, as an explanation, that 
the patient saw the newspaper ‘through some tiny cracks imper­
ceptible to us.’ To believe in cracks through a man’s eyelids and 
a layer of cotton wool required (said Mr. Ames) a greater faith 
than the more natural theory of odylie force. The lecturer then 
contrasted the two schools. On the one hand were mesmerists 
with their insistence on the necessity for a careful selection of 
the operator, the importance of guarding against ‘ cross-mes­
merism,’ and their personal and psychical methods of inducing 
the mesmeric trance. On the other hand, they had the hypno­
tists who believed that the process was purely mechanical and 
the state entirely physical, who had no objection to semi-public 
exhibitions, nor to suggestions made by other persons than the 
operator, ï.e., ‘cross-mesmerism.’ It was little wonder that the 
hypnotists of this class were generally unfamiliar with the 
higher and more interesting phenomena. In this connection it 
might be observed that these operators found that for their 
processes delicate and hysterical persons were the best subjects. 
The experience of all the great mesmerists, i.e.. those who 
practised the psychical method, was that the healthier and finer 
the organisation the more perfect and exalted were the mani­
festations.

Dealing with the methods of inducing the hypnotic state, 
Mr. Ames said that the old-fashioned mesmeric passes were 
almost obsolete ; but amongst the processes now in use the 
psychical and physical methods could easily be distinguished. 
In the first of the two processes the operator made use of sug­
gestion to produce the requisite placidity and concentration, 
directing, also, his words and manner and the surroundings to 
the same end, and allaying any fears in the mind of the patient 
by gentleness and sympathy. When the patient was comfortably 
reclining, the operator would urge him to yield to the inclina­
tion to sleep and to close his eyes if disposed to do so. This 
process, which might be called the method by persuasion, was 
practised with modification by Dr. Liébeault at Nancy, Dr. Lloyd 
Tuckey in England, and Dr. Van Renterghem at Amsterdam. 
It was the method which had produced the most satisfactory 
results in the cure of disease, as well as the most striking 
psychical phenomena.

The physical or hypnotic method at Salpêtrière was as 
mechanical as possible. By sudden noises, flashing lights, 
wearying the sense of sight by straining the eyes at an object, 
or that of hearing by monotonous sounds, sleep was produced. 
And so little were the precautions of the psychical method 
regarded that a large number of persons were hypnotised at 
once while seated around the rotating mirror of Dr. Luys. But 
while condemning the physical methods, Mr. Ames desired to 
pay a tribute of admiration to the courage and unshrinking and 
systematic labours of the experimenters of this school, which 
included the late Dr. Charcot. Amongst the dangers of the 
physical method was the risk of spontaneous or involuntary 
hypnotisation in the case of persons who had been continually 
subjected to hypnotic experiments.

Mr. Ames then referred to some of the leading authorities 
on mesmerism and hypnotism. These included Dr. Gregory, 
who belonged to what was generally regarded as the pre- 
scientific period of investigation, viz., some forty-five years ago, 
and who recorded a remarkable series of psychical phenomena 
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SOCIETY WORK.

Liverpool Spiritual Evidence Society, 8, Brougham­
terrace, West Derby-road.—Miss Jones, of Liverpool, gave 
a very able address on ‘ What Spiritualism Is,’ followed by 
psycho metrical delineations of a convincing character.—Mrs. 
K. Russell, Cor. Sec.

Edmonton Spiritualists’ Society, Beech Hall, Hyde- 
lane.—On Sunday last Mr. Weederneyer gave an excellent 
address on ‘ Human Responsibility,’ followed by Mrs. Weede- 
meyer with clairvoyance, all delineations being fully recog­
nised. Next Sunday, at 7 p.m., Mr. J. J. Vango.—E. S. 
Walker, Cor. Sec.

Stratford Society of Spiritualists, Forest Gate Branch. 
—On Sunday last, Mr. Robertson in the chair, Mr. Brailey’s 
guides gave a spiritual poem, and later on asked the audience to 
select a subject, that chosen being * The Transition of the Soul,’ 
which was dealt with in a masterly manner. Clairvoyance fol­
lowed. 4 Evangel ’ next Sunday. —J. Humphrey, Hon. Sec.

Cardiff Psychological Society, St. John’s Hall.— 
On Sunday last Mr. Holden gave a thoughtful address upon 
‘The Scientific Basis of Spiritualism.’ Though this was his 
first attempt, he carried the service through in a most creditable 
manner. We trust he will make one more worthy standard­
bearer in our noble cause. Speaker, Sunday next, Mr. J. J. 
Morse.—G. F.

Islington Spiritualist Society, Wellington Hall, Isling­
ton.—On Sunday evening last an address was given by Mr. 
Brenchley on ‘Spiritualism and the Bible,’ followed by good 
clairvoyance by Mrs. Brenchley (all but two recognised). We 
are glad to be able to state that the attendance is increasing. 
On Sunday next Mr. Dalley will deliver a trance address, ‘ Do 
Spirits Return ? When, and How ? ’ Wednesday, at 8 p.m., 
circle, members only. Medium, Mrs. Brenchley.—E. J. T.

North London Spiritualists’ Society, Finsbury Park, 
14, Stroud Green-road.—On Sunday last Mr. Jones, in the 
chair, gave a reading on the heavens and hells of various 
nations. Mr. Brooks spoke on the Summerland to the 
children. Both Miss Harris and Mrs. Jones, under control, 
gave touching addresses anent the passing-on of our brother 
George Downing, a well-known worker in the cause in the 
various societies and in the open-air work, on February 19th, 
1897, aged fifty-six.—T. B.

The Denton Social Club.—This lately-formed club of 
Spiritualist young people is flourishing and vigorous. Some 
forty members are now on the roll. On Tuesday evening, the 
9th inst., it held its second open social meeting, at which a large 
number of members and friends were present. The time was 
pleasantly passed in social converse, interspersed by a capital 
programme of vocal and instrumental music and recitations. 
The club meets every Tuesday evening, at Morse’s Library, and 
all communications for the hon. secretary, Mr. Wilsher, can be 
addressed thereto.—A Member.

South London Spiritualists’ Mission, Surrey Masonic 
Hall, Camberwell New-road, S.E.—On Sunday morning, 
in the unexpected absence of Mr. Long, Mr. R. Boddington 
dealt with the subject announced, ‘Mediumship.’ Owing to 
the number of questions, discussion was not reached, and the 
subject will be re-opened by Mr. W. E. Long next Sunday 
morning. In the evening Mr. Peters again occupied our plat­
form. Those who could not obtain admission are requested to 
note that all who come early, whether members or strangers, 
have the first claim upon our seating accommodation. The after 
circle consisted of about seventy members and associates. On 
Sunday next, at 11 a.m., Mr. W. E. Long, ‘Mediumship,’ 
questions and discussion ; Children’s Lyceum at 3 p.m. ; Mr. 
W.E.Long/Telepathy, the Last Resource,’ at 6.30 p.m.—R.B.

Morse’s Library, Florence House, 26, Osnaburgh- 
street, N.W.—The third series of winter public meetings 
were resumed on Wednesday evening, the 3rd inst., on which 
occasion Mr. J. J. Morse delivered a trance address on 
‘Common-sense Spiritualism,’ followed, on the succeeding 
Wednesday evening, by Replies to Questions, while under con­
trol, ‘ Tien ’ on each occasion maintaining his reputation as a 
clear and cogent expositor on the spiritual philosophy. On 
Wednesday, the 17th, the evening was given over to the 
‘ Strolling Player,’ who for an hour and a-half entertained rhe 
large company with his wit, wisdom, and genial satires. Judg­
ing by the numbers present at these gatherings they meet a 
want in this district. They are open to the public, and the 
admission is free. On Wednesday evening, March 3rd, Mrs. 
M. H. Wallis, of Manchester, will deliver an address, followed 
by clairvoyance-—Reporter.

Battersea Society of Spiritualists, Temperance Hall, 
Doddington-grove, Battersea Park-road.—Mr. Peters was 
again very successful in psychometry last Thursday. On Sunday 
morning Mr. Martin told the old, old story of fraud, or self­
deception. Unfortunately for the position, several of our 
members recently had some very striking physical manifestations, 
and were thus able to deal very pertinently with the matter 
from the platform of personal experience. In the evening 
Messrs. Drake and Adams dealt with ‘ Personal Experiences 

and their Lessons,’ the applause testifying .he atisfaotiorfof 
the audience. Solos from Mr. Paskell, ‘ Eternity,’ and Mrs. 
Boddington, ‘The Mystic Veil,’ added considerably to the 
pleasure of the evening. Next Thursday, at 8 p.m., Mr. Peters 
on ‘Psychometry.’ Sunday, at 11 a.m., Mr. H. Boddingtonon 
‘ Hypnotism and Mediumship,’ followed by discussion. At 
7 p.m., Mrs. H. Boddington on ‘ Mediumship or Self-Deception. 
—H. B.

Cavendish Rooms, 51, Mortimer-street, W.—On Sunday 
evening last the visit of Mrs. Green, of Manchester, caused a 
crowded audience to assemble at these Rooms, and it was found 
necessary to close the doors before seven o’clock, every avail­
able seat and standing space being occupied. Prior to the address, 
Miss Florence Morse sang a solo,‘ The Silver Cord ’ (Behrend),’ 
eliciting the hearty plaudits of her appreciative hearers. Mrs.
Green, under control, then spoke for a short time on ‘ Spirit 
Power,’ an address which, although not calling for special 
remark, was an eminently suitable one ; after which the Mary- 
lebone Association of Spiritualists’ Choir sang ‘ The Lord is my 
Shepherd ’ in a manner which showed careful training and true 
musical ability. The clairvoyance by Mrs. Green also proved 
very successful, only one description being not fully recognised 
out of the nine given. Next Sunday evening Mrs. Groen will 
again be the speaker and medium. It is hoped that everyone 
will be seated before the time of commencement, which is 7 p.m. 
Solo by Miss Morris.—L. H.

Stratford Society of Spiritualists, Workman’s Hall, 
West Ham-lane, E.—On Sunday last Mr. Veitch gave us an 
excellent address on ‘Immortality,’ which was, as usual; much 
appreciated. Next Sunday, Mrs. E. W. Wallis, of Manchester. 
Thursday, March 4th, Mr. Ronald Brailey. One of our old and 
well-known members, Mr . Downing, has passed on, and the 
body will be buried to-day (Saturday, 27th inst.) at Manor 
Park Cemetery, between 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. It will be a Spiritual­
ist’s funeral, and we hope as many friends as possible will be at 
the grave. We are most anxious to spread the truth far and wide, 
and with this intention we are going to open branches of our 
society all over the East of London, and we make an earnest 
appeal to all lovers of our cause to come and join us. We have 
started the first branch of this society at Forest Gate, E., with 
great success. It is entirely under the auspices of the Stratford 
Society, and the branch officers are all members of our com­
mittee. Our united desire is to have branches in Bow, Leyton, 
Walthamstow, Poplar, &c., and we feel confident of success. 
When we open branches our executive will supply good 
speakers and workers, and we, therefore, appeal most earnestly 
for help.—T. McCallum, Hon. Sec.

To Inquirers and Spiritualists.—The members of the 
Spiritualists’ Corresponding Society will be pleased to assist 
inquirers and correspond with Spiritualists at home or abroad. 
For explanatory literature and list of members, address J. 
Allen, Hon. Sec., 115, White Post-lane, Manor Park, Essex

MRS. HARDINGE BRITTEN IN BIRMINGHAM.
Among the many points in the opposition that Mrs. Britten 

dealt with on Monday, she answered none so effectually as the 
charge that the practice of spirit communion is detrimental to 
health and vigour. Despite her long work in the cause, our 
most critical of Press reporters describes her as ‘ a fine portly 
woman, in the prime of life.’ He would have found nothing to 
withdraw in that comment had he had the opportunity of 
receiving the radiant stimulus of her closer presence.

At great personal inconvenience, suffering from a severe cold, 
she came to Birmingham to assist in the development of mere 
embryo societies, and by her advice and sympathy gave a 
spiritual enthusiasm to the toilers that will not readily die. On 
Sunday, at the Oddfellows’ Hall, Bloomsbury, she delivered a 
very fine address, which old admirers present said they had 
hardly heard excelled, the subject being ‘ The Evolution and 
Growth of Spirit and its Progress Here and Hereafter.’ It was 
a masterly illustration of the sequence from all that is grand 
and beautiful in natural science to all that is holy and divine in 
the spiritual nature of man.

On Monday evening, at the Temperance Hall, her answers 
to questions by the audience were greeted with enthusiastic 
acclamation by an audience of some two hundred and fifty 
persons. An attempt at disturbance after the close was pre­
vented by the prompt action of the chairman and the goodwill 
of the audience.—B. H.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

W. O.—You will find the announcement in our next issue.
E. E.—To press the points would savour somewhat of persecu­

tion, and we therefore forbear. The facts have been pub­
lished, and our readers may now be left to form their own 
conclusions.

H. F. (New York).—Thanks for your interesting communica­
tion, but it is too long for use until there is a little less 
pressure on our space ; and even then we shall be obliged 
to give it in instalments.
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