
r
I »
I

:

:
r

k

r

»

L

4 Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research
“LightI More light ! "—Goethe. “Whatever doth make manifest is light/’—Paul.

No. 838 —Vol. XVII,

CONTENTS
Notes by the Way ................... . .49
Spiritual Alchemy. By ‘ Qurestor

Vi re - ..........................  51
Curious Dreams....... . ........ . ........ .52
Interesting Discovery through a

Medium .....................................62
The Distant Shadow Land. By Lord

Just ce Bowen ... ................ . 53
Palmistry in England and France.. 53
Self-Healing by ^elf-Suggestion 54
Mee- ing of the London Spiritualist 

Alliance................... . ...............55

Saturday, January 30, 1897. Newapaper.l Price Twopence.

Spiritualism and Orthodox Chris­
tianity..... . ................................. 55

£100 for a Genuine Spirit Photo­
graph .............................................57

‘ The Hypnotic M«g zine ’ ............ 57
Clairvoyance or Wha»;?.................... 67
Hypnotism and smerism ........ .53
Occ ib ism.—Is Secrecy Necessary ?.59 
An Astral Mystery and Some Possi- 

bi it'64............   59
Mr. Craddock and the London

Spiritualist Alliance...................60

NOTES BY THE WAY.

The new number of ‘Borderland’ is good, very good. 
We are delighted to find our old friend, Mr. Glendinning, 
strongly in evidence with an important account of the pro­
duction of psychic pictures without a camera. These are 
all the more valuable because the only persons concerned, 
on this side, in their production were Mr. Glendinning and 
confidential relatives or friends. His medium is a relative 
and, oddly enough, is in the same state of mind as ‘ Miss 
X.,’ only less sympathetic with Spiritualism. He is said 
to be ‘ thoroughly opposed to the teachings of modern 
Spiritualism, and also to the practice of mediumship/ but 
‘ he knows that the phenomena are real? The explanation 
is that he c holds a theory akin to that of most Theoso- 
phists? We are afraid he will not be further available, 
but seriously hope this will not be so. Even on the ground 
of science, or the general acquisition of knowledge (always 
a sacred duty), such a gift is too precious to be hid in a 
napkin and buried.

‘ More about the Burton Messages,’ by ‘ Miss X.,’ is, 
of course, piquant with all this nimble-witted lady’s insight 
into character, and mastery of her many pretty weapons : 
but we must look to the ‘ Proceedings ’ of the Psychical 
Research Society for the full and serious disclosure of an 
extremely important transaction.

Other Articles of special value are Letters from ‘Julia’ 
on «The Use and Abuse of Spirit Communications,’ and 
‘ Among the Borderlanders of Paris,’ by ‘ Miss X.’ But 
these named Articles by no means exhaust the good things 
in this keenly alert Number.

Last week we very regretfully pointed out the strong 
bias in Mr. Frederic Harrison’s discourse against a future 
personal life. We might have strengthened our case by a 
reference to another discourse in the same number of ‘ The 
Positivist Review,’ in which we find the editor (Mr. Beesly) 
even more dismal than Mr. Harrison. In this discourse 
he says,—‘ Using such knowledge as we have, we see every 
reason for belief that this is a most imperfect world ; no 
reason for assurance that we shall ever know any other.’ 
We have no wish to discuss this verdict of Positivism : we 
only note it, as explanatory of its position. But we will 
just remark that very much turns upon what is meant by 
‘ knowledge,’and that perhaps as much turns upon what is 
meant by ‘ using ’ it.

We regret that so bright and so free-spirited a man as 
Professor Sylvanus P. Thompson should have so entirely

fallen in with the now rather decadent fashion of condemn­
ing Spiritualism out and out. We thought it was at least 
necessary to account for proved facts on some other ground 
than lying or self-deception : though we admit, that at the 
end of his denunciation (in a ‘ Christian Commonwealth ’ 
interview) he grants that there may be ‘ honest imposters,’ 
and that there is something which requires explanation.

Professor Thompson insists upon light in spiritualist 
experiments. So do we—when we can get it. He does 
not insist upon light in connection with some of his experi­
ments. This insisting upon your own conditions is 
entirely unscientific and a good deal childish. Professor 
Thompson ought to be content with saying, ‘I hate the 
whole thing.’ If he really wished to know anything about 
it, he would experiment bit by bit on the lines of such 
phenomena as resulted, and would not ask for the moon.

We are sorry, too, to see the fling at Professor Oliver 
Lodge, who, said Professor Thompson, ‘ was taken-in by 
spirit mediums.’ This is not nice, and is scarcely true. 
Anyhow, Professor Oliver Lodge inquired, and still believes 
in the reality of mediumship : and we have yet to learn 
that Professor Thompson has acquired, by patient experi­
ment, the right to pronounce an opinion.

But Professor Thompson is not entirely a hopeless 
character. He says that ‘ every day makes it clearer that 
the things to be discovered are vastly more important than 
the things that have been discovered.’ If so, we venture 
to advise him to beware how he slams any door in our 
faces—or his own.

‘ The British Weekly,’ in a subtile review of Walter 
Pater’s privately printed book, the whole bearing of which 
tends to an exaltation of its view of Christ and Christianity, 
unconsciously reveals the always noticeable fact that these 
words (Christ and Christianity) may stand, and are con­
tinually being made to stand, for almost anything that gives 
the assurance of inward rest and hope. This is notoriously 
true as regards the sects. What are called ‘ Christ ’ and 
‘ Christianity ’ equally satisfy the crudest ranter and the 
daintiest medievalist—Father Ignatius and General Booth. 
It is obvious that the words are more symbols than any­
thing else, as now used.

Speaking of Clough, ‘The British Weekly ’ says : ‘ His 
later years, if they were not filled with the strange un­
earthly peace which is the final token of Christ’s indwelling, 
were much more quiet than the earlier.’ This completely 
unveils the delusion. British Christians are not usually 
the possessors of ‘ unearthly peace ’ : for that we must go 
to India—to the ‘heathen ’ to whom we send missionaries. 
If ‘unearthly peace’ and ‘quiet’ are indications of 
‘Christ’s indwelling,’we must certainly go farther afield 
than London, anyhow.

No ; this Christian affectation and egotism cannot be 
followed up and logically analysed. The belief in Christ 
and the acceptance of Christianity, in any sense, are in the
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highest degree desirable ; but let us be straight. Taking 
‘The British Weekly’s ’ own words, could we not quite as 
truly say that ‘ the strange, unearthly peace ’ is 1 the final 
token ’ of perfect acceptance of Spiritualism ? Or take 
another sentence in this same article. 4 The British 
Weekly’ says: ‘Christianity may not be true, but it is 
best to treat it as if it were. True Christian feeling gives 
brightness and sweetness to life and mitigates the awful­
ness of death? Substitute ‘ Spiritualism ’ for ‘ Chris­
tianity,’ and 1 Spiritual ’ for ‘ Christian,’ and how in­
tensely true it is ! We do not say that to disparage 
Christianity, but to point our remark that just now 
the words 1 Christ ’ and ‘ Christianity ’ are being used as 
symbols in a remarkably loose, or, let us say, comprehen­
sive way.

One remark, however, we must add. In its repeated 
reference to peace in Christ, ‘The British Weekly ’ says of 
Clough : ‘ He had begun to see that it was not his business 
to construct a religion or a theology, or to achieve his own 
salvation He began to recognise, though dimly, that 
these things were the work of another,’ But that is a 
source of ‘ unearthly peace ’ which perhaps had better be 
left alone. The Bible and Spiritualism both teach the only 
solid truth —‘ Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 
reap.’

Horatio W. Dresser’s spiritual book, on ‘The Power of 
Silence: an Interpretation of Life in its Relation to Health 
and Happiness ’ (Boston : G. H. Ellis), is another of the 
books which reveal how deep and continuous is the longing 
for spiritual religion based, not upon books and rites, but 
upon the soul and its ceaseless relations to ‘ the immanent 
God.’

The note of the book is that all things are manifes­
tations of God, or the infinite Reality which never ceases 
to manifest itself in created forms of finite being. ‘ Our 
earth is a part of the great rational life of God ’ : and men 
and women are ‘ expressions of the infinite life ’—intentions 
of the Reality, but imperfect. The nearest idea we can 
form of God and His commerce with man, is thus put:— 
‘ The relation of a thinker to his progressive system of 
thought seems most nearly to approximate the nearness 
which human speech can barely suggest.’ ‘ Man may be 
called a point of energy, a centre of application of divine 
Power.’

Here we are led on to the ‘ interpretation of Life in its 
relation to health and happiness.’ Our salvation is con­
stantly to be found in falling back, as it were, upon that 
of which we are but the expressions. ‘ I am from God ’ 
and * I belong to God ’ are the saving thoughts. Our 
first business is to escape from the wretched weakness and 
foolishness of the sense of isolation : and we can do that 
only by feeling that we are expressions of God, and that 
our life, whatever it may be, is rooted in Him. This was 
the secret of Jesus Christ, whose utter abnegation of 
self, and whose perfect consciousness of being one of the 
Father’s expressions, made him what he was —an emanci­
pated, devoted, all-surrendering and unconquerable son 
of God.

Books like this are greatly needed, and it is worth 
noting that they are almost entirely produced in America. 
It was America that gave us Emerson and the Transcen- 
dentalists: it is America which, through the Shakers and 
kindred communities, shows us the way to a spiritual 
treatment of work : and it is America which bids fair to 
give to this century, before it ends, the most refined and 
the profoundest science of the soul, on the basis of its 
‘ tieredity from God,’

Dr. J. R. Buchanan, of San José, California, whose 
‘ Arena ’ Article on ‘ Jesus and the Apostles’we noticed 
some weeks ago, has written us a long letter of some public 
interest. We thought we were at least partially compli­
mentary to Dr. Buchanan, but he writes to us as though 
we had been unkind. Perhaps he is biased, for he tells us 
that he has never thought it ‘ worth while to hold up (his) 
candle in front of the British Fogbank,’ and that ‘John 
Bull takes no interest in our progress here? and therefore 
he has ‘ no reason to seek his acquaintance.’ That is a 
revelation of American feeling worth noting. Dr.Buchanan 
has probably reason to be dissatisfied with his reception by 
the world, but if this is his usual style of statement, the 
world may not be altogether to blame. We are very sorry 
to hear any American say that England does not care for 
the people of America or their progress. There is not the 
least bit of truth in that, though Dr. Buchanan, of course, 
thinks there is. It is a cruel pity that so many Americans 
seem to judge us by the pictures in their comic papers.

Mr. Moody, the revivalist, says, ‘ I would not touch a 
Sunday paper any more than I would touch tar.’ Mr. 
Moody is always extreme, but we confess to some sympathy 
with him here. It is one thing to be a crude ‘ Sabbatarian’ 
and another thing to long for a Sunday as different as 
possible from every other day : and every other day we are 
papered and bawled to death. We are persuaded that our 
best interests lie in the direction of a perfectly quiet and 
rather puritanical Sunday. The world never so much 
wanted meditation and repose.

The following story is being told by one journal after 
another: —

One day a wonderful bird tapped at the window of Mrs. 
Nansen’s home at Christiania. Instantly the window was 
opened, and the wife of the famous Arctic explorer in another 
moment covered the little messenger with kisses and caresses.

The carrier-pigeon had been away from the cottage thirty 
long months, but it had not forgotten the way home. It 
brought a note from Nansen, stating that all was going well 
with him and his expedition in the polar regions.

Nansen had fastened a message to a carrier-pigeon and 
turned the bird loose.

The frail courier darted out into the blizzardy air. It flew 
like an arrow over a thousand miles of frozen waste, and then 
sped forward over another thousand miles of ocean, and plains, 
and forests, and one morning entered the window of the wait­
ing mistress, and delivered the message which she had been 
awaiting so anxiously.

We boast of human pluck, sagacity, and endurance ; but 
this loving little carrier-pigeon, in its homeward flight, after an 
absence of thirty months, accom plished a feat so wonderful that 
we can only give ourselves up to the amazement and admiration 
which must overwhelm everyone when the marvellous story is 
told. Mrs. Nansen’s pigeon is one of the wonders of the 
world.

We suppose we have got to believe it. But, if true, 
what is the use quoting, ‘ Wise as serpents, harmless as 
doves’ ? The serpent is nowhere. But whose deep wisdom 
is this, behind the doves ?

A FORM OF BEQUEST.

I give and bequeath unto the London Spiritualist Alliance, 
Limited, the sum of £ , to be applied to the purposes of
that Society ; and I direct that the said sum shall be paid free 
from Legacy Duty, out of such part of my personal estate as 
may legally be devoted by will to charitable purposes, and in 
preference to other legacies and bequests thereout.

Fund for Mrs. Spring.—Received from R., 8s. 2d.
Miss MacCreadie. —We are requested to state that Miss 

MacCreadie will be away from town for a fortnight.
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It is curious to notice in this respect that Professor Flinders 
Petrie has discovered at Tel-el-Amarna sculptures exhibiting 
the worship of the solar rays by Amenoph IV., who changed 
his name to Akenhaten (XVIII. Dynasty) when he seceded from 
Amon (Amen) worship ; in which some of the rays of the Aten 
or Adon (ai) are exhibited as holding out the Ankh (symbol of 
dual life) and others as extending a hand or symbol of power, 
thus representing the universal life as dual and triune in 
process. Before each of his cartouches he adopted the title : 
Ankh em maat (Living in Truth). ‘It is clear,’ says Professor 
Petrie, ‘that this refers to the abstract quality, and not to a 
concrete Deity.’

(To be continued.)

CURIOUS DREAMS.
The following remarkable dream was told me by a near rela­

tive of mine, whom I will call * C.,’ for whose veracity, having 
known her during the whole of her life, I can personally vouch.

* Those of the readers of ‘ Light* who happen to have the number for 
June 2nd, 1894, will there find under the title of; An Apparition seen by an 
Infant,’ translated from ‘ Annales des Sciences Psychiques,’ another case 
of the partial recognition of the identity of an apparition by the sense of 
smell. Also in October 14tb, 1893. Other cases will possibly be re­
membered by students of psychology.—EL.B.

When very young she occasionally stayed with a school 
friend of hers, who had several brothers, one of whom, named 
T., and much older than herself, appeared to be particularly 
attracted by her. but the attachment did not seem at all of a 
permanent character, and never came to anything serious. 
The young man, from some unknown cause, suffered from that 
unfortunate affection, foetid breath ; and C. used to say that 
she could never, under any circumstances, marry him, 
owing to this peculiarity. Years passed on, my relative 
married another gentleman, and almost entirely lost sight 
of even the family of her old admirer, only hearing a 
vague rumour of his being in an asylum. But one night 
she had a very vivid dream of his presence. She could re­
member no details, only that the experience was quite 
pleasant, and that he said : ‘ Why, this is like old times,’ or 
something to that effect. The next day, on going to church, 
curiously enough she distinctly noticed the same peculiar odour 
which she had always associated with him, but as there was a 
new boy in the choir she naturally concluded that the emanation 
proceeded from him. On returning home, however, the same 
odour again assailed her in her own drawing-?oom, and on this 
second occasion she felt that the new choir boy could hardly be 
held responsible for it. It must be remembered that with the 
exception of the above-mentioned rumour, she knew nothing of 
the physical or mental condition of her old acquaintance ; but 
the very next news she received of him was the melancholy fact 
that he had died in a lunatic asylum about the time of her 
curious dream.*

What renders the narrative more remarkable is the fact that 
she never remembered dreaming of him before, and so little 
were her feelings affected in any sentimental way, that, being a 
very practical person, her only remark on the circumstance was 
that she supposed T.’s affection for her was deeper than she had 
ever imagined it to be.

On another occasion I had sent the same lady a number of 
the ‘ Animal World,’ containing a translation of my own on the 
great utility of the ‘ Hedgehog and Mole,’ a good part of the 
article being taken up with a description of the encounter of a 
hedgehog with a viper, which latter was overcome and eaten by 
the former, half of the viper being consumed at once and the 
remainder the next day. I was then staying with my daughter 
in the house of a friend who was very devoted to animals. I 
will quote from C.’s letter, which ran thus : ‘ I must now thank 
you for the paper with your interesting article. It was strange 
that I dreamt of you, L.’ (my daughter), ‘and your friend the 
night before I got the paper, and also about vipers ; saw some 
in a heap, cut or torn in pieces. I think it strange in this way : 
First, I thought it would be “ romance,” and when I opened it 
and found it the “ Animal World,” it reminded me of your 
friend’s fondness for animals; and second : It was strange my 
dreaming of vipers, and the article arriving which said hedge­
hogs ate them, a thing I did not know before.’

On this latter occasion the paper was on its road to her, and 
probably lying in the post-oflice at the time of her dream.

Eliza Lutley Boucher.

AN INTERESTING DISCOVERY THROUGH A MEDIUM.
I have pleasure in sending you as good an English 

translation as I can give of a communication addressed by 
a veteran among the German Spiritualists, Dr. G. von 
Langsdorff, who is now seventy-eight years old, to the 
‘Neue Spiritualistische Blatter,’ and which I am sure will 
be of interest also to the readers of ‘ Light/ especially as 
it regards also the memory of Justinus Kerner and the 
Seeress of Prevorst.

Mad. de C., 
Editress of ‘ Fra de to Verdener/ Denmark.

For eight years I have had in my possession a manuscript 
which I obtained through a writing medium. The title of the 
manuscript is : ‘ The Guardian Spirits and a Comparative View 
of the Manifestations of the Magnetism of Life.’

Besides the diction being extremely beautiful, it contains 
also a great number of citations from the Bible, and one 
hundred and nineteen citations from ‘ The Archives ’(or Records) 
-—I. to XII.—and many different pages are named. (The 
Seeress of Prevorst is said to have inspired the writing of it.)

The unfinished manuscript is divided into two parts: ‘Spirit 
and Soul and their mutual Rapports.’ A third part, relating to 
the body, was commenced, but never finished. Whenever I 
asked the medium to finish it, she answered : ‘ Without the 
help of the spirits I cannot do it.1 But as in these latter days 
the old and new Theosophists, Psychists, Spiritists and other 
sectarians have attempted to supersede the original Spiritual­
ism, I undertook to supply what was still wanting in these 
wonderful and beautiful revelations, which I myself had perused 
with the greatest interest. But before doing this I wished to 
ascertain whether the citations were right. As I had found 
that all the citations from the Bible were correct, I had cause 
to suppose that those which had regard to the so-called 
‘Archive ’ probably would be right, too ; but it was necessary to 
make sure of this, and believing that this ‘ Archive*  was to be 
found at the town of Stuttgart, and that it would consist 
of annotations from the hand of Justinus Kerner concerning 
the Seeress of Prevorst, I set out on a journey to that town.

But at Stuttgart, where the officials at the Royal Library 
treated me with the greatest civility, I only found some letters 
treating on the subject of the Seeress. At the same time they 
advised me to pay a visit to the son of Justinus Kerner, the 
‘ Hofrath ’ Dr. Theobald Kerner, at his villa near Weinsberg. 
I followed this advice, and the amiable Dr. Kerner, who is 
quite hearty and strong, though eighty-four years old, told me 
that the desired work could not be anything else than a certain 
‘ Archive of Animal Magnetism,’ which had been edited by three 
German professors.

I asked Mr. Kerner to look at my notes of one hundred and 
nineteen citations in my spirit manuscript, received medium- 
istically, as I did not at all know what to make out of such 
things, as, for instance, a Roman number VIII. with 2 (p. 128). 
What might this ‘ 2 ’ mean ?

The amiable ‘ Hofrath/after a long search in his library, 
brought forth some dusty old books, saying : ‘ These are the 
different volumes of the “ Archives” which I mentioned to you, 
and here is Volume VIIL ; “ 2 ” means the second part of the 
volume. What do you want to see in it? ’

I asked to be allowed to look at p. 128, supposed to contain 
some Italian verses, composed in the somnambulistic state. He 
opened the book at this page, and it was quite right; the 
desired poetry was there in its place ! My doubting soul vented 
itself in an expression of gratitude which I sent up to Heaven, 
and the astonished and delighted ‘Hofrath’ now produced all 
the other volumes except XL, which was wanting. With a 
happy heart I received the permission to take all the books to 
my hotel at Weinsberg. But the good old gentleman advised 
me to take things a little easy and to pay a visit to the old 
castle, ‘ Die Weibertreu,’ before returning.

I followed this advice, as it was a very short way from Dr. 
Kerner’s beautiful villa, which is surrounded by a picturesque 
park. The villa contains several fine portraits of the ‘ Seeress/ 
and many objects which have belonged to her.

While ascending to the historical old castle, whose walls are 
covered with inscriptions from royal and renowned visitors, I 
sent a heartfelt thanksgiving to Heaven for the successful results 
of my journey ; and I made haste also to descend, that I might 
soon begin my interesting work of comparing the citations.
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. SPIRITUALISM AND ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY.
Notwithstanding the severity of the weather, the 

gathering of members and friends of the London Spirit­
ualist Alliance at the social meeting in the French Drawing 
Room, St. James’s Hall, on Friday evening, 22nd inst., 
was larger than was generally expected. This was the 
more gratifying in view of the exceptional character of the 
musical programme, which included violin solos by Sig­
norina della Rocca, a young lady of attractive personality 
and distinguished musical skill. The selection given by 
this artiste included a Nocturne (Chopin), Gipsy Airs 
(Sarasate), Mazurka (Wieniawski), and Cavatina (Raff), 
the pianoforte accompaniment being supplied by Signora 
della Rocca. So meritorious was the performance that it 
is deserving of more than passing notice. As a violinist 
Signorina della Rocca elicits a full, sympathetic tone ;

At the Cavendish Rooms, the headquarters of the Mary- 
lebone Association of Spiritualists, on Sunday evening, the 
17th inst., Mr. G. H. Bibbings, whose name is becoming 
favourably known as a lecturer of considerable promise, 
delivered a discourse in which he dealt with Modern Spiritual­
ism in relation to Orthodox Christianity.

Mr. Thomas Everitt, the President of the Association, 
occupied the chair, and in the course of some preliminary 
remarks said : Mr. Bibbings is one of those mediums who have 
been so powerfully influenced by the unseen world that they 
have been compelled to come out and devote their lives to the 
cause. He is a man highly qualified for the task he has been 
called upon to fulfil, namely, to proclaim to his fellow-men the 
grand truths which he has learned.

Miss Florence Morse having given an accomplished render­
ing of 4 The Lighthouse Pier ’ (Roeckel),

her bowing combines 
breadth, clarity, and 
delicacy; while intona­
tion to the highest tone 
is true. Her execution 
of passages in chords 
is singularly firm and 
pure, and all the other 
elements of fine ex­
pression are fully de­
veloped. Though still in 
her teens, the artiste is 
evidently a young lady 
of considerable individ­
uality of character. Her 
musical training was 
conducted, in part, at 
the Conservatoire of 
Paris, but her remark­
able technique is as 
much an outcome of 
personality as of Con­
servatoire training — 
possibly even more so. 
In these days, when the 
cult of the mechanical 
in music has attained 
such power, any ex­
ample of a return from 
the dull level of in­
tellectual artifice to­
wards the heights of
spiritual and intuitional art deserves the warmest recogni­
tion from all of us. Perhaps not a small part of the secret 
of the exquisite skill displayed by the Signorina lies in the 
fact that the consciousness of her accomplishment was 
obviously lost in the true artist’s devotion to the expression 
of the composer’s ideas.

The vocal portion of the programme was contributed by 
Miss Plummer, to whom thanks are due for two songs, 
* My Dearest Heart’ and 4The Land of Yesterday.’

Signor della Rocca, his wife, and daughter are all good 
Spiritualists.

NOTICE.

-■Al,

SIGNORINA DELLA ROCCA.

Mr. G. H. Bibbings 
took up the subject of the 
evening. It had been said, 
he remarked, that com­
parisons were odious, but 
to him it seemed that this 
depended very much upon 
thequestion, by which side 
of the comparison a person 
was affected. The com­
parison between orthodox 
Christianity and hetero­
dox Spiritualism had so 
far been, in popular esti­
mation at least, to the 
disadvantage of the latter. 
It was his intention that 
evening to try as far as 
possible to put the two 
side by side, without over­
stating a single point, 
without discriminating in 
favour of Spiritualism and 
without under-estimating 
the merits of the conven­
tional faith. Let them 
bring reason to bear, and 
put the two fairly and 
squarely side by side; 
then, if it were possible, 
they might see what were 
the real claims of each ; 
and if there were anything 
in either of them which 
called for theiradmiration 
or evoked their sympathy,

let it be ungrudgingly admitted. Many people thought 
that ecclesiastical Christianity should be tenderly dealt with, 
mainly on the ground that it had been the religion of 
their parents. Adherents of the orthodox faith might be, 
in the main, excused for saying hard things of Spiritualism, as 
any man might be excused, in a sense, for speaking dogmatic­
ally concerning matters of which he knew nothing. Those 
who were the sharpest critics of Spiritualism—its most violent 
opponents—were frequently people who actually prided them­
selves on their ignorance of the subject. Ask a man what he 
knew about Spiritualism when he started a loud-mouthed 
denunciation of the subject, and he would admit freely and 
frankly that he knew nothing of it. Truly one might say with 
Shakespeare, 4 A Daniel come to judgment . . . oh, reason, 
thou art fled to brutish beasts ! ’ And so when reformers are 

A meeting of Members, Associates, and friends of the 
London Spiritualist Alliance, Limited, will be held in the 
French Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall (entrance from 
Piccadilly), on Friday next, February 5th, at 7 p.m. for 7.30 
p.m., when an address will be given by Mr. J. J. Morse, 
entitled 4 Before Life and After Death.’ Mr. Morse has 
chosen an interesting subject for his discourse, and we are 
sure that his many friends will be pleased with the oppor­
tunity of hearing him again after his long absence.

met with the appeal, 4 Speak lightly ; deal gently with the old 
ideas,’ let them remember how little these old ideas had done 
to give the world greater liberty and promote its progress­
how little they had accomplished in the way of knitting the 
souls of men in fraternal unity. The religious ideas of our 
forefathers may have been the best they could attain to, and if 
they were sincere in their belief, then their descendants had 
nothing to quarrel with them about. Whether their ideas were 
the best that the present generation could entertain was another 
question. God came to every race of men 4 with revelations 
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