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Spiritualism. Why ¢‘courage’? Why praise? Here is
what ¢ The Progressive Thinker’ thinks of that :—

Now and then it is said of a clergyman who sincerely
attempts to investigate this subject that he is very ‘brave,” an
expression not infrequently made regarding Rev. Minot J.
Savage in his well-known efforts to gain light on this problem,
and to demonstrate, if possible, its truth or its untruth. But a
dispassionate observer might well ask why, in the name of all
that isimportant, should not Mr. Savage—a professed minister
of Christ, a teacher of divine truth, a leader in all that pertains
to the higher life of man—why should not he, of all persons,
why should not all the clergy, of all persons in the world, make
earnest and intelligent and reverent efforts to learn whether the
potent truth of the immortality of the soul cannot relate itself
to the present life as a fact of infinite value ?

We agree. Indeed, so far are we from praising religious
teachers who have the courage’ to look into Spiritualism
and to well test it, that we are inclined to say of those who
neglect it, that they are unfaithful to one of their
elementary and most urgent duties. A religious teacher
who goes thoroughly into the subject only does h's duty :
not a hair’s-breadth more.

¢ A tour through the land of the West’: by a Birming-
ham working man (London: Simpkin, Marshall & Co.
Price 6d.), is a model of its kind. The ¢ Birmingham work-
ing man’ is Mr. N. Smith, a good Spiritualist, who duly
paid his respects to Rochester, and to Andrew Jackson
Davis, at Boston, Mr. Smith, with his quaint, child-like
wonder, his eager interest, his shrewdness, his perpetual
alertness, his intense speed and range, and his interest in
and sympathies for the people, has produced a book which,
in some ways, is much more informing than many books
with fifty times its pretensions and a dozen times its price.
It is true he makes one smile occasionally, when he is a
little more garrulous or discursive or credulous than usual:
but that is really a part of the show.

On the subject of Free Trade, we fancy he got a twist
while in ‘the land of the West.” Any way, he writes
about it with all the emotional zeal of a convert : and, we
are sorry to say, with all the limitations of a convert. He
bitterly complains of our allowing the world to bring cheap
things cheaply here. Does he want, then, to have dear
things? It is not our subject, but we commend to Mr.
Smith two facts :—

1. Everything that is brought here from anywhere
is brought here because it is wanted by us: and
it is to our advantage to have everything at the
least cost.

2. Not a thing is brought here that does not mean a
thing taken away. We do not pay in money for
things brought here : we pay in goods or service.

These two very elementary truths, if thoroughly
learnt and understood, would show anyone the enor-
mous advantage of Free Trade for ws. It does not
stop work here. It keeps us busy. People send
goods here because we want them and can pay for
them : that shows we are doing well : and the more they
send the more prosperous we are thereby proved to be.
We do not presume to judge for America : but Pro‘zction
does not seem to have done it any good. The commercial
position of England, with its Free-traders who are ¢fools’
(according to Mr. Smith), is several hundred times higher
and safer (on Mr. Smith’s own showing) than that of
America.

The reporter of ‘ The Freeman’s Journal,” writing upon
the fatal bog-slide in Kerry, says :—
An extraordinary circumstance which some now call to mind

in connection with the deplorable calamity came to my know-
ledge. About a week before Christmas extraordinary noises
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were heard in the valley at night, which the people then described
as resembling what is traditionally supposed to be the wailings
of the banshee. These noises—a long-drawn, uncanny sound
with cries resembling the Irish keen—were heard by several
persons residing within the valley. Large numbers of the people
came to confession, and received the Blessed Sacrament, and
explained the nature of the cries to the priests, who succeeded
in calming their fears. So widespread were the feelings which
these sounds occasioned that numbers of old people who were
unable to come in to receive the Sacraments sent for the clergy
to visit them in their houses. The priests were busy for some
weeks ministering religious consolation to the people, and
reassuring them. The noises undoubtedly were there, for num-
bers of the people heard the cries during the night, and in one
instance they reached official ears also. The fact that these
banshee-like cries, causing apprehension of some disaster
amongst the people, should be so quickly followed by the great
calamity that has befallen the district is very singular.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LIMITED.

A Social Meeting of Members and Associates will be
held in the French Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall
(entrance from Piccadilly), at 7 p.m. for 7.30 p.m., on
Friday, January 22nd. The special object of the meet-
ing will be to afford to the Members and Associates
residing in London and the neighbourhood an oppor-
tunity for friendly intercourse and the interchange of
thoughts on topics of mutual interest. Admission will be
by ticket, and each ticket will entitle the holder to bring
one friend with him.

On thas occasion Signor della Rocca has kindly offered
the services of his daughter, the distinguished artiste,
Signorina della Rocca, who wnrll give violin solos, accom-
panted by Signora della Rocca.

MR. J. J. MORSE’S RETURN.

In connection with the return of Mr. J. J. Morse to London,
after his year's absence in Calfornia, Mrs. Morse issued cards for
an ‘At Home,’ so that his numerous friends in the Metropolis
might have an early opportunity to meet him after his arrival
home.

In response to the invitations a large company, numbering
upwards of fifty personal friends of the family, assembled at
Florence House on the evening of Wednesday, 30th ult. After
being the recipient of numerous cordial personal greetings, and
the indulgence of much animated conversition by the company,
a few informal speeches were then introduced, the first coming
from Mr. Thomas Everitt, President of the Marylebone Asso-
ciation of Spirititualists, who very cordially expressed his
personal pleasure at Mr. Morse’s return, and the delight with
which they were all looking forward to the renewal of * Tien’s’
valuable utterances through the lips of our friend. Felicitous
observations were also made by Miss A. Rowan Vincent, Mr.
Thomas Shorter, Mr. W. T. Cooper, and Mr. C. H. Willsher,
who spoke on behalf of the newly-formed Kenotes Club.

In reference to the remarks referred to above, Mr. Morse
made a genial and feeling response, and presented a rapid
summary of his work in San Francisco, his journey home, and
various incidents pertaining thereto.

The instrumental and vocal portions of the evening were
sustained by Miss Alice Hunt, L.A.M., Miss Samuel, Miss
Florence Morse, and Mr. T. Dickie. During the evening
refreshments were served to the guests, in the hostess’s usual
hospitable and enjoyable fashion.

The company were greatly interested in inspecting an illu-
minated address of welcome from the Liverpool Society of
Spiritualists, presented to Mr. Morse in Liverpool on December
22nd ; a certificate of ordination from the Society of Progressive
Spiritualists of the City of San Francisco, California, ordaining
him a ‘minister of the Gospel of Spiritualism,” and also a
diploma of honorary membership in the Revista de ¢ Estudios
Psicologicos,” Barcelona. It is very pleasing to see these marks
of esteem from various places, for 1t is almost impossible to
measure the influence of this tireless worker, whose great ser-
vices to English and Awmerican Spiritualism have never fully
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received the appreciation they merit, for few of us can suffi-
ciently realise the magnitude of the difficulties under which this
spirit-lecturer has laboured.

Among those present were the following :—Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Everitt, Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Sutton, Mr. and Mrs. W.
T. Cooper, Miss Florence Cooper, Mr. T. Shorter, Miss
Shorter, Mrs. and Miss Brinkley, Mr. Lucking, Mr. and Mrs.
Ray, Mr, and Mrs. J. F. Wynne, Mr. and Miss Corp, Miss A.
Rowan YVincent, Dr. Jagelski, Mrs. Fell, Mr. and Miss
Dickie, Mr. Buist Picken, Mr. and Mrs. Willsher,
Miss MacCreadie, Mrs. Bell, Miss E. Amy Butterworth, Mr.
Prior, Mr. J. J. Vango, Mr. and Mrs. J. Parker, Miss Jessie
Day, Miss Porter, Mrs. Hunt, Mr. Leigh Hunt, Miss Alice
Hunt, Mrs. Wilkie, Mrs. Foster-Carter, Senor Prieto, Mr. and
Mrs. Mason, Mrs. Swanston, Miss Cartisser, Mr. H. Rumford,
Mr. J. Martin, Mr. H. Dickie, Miss Samuel, &c., &c.—B. B.
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HOW SPIRIT CREATES MATTER.

By Mg. ARTHUR LoOVELL.

ADDRESS DELIVERED ON THE EVENING OF DECEMBER 18TH, 1896,
BEFORE THE MEMBERS OF THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST
ALLIANCE, IN THE FRENCH DrAwING Roonm, St. JAMES'S
Hair ; THE PRrEsIDENT, MR. E. DaAawsoN RoOGERs, IN
THE CHAIR.

(Continued from page 9.)

The will, then, can be regarded as the core of the man. It
is the type of pure force. Looking upen the Universe as matter
in motion, we can explain will as a self-moving centre, and, as
such, capable of originating a motion which is entirely different
from the motion going on in its surroundings. To put my
meaning as clearly as possible. Suppose we draw a circle on
paper. Let this circle symbolically represent the mnatural
world with its constant motion. Place a dot in the centre to
represent will. Will can originate a molion of its own, and
wltimately bring the whole circle to move in perfect accord with
this self-originating motion. These ideas may strike some as
too extreme. People are very fond of admitting that the will
can certainly do a great deal, but it cannot do everything. As
it would be impossible to fully discuss the question in a few
minutes, I will content myself with remar king that this is the
gist of the teaching of the great thinkers of the race. 1o take
only three in the present century—Goethe, Shelley, Emerson.
Goethe says :(—

¢ Man’s highest merit is to rule external circumstances as
much as possible, and as little as possible to let himself be ruled
by them. All things without us, nay, all things on us, are mere
elements, while deep within us lies the creative spirit, which
out of these can fashion what they were meant to be. Life lies
before us as a huge quarry lies before the architect. He deserves
not the name of architect except when, out of this fortuitous
mass, he can combine with the greatness fitness, and economy,
and durability, some form, the pattern of which originated in
his spirit.’

In other words, man cannot be called a man in the true
sense of the word unless he makes the motion of the circle
harmonise with the self-originating motion of the centre.
Shelley gives expression to the same idea in verse :—

Nature, impartial in munificence,

Has gifted man with all-subduing will ;

Matter, with all its transitory shapes,

Lies subjected and plastic at his feet

That, weak from bondage, tremble as they tread.

Emnierson says: ‘The exercise of the will,or the lesson of power,
is taught in every event. From the child’s successive posses-
sion of his several senses up to the hour when he saith ‘‘ Thy
will be done,” man is learning the secret that he can reduce
under his will, not only particular events, but great classes, nay,
the whole series of events, and so conform all facts to his
character. Nature offers all its kingdoms to man as the raw
material which he may mould into what is useful. He is never
weary of working it up. He forges the subtle and delicate air

| into wise and melodious words, and gives them wing as angels of
; persuasion and command. One after another his victorious

thought comes up with and reduces all things, until the world
: becomes at lust only a realised will, the double of man’ (the

kingdom of God).

Imagination.—We shall now deal with another phase of the
activity of the spirit. Perhaps no word is used in so many
different ways as the word imagination. We say of this man,
‘ He only imagined it’; and of that man, ‘¢ He is a great artist,
for he has a rich imagination.” Suppose we ask what is the
faculty or power we denominate imagination? The answer is
exceedingly simple—The power to form images or forms. If a
cultivated mind has a well-balanced activity and a rich imagina-
tion, there results the artist, or the one who creates new
forms—whether as poet, musician, painter, sculptor, writer,
orator, or man of science. The late Professor Tyndall thought
that imagination was one of the most powerful weapons in the
hands of the scientific man, and administered a well-deserved
rebuke to those dry-as-dusts who are such sticklers for what
they call proved facts, and who always end by distorting their
facts into untruths. Imagination, in its widest sense, is the
same as what Swedenborg meant by understanding, and it was
in this sense that Paracelsus used the word when he said that
the wonders of all magic were contained in the triad, Will,
Imagination, Faith. A passage from Emerson throws so much
light upon this point that I cannot forbear quoting it :—

‘A man conversing in earnest, if he watch his intellectual
processes, will find that a material image, more or less luminous,
arises in his mind, contemporaneous with every thought, which
furnishes the vestment of the thought. Hence good writing
and brilliant discourse are perpetual allegories. This imagery
is spontaneous. It is the blending of experience with the
present action of the mind. It is proper creation. It is the
working of the original cause through the instruments he has
already made. The poet, the orator, bred in the woods, whose
senses have been nourished by the fair and appeasing changes
of a country life, shall not lose their lesson altogether in the roar
of cities or the broil of politics. At the call of a noble sentiment
again the woods wave, the pines murmur, the river rolls and
shines, and the cattle low upon the mountains, as he saw and
heard them in his infancy. And with these forms, the spells of
persuasion, the keys of power, are put in the orator’s hands.’

Hegel puts down what is called ‘thinking’ by the mass of
mankind as image-making pure and simple. Viewed from the
standpoint of present-day science, thinking could be defined as
etheric vibration proceeding to and from the brain as a centre of
motion. Imagination, therefore, would be the power of con-
trolling these vibrations,by imposing a form upon them,or setting
them in a mould. In one word, Imagination is Spirit’s
Creative Power, which is constantly exercised more or less by
every individual, from the insane person on the one hand, to
the poet and the man of genius on the other. Every person is
surrounded by these thought-forms, which constitute the firma-
ment, so to speak, of each microcosm, as distinguished from the
firmament of the macrocosm or the Universe. Sensitive people
can read the thoughts of others with more or less facility, and
can actually see the corresponding images. A distinction is drawn
by some between mind-reading and clairvoyance. In some
respects this is convenient ; but, of course, there is actually no
difference between the two, as both consist in seeing a more
subtle kind of matter than the physical world.

To enlarge on this point is not necessary for our present
purpose, which is merely to show the part played by imagina-
tion, or the faculty of creating thought-images in the etheric or
astral realm.

Concentration.— We now come to a very essential factor in
the consideration of the mode of working of spirit. Concentra-
tion is the secret of success in everything, without exception. If
we want to attain a certain object, we must concentrate our
attention upon it till that object has been attained. Many
people would succeed better in life if they had more concentra-
tion. The term means working from or with a centre, a nucleus
which serves to husband and to collect force, thus preventing it
from being scattered aimlessly and fruitlessly. This applies to
business, art, science—in fact, every branch of human life. The
essential condition of successful application is bringing the mind
to a focus. Intense concentration has opened many a door that
would otherwise have remained immovably fixed. The value
of concentration is so patent to the reflecting mind that it is
unnecessary to refer to it more at length.

We have now seen that the foundation of the spirit’s activity
in man is the triad—Will, Imagination, and Concentration,
These three build up our material surroundings. You can easily
trace back any event to these three modes of spiritual activity.









