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IV.—Comparative Psychology.
Moral statistics.
The psychical life of the child.
The psychical functions of animals.
Ethnographical and anthropological psychology.
Comparative psychology of languages ; graphology.

‘ Ram’s Horn ’ is a queer name for a Journal, but it 
often contains excellent good sense. This, on breathing, is 
important as well as sensible. We can speak from experi­
ence as to the value of the advice;—and we ourselves have 
often given it:—

An old gentleman gave good advice to a young lady who 
complained of sleeplessness. He said : ‘ Learn how to breathe 
and darken your room completely, and you won’t need any 
doctoring.’

‘ Learn how to breathe ! I thought that was one thing we 
learned before coming into a world so terribly full of other 
things to be learned,’ the insomniac said ruefully.

k On the contrary, not one in ten adults knows how to 
breathe. To breathe perfectly is to draw the breath in long, 
deep inhalations, slowly and regularly, so as to relieve the lower 
lungs of all noxious accumulations. Shallow breathing won’t 
do this.

‘ I have overcome nausea, headache, sleeplessness, sea­
sickness and even more serious threatenings by simply going 
through a breathing exercise—pumping from my lower lungs, as 
it were, all the malarial inhalations of the day by long, slow, 
ample breaths. Try it before going to bed, making sure of 
standing where you can inhale pure air, and then darken your 
sleeping room completely. We live too much in an electric glare 
by night. If you suffer from sleeplessness after this experiment 
is fairly tried, I shall be surprised.’

‘ A Catholic Philanthropist ’ sends us a pamphlet from 
Australia. It is a painfully keen attack upon the priests 
and upon what we may call the business of the Church. 
Such attacks may easily drift into exaggeration and evil 
temper, but the ‘ Catholic Philanthropist ’ seems to be 
moved by an almost touching sense of duty. His charges 
of immorality amongst the priests is a most painful one, to 
which we will not further refer, but the following attack 
upon Masses for the dead, coming from a Catholic, is signi­
ficant :—

What then is the Roman Catholic Church but a living fraud 
perpetuated for the benefit of its Popes, its cardinals, its bishops, 
and its priests ; who, by means of hellish threats, rule the 
ignorant by fear ; who do not really believe the superstitions 
which they teach, and who maintain the oreranisation only for 
the emoluments it brings, so that they can live sumptuously and 
at ease at the expense of their too confiding followers. Truly 
they are wolves in sheep’s clothing. We pity the credulous 
Chinaman who pays one hundred dollars to his priest on a 
promise to repay him one thousand dollars in return in the next 
world. This, however, is no more a pious swindle than the 
charge of so many pounds by Roman priests for Masses for the 
repose of the soul of some defunct Roman Catholic sinner, on 
the cunning pretence that, through these Masses, the divine and 
equitable law of retributive justice can be overridden. Nowhere 
in the Bible do we read of Jesus having extorted money from his 
followers on such a pretext. These priestly charges, for Masses 
for the repose of the soul, are but a modification of the now dis­
carded sale of indulgences by the Romish Church, which, as 
before remarked, claims to be unalterable.

We are reluctantly compelled to agree with this writer: 
and yet there is a beautiful thought underlying this old 
institution of Masses for the dead. It is the ‘ business ’ that 
easily becomes detestable. The sympathetic and loving 
clasping of hands between the unseen and the seen has a 
lasting significance.

Mr. T. Fisher Unwin sends us Dr. Franz Hartmann’s 
‘ Among the Gnomes: An Occult Tale of Adventure in 
the Untersberg? a merry skit upon the ‘Society for the

Abolition of the Supernatural,’ and the gentleman ‘ who, 
by a long course of scientifically training his imagination, 
had acquired such a degree of scientific scepticism that he 
always knew everything without taking the trouble of 
looking at it,’ and who ‘ traded in science and gained a 
reputation ’ by ‘ taking down from the garret ’ certain 
scientific dogmas, and varnishing and relabeling them, as 
brand-new discoveries. We are happy to say that this 
kind of person is disappearing in this country : and we 
must say that if the ‘ Psychical Research Society * is aimed 
at in the ‘Society for the Abolition of the Supernatural,’ 
the description does not apply, as the leading inquirers 
belonging to that Society certainly take an enormous 
amount of trouble.

By the way, why, in sending a book for review, does 
Mr.Unwin deface the title-page? And ‘with the publisher’s 
compliments,’ too!

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY.

‘Beta’ writes: ‘I see that you have examined the 
alleged spirit photograph of Mr. Humphrey’s deceased wife, 
and are apparently not altogether satisfied with its genuine­
ness. May I ask (1) Have you seen any other recognised 
spirit photos, and what is your conclusion in regard to 
them ? Do you believe that any genuine spirit photos 
have ever been obtained ?’

Our reply to ‘Beta ’ is : (1) We have seen others, and 
compared them with photos taken before decease—and are 
surprised that they should have been recognised as like­
nesses of the same person. (2) Yes, certainly ! We believe 
that the valuable work done by Mr. A. Glendinning, and 
the late Mr. Traill Taylor settled the point that abnormal 
photos have been obtained, which may very properly be 
termed spirit photos ; but we agree with Mr. Traill Taylor 
that they are ‘ not necessarily the photographs of spirits.’ 
On the other hand, some of the photos which we have seen 
recently have been manifestly produced by the artifice of 
double exposure, as an expert in photography would readily 
detect at once. In saying this we have no other object 
than that of cautioning our friends against being taken in 
by a trick.

A REMARKABLE HEALER.
We recently gave a brief account of the remarkable 

cures said to have been effected by Francis Schlatter of 
Colorado. Some additional particulars appeared in the 
‘Daily Chronicle’ of the 11th inst., and we think the 
article of sufficient interest to justify its reproduction in 
our columns, the more especially as it is characterised bv a 
spirit of fairness—and even of sympathy—which we are 
not accustomed to find in the pages of the public news­
paper Press :—

No account of American life in this year of grace 1895 would 
be complete without some notice of Francis Schlatter, the 
‘ healer ’ of Colorado, of whose remarkable exploits the Ameri­
can papers are full at the present time. Schlatter is an Alsatian 
peasant, who settled a few years ago in Long Island as a shoe­
maker. He was regarded there as a queer fellow who had 
‘visions’ and who could ‘talk like a book.’ Removing last 
year to New Mexico, he was soon heard of as a ‘ New Messiah,’ 
with a wonderful power of curing diseases. He went to Denver, 
the capital of Colorado, where he is said to have effected extra­
ordinary cures parallel with those of Lourdes. On one morning 
alone he received 2,104 letters from sufferers all over America 
who begged his aid, and in one month he received over 42.0<M) 
letters. He ‘ blessed ’ handkerchiefs, and they were taken 
home by believing patients, and what is more these patients 
were cured, or at least so they say. In one case a 
handkerchief was applied to the face of a boy suffering 
from a terrible chronic catarrh, and he was entirely cured. 
An intelligent witness who, so far from being an ignorant, 
superstitious peasant, is divisional superintendent of the Union
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Pacific Railway, declares that 4 the sensation of touching the 
hand of Schlatter is something like an electric current being 
turned on.’ This current the witness felt passing into his hand 
when he was treated by Schlatter for deafness. Soon he felt 
his ears hum, and then it seemed as though plugs had been 
taken out of them. Now he can hear as well as ever. The 
Union Pacific Railway Company has actually notified such of 
its employees as are suffering from ailments of chronic standing 
that it would convey them and their families to Denver free to 
consult Schlatter, and a hundred and fifty men accepted the 
invitation, with several remarkable results.

Francis Schlatter is of course a religious enthusiast who be­
lieves that he has a divine mission to alleviate the woes of the 
world. He was * called ’ twice to his mission, but resisted ; on 
the third ‘call ’ he left the shoemaker’s bench, 4 and went out 
into the mountains, bareheaded and barefooted, and fasted for 
seventy-five days before returning to begin healing at Albu­
querque, New Mexico.’ Then his career as a 4 healer ’ began 
with the marvellous results we have alluded to. He is described 
as a large and powerful man, wonderfully broad across the 
shoulders, his hands always warm, no matter how cold the 
weather, and one of his patients, whom he cured of rheumatism, 
says of him : 4 In the face he looks like no man I ever saw, but 
as much like the picture of Jesus Christ as one man could look 
like another.’ A few days ago Schlatter, who lived at the house 
of a deaf ex-alderman of Denver, one of his patients, disap­
peared, leaving behind him this brief note : 4 My mission is 
finished. Father take ma away. Good-by.’ Crowds of dis­
appointed patients waited some time on the chance that their 
benefactor might return, 4 but they withdrew after demolishing 
the fence for souvenirs.’ It is said that Francis Schlatter has 
disappeared among the mountain valleys of Colorado.

What are we to say of this extraordinary story from a large, 
intelligent, modern city, the capital of an American State, at the 
end of the nineteenth century ? Doubtless opinion here will be 
as divided as it is in America, where the Schlatter miracles have 
quite eclipsed Congress and the silver question as subjects for 
newspaper 4 copy ’ and general conversation. 4 Humbug and 
imposture,’ say some; 4 Divine inspiration,’say others. It is 
not very easy to see where the imposture comes in, any more 
than at Lourdes. Schlatter has received, it is true, presents of 
clothing, but he has made no money out of his alleged powers ; 
while there are his patients, who can be seen, examined, and 
cross-examined, who say that whereas they were lame, or deaf, 
or rheumatic, they are now cured by a process stages in which 
they can describe. We are inclined to agree with the judg­
ment of the 4 New York Tribune ’: 4 It is not easy to form an 
intelligent judgment concerning the apparent power over 
disease possessed by Francis Schlatter, the healer. Perhaps we 
should say undoubted rather than apparent power ; for it seems 
to be established by numerous reputable witnesses that he has 
effected a large number of remarkable cures.’ Admission of the 
facts, doubt as to the methods —this seems to us the rational 
attitude of mind. It is absurd to take the wholly negative 
position of certain men of science, and say that such things are 
impossible. Even so sceptical a thinker as Huxley admitted 
that 4 cannot ’ is scarcely a legitimate term in science. The 
cures attributed to Schlatter are recorded not only in Hebrew, 
but in Indian, Greek, Egyptian, and other historical writings, 
not necessarily as common events, but still as facts believed in 
by men who were as great thinkers as anyone now living. It 
may be that psychic gifts, accompanied by physical mani­
festations, once admitted over the entire expanse of civilisation, 
are now reappearing under conditions more favourable than 
were known for centuries of human history. It is certain that 
all the wiser of modern physicians are trusting more and more, 
like the wisest of the ancients, to natural, mental and moral 
agencies, rather than to medicines, which learned ignorance has 
been pouring into human bodies through many generations. 
The contact of an absolutely healthy or (it was, as Carlyle told 
us, originally the same word) 4 holy ’ organism with one that is 
diseased or weakened may, for aught we know, have an effect 
undreamed of in the physiology of a rather cheap materialism. 
Such at least was the view of so original a thinker and master 
of science as James Hinton, and such an idea lay at the root of 
the medical theories of Dr. Charcot. We admit that handker­
chiefs which have been 4 blessed ’ look a little like quackery ; 
but we must not be frightened by the dogmas of a few belated 
scientists into refusing to pay any attention to well-attested 
stories of new forms of human-healing power.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON.
From Madame de C., "Editress of 4 Fra de to Verdener,’ 

Denmark.

Hearing so much about the alleged tricks of mediums, I 
desire to ask whether it would not be a sort of explanation when 
I repeat a small narrative which the excellent medium, Madame 
d’E., of Gothenburg, told me last year. She was present at a 
séance where the medium was a young man, who asked the 
circle to bind him very strongly, both hands and feet, as he 
had the impression that the spirits (perhaps to save trouble and 
power), instead of materialising, led himself out into the circle.

The fastening of the medium was thereupon done in the 
most conscientious manner, and Madame d’E. took her seat next 
to the curtain of the cabinet. Seeing a spirit emerge from it, 
she thought it very much like the medium, at least, en profile, 
and she felt, with her hand behind the curtain, for the chair on 
which the medium should be sitting. To her great astonish­
ment she felt that the chair was quite empty, but she did not 
mention this during the séance. Afterwards, when the soi-disant 
spirit had vanished, the young man was found as securely bound 
as they had left him, with the same knots ; and, in fact, the 
cords had to be cut off with scissors, and he had the traces of 
them on his hands even the following day. May the spirits, 
then, not have more to do with alleged frauds than has been 
generally supposed ?

As I am writing to you, I should like to give you an account 
sent me by the honoured co-editor of the ‘Harbinger of Light,’ 
the aged Mr. James Smith. I suppose you remember the beau­
tiful test which you recorded in 4 Light,’ when Hans Christian 
Andersen told him at Melbourne that he had written stories 
through the renowned Austrian medium, the Baroness Adelina 
von Vay, in Steiermark, and her confirming this fact in a most 
amiable letter to me.

Mr. Smith has now favoured me with an account of some 
sittings at his house, in which Dr. Samuel Johnson used to come 
through a medium and have a chat. The last time he came 
was just before Mr. Smith’s letter was written to me. 4 Placing 
his hands on his knees,’ Mr. Smith says, 4 with his head bent 
forward, he laughed a gruff laugh, panting and snorting oc­
casionally ; then went through the pantomime of pulling down 
the flaps of his long waistcoat, of adjusting his ruffles, his knee 
buckles and shoe buckles ; then pulling up the overskirt of the 
medium’s dress, he seemed to be pinning a large table napkin 
on to his neckcloth, observing as he did so, “this is for a special 
purpose,” and then he added, with a hoarse chuckle, 441 don’t 
think this lady would be overpleased if she knew what I was 
doing with her dress.” In fact, his mimicry of his own 
peculiarities, when he was in this life, brought Boswell’s de­
scription of him vividly before me. Nor must I omit to add that 
the medium knows nothing whatever of his life.1 Mr. Smith then 
proceeds to give the following report of Johnson’s own words :—

Good-morrow : I am soon back again, you see. Conscience 
has brought me here. I made a mistake in introducing 
myself the other evening [he had visited the circle, and used 
a wrong Christian name], and have come to rectify it. I am 
throwing off the coarseness and vulgarity to which I was 
addicted in earth life, and little eccentricities and peculiarities 
are falling away from me. It is difficult to reproduce them 

. completely through a strange organism, and yet it is only by 
recalling our mannerisms and tricks of voice and gesture that 
we can identify ourselves to you. I am thankful to be able 
to follow the great light [alluding to a previous control]. It 
is a high privilege for me, as well as for you. In my days 
such a thing was not heard of : but, even if it had been, 
I suppose that I, like other men then living, would have been 
as sceptical, as critical, and as bigoted in my opposition to it 
as are the people of the present day. And I was always 
strong-willed myself. But I see numbers of persons who 
are doubting whether we can, and do, return, as we certainly 
do. At the same time, though self-willed and obstinate, I 
was always amenable to woman’s influence, provided she did 
not contradict any of my pet theories. Thank God, my 
brother, that you are nearing the end of a trying and trouble­
some life, which has brought you into conflict with men who 
are hostile to what is pure, good, and true. You are growing 
tired, and so was I, and very glad to go. Am I talking too 
fast for you ? It was my way, you know, when I was in the 
earth-life. I was always rather fond of indulging in mono­
logue, and I am still the old same Sam Johnson come back to 
earth again.
Mr. Smith proceeds to refer to some familiar conversation 

with the doctor about his life and writings, when Johnson spoke 
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of some of his old ‘ cronies ’ whom he Was in the habit of 
meeting at the great assemblies at which spirits like himself re­
ceived wisdom and instruction from angels of the higher 
spheres. The doctor said further :—

What I wrote during my life on earth I now know that I 
received from those in the spirit life. What they gave me I 
gave to the world. None of the credit which may attach to 
any of my writings belongs to me........................ Poor old
Boswell ! my close and intimate friend. How fond he was of 
tapping me on the shoulder occasionally and calling me to 
order ! For he did not neglect in spite of his idolising me, 
to remind me when I was doing wrong. How capable he was 
of reading human nature and of divining the higher principle 
in man. . . . No : don’t call me ‘ Doctor ’ ; call me plain 
Sam Johnson. All those earthly titles and distinctions are 
thrown aside here ; they are as nothing.

THE ORIGIN OF SPIRITUALISM.
A REPLY TO S. U. ZANNE.

By Qu/Esto r Vite.

S. U. Zanne confirms Mr. Sinnett’s affirmations with regard 
to Spiritualism having been ‘ promoted and set on foot ’ by 
living occultists, and says that he knows this, from personal 
experience, to be a fact. I would not for a moment dispute his 
contention with regard to his interpretation of his personal 
experience ; yet as he makes a public declaration, it would be 
desirable that he should complete it by giving sufficient infor­
mation with regard to the Secret Order of which he claims to be 
a hierophant, and to which the experience referred to pre­
sumably pertains, to enable us to form some estimate with 
regard thereto.

Be that as it may, however, it does not affect my argument 
in a former issue of * Light,’ which I commenced by saying that 
the presentation I made did not question the facts of the ex­
perience of sensitives (adepts and hierophants included) but 
gave a different interpretation thereof. I presented an apperQu 
of the process by which conscious-life is mediated from central 
to circumferential states, both with regard to our macrocosmic 
universe and consequently also with regard to its included 
microcosmic selves, as the process is necessarily one and the 
same in the whole and in its parts. I thereby 
illustrated the metaphysical dictum that determination is 
from the transcendent to the subordinate and partial. I showed 
that thinking is entailed by the reception and reaction of units 
of conscious-life, which have been differentiated or distin­
guished from the universal conscious-life by conscious-selves 
dwelling in the central macrocosmic state (and, consequently, 
evolved to correlated mode), and from them mediated through 
selves in intermediary states (as relays) through the correlated 
macrocosmic states, till radiated to and reflected through our­
selves ; thus giving some conception of what is implied in the 
metaphysical statement that thinking is absolute thought in 
process, or the universal in process ; also of the implication 
conveyed in the statement that there can be no law in the 
subordinate and partial which is not first in the transcendent or 
supreme ; which has not, indeed, that universal process in it.

In other words, not only are we created by the Elohim, not 
only are we reflections of the image of gods, but equally (and 
consequently) is our thought-process the reflection of their 
thought-process, as long as we are in subordinate, determined 
states or planes ; till, in fact, we ourselves evolve into the god 
state. Only then shall we become determiners ; and yet even 
then shall we also be determined. (I have illustrated the 
analogies between conception in the thought-process and con­
ception in human-gestation process.)

That being so, it follows that the initiation of Modern 
Spiritualism necessarily pertains to conscious-selves dwelling in 
the central, or God state, pertaining to our macrocosmic universe. 
The thought-units, determined by their thinking, are 
mediated outwards, carrying quality which entails equivalent 
expression when received, reacted and reflected by us, in mode 
correlated to this plane of expression. No doubt some adepts 
may have been recipients of such thought-mediation, and given 
expression thereto, and I showed how our normal consciousness 
believed sometimes that it was originating, when it was only ex­
pressing, what was involved ; and that because this peripheral 
subordinate mode of perception cannot ingress into its own 
transcendent degrees and all that it is receiving therefrom, and 
explicating what is already implicit. So it believes that it is 

originating, i.e., creating thought ; that is, the unit, the part, 
believes that it is creating the universal. But the difference be­
tween the position as represented in my article and that of S. U. 
Zanne and Mr. Sinnett, is that they claim to originate thought 
(as does also Mrs. Besant), while I illustrate the fact that they 
are determined by the reception of the thought-process, of 
thought-units, which they but react; thought-units which are the 
vehicle of quality or determination. No self, whether in human, 
spiritual, or angelic states, can oiiginate or create thought. 
Thought is the Universal, and thinking is the process entailed by 
the mediation of the absolute or universal into relativity or 
process through its selves. Inasmuch as we are recipients of 
that mediation we are determined thereby. The determination 
with regard to this jnacrocosmic universe is initiated by the 
selves dwelling in its central, or God state ; from whom the 
thought-bearing life-units constituting the thought-process of this 
macrocosm are radiated out and mediated through all the selves 
in its relatively subordinate states, entailing reaction or reflec­
tion in subordinate modes correlative to such states.

I illustrated this with regard to hypnotism, showing the 
analogy that exists between such states and those of medium - 
ship, and I suggested that our experiments in hypnotism were 
the expression entailed by the mediation through the human 
operators, of the thought-units, or thought-process, or thought­
reflection, radiated from operators in transcendent states, 
and who were the imitators of the phenomena we call 
Spiritualistic. In other words, I suggest that it is the same 
thought-units which have entailed Spiritualistic phenomena 
by the determination of transcendent operators, which 
when mediated through human operators in the course 
of their ultimation or procession outwards, re-entail in their re­
flection through human operators, the reaction of similar 
phenomena in subordinate mode on our plane, which we call 
hypnotism. Hypnotism is in fact but a subordinate mode and 
expression of Spiritualism. Consequently, I suggested that it 
may be by the study (by intra-normal perception) of hypnotic 
phenomena that we may possibly come to interpret and under­
stand Spiritualism, or the equivalent phenomena in transcen­
dent mode.

I regret that I must confine my remarks to the main 
question involved in S. U. Zanne’s letter, in order not to 
trespass too much on your space. It is because he has not 
realised the central principle in my presentation, that he does 
not see its application in detail, and falls into the same illogical 
errors as those which he defends in Mr. Sinnett. He appears to 
labour under the fallacious conception that relative being ceases 
to be the Universal itself and becomes something else, or, in 
other words, that thinking is not thought. This is the 
fallacy of nearly all occultists, who do not realise that they 
thereby postulate separateness of individual being. Self is a 
necessary element in self-consciousness, yet it is but the 
universal in process of self - knowing. This difference 
is that which appears as between Eastern schools and 
Western. Eastern thought presents the Absolute as attri­
buteless ; Western thought presents the Universal as including 
all attributes t.e., as self and not self ; as including relation 
and distinction ; as being not only absolute but also process. 
The Eastern position, as thus defined, is static, and can account 
for neither man nor the Universe. The Western presents the 
Universal as mediating itself in an eternal process of becoming, 
in which, while the end of the process is necessarily present in 
the beginning or idea thereof (i.e., all ideas are present in the 
Universal), yet such ideas become realised in actuality, giving 
eternal change in permanency, by which experience becomes 
integrated into individuality. Occultism in its various forms 
originated in the East, hence the logical inconsistencies which 
permeate the teachings of its various schools.

We, as selves, have no validity per se. The reality of our 
being is the Universal, from which we are inseparable and 
which ever communicates itself through us, in process. Conse­
quently, let me reply to S. U. Zanne, I do not claim to originate 
or to be the author of the thought which is mediated and thus 
entails expression, through me. This is one reason why I keep 
my personality in the background, as it cannot lay claim to that 
which it does not originate ; for which it is only a vehicle.

Good words will do more than hard speeches ; as the sun­
beams, without any noise, made the traveller cast off his cloak, 
which all the blustering of the wind could not do, but made him 
bind it tighter.
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HYPNOTIC CONTROL
In our Russian contemporary ‘ The Rebus ’ a lady has been 

recounting her experiences with one of her domestics, a young 
chambermaid, who suffered from some nervous affection, for 
which the lady treated her hypnotically. Among much that is of 
the usual character, the following circumstance may be of 
interest to those who imagine that the will of the operator 
wholly dominates that of the subject. The girl was put to sleep 
in the customary fashion, and told that she was not to get up 
until eight o’clock, and that she was not to do up the apartment 
in her charge. These orders were given in the usual authorita­
tive manner. Notwithstanding this, the maid continued to 
rise early, and go about her work in the hypnotic sleep, returning 
to bed when finished, and awaking naturally at the appointed 
time. Somewhat puzzled, her mistress ordered her more 
emphatically to remain in bed, and sleep until eight. In the 
hypnotic state, the girl then flatly told her mistress, ‘ I shall 
sleep until eleven.’ ‘ You only need to sleep until eight.’ ‘I 
shall sleep until eleven.’ Curious to know the result, the lady 
waited until eleven, and then proceeded to awake the girl :—

‘ It is time to get up,’ I said, when my watch indicated 
eleven o’clock.

‘ I shall sleep five minutes yet,’ replied Varia, firmly.
‘ But it is exactly eleven o’clock,’ I told her.
* According to your watch, but, according to the sun, it is 

five minutes from eleven.’
* But where do you see the sun ? Your window looks north.’
* I see the sun. The walls do not prevent me.’
I sat down, keeping my eyes on my watch. In five minutes 

Varia said : ‘Awake me. Breathe on my brow, on my eyes.’ 
She then woke, instantaneously recovering her timid and piteous 
expression of face.

This experience showed the lady that her subject, while in 
the hypnotic sleep, became clairvoyant, and, having received 
some disquieting news regarding the health of a relative, the 
following effort was made to utilise the gift: —

‘ Could you tell me how N. is ? ’
* Leave me for an hour and I shall try to go and find him, 

and I shall see----- . I shall go to his house.’
I returned in an hour and made some passes, as I observed 

that the sounder she slept the better she spoke.
‘Do not be uneasy, the lungs are only partially affected. 

There is no abscess. He will get better.’ (In the sequel both 
diagnosis and prophecy proved to be correct, in spite of the 
verdict of the doctors). Having finished her task, she said : ‘ I 
am tired ; I must sleep now.’ This phrase, ‘ I must sleep now,’ 
my servant repeated each time she accomplished what seemed a 
more or less difficult task.

Varia’s ideas while asleep were changed entirely from those 
she entertained in her ordinary condition, and she spoke 
in quite a superior and critical fashion. In her normal state 
she was somewhat narrow in her sympathies—a result, perhaps, 
of her peculiar training.

ANOTHER INFANT PRODIGY.

Our Spanish contemporary ‘ Constancia,’ quoting from ‘ La 
Tribuna,’ of Rome, reports another apparently authentic in­
stance of early development. A telegram from Vienna to the 
‘ Tribuna ’ states that the newspaper editors of the Austrian 
capital have been visited by a real prodigy named Othon Poller, 
born in Bruswik (Brunswick ?). He is the son of a merchant, 
and for a year and a-half he has been reading accurately the 
Austrian and French journals, and possesses in addition a good 
knowledge of geography. In a short time he will be exhibited 
in public (!), and in various medical circles. The boy is very 
lively and strong, and promptly answers any questions which 
are put to him. He is at present about three and a-half years old.

A Supernatural Voice.—While staying for a few days in 
Edinburgh, writes ‘ Ynyr’ in the ‘ Realm,’ I paid a visit to 
Mrs. Blackie, widow of the late Professor, and met his nephew, 
who told me a curious story. One day Dr.-----was standing
under the wall of the Edinburgh Infirmary. Suddenly he dis­
tinctly heard a strange voice calling him by name. ‘ I am com­
ing,’ he said, and hurried off in the direction from which the 
sound had come. He had gone but a few steps when the wall 
under which he had been standing fell with a crash. He would 
have lost his life if he had remained there. There was no person 
within sight or call. u

SPIRIT INTERCOURSE.
She stood upon the threshold of the place 
Where saints and Heaven-bound spirits rest and wait. 
The golden portals opened wide, for she 
Was counted blest; and yet she waited there, 
Silent, perplexed, disturbed ; her spirit felt 
Nor happiness, nor peace ; so lately freed 
From those strong chains that linked it fast to earth 
It took slow flight in an unconscious sleep, 
Was guided by some unseen hand to where 
A veil is now withdrawn before her eyes. 
She stands with dazzled vision, silent still, 
Knowing her soul at last has passed beyond 
The gates that separate it from a love 
That we are told is mortal, and must die ; 
And so, her spirit knows no happiness.
Her love is stronger than the hand of death, 
Than that relentless power which strove, in vain, 
To sever her fair faithful soul from earth 
That holds for her a pure immortal love, 
A love that lives still though the body dies. 
And so her spirit knows nor peace, nor rest. 
While standing on the threshold of that sphere 
Where all within those golden gates is bliss, 
She sees, as through a cloud far, far away, 
A new-made grave, and on the tablet reads 
Her name, and over it her love weeps there. 
And then she murmurs that she is not nigh 
To comfort him ! That great, unselfish love 
Rebels against the power that wills it so.

‘ I would my spirit lingered yet on earth, 
That he, my love, might feel my presence still, 
A love begun on earth, that lived through life, 
2knd reigns triumphant still, through death can know 
No limits, and will be for evermore 
Through all eternity. Does Heaven deem 
The love it has itself bestowed on us— 
The best of all its gifts—so poor a thing 
That it must needs be lost when life is o’er 1 
Our work were surely incomplete, our lives 
Were lived in vain, did love enduro not still 
To intercede for and watch over those 
Whom we must leave awhile on earth to weep. 
’Tis not enough my soul has reached its haven ; 
Can that console me for the prize I’ve lost ? 
Can I forget what has been ? Could I rest 
Content here in this spirit-land, the while 
I know that all which hallowed life below 
Is past and finished, that no more exists 
Sweet intercourse of kindred souls ? Oh ! has 
The God of grace and mercy thus decreed ? 
Then, if the love of angels tills alone 
The present, and acknowledges no past, 
Why have we lived or loved on earth at all ? 
As ’tis thy will, wise Heaven, to part by death, 
And since thou’rt mindful of the love we bear 
One to another, grant I still may be 
Present in spirit to my dearest one, 
For memory still binds us soul to soul.’

And so that faithful spirit knew no rest 
Until the angels and the heavenly host 
Tn mercy and compassion heard her prayer. 
Then her unselfish spirit took swift flight 
To earth again, to do its work of love>— 
Her joy is now complete in Paradise. M. A.

Notice to Secretaries of Local Societies.—No reports 
from the secretaries of local societies can be inserted in our 
next issue, as we shall go to press so early that their publication 
will be impossible.

Eusapia Paladino. — Our Dutch contemporary, the 
‘Spiritualistich Weekblad,’ in the course of some sensible 
comments on the conduct of the Cambridge seances, makes 
the following remark : ‘ We hear a great deal in these days 
about telepathy, thought-transference, &c., on which the 
learned people of the Psychical Research Society set so much 
store. We are surprised they did not think of these when 
they had such gentlemen as Mr. Maskelyne in their midst.’
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