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some really capable and fearless writer. A celebration of 
4 the Jubilee ’ without it would be worse than absurd.

NOTES BY THE WAY.

We invite, from our readers, questions, remarks, and 
brief records of personal experiences. To the best of our 
ability we will give or find replies : and we may hope that 
the personal nature of such questions or records and our 
replies and comments will be of general interest. In no 
case shall we give names, unless their owners desire it, or 
permit it.

We hope our more ardent friends will not be dis­
appointed at the decision of the Council of the London 
Spiritualist Alliance to postpone the International Congress 
until 1898. Next year seemed to be out of the question. 
The year following would have done well enough, but the 
tempting suggestion, that 1898 would bring us to what 
may be called ‘A Jubilee/ inclined the balance in favour 
of that year. The time will quickly pass, and there is 
much, very much, to be done, so as to make arrangements 
for a Congress in any way worthy of the designation 
‘ International/ The President of the Alliance invites 
communications and suggestions : and, even as to offers of 
assistance and hospitality, it is not too early to ask for 
volunteers. As to this last, it will not be creditable to us 
if we compel invited or accredited visitors to shift for 
themselves. We must find hosts and hostesses for every 
such guest; and, in London it ought to be easy. Such 
hosts and hostesses need not be pronounced Spiritualists. 
There is plenty of time before us; but it will do good if 
we begin at once to think about it.

It ought, perhaps, to be said that in fixing upon 1898, 
with reference to ‘the Jubilee/ the Council had no wish 
to 4steal the thunder’ of our brethren in the United 
States. We shall not set forth our International Confer­
ence as a Jubilee Celebration, but will only endeavour to 
make that Jubilee one of many considerations of interest. 
It will be still open to our American friends to have their 
own Celebration or Celebrations. At the utmost, we can 
reasonably expect only a strong deputation from America 
to our Congress, and they will not be much missed where 
so many have joined the ranks. But it is quite possible 
that the date of our Congress and the date of any 
possible Celebration in America may enable friends to 
attend both.

And now we have one suggestion to make of some 
importance. Before it is too late, it is extremely desirable 
that every possible scrap of reliable information should be 
gathered respecting the last days of the Fox sisters— 
especially respecting the last days, and the painful 
incidents of those last days, of Kate, the story of whose 
life, to the very end, omitting nothing, would be of 
immense value. It ought at once to be taken in hand by

Mr. E. W. Allen (Ave Maria Lane) has sent us a 
pamphlet by Dr. Alex. Wilder on 4 Perils of Premature 
Burial.’ It is not a pleasant subject, but we believe it is 
an urgent one, and we are glad to see it producing a 
certain amount of restlessness and anxiety. The figures 
must be the merest guess, but if one man has collected the 
details of one hundred and seventy-seven cases of persons 
who were buried alive, or who recovered without assist­
ance after they were placed in their coffins, or were 
wrongly reported as dead, we should not be far wrong if we 
said that hundreds of thousands of cases have never been 
known. The slightest reflection will demonstrate that, 
Dr. Wilder says, 4 The number of persons who have revived 
at the last moment, when about to be placed in the coffin, 
is fearfully large’—a terrible suggestion as to the stream of 
cases that may just slip by. With Dr. Wilder’s conclusion 
we perfectly agree : —

Legislation ought to be interposed in this matter. The law 
should require the examination of the body by a medical man 
or expert before permitting its interment. Where a physician 
has been employed he should be obliged to certify to actual 
death, unless the unequivocal evidences of dissolution had 
already appeared. Undertakers and others having charge of 
funerals should be compelled to ascertain that death has 
occurred before moving or coffining the remains. The thought 
of suffocation in a coffin is more terrible than that of torture on 
the rack, or burning at the stake. Carelessness in this matter 
cannot be innocent ; and ignorance in such a case is akin to 
crime. When we neglect precautions against a fate so terrible, 
to which every one is thus liable, our tears are little less than 
hypocrisy, our mourning is a mockery.

As matters stand, we still very strongly advise crema* 
tion. In addition, we are decidedly in favour of the 
establishment of Mortuary Chambers to which dead bodies, 
or bodies supposed to be dead, should be taken, to await 
burial or cremation, after proper tests.

‘ The Spiritual Body Real/ by Giles B. Stebbins 
(Boston, U.S.: Colby and Rich), is a very striking 
pamphlet, giving the ‘views of Paul, Wesley, and others/ 
and 4 valuable testimonies of modem clairvoyants, witnesses 
of the separation of the spiritual body from the dying 
physical form/ In addition, we have the vigorous exposi­
tions and defences of a man who is evidently well informed 
and very much in earnest. It is a pity there is not some 
enterprising agency in London which should, as a matter 
of course, receive on sale such works as this; but it can 
be got through any bookseller, on the understanding that a 
London house will order it with other American works. Its 
price will probably be about 6d.

‘The Banner of Light Publishing Company’has just 
issued a pleasant 4 Biographic Memorial of Luther Colby/ 
by John W. Day. This modest volume contains six 
chapters, quaintly entitled, 4 A man child is born/ 4 A soul 
is recognised/ ‘The Banner is unfurled/ 4 Mr. Colby’s
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Mediumship/ ‘ Going home/ ‘Tributes—prose and poetic ’ : 
it also contains portraits of Mr. Colby, his mother and Mr. 
Berry, and pictures of Mr. Colby’s birthplace, the first 
Spiritual temple, and the present condition of the Fox 
cottage. About half the letterpress is occupied with the 
‘ Tributes/ and a great deal of the not large remainder con­
sists of eulogistic extracts and information concerning ‘ The 
Banner of Light.’ It is a pleasant memorial, as we have 
said, but in no sense a biography.

‘ Unity ’ has the following sensible little sermon on a 
text from Emerson, ‘ Beware of the man who says, “ I am 
about to make a revelation ” ’:—

When one assumes that he has access to peculiar sources of 
ife and light, when one begins to prate about living on a higher 

plane than his associates or is persistent in insinuating a lower 
spirit to his neighbour ; whenever the soul forgets the univer- 
alities of life and is tempted to ignore the common plane upon 

which we all stand and the common canopy that overreaches all, 
then he is in danger of losing the divine leadings of life. He 
cuts short his education and is travelling on the road that leads 
to the asylum. Those holders of theories which promptly 
dismiss any one who fails to accept their theories as not under­
standing them, are in a critical condition mentally. Single Tax, 
Christian Science, Theosophy, and kindred theories often take 
such intense hold on their believers, that they are inclined to 
make the assumptions just indicated concerning any who refuse 
to accept. Any or all of these theories may be true and all im­
portant, but their advocates will do well to remember that it is 
possible for one to not believe them to the satisfaction of them­
selves and still be sane and moral and perchance spiritual.

And yet, for all that, there are revelations and revealers.

From ‘The Universal Publishing Company’ we have 
received the third series of Lady Cook’s social shockers. 
As in the first and second series, she is

‘ Still harping on my daughter.’
There is an immense amount of good sense in these blazers, 
but, frankly, we think the whole thing is overdone. It is 
not a good thing to pull aside all curtains and tell every­
thing ; and even Lady Cook’s ideal woman will need her 
veils and reticences—or she will be hateful.

‘ The Palmist/ for November, contains prints of the 
hands of a nun, and a long and minute reading of them—a 
curious study.

‘The New Unity’ (U.S.) is never without its touches of 
intellectual and spiritual beauty just beyond the average 
and the ordinary. Here is one, a very simple but very 
subtile little poem by Kate Kelsey:—

‘ There is no death/ we hear them say, 
The great and good of old,

‘ ’Tis but a change to endless day, 
Safe-sheltered in God’s fold.’

But when from life dear love departs, 
When cold and still he lies,

What hope is there for aching hearts 
Beyond those bending skies ?

‘ The love that fails is not true love/ 
We hear a sweet voice say,

‘ For linked with God’s own heart above
True love endures for aye.’

Personal.—Mr. Herbert Burrows asks us to state that the 
announcement in ‘ Light ’ that Mrs. Herbert Burrows was pre­
sent at the conversazione at St. James’s Hall was an error. He 
is still a widower.

Mr. H. Rider Haggard is engaged in writing a powerful 
African tale, named ‘ Black Heart and White Heart,” which 
will appear in the New Year’s number of the ‘ African Review.’ 
It is some time since Mr. Haggard has written an African story.

SPIRITUALISM IN NEW YORK.

By Qu.rstor Vitjs.

The main interest and activity in Spiritualism in New York 
centres around the First Society of Spiritualists, which meets 
at Carnegie Hall on Sundays, when, in the morning and evening, 
an address is delivered by an inspirational speaker usually, whose 
services are retained for varying periods, and who is then suc­
ceeded by another speaker ; thus providing change and variety 
for the audience.

The greatest amount of popular support, however, is accordei 
to the Sunday afternoon meetings, when what may be termed a | 
spiritual variety performance is given. Mediums who wish fc 
make themselves known have the opportunity of coming up i I
to the platform and riving what are called ‘ tests ’ to ts ’
audience ; that is, of illustrating their phase of mediumship bj 
giving what messages, descriptions, &c., may be conveyed 
through them to strangers in the audience, gratuitously. The? 
are then allowed to state their address and terms for private 
sittings. This serves as a very good mode of making them­
selves known, and perhaps opens up incidents which m&y 
subsequently entail private sittings, while it also presents 
a series of interesting incidents to the audience. Strangers 
who come in may have the opportunity of witnessing 
descriptions of friends, and of incidents pertaining to the per­
sonal lives of people whom the mediums have never seen before. 
I have seen such ‘ tests’ given very successfully by Mrs. Whitney; 
Mrs. Henderson ; Miss Barnes ; Mr. Slater ; Mr. Harlow 
Davis and others. It is unnecessary to enter into the details of 
such tests, as their general character is sufficiently well known. 
One incident occurred, however, which is of interest as showing 
the evolution to which the human self is subject when indrawn ; 
being a case in which the ex-wife of a man projected the expres­
sion of her enduring affection for her husband, and her approval 
of, and pleasure in, his subsequent re-marriage, and her assurance 
of loving care and assistance to both himself and his new wife. 
Such tests constitute most conclusive evidence of the continuity 
of self-hood and of the possibility of thought-transference occur­
ring from disembodied to embodied selves ; more perfectly even ( 
than between embodied selves ; also of the presence of thought­
forms or apparitional-doubles, projected from disembodied selves ; 
even as my own apparitional-double has been projected and seen 
by friends with whom it conversed, while my embodied self lay 
reposing in bed.

The typewriting phenomena which have been twice pre­
sented on this platform have already been referred to. I wodd 
wish to add, however, that on the second occasion, corners were 
tom off the sheets of paper, before they were inserted in rhe 
typewriter by Mrs. Rogers, and were retained by one of the 
committee, who subsequently compared the typewritten sheer, 
when taken out of the machine, with the piece retained, thus 
constituting a supplementary check in addition to the fact that 
the sheet was previously endorsed by Mr. Newton with his 
signature. I would further state that when the second seance 
was finished I went into the cabinet myself and caused the 
door to be closed and the curtains to be let down, as was done 
when the medium was locked therein. I found that it was so 
dark inside (though the gas jets in the hall had then been turned 
up fully) that one could not see the keys of the typewriter in die 
adjacent compartment. Further, I found a black curtain (divided 
in the centre) hung on the inside of the wire partition which 
divided the medium from the typewriter. On inquiry from the 
Hon. M. 0. Smith, however, he could not affirm whether this 
curtain was open or closed when he looked into the outer com- i
partment and saw the machine writing without human contact.

Professor Aimes made an interesting statement on Sunday, 
November 3rd, on the platform of Carnegie Hall, with regard 
to an experience of typewriting without human contact, which 
occurred in Chicago during the World’s Fair, in the presence of 
another medium, Mrs. Bangs. He sat with the medium and 
three other people, who, joining hands, formed a circle round 
the machine, in the dark. He himself sat opposite and in front 
of the keys, the medium sitting at one side. When the keys 
began to operate, without leaving go the hands of his neighbours 
he bent his head down over the machine till his face almost 
touched the keys, the keys continuing to work. There was not 
room, he says, for a hand, spirit or human, to intervene between 
his face and the keys. This would apparently infer that th? 
keys were not worked by a materialised hand, as some suppose 
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but rather by transference of energy, as I have suggested on 
p. 493. When the first message was finished, the sheet was 
taken out and put into a box beneath the machine, and a fresh 
sheet of paper adjusted into the machine, by the invisible 
powers. Five messages were thus written and put into this 
* post box ’ when the séance was declared to have terminated, 
and a message for each sitter was found to have been written 
and addressed, one to each person present. Professor Aimes 
stated that he himself employs three typewriters, but the 
writing thus effected in total darkness, while his head was 
almost in contact with the keys, was more rapid than could be 
done by any of his secretaries. There was only one misprint 
on the sheet directed to himself.

When the above meeting was over I was introduced to Mr. 
Fulton, the ‘ Herald ’ reporter, who was present at the séance 
on July 7th, when the machine operated in the middle of the 
room, in gas-light, Mr. Rogers being the medium. His report, 
which I enclose herewith, states : ‘ The gas was raised till the 
faces could be recognised, and the keys of the typewriter seen. 
All the movements of the machine were visible. The writing 
was continued with but few short rests, at a rate equal to that 
of an expert writer on the machine. There was no one nearer 
to the machine than four feet, and there was no visible power 
or connection through which it was operated.’ He re-confirmed 
this statement verbally to me. I consider it obligatory to state 
that I have myself endeavoured to obtain from Mr. Rogers 
the occasion of seeing the typewriter work without human con­
tact, but so far have not succeeded. •

Mr. Newton hopes, I may say, that these phenomena may 
be followed by materialisation séances, presented to the public 
under similar conditions.

On Sunday, October 27th, a gentleman, who had assisted at 
the National Convention of Spiritualists, recently held at Wash­
ington, gave an interesting account of the meetings held there 
and of the work performed. The Convention represented 
delegates from one hundred and fifty Spiritualist societies in 
different parts of the country. Mrs. Cadwalier, as delegate from 
a recent congress held in Pennsylvania, made a stirring appeal 
for funds with which to defend the mediums recently arrested 
in Philadelphia, under an old law not yet repealed. The defence 
fund now collected amounts to between four and five thousand 
dollars, with which the society intend not only to have the 
mediums protected by counsel at the coming trials, but to agitate 
for the repeal of the absurd old law concerning soothsaying 
under which the arrests have been effected.

There are some other Spiritualist societies which meet 
similarly on Sundays, in New York and in Brooklyn, but they 
have not any large numerical support, I am told.

In some respects the London Alliance has the advantage 
over the New York Society of Spiritualists, inasmuch as it has 
an integrated and permanent body of subscribers. The New 
York society has no subscribers. It consists of a body of trus­
tees, elected annually, and charges an admission fee of sixpence 
to its Sunday afternoon meetings (raised to a shilling on the 
typewriting occasions). The supporters are consequently a 
floating element, yet the interest aroused by the public tests 
given attracts usually between two and three hundred people. 
Perhaps this mode of spreading knowledge among the public 
and giving opportunity of experience with regard to Spiritualism 
might, I would suggest, be advantageously adopted by the 
Alliance, which would, perhaps, simultaneously gain additional 
strength thereby.

I have endeavoured to obtain experience of other spiritual 
phenomena which might interest your readers, but regret to say 
that so far I have lamentably failed therein, though I have per- 
severingly assisted at numerous séances in that expectation and 
hope.

The mental or subjective phenomena of communion remain 
by far the most satisfactory. Mrs. Gridley, Continental Hotel, 
Broadway, is a most interesting and reliable psychometrist 
and clairvoyant, &c. Miss Dora Hahn, 234, West Forty- 
Si xth-street, is a very good medium of a similar character. Her 
guide ‘ went ’ to my hotel, described some business affairs and 
relations ‘ down town ’ exactly ; crossed the ocean and sought 
my wife, describing an illness with which she is afflicted. But 
with regard to materialisations, I must say that the conditions 
under which these are presented at Mrs. Rogers’, Mrs. Gray’s, 
and Mrs. Williams’s, preclude all possibility of knowing whether 
they are bond fide or fraudulent. After having assisted at a num­
ber of séances, I must express my surprise at the attitude of the 

sitters, who give in to every whim of the medium’s, and accept 
conditions which preclude any possibility of verification, and con­
sequently render the phenomena unworthy to rank as evidence, 
even supposing them to be genuine. Scant wonder, indeed, is 
it that such frauds are perpetrated as those which were exposed 
this ‘ fall ’ at Lilly Dale camp meeting, when the boy 
and girl hired by Mrs. Abel to personate spirits, con­
fessed to their contributory personations. Though I have 
presented myself, with the kind permission of Mr. Newton, 
under the auspices of his name, and though I have represented 
that I wished to obtain experiences on which I might be able to 
report favourably to the readers of ‘ Light ’ ; yet in almost every 
instance, not only have objections been raised to any critical 
suggestion, but such a simple request as to whether we could not 
have more light, or would the figure approach and let me see its 
face, or let me feel its pulse, have led to a directly hostile 
attitude on the part of the medium, so much so that I have been 
made to feel that it would be futile to return. Mrs. Cadwell 
would neither accept my statements that I came from Mr. 
Newton, nor that I represented ‘Light.’ Her attitude was so 
unpleasant that I withdrew. These facta demonstrate that 
materialising mediums are not intuitive.

A medium new to New York (Mr. Concannon) has recently 
arrived, who, on the contrary, invites careful investigation and 
checks. I hope that I may witness some phenomena at his 
séances which may be worthy of reporting. This medium is a 
member of a theatrical company of mediums who intend to re­
present a drama on a public stage, which shall include a variety 
of phases of mediumship, including materialisation. This is 
certainly a novel and peculiar mode of presenting Spiritualism to 
the public. If I can get an opportunity I shall attend one of 
these performances

MATERIALISATIONS.
Some séances have been given in New York recently by 

Mr. Concannon, under conditions which permitted satisfactory 
verification.

The cabinet consisted of two loose curtains hung over a cord, 
stretched in front of a corner of a room which had been hired 
temporarily by his manager, in Twenty-third-street, one of the 
busy streets of New York. The supporting cord was stretched at 
a distance of about two feet from the ceiling, leaving the walls 
above the cabinet open and visible. The floor of the whole 
room, including the cabinet, was covered with linoleum.

At the opening of the séance, Mr. Concannon invited any two 
gentlemen who were strangers to him to form a committee of 
investigation. These gentlemen accompanied him upstairs, 
where he unclothed himself entirely, putting on, beyond his 
drawers, only a black suit with a loose shirt front. On entering 
the cabinet he sat with his arms resting on his knees. His coat 
sleeves were then sewn to his trousers, while his coat tails were 
sewn to the lower cross-bars of the chair. He then put his feet 
into a pan of flour and had a handful of rice placed within each 
of his hands. The gas was then turned out, leaving only a 
small lamp, enclosed in a box, covered with red paper, the slide 
of which could be opened and closed by a string communicating 
with the inside of the cabinet.

The forms which appeared remained mostly within the 
opening of the curtains, some of them dematerialising there. 
Two came out some feet from the curtains. One of these was 
said to be the ‘ Queen of the Cabinet.’ She asked for a hand­
kerchief from the audience, and by manipulating this with her 
hands produced several yards of material resembling muslin. 
After the form had withdrawn into the cabinet the handkerchief 
was thrown out over the top of the curtains.

I was called up to see the form of an Indian, who shook my 
hand with a firm grip and said he was ‘much glad to see me.’ 
I looked very closely at his facj and found that it was in­
completely formed. The sockets round the eyes appeared to be 
loose. This was the case also with regard to the mouth. The 
eyes and mouth appeared to be a relatively loose insertion 
into a face, the rest of which was comparatively solid. This 
peculiarity appeared also in the face of a female figure, to 
which I was called up on a subsequent evening. This figure 
asked to kiss my face, which experience, under the circum­
stances, was not exactly pleasant. I could not recognise the 
features. It whispered the word ‘ Louise,’ which is the name of 
a living person with whom I am connected, but it made no other 
statement.

I noticed that, generally speaking, the forms said very few 
words, and these in a whisper, difficult to distinguish. Some­
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SPIRIT IDENTITY.
By Edina.

(Continued from page 582.)

1 now deal, in conclusion, with the verification of the two 
messages referred to in my last article. As I have said, our 
visitor took both of these away with him. promising to let me 
hear as speedily as possible how far the details given therein 
coincided with fact. The following day (October 28th) I re­
ceived a letter from him in which he stated inter alia: 1. That 
the late Colonel G., C.B., died about thirteen months ago. 
The correct date was furnished ; but it is unnecessary to give it, 
as I do not wish further to disclose identity. 2. The age of the 
deceased colonel when he ‘ joined the majority ’ was, as stated 
in the message, fifty-five. 3. The deceased’s Christian name was 
not William (so far as appeared from the obituary notice in the 
* Times ’), but a very peculiar one beginning with W. To that 
extent the message was incorrect. 4. The deceased colonel passed 
over while he was residing at Hall, a country seat situated in 
Suffolk, being the place mentioned in the message; but the 
nearest ‘populous ’ place or post town which was also mentioned 
in the message was Herdsfort, while the obituary notice in the 
‘Times’ designated it as ‘Halesworth.’ It is possible, however, 
that a person living in the district might be able to clear this 
last discrepancy up, as the two names are not very unlike each 
other, and local names often vary in spelling and pronunciation 
among the ‘ natives.’ My informant also said in his letter re­
garding the communication : ‘ The writing of the name and the 
address is not unlike Colonel G.’s handwriting ; the remainder 
of the letter is not so.’ This is quite accurate, so far as the 
latter part of the message is concerned, as it is in the caligraphy 
of Professor Sandringham. My correspondent further adds : 
‘ I must say I think G. ’s case the best we have had yet. Of 

course the announcement, as I have written it, appeared in the 
“ Times,” but if a sceptic says your daughter could have copied 
it, and remembered it, why did she not make the story com­
plete, and get the very singular Christian name right and the 
rest of the address also correct ? ’

This view is, in my judgment, a sound one ; but I have 
further to add (1) That the ‘ Times’ newspaper was never in my 
house, for I read it at my club ; and (2) that when Colonel 
G.’s demise appeared in the ‘Times,’ we were resident in 
the country, where the ‘ Times ’ was not accessible to mej and 
still less to my daughter.

I may here repeat what has been mentioned by me before in 
these columns, that the failure on the part of a communicator to 
correctly give his Christian name is not at all uncommon in my 
experience. Four instances at this moment occur to me —viz., 
an Edinburgh advocate, within three weeks after he passed over, 
wrote his name ‘John,’ instead of ‘Robert’; another member 
of the Bar, within a year of his demise, designated himself as 
‘ George Alexander M.,’ instead of ‘ James M.’ ; the old Post­
master of C——, a few years after passing on, in a first message 
to us designated himself as ‘William,’ instead of ‘David’; but in 
his second message wrote it correctly ; and an Edinburgh Writer 
to the Signet, some years after decease, described himself to us 
as ‘ John,’ instead of ‘ Robert,’ and suppressed his middle name, 
which he always wrote in full when in earth life. Yet in all 
these three messages the internal evidence of identity was very 
strong ; and, indeed, in one case it was overwhelming.

With regard to the testamentary document which Colonel 
G. stated in the message he had left among the books at - --- -
Hall, where he was residing at the time of his demise, I am 
afraid this must remain an unsolved mystery ; being either a 
mis-statement of fact, or, if true, cannot be verified, simply be­
cause we do not choose to make the necessary inquiries on the 
spot, in view of what I may designate the ‘uncanny,’ or what 
the Psychical Researcher would call the ‘ supernormal ’ nature 
of the communication. There, at least, for the present, the 
matter must rest, so far as we are concerned.

I now deal briefly and lastly with the case of Captain James 
D. S., of the — — Fusiliers. Our visitor, in his letter to me of 
October 28th, stated there were no old Army Lists kept at his 
club, and he could not enlighten me further as to J. D. S. 
ever having existed. Fortunately, I was able, after a good 
deal of trouble, to examine, in the library of a friend, 
two old Army Lists—one for 1888 and another for 1892—being 
the only two which he had on his shelves. In the ‘ List ’ for the

first-mentioned year I found, under the head of the----- Fusiliers,
the name of Captain J. D. S., with a statement of the various 
steps he had gone through before reaching the rank of captain ; 
while, on examining the List for 1892, I found his name had 
disappeared from the record of the ------Fusiliers ; so, I presume,
he must have passed over during the three years intervening 
between 1888 and 1892. I made inquiries at my club, but found 
the Army List for the past years had not been filed there, so 
I am unable to give more particular details of the date of the 
captain’s removal from the list, either by death or retirement on 
half-pay.

In discussing this case in the family circle, it was recalled 
to my recollection that, about a year ago, the medium and her 
mother were invited by some friends of ours in the West End 
of the city to visit them, and meet a young officer of the same 
name (S.) from Dublin, who was greatly interested in Spiritual­
ism, and that in the course of the evening there appeared on 
the scene, to the clairvoyant vision of our daughter, a person of 
the name of James S., attired in uniform, who, the circle were 
informed by the gentleman in question, was a brother of his 
who had also been in the army, and who had passed over. No 
further information was given, and the whole incident had 
passed from our recollection till the communication now being 
dealt with was received, and it recalled the meeting. It is, I 
consider, highly probiible that this ‘compearer,’ Captain James 
D. S., is the same personage who came under the circumstances 
before detailed a year ago ; but of course we have no further 
information on the subject, and I only chronicle it as a 
coincidence.

Neither of the two persons who wrote the messages by the 
hand of the medium appeared before her at our sitting on 
October 27th, so that we have been unable to verify the likeness 
by means of a photograph, which (in the case of Colonel G.) 
we might have been able to do through our military visitor ; so 
that this link in the chain of identity is wanting.

Summing up these two cases, I remark that although both 
are in some respects unsatisfactory for want of sufficient veri­
fication, and also by reason of an error in the Christian name of 
Colonel G., yet they form a noteworthy chapter in the record of 
spirit identity through automatic writing. There is herewith 
sent to the Editor a note of the names of the several officers 
connected with the manifestations, and he is at liberty to dis­
close them to anyone interested. The name of our military 
visitor is not furnished, but I have given it (in confidence) to 
the Editor of this paper.

I have only further to say that Colonel G. and Captain 
J. D. S. were quite unknown to any of the family prior to the 
visit of the officer above mentioned on October 27th, and I 
have to contend that, in my judgment, there are strong reasons 
for holding that both the persons above named have returned to 
demonstrate (however feebly and imperfectly) their continued 
sentient existence in another sphere, and their desire, if pos­
sible, to make this fact known to a person on this side of the 
same profession as that to which they formerly belonged, with 
whom one of them at least was in close rapport when in earth 
life.
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