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Spiritualism. Why * courage ’ ? Why praise ? Here is 
what * The Progressive Thinker ’ thinks of that:—

Now and then it is said of a clergyman who sincerely 
attempts to investigate this subject that he is very ‘ brave,’ an 
expression not infrequently made regarding Rev. Minot J. 
Savage in his well-known efforts to gain light on this problem, 
and to demonstrate, if possible, its truth or its untruth. But a 
dispassionate observer might well ask why, in the name of all 
that is important, should not Mr. Savage—-a professed minister 
of Christ, a teacher of divine truth, a leader in all that pertains 
to the higher life of man—why should not he, of all persons, 
why should not all the clergy, of all persons in the world, make 
earnest and intelligent and reverent efforts to learn whether the 
potent truth of the immortality of the soul cannot relate itself 
to the present life as a fact of infinite value ?

We agree. Indeed, so far are we from praising religious 
teachers who have ‘ the courage ’ to look into Spiritualism 
and to well test it, that we are inclined to say of those who 
neglect it, that they are unfaithful to one of their 
elementary and most urgent duties. A religious teacher 
who goes thoroughly into the subject only does h s duty : 
not a hair’s-breadth more.

* A tour through the land of the West’: by a Birming­
ham working man (London : Simpkin, Marshall & Co. 
Price 6d.), is a model of its kind. The ‘ Birmingham work­
ing man’ is Mr. N. Smith, a good Spiritualist, who duly 
paid his respects to Rochester, and to Andrew Jackson 
Davis, at Boston. Mr. Smith, with his quaint, child-like 
wonder, his eager interest, his shrewdness, his perpetual 
alertness, his intense speed and range, and his interest in 
and sympathies for the people, has produced a book which, 
in some ways, is much more informing than many books 
with fifty times its pretensions and a dozen times its price. 
It is true he makes one smile occasionally, when he is a 
little more garrulous or discursive or credulous than usual: 
but that is really a part of the show.

On the subject of Free Trade, we fancy he got a twist 
while in ‘ the land of the West.’ Any way, he writes 
about it with all the emotional zeal of a convert : and, we 
are sorry to say, with all the limitations of a convert. He 
bitterly complains of our allowing the world to bring cheap 
things cheaply here. Does he want, then, to have dear 
things 1 It is not our subject, but we commend to Mr. 
Smith two facts

1. Everything that is brought here from anywhere 
is brought here because it is wanted by us : and 
it is to our advantage to have everything at the 
least cost.

2. Not a thing is brought here that does not mean a 
thing taken away. We do not pay in money for 
things brought here: we pay in goods or service.

These two very elementary truths, if thoroughly 
learnt and understood, would show anyone the enor­
mous advantage of Free Trade for us. It does not 
stop work here. It keeps us busy. People send 
goods here because we want them and can pay for 
them : that shows we are doing well : and the more they 
send the more prosperous we are thereby proved to be. 
We do not presume to judge for America : but Protection 
does not seem to have done it any good. The commercial 
position of England, with its Free-traders who are * fools’ 
(according to Mr. »Smith), is several hundred times higher 
and safer (on Mr. Smith’s own showing) than that of 
America.

The reporter of * The Freeman’s Journal,’ writing upon 
the fatal bog-slide in Kerry, says :—

An extraordinary circumstance which some now call to mind 
in connection with the deplorable calamity came to my know­
ledge. About a week before Christmas extraordinary noises 

were heard in the valley at night, which the people then described 
as resembling what is traditionally supposed to be the wailings 
of the banshee. These noises—a long-drawn, uncanny sound 
with cries resembling the Irish keen—were heard by several 
persons residing within the valley. Large numbers of the people 
came to confession, and received the Blessed Sacrament, and 
explained the nature of the cries to the priests, who succeeded 
in calming their fears. So widespread were the feelings which 
these sounds occasioned that numbers of old people who were 
unable to come in to receive the Sacraments sent for the clergy 
to visit them in their houses. The priests were busy for some 
weeks ministering religious consolation to the people, and 
reassuring them. The noises undoubtedly were there, for num­
bers of the people heard the cries during the night, and in one 
instance they reached official ears also. The fact that these 
banshee-like cries, causing apprehension of some disaster 
amongst the people, should be so quickly followed by the great 
calamity that has befallen the district is very singular.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LIMITED.

A Social Meeting of Members and Associates will be 
held in the French Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall 
(entrance from Piccadilly), at 7 p.m. for 7.30 p.m,, on 
Friday, January 22nd. The special object of the meet­
ing will be to afford to the Members and Associates 
residing in London and the neighbourhood an oppor­
tunity for friendly intercourse and the interchange of 
thoughts on topics of mutual interest. Admission will be 
by ticket, and each ticket will entitle the holder to bring 
one friend with him.

On this occasion Signor della Rocca has kindly offered 
the services of his daughter, the distinguished artiste, 
Signorina della Rocca, who will give violin solos, accom­
panied by Signora della Rocca.

MR. J. J. MORSE’S RETURN.

In connection with the return of Mr. J, J. Morse to London, 
after his year’s absence in Calfornia, Mrs. Morse issued cards for 
an ‘At Home,’ so that his numerous friends in the Metropolis 
might have an early opportunity to meet him after his arrival 
home.

In response to the invitations a large company, numbering 
upwards of fifty personal friends of the family, assembled at 
Florence House on the evening of Wednesday, 30th ult. After 
being the recipient of numerous cordial personal greetings, and 
the indulgence of much animated conversation by the company, 
a few informal speeches were then Introduced, the first coming 
from Mr. Thomas Everitt, President of the Marylebone Asso­
ciation of Spirititualists, who very cordially expressed his 
personal pleasure at Mr. Morse’s return, and the delight with 
which they were all looking forward to the renewal of ‘ Tien’s ’ 
valuable utterances through the lips of our friend. Felicitous 
observations were also made by Miss A. Rowan Vincent, Mr. 
Thomas Shorter, Mr. W. T. Cooper, and Mr. C. H. Willsher, 
who spoke on behalf of the newly-formed Kenotes Club.

In reference to the remarks referred to above, Mr. Morse 
made a genial and feeling response, and presented a rapid 
summary of his work in San Francisco, his journey home, and 
various incidents pertaining thereto.

The instrumental and vocal portions of the evening were 
sustained by Miss Alice Hunt, L.A.M., Miss Samuel, Miss 
Florence Morse, and Mr. T. Dickie. During the evening 
refreshments were served to the guests, in the hostess’s usual 
hospitable and enjoyable fashion.

The company were greatly interested in inspecting an illu­
minated address of welcome from the Liverpool Society of 
Spiritualists, presented to Mr. Morse in Liverpool on December 
22nd ; a certificate of ordination from the Society of Progressive 
Spiritualists of the City of San Francisco, California, ordaining 
him a ‘ minister of the Gospel of Spiritualism,’ and also a 
diploma of honorary membership in the Revista de * Estudios 
Psicologicos,’ Barcelona. It is very pleasing to see these marks 
of esteem from various places, for it is almost impossible to 
measure the influence of this tireless worker, whose great ser­
vices to English and American Spiritualism have never fully
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received the appreciation they merit, for few of us can suffi­
ciently realise the magnitude of the difficulties under which this 
spirit-lecturer has laboured.

Among those present were the following :—Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Everitt, Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Sutton, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
T. Cooper, Miss Florence Cooper, Mr. T. Shorter, Miss 
Shorter, Mrs. and Miss Brinkley, Mr. Lucking, Mr. and Mrs. 
Kay, Mr, and Mrs. J. F. Wynne, Mr. and Miss Corp, Miss A. 
Rowan Vincent, Dr. Jagelski, Mrs. Fell, Mr. and Miss 
Dickie, Mr. Buist Picken, Mr. and Mrs. Willsher, 
Miss MacCreadie, Mrs. Bell, Miss E. Amy Butterworth, Mr. 
Prior, Mr. J. J. Vango, Mr. and Mrs. J. Parker, Miss Jessie 
Day, Miss Porter, Mrs. Hunt, Mr. Leigh Hunt, Miss Alice 
Hunt, Mrs. Wilkie, Mrs. Foster-Carter, Senor Prieto, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mason, Mrs. Swanston, Miss Cartisser, Mr. H. Rumford, 
Mr. J. Martin, Mr. H. Dickie, Miss Samuel, &c., &c.—B. B.

HOW SPIRIT CREATES MATTER.
By Mr. Arthur Lovell.

Address Delivered on the Evening of December 18th, 1896, 
BEFORE THE MEMBERS OF THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST 

Alliance, in the French Drawing Room, St. James’s 
Hall ; the President, Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, in 
the Chair.

(Continued from page 9.)

The will, then, can be regarded as the core of the man. It 
is the type of pure force. Looking upon the Universe as matter 
in motion, we can explain will as a self-moving centre, and, as 
such, capable of originating a motion which is entirely different 
from the motion going on in its surroundings. To put my 
meaning as clearly as possible. Suppose we draw7 a circle on 
paper. Let this circle symbolically represent the natural 
world with its constant motion. Place a dot in the centre to 
represent will. Will can originate a motion of its own, and 
ultimately bring the whole circle to move in perfect accord with 
this self-originating motion. These ideas may strike some as 
too extreme. People are very fond of admitting that the will 
can certainly do a great deal, but it cannot do everything. As 
it would be impossible to fully discuss the question in a few 
minutes, I will content myself with remar king that this is the 
gist of the teaching of the great thinkers of the race. To take 
only three in the present century—Goethe, Shelley, Emerson. 
Goethe says :—

‘ Man’s highest merit is to rule external circumstances as 
much as possible, and as little as possible to let himself be ruled 
by them. All things without us, nay, all things on us, are mere 
elements, while deep within us lies the creative spirit, which 
out of these can fashion what they were meant to be. Life lies 
before us as a huge quarry lies before the architect. He deserves 
not the name of architect except when, out of this fortuitous 
mass, he can combine with the greatness fitness, and economy, 
and durability, some form, the pattern of which originated in 
his spirit.’

In other words, man cannot be called a man in the true 
sense of the word unless he makes the motion of the circle 
harmonise with the self-originating motion of the centre. 
Shelley gives expression to the same idea in verse :—

Nature, impartial in munificence, 
Has gifted man with all-subduing will; 
Matter, with all its transitory shapes, 
Lies subjected and plastic at his feet 
That, weak from bondage, tremble as they tread.

Emerson says: ‘The exercise of the will,or the lesson of power, 
is taught in every event. From the child’s successive posses­
sion of his several senses up to the hour when he saith “Thy 
will be done,” man is learning the secret that he can reduce 
under his will, not only particular events, but great classes, nay, 
the whole series of events, and so conform all facts to his 
character. Nature offers all its kingdoms to man as the raw 
material which he may mould into what is useful. He is never 
weary of working it up. He forges the subtle and delicate air 
into wise and melodious words, and gives them wing as angels of 
persuasion and command. One after another his victorious 
thought comes up with and reduces all things, until the world 
becomes at last only a realised will, the double of man ’ (the 
kingdom of God).

Imagination.—We shall now deal with another phase of the 
activity of the spirit. Perhaps no word is used in so many 
different ways as the word imagination. We say of this man, 
‘ He only imagined it and of that man, * He is a great artist, 
for he has a rich imagination.’ Suppose we ask what is the 
faculty or power we denominate imagination ? The answer is 
exceedingly simple—The power to form images or forms. If a 
cultivated mind has a well-balanced activity and a rich imagina­
tion, there results the artist, or the one who creates new 
forms—whether as poet, musician, painter, sculptor, writer, 
orator, or man of science. The late Professor Tyndall thought 
that imagination was one of the most powerful weapons in the 
hands of the scientific man, and administered a well-deserved 
rebuke to those dry-as-dusts who are such sticklers for what 
they call proved facts, and who always end by distorting their 
facts into untruths. Imagination, in its widest sense, is the 
same as what Swedenborg meant by understanding, and it was 
in this sense that Paracelsus used the word when he said that 
the wonders of all magic were contained in the triad, Will, 
Imagination, Faith. A passage from Emerson throws so much 
light upon this point that I cannot forbear quoting it:—

‘ A man conversing in earnest, if he watch his intellectual 
processes, will find that a material image, more or less luminous, 
arises in his mind, contemporaneous with every thought, which 
furnishes the vestment of the thought. Hence good writing 
and brilliant discourse are perpetual allegories. This imagery 
is spontaneous. It is the blending of experience with the 
present action of the mind. It is proper creation. It is the 
working of the original cause through the instruments he has 
already made. The poet, the orator, bred in the woods, whose 
senses have been nourished by the fair and appeasing changes 
of a country life, shall not lose their lesson altogether in the roar 
of cities or the broil of politics. At the call of a noble sentiment 
again the woods wave, the pines murmur, the river rolls and 
shines, and the cattle low upon the mountains, as he saw and 
heard them in his infancy. And with these forms, the spells of 
persuasion, the keys of power, are put in the orator’s hands.’

Hegel puts down what is called ‘ thinking ’ by the mass of 
mankind as image-making pure and simple. Viewed from the 
standpoint of present-day science, thinking could be defined as 
etheric vibration proceeding to and from the brain as a centre of 
motion. Imagination, therefore, would be the power of con­
trolling these vibrations,by imposing a form upon them,or setting 
them in a mould. In one word, Imagination is Spirit’s 
Creative Power, which is constantly exercised more or less by 
every individual, from the insane person on the one hand, to 
the poet and the man of genius on the other. Every person is 
surrounded by these thought-forms, which constitute the firma­
ment, so to speak, of each microcosm, as distinguished from the 
firmament of the macrocosm or the Universe. Sensitive people 
can read the thoughts of others with more or less facility, and 
can actually see the corresponding images. A distinction is drawn 
by some between mind-reading and clairvoyance. In some 
respects this is convenient ; but, of course, there is actually no 
difference between the two, as both consist in seeing a more 
subtle kind of matter than the physical world.

To enlarge on this point is not necessary for our present 
purpose, which is merely to show the part played by imagina­
tion, or the faculty of creating thought-images in the etheric or 
astral realm.

Concentration. — We now come to a very essential factor in 
the consideration of the mode of working of spirit. Concentra­
tion is the secret of success in everything, without exception. If 
we want to attain a certain object, we must concentrate our 
attention upon it till that object has been attained. Many 
people would succeed better in life if they had more concentra­
tion. The term means working from or with a centre, a nucleus 
which serves to husband and to collect force, thus preventing it 
from being scattered aimlessly and fruitlessly. This applies to 
business, art, science—in fact, every branch of human life. The 
essential condition of successful application is bringing the mind 
to a focus. Intense concentration has opened many a door that 
would otherwise have remained immovably fixed. The value 
of concentration is so patent to the reflecting mind that it is 
unnecessary to refer to it more at length.

We have now seen that the foundation of the spirit’s activity 
in man is the triad—Will, Imagination, and Concentration. 
These three build up our material surroundings. You can easily 
trace back any event to these three modes of spiritual activity.
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the present is the harbinger of a better state for our planet. This 
better state is the truth of the doctrine of Spiritualism. It is 
so beautifully expressed by Shelley that I cannot conclude this 
address on 4 How Spirit Creates Matter ’ better than by giving 
these magnificent lines from ‘ Queen Mab ’ :—

Here, now, the human being stands adorning
This loveliest earth with taintless body and mind ;
Blessed from his birth with all bland impulses 
Which gently in his noble bosom wake 
All kindly passions and all pure desires.
And man, once fleeting o’er the transient scene 
Swift as an unremembered vision, stands 
Immortal upon earth.

. . . Happiness
And science dawn, though late, upon the earth ;
Peace cheers the mind, health renovates the frame.
Disease and pleasure cease to mingle here, 
Beason and passion cease to combat there ; 
Whilst each unfettered o’er the earth extends 
Its all-subduing energies, and wields 
The sceptre of a vast dominion there ;
Whilst every shape and mode of matter lends
Its force to the omnipotence of mind ;
Which from its dark mine drags the gem of truth
To decorate its paradise of peace.
Oh, happy earth ! Reality of Heaven 
Of purest spirits, thou pure dwelling-place, 
Where care and sorrow, impotence and crime, 
Languor, disease, and ignorance dare not come.

Earth was no longer hell.
Love, freedom, health, had given
Their ripeness to the manhood of its prime, 
And all its pulses beat
Symphonious to the planetary spheres ;

Then dulcet music swelled 
Concordant with the life-springs of the soul.

The time is out of joint, and Spiritualism alone will set it 
right; not in the paltry sense in which, unfortunately, it is used 
by a very large number, but in its true sense of the immortal 
birthright of every man and woman as spiritual beings, born 
not to be crushed by a malignant fate, but the lawful inheritors 
of the kingdom prepared for them ere the foundation of 
matter.

THE DIANA VAUGHAN EXPOSURE.

To judge from an article published prominently in the 
1 Eclair,’ it would appear as if Margiotta’s published statement 
to the effect that it was Taxil’s wife who was the real Diana 
Vaughan, had been made with the intention of throwing investi­
gators off the track. The writer in the * Eclair ’ affirms that he 
knows the real ‘Diana Vaughan,’ who is a woman in the pay 
of Taxil. All the letters addressed to her by her supporters are 
in Taxil’s hands, and may prove to be instructive reading if 
their holder happens to become re-4 converted ’ and publishes 
them as a fitting conclusion to his colossal mystification.

The trick of making Diana Vaughan present the appearance 
of travelling round the world was managed, the writer states, 
by handing her answers to the letters addressed to her, to an 
agency at No. 29, Passage de 1’Opera, Paris, which, for a small 
fee, will post letters entrusted to them for that purpose from 
any foreign town, as by instructions given.

Taxil, it is stated, may perhaps end 4 by exhibiting, with a 
final burst of laughter, the charming person who has written 
the voluminous correspondence of the Passage de 1’Opera, under 
his dictation,’ which would be cruel on the Abbe de Bessonces ; 
on M. Lautier, President of the Order of Barristers of St. 
Peter, who affirms that he has lunched with her, Taxil, and 
Bataille ; on Bishop Fava ; on the vicar of St. Luca, who has 
stated that he made a journey with her ; on Bishop Villars, 
who, as late as October 19th, addressed a letter of encourage­
ment and consolation to 4 Diana Vaughan ’ ; on Cardinal 
Parrochi, who, on December 13th, 1895, wrote to her that her 
conversion was one of the most magnificent marks of grace that 
he had ever met with ; and on Cardinal Rampolla, who wrote 
that the Pope had shed tears when reading the edifying memoirs 
of the young convert.

We have received from Mr. E. L. Allen, 122, Boylston- 
street, Boston, Mass., a large photograph of Mrs. H. B. Fay 
and three materialised forms, alleged to have been taken under 
strictly test conditions. It is in every way the best and most 
perfect production of the kind which we have seen. It is on 
view at the office of 1 Light. ’

‘INVISIBLE HELPERS?
In 4 Lucifer,’ Mr. C. W. Leadbeater has lately been giving 

some curious and interesting stories of psychic or occult pheno­
mena occurring to Theosophists, which, however, owing to the 
way they are told, are of absolutely no ‘evidential value.’ 
Spiritualists, no doubt, have no right to complain of this, for 
4 Lucifer ’ is written by Theosophists for Theosophists, and those 
who contribute articles to it cannot be called upon by us to 
bring their standard of credibility up to the level of ours ; still, 
it seems a pity that one has to throw away occult 4 cases ’ that 
would have undoubted interest and value were any attempt 
made to give them the first elements of probability. It 
is only when we read occult narratives like those of Mr. Lead­
beater that we perceive how much we owe to the Society for 
Psychical Research. Had it not been for the lessons it has 
given us in the theory and practice of proof, who knows but 
we might be as easy of belief as the readers of 1 Lucifer ’ 
must, we fear, be presumed to be, since they apparently accept 
the most marvellous stories upon the veriest hearsay ? In the 
last number of 4 Lucifer,’ Mr. Leadbeater tells a story of the 
action of 4 Invisible Helpers ’ that illustrates our meaning. 
The 4 Invisible Helpers ’ are Chelas who go on astral prowls.

4 Among our band of helpers here in Europe,’ says Mr. 
Leadbeater, 4 are two who were brothers years ago in ancient 
Egypt, and are still warmly attached to each other.’ At present 
one is middle-aged and the other a child, but they go out prowl­
ing together. One day, when going an errand for their Master, 
they heard a cry, and found a boy at the bottom of a cliff with 
a leg and arm broken, and bleeding to death from a wound in 
his thigh. The story is professedly quoted from a letter from 
the elder of the two Chelas to Mr. Leadbeater ; this Chela 
says :—

There were clearly two things to be done ; that bleeding 
must be stopped, and physical help must be procured. I 
was obliged to materialise either Cyril or myself, for we 
wanted physical hands at once to tie a bandage, and be­
sides it seemed better that the poor boy should see someone 
standing by him in his trouble. I felt that while undoubtedly 
he would be more at home with Cyril than with me, I should 
probably be more readily able to procure help than Cyril 
would, so the division of labour was obvious. The plan 
worked capitally. I materialised Cyril instantly (he does not 
know yet how to do it for himself), and told him to take the 
boy’s neckerchief and tie it round the thigh, and twist a stick 
through it. 4 Won’t it hurt him terribly ? ’ said Cyril ; but 
he did it, and the blood stopped flowing. The injured boy 
seemed half unconscious, and could scarcely speak, but he 
looked up at the shining little form bending so anxiously over 
him, and asked, 4 Be you an angel, master ? ’ Cyril smiled so 
prettily, and replied, 4 No, I’m only a boy, but I’ve come to 
help you ’ ; and then I left him to comfort the sufferer while 
I rushed off for the boy’s mother, who lived about a mile away.
He had great difficulty in impressing the mother, for he had 

to keep his mind on Cyril to prevent him from dematerialising, 
but he managed to urge her to go to the spot where her son lay. 
Cyril then disappeared, but not before the mother had caught 
sight of him ; and she could never be persuaded that she had 
not seen an angel, and the injured boy believed that he had 
done so, too. The event caused a religious revival in the 
village, and the boy became much better behaved from that day 
on. In conclusion, Mr. Leadbeater says :—

An interesting fact afterwards discovered by the investi­
gations of the writer of the letter throws some light upon the 
reason why the help was rendered by these particular agents 
and no other. It was found that the two boys had met 
before, and that some thousands of years ago the one who 
fell from the cliff had been the slave of the other, and had 
once saved his young master’s life at the risk of his own, and 
had been liberated in consequence ; and now, long afterwards, 
the master not only repays the debt in kind, but also gives 
his former slave a high ideal and an inducement to morality of 
life which will probably change the whole course of his future 
evolution.

One hardly knows whether these stories of Mr. Leadbetter 
resemble more the tales told in Catholic Story Books for Good 
Little Children, or the 4 Birth Stories’ of Buddha ; but certainly 
the idea of establishing a high ideal and forwarding the interests 
of morality by creating an absolutely false impression (that the 
materialised boy was an angel) is a grossly immoral one. Perhaps 
this peculiar way which Chelas have of doing spiritual work 
throws a little light on the strong objection Theosophists evince 
to furnish any proof of the truth of the stories they tell us about 
their own occult achievements.
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