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IV.—COMPARATIVE PSYCHOLOGY.

Moral statistics.

The psychical life of the child.

The psychical functions of animals.
Ethnographical and anthropological psychology.
Comparative psychology of languages ; graphology.

—_— ——

‘Ram’s Horn’ is a queer name for a Journal, but it
often contains excellent good sense. This, on breathing, is
important as well as sensible. We can speak from experi-
ence as to the value of the advice ;—and we ourselves have

often given it :—

An old gentleman gave good advice to a young lady who
complained of sleeplessness. He said : ‘ Learn how to breathe
and darken your room comnpletely, and you won’t need any
doctoring.’

¢ Learn how to breathe ! I thought that was one thing we
learned before coming into a world so terribly full of other
things to be learned,” the insomniac said ruefully.

*On the contrary, not one in ten adults knows how to
breathe. To breathe perfectly is to draw the breath in long,
deep inhalations, slowly and regularly, so as to relieve the lower
lungs of all noxious accumulations. Shallow breathing won’t
do this.

‘I have overcome nausea, headache, sleeplessness, sea-
sickness and even more serious threatenings by simply going
through a breathing exercise—pumping from my lower lungs, as
it were, all the malarial inhalations of the day by long, slow,
ample breaths. Try it before going to bed, making sure of
standing where you can inhale pure air, and then darken your
sleeping room completely. We live too much in an electric glare
by night. If you suffer from sleeplessness after this experiment

is fairly tried, I shall be surprised.’

¢ A Catholic Philanthropist’ sends us a pamphlet from
Australia. It is a painfully keen attack upon the priests
and upon what we may call the business of the Church.
Such attacks may easily drift into exaggeration and evil
temper, but the ¢Catholic Philanthropist’ seems to be
moved by an almost touching sense of duty. His charges
of immorality amongst the priests is a most painful one, to
which we will not further refer, but the following attack
upon Masses for the dead, coming from a Catholic, is signi-
ficant :—

What then is the Roman Catholic Church but a living fraud
perpetuated for the benefit of its Popes, its cardinals, its bishops,
and its priests ; who, by means of hellish threats, rule the
ignorant by fear ; who do not really believe the superstitions
which they teach, and who maintain the organisation only for
the emoluments it brings, so that they can live sumptuously and
at ease at the expense of their too confiding followers. Truly
they are wolves in sheep’s clothing. We pity the credulous
Chinaman who pays one hundred dollars to his priest on a
promise to repay him one thousand dollars in return in the next
world. This, however, is no more a pious swindle than the
charge of so many pounds by Roman priests for Masses for the
repose of the soul of some defunct Roman Catholic sinner, on
the cunning pretence that, through these Masses, the divine and
equitable law of retributive justice can be overridden. Nowhere
in the Bible do we read of Jesus having extorted money from his
followers on such a pretext. These priestly charges, for Masses
for the repose of the soul, are but a modification of the now dis-
carded sale of indulgences by the Romish Church, which, as
before remarked, claims to be unalterable.

We are reluctantly compelled to agree with this writer:
and yet there is a beautiful thought underlying this old
institution of Masses for the dead. It is the ¢ business’ that
easily becomes detestable. The sympathetic and loving
clasping of hands between the unseen and the seen has a

lasting significance.

Mr. T. Fisher Unwin sends us Dr. Franz Hartmann’s
¢ Among the Gnomes: An Occult Tale of Adventure in
the Untersberg,’ a merry skit upon the ¢Society for the
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Abolition of the Supernatural,’ and the gentleman ¢ who,
by a long course of scientifically training his imagination,
had acquired such a degree of scientific scepticism that he
always knew everything without taking the trouble of
looking at it, and who ‘traded in science and gained a
reputation’ by ¢taking down from the garret’ certain
scientific dogmas, and varnishing and relabeling them, as
brand-new discoveries. We are happy to say that this
kind of person is disappearing in this country: and we
must say that if the ¢ Psychical Research Society ’ is aimed
at in the ¢ Society for the Abolition of the Supernatural,’
the description does not apply, as the leading inquirers
belonging to that Society certainly take an enormous
amount of trouble.

By the way, why, in sending a book for review, does
Mr.Unwin deface the title-page ! And ‘with the publisher’s
compliments,’ too !

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY.

‘Beta’ writes: ‘I see that you have examined the
alleged spirit photograph of Mr. Humphrey's deceased wife,
and are apparently not altogether satisfied with its genuine-
ness. May I ask (1) Have you seen any other recognised
spirit photos, and what is your conclusion in regard to
them ! Do you believe that any genuine spirit photos
have ever been obtained 1’

Our reply to ‘Beta’is: (1) We have seen others, and
compared them with photos taken before decease —and are
surprised that they should have been recognised as like-
nesses of the same person. (2) Yes, certainly! We believe
that the valuable work done by Mr. A. Glendinning, and
the late Mr. Traill Taylor settled the point that abnormal
photos have been obtained, which may very properly be
termed spirit photos ; but we agree with Mr. Traill Taylor
that they are ¢ not necessarily the photographs of spirits.’
On the other hand, some of the photos which we have seen
recently have been manifestly produced by the artifice of
double exposure, as an expert in photography would readily
detect at once. In saying this we have no other object
than that of cautioning our friends against being taken in
by a trick.

A REMARKABLE HEALER.

We recently gave a brief account of the remarkable
cures said to have been effected by Francis Schlatter of
Colorado. Some additional particulars appeared in the
¢ Daily Chronicle’ of the 11th inst., and we think the
article of sufficient interest to justify its reproduction in
our columns, the more especially as it is characterised by a
spirit of fairness—and even of sympathy —which we are
not accustomed to find in the pages of the public news-
paper Press :—

No account of American life in this year ot grace 1895 would
be complete without some notice of Francis Schlatter, the
‘healer ’ of Colorado, of whose remarkable exploits the Ameri-
can papers are full at the present time. Schlatteris an Alsatian
peasant, who settled a few years ago in Long Island as a shoe-
maker. He was regarded there as a queer fellow who had
‘visions’ and who could ‘talk like a book.” Removing last
year to New Mexico, he was soon heard of as a ‘ New Messiah,’
with a wonderful power of curing diseases. He went to Denver,
the capital of Colorado, where he is said to have effected extra-
ordinary cures parallel with those of Lourdes. On one morning
alone he received 2,104 letters from sufferers all over America
who begged his aid, and in one month he received over 42,000
letters. He ‘blessed’ handkerchiefs, and they were taken
home by believing patients, and what is more these patients
were cured, or at least so they say. In one case a
handkerchief was applied to the face of a boy suffering
from a terrible chronic catarrh, and he was entirely cured.
An intelligent witness who, so far from being an ignorant,
superstitious peasant, is divisional superintendent of the Union
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of some of his old ‘cronies’ whom he was in the habit of
meeting at the great assemblies at which spirits like himself re-
ceived wisdom and instruction from angels of the higher
spheres. The doctor said further :—

What I wrote during my life on earth I now know that I
received from those in the spirit life. What they gave me I
cave tothe world. None of the credit which may attach to
any of my writings belongs to me. Poor old
Boswell ! my close and intimate friend. How fond he was of
tapping me on the shoulder occasionally and calling me to
order ! For he did not neglect in spite of his idolising me,
to remind me when I was doing wrong. How capable he was
of reading human nature and of divining the higher principle
in man. No : don’t call me ‘ Doctor’ ; call me plain
Sam Johnson. All those earthly titles and distinctions are
thrown aside here ; they are as nothing.

THE ORIGIN OF SPIRITUALISM,

A REPLY TO S. U. ZANNE.

By QuaEstor ViITA.

S. U. Zanne confirms Mr. Sinnett’s affirmations with regard
to Spiritualism having been ‘promoted and set on foot’ by
living oocultists, and says that he knows this, from personal
experience, to be a fact. I would not for a moment dispute his
contention with regard to his interpretation of his personal
experience ; yet a8 he makes a public declaration. it would be
desirable that he should complete it by giving sufticient infor-
mation with regard to the Secret Order of which he claims to be
a hicrophant, and to which the experience referrod to pre-
sumably pertains, to enable us to form some estimate with
regard thereto.

Be that as it may, however, it does not affect my argument
in a former issue of ¢ LicHT,” which I commenced by saying that
the presentation I made did not question the facts of the ex-
perience of sensitives (adepts and hierophants included) but
gave a different interpretation thereof. I presented an appergu
of the process hy which conscious-life is mediated from central
to circumferential states, both with regard to our macrocosmic
universe and consequently also with regard to its included
microcosmic selves, as the process is necessarily vne and the
same in the whole and in its parts. I thereby
illustrated the metaphysical dictum that determination is
from the transcendent to the subordinate and partial. I showed
that thinking is entailed by the reception and reaction of units
of conscious-life, which have been differentiated or distin-
guished from the universal conscious-life by conscious-selves
dwelling in the central macrocosmic state (and, consequently,
evolved to correlated mode), and from them mediated through
selves in intermediary states (as relays) through the correlated
macrocosmic states, till radiated to and reflected through our-
selves ; thus giving some conception of what is implied in the
metaphysical statement that thinking is absolute thought in
process, or the universal in process ; also of the implication
conveyed in the statement that there can be no law in the
subordinate and partial which is not first in the transcendent or
supreme ; which has not, indeed, that universal process in it.

In other words, not only are we created by the Elohim, not
only are we reflections of the image of gods, but equally (and
consequently) is our thought-process the reflection of their
thought-process, as long as we are in subordinate, determined
states or planes ; till, in fact, we ourselves evolve into the god
state. Only then shall we becomne determiners ; and yet even
then shall we also be determined. (I have illustrated the
analogies between conception in the thought-process and con-
ception in human-gestation process.)

That being so, it follows that the initiation of Modern
Spiritualism necessarily pertains to conscious-selves dwelling in
the central, or God state, pertaining to our macrocosmic universe.
The thought-units, determined by their thinking, are
mediated outwards, carrying quality which entails equivalent
expression when received, reacted and reflected by us, in mode
correlated to this plane of expression. No doubt some adepts
may have been recipients of such thought-mediation, and given
expression thereto, and I showed how our normal consciousness
believed sometimes that it was originating, when it was only ex-
pressing, what was involved ; and that because this peripheral
subordinate mode of perception cannot ingress into its own
transcendent degrees and all that it is receiving therefrom, and
explicating what is already implicit. So it believes that it is
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originating, t.e., creating thought ; that is, the unit, the part,
believes that it is creating the universal. But the difference be-
tween the position as represented in my article and that of S. U.
Zanne and Mr. Sinnett, is that they claim to originate thought
(as does also Mrs. Besant), while I illustrate the fact that they
are determined by the reception of the thought-process, of
thought-units, which they but react ; thought-unitswhich are the
vehicle of quality or deterinination. No self, whether in human,
spiritual, or angelic states, can originate or create thought.
Thought is the Universal, and thinking is the process entailed by
the mediation of the absolute or universal into relativity or
process through its selves. Inasmuch as we are recipients of
that mediation we are determined thereby. The determination
with regard to this gacrocosmic universe is initiated by the
selves dwelling in its central, or God state ; from whom the
thought-bearing life-units constituting the thought-process of this
macrocosm are radiated out and mediated through all the selves
in its relatively subordinate states, entailing reaction or reflec-
tion in subordinate modes corrclative to such states.

I illustrated this with regard to hypnotism, showing the
analogy that exists between such states and those of medium-
ship, and I suggested that our experiments in hypnotism were
the expression entailed by the mediation through the human
operators, of the thought-units, or thought-process, or thought-
reflection, radiated from operators in transcendent states,
and who were the imitators of the phenomena we call
Spiritualistic. In other words, I suggest that it is the same
thought-units which have entailed Spiritualistic phenomena
by the determination of transcendent operators, which
when mediated through human operators in the course
of their ultiination or procession outwards, re-entail in their re-
flection through human operators, the reaction of similar
phenomens in subordinate mode on our plane, which we call
hypnotism. Hypnotism is in fact but a subordinate mode and
expression of Spiritualiam. Consequently, I suggested that it
may be by the study (by intra-normal perception) of hypnotic
phenomena that we may possibly come to interpret and under-
stand Spiritualism, or the equivalent phenomena in transcen-
dent mode. :

I regret that I must confine my remarks to the main
question involved in S. U. Zanne's letter, in order not to
trespass too much on your space. It is because he has not
realised the central principle in my presentation, that he duves
not see its application in detail, and falls into the same illogical
errors as those which he defends in Mr. Sinnett. He appears to
labour under the fallacious conception that relative being ceases
to be the Universal itself and becomes something else, or, in
other words, that thinking is not thought. This is the
fallacy of nearly all occultists, who do not realise that they
thereby postulate separateness of individual being. Self is a
necessary element in self-consciousness, yet it is but the
universal in process of self - knowing. This difference
is that which appears as between KEastern schools and
Western. Eastern thought presents the Absolute as attri-
buteless ; Western thought presents the Universal as including
all attributes 1t.e., as self and not self ; as including relation
and distinction ; as being not only absolute but also process.
The Eastern position, as thus defined, is static, and can account
for neither man nor the Universe. The Western presents the
Universal as mediating itself in an eternal process of becoming,
in which, while the end of the process is necessarily present in
the beginning or idea thereof (i.e., all 1deas are present in the
Universal), yet such ideas become realised in actuality, giving
eternal change in permanency by which experience becomes
iutegrated into individuality. Occultism in its various forms
originated in the East, hence the logical inconsistencies which
permeate the teachings of its various schools.

We, as selves, have no validity per se. The reality of our
being is the Universal, from which we are inseparable and
which ever communicates itself through us, in process. Conse-
quently, let me reply to 8. U. Zanne, I do not claim to originate
or to be the author of the thought which is mediated and thus
entails expression, through me.  This is one reason why I keep
my personality in the background, as it cannot lay claim to that
which it does not originate ; for which it is only a vehicle.

Goop words will do more than hard speeches ; as the sun-
beams, without any noise, made the traveller cast off his cloak,
which all the blustering of the wind could not do, but made him
bind it tighter.
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