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REMARKABLE SEANCE WITH MR. CRADDOCK.

MATERIALISATIONS, LEVITATION, AND FLIGHT OF 
MEDIUM.

On Sunday, the 3rd inst., a séance was held at the house of 
our medium, Mr. F. Craddock, which calls for a special report. 
We commenced with a hymn and a fine invocation from a control 
who has but recently come amongst us.

4 Z.,*  the London psychic photographer, being on a visit here, 
was favoured with a materialisation, which he recognised 
as his daughter. The materialisation was clear and substantial 
enough to walk up to the gas in the centre of the seance 
room (which was lighted low), and attempt to turn it at the 
tap near the light, showing even more distinctly than before 
her perfect form and features by a momentary glare. She 
afterwards walked up to 4 Z.’ and other sitters.

A Hindoo materialised for the first time, and showed him­
self to another sitter, who saw distinctly the features peculiar 
to the Asiatic type. He kissed the same gentleman on the 
forehead, and afterwards stood in the centre of the room with 
outstretched arms, the beautiful drapery hanging down from 
them to the feet.

4 Rosetta ’ came out as distinct as ever, her eyes clear, and 
her fine features distinct. Her eyes mot mine within a few 
inches in a steady gaze, revealing the face clearly from the fore­
head to the chin, and showing not the slightest trace of the 
medium*s  moustache. She repeated this experiment to the other 
sitters. She then knelt down, placed the slate on the floor with 
the luminous part upward, and formed a monogram of the letters 
R. F. with flowers she placed upon the slate ; and afterwards 
rising to her feet, took it round to all the sitters and showed 
it by the aid of another luminous slate, conversing about it as 
her monogram.

The forms were out two visible at once, whilst the musical 
box was carried about the room by some unseen power, the 
medium’s chair in the cabinet knocking on the floor, and an 
occasional moan issuing from him at the same time.

‘Dr. Graham,’ the chief control, then told us that he would 
try to bring out a form, drawing the medium into the circle 
after it. But an unexpected event arose to prevent it. The wife 
of a sitter commenced knocking violently at the front door, and 
on being allowed to enter the front room, partly succeeded in 
pushing her way into the séance room, compelling a gentleman 
to retire abruptly with her, thereby causing some consternation 
and a complete break up of conditions.

The doors of both the front room and the séance room 
having been securely fastened, the latter blocked up with the 
sitters, and quietness being restored, ‘ Dr. Graham’ called for 
singing. We complied for some time, and, some anxiety being 
felt for the condition of the medium, inquiries were made with­
out breaking the circle as to the effect of the disturbance, but no 
reply being given, a sitter nearest the cabinet struck a low light, 
and with ‘Z? went into the cabinet in search of the medium, 
and found him gone ’ Perceiving the stair door open 
which led out of the cabinet into the bedrooms above, 
they went up, but could not find him there. Just at 
this time a violent knocking was heard by all at the front 
door, and I went to it and found my wife there, who told 
me that the medium was in my house, about a hundred yards 
down the opposite side of the street. I followed at once, and 
found that the medium had come into my back kitchen, knocking 
down from a shelf near the roof some boxes and shells which lay 
scattered about, whilst the occupants of the house declared that 
from the middle room in which they were seated, and into 
which the medium was led in a dazed condition, they had heard 
a double fall, and a groan, apparently in the kitchen. ‘Dr. 
Graham ’ wrote through the medium on a piece of paper : ‘I 
have saved the medium six hours’ catalepsy.’ So ended a most 
remarkable séance.

The medium had been in my house fifteen or twenty minutes 
when I arrived there. Henry Llewellyn.

The London Spiritualist Alliance, Limited.—Copies of 
the Memorandum and Articles of Association may be obtained 
from the office of the Alliance, 2, Duke-street, Adelphi, London, 
W.C., price Is. The Memorandum sets forth in detail the 
purposes and objects of the society, with the names of the 
signatories ; and the Articles prescribe the necessary rules and 
regulations for its conduct, including the election of members 
and associates, council, and officers.

TALKS WITH ‘TIEN?

Through the Mediumship of Mr. J. J. Morse.

Question : How are physical sensations translated into 
mental and moral states of consciousness ?—‘ Panda va,’ Shields.

Answer : For the sake of simplicity, let us accept the sug­
gestion that man is divisible into two departments—the material 
and spiritual. Let it be understood that there is a conscious­
ness pertaining to each department, and that each department 
contains several important sub-divisions. On the above sup­
position the question submitted may be said to rest. The pro­
cess of translation on the material side is assumed to be a form 
of transformation of nerve irritability into molecular disturb­
ance in a certain portion of the brain. The results may be, it is 
alleged, either automatic or intelligent, but, in either case, they 
are simply due to the excitation of the brain, and also, in some 
not quite clearly explained manner, of what is somewhat 
vaguely defined as the ‘consciousness.’ Assuming that there 
are sensations which result in simply producing automatic 
operations in return, such do not explain how, or why, 
other sensations call for volitional responses. Further, 
admitting the two divisions in man’s nature, there must be a 
nexus between the two divisions. If the law of vibration 
assists you to comprehend the experiences of the outer life, may 
it not equally apply to the question submitted? And may it 
not be that as the nervous force is the means of relating the 
body and the something called 4 consciousness ’ to the pheno­
mena of the physical universe, there must be a still more subtle 
force uniting the spiritual to the material part of the man ? 
Sensation becomes instinct in the ascending series of organic 
development ; instinct renders possible intellect ; and each of 
the three are expansions of modes of consciousness rendered 
possible by improved environment. Properly speaking, con­
sciousness is neither instinctive, sensitive, intelligent, nor 
moral ; it is many-sided, related by its environment to 
the mode of being surrounding it—is, in fact, the Ego; 
and as the vibrations of nerve force make the connection out­
wardly, the previously suggested finer, or psychical, force must 
make the connection interiorly. Heredity, methods of 
training, habits, all help to make modes of expression for the 
consciousness ; but how the consciousness deals in itself there­
with cannot be definitely stated, since results, rather than 
methods, represent our knowledge on the point.

Question : In a recent number of 4 Borderland ’ (April, 
1896), a case was cited where two men are said to have exchanged 
bodies for some hours ; will you please give your opinion as to 
the possibility of such a phenomenon ?— ‘Pandava,’ Shields.

Answer : It is possible for two persons to so completely 
assimilate the personal magnetism of each other as to induce an 
hypnotic condition in themselves, and so, by suggestion, 
apparently produce the phenomenon stated to have occurred. 
As to two Egos actually exchanging bodies and living in such 
bodies at the same time, we have no evidence of such a thing 
before us.

Question : If progress be a law of Nature operating in every 
department of life—physically, mentally, and morally—how do 
you account for the overthrow of the classic nations of Greece 
and Rome, after they had reached such a relatively high state 
of development ?—‘ Pandava,’ Shields.

Answer : The nations referred to in the question died as the 
natural consequence of their 4 classic development,’ lack of the 
elements of moral worth and social justice, and the final subordina­
tion of their art and literature to sensualism and its resultant 
effeminacy. Compared with the wider and truer civilisation of 
to-day, Greece and Rome were not the equals of the nations of 
the present time.

Question : Modern Spiritualism affirms that the spirits who 
return to earth in order to communicate, assert for the most 
part that they are the relatives and friends of those with whom 
they converse ; and that such spirits endeavour to prove their 
identity when practicable. Now, assuming that we of the 
nineteenth century are not specially favoured in this matter of 
spirit intercourse, but that spirits in ancient times appeared 
and communicated as they do now—the ties of affection and 
friendship having been no less strong of old—can ‘Tien Sien 
Tie ’ say whether such spirits ever announced themselves as 
father, brother, husband, wife, &c., of those with whom they 
spoke? or, did they merely pose as ‘angels,’ or beings from 
another state of existence ? If 4 Tien ’ cannot answer for the
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MR. HAWEIS ON ‘THE DEAD PULPIT.’*

One is always puzzled to know where to begin and 
where to end, in reviewing one of Mr. Haweis’ books. It 
would be almost as easy to review Whiteley’s and the 
Clubs, and 4 preserve the unities? This book, for instance, 
on 4 The dead pulpit/ has in it almost everything that could 
be got into such a book—anecdote, sketches of character, 
sharp criticism, playful chaff, lightning scorn, splendid 
declamation, incisive analysis, daring statement, brilliant 
flashes of subtile notions. Above all things, it is a book 
to read and enjoy; and blessed is he who is not offended !

One may judge of the crispness and variety of the book 
from the fact that it contains 13 Chapters, broken up into 
286 named sections, with a Prologue and an Epilogue 
thrown in. The ten pages occupied with the titles of these 
sections are all alive with quicksilver—a first-rate advertise­
ment of the book if printed separately. Here, however, 
are the subjects of the Chapters: 4 Prophets of the 
transition7: ‘Frederick Denison Maurice ’: 4 Dean Stanley’: 
1 The new pulpit 1 The new clergy ‘ Wit and humour in 
the pulpit * The Church and the Stage ’: 4 Ghosts 4 On 
the universal Church 4 On the Bible ( On the immaculate 
conception’: ‘On the last judgment’: 4 Life beyond the 
grave.’

We cannot profess to understand Mr. Haweis, either 
as an explainer of his covenant with the Established Church 
or as an expounder of some crucial difficulties, such as 
4 The immaculate conception.’ It seems to us that he 
would neither explain nor expound these as he does if he 
had to do his fighting in the open. He often looks to us 
like a comrade who peers over the battlements of the 
fortress of the enemy, and declares that it is anybody’s 
arsenal or playground, and that, while he has promised to 
defend the tenants of it, there is nothing he would so much 
enjoy as to pitch them over. But that is no business of 
ours in this particular column.

On the clerical and theological part of the matter we, 
for the most part, thoroughly agree, and where we do not 
agree we are delighted to watch the beautiful sword play, 
and the adroit conjuring and athletics of this past master 
in all the arts of attack and defence, calisthenics, and 
legerdemain; and yet the man’s superb love of truth and 
fine outspokenness make everything pure as a sea wave 
and honest as the day. No one can accuse Mr. Haweis of 
reticence or saying one thing and meaning another.

What mainly concerns us, however, is the rich vein of 
Spiritualism which runs all through this awakening book. 
Not only in the chapters on 4 Ghosts/ and 4 Life beyond the 
grave/ but here and there throughout, the subject turns 
up, and everywhere the sharp strong trumpet-blast is 
sounded :4 O ye teachers of religion, come and see, come and 
comprehend, come and believe this wonder of spirit­
communion. At all events, come and be serious about it. 
Is it not a matter of supreme interest to you whether or 
not, in these days, a possibility, a hope, or even a faith in 
a life after death is ever to be converted into a scientific 
certainty ? ’

But, of course, it is in the chapters on 4 Ghosts ’ and 
Life beyond the grave ’ that we must look for a full state­

ment of Mr. Haweis’ opinions. Deeply in earnest, well- 
informed, and vivacious here as elsewhere, every line of 
these two chapters is worth reading : in fact, every line 
would infallibly get itself read if anyone got the book into 
his hands. We long to quote, but where should we stop ? 
It is all eminently quotable. We commend to the Positi­
vists the following: ‘Some people talk of the immortality 
of the race. But I know that this planet will freeze into 
an icicle or be shattered by some mighty cataclysm, and all

•‘The Dead Pulpit.’ By Rev. H. R. Haweis, M.A.. London: 
Bliss, Sands & Co.) Price 7fl. 6d.

things will then perish upon it. Even if I believed in the 
immortality of the race, which I do not, that is not my 
immortality. I mean, by the hope of immortality, the 
continued existence of a man’s personal self, the persistence 
of his identity, the continuance of his individual conscious­
ness in a way that would make the punishments and 
rewards of the next life rational, because, if there is no 
such continued identity, there will be no sense in future 
punishments and rewards.’ But it is really useless to quote. 
Much depends upon the general swing and abandon of the 
book, and the mental atmosphere pervading it.

WHAT IS MATTER?
Amongst the phenomena of which many Spiritualists 

have had certain evidence are those which are popularly 
spoken of as 4 spirit materialisations ’ and 4 the passage of 
matter through matter.’ In the one case, a visible, tangible, 
breathing, living human form appears, more or less suddenly, 
where just before no such form was cognisable by the 
ordinary senses of the observer. And it vanishes as 
suddenly as it came; but, so long as it remains palpably 
present, the form to every appearance is as undoubtedly 
built up of what we call 4 matter ’ as are the forms of the 
men and women with whom we are in daily intercourse in 
the home or in the street. In the other case, we have an 
experience which is altogether at variance with our 
ordinary notions of the physically possible. A material 
object—it may be, for instance, a box or a book, a bird or 
a plant—left in a room to which every access has been 
barred, suddenly appears in another room, brought, it is 
alleged, by spiritual beings who find no hindrance in solid 
walls or locked doors. Both these phenomena have natur­
ally been the occasions for a good deal of discussion 
amongst Spiritualists, and various theories have been put 
forth in endeavours to explain or account for them, but it 
can scarcely be held that any of the suggested theories are 
altogether satisfactory. Perchance the failure has been due 
to the fact that the attempt has proceeded on an erroneous 
assumption as to the nature of matter itself, and that if we 
could reach a clear conception of what matter really is, 
much of the difficulty would disappear. With this end in 
view we have asked three competent authorities to oblige 
us with a concise definition of matter, and they have very 
courteously complied with our request. These definitions 
we have now pleasure in presenting to our readers : —
From Professor W. F. Barrett, F.R.S.E., Royal College 

of Science, Dublin.
Matter is that which occupies space, is the vehicle of energy, 

and possesses the common attribute of inertia. Matter and 
energy are invariably associated ; neither is known to us, nor 
perceived by us, apart from the other. The ultimate nature of 
matter is unknown, but it may be divided into (a) ordinary or 
gross matter, which can be broken up into some seventy different 
kinds of substances, called elements, and (6) the extraordinary 
or finer matter of the luminiferous ether, of the constitution of 
which we are at present entirely ignorant.

Ordinary matter is made up of molecules, and molecules of 
atoms. A molecule is the smallest portion of a substance— the 
smallest cluster of atoms—which has all the chemical properties 
of the entire body ; atoms are the indivisible constituents of a 
molecule, and are indestructible and immutable by any human 
agency ; an atom of hydrogen, for example, retains for ever all 
its distinctive properties, qualitative and quantitative, when­
ever and wherever found.
From Professor Oliver J. Lodge, F.R.S., University 

College, Liverpool.
The most fundamental property of matter is its resistance to 

force.
I should define matter as that which resists force (or, what is 

the same thing, on which force can be exerted).
We have a primary sense of force, the sense organ being our 

muscles, or in some cases our skin.
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Force can only be exerted upon and by matter.
Force is possibly transmitted by other media, but it always 

terminates upon matter. Force is one component of a stress, 
and the two ends of a stress must be on material bodies—so far 
as is known.

From William Crookes, Esq., F.R.S.
I don’t think you will be able to get a definition of ‘ matter 

which will be satisfactory all round. For myself, I do not at 
all see my way to defining matter. I am not quite certain that 
there is such a thing ! When we come to hunt it down to its 
ultimate atoms it eludes our grasp and floats away in a 
stream of ether vortices. All we really know is a collection of 
properties which in the aggregate make up what we call matter.

I might say, * Matter is that which possesses inertia ’ ; or, 
‘ that which gravitates ’ ; it is difficult to conceive matter which 
has not these properties. But these are only limited definitions, 
and to carry them out to their logical ending they would have 
to be enlarged into ‘ Matter is that which possesses the pro­
perties of matter.’ Many definitions of matter met with in 
books really amount to no more than this.
J §^These ‘definitions/ it will be observed, are clearly 
characterised by modesty and caution—as was to be ex­
pected j for none know better than truly scientific men 
how little the wisest amongst us know for certain, after 
all. But what shall we say of Mr. Crookes ? He is 
amongst the ablest of all our chemists, a gentleman who 
devotes his life, his energies, and his great abilities in the 
endeavour to solve some of the subtlest problems of 
physics. One would naturally suppose that if there is any 
man in the world who could tell us what matter is it would 
be Mr. Crookes. And yet he candidly tells us that he is 
‘not quite certain there is such a thing’! We are not 
surprised ; we almost suspected as much. But we should 
like to have the opinions of some of the deepest thinkers 
amongst our readers on this interesting question. If Mr. 
Crookes is not certain there is such a thing as matter, may 
not that fact warrant the inference that there really is no 
such thing, i.e., no such thing as matter as popularly under­
stood ? And if so, how does that conclusion assist in 
explaining the phenomena known amongst us as ‘ spirit 
materialisations ’ and the passage of ‘ matter through 
matter ’ 1

A USEFUL DREAM.

The following incident is worth noting from the fact 
that it is given by the ‘ Bolton Chronicle/ a highly respect­
able journal, the Editor of which would require adequate 
confirmation of the story before he published it:—

In fiction we often read of strange discoveries as a result of 
dreams. In the everyday world we do not often come across 
them. Still, though rare in real life, they do occur, and a 
Bolton tradesman has just had an experience which may well 
set people pondering as to the relation between cause and 
effect. The great need of the business establishment with 
which the gentleman referred to is associated was additional 
room, and he, along with the other heads of the firm, had been 
seriously considering what could be done in the way of ex­
tension. Whilst this was on his mind he dreamt that there was 
really another storey to the building in which they carried on 
business beyond those of which they knew.

So vivid was the dream and so clearly did he remember the 
size and shape of the supposed additional storey, that the trades­
man, after calculating the space between the known top storey 
and the roof, had a hole knocked through the ceiling when, lo 
and behold, there was a commodious attic, extending over the 
whole building, and so large as to give the accommodation re­
quired with something to spare. The curious feature of the 
business is that previously nobody suspected the existence of 
the storey, which must have been closed for many years, and 
which, probably, had originally been provided in case extensions 
should be needed, and then had been entirely forgotten. To what 
occult power are we to attribute the suggestion thus acted on ?

New York, U.S.A.—‘Light ’ may be obtained from Messrs. 
Berntano, 31, Union-square.

SPIRITUAL ALCHEMY.

A REPLY TO ‘AN OLD INQUIRER.’

By Quæstor Vitæ.

(Continued from p. 23.)

Crookes, Tessla, Rontgen, and Keeley have shown that 
there are vibrations beyond those of colour, which interpene­
trate those of astral and physical substance and sense percep­
tion. This fact, associated with the previous argument, shows 
that such rays must pertain to higher states, or octaves, of being, 
which must respond to them, as our astral-self responds to the 
colour spectrum. There must, in fact, be three octaves, invis­
ible to us, in the solar influx, but pertaining to states mi, fa, and 
sol, or Yetzirah, Briah, and Atziluth, and, as man is an epitome 
of the universe, these must have their correlate, but involved, 
undeveloped, germic, nuclear representations within the astral, 
or etherial, or vital, of our forms.

The same law is necessarily present in every atom of the 
spiritual not-self, or etherial thought-sphere, the astral light, 
or ether, within our atmosphere (as also in the transubstantial 
not-self). This negative vitality has been projected into our 
external atmosphere by passing through and being reflected 
from selves in higher intermediary states by a process of which 
generation is a subordinated correspondential representation in 
man. Selves constitute the living relays in each plane, through 
whom not only germic selves but also spirit and soul, or thought 
and substance, are externalised into subordinated states (as 
illustrated in man).

The Universal Dual-Self constitutes the spiritual and the 
substantial not-self or the material Universe, and its astral 
thought sphere, by flowing through, and giving itself away, 
trhough the separated poles of its separated selves. The positive 
and negative vitality pertaining to central transcendent states 
becomes imprisoned within external envelopes by this genera­
tive process of differentiation and transference into subordinated 
states. An alchemical writer has referred to this as follows : 
‘ The fountain of universal nature is separated off and falls 
away from consciousness of its primal source . . . defile­
ments are implanted into spirit by its birth into sense . . . 
that which generation binds, dissolution only can unloose.’

Keeley has discovered the fact that higher modes of energy 
are imprisoned within the etherial atoms of the not-self, and 
that by setting up a high rate of vibration he can appeal to the 
higher energy enclosed within the etheric atoms, thereby causing 
it to radiate through its astral envelope. Every molecule, he 
says, * carries latent potential, which becomes energy by sym­
pathetic vibration.’ ‘This energy may be aroused by striking 
the key-note of its vibratory note of attunement.’ All vitality 
carries vibrations, as previously indicated, i.e., positive and 
negative, entailing attraction and repulsion, and consequently 
circulation. The successive vital envelopes concentrically 
super-imposed on each atom in its descent through the vital 
relay-selves, in successive intermediary planes, carry lower 
modes of vibration, thus entailing densification, or coagulation. 
It is because of this fact that matter, or vitality, in its densest 
form is permeable to spirit energy ; to clairvoyant vision ; to 
X rays; to ‘exteriorised sensibility/ or vitality, in higher 
modes of vibration.

Keeley shows that by setting up vibrations which harmonise 
with those of the inner modes implicit in the (nucleus 
nucleolus ?) etheric atoms of the vital not-self, the energy per­
taining thereto may be stimulated into activity. The inner 
energy then permeates its outer (lower, slower) envelope, and 
manifests its transcendent power. This is exactly what occurs 
in selves when a concordant vibratory stimulus, or inducing 
circuit, is brought to b?ar upon man’s inner vital degrees, as 
previously described, with this difference : that in selves, the 
stimulus referred to is presented from within, while in the 
atoms of the etherial not-self, the Keeley stimulus is presented 
from without.

This identity of process demonstrates the presence of the 
same law acting in the small as in the great, and comes in con­
firmatory evidence in support of this exposition. Unknowingly 
to himself, Keeley’s experiments have evidently been led along 
a line which is in accord with a fundamental ontological law, 
and should consequently open up a new and intensely interest*  
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