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that it is demoniacal! One person hears, in the spirit 
message, a whisper from Heaven ; another detects in it a 
croak from hell—for all the world like the two ladies who, 
listening to the same music at the same moment, differed 
so widely about its intent. In the meantime, the average 
common-place human being only knows that both cannot 
be right, and, shrugging his shoulders, says : 4 It is all one 
to me.’

Really, the spectacle, always sufficiently amusing, should 
make us all charitable. If people can differ so about a 
musical composition, whose results they can hear, how 
much more likely are they to differ about an influx from 
the Unseen whose very author is unknown 1 We would 
especially suggest to the denouncer of spirit-communion 
that patience and charity may chiefly be expected from 
him—for reasons each one may easily work out for himself.

A late missionary in China has published a book 
showing that what some people would call 4 demoniacal 
possession ’ exists to-day in China as it once did in India. 
This is news, indeed ! He need not have gone to China in 
order to find that out. The 4 Medical News ’ (Philadelphia) 
says the same (in another sense), and adds :—

The book is a most extraordinary composition. Nothing but 
the evident sincerity and devoted philanthropy of its author, 
who gave his whole life to missionary work and literally died in 
the harness, would enable us to take it seriously. Going to 
China in early life a complete disbeliever in ghosts, ‘possession,’ 
&c., according to his own statement, he meets so many fearful 
and mysterious instances of demoniac opposition that he gradu­
ally becomes puzzled, and finally a complete believer in the 
supernatural character of these phenomena. He addresses 
circular letters to many of his co-workers and finds them in dif­
ferent stages of the same conviction or bewilderment, and hence 
comes to the conclusion, 4 by the inductive study of pheno­
mena ' (deliver us from our own terms ’), that the same state of 
affairs obtains in China now as did in Judea at the dawn of 
Christianity (which is probably correct), and thereupon boldly 
proceeds to cast out devils himself and instructs his converts 
how to do so. He even mentions the particular passages of 
Scripture found most effective in the connection. He feels him­
self transported to the days of the Apostles, and refers com­
placently to the ‘ intimate connection with the progress of 
Christianity in the neighbourhood ’ of these feats. He declares 
that ‘from a large correspondence and personal acquaintance 
with missionaries in China ... I have only known two 
who have expressed positive unbelief in the reality of these 
possessions.’

But the 4 Medical News ’ thinks these missionaries 
catch the lunacy of the surrounding heathen! So much 
for testimony! The 4 Medical News ’ says the same of 
‘that hard-headed Philistine’ Rudyard Kipling, because 
he reveals traces of a belief that there are occult influences 
at work in India. It is the old story. First they say: 
4 Why don’t you study the evidence and report ? ’ Then : 
4 Why, you seem to believe in it! Well, you must be mad ! ’ 
The probable truth is that these Chinese are just untrained 
Spiritualists.

The ‘Progressive Thinker’ contains three columns of 
indignant exposure of certain sham mediums at Lily Dale 
camp meeting. Honest Spiritualists may rely upon it that 
they will lose nothing by turning on the search light, and 
resolving to tolerate or condone nothing in the way of 
trickery. But, be that as it may, better wait for honest 
crumbs than feast on stolen dainties. A writer in the 
4 Progressive Thinker ’ says :—

We know from personal observation, that there are many 
grand workers in our cause, mediums of all phases, who have 
been standing firmly upon the rock of truth and honesty, from 
the first, and who are frowned down by those who are either 
grossly ignorant or wilfully devilish.

Fraud and trickery have been practised not only by mediums, 
but by managers and officers as well, who wink at the sensa­

tionalism, on the ground that ‘we must have a crowd,’ ‘any - 
thing to get up a sensation.’

I have before declared, and now repeat, that these blocd- 
and-thunder sensational manifestations have been the curse of 
Spiritualism ; and the demand for the startling and marvellous 
has caused the whole trouble at Lily Dale and other camps, and 
is the direct result of these fanatical sensation-hunters.

Far better for us if we could set an example fit for the 
public to imitate, before we rail against any Church or belief 
that is not in harmony with our ideas.

The portraits that have appeared in 4 Light ’ and in 
‘The Two Worlds ’ have suggested to some of our friends 
the desirability of publishing them in a small volume. The 
opinion has been expressed that, so far from needing to be 
ashamed of our faces, we are an uncommonly intelligent­
looking ‘ lot.’ We think so, too. Perhaps, if we could 
enlist the help of the 4 Banner of Light,’ something credit­
able and interesting—and well worth preserving—might 
be done. A book of ‘ Portraits of one hundred Spiritual­
ists ’ might be in itself not a bad argument.

CHRISTIANITY AND SPIRITUALISM.

When people say that Christianity and Spiritualism are 
opposed, what do they mean ? As a rule, they mean that 
Spiritualism is opposed to a series of doctrines or ceremonies 
deduced with more or less accuracy from Christian records. 
But doctrines and ceremonies are not Christianity, though 
they may express or help it. Surely Christianity, in the 
essence and spirit of it, is that which sets forth the ideal 
trust and hope and love of Christy in relation to God and 
man. I give that as a good working definition, and am 
prepared to stand by it; and, for its justification, I refer, 
not to later creeds and books of divinity, but to the New 
Testament.

Not that the New Testament is absolutely clear or 
consistent in every part. It is difficult, for instance, to 
reconcile the suggestion of the boundless love of God and 
the threat of everlasting fire; but there is very little of 
this, and we need never be in doubt as to the ideal trust 
and hope and love of this great Spiritualist in relation to 
God and man. If we consider his supreme personality ।
itself, the picture is luminous and strong, and is as ,
brilliant and as full of suggestion as ever it was. If we • 
contemplate his works of wonder, the so-called ‘ miracles,’ 
we see these raised, like some mighty cliff and haven, round 
about the Spiritualists’ sanctuary, in which and from which 
they declare that still, in a modified form, these ‘ mighty 
works ’ are done. In truth, searching through all history, 
the Spiritualist will find no such 4 defender of the faith’ as 
Christ. He blended the two worlds; he conversed with 
angels; in his company they became visible; from his 
person healing virtues flowed; because of him, spirit-voices 
were heard. If Spiritualists knew what was good for them, 
they would cling to this their great leader as for dear life; 
and all the more because those who have exploited him and 
who adore him scoff at those who follow in his footsteps 
and are his true successors. What a mighty instrument is 
here, if Spiritualists only knew how to use it! The very 
being whom Christendom worships, justifies and illustrates 
everything that Spiritualists claim ; and yet there are 
Spiritualists who would surrender this mighty heritage, and 
give up their own great leader and forerunner to their 
revilers! Surely, since the world began, such needless 
wastefulness was never known.

Or contemplate, not only his personality and his mighty 
works, but his life. For what did this splendid being hve^ 
From first to last, for the things of the spirit. Indeed, I 
am inclined to think that the supreme fact concerning 
Christ is his life. It is at once his revelation and his 
influence. By one sublime step he raised himself above the
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hungry sensuousnesses and ambitions of the world. He 
fought not for power and rank and money with the rest. 
He could say, ‘ My kingdom is not of this world.’ He 
lived to soothe, to heal, to bless. He did not haunt the 
dwellings of the rich; he made his home with—nay, he had 
no home—he found his disciples amongst the poor. Blind 
beggars, sitting by the wayside, knew him and attracted 
him; the woman who was a sinner felt the magic of his 
uplifting power; the leper received the stream of his 
healing influence; the little children nestled in his arms ; 
even in the agonies of death, the dying thief heard his 
angel-whisper—‘ To-day thou shalt be with me in Paradise.’ 
Then, after they had murdered him and made fast his grave, 
this radiant being broke through the bars of death, and 
appeared to his own; and did it, so says the story, again 
and again ; and finally vanished from their sight.

And yet some Spiritualists are willing, nay anxious, to 
lose him—this one being through all the ages who best 
illustrates and teaches and proves all they have to say ! 
Why there is no one who ever lived who is so much, so 
truly, so vitally their own. And the wonder of it, and the 
joy of it, is that Christendom swears by him. What a 
lever that places in our hands ! We can tell Christendom 
that it has stolen our leader; we can summon it to be, at 
least, true to the being they adore ; we can push home 
again and again the undeniable fact that if we err we err 
in his company, and that we follow in his footsteps in 
maintaining the reality of the spirit-world around us, and 
in holding aloft our ‘ counsel of perfection,’ that we should 
live for the things of the spirit as far as we can, as the 
great master did.

We must sharply distinguish, then, between Christ and 
the creed-makers. For these last, I put in no plea. Past 
them I would push my way to the great founder of our 
feast, and there I find what I need. I make any one a 
present of any doctrine he may deduce from the records. 
That is a matter of private interpretation or personal bias, 
and is not worth a breath of contention. But the being 
himself, the angel-presence, the inspiring leader, the 
dweller in the two spheres, the supreme medium, I stand by 
with greater ardour and thankfulness than ever; and all 
the more so because some are misunderstanding and mis­
using him—distorting while they adore; and, I repeat, 
that the Spiritualist who is willing to give him up is, in 
my judgment, acting as foolish a part as the heir to a vast 
family estate who is willing to make a bonfire of his title 
deeds. J. Page Hopps.

MR. GLADSTONE ON THE IMMORTALITY OF MAN.

A correspondent, in a letter to Mr. Gladstone, pointed out 
that in an interesting article in the ‘ Spectator,’ on * Is Man 
Immortal V it was averred that Mr. Gladstone ‘ suggests, with­
out giving it precisely as his own conviction, that man is not so 
much intrinsically immortal as immortalisable. That, but for 
sin, he would have attained to immortality, and that, so far as he 
can avail himself of the redemption offered to him, he may 
become so, but that he is not necessarily and intrinsically 
immortal either for evil or for good.’ The question was asked, 
inter alia, if Mr. Gladstone had been quoted correctly. The 
following reply has been received : * Hawarden Castle, Chester, 
September 28th, 1895. Dear Sir,—I think that there is much 
to be said on behalf of the opinion which the words quoted by 
you seem to convey, but I may ere long have an opportunity 
of explaining myself more at large, and until then I prefer to 
avoid entering into explanations.—I remain, yours very faith­
fully, W. E. Gladstone.’

The Conduct of Circles.—We have, in a convenient form, 
suitable for enclosure in letters or for distribution at public 
meetings/ M.A.iOxon.’s)’ ‘ Advice to Inquirers, for the Conduct 
of Circles.’ We snail be pleased to supply copies free to all friends 
who will undertake to make good use of them. The only charge 
will be for postage—25, |d.; 50, Id.; 100, 2d.: 200, 3d.; 400, 
4|d.; 600, 6d., &c.

THE080PHY AND THE080PHI8T8.
The Theosophical magazines pursue the even tenor of their 

way. Theosophists are not very aggressive now-a-days ; and 
their principal Monthlies are not, strictly speaking, propagan­
dist : they do not profess to appeal to the public—only to the 
elect. To be one of the elect you must accept the Theosophical 
Cosmology to start with. For those who are not ‘ professing ’ 
Theosophists already, ‘Lucifer* and ‘The Theosophist* are 
chiefly interesting because they throw light on Theosophy and 
Theosophists from an inside point of view ; but each number 
of these Monthlies contains erudite articles expounding items 
of curious learning, which, no doubt, many persons outside of 
the Theosophical ranks find ‘ valuable.’ Let us see what the 
present issues of ‘ Lucifer ’ and ‘ The Theosophist ’ teach us 
when looked at from the outside.

In the first place, Mrs. Besant, from her ‘ Watch Tower * in 
‘ Lucifer,’gives us quite an unexpected and interesting little 
peep into the meaning and object of Theosophical ‘ work ’ in 
India. She says :—

It is pleasant to notice that in India the spread of Theo­
sophical study amon$ Hindus seems to keep pace with the 
growing revival of Hinduism, now admitted and commented 
upon on all sides. Especially among the younger generation 
may this be seen, and Young Men’s Associations are becoming 
centres of Theosophical activity. A Union at Saidapet, near 
Madras, for instance, has for president Professor G. Krishna 
Prabhu, a pious and learned Hindu, who is also a member of 
the Theosophical Society, and it has been studying not only 
the Upanishads and the Bhagavad Gita, but also ‘The Secret 
Doctrine.’ ‘The Key to Theosophy,’ the ‘Theosophical 
Manual,’ ‘The Voice of the Silence,’ and other works. In 
this way Hinduism is being vitalised in all directions.
Now, for years ‘The Theosophist ’ has sent forth a similar 

jubilant cry about the ‘revival of Buddhism’ in Ceylon, Japan, 
Siam, <&c., and we find that Buddhism is being ‘ vitalised ’ in 
precisely the same fashion, by forcing the study of Theosophical 
literature on the natives, with, in this case, the Tripitikas sub­
stituted for the Upanishads, to give the requisite Buddhistic 
flavour. In the same way Parseeism is being ‘ vitalised,’ only 
the Avesta supplies the local colour in that instance. In all 
cases it is Blavatskyism that is the basis of the ‘ teaching,* that 
is to say, a monstrous and childish cosmogony, entrenched in a 
hatred of science and modern thought, which even out-Romes 
Rome. What does this mean 1 It surely means that Blavat­
skyism is seeking to conquer the East by appearing before the 
ignorant and extremely emotional inhabitants, now in the guise 
of ‘Hinduism,* now got up to imitate ‘Parseeism,’now disguised 
as ‘ Buddhism.’

In an article in ‘ Lucifer * called ‘ The Rationale of Life,’ by 
a lady Theosophist, this contempt for science is undisguised. 
The writer says that if science contradicts Theosophy (as it 
certainly does), then ‘ the voice of our highest intuitions ’ tells 
us that ‘ Science is false, because our hearts are true. Not to 
her will we go in search of our principle of Life.* What is it 
then that our true hearts tell us, which contradicts knowledge— 
for science is nothing but organised knowledge ? It seems that 
our true hearts tell us the whole Blavatskyan religion: ‘ The 
Divine Child, having become, first, his own nursery, moves 
slowly up the arc of matter, by a series of gradually lessening 
limitations, until, his school-house ready, he throws off the last 
veil and becomes, himself, the scholar,* &c. Our true hearts 
also anthropomorphise Nature, and make her a bungling God­
dess of a strictly theological kind : ‘ In the First, Second, and 
early Third pre-human races we have the primitive attempts of 
Nature to fashion a bodily vehicle. In the Lemurians of the 
later* Third, and the Atlanteans of the Fourth, Nature succeeds 
with the lower vehicle, but fails with the higher,’ &c.

In ‘The Theosophist’ we find a sample of the stuff with 
which Theosophists are mentally feeding the young Hindu, in 
their ‘ Young Men’s Associations.’ ‘ The Necessity of Spiritual 
Culture ’ is an article which was read as a paper before the 
Young Men’s Association of Baroda, by a Hindu gentleman. 
The writer, among other things, says

Spirit is the synthesis of all science, all philosophy, all 
morals ; it is the All. . . . I would request your attention 
to the names of Aristotle, Plato, Berkeley, Spinoza, Kant, 
Hegel, Schopenhauer, and many thinkers of ancient and 
modern note, not to mention Buddha, Sankara, Krishna, 
Christ, Mahommed, Zoroaster, Confucius, and all religious 
thinkers of every age of the world, who have asserted and 
proved the existence of spirit in this sense of the word.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
[TAe Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents, and 

sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose of pre­
senting views that may elicit discussion.]

Th Theosophical Society.—Resignation of Mr. Herbert Burrows.
Sir, —During the past few years I have publicly advocated 

Theosophy in connection with the Theosophical Society. Will 
you allow me to say as publicly, through your columns, that I 
have felt compelled to resign my membership of that body ?

The recent disclosures of fraud which have split the Society 
led me to further investigations, impossible before, which have 
thoroughly convinced me that for years deception in the Society 
has been rampantdeception to which Madame Blavatsky was 
sometimes a party.

Both Colonel Olcott, the president of the Society, and Mr. 
Sinnett, the vice-president, believe her to have been partially 
fraudulent. To the charges of fraud brought by Mrs. Besant 
against Mr. Judge, the late vice-president, may be added grave 
accusations against ■—•—, laid before him by Mrs. Besant and 
Mr. Judge.
[Mr. Burrows gives the name, but we think it prudent to with­

hold it at present.~Ed. ‘Light.’]
To this organisation, in which these and other questionable 

things take place, I can no longer give my recognition 
and support, and although I do not in any way give up the 
essential ideas of Theosophy, I leave the Society ; for, as it 
now exists, I believe it to be a standing danger to honesty 
and truth, and a perpetual open door to superstition, delusion, 
and fraud. Herbert Burrows.

68, Aberdeen-road, Highbury Park, London, N. 
October 2nd, 1895.

The Healing Art.-Answer to Inquirers.
Sir,—As it is impossible for me to answer individually the 

many readers of ‘ Light ’ who ask me whether I can cure their 
complaints, I beg you kindly to allow me to answer them 
collectively through your paper, and to tell them, as I have 
done in other similar cases, that it is impossible to give any 
accurate information without a personal examination, at the 
same time apologising to them for this mode of communication.

F. Omerin. G.C.E.R.. K. Ch. III.

Spiritualism and Christianity.
Sir,—-In a recent issue of one of our Spiritualist papers is 

the following startling statement:—
We have never met with a spirit who went away a 

rational, truth-loving individual, who, when he came back, 
declared that he had found Jesus ; that his sine were for­
given ; or that he had found in the spirit world that 
Christianity was true. We have held intercourse with many 
spirits who confess they were sadly misled, and have become 
disillusioned.
I, in common with many others who are interested in Spirit­

ualism, would be glad to know whether this statement is in 
accordance with facts, and whether it coincides with your own 
experience and that of other advanced Spiritualists. M. B. B.

Sir,—The-light of the Southern Cross is above me as I 
venture to pen a few lines to thank ‘ F. L. D.’ for his interest­
ing letter to ‘ Light ’ of June 15th, 1895, which, in a measure, 
embodies the teaching we ourselves receive. Referring to the 
many communications I have read on the subject, it has often 
struck me that, if Christ Jesus be really believed in as the 
‘ greatest teacher ’ who ever walked this earth, He must also be 
credited as having received, spiritually, the highest and truest 
guidance ; and He must, therefore, have given the true teach­
ings as to His Work, Origin and Destiny. He must either be 
perfect Truth or the direct opposite, and, if the latter, then 
must it have been the greatest fraud ever perpetrated on 
humanity. It is Christ’s spiritual presence, His promise to us as 
‘ the Comforter,* which has sustained thousands upon thousands 
of mortals in hours of peril, anguish, and bereavement, heroic 
martyrdom, and the fiercest struggle of temptation. When He 
is perfectly believed in, then shall His ‘ Kingdom come ’ here on 
earth, as in the world of Light Beyond.

* The last Pope according to this prophecy is to bear the same name 
as the first, which has never been used by any of his successors as yet.

I have purposely abstained from quoting Scripture or any 
writings attributed to apostles, seers, or prophets, ‘a distinc­
tion with little difference,’ being merely desirous to draw 
attention to the whole teachings of Christ, and belief in their 
origin as revealed Truth.

Gisborne, New Zealand. Amatob.

Materialisations.

Sib.—Mr. Forbes, in answering my letter, evades complying 
with my request for an explanation of how his theory accounts 
for the several phases of materialisation which I instanced. He 
merely refers me to his statement of his theory, and repeats it, 
but with an important difference. In his first letter he suggests 
that the intelligence animating the materialised form ‘ will be 
in accord with the intelligence of the dominant mind * at the 
séance, while in his second letter he suggests that the ‘ intelli­
gence or intelligences are a composite or composites of medium 
and sitters.’ I fail to see how either suggestion accounts for 
the facts observed at materialisations. Take, for instance, the 
case of several forms appearing at one and the same time, heard, 
felt, and recognised by one, and sometimes by more, of the 
sitters. Are there as many dominant minds operating at the 
same time as there are forms manifesting : if so, why do they 
not neutralise each other ? Or are there several combinations 
of composite intelligences animating the forms at one and the 
same time ? If so, would it not be expected that the combina­
tions would change and modify from time to time, and conse­
quently the forms also, like the permutations of the kaleidoscope? 
Again, take the case of a form appearing which no one present 
desires, which all are exteinely anxious should leave, but which 
nevertheless persists in remaining during the sitting, while 
other forms also appear.

Will Mr. Forbes please explain how his dominant mind 
theory, or his composite intelligence theory, accounts for these 
and the other phases specified in my letter? W. J.

The Case of Miss Vaughan.

Sib,—The correspondent quoted in ‘ C. 0. M.'s ’ article on 
this subject, and who signs ‘ One who prayed for Miss Vaughan,’ 
does not, perhaps, remember that the prediction of which he 
speaks regarding the three genealogical periods preceding the 
birth of Anti-Christ, is but another reading of the old prophecy 
of the successors of St. Peter, who are to sit in his Chair during 
the last epochs of Papal succession.

I refer to the prophecy made by St. Malachy, Archbishop of 
Armagh, in 1148—as follows :—

In the last persecution of the Holy Roman Church shall 
sit Roman Peter the Second,* who will pasture the sheep 
amongst many tribulations, and when this is ended the City 
of the Seven Walls will be lain low, and the terrible Judge 
will judge his people.—Amen.
This is a list of the signs or emblems of the concluding 

Popes :—•
PAST.

‘ Apostolic Pilgrim ’ .............. • • • Pius VI.
‘Eagle’ ... ... ... ...
‘ Dog and Snake ’ ..............
‘ Man of Religion ’ ..............
‘From the baths of Etruria’ ...
1 The Cross by the Cross ’ ...

• • •
• • •
• • •
• • •
• • •

Pius VII.
Leo XII.
Pius VIII..
Gregory XVI.
Pius IX.

PRESENT.

‘ Light in the Heavens ’ ...
FUTURE.

1 .—‘ Burning Fire ’ ..............
2 .—‘ Religion laid Low ’ ...
3 .—‘ Intrepid Faith  ..............’
4,—‘ Angelic Shepherd ’ ...
5 .—Shepherd and Mariner ’...
6 .—‘ Flower of Flowers  ...’
7 .—‘ Of the half Moon  ...’
8 .—‘ Of the work of the Sun ’
9 .—‘ Fame of the Olive ’ ...

• • • Leo XIII.

• • •
• • •

• • •
• • •
• • •
• • •
• • •

•
• • •
• • ♦

Thus, while nine is said to be the number of the succession of 
Popes before the final revelation of Anti-Christ as taught by 
the Luciferians, so we see has the same number been prophesied 
as being the number from this present occupier of the Chair of 
St. Peter to the final end of all Papal succession ; by a high and 
inspired dignitary of the Roman Church, who lived and pro­
phesied over seven hundred yeirs ago—in the year 1148 or 
seven centuries before ‘ The Cross by the Cross,’ Pius IX., 
made joint but abortive cause in the struggle for liberty in 1848.

‘ The Light in the Heavens,’ with the comet and star on his 
armorial bearings, is still shining, and the efforts which Leo
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Since 1880 there has been a serial, now published at 
Bordeaux, called ‘ La Légitimité, Organe de la Survivance du 
Roi Martyr.* Of course, it often repeats the same histories. 
So here is one that has been frequently told before ; but in this 
case it comes from two letters from two new sources. This 
history maintains that the Duc de Berry, the second son of the 
Comte d’Artois, afterwards Charles X., being acknowledged 
as heir presumptive to the throne, refused to accept that title 
to the detriment of his cousin, Louis XVII., whom he knew to 
be alive. This tale was renewed so lately as in4 La Légitimité * 
for August 1st, 1895, in two new letters (already referred to) ; 
one from a Mons, de Poulpiquet, of Brescauvel, and another 
from a lady, aged seventy-nine, a Madame de Breban, of 
Manoir de Keramidy, the widow of a garde du corps of the 
Royal family from 1815 to 1830. These letters are on 4 the 
famous discussion between Louis XVIII., the Duchesse 
d’Angoulême, sister to the Dauphin, or Louis XVII., and the 
Duc de Berry.* This ‘ discussion ’ took place in January, 1820. 
On the 13th of the following month the Duc de Berry was 
assassinated.

Of the two letters I chiefly extract from that of Madame de 
Breban. She says : 4 The letter of Mons. Ernest de Poulpiquet,of 
the Château of Brescauvel, reproduces exactly my recollections 
regarding the conversation of Louis XV1IL, the Duc de Berry, 
and the Duchesse d’Angoulême. The door, pushed violently by 
one of them, remained ajar. The discussion was very vehement, 
the King and his nephew spoke very loudly. It was impossible 
that the garde du corps then on service should not have heard 
this conversation, which hinged entirely on the despised rights 
of the son of Louis XVI., miraculously saved from the Temple 
prison. The Duc de Berry implored the King to recognise his 
nephew.’ M. de Poulpiquet tell us : ‘The King, furious, turned 
his nephew and niece out of the room for daring to show him 
the way of duty.*

Madame de Breban says in her letter that : ‘ her husband, 
himself a garde du corps, had often told her the name of the 
garde du corps on duty, but she now forgets it ; and that he heard 
the quarrel plainly through the door ajar.’

Mons, de Poulpiquet says that : 4 this family disagreement 
was a subject of frequent conversation among the gardes du 
corps of that period.’

I turn now to an English translation of Bonnechose’s ‘Histoire 
de France.’ This time it was the King’s favourite, Decase, who 
suffered. Bonnechose says : 4 The death of the Duc de Berry 
spread consternation throughout Paris. The fury of the Royalists 
knew no bounds ; they made Mons. Decase responsible for the 
crime. . . . Royalists and Liberals provoked his fall ; he 
still resisted, for his power was rooted in the heart of the King ; 
but the Count d’Artois, afterwards Charles X., and the Duchesse 
d’Angoulême earnestly required of Louis XVIII. the dismissal of 
his favourite. And Mons. Decase received the title of Duke, and 
was appointed ambassador to London.’

William R. Tomlinson, M.A.
Information Wanted.

Sir,—Please excuse my taking the liberty of addressing you 
these lines, but I know no source from which I should be able 
to obtain better information on the subject in question, than 
your paper 4 Light.’

I am still a scholar in the science of Spiritism, and, most un­
fortunately, mediums are a great deal more scarce here in 
Germany than, as it seems, they are in your country. On this 
account I have had up to the present no opportunity to be 
present at a séance and have had to be satisfied with table­
sittings and the reading of good books.

In perusing Herr Aksakoff, for instance, I find some seem­
ing contradictions, the reason for which I am unable to find. 
Would your readers be kind enough to solve the riddle for me ?

It is said to be a rule that the physical materials of which a 
spirit makes use during his materialisation, and which he mostly 
draws from the medium, or from objects near at hand, return to 
their original source along with the dematerialisation. It is 
said repeatedly that spirit-hands which had been stained by soot 
or colour, left stains on the person of the medium. How, then, 
is it to be explained, that, although the mediums wear black 
dresses and the spirits appear in perfect white, after de­
materialisation the dress of the medium remains as black as 
before ? One would think there ought to be seen white spots on 
the black material which the medium wears.

A second point which I cannot well understand, is the 
manner of guarding against fraud by fastening the hands and 
feet of the medium by cords, when it has often been proved 
possible for impostors to get free of them for a time, and to slip 
into them again afterwards. To me it seems that this would be 
impossible if thin silk threads were used for the purpose, as 

they would be unable to slip them off and on at their con­
venience. In the second place, it would be a great deal more 
convenient to the medium who is to be subjected to the binding.

I hope some of your readers will explain. ■
Hamburg. R. S.

Correction.
Sib,—It is my fault that through the omission of two words 

in my last letter, a sentence barely makes sense. The reading 
should be 4 Mr. Stead has made known the fact that through 
his automatic hand he receives replies to questions addressed to 
his assistant editor, who may be asleep or awake at the time of 
asking. * 4 Bidston. *

SOCIETY WORK.
23, Devonshire-roa d, Forest Hill.—The above rooms will 

be re opened on Sunday next, at 7 p.m., by Mrs. Bliss.—J. B.
8, Bailey-street, Bedford-square, W.C.—At the meeting 

held on Tuesday last, Mr. Peters delivered a short trance 
address, which was followed by successful clairvoyance by Mrs. 
Graddon.—E. G. .

Dawn of Light Circle, Flat 2, 52, Wells-street. 
Oxford-street.—Séances are held on Mondays and Wednes­
days at eight o’clock. Mediums, various. Wednesday next, 
Mr. Robson, clairvoyant.—M. H.

Spiritual Hall, 111, Clarendon-road, Notting Hill, W.— 
On Sunday last Mr. Humphries controls gave -an interesting 
discourse upon Spiritualism,including some remarkable personal 
experiences. Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mr. Robson ; Tuesday, 
at 8 p.m., Mrs. Mason ; October 13th, Mr. Walker.—J. H. B., 
Hon. Sec.

Welcome Hall, 218, Jubilee-street, Mile End.—On 
Sunday last Mr. Brenchley delivered a short address, followed 
by successful clairvoyance by Mrs. Brenchley. The hall was 
crowded. On Sunday next we hold our first anniversary meet­
ing and flower service in memory of the passing away of Mrs. 
Marsh. The service will be conducted by Mr. Veitch, and the 
chair will be taken by Mr. Emms.—E. Flint, Sec.

Cavendish Rooms, 51, Mortimer-stbeet, W.—On Sunday 
last, 4 Spiritualists : Their Losses and Gains,’ formed the sub­
ject of a remarkably fine discourse by the inspirera of Mr. 
J. J. Morse. To listen to 4 Tien’s ’ powerful oratory, to his 
masterly treatment of the many issues arising from the matters 
involved, and to note the way in which he brought the many 
lessons contained in the address to the point which enabled all 
to completely grasp the import of, and deep necessity for, such 
a comprehensive and able examination of the Spiritualists’ 
standpoint, was in itself an education. Next Sunday, at 7 p.m., 
Mr. W. T. Cooper will deliver a short address, followed by 
clairvoyance by Miss Rowan Vincent.— L. H.

Peckham Spiritual Mission, Chepstow Hall.—On Tues­
day in last week we held our circle, and had a most harmonious 
meeting. We are giving free healing at these circles, and find 
that those friends who are already benefited are introducing 
others ; in fact, we are increasing our membership weekly. On 
Sunday, Mr. J. Kinnersley Lewis took oui platform, Mr. 
Edwards in the chair, and gave an address on 4 Civilisation of 
Past Ages,’ which was well received. He then read an unpub­
lished poem entitled 4 A Dream of Hades,’ which is a companion 
picture to a poem previously read by him on his last visit, 
showing the different phases of Christianity and Spiritualism. 
On Sunday next Mrs. Viola Stanley will be with us, service 
commencing at seven o’clock, sharp ; Tuesday, circle at 8 p.m.— 
J. C. Jones. Hon. Sec.

Surrey Masonic Hall, Camberwell New-road, S.E.—On 
Sunday last Mr. Long delivered an address on ‘ What have the 
Spirits taught us ? ’ Their three cardinal teachings, delivered 
with no uncertain tones, were : The immortality of man, in­
dependent of race, creed, or colour ; that his position in the 
spirit world is due to his actions here, not his beliefs ; and the 
grand truth that stretching through eternity is one glorious road 
of progress if we but will to tread it. This is, Mr. Long stated, 
the teaching of Christ, and he instanced the parable of Dives 
and Lazarus, where Dives suffered, not on account of his 
belief, but because of his misspent opportunities. Next Sunday, 
at 6.30 p.m., we hold an open circle to show that the spirit can 
inspire to-day as well as eighteen hundred years ago.—J. J.

Stratford Society of Spiritualists.—On Sunday next, 
several speakers will occupy our platform. On Sunday last, Mr. 
Veitch gave an interesting lecture on 4 Mesmerism and Magnet­
ism ’ to a crowded audience. His telling remarks were highly 
appreciated. Our social tea will take place on Thursday, October 
10th. Tickets Is. each, for tea and entertainment ; 8d. for 
entertainment only. All tickets not returned by Sunday, 
October 6th, will be considered as sold. Tickets can be had of 
Mrs. Lambert, 10, Keogh-road, Stratford. The above will be 
for the benefit of our building fund. Our musical director, Mr. 
Gozzett, has provided an attractive programme. Any moneys 
received for the building fund will be thankfully acknowledged 
by the secretary at 23, Keogh-road, Stratford, or by J. Robert­
son, Esq., 13, Bothwick-road, Forest Gate.—T. R. MacCallum, 
Hon. Sec
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