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Mediumship,” ¢ Going home,’ ¢ Tributes—prose and poetic ’ :
it also contains portraits of Mr. Colby, his mother and Mr.
Berry, and pictures of Mr. Colby’s birthplace, the first
Spiritual temple, and the present condition of the Fox
cottage. About half the letterpress is occupied with the
¢ Tributes,” and a great deal of the not large remainder con-
sists of eulogistic extracts and information concerning ‘ The
Banner of Light.” It is a pleasant memorial, as we have
said, but in no sense a biography.

‘Unity’ has the following sensible little sermon on a
text from Emerson, ‘ Beware of the man who says, “I am

»),

about to make a revelation”’ :—

When one assumes that he has access to peculiar sources of
ife and light, when one begins to prate about living on a higher
plane than his associates or is persistent in insinuating a lower
spirit to his neighbour ; whenever the soul forgets the univer-
alities of life and is tempted to ignore the common plane upon
which we all stand and the common canopy that overreaches all,
then he is in danger of losing the divine leadings of life. He
cuts short his education and is travelling on the road that leads
to the asylum. Those holders of theories which promptly
dismiss any one who fails to accept their theories as not under-
standing them, arein a critical condition mentally. Single Tarx,
Christian Science, Theosophy, and kindred theories often take
such intense hold on their believers, that they are inclined to
make the assumptions just indicated concerning any who refuse
to accept.  Any or all of these theories may be true and all im-
portant, but their advocates will do well to remember that it is
possible for one to not believe them to the satisfaction of them-
selves and still be sane and moral and perchance spiritual.

And yet, for all that, there are revelations and revealers,

From ¢The Universal Publishing Company’ we have
received the third series of Lady Cook’s social shockers.
As in the first and second series, she is

¢ Still harping on my daughter.’
There is an immense amount of good sense in these blazers,
but, frankly, we think the whole thing is overdone. It is
not a good thing to pull aside all curtains and tell every-

thing ; and even Lady Cook’s ideal woman will need her
veils and reticences—or she will be hateful.

¢ The Palmist,’ for November, contains prints of the
hands of a nun, and a long and minute reading of them—a
curious study.

‘The New Unity’ (U.S.) is never without its touches of
intellectual and spiritual beauty just beyond the average
and the ordinary. Here is one, a very simple but very
subtile little poem by Kate Kelsey :—

‘ There is no death,’ we hear them say,
The great and good of old,

¢ 'Tis but a change to endless day,
Safe-sheltered in God’s fold.’

But when from life dear love departs,
When cold and still he lies,

What hope is there for aching hearts
Beyond those bending skies ?

¢ The love that fails is not true love,’
We hear a sweet voice say,

¢ For linked with God’s own heart above
True love endures for aye.’

PersoNAL.—Mr. Herbert Burrows asks us to state that the
announcement in ‘ L1GHT ’ that Mrs. Herbert Burrows was pre-
sent at the conversazione at St. James’s Hall was an error. He
is still a widower.

Mr. H. RipEr HaGGARD is engaged in writing a powerful
African tale, named ‘¢ Black Heart and White IHeart,” which
will appear in the New Year's number of the ¢ African Review.’
It is some time since Mr. Haggard has written an African story.

LI H T,
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SPIRITUALISM IN NEW YORK.

By Qu.esTor VITE.

The main interest and activity in Spiritualism in New York
centres around the First Society of Spiritualists, which meets
at Carnegie Hall on Sundays, when, in the morning and evening,
an address is delivered by an inspirational speaker usually, whose
gervices are retained for varying periods, and who is then suc
ceeded by another speaker ; thus providing change and variety
for the audience.

The grestest amount of popular support, however, is accorie
to the Sunday afternoon meetings, when what may be termed s
spiritual variety performance is given. Mediums who wish ¢
make themselves known have the opportunity of coming up1
to the platform and giving what are called ‘tests’ to t:
audience ; that is, of illustrating their phase of mediumship b;
giving what messages, descriptions, &c., may be conveyesi
through them to strangers in the audience, gratuitously. Ther
are then allowed to state their address and terms for private
sittings.  This serves as a very good mode of making them-
selves known, and perhaps opens up incidenta which msy
subsequently entail private sittings, while it also presen:s
a series of interesting incidents to the audience. Strangers
who come in wmay have the opportunity of witnessing
descriptions of friends, and of incidents pertaining to the per-
sonal lives of people whom the mediums have never seen before.
I have seen such ¢ tests’ given very successfully by Mrs. Whitney;
Mrs. Henderson ; Miss Barnes ; Mr. Slater ; Mr. Harlow
Davis and others. It is unnecessary to enter into the details of
such tests, as their general character is sufficiently well known.
One incident occurred, however, which is of interest as showing
the evolution to which the human self is subject when indrawn ;
being a case in which the ex-wife of a man projected the expres-
sion of her enduring affection for her husband, and her approrval
of, and pleasure in, his subsequent re-marriage, and her assurance
of loving care and assistance to both himself and his new wife.
Such tests constitute most conclusive evidence of the continuity
of self-hood and of the possibility of thought-trunsference occur-
ring from disembodied to embodied selves ; more perfectly even
than between embodied selves ; also of the presence of thought-
forms or apparitional-doubles, projected from disembodied selves ;
even as my own apparitional-double has been projected and seen
by friends with whom it conversed, while my embodied self lay
reposing in bed.

The typewriting phenomena which have been twice me
sented on this platform have already been referred to. I wotkd
wish to add, however, that on the second occasion, corners were
torn off the sheets of paper, before they were inserted in the
typewriter by Mrs. Rogers, and were retained by one of the
committee, who subsequently compared the typewritten shee:,
when taken nut of the machine, with the piece retained, thus
constituting a supplementary check in addition to the fact that
the sheet was previously endorsed by Mr. Newton with his
signature. I would further state that when the second séance
was finished I went into the cabinet myself and caused the
door to be closed and the curtains to be let down, as was done
when the medium was locked therein. I found that it was so
dark inside (though the gas jets in the hall had then been turned
up fully) that one could not see the keys of the typewriter in the
adjacent compartment. Further, I found a black curtain (divided
in the centre) hung on the inside of the wire partition which
divided the medium from the typewriter. On inquiry from the
Hon. M. C. Smith, however, he could not affirm whether this
curtain was open or closed when he looked into the outer com-
partment and saw the machine writing without human contact.

Professor Aimes made an interesting statement on Sunday,
November 3rd, on the platform of Carnegie Hall, with regard
to an experience of typewriting without human contact, which
occurred in Chicago during the World’s Fair, in the presence of
another medium, Mrs. Bangs. He sat with the medium and
three other people, who, joining hands, formed a circle round
the machine, in the dark. He himself sat opposite and in front
of the keys, the medium sitting at one side. When the keys
began to operate, without leaving go the hands of his neighbours
he bent his head down over the machine till his face almost
touched the keys, the keys continuing to work. There was not
room, he says, for a hand, spirit or human, to intervene between
his face and the keys. This would apparently infer that the
keys were not worked by a materialised hand, as some suppose.
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SPIRIT IDENTITY.

By EpINA.

(Continued from page 582.)

I now deal, in conclusion, with the verification of the two
messages referred to in iy last article. As I have said, our
visitor took both of these away with him. promising to let me
hear as speedily as possible how far the details given therein
coincided with fact. The following day (October 28th) I re-
ceived a letter from him in which he stated inter alia : 1. That
the late Colonel G., C.B., died about thirteen months ago.
The correct date was furnished ; but it is unnecessary to give it,
as I do not wish further to disclose identity. 2. The age of the
deceased colonel when he ¢ joined the majority’ was, as stated
in the message, fifty-five. 3. The deceased’s Christian name was
not William (so far as appeared from the obituary notice in the
‘Times’), but a very peculiar one beginning with W. To that
extent the message was incorrect. 4. The deceased colonel passed
over while he was residing at —— Hall, a country seat situated in
Suffolk, being the place mentioned in the message; but the
nearest ‘populous’ place or post town which was also mentioned
in the message was Herdsfort, while the obituary notice in the
‘Times’ designated it as ‘Halesworth.” It is possible, however,
that a person living in the district might be able to clear this
last discrepancy up, as the two names are not very unlike each
other, and local names often vary in spelling and pronunciation
among the ‘natives.” My informant also said in his letter re-
garding the communication : ¢ The writing of the name and the
address is not unlike Colonel G.’s handwriting ; the remainder
of the letter is not so.” This is quite accurate, so far as the
latter part of the message is concerned, as it is in the caligraphy
of Professor Sandringham. My correspondent further adds
‘I must say I think G.’s case the best we have had yet. Of
<course the announcement, as I have written it, appeared in the
““ Times,” but if a sceptic says your daughter could have copied
1t, and remembered it, why did she not make the story com-
plete, and get the very singular Christian name right and the
rest of the address also correct ?’

This view is, in my judgment, a sound one ; but I have
further to add (1) That the * Times’ newspaper was never in my
house, for I read it at my club ; and (2) that when Colonel
G.’s demise appeared in the ‘Times,’ we were resident in
the country, where the ¢ Times ’ was not accessible to me, and
still less to my daughter.

I may here repeat what has been mentioned by me before in
these columns, that the failure on the part of a communicator to
correctly give his Christian name is not at all uncommon in my
experience. Four instances at this moment occur to me—rviz.,
an Edinburgh advocate, within three weeks after he passed over,
wrote his name ¢ John,’ instead of ‘¢ Robert’; another member
of the Bar, within a year of his demise, designated himself as
¢ George Alexander M.,’ instead of ¢James M.’ ; the old Post-
master of C , & few years after passing on, in a first message
to us designated himself as ¢ William,’ instead of ‘David’ ; but in
his second message wrote it correctly ; and an Edinburgh Writer
to the Signet, some years after decease, described himself to us
as ‘ John,’ instead of * Robert,’ and suppressed his middle name,
which he always wrote in full when in earth life. Yet in all
these three messages the internal evidence of identity was very
strong ; and, indeed, in one case it was overwhelming.

With regard to the testamentary document which Colonel
G. stated in the message he had left among the books at ——
Hall, where he was residing at the time of his demise, I am
afraid this must remain an unsolved mystery ; being either a
mis-statement of fact, or, if true, cannot be verified, simply be-
cause we do not choose to make the necessary inquiries on the
spot, in view of what I may designate the ‘uncanny,” or what
the Psychical Researcher would call the ‘supernormal’ nature
of the communication. There, at least, for the present, the
matter must rest, so far as we are concerned.

I now deal briefly and lastly with the case of Captain James
D. S., of the —— Fusiliers. Our visitor, in his letter to me of
October 28th, stated there were no old Army Lists kept at his
club, and he could not enlighten me further as to J.D. S.
ever having existed. Fortunately, I was able, after a good
deal of trouble, to examine, in the library of a friend,
two old Army Lists—one for 1888 and another for 1892—being
the only two which he had on his shelves. In the ‘List’ for the
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first-mentioned year I found, under the head of the——Fusiliers,
the name of Captain J. D. S., with a statement of the various
steps he had gone through before reaching the rank of captain ;
while, on examining the List for 1892, I found his name had
disappeared from the record of the —— Fusiliers ; so, I presume,
he must have passed over during the three years intervening
between 1888 and 1892. I made inquiries at my club, but found
the Army List for the past years had not been filed there, so
I am unable to give more particular details of the date of the
captain’s removal from the list, either by death or retirement on
half-pay.

In discussing this case in the family circle, it was recalled
to my recollection that, about a year ago, the medium and her
mother were invited by some friends of ours in the West End
of the city to visit them, and meet a young officer of the same
name (S.) from Dublin, who was greatly interested in Spiritual-
ism, and that in the course of the evening there appeared on
the scene, to the clairvoyant vision of our daughter, a person of
the name of James S., attired in uniform, who, the circle were
informed by the gentleman in question, was a brother of his
who had also been in the army, and who had passed over. No
further information was given, and the whole incident had
passed from our recollection till the communication now being
dealt with was reccived, and it recalled the meeting. Itis, I
consider, highly probable that this ‘compearer,’ Captain James
D. 8., is the same personage who came under the circumstances
before detailed a year ago ; but of course we have no further
information on the subject, and I only chronicle it as a
coincidence.

Neither of the two persons who wrote the messages by the
hand of the medium appeared before her at our sitting on
October 27th, so that we have been unable to verify the likeness
by mcans of a photograph, which (in the case of Colonel G.)
we might have been able to do through our military visitor ; so
that this link in the chain of identity is wanting.

Summing up these two cases, I remark that although both
are in some respects unsatisfactory for want of sufficient veri-
fication, and also by reason of an error in the Christian name of
Colonel G., yet they form a noteworthy chapter in the record of
spirit identity through automatic writing. There is herewith
sent to the Editor a note of the names of the several officers
connected with the manifestations, and he is at liberty to dis-
close them to anyone interested. The name of our military
visitor i1s not furnished, but I have given it (in confidence) to
the Editor of this paper.

I have only further to say that Colonel G. and Captain
J. D. S. were quite unknown to any of the family prior to the
visit of the officer above mentioned on October 27th, and I
have to contend that , in my judgment, there are strong reasons
for holding that both the persons above named have returned to
demonstrate (however feebly and imperfectly) their continued
sentient existence in another sphere, and their desire, if pos-
sible, to make this fact known to a person on this side of the
same profession as that to which they formerly belonged, with
whom one of them at least was in close rapport when in earth

life. ‘
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