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MR. GEORGE REDWAY,
9, HART STREET, BLOOMSBURY, LONDON, 
Formerly of York-etreet, Covent Garden, and late Director and Manager 
of Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner. and Co., Limited, begs to announce 
that he has RESUMED BUSINESS as a PUBLISHER, on his own 
account, and will be glad to hear from authors with MSS. ready for 
publication, and to consider proposals for new books. Address, as above.

SPIRITISM THE KEYSTONE OF CHRISTIANITY.
:s‘3r .A., ivr. clerk:.

Is. Pust Free, Is. 3d.
Introduction ; Spiritist Doctrine of God, of Spirits, of Plurality of 

Worlds, of Filiation and Relatonships, of Spirit Protectors, of Virtues 
and Vices; on Mediums ; Appendix on Alan Kardec.

‘A very thoughtful and skilful presentation of a singularly fascinating 
subject,’—‘Light.’ ‘ v

‘A synopsis of the views of “Alan Kardec,” the French educationist 
and Spiritualist.’—‘Glasgow Herald.’

SWAN SONNENSCHEIN & CO., Ltd., Paternoster Sq., London.

TO OCCULTISTS AND OTHERS.
for

OLD GERMAN MANUSCRIPT, 180 pp., 
Treating of Alchemy, the Philosopher’s Stone, Elixir 

Vitae, &c.
With interesting Latin Note, signed ‘Vocatus sum Hermes 

Trismegistus. ” Date 1599.
£5 or offer.

H. H., 69, Wharfdale-road, Kings Cross. (Letters for interview.)

BOOKS FOR SALE.
HOWITT'S ‘HISTORY OF THE SUPERNATURAL,’ 2 Vols., 

£1 Is.
OLCOTT’S ‘PEOPLE. FROM THE OTHER WORLD.’ half calf 

10s. 6d.
GREGORY’S ‘LETTERS ON ANIMAL* MAGNETISM,’ half calf 

7s.
The above are fine clean copies in new bindings, and will be sent 

carriage paid on receipt of price.—Address, S. B.^b’IELD. 32, OS WIN­
STREET, KENNINGTON, LONDON, S.E.

Hydropathic & Eleetropathie Establishment 
FOR SALE.

Well furnished and in working order. A fortune to a 
man with capital.

APPLY—ALDRIDGE, HYDRO., WESTON-SUPER-MARE.

CHARMING HEALTHY WINTER RESORT

For Paying Guests, on gentleman’s large
Dairy Farm. Beautiful parks; 60 cows; delightful drives and 

rides (lessons on quiet ladies’ hacks if required) ■ terms from 25s. per 
week.—Mrs. Bogers, Thorington Hall Farm, Saxmundham, Suffolk.

EVERITT à SON,
Tailors and Breeches Makers

ST. MARTIN’S. HOUSE,

CRFSJ4AM STREET, ST. MARTI N’S-LE-CRÏfr D,E.C.
' (FIRST FLOOR).

The newest designs in Trouserings, in Scotch and West of 
England makes. Vicuna and Cheviot Over-Coatings in the 
new Shades. Saxony, Harries, and Tweed Suitings of the best 

manufacture. Samples on application.
Our goods are of unimpeachable quality, and we guarantee a perfect 

fit and the latest style.
Our Spécialité is EVENING DRESS,

And we GUARANTEE absolutely the BEST VALUE IN LONDON- 

‘THE TWO WORLDS,’ for Nov. 22nd, 
Contains a Special Supplement with a fine half-tone 

PORTRAIT of the late MR. TRAILL TAYLOR,
Also an interesting sketch of his SPIRITUALISTIC EXPERIENCES. 

Price One Penny.
‘TWO WORLDS' PUBLICATIONS.

‘ The Homes of the Hereafter,’ and ‘Re-incarnation.’ Trance 
discourses by J. J. Morse. Now ready, Id. each, post fiee, lAd. 
(the two, 2^d).

‘Man’s Message to Man.’ By J. J. Morse. Id., post free, IJd.
‘Heaven Revised.’ A narrative of personal experiences after the change 

called death. Through Mrs. Duffey. A remarkably interesting and 
pleasing description of life on the other side. In paper covers 6d., 
post free 7d.: cloth Is., post free la, l|d.

‘ The Rise and Progress of Modern Spiritualism,’ and its Develop­
ment in Great Britain. An instructive little history which should be 
read by all who are interested in Spiritualism. Paper covers 6d., post 
free 7d. ; cloth Is., post free Is. l^d.

Address, E. W. WALLIS, Manager,‘Two Worlds ’ Office, 18, Corporation­
street, Manchester, 

NOW READY.
THE TRUE STORY OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

The True Story of the Theosophical Society.
By Col. H. S. Olcott, Founder and President of the Society.

Illustrated. 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS, 24, Bedford-street, Strand, London ; 
and New York.

THE NEW SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY.
A large collection of Cabinet Portraits of Spirits on View Daily, 
at 113, Edgware-road, W. (first floor). Offices of ‘The Spiritual 

Review.’ Admission free. Collection to defray the cost.

SECOND-HAND BOOKS.
(One copy only of each of the following Books is for Sale. An early 

application is therefore necessary.)

Letters on Animal Magnetism. By Professor William 
Gregory. Dedicated to his Grace the Duke of Argyll, K.T., F.R.S E. 
This is a very good copy of a rarely-to-be-met-with book. It has 
been out of print for a long time, and copies are very scarce. It is 
one of the best standard* works upon Animal Magnetism, Clair­
voyance, Trance, Hypnotism, Curative Agency of Magnetism, &c 
528pp., cloth, quite clean, 8s. 6d., post free.

Arcana Of Spiritualism. A Manual of Spiritual Science and 
Philosophy. By Hudson Tuttle. Contents : Evidences of Spirit­
ualism ; Animal Magnetism—Its Boundarief, Laws, and Relation to 
Spirit; Spirit—Its Phenomena and Laws : Mediumship during Sleep; 
The Spirit’s Home ; Religious Aspect of Spiritualism, &c. A useful 
and practical book. Cloth, 450pp., 4s. 6d.; post free.

From Matter to Spirit. The Result of Ten Years’ Expeiiencea 
in Spirit Manifestations. Intended as a guide to inquirers. By Mrs. 
De Morgan, with a Preface by Professor De Morgan. This is a 
very handsomely-bound copy of a very rare and scarce book. 
Bound in half calj, ornamental library binding, marbled edges, good 
as new, 12s. 6d., post free.

Concerning Spiritualise-45y Gerald Massey. Scarce; 2s., 
post free.

Ghost Lore and Other Stories. By Owlet. 160pp., new 
copy, 9d., post free.

‘Twixt TWO Worlds A Narrative of the Life and Work of W. 
Eglinton. By John S. Farmer. 40 illustrations; and etching by J. 
J. Tissot. Post free, 6s. 6d.

Man; His True Nature and Ministry. Translated from the 
French of Louis Claude de SaK? Martin. By Edward Borton 
Penny. Very scarce ; 5s, 6d.; post free.

An Essay on Spiritual Evolution Considered in its Bearing 
upon Modern Spiritualism. Science, aud Religion. By J. P. B. New 
clean copy, gilt edges, cloth, loOpp. 25". 9d. post free.

People from the Other World. By Henry S. Olcott. 
Profusely illustrated. With autograph of* Henry S. Olcott. This 
book is now out of print and very sparce. Quite clean, new copy, 
490f p., cloth, 10s. 6d. ------------—।-------

Office of ‘Light,’ A’-buKif Street. Adelphi, W.C.
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Jflriiiumship, ^Hesmetism, etc.

Healing ART.-F.OMERiN,G.C.E.R.,K.Ch.nL,
Fellow of several Scientific and other Learned Societies.— 

S^Bülstbode-btreet, Cavendish-square. W.

Madame Greek, 46, Finborough-road, South 
-bX Kensington, S.W. Private Seances by appointment; or at 
home daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Medical only.

Dr. Mack will attend patients by appoint­
ment. Defective Eyesight a speciality.—10, Sill wood-place, Brighton.

Hypnotic Control.—Mr. A. W. Laundy, 
XX Hypnotist, Psychologist, &c., whose great power is admitted hyoid 
experienced hypnotisers, treats subjects and patients hypnotically and 
mesmerically for Spiritualistic or medical purposes. By appointment. 
London or Brighton, 45, Havelock-road, Brighton.

Curative Magnetism.—Mr. W. II. Edwards, 
whose remarkable cures in cases of Paralysis, Epilepsy, Insomnia, 

and Nervous Disorders, are well authenticated, may be consulted between 
11 and 4, or by appointment. Mr. Edwards’s guides diagnose and locate 
disease. Relief from pain guaranteed.—45, Margaret-street, Cavendish 
square, W.

Mrs. Spring, Clairvoyante and Trance Medium.
At home, except on Sundays, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., for Private Sittings. 

By letter first.—Private Circles attended.—245. Kentish Town-road. N.W. 

Successful Psychometry and Clairvoyance, by 
k_7 Mrs. Graddon, at 5, Nottingham-terrace, Marylebone road. At 
home daily. 11 till 5 (by appointment preferred). Tuesdays, Circle, 8 pm. 

Magnetic Healing, Diagnosis of Diseases, 
_1_lL Business Clairvoyance. Private Sittings; Testimonials and Refer­
ences. Fifteen years’experience. Free Healing. Sundays, at 11 a.m.; 
Developing Circles, Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 7.45 p.m. Doors closed 
at 8 o’clock —Mrs. S. H. Jackson. 98, Gt. Portland-street. W

Miss Lottie Fowler, the Gifted Test Medium.
—Questions by mail, 10s. 6d.—326, Courtland-street, Baltimore, 

Maryland, U.S.A.

Mr. J. J. Vango, Clairvoyant and Healing
Medium. At home daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., or by appointment. 

Applicants visited at their own residence if required. Seances for 
investigators Monday and Thursday evenings, at 8 p.m.—43, Cambridge­
gardens, North Kensington, W. (close to Notting Hill Station).

Mrs. Brenchley, Normal Clairvoyant and
Healing Medium. Certificated Lady’s Nurse. Massage if required. 

Hours 12 till 4, or by appointment. Ill, St. Thomas’s-road, Finsbury 
Park, N.

Astrology.—Helios (commended by J. J.
Morse, the late ‘ M.A (Oxon.)’ and J. Bums) delineates Character, 

Abilities, Business Prospects, Health, Marriage, &c., tec.—Write for 
circular to J. Helios, 1, Pratt-street, Halifax.ASTROLOGY IS AN EXACT SCIENCE.

Instruction Given in all its Branches, either verbally or by 
correspondence, in which particulir attention is given to the esoteric side 
of astrology. Satisfaction guaranteed. For full particulars address

AlanA.e0’......................................
Editor, 1 Modern Astrology,

1 and 2, Bouverie-street, Fleet-street, London, E.C.
JUST ISSUED.

THE FIRST TNT TTZMEBZHJIR, OF THEMagnetic and Botanic Family Physician.
IN MONTHLY PARTS. Price 3d., or 3^d post free

Concise instructions will be given in this work, which is much enlarged 
and improved, for the safe treatment of every disease by Organic Mag­
netism. Lactopathy, or the Milk Cure, and safe non-poisonous Botanic 

Medication, &c.
By D, YOUNGER, President of the College and School of Safe Medicine 

Registered 1893.

Published by E. W. ALLEN, 4, Ave Maria Lane.
To be had also at 20, New Oxford-street, London, W.C., where D. Younger 
receives Patients daily from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., for Consultation, Magnetic 

Manipulation, &c. Terms moderate.

DR.

COITGH remedy
CURES COUGHS, COLDS, BRONCHITIS, and all difficulties 

of the Respiratory Organs, not only of Adults, 
but also Children and Infants

It combines soothing, balsamic, expectorant, and healing properties. 
To be obtained from Messrs. Barclay and Sons, Farringdon-street, E.C., 
and all Chemisis, or post free from the Proprietor.

Price per Bottle, Is. l|d.
Prepared only by JAMES McGEARY, 10, Sillwood 

Place, Brighton.

Originally Established, 1883.

MRS. J. J. MORSE’S HOTEL,
FLORENCE HOUSE,

26, OSNABURGH STREET, REGENT’S PARK, LONDON, N.W.
The Only Spiritualist Hotel in London.

The Hotel is very centrally situated. All Places of Amusement, Busi­
ness, or General Interest are easily and cheaply accessible. The main 
lines of railway have their termini within a shilling cab ride. Omnibuses 
from and to nearly all railways and places of amusement pass within 
ten doors of the house..............................................

Every attention is paid to cleanliness and comfort, by which, combined 
with moderate charges, the Hotel has always been so well and 
favourably known as a “Home from Home ” by its many patrons.

Full tariff sent, post free. Letters and telegrams promptly attended 
to. Address all communications to Mrs. J. J. Morse.

& SAINSBURY’S
Lavender Water.

From English Lavender Flowers, and most choice and delicate scents.

Manufactory: 176, 177, STRAND, LONDON.
Sold throughout the Country in Bottles from 1s to 16s. 6d.

Established over Half a Century.

ESTABLISHED 1876.

A U D Y,
TAILOR,

30, COCKSPUR STREET (First Floor), CHARING CROSS.
WINTER OVERCOATS.................................... from £2 10s.
DRESS SUITS ................................................................ £4 4s.
TROUSERS............................................................. „ £0 16s.

Mr. Audy carries on his busine s on a system which insures 
the test value to customers.

‘The Metaphysical Magazine/ devoted to
X Occult, Philosophic, and Scientific Research ; Mental Healing and 

Pay chic Phenomena. The only first-class magazine in the world devoted 
to the higher or Metaphysical side of every important subject of life, 
presented in a trustworthy manner by the best writers of the day in all 
parts of the world. Yearly subscription, 2|dol.; single copies, 25 cents. 
In foreign countries, 3'25 dol. per annum. For sale by Gay and Bird, 
5, Chandos-street, Strand, London, W. C. Issued monthly by The 
Metaphysical Publishing Company, 503, Fifth-avenue, New York.

‘ I ucifer : ’ a Theosophical Monthly. This 
XJ magazine is devoted to inquiry into Religion, Metaphysics, Philo­

sophy, Psychology, and the Occult Sciences. Its standpoint is purely 
unsectarian, and its columns are open to free discussion of these subjects. 
Price Is. 6d.; subscription, post free, 17s. 6d. per annum.—London : The 
Theosophical Publishing Company, 7, Duke-street, Adelphi, W.C.

‘The Coming Day’ (John Page Hopps’
X Monthly) : for the advocacy of the Religion of Humanity, based 

on the permanent foundations of the Fatherhood of God and the Brother­
hood of Man. Price 3d.—London : Williams & Norgate, Henrietta-street, 
Covent Garden. One copy will be regularly sent to any address for 
3s. 6d. a year. “

‘ The Lyceum Banner : ’ a monthly journal
X for Conductors, Leaders, and Members of the Children’s Progres­

sive Lyceum. Edited by J. J. Morse, assisted by Florence Morse. 
All who desire to know the work the Lyceum is doing for the diffusion of 
Spiritualism among the young should read the ‘ Lyceum Banner.’ Id., or 
Is. 6d. per year, post free. Special terms to Lyceums. Issued for the 
first Sunday in each month at Florence House, 26, Osnaburgh-street 
Euston-road, London, N.W.

‘ Danner of Light: ’ the oldest journal in the 
XJ world devoted to the Spiritual Philosophy. Issued weekly at 9, 

Bosworth-street, corner Province-street, Boston, Mass. Business Manager, 
Isaac B. Rich ; Editor, John W. Day ; Associate Editor, Henry W. 
Pitman. Aided by a large corps of able writers. The ‘ Banner ’ is a 
first-class family newspaper, embracing a Literary Department; Reports 
of Spiritual Lectures ; Spirit Message Department; Reports of Spiritual 
Phenomena, and Contributions by the most talented writers in the world, 
&c., &c. Terms of subscription, in advance, to any foreign country em­
braced in the Universal Postal Union, per year, 12s. 6d. ; six months 
6s. 6d. J. J. Morse, 26, Osnaburgh-street, Euston-roal, London, N.W., 
will receive subscriptions for the ‘ Banner of Light ’ as above. Specimen 
copies sent free. “

‘ The Two Worlds: ’ the People’s popular
_L Penny Spiritual paper. Edited by E. W. Wallis. Sent post free 

to new readers for twenty-four weeks for 2s. 6d. The 1 Two Worlds ’ is 
devoted to the phenomena and philosophy of Spiritualism. It con­
tains a complete chronicle of the movement in Great Britain, and has an 
able staff of contributors. Specimen copies l£d., post free. Published 
at 73a, Corporation-street, Manchester. Sold at Spiritualists’ meetings 
and by all newsvendors to order. ‘ "

K.Ch.nL
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SOCIETY WORK.

Welcome Hall, 218, Jubilee-street, Mile End.—On 
Sunday last Mr. Bradley’s guides gave an interesting address, 
which was appreciated by a large audience. On Sunday next Miss 
Marsh will give clairvoyance. Strangers are kindly requested to 
come early in order to obtain seats. On Thursday, November 
28th, a public meeting for inquirers, which will be held from 
this date till further notice, at 8.30 p.m.—E. Flint, Sec.

Stratford Society of Spiritualists.—On Sunday next 
Mr. Veitch will occupy our platform, and on Friday next Mrs. 
Challis, on behalf of the West Ham Hospital, will give a trance 
address, subject, ‘ The Power of the Spirit.’ We hope all 
friends will endeavour to make this meeting a thorough success 
in all respects. On Sunday last, Mr. Boddington delivered an 
instructive address, which was much appreciated by the large 
audience. Our half-yearly meeting will take place on the first 
Sunday in December (the first day of the month), after the 
services, when we hope all the members will endeavour to be 
present. Business of importance.—Thos. MacCallum, Hon. Sec.

Cardiff.—St. John’s Hall, St. John's-square.—On Sunday 
last we were privileged to listen again to the inspirers of Mrs. 
M. H. Wallis, of Manchester. The addresses, viz., ‘Spiritual 
Spiritualism ’ and ‘Glimpses of the Great Beyond,’were both 
very able, practical, and spiritually helpful efforts, highly worthy 
of more extended notice. After the evening address Mrs. Wallis 
gave five amply detailed clairvoyant descriptions, all of which 
were fully recognised. On the 18th inst., at the society’s rooms 
in Custom House-street, Mrs. Wallis gave replies to questions, 
followed by clairvoyant descriptions. Speaker next Sunday 
evening, Mr. E. Adams --E. A.

Islington, Wellington Hall.—On Sunday last we had a 
crowded meeting, some friends being unable to gain admission. 
A friend was kind enough to bring a dozen spirit photos, which 
were handed round to the audience; and another had brought the 
spirit photo of his wife, he himself being the sitter. A great 
deal of interest was manifested in these pictures by many of 
the friends, to whom such things were unfamiliar. After a 
hymn and prayer, Mr. Rodger read an article from ‘Light,’ 
entitled, ‘ Spiritualism versus Spiritism.’ Mrs. Jones, under the 
influence of James Burns, gave a long address, in which he ex­
pressed his great desire to work for the upliftment of Spiritual­
ism. Mr. Jones spoke, and a few questions were answered.— 
A. W. T.

South London Spiritualists’ Mission.—Owing to circum­
stances over which she had no control, Miss MacCreadie was 
unable to be with us, but she very considerately sent us an able 
substitute in the person of Mr. White—a stranger to most of 
the congregation—who, in a chatty, pleasant, and at times serious 
manner, dealt with the many subjects dear to the heart of every 
Spiritualist. There were about a hundred persons present. 
On Sunday evening, December 1st, we are to have a visit from 
Mr. and Mrs. Brenchley, whose clairvoyance has been so strik­
ingly successful at Stratford and elsewhere ; it is therefore 
hoped that a good audience will be present to give a hearty 
greeting to these earnest toilers in the Spiritualistic vineyard.— 
W.P.

23, Devonshire-road, Forest Hill, S.E.—On Sunday last 
Mr. R. Beal gave an excellent lecture. He referred to Christianity 
as propagated by the theologians of past and present times, 
pointing out the bloodshed and cruelty that had been necessary 
to compel men to subjugate their reason to a blind faith. 
Quotations were made from the literature of the Christian 
World, particularly the description of hell given by the late 
C. H. Spurgeon in the ‘Published Sermons,’ Series II., chap. 17, 
p. 275. Mr. Beal then dealt with Spiritualism, showing how 
much nearer the Nazarene’s teaching the Spiritualist approaches 
than do the orthodox theologians. On Sunday next, at 7 p.m., 
Mrs. Whitaker, address and clairvoyance.—J. B.

Peckham Spiritual Mission, Chepstow Hall.—On Tues­
day last we held our usual circle, which was attended with 
excellent results, under the direction of Mr. Rice. We received 
on Wednesday notice of withdrawal from our society of Mr. W. 
H. Edwards, who has been president for the last two months. 
The society will, however, be carried on as before. Will friends 
kindly take notice, and give us their hearty support ? On Sun­
day next Mr. and Mrs. Brenchley will occupy our platform. 
Subject of discourse, ‘ Objections to Spiritualism.’ We are 
looking forward to their coming, as Mr. Brenchley’s addresses 
and Mrs. Brenchley’s clairvoyance are thoroughly appreciated at 
our hall. Tuesday, circle at 8 o’clock. —J. C. Jones, Hon. 
Sec.

Cavendish Rooms, 51, Mortimer-street, W.—On Sunday 
last Mr. W. E. Long (of Camberwell) delivered an address ex­
planatory of, and relating to, ‘ Spiritual Gifts.’ Although, of 
necessity, traversing the well-worn path as trodden by St. Paul 
when instructing the Church at Corinth as to spiritual gifts, 
Mr. Long never wearied the numerous audience assembled, but 
succeeded in deeply interesting all. With marked ability, 
characterised by that vividness of description and freshness of 
detail which are always apparent in his addresses, Mr. Long 
traced the growth of spiritual gifts, giving most valuable advice I 

as to their cultivation, and showed the blessings accruing from 
a right use of, and reverential attention to, these gifts. Mr. Long 
is always sure of a hearty reception when visiting Cavendish 
Rooms, and last Sunday’s audience again testified to their keen 
appreciation of his valuable services to Spiritualism. Next 
Sunday, at 7 p.m., Mrs. Wallis (from Manchester) will deliver 
an inspiration address, entitled, ‘ Is Man Free ? ’ followed by 
clairvoyance.—L. H.

We are requested to state that Mrs. Graddon has now re­
moved to her new address, 5, Nottingham-terrace, Marylebone- 
road (see advt.) The usual meeting will be held on Tuesday 
next at 8 p.m.

RECEIVED.

‘Lucifer.’ (London: 7, Duke-street, Adelphi, W.C. Price 
Is. 6d.)

‘The Theosophist.’ (London: 7, Duke-street, Adelphi, W.C. 
Price 2s.)

‘The Metaphysical Magazine,’ for December. (London agents: 
Gay & Bird, 22, Bedford-street, Strand, W.C. 25 cents.)

‘ Essays by Lady Cook on Social Topics.’ Third series. (The 
Universal Publishing Company, 110 and 111, Strand, W.C. 
Price 6d.)

‘The Palmist and Chirological Review,’for November. Price 
6d. ‘The Senate,’ for November. Price 6d. (London: 
The Roxburghs Press, 3, Victoria-street, S.W.)

‘How to Thought-Read.’ By James Coates, Ph.D., F.A.S. 
A Manual of Instruction in the Strange and Mystic in 
Daily Life. (London : Hay, Nisbet & Co., Bouverie-street, 

. E.C. Price Is.) _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _
‘ The British Phrenological Year Book, for 1896. Illustrated. 

Contains a Phrenological Sketch of W. T. Stead ; also Dr, 
A. R. Wallace’s Testimony. (London : Nichols & Co., 
23, Oxford-street, W. Price Is.)

‘ The Review of Reviews,’ for December, with Character Sketch 
of Herbert Spencer and his Philosophy, and the book of 
the month, ‘ The Sorrows of Satan ’ and of Marie Corelli, 
(London : 125, Fleet-street, E.C. Price 6d.)

Creeds in the Life Beyond.—There has of late been con­
siderable discussion as to the possibility of the spirits not being 
reliable authorities in the matter of describing their conditions ; 
that in fact you can get all sorts of statements from the spirit 
world. It would really be the most marvellous place in existence 
if this were not so. A world in which everybody agrees has 
only one more thing to accomplish, and that is its own death. 
Unanimity of sentiment and opinion, that is the most disastrous 
thing that can afflict a community, and in the condition we 
have referred to, you not only find all sorts and conditions 
of people, but of opinion and social relationship, and from this 
plane come the great bulk of communications you receive. For 
the Protestant is a Protestant still, the Dissenter is a Dissenter 
still, and the Nothingarian remains a Nothingarian ; and each 
and all, by that singular fatuity of thought which possesses all 
of them, can find in their own experience an absolute confirma­
tion of the truth of their own earthly opinions.»—From a Trance 
Address through Mr. J. J. Morse.

WORKS BY MR. STAINTON MOSES.

MAY BE HAD AT THE OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT.’

Direct Writing by Supernormal Means: A 
Record of Evidence for Spirit-Action in the manner before called 
Psychography. By “ M.A. (Oxon.)” (W. Stainton Moses). 
Price 9d.

Visions; or Teachings given to “ M. A.(Oxon.)”
( W.StaintonMoses). Reprinted from “Light. ’ Price lid., post free.

i Memorial Edition of ‘ Spirit Teachings/ 
* v with P jJGfiit of W. Stainton Moses and a Biography by Mr. 
Charlton T. Speer. Price 4s. 6d.: postage 4$d. Copies may 
be obtained from the Office of ‘Light,’ 2, Duke-street, Adelphi, 
London, W. J.; E. W. Allen, 4, Ave Maria-lane, London, E.C. ; or from 
Messrs. Colby & Rich, Office of the 1 Banner of Light,’ Boston, Mass. 
U.S.A.

‘ '|'he Agnostic Journal and Eclectic Review.’
J Edited by 1 Saladin.’ Every Thursday, price 2d. The only 

journal of advanced thought of the overt and aggressive order 
that has broken away from the ‘ Freethought ’ traditions of Richard 
Carlile and his school to adopt a policy compatible with the higher moral 
tone and riper culture of modern times. It distinctly repudiates the 
crude sedition in politics and the revolting prurience in sociology which 
have for so long made popular ‘ Freethought ’ a byeword with all whose 
adherence would be of value. Free by post on the following terms — 
Quarterly, 2s. 8J1.; half-yearly, 5s. od.; yearly 10s. 101,— London ; 
W. Stewart & Co.. 41. Farringdon-street,



iv LIGHT [November 23, 1895.STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED TO ORDER,
for c^-sia: O3srL"y_

Post Free from the office of‘LIGHT’ at the prices quoted.

‘Desearches in the Phenomena of Spiritual­
ly ism.’ By William Crookes, F.R.S. Handsome cloth

Illustrated. 5 s. 3d.

‘Jpootfalls on the Boundary of Another
1 World.’ With narrative illustrations. By Robert Dale Owen. 

Post 8vo, 7s. 10|d.

6 debatable Land between this World and the 
I ’ Next.’ With illustrative narrations. By Robert Dale Owen. 

Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 7e. 10^d.

‘Threading my Way : Twenty-seven years of
1 Autobiography.’ By Robert Dale Owen. Crown 8vo, 7s. 10^d.

‘Ilafed, Prince of Persia’: His Experience in 
11 Earth-Life and Spirit-Life, being Spirit Communications received 

through Mr. David Duguid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Medium. With 
an Appendix containing communications from the Spirit Artists, Ruisda! 
and Steen. 592pp 4s.

‘TJermes, a Disciple of Jesus His Life and
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

We are sometimes asked : ‘And what, after all, is the 
use of Spiritualism?’ Well, it has many uses; but is it 
nothing to have, in one’s belief in a future life, the strong 
thread of contact with fact 1 Here is a fragment of one of 
many touching letters on the subject:—

What I want is to learn what Spiritualism can tell us of our 
connection with the future life. Is there anything one can lay 
hold of with confidence in it ? I have felt, through the later 
part of my life, such comfort and faith in our simple religious 
views, that I have been greatly distressed to find that when I 
came closely to face death, as I have once or twice during 
my severe illness, instead of the peace of mind I had hoped for, 
difficulties and disquieting doubts were arising which would not 
be set aside ; such as : ‘ Shall we indeed meet those dear ones 
who are gone before?’ ‘How can we be sure of this?’ &c. 
This is what I want to seek. Is there anything in Spiritualism 
that will comfort one ? I have never studied the science, nor do 
I know anyone who has, but I know from your work that you 
could guide me.

Some one has sent us a pamphlet on Madame de Stael, 
by Helen Hinsdale Rich. It is published at Chicago, 
United States, and we gather that the pamphlet has been 
frequently used as a lectur e, which ‘ entranced one of 
the most refined and intellectual audiences ever brought 
together in America.’ We are rather sorry for it. The 
lecture has its good points, but it is a showy, Parisian though 
anti-republican, sort of thing, and strongly aristocratic, 
with a rough jibe at ‘ Carlyle (the literary dyspeptic) ’ and 
‘ the ghoul of poor little Jane Carlyle,’ and another jibe at 
Cromwell, ‘ the canting, impious hypocrite.’ We have 
been long aware of the growth of a Tory aristocracy in 
America. Is this a sign of it ?

Are we not a trifle too fond of talking about ‘ wicked­
ness ’ ? Certainly there is much vague talk on that subject. 
We said to a friend the other day : ‘ A good deal of 
“ wickedness ” is custom, habit, point of view, ignorance, 
goodness in the making, or goodness gone wrong, but 
especially misdirected nature.’ Surely the angels are very 
pitiful, because they understand ; though none the less do 
they detest real wickedness.

We had written thus far, when a friend sent us the 
following message which he had received by automatic 
writing: —

It is not an easy task for anyone to form a just estimate of 
life-work. So much has to be reckoned with ; the motive which 
prompts the action, the aim in view—must all be taken into 
account before the life-work of any individual can be fairly 
pronounced upon. The judgments men pass on one another 
are mostly hard and unjust ; but here, with a wider outlook and 
a more loving and merciful spirit, the verdict is different.

Goodness is not always acknowledged, because not seen. A 
superficial goodness is often spurious, and the judgment of the 
world is so hasty that the real divine spark of goodness, which is 

hidden away and possibly slumbering in the heart, is altogether 
overlooked. So it will come to pass, in the day when all things 
are made manifest and we see with a clearer vision, that there 
is a soul of goodness in things men call evil.

How careful you should be in putting on your labels ‘ good ’ 
and ‘ evil’ ! Once affix the label and argument is useless ; there 
is no appeal when the world has put the label on to any man’s 
action.

By a general consensus of opinion of those who are on this 
side, the labelling process, which is carried on to such a large 
extent with you, is one of the chief causes of that lack of 
charity which is so distressing, and so hard to put right again. 
An open mind is to be sought after and cultivated, and finality 
in pronouncing judgment is most, reprehensible, especially if you 
remember how finite and insignificant you are.

It is just possible that some of our ardent propagandists 
may miss their way in paying too much attention to the 
old creeds of Christendom. It is hardly our business to 
fight them, and it may be wasteful on our part to do so. We 
commend to them a poem by Oliver Wendell Holmes which 
has lately come to light, and has just been published for 
the first time. There is great charm in the summons to the 
young age to ignore the old creeds, and to leave the old 
hands to fight them : —

Why linger round the sunken wrecks 
Where old Armadas found their graves ?

Why slumber on the sleepy decks
While foam and clash the angry waves ?

Up ! when the storm-blast rends the cloud, 
And winged with ruin sweeps the gale, 

Young feet must climb the quivering shrouds 
Young hands must reef the bursting sail !

Leave us to fight the ‘ tyrant ’ creeds
Who felt their shackles, feel their scars ;

The cheerful sunlight little heeds
The brutes that prowl beneath the stars ;

The dawn is here, the day star shows
The spoils of many a battle won,

But sin and sorrow still are foes
That face us in the morning sun.

Who sleeps beneath yon bannered mound 
The proudly sorrowing mourner seeks, 

The garland-bearing crowd surrounds ?
A light-haired boy with beardless cheeks !

”1 is time this ‘ fallen world ’ should rise ;
Let youth and sacred work begin !

What nobler task, what fairer prize
Than earth to save and Heaven to win ?

We have received some copies of a useful leaflet,' What 
is Spiritualism?’ (‘Two Worlds’ Publishing Company, 
Manchester.) It is temperate, clear, devout, enlightening. 
We have probably yet to learn how to use such silent 
messengers.

There are a few people left who still hold out against 
the doctrine of evolution in relation to human development. 
They probably hope that something may yet turn up to save 
creation by miracle, in the sense of sudden interference 
from beyond the veil. They will be disappointed. So far 
from this brilliant doctrine being overturned, we think it is 
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destined to be used for much wider applications. Professor 
Le Conte has lately set this forth in a rather taking way. 
He says :—

Evolution is now, therefore, applied to practical life, because 
it has passed from the domain of vague philosophic speculation 
into that of definite scientific knowledge. This change has not 
taken place all at once, but only by the successive labours of 
many men, each contributing his own characteristic part. It 
was the part of Lamarck to awaken scientific attention and 
deeply stir the scientific mind. It was the part of Darwin to 
convince the scientific mind of the truth of the evolution of the 
organic kingdom. It was the part of Spencer to extend the law 
of evolution to embrace every department of nature, and thus 
to make it applicable to society, to religion, and to education. 
It was the part of Huxley to fight the battles of evolution and 
to conquer its acceptance by the intelligent but unscientific 
public. It was and is the part of American evolutionists to 
complete the evidence from paleontology where it was weakest, 
and also—for. we are less hampered by tradition here than else­
where—to apply it fearlessly, yet I hope reverently, to religious 
and social thought.

For some occult reason we like this story from the 
American ‘ Christian Advocate —-

A Chinaman applied for the position of cook in a family in 
one of our Western cities. The lady of the house and most of 
the family were members of a fashionable church, and they were 
determined to look well after the character of their servants. 
So when John Chinaman appeared at the door with his applica­
tion, he was asked :—

‘ Do you drink whiskey 1 ’
‘ No,’ said he, * I Clistian man.’
‘ Do you play cards 1 ’
‘ No ; I Clistian man.’
He was employed and gave great satisfaction. He did his 

work well, was honest, upright, correct, and respectful. After 
some weeks the lady gave a ‘ progressive euchre’ party, and had 
wines at the table. John Chinaman was called to serve the 
party, and did so with grace and acceptability. But the next 
morning he waited on the lady and said he wished to quit work.

‘ Why, what is the matter ? ’ she inquired.
John answered : ‘ I Clistian man ; I told you so before ; no 

heathen. No workee for Melican heathen 1 ’
Somehow, there is always something delicious in this 

sort of teaching of highly civilised Christians by ‘ the 
heathen.’

THE PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS.

The Council of the London Spiritualist Alliance have 
had before them a considerable number of letters received 
in response to a circular addressed by the President to 
leading Spiritualists abroad, on the question of the pro­
posed International Congress to be held in London.

With scarcely an exception the replies were decidedly 
in favour of the proposal, but there was a large preponder­
ance of opinion that the Congress should not be held 
sooner than 1897, and from an influential quarter came 
the very pertinent suggestion that 1898 would be the most 
appropriate time, that year marking the Jubilee of the 
origin of the modern Spiritualistic movement. This sug­
gestion met with the full approval of the Council, who will 
accordingly take the necessary steps for its successful 
realisation, in which they confidently hope to have the 
cordial co-operation of their friends in all parts of the world.

Suggestions, offers of papers, Ac., proposals to attend, 
and all other communications may be addressed to the 
President of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 2, Duke­
street, Adelphi, London, W.C.

Editors of Spiritualistic papers abroad will oblige by 
placing this information before their readers.

Mas. Annie Besant will deliver her last two lectures (previous 
to her departure early in December for India) at the Queen’s 
Small Hall, No. 2 entrance, on Sundays, November 24th and 
December 1st, at 7 p.m. Subjects, ‘The Higher Bodies’: 
‘The Man,’

SPIRITUALISM AND THEOSOPHY: THEIR LIKENESS 
AND UNLIKENESS.

By Mr. Herbert Burrows.

On Friday evening, November 15th, at a meeting of the 
members and friends of the London Spiritualist Alliance at the 
French Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall, Mr. Herbert 
Burrows delivered an address on ‘ Spiritualism and Theo­
sophy : Their Likeness and Unlikeness,’ Mr. E. Dawson 
Rogers, the President of the Alliance, occupying the chair.

After some introductory remarks by the President, Mr. 
Burrows took up the subject of the evening.

He had been invited (he said) by the President to address 
the members and friends of the Alliance on the subject of 
Spiritualism and Theosophy, and the points of similarity and 
dissimilarity existing between the two systems. It would be 
his aim, however, to dwell on the points of agreement rather 
than the differences that existed, for although it would be his 
duty to contrast some of the differences between the two modes 
of thought, he wished to emphasise the fact that Spiritualists 
and Theosophists were really in agreement on the great 
fundamental principle of the spiritual nature of man and the 
Universe, and in that respect they could present a firm front 
to the common enemy. It seemed to him that it was only by 
such means they could check the spread of that materialism 
which was accountable for so much of the agnostic pessimism by 
which the thought of the age was so largely dominated, and 
which, if not thoroughly met from a true and sound scientific 
standpoint, would, in the end, pull down Humanity to a lower 
level rather than uplift it. Nevertheless, in spite of the funda­
mental principles upon which Spiritualists and Theosophists 
were at one, there were some radical differences, and, speaking 
as a Theosophist, he wanted to face that fact fully, fairly, and 
frankly at the outset, and he hoped that representatives of both 
systems present that night would lend him their assistance, so 
that in the end they would be able to arrive at some common 
ground of agreement which would bring them together instead of 
separating them as, undoubtedly, they had been separated in the 
past. The Spiritualists, he hoped, on the one side, would believe 
that (as Mr. Page Hopps had observed on the occasion of a recent 
lecture), they were ‘ living in a perfect ocean of the occult,’ and 
that one particular explanation alone was not sufficient to cover 
all the wonders which were everywhere happening, and the 
Theosophists, on the other hand, would, he hoped, remember 
that it was not always well to be quite sure of being the only 
persons who possessed the truth. It would be necessary for both 
parties to give up a little of their particular bias before they 
could arrive at a common ground of agreement.

A good many Theosophists had arrived at their Theosophy by 
way of Spiritualism ; that was partly his own case and also that 
of Mrs. Besant. That fact in itself ought to cause a considerable 
degree of rapprochement between Spiritualists on the one side 
and Theosophists on the other. So far as their features of 
similarity were concerned, both possessed a belief in the 
spiritual nature of man, and both stood in direct opposition to 
materialism and the materialistic orthodoxy of the Churches. 
Roughly speaking, there were two classes of Theosophists on 
the one side, and two classes of Spiritualists on the other, and 
he might classify the two divisions, in each case, as the wise and 
the foolish. He thought there were wise and foolish persons in 
the Spiritualist ranks, and he was quite sure there were wise 
and foolish among the Theosophists. He meant by foolish 
people those who were inclined to take a materialistic view of 
the higher truths. Thus, he knew people among the Theoso­
phists, who, if anything happened in their lives a little out of 
the common, were apt to attribute it to some occult cause (as, 
for instance, black magic) instead of adopting the New­
tonian maxim that where anything happened that was 
explainable by two causes, it was wise to take the 
cause nearer at hand. He had found very much 
the same thing amongst Spiritualists (although not so 
much now as in the past), where he had met people disposed 
to take every trivial occurrence a little outside their ordinary 
experience, as the result of spirit intervention. But they might 
leave the consideration of the foolish people of both parties, and 
concentrate their attention upon the wise, and the wise in both 
camps were agreed upon this—that no one hypothesis, either 
from theTheosophic or Spiritualistic standpoint, was sufficient to 
explain this ocean of occult things in which they lived and
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moved and had their being. That was an undoubted fact in 
both cases.

It was, however, necessary to contrast some of their differ­
ences, and one unlikeness (as he saw it) between Spiritualism on 
the one side and the Theosophic notion on the other, was that 
Theosophists professed to have behind their explanations of 
occultism (using the word in its widest sense) a cosmogony of 
the Universe, and a philosophy of life, and he was bound to say 
(speaking, of course, as an outsider), that Spiritualism seemed to 
be rather wanting in this respect. At any rate, he did not find, 
in Spiritualistic literature and in conversation with Spiritualists 
generally, a very clear and definite conception of the nature of 
the Universe and the nature of life. They might say that this 
was not needed ; but it seemed to him that it was. It became 
needful in view of the complex character of life, and the 
necessity for a correct interpretation of its phenomena. And here 
came the difficulty of the subject, to him. The wise Theosophist 
did not attempt to explain the meaning of Occultism in its 
widest sense in any mathematical way. He did not attempt to 
divide the Universe up or map it out, cutting it, so to speak, 
into cubes or squares or triangles, each standing by itself, and 
meaning some particular thing, and he was quite certain that the 
wise Spiritualist did not do anything of the sort. This com­
plexity of the Universe so intermixed and inter-laced its various 
phenomena in human thought that it was impossible to draw 
a sharp and definite line between the facts on the one side, and 
the causes on the other, in whatever realm they directed their 
thoughts ; and in contrasting the two schools of thought, that of 
the Theosophists on the one side and that of the Spiritualists on 
the other, this was a necessary consideration to be borne in mind 
in order to get at their likeness or unlikeness.

The question was, What is Spiritualism ? They might put 
the question to him, What is Theosophy 1 He put the question 
to himself first of all, What is Spiritualism ? So far as he had 
read the history of mankind there had always been two streams 
of thought in the history of the world—one Spiritualistic and 
the other Materialistic ; the Materialistic affecting and touching 
by far the smaller number of people. He did not believe that 
Materialism had ever been the swaying force ovei the minds and 
souls of men that Materialists would have them believe. His 
opinion was that the Spiritualistic hypothesis had been the 
ruling force over the destinies of mankind in all ages and coun­
tries. In the East they had the spiritual stream of thought 
concentrated ; it had taken the psychological view of life. But 
in Western Europe Materialism had been the dominant note, 
and the spirit of commercialism prevailing had been very largely 
to blame for it. Modern Spiritualism, he considered, had been 
the reaction against this latter form of thought.

It would be useful here, said the lecturer, to deal with the 
Theosophical conception of the manner in which Spiritualism 
originated. A good many Theosophists had the idea which his 
friend Mr. Sinnett had lately propounded, in an address 
delivered in November of last year, at a meeting of the London 
Lodge of the Theosophical Society. He might quote Mr. 
Sinnett’s statement of opinion on the subject :—

The fact I believe to be, that in the beginning the de­
velopment of modern Spiritualism was earnestly promoted by 
a school of living occultists—not the school to which the 
Theosophical development has been due, but a school of which 
I should never think without great respect. The whole rela­
tion can hardly be explained in a public paper, but it may 
easily be apprehended that there are various roads all leading 
ultimately in the direction of the highest initiation, which start, 
so to speak, from different phases of human thought and 
evolution. Occultists of one type amongst those who have not 
attained the highest levels of spiritual evolution, at which 
there would be no possibility of divergence in opinion, may be 
thought of as inclined to pursue one course of action in their 
attempts to awaken the dormant spirituality of mankind ; those 
of another type might estimate its advantages and disadvan­
tages differently, and would pursue another course of action by 
preference. I am fully prepared to believe that Spiritualism 
has thus had from the first a certain amount of adept support.
They knew the common idea about Madame Blavatsky— 

that her first visit to America was due to the fact that she was 
actually sent by the Mahatmas in order to take hold of the 
Spiritualism of that country, and endeavour to show that the 
Theosophical conception was the correct one, rather than the 
one put forward by Spiritualists. Now he would say at once 
that he did not believe that this ide* was correct. Any honest 
Theosophist who had studied the life and letters of Madame 
Blavatsky could not fail to come to the conclusion that she 

was practically a Spiritualist when she went to America, and 
those who read ‘ Isis Unveiled ’ would see in its pages a large 
amount of Spiritualism, which little by little was given up by 
Madame Blavatsky.

It was not his intention to attempt to investigate the cause 
of the quarrel between Spiritualists and Theosophists ; there 
had been very harsh words on both sides. He did not wish 
to accentuate this phase of the subject ; it would be better 
to endeavour to form some bond of union than to dwell upon 
the things that tended to separate and divide them. The Theo­
sophists admitted the facts of Spiritualism, but of course they 
also believed that a very large proportion of them were not 
attributable to spiritual agency. He also admitted that in a great 
deal of the Spiritualistic literature there was set forth a consider­
able amount of the philosophy of Life and Death. To him (the 
lecturer), and he supposed also to a great many other Theo­
sophists, Theosophy, as it were, stepped into the breach made 
by Spiritualism in the wall of the Materialistic stronghold. It 
attempted to assign to all these phenomena their true place in 
the philosophy of life, and in this connection, he might again 
quote from the address from Mr. Sinnett, already referred to. 
Mr. Sinnett had said :—

Spiritualists themselves are not much forwarder in capacity 
to interpret the facts they have accumulated than the out 
siders who ridicule their work. They are only in advance of 
their generation in so far as they know that these facts are 
awaiting interpretation. Of course, they believe themselves 
safe in interpreting some of them along the lines of the main 
hypothesis on which the theory of Spiritualism rests. This 
much is certain : at spiritual seances which are really what they 
seem—not fraudulent burlesques of the real thing, arranged to 
impose upon foolish or uncritical audiences—beings exercising 
intelligence and clothed in some form of matter, not visible to 
ordinary eyesight nor belonging to the physical plane of life 
at all, are sometimes present, and either by mechanical 
methods of signalling or through mediums in trance they 
identify themselves to the satisfaction of living persons 
concerned, as the very friends or relatives these have lost. 
Furthermore, under the influence of such entities or of 
others belonging to some plane of nature, which is not 
that on which incarnate humanity exists, material objects 
can be controlled to an extent which sets the commonly 
received theories of the physical world completely at defiance. 
But sitting in presence of such experiences and appealing for 
explanation merely to the shadowy agencies, by whom they 
seemed to be provoked, the Spiritualists themselves are no 
nearer to scientific interpretation of their own phenomena 
than they were in the beginning. They set down all that 
occurs to the power of their spirit friends, but these have 
been wholly unable, it would seem, to account for the 
simplest of the phenomena on this plane, or to give a coherent 
or credible statement concerning the realm of nature to which 
they have been transferred.
He (the speaker) did not pledge himself to that statement. 

He only quoted it to show the common idea which was held by 
Theosophists concerning Spiritualism.

Another point of contact between the two systems lay in 
their claim to antiquity. Spiritualists, he presumed, would 
admit that their Spiritualism went back as far as the history of 
the world could be traced. Theosophists made even a larger 
claim, and asserted that Theosophy went back even beyond 
history : and was, in fine, the modern expression of an under­
lying truth that had always been seen in the Universe—the 
spiritual nature of man and the spiritual nature of that Universe.

Now came the consideration of a point of fundamental 
unlikeness, which he might designate, on the Theosophic 
side, as the ‘conscious idea,’ and on the Spiritualistic side, 
as the ‘mediumistic idea.’ To give an explanation of his 
meaning, he would roughly state what the Theosophical concep­
tion of man and the universe really was. To both parties— 
Theosophists and Spiritualists—the keynote of the universe was 
life, and not death—that was the keynote of both systems of 
thought. The Theosophist also believed in the manifestation 
of this universal life in the physical universe in cycles, 
and looked on spirit and matter as two poles or sides 
of the manifestation of this universal life, and thus 
it regarded the whole universe as existing in stages of 
consciousness ; and concerning man, it held that he contained 
in epitome every element, force, and principle in the universe ; 
that (to speak pedantically) the macrocosm was always mirrored 
in the microcosm, and that all the powers of the macrocosm were 
potential in the microcosm. It postulated the existence of 
seven principles in man ; the four lower principles were the 
personality, and the three higher principles the individuality, 
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the four lower ones being the impermanent linked for the 
time being to the three higher, these lower principles con­
taining, as it were, the reflection of the ray of the divine 
universal life. This was, to some extent, the old Platonic 
method of reasoning from the universal to the particular, 
instead of from the particular to the universal. Again, there 
was their fundamental idea of Re-incarnation, which was 
not generally held by Spiritualists, except those of the 
Allan Kardec school. Then they came to their fundamental 
difference in the matter of Eschatology. Theosophists talked 
of ‘ Devachan,’ the state of the re-incarnating Ego after death, 
before the next manifestation on the physical plane. They 
believed that the re-incarnating Ego did not come into contact 
with this plane of existence, but worked out the justice or 
injustice to which it had been subjected during its mortal life, 
and prepared itself for its next incarnation here on earth. These 
incarnations proceeded until the spiritual part had realised 
itself, and, by gathering up experiences, it at last absorbed 
from the personality all that was worth absorption, and prepared 
itself for that future state when re-incarnation was no longer 
necessary, although it was occasionally voluntarily undertaken 
to help those still on lower grades of development. That was 
putting it roughly and imperfectly, perhaps, but it was a fairly 
accurate idea of the fundamental conceptions of the Theosophical 
school. By proper training here and now, man could bring 
himself into contact with the various stages of consciousness 
contained in the universe. The Theosophical idea was that man 
himself might be the master of these occult realms of Nature, 
whereas (as he read it) the Spiritualist idea seemed to tend in 
the direction of man being mastered by the spiritual forces. He 
would take the actual fact of a medium being entranced by 
some outside power as a living proof that man was mastered 
instead of mastering. The Theosophical idea was that man 
might bring himself into contact with these various stages of 
consciousness in the universe, and consciously conduct his 
investigations. This was to him one of the fundamental 
differences between the two systems, and, it seemed to him 
that this was a gap which would take a great deal to build over.

Then there was the question of a Deity. He did not know 
what the Spiritualistic attitude on this question was, but he 
might say that Theosophists adopted the Pantheistic idea. They 
had no belief in a personal God—they were not even Theists, 
for the Theistic idea had about it more than a suggestion of 
Anthropomorphism.

Dealing with the question of spirit communion, the lecturer 
referred to the Theosophical idea of spirit-messages being always 
the work of shells or spooks. He had frequently protested 
against this idea. He had come across certain classes of phe­
nomena which could not be accounted for on the shell or spook 
theory. On the other hand he had encountered a very large 
body of phenomena, which could not be explained on the hypo­
thesis of spirit agency. The Theosophists believed that at many 
seances the finer and subtler forces of nature are brought into 
play ; they would also suggest that some of the phenomena are 
produced by the combined intelligence of the sitters acting on 
these finer and subtler forces. Nevertheless Madame Blavatsky 
had acknowledged that, in certain cases, the spirits of the de­
parted do communicate with the people on earth. She had some 
very harsh words, however, on the practice of spirit communion, 
which he might quote to them. They were to be found in ‘The 
Key to Theosophy,’ in the form of question and answer. The 
quotation was as follows : —

Inquirer : But why could not this Ego manifest and 
communicate with mortals as Spiritualists will have it? What 
is there to prevent a mother from communicating with the 
children she left on earth, a husband with his wife, and so on ? 
It is a most consoling belief, I must confess ; nor do I wonder 
that those who believe in it are so averse to give it up.

Theosophist : Nor are they forced to, unless they happen 
to prefer truth to fiction, however consoling. Uncongenial 
our doctrines may be to Spiritualists, yet nothing of what we 
believe in and teach is half as selfish and cruel as what they 
preach.—‘The Key to Theosophy,’ p. 145.
He, the lecturer, did not pledge himself to this. Madame 

Blavatsky’s reference was, of course, to the disturbing influences 
which she alleged the holding of seances brought to bear on 
those who had departed from earth, thus bringing them down 
again into the earth sphere, which, from her point of view, was 
a cruel thing. Apart from those rare cases where Theosophists 
admit the return of the actual human spirit, it had been stated 
by Madame Blavatsky that in some instances the spirit com­

municators at seances were really human beings who had passed 
through the necessary number of re-incarnations, but who 
elected to remain out of the body, guiding the higher and purer 
aspirations of men.

Here Mr. Burrows referred to his early investigations of 
Spiritualism. He had investigated the subject because he 
wanted, if possible, to believe in immortality. He did not 
believe what some people asserted, that the wish to live hereafter 
was a sign of human weakness. It seemed to him rather the 
sign of a strong nature to wish to continue a conscious existence, 
even on another stage of being. But although he had met with 
phenomena which seemed susceptible of the Spiritualistic 
explanation, he had met with much more that was only 
adequately covered by the Theosophical hypothesis.

Theosophists would deprecate the meddling with seances at 
all, because they believed them to be sources of great danger 
and degradation, and they did not believe in the idea of anyone 
being controlled by outside forces.

He believed that it was now generally admitted by Spiritualists 
that some of the phenomena were not due to the agency of 
departed spirits, and that the Spiritual hypothesis was not 
always necessary. Here Theosophists and Spiritualists were 
absolutely in accord. As real thought advanced, the com­
plexity of the human being grew and grew, until it seemed to 
him that the seven principles might be easily multiplied to 
seven times seven. The real crux between them was the very 
simple question : Do spirits come back on this earth after they 
have left it ? He was bound to say that Spiritualists could 
produce a large amount of phenomena, which went to prove, 
and could only be explained by, that particular theory.

He did not know whether Spiritualists had any idea concern­
ing the great teachers of the world analogous to that of the 
Theosophists, who believed in the existence of Mahatmas. 
How, for example, did Spiritualists explain Christ, Buddha, 
Socrates, Zoroaster, Mohammed, and Confucius 1 Theosophists 
believed these great souls to have raised themselves by training 
and self-sacrifice to higher planes of evolution than those of 
ordinary human beings. He would give them his own idea of 
this Mahatmic conception, and he would put it in a mathemati­
cal way. He was himself something of a mathematician, but 
he believed there were many men who were very much his 
superiors in that line of study. If, for example, he were asked 
whether he believed that certain people had developed extra­
ordinary powers in the direction of mathematics, he would 
reply emphatically in the affirmative. But suppose the question 
was put in another form and he should be asked, ‘ Do you know 
a certain John Jones, a Senior Wrangler, of Trumpington-street, 
Cambridge ? ’ Then he would have to reply ‘ No.’ He believed 
in the possibilities of evolution, and in the finer and subtler 
powers and forces in Nature ; and if he were asked if he con­
sidered there were people who knew more of these powers 
and forces than himself he would reply ‘Yes,’ for, argu­
ing by analogy, it seemed extremely probable to 
him that there might be men or women adepts, 
initiates, Mahatmas (what they would), who had so far pro­
gressed along mental, moral, and psychical lines of development 
as to have outstripped the majority of their fellows, but if he 
were asked whether he knew of any particular Mahatma named 
Morya or Koot Hooini, he would have to say ‘No,’ although 
that did not destroy his belief in the general principle of what 
he might call the Mahatma line of evolution. He believed that 
every man was a latent Mahatma, a latent Christ.

With regard to the power over nature which the Mahatma 
was supposed to possess, and which he (t.he speaker) believed 
he could possess where this evolution was carried on through a 
long series of lives, they came to another point of unlikeness 
between the two systems. The Mahatma was enabled to con­
sciously explore occult forces of nature by means of the thought 
body which he could project at will. Mediumship, on the other 
hand, implied the passive and automatic agency of an instru­
ment. Long even before an individual arrived at the Mahatmic 
stage, he could learn to project his own astral or thought-body, 
and thereby gain actual knowledge of the stages of conscious­
ness already referred to. It had been urged that many of the 
Theosophical articles of belief were merely theories or hypo­
theses, but the Theosophists might tell them that it was possible 
to so train oneself as to be able to actually visit the Devachanic 
state of consciousness and find out what is there. Herein there 
seemed to be a fundamental unlikeness between the two 
systems.
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Turning aside once more from the question of their differ­
ences, the lecturer expressed the hope that, in view of the 
enormous power Materialism still wielded in politics, science, 
art, literature, and commercialism, Spiritualists and Theoso- 
phists would see that the one thing to do was to come 
together in defence of the common interests against the common 
enemy. The lecture closed with a brilliant peroration, and the 
lecturer resumed his seat amid applause.

An animated discussion followed, the report of which, how­
ever, we are compelled, by the exigencies of space, to hold over 
for the present.

MR. LANG’S ‘DAILY CHRONICLE’ LETTER.

A letter, in reply to Mr. Andrew Lang’s amusing letter 
in the ‘ Daily Chronicle,’ was sent by Mr. J. Page Hopps. 
This was declined. How wonderfully ready the news­
papers are to blaze abroad anything that can be made 
to tell against us ! and how unfairly disinclined to publish 
anything on the other side !

The following is Mr. Hopps’ letter :—
Sir,—Mr. Andrew Lang’s delicious letter is, of course, 

delightful ; and it is a portrait, as well as a luxury. Those of us 
who have long watched him know well his charming attitude 
and his pretty sidling on that fence. Once or twice we thought 
we had him over, but his adroitness is as clever as his chaff; 
and there he still sits and swings !

I venture to tenderly object to one rather harsh line in his 
letter—that in which he damns the adoption of the hypothesis 
of the action of spirits in the physical sphere, as a mere survival 
of savagery—‘ or words to that effect.’ Now, I do not want to 
get too far away from Mr. Lang’s exquisite chaff, but I should 
like, out of say fifty incidents in my own experience, to briefly 
recite three.

1. I was invited by an intelligent, solid, and serious-minded 
London tradesman to spend an evening at his home, with about 
ten other friends, to see some curious phenomena which he could 
account for in only one way. It was a stormy night ; and, instead 
of ten, we were, I think, only six in all To tell what happened 
would be a long story. I will content myself with this bare 
statement as to one incident. A large dining-room table, 
which I had seen set out for a dozen guests, rose from the 
floor, with my host upon it,—no one touching it but his 
wife,—the rest of us sitting away and looking on ; and this 
in the full glare of gaslight. This was about thirty years 
ago ; and that kind of thing has been going on ever 
since, and hundreds have been driven by it to side with 
Mr. Lang’s savages. My friends of that night are in London 
still. They have never made any particular fuss about it. So 
far as I know, they have never taken sixpence for their ‘per­
formances,’ though they must have spent many pounds in enter­
taining their friends. It is true they have not converted Mr. 
Maskelyne, and I am not aware that they have tried ; but it is 
quite conceivable that they do not care what the conjurers and 
the detectives think ; and it is also conceivable that they may 
not care to have their beautiful and peaceful little home invaded 
and perhaps insulted by them.

2. I once had in my own home for about two weeks a young 
lady who, so far as I know, had never been out of London. 
My home was over a hundred miles away. She had greatly 
interested me in her strange gift of (may I call it ?) seership. 
Again, I must make a long story short. On one of the evenings 
when we were trying experiments, a young student came very 
late, but we allowed him to come in and take his place without 
speaking. Within ten minutes, this mere girl quietly took him 
to pieces. I had known him intimately for some years, and 
certainly could not have dissected him better. But she did 
more. She described his lodgings in Manchester, and how he 
behaved, and what he said there ; and finished by minutely 
describing a young fellow who, she said, appeared behind him, 
and who had died almost in his arms. He had not spoken, and 
did not speak, a word : but, though he had been a resolute un­
believer, he told me, before going home, that every word was 
true. And that went on night after night, with perfect strangers 
to my friend.

3. Once upon a time, in my quiet but steadfast search for 
the truth of this thing (during ten years), I went to a ‘ pro­
fessional ’ medium in London ; and once more I must cut a long 

story short. I was not known ; I did not give my name ; and 
we at once proceeded with the experiment. In the broad day­
light, a veritable shower of little sounds poured upon the table 
at which I was sitting, and the medium said, ‘ This is a child,’ 
and I hardly knew what to say, for I was pretty much of a 
novice and a sceptic. But, within twenty minutes, she (let me 
for a moment assume that), by sounds, spelt out her name, 
and the unusual inscription upon a stone in a village 
churchyard a hundred miles away ; and, presently, ‘ without 
rhyme or reason, these letters came, ‘ P I L I F.’ I said, ‘ I do 
not understand,’ and began to try to worry out the meaning, 
and the medium seemed rather annoyed, and said, ‘ O, it is 
nothing ; we sometimes do got meaningless letters which we 
can make nothing of ; let us go on to something else.’ But I 
said, ‘ No ; we have been told that “ PIL I F ” is really meant; 
let us work at it.’ And then the tiny sounds spelt out 
‘UN OLE,’and I saw it. So I said, ‘Do you mean Uncle 
Phil ? ’ and the little table literally rose into the air and 
danced, and then I could see no more, for I remembered 
how my darling used to come into my study, sit on my rug, 
and say, ‘Div me Uncle Phil,’ and how I used to take 
from the shelf his portrait with that jolly hat, and he with 
his knowing look and folded arms ; and how she used to kiss it, 
until I had to take it away—till the next time. And then I saw 
that ‘PILIF,’ spelt backwards, is a roguish way of spelling 
Philip, and all was clear.

And Mr. Lang will go on telling us we are survivals of 
savages, and the vast majority of people will think it perfectly 
shocking that an angel in heaven should come and make sounds 
on tables, and spell words badly. Ah me ! but that is just 
where we have gone wrong. We have made the Unseen 
grandiose, statuesque, artificial ; and have almost dignified and 
solemnised it out of existence. As for me, I would rather have 
had my merry message (and such a test ! for nobody knew what 
it meant at first) than the most lucid explanation of the doctrine 
of the Trinity. I don’t want a dignified angel. I want my child.

November 12th. J. Page Hopps.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

A meeting of the members and friends of the Alliance 
will be held in the Upper Regent Saloon, St. James’s Hall 
(entrance from Piccadilly), at 7 for 7.30 p.m., on Friday next, 
the 29th inst., when Mr. Richard Harte will give an address 
on ‘ The Proper Limits of Investigation.’ As Mr. Harte 
holds very decided views on this question his remarks will 
probably lead to a lively discussion. On December 20th 
the Rev. J. Page Hopps will give an address on ‘ Experi­
ments with Miss Kate Fox, and an Experiment with the 
Psychical Research Society.’

LORD ONSLOW’S HAUNTED HOUSE.

The ‘ Etoile Beige ’ of October 24th appears to be 
responsible for the following narrative, which is quoted in 
‘ Le Messager ’ of Liege : —

We announced yesterday that Lord Onslow, accompanied by 
his solicitor, Sir George Lewis, had left London for his chateau, 
Clandon House, in order to inquire about the rumours prevail­
ing in the neighbourhood regarding the nightly apparition of a 
lady in a cream-coloured dress. The present tenant has made 
these visitations the ground of a request to have the lease 
cancelled. The first despatch received from Lord Onslow this 
morning has caused an extraordinary sensation in London 
society. His lordship and his solicitor must have seen with 
their own eyes the ‘ cream ’ lady, armed with her hunting-knife, 
and walking across the park as well as in the house. The Earl 
must even have perceived two phantoms not yet described—a 
young girl in black and a man wearing a long beard. These 
spectres appear to know each other, as they salute and stop to 
converse. More than twenty shots have been fired at them 
without effect. . . . Nothing can give any idea of the 
excitement produced in London by this affair.

Mr J. J. Morse.—We are pleased to learn that Mrs. Morse 
has received intelligence of Mr. Morse’s safe arrival in New 
York, on Saturday last. We hope that the next news will be 
that he has safely reached his destination.
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THE REMINISCENCES OF MRS. DE MORGAN.

A very chatty and pleasant book is this handsome 
volume (London : R. Bentley and Son), recording the 
recollections of Sophia Elizabeth De Morgan, wife and 
widow of that brilliant mathematician and keen seeker 
after truth, Augustus De Morgan. From the first, this 
very clever woman lived in what we can only call a brainy 
atmosphere. Her people were all sharp, determined, un­
conventional thinkers, whose life-star seemed to be, 1 Buy 
the truth and sell it not.’ Her father, William Frend, 
came of a good stock, and he himself lived a very notable 
life of courage and self-devotion. A scholar, prizeman, 
wrangler, fellow and tutor of the University of Cambridge, 
and then an incumbent of the Church, he gave up all his 
prospects of profit and advancement at the call of con­
science. His farewell to the Church was a ringing note of 
sturdy nonconformity to the ways of ‘ the priesthood,’ to 
‘ lordly prelates,’ to ‘ external pomp,’ to the ‘ proud 
parade of worship,’ to ‘ subscription to articles and the 
imposition of tithes.’ From that moment, however, this 
strong free man’s real life began. He seemed to live at the 
fountain-head, where much of the fresh life and hope of 
his time centred, sympathising with all the elementary 
humanitarian aspirations and experimentings of seventy or 
eighty years ago. A knowing old heretical clergyman 
once remarked, ‘ If there is a queer fish in the world, he 
will find his way to Frend’s house a remark which Sophia 
resented, but which had a great deal of truth in it.

At the very centre of all this lived the writer of these 
Reminiscences—acute, scholarly, thirsty for knowledge, 
always in contact with the learned, the adventurous, the 
choice spirits of her day—such as Sir Francis Burdett, 
John Bowring, Godfrey Higgins, John Landseer, John 
Bellamy, Thomas Taylor (the Platonist), William Blake, 
Sir John Herschel, S. T. Coleridge, George Dyer, Charles 
Lamb, Mrs. Barbauld, Rammohun Roy, Lady Noel Byron, 
Robert Owen, Daniel O’Connell, Andrew and George 
Combe, Dale Owen, Dr. Tuckerman, Mrs. Fry, Thomas 
Carlyle, Lord Shaftesbury. What a procession to pass 
through a girl’s and woman’s life ! Nor was she merely an 
onlooker, standing at her window and seeing the show go 
by. She was a part of the procession, but never very long 
in one place. Curious, appreciative, receptive, she assimi­
lated something from all these notable characters; and 
became a fine observer and keen judge.

This gives to her frequent references to Spiritualism, 
and to her very sensitive apprehension of the life beyond, 
a significance and value of no common kind. She lived 
in steady revolt against death. For her, there was no 

such thing. Even when referring to her friend, and her 
father’s friend, Sir Francis Burdett, she said, ‘ I think he 
was what in these days would be called an Agnostic, 
which, as Dr. Jessop says, is Greek for ignoramus.’ There 
was just a touch of contempt in that, with which we 
cannot help sympathising. In another connection, refer­
ring to certain missionary experiments, she says that 1 the 
superstitions of the poor blacks were expected to vanish 
before the light of an entirely “ rational ” doctrine, but it 
was found impossible to eradicate all these superstitions, 
for some of them contain elements of real vitality.’ The italics 
are ours. They indicate a truth which some of our very 
knowing modern savants, or their successors, will have to 
learn. Talking to a friend about the somewhat glaring 
misapplication of a bequest, she said, 1 How do you think 
he would like this contravention of his wish 1 ’ The reply 
was, ‘I think that he would turn in his grave.’ Upon 
which she sharply said, 1 Perhaps : if he ever were in it.’ 
The closing sentences of the book repeat the same 
thought. Referring to the good Lord Shaftesbury, she 
says, ‘As so much of his happiness here consisted in 
giving relief to suffering and misery, the same sources 
of happiness in a higher form would, it seems certain, 
await him on entering a new life. I hope it is not 
a presumptuous belief that the friend of the slave, the 
prisoner, and, above all, the suffering child, is still happy in 
ministering to their welfare.’ Her daughter, who edits 
these Reminiscences, says, in concluding her own Intro­
ductory Memoirs, ‘ The end came ... as sho would doubt­
less have desired, or, as she, according to her strong beliefs, 
would have said, “ Such a passing to another life, to begin 
afresh.” ’

All this leads up to, and will indicate the significance 
and value of Chapter VI., which is largely concerned with 
her own and her celebrated husband’s belief in Spiritual­
ism. Mrs. De Morgan quotes her husband’s strong state­
ment from his remarkable book, ‘ From Matter to Spirit ’ : 
‘ I am satisfied by the evidence of my own senses of some of 
the facts narrated ; of some others, I have evidence as good 
as testimony can give. I am perfectly convinced that I have 
both seen and heard, in a manner which should make un­
belief impossible, things called spiritual which cannot be 
taken by a rational being to be capable of explanation by 
imposture, coincidence, or mistake.’ This reference to 
her husband’s opinion is followed by an interesting state­
ment concerning Baron Guldenstiibbe’s book, by 
which Lord Brougham was so much impressed, as he knew 
the Baron well, and ‘ believed him to be a man of high 
integrity and intellectual culture.’ This book, as many of 
our readers know, gave an account of certain experiments 
for obtaining direct writing. These experiments were com­
menced in 1856 and went on for over thirteen years, during 
which time the Baron made more than two thousand 
experiments ‘ in the presence of educated, sensible, and 
trustworthy witnesses in different parts of Europe and 
America.’ ‘Mr. Dale Owen was one among many of the 
witnesses whom I knew,’ says Mrs. De Morgan, ‘ but Lord 
Brougham’s acquaintance with those who attested the facts 
was considerable, and he assured my husband that these 
were most of them persons whose evidence would be held 
sufficient to establish any fact in every day life.’

Altogether, an interesting and notable book, and 
specially useful as indicating how it is, that, in spite of 
our Eusapias and Maskelynes, Spiritualism lives and ‘ holds 
the field.’

‘Light ’ in New York.—Our friends in New York may be 
glad to know that ‘ Light ’ may now be obtained at Brentano’s, 
31, Union-square.

Bristol.—A few friends in Bristol are just starting a circle 
in Clifton for investigation and development, and are desirous 
of two more ladies to join them. Address, Mr. R. Phillips, 31, 
Berkeley-square, Bristol.














