


474

that it is demoniacal! One person hears, in the spirit
message, a whisper from Heaven ; another detects in it a
croak from hell—for all the world like the two ladies who,
listening to the same music at the same moment, differed
so widely about its intent. In the meantime, the average
common-place human being only knows that both cannot
be right, and, shrugging his shoulders, says : ‘It is all one
to me.’

Really, the spectacle, always sufficiently amusing, should
make us all charitable. If people can differ so about a
musical composition, whose results they can hear, how
much more likely are they to differ about an influx from
the Unseen whose very author is unknown? We would
especially suggest to the denouncer of spirit-communion
that patience and charity may chiefly be expected from
him—for reasons each one may easily work out for himself.

A late missionary in China has published a book
showing that what some people would call ¢ demoniacal
possession’ exists to-day in China as it once did in India.
This is news, indeed! He need not have gone to China in
order to find that out. The ¢ Medical News ’ (Philadelphia)

says the same (in another sense), and adds :—

The book is a most extraordinary composition. Nothing but
the evident sincerity and devoted philanthropy of its author,
who gave his whole life to missionary work and literally died in
the harness, would enable us to take it seriously. Going to
China in early life a complete disbeliever in ghosts, *possession,’
&c., according to his own statement, he meets so mnany fearful
and mysterious instances of demoniac opposition that he gradu-
ally becomes puzzled, and finally a complete believer in the
supernatural character of these phenomena. He addresses
circular letters to many of his co-workers and finds them in dif-
ferent stages of the same conviction or bewilderment, and hence
comes to the conclusion, ‘by the inductive study of pheno-
mena ’ (deliver us from our own terms !), that the saine state of
affairs obtains in China now as did in Judea at the dawn of
Christianity (which is probably correct), and thereupon boldly
proceeds to cast out devils himself and instructs his converts
how to do so. He even mentions the particular passages of
Scripture found most effective in the connection. He feels him-
self transported to the days of the Apostles, and refers com-
placently to the ‘intimate connection with the progress of
Christianity in the neighbourhood’ of these feats. He declares
that ‘from a large correspondence and personal acquaintance
with missiopnaries in China I have only known two
who have expressed positive unbelief in the reality of these
possessions.’

But the ¢Medical News’ thinks these missionaries
catch the lunacy of the surrounding heathen! So much
for testimony! The ‘Medical News’ says the same of
‘that hard-headed Philistine’ Rudyard Kipling, because
he reveals traces of a belief that there are occult influences
at work in India. It is the old story. First they say:
‘ Why don’t you study the evidence and report?’ Then:
¢ Why, vou seem to believe in it! Well, you must be mad !’
The probable truth is that these Chinese are just untrained
Spiritualists.

The ¢ Progressive Thinker’ contains three columns of
indignant exposure of certain sham mediums at Lily Dale
camp meeting. Honest Spiritualists may rely upon it that

they will lose nothing by turning on the search light, and

resolving to tolerate or condone nothing in the way of
trickery. But, be that as it may, better wait for honest
A writer in the

crumbs than feast on stolen dainties.
¢ Progressive Thinker’ says :-—

We know from personal observation, that there are many
grand workers in our cause, mediums of all phases, who have
been standing firmly upon the rock of truth and honesty, from
the first, and who are frowned down by those who are either
grossly ignorant or wilfully devilish.

Fraud and trickery have been practised not only by mediums,
but by managers and officers as well, who wink at the sensa-
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tionalism, on the ground that ‘we must have a crowd,’ ‘any -
thing to get up a sensation.’

I have before declared, and now repeat, that these blocd-
and-thunder sensational manifestations have been the curse of
Spiritualism ; and the demand for the startling and marvellous
has caused the whole trouble at Lily Dale and other camps, and
is the direct result of these fanatical sensation-hunters.

Far better for us if we could set an example fit for the
public to imitate, before we rail against any Church or belief
that is not in harmony with our ideas.

The portraits that have appeared in ¢ Licrr’ and in
¢The Two Worlds’ have suggested to some of our friends
the desirability of publishing them in a small volume. The
opinion has been expressed that, so far from needing to be
ashamed of our faces, we are an uncommonly intelligent-
looking ‘lot.” We think so, too. Perhaps, if we could
enlist the help of the ‘¢ Banner of Light,” something credit-
able and interesting—and well worth preserving —might

be done. A book of ¢ Portraits of one hundred Spiritual-
ists ' might be in itself not a bad argument.

CHRISTIANITY AND SPIRITUALISM.

When people say that Christianity and Spiritualism are
opposed, what do they mean? As a rule, they mean that
Spiritualism is opposed to a series of doctrines or ceremonies
deduced with more or less accuracy from Christian records.
But doctrines and ceremonies are not Christianity, though
they may express or help it. Surely Christianity, in the
essence and spirit of it, i3 that which sets forth the ided
trust and hope and love of Christ, in relation to God and
man. I give that as a good working definition, and am
prepared to stand by it ; and, for its justification, I refer,
not to later creeds and books of divinity, but to the New
Testament.

Not that the New Testament is absolutely clear o
consistent in every part. It is difficult, for instance, to
reconcile the suggestion of the boundless love of God and
the threat of everlasting fire; but there is very little of
this, and we need never be in doubt as to the ideal trust
and hope and love of this great Spiritualist in relation to
God and man. If we consider his supreme personality
itself, the picture is luminous and strong, and is as
brilliant and as full of suggestion as ever it was. If we
contemplate his works of wonder, the so-called ¢ miracles,
we see these raised, like some mighty cliff and haven, round
about the Spiritualists’ sanctuary, in which and from which
they declare that still, in a modified form, these ‘ mighty
works’ are done. In truth, searching through all histor,
the Spiritualist will find no such ¢ defender of the faith’ as
Christ. He blended the two worlds; he conversed with
angels ; in his company they became visible; from his
person healing virtues flowed ; because of him, spirit-voices
were heard. If Spiritualists knew what was good for them,
they would cling to this their great leader as for dear life:
and all the more because those who have exploited him and
who adore him scoff at those who follow in his footsteps
and are his true successors. What a mighty instrument i
here, if Spiritualists only knew how to use it! The very
being whom Christendom worships, justifies and illustrates
everything that Spiritualists claim ; and yet there 8
Spiritualists who would surrender this mighty heritage, fm‘d
give up their own great leader and forerunner to their
revilers! Surely, since the world began, such needless
wastefulness was never known.

Or contemplate, not only his personality and his mighty
works, but his life. For what did this splendid being live!
From first to last, for the things of the spirit. Indeed: I
am inclined to think that the supreme fact concernind
Christ is his life. It is at once his revelation and b
influence. By one sublime step he raised himself above the
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

[ The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents,and
sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose of pre-
senting views that may elicit discussion. ]

Th Theosophical Society.—Resignation of Mr. Herbert Burrows.

S1r,—During the past few years I have publicly advocated
Theosophy in connection with the Theosophical Society. Will
you allow me to say as publicly, through your columns, that I
have felt compelled to resign my membership of that body ?

The recent disclosures of fraud which have split the Society
led me to further investigations, inipossible before, which have
thoroughly convinced me that for years deception in the Society
has been rampant—deception to which Madame Blavatsky was
sometimes a party.

Both Colonel Olcott, the president of the Society, and Mr.
Sinnett, the vice-president, believe her to have been partially
fraudulent. To the charges of fraud brought by Mrs. Besant
against Mr. Judge, the late vice-president, may be added grave
accusations against ——, laid before him by Mrs. Besant and
Mr. Judge.

[Mr. Burrows gives the name, but we think it prudent to with-
hold it at present.—Ebp. *LicHT.’]

To this organisation, in which these and other questionable
things take place, I can no longer give my recognition
and support, and although T do not in any way give up the
essential ideas of Theosophy, [leave the Society ; for, as it
now exists, I believe it to be a standing danger to honesty
and truth, and a perpetual open door to superstition, delusion,
and fraud. HerBERT BURROWS.

68, Aberdeen-road, Highbury Park, London, N.

October 2nd, 1895.

The Healing Art. —Answer to Inquirers.

Sir,—As it is impossible for me to answer individually the
many readers of ¢ LIGHT’ who ask e whether I can cure their
complaints, I bez you kindly to allow me to answer them
collectively through your paper, and to tell them, ns I have
done in other similar cases, that it is impossible to give any
accurate information without a personal examination, at the
same tirme apologising to them for this mode of communication.

F. Omerin, G.C.E.R.. K. Ch. III.

8piritualism and Christianity.
SiR,—In a recent issue of one of our Spiritualist papers is

the following startling statement :—

We have never met with a spirit who went away a
rational, truth-loving individual, who, when he came back,
declared that he had found Jesus; that his sins were for-
given ; or that he had found in the spirit world that
Christianity was true. We have held intercourse with many
spirits who confess they were sadly misled, and have become
disillusioned.

I, in common with many others who are interested in Spirit-
ualism, would be glad to know whether this statement is in
accordance with facts, and whether it coincides with your own

experience and that of other advanced Spiritualists. M. B. B.

S1r,—The -light of the Southern Cross is above me as I
venture to pen a few lines to thank *F. L. D.’ for his interest-
ing letter to ‘ LicHT ' of June 156th, 1895, which, in a measure,
embodies the teaching we ourselves receive. Referring to the
many communications I have read on the subject, it has often
struck me that, if Christ Jesus be really believed in as the
¢ greatest teacher’ who ever walked this earth, He must also be
credited as having received, spiritually, the highest and truest
guidance ; and He must, therefore, have given the true teach-
ings as to His Work, Origin and Destiny. He must either be
perfect Truth or the direct opposite, and, if the latter, then
must it have been the greatest fraud ever perpetrated on
humanity. It is Christ’s spiritual presence, His promise to us as
‘the Comforter,” which has sustained thousands upon thousands
of mortals in hours of peril, anguish, and bereavement, heroic
martyrdom, and the fiercest struggle of temptation. When He
is perfectly believed in, then shall His ‘ Kingdom come ’ here on
earth, as in the world of Light Beyond.

I have purposely abstained from quoting Scripture or any
writings attributed to apostles, seers, or prophets, ‘a distinc-

tion with little difference,’ being merely desirous to draw.

attention to the whole teachings of Christ, and belief in their

origin as revealed Truth.

Gisborne, New Zealand. AMATOR.
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Materialisations.

S1e.—Mr. Forbes, in answering my letter, evades complying
with my request for an explanation of how his theory accounts
for the several phases of materialisation which I instanced. He
merely refers me to his statement of his theory, and repeats it,
but with an important difference. In his first letter he suggests
that the intelligence animating the materialised form * will be
in accord with the intelligence of the dominant mind ’at the
séance, while in his second letter he suggests that the ¢ intelli-
gence or intelligences are a composite or composites of medium
and sitters.’ I fail to see how either suggestion accounts for
the facts observed at materialisations. Take, for instance, the
case of several forms appearing at one and the same time,heard,
felt, and recognised by one, and sometimes by more, of the
sitters. Are there as many dominant minds operating at the
same time as there are forms manifesting : if so, why do they
not neutralise each other ? Or are there several combinations
of composite intelligences animating the forms at one and the
same time? If so, would it not be expected that the combina-
tions would change and modify from time to time, and conse-
quently the forms also, like the permutations of the kaleidoscope?
Again, take the case of a form appearing which no one present
desires, which all are extemely anxious should leave, but which
nevertheless persists in remaining during the sitting, while
other forms also appear.

Will Mr. Forbes please explain how his dominant mind
theory, or his composite intelligence theosry. accounts for these

and the other phases specified in my letter? W. J.
The Case of Miss Vaughan.
Si1e,—The correspondent quoted in *C. C. M.’s’ article on

this subject, and who signs ‘ One who prayed for Miss Vaughan,’
does not, perhaps, remember that the prediction of which he
speaks regarding the three genealogical periods preceding the
birth of Anti-Christ, is but another reading of the old prophecy
of the successors of St. Peter, who are to sit in his Chair during
the last epochs of Papal succession.
I refer to the prophecy made by St. Malachy, Archbishop of
Arwagh, in 1148—as follows :—
In the last persecution of the Holy Roman Church shall

sit Roman Peter the Second,* who will pasture the sheep
amongst many tribulations, and when this 1s ended the City

of the Seven Walls will be lain low, and the terrible Judge
will judge his people.—Amen.
This is a list of the signs or emblems of the concluding
Popes :—

PAST.
‘ Apostolic Pilgrim’ ... ... Pius VI,
‘Eagle’ ... .. Pius VIIL.
‘ Dog and Snake’ ... Leo XII.
¢ Man of Religion’ ... Pius VIII,
‘ From the baths of Etruria’ ... .. Gregory XVI.
‘The Cross by the Cross’ ... ... Pius IX,
PRESENT.
‘ Light in the Heavens ' ... Leo XIII.
FUTURE.
1.—‘Burning Fire’ ...

2.—* Religion laid Low’ sub
3.— ¢ Intrepid Faith’ ...
4, —* Angelic Shepherd’
5.—*Shepherd and Mariner’ ...
6.—* Flower of Flowers’

7.—¢ Of the half Moon'’

8.—* Of the work of the Sun’
9.—* Fame of the Olive’

Thus, while nine 1s said to be the number of the succession of
Popes before the final revelation of Anti-Christ as taught by
the Luciferians, so we see has the same number been prophesied
as being the number from this present occupier of the Chair of
St. Peter to the final end of all Papal succession ; by a high and
inspired dignitary of the Roman Church, who lived and pro-
phesied over seven hundred yeirs ago—in the year 1148 or
seven centuries before ‘The Cross by the Cross,” Pius IX,,
made joint but abortive cause in the struggle for liberty in 1848.

‘The Light in the Heavens,’ with the comet and star on his
armorial bearings, is still shining, and the efforts which Leo

T

* The last Pope according to this prophecy is to bear the same name
as ‘he first, which has never been used by any of his successors as yet.





















