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PRDERS-FOR "LTGHT
WILL BE

RECEIVED AT ALL THE BOOKSTALLS

oFr

MESSRS. W. H. SMITH AND SONS

THROUGHOUT THE KINGDOM.

9, HART STREET, BLOOMSBURY, LONDON,

Formerly of York-street, Covent Garden, and late Director and Manager
of Kegan Panl. Trench, Triibner. and Co., Limited, begs to annonnce
that be will RESUME BUSINESS as a PUBLISHER, on his awn
account, wpon October Ist next. He will be glad in the meantime to
hear from authors with MSS. ready for publication, and to consider pro-
posals for new books, Address, as above.

S, SAINSBURY'S
LAVENDER WATER. |

From English Lavender Flowers, and most choice and delicate scents.

Manufaectory: 176, 177, STRAND, LONDON.
Sold throughout the Country in Rottles from 18 fo 16s. 6d.
ESTABLISHED OVER HALF A CENTURY.

THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLTANCE.

2, DUKE STREET, ADELPHI, W.C.
This Society of Spiritualists, founded for the

purpose, primarily, of uniting those who share a common faith,
and then of giving information respecting tbat faith to those who geek
for it. occupies Chambers at the above address. There will be found an
extensive library of works especially attractive to Spiritnalists, the
various Jonrnalg of Spiritualism published in this and other countries;
and opportonities of converse with friends like-minded. The Alliance
holde periodical meetings at which papers on interesting phases of the
subject are read, and discussion is invited. Donations solicited.

Minimum Annual Sukteeription of Members and Associates, One
Guinea, payable in advance, and on the Iet Jannary in each year.
Further particulars may be obtained from B. D. GODFREY, Librarian,
on the premises.

ORIGINALLY ESTABLISHED, 1883,

MRS. J. J. MORSE'S HOTEL,
FLORENCE HOUSE, !

23, OSNABURGH STREET, REGENT’S PARK, LONDON, N.W.
The Only Spiritualisé Hotel in London.

The Hotel is very centrally sitnated. All Places of Amusement, Busi-
aess, or General Interest are easily and cheapiy accessible. The main
lines of railway have their termini within a shilling cab ride. Omnibuses
from and to nearly all railwaye and places of amusement pass within
ten doors of the house.

Every attention is paid to cleanliness and comfort, by which, combined
with moderate charges, the Hotel has always been so well and
favourably known as a “HoME FRoM HoMRE " by its many patrons,

Full turitf sent, port free. Letters and telegrams promptly attended
to. Addreps all communications t2 Mg, J J. Moisg.

! PerPosi,108.104. per annum,

MODERN SONG
FROM CLASSIC STORY

VERSE SUGGESTED BY SOME OF THE MOST INTKRESTING
AND INSTRUCTIVE CHARACTERS AND EVENTS OF
MYTHOLOGY AND CLASSICAL HISTORY,

BY

G. HUNT JACKSON.

Published by SPOTTISWOODE & Co., New Street Square, London, E.C.
Cloth Gilt, 2s. 6d.; Extra Gilt, for Presentation, 3s. 6d.

Mr. Jesse F, SHEPARD, in writing to the author. says: ‘I
take the opportunity of sending you a few lines to tell you how
much I appreciate your ‘* Modern Song from Classic Story.”
The last poem is strikingly suggestive ; and the sentiments ex-
pressed are just what I have felt about England. We are sitting
over a social voleano, but the governing powers have taken no
heed of the ashes already fallen about them ; the eruption will
engulf them,’

The following Poem is a sample of the character of the book:—

THE DEAD MUSICIAN.

It is recorded of ORPHEUS that after his death he received divine
honoure, and that near his tomb the nightingales built their nests, and
sang with surpassing sweetness.

His harp is broken ! Some declare him dead.
We only say—* A prince of song is fled !’

The song is fled. ’Tis the best word we know
In earth’s vocabulary ; words do but flow
Congested, to express cublimest thought,

There is no death to Song ; her wings were wrought
In heaven, where Music hath her natlive sphere,
Returning thither after lingering here.

Heaven knows no broken melodies in death,
No blank annihilation of the breath

That stirred to song the fitting instrument
Which is not ours to keep, but only lent ;

And when the singer can no more abide

The instrument is closed and laid aside,

Only to be retained for memory’s shrine,
Where roses and white lilies intertwine,

To breathe of life, and show the fragrant sign.
Around that shrine assemble in a crowd

Song's lingering memories without & shroud—
Love's nightingales of many a tender strain
That wake the silence with a sweet refrain.
There Faith and Hope surround a vestal lame, —
The stainless virgins of enduring name

Who love to linger near us while we wait

In expectation of life’s western gate,

Whose bright inscription hearts delight to read ;
Leaving to unharmonious souls the creed,

The cold and songless creed that knows no life
Beyond the years of earth’s discordant strife,—
Where lives re-tuned and harmonies well met
Shall find lost chords and melodies re-set,
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EALING ART.--F.OMERIN,G.C.E.R ,K.Ch.ITIL,,

Fellow of several Scientific and other Learned Societies.—
3, BOLSTRODR-S8TRVET, CAVENDISH-EQUARK. W,
1\' adame Greck, 46, FINBOROUGH-ROAD, SOUTH
KensinaTON, S.W. Private Seances by appointment; or at
lzl_{e daily frem 10 am. to 5 pm. Medical only.

Dr. Mack will attend Patients by appomt-
ment. Defective Eyesight a epeciality. 58, Margaret-street, Caven-
dish-square, W.

A Skilful Lady Physi-cia.n and Writer visits

Patients for Paychic Treatment (in London and sunurbs) by previoua
appointment. Highly successful experience in Lancashire. Write. en-
closing stamp. to ‘Graduate,’ care of T. J. Sanders, 11, Ludgate Hill, E.C.

Miss MacCreadie, Clairvoyante and Psycho-

metrist. (Away from home at present.)

(J‘URATIVE MacNerism.—Mr. W. H. Edwards,

whose remarkable cures in cases of Paralysis, Epilepsy, Insomnia,
and Nervous Disorders, are well authenticated, may be consulted between
11 and 4, or by a‘ppoinzmont. Mr. Edwards's guides diagnose and locate
disene.WReIief rom pain guaranteed.—45, Margaret-street, Cavendish-
square, W.

\.. rs. Spring, Clairvoyante and Trance Medium.
. At home, except on Sundays, 11a.m. to 4 p.m., for Private Sittings.
By letter first.—Private Circles attended.—245, Kentish Town-road, N.W,

\ agnetic Healing, Diagnosis of Diseases,

Business Clairvoyance. Private Sittings; Testimonialg and Refer-
ences. Fifteen years' experience, Free Healing. Sundays, at 11 a.m.;
Developing Circles, Tuesdays and Thuradays, at 7.45 p.m, Deors closed
at 8 o'clock —Mns. 8. H. Jacksov, 98, Gt. Portland-street, W.

Aliss Lottie Fowler, the Gifted Test Medium.
1“ —~Questions by mail, 10s. 6d.—326, Courtland-street, Baltimore,
Maryland, US.A,

N r. J. J. Vango, Clairvoyant and Healing
4 Medinm, At home daily from 10 a.m. to i p.m., or by appointment,
Applicants visited at their own residence if required. Séances for
investigatora Monday and Thuraday evenings, at 8 p.m.—438, Cambridge-
gardens, North Kensington, W. (close to Notting Hill Station).

sTROLOGY.— HELIOS (commended by J. J.

Morse, the late 'M.A (Oxon.)' and J. Burns) delineates Character,
Abilities, Business Prospects, Health, Marriage, &c., &c.—Write for
circular to J, HeL1os, 1, PRATT-STRERT, HALIFAX.

Uuccessful Psychometry and Clairvoyance, by

Mrs. GRADDON, at 8, Bailey-street, Bedford-square, W.C. At home
daily. 11till 5; private sittings, is. (by appoiniment preferred). Tuesdays
and Thursdays, Circle, 8 p m. 8.13, 1s.

Advice on Mediumship and the Oceult

Sciences by correspondence. Development in Clairvoyance,
Paychometry. Healing. Automatic Writing, Crystal Gazing, Mesmerigm,
n apeciality. Send lock of bair or letter for delineation. Terms for time
rendered 108, 6d. Three months' tuition, 2 guineas,—R. ENGLAND,
Publiebing Office, 51. New Oxford-street, London.

CHOICE GIFT BOOKS.

‘LEAVES FROM THE TREE OF LIFE,

Shorter Essays on this Life and the next, from uncollscted wiitinga
of the Author of

‘FROM OVER THE TOMB' (Third Edition)
(T'ranslated into Krench and German.)
‘FROM SOUL TO SOUL.
‘A CHAPLET OF AMARANTH.’
AU published at 2. 6d., la., and 3d. Post free.

JAMES BURNS, 56, Gerar Quexx Sterer. LONDON, W.C., AN
ALl BOUKSELLERS.

SECOND-HAND BOOKS.

Live Lights or Dead Lights (Altar or Table). By HARGRAVE
JENNINGS, Author of *The Rosicrucians, & Cloth, 2a, post free.

OFrice or ‘ Licut,” 2, Duke S‘l‘l;ll'l‘, Apereni, W.C.

WESTON-SUPER-MARH.

lirst-class Boarding House and Private

Hydro. Turkish and other Baths. Electric, Magnetic. and Botanic
treatment. Massuge. Home comforts. Close to ses. with pretty sur-
roundings.—G. E. ALDRIDGE, Proprietor.

The Friars Printing Association, Ltd.,
Commercial & General Printers

(Printers of “LiguT"),

12, WHITEFRIARS STREET, FLEET STREET,E.C,

(Oetclier 5, 1895,

WORKS BY MR. STAINTON MOSES.

MAY BE HAD AT THE OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT’

Direct Writing by Supernormal Means: A
Record of Evidence for Spirit-Action in the manner before called
;'yc'";;’gm"hy' By “M.A. (Oxon.)” (W. Starxtoxy Moses),

Tice 9d.

Visions ; or Teachings given to “ M.A.(Oxon.)”
(W.STAINTONMO8ES). Reprinted from* LIGHT. ' Price 13d., post free.

Second Sight : Problems counected with
Prophetic Vision and Recorde illustrative of the Gift. By “M.A.
(Oxox.)" (W. STaiNTON MOSEs). Price 14d., post free.

_& Memorial Edition of ‘Spirit Teachings,
4i with Portrait of W. Stainton Moses and a Biography by Mr.
CaArLTON T. SrEER. Price 4s. 6d.; postage 44d. Copies may
be obtained from the Office of ‘LiguTt,’ 2, Duke-street, Adelphi,
London, W._,; E.W. Allen, 4, Ave Maria-lane, London, E.C.; or from
lgesss:. Colby & Rich, Office of the ‘Banner of Light,’ Boston, Mass,,

‘TPhe Metaphysical Magazine,’ devoted to
Occult, Pkilosophic, and Scientific Research; Mental Healing and
Pusychic Phenomena. The only first-class magazine in the world devoted
to the higher or Metaphysical side of every important subject of life,
presented in u trustworthy manner by the best writers of the day in all
Furts of the world. Yearly subscription, 24 dol. ; single copies, 25 cents.
n foreign countries, # 25 dol. per annum. For sale by Gay aNp BIRD,
5, Chandos-street, Strand, London, W.C. Issued monthly hy The
Metaphysical Publishing Company, 508, Fifth-avenue, New York.

‘T ucifer .’ a Theosophical Monthly. This
magazine ig devoted to inquiry into Religion, Metaphysics, Philo-
sophy, Psychology, and the Occult Sciences. Its standpointis purely
unsectarian, and its columns are open to free discussion of these subjects,
Price 1a. 6d.; subscription, post free, 17s. 6d. per annum.—London : The
Theosophical Publishing Company, 7, Duke-street, Adelphi, W.C.

: ’

‘Mhe Coming Day’ (John Page Hopps
Monthly) : for the advocacy of the Reli§ion of Kumanit{;, tased

on the permanent foundations of the Fatherhood of God and the Brother-
hood of Man. Prica #d.—London : Williame & Norgate, Henrietta-street,
Covent Garden. One copy will be regularly sent to any address for
3s. 6d. a year.

‘Mhe Lyceum Banner:’ a monthly journal

L for Condactors, Leaders, and Members of the Children’s Progres-
sive Lyceum. Edited by J. J. MoRrse, assieted by FLORENCE MORSE.
All who desire to know the work the Lyceuw is doing for the diffusion of
Spiritualism among the young shounld read the ‘ Lyceum Banner.' 1d., or
ls. 6d. per year, post free. Special terms to Lyceums. Issued for the
first Sunday in each month at Florence House, 26, Osnaburgh-street
Enston-road, London, N.W.

. Philosophical Journal :* founded in 1865.

An organ of Psychical Research and of Religious and Social
Reform. B. F. UNpDERWuOD, Editor; SARA A. UNDERWOOD, Assoc.
Editor; Thomas G, Newman, Publisher. Terme, 12s. 6d. a year.—147,
South Western-avenue, Chicago, Illinois. English Agent: J.J. Morse,
26, Osnaburgh-street, Euston-road. Londor, N.W.

‘Danner of Light :’ the oldest journal in the

world devoted to the Spiritual Fhilosophy. Issned weekly at 9,
Bosworth-street, corner Province-street, Boston, Mass. Business Manager,
Isaa0o B. Rice; Editor, JouN W.Day; Associate Editor, HExrRY W.
PrTMAN. Aided by a large corps of able writers.  The * Banner’ ia a
first-class family newspaper. embracing a Literary Department; Reports
of Spiritual Lectures; Spirit Message %epartment; }{:ports of Spiritual
Phenomena, and Contributions by the most talented writers in the world,
&c., &e. Terms of subacription, in advance, 10 any foreign country em-
braced in the Universal Postal Unton: per year, 12s. 6d.; six months,
6s. 6d. J. J. Morse, 26, Osnaburgh-street, Euston-road, London, N.W.,
will receive subscriptions for the * Banner of Light'as above. Specimen
copies sent free.

» ‘

‘'I'ne Two Worlds:’ the People's popular

Penny Spiritual paper. Edited by E. W. WaLsis  Sent post free
to new readers for twenty-fonr week- for 2a. 6. The *Two \Worlda' is
devoted to the plicnowena acd philosopby ot Spiritualism, [t con-
tains a complete chironicle of the movement in Great Britain, und has an
able ataff of contributors. Specimen copiea 1}d . post free. Published
at 73a, Corporation-street, Murchester. Sold at Spiritualists' meetings,
and by all newsvendors to onder.

“'I'he Agnostic Journal and Eclectic Review.’

1 Edited by ‘SaLaniN.’ Every Thursday, price 2d. The only
journal of advanced thought of the overt and aggressive order
that has broken away from the * Freethought' traditions of Richard
Carlile and his school to adopt a policy compatible with the higher moral
tone and riper culture of modern times. It distinctly reoudiates the
crude sedition in politica and the revolting prurience in sociology which
have for 50 long made popular * Freethought'a byeword with ail whose
adherence would be of value. Free by post on the following terms:—
Quarterly, 2s. 83d.; half-yearly, 5s. 5d.; yearly 10s. 10d.—Loxndon ;
W. Stewart & Co., 41. Farringdon-stree
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“LIGHT” MAY BE OBTAINED

FROM THE FOLLOWING AGENTS.
LONDON.

Mer. E. W. ALLEN 4, Ave Maria-lane, E.C.

Mg. AvusTIY ... 4, Mount Ash-road,Sydenham,S.E

MR. AXFORD . 1, High-street, Pe.kham, S.E.

Mr BARDEN ... 13, All Saints-road, Westbourne
Park, W,

Mgs. Born . 115, London Wall, E.C.

Mgz. J. BURrnss... 56, Great Queen-street, W.0.

Askew-road, Shepherd’s Bush, W.
Opposite Forest Gate Rly. Stn., E.
40, Queen’s-road, Notting Hill.
Hill-street, Richmond, S. W.
255, High-street, Stratford, E.
Librarians, High-st., Kensington.
53, Finsbury Pavement, E.C.

MRr BUTCHER
MRgrs. CHAMBERS
Mg. Dew

Mg. Dopp

MR. DUNCOMBE
Messks. FARMER
Mg. J. FERRIES

MR. GEEVES Wightman-rd., Finsbury Park,N.
Mg. Hawrs ... The Fagade, Villiers-st., Strand.
Mgs. HowLETT ... 63, Elgin-avenue, St. Peters

Park, W.
380, Euston-road, N.W,
202, High street, Lewisham, S.E.
By the Law Courts, Strand,W.C.

Mgs. S. LABERN ;
MRg. S. A. MEADWELL ...
Mg. Murpuy ...

Mgssrs, N1cHOLS & C
MR. PEARSON .

MRg. PrerMaN .

Mg. CHARLES PERROT
Mg. TATCHAL..

MR. Tavror ...

Mg. R. TRINIMAN
MRg. WiIRBATZ

23, Oxford-street, W.

18, Shepherd’s Bush Green, W.

41,High-st., Notting Hill Gate, W.

86,Ifield-road,S.Kensington,S. W,

The Parade, Ealing.

120, Seven Sisters-road, Hollo-
way, N,

104, ngh road, Streatham, S.W.

ISa New Kent road, S E,

And at the meetings of the following London Societies ; —

ForesT HiLn ...
Manor Pargk, E.

MARYLEBONE SO0CIETY,

Cavenpisa Rooxs ...
Norrivna Hinn, W.
STRATFORD

23, Devonshire road, S.E.
13, Berkeley-ter., White Post-lane.

51, Mortimer-street, W.
111, Clarendon road.
Workman’s Hall,West Ham-In.,E

SurrEY MASONTO Hatr ~Camborwall New-road 8.2
Wholesale Agents.

Mg. E. W. ALLEN
MESSRS. APPLEYARD ...
MEessrs. BRANDON
Mg, C. A. BARTLETT ...
Messrs. Dawsow
Messrs. EvroN
M ESSRS. FARRINGTON
AND Co. ...
MEessrs, GoLDING
Mg. KINGSBURY ’
LONDON AND SUBURBAN
Pusrisaing Co.
MEessrs. MarLBORO & Co
Messrs. MARSHALL AND
Sox ...
MEssRs.
MowLEg
Mgr. Rircuie

PHILLIPS AND

Mrssrs. SIMPKIN, MAR-
sgALL, Kenr & Co.
’ .y
Mg. SO’UTHWELL
Mg. TeRRY
MEessrs. TrapPs,
Horxes anp Co.
Mr. H. WiLLiams
Messes. Winy
Mgr. G. VICKERS

4, Ave Maria-lane, E.C.
Shoe-lane, Fleet-street, E.C
Bolt-court, Fleet street, E.C.
Paternoster-square, E.C.
Bream’s-blds., Chancery-lane, E.C.
Bolt-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

Farringdon-avenue, E C.
Newecastle-street, Strand, W.C.
Racquet-court, Fleet-street, E C.

Dorset-st., Salisbury-square, E.C.
Old Bailey, E.C.

Temple-avenue, E.C.

Lovell’s-court., Paternoster row.
Pemberton - row, Gough - square,
Fleet-street, E.C.

Paternoster-row, H.C., and
Drury-court, Strand, W.C.
Ivy-lane, Paternoster-row, E.C.
Hatton-garden, E.C.

Farringdon-avenue, E.C.
Warwick-lane, Paternoster-row.
Newcastle-street, Strand, W.C.
Angel-court, Strand, W.C

COUNTRY

Barr ...
BirMiNGHAN |

BRIGHTON

”

Mr. Nash, 22, Union-passage.

J. C. Aston, 53, High street.

J C. Aston, 39 aod 40, Swasll-
brook-street.

Juhn Beal and Son, 55, East st.

Mr, A. M. Grist, 100, Western-rd.

LIGHT.

m

BristoL Mr. C. Walker, 72, City-road.
BristoL Mr Euinton, 1, Bond-st., Barton.
RURNLEY Mr. G. Hargreaves, Old Hall st.
Croypon Messrs. T. and W, French, 16,
London-road.

CARLISLE Bookstall, Citadel Station.
DARTFORD Mrs. Golding, 3, High-street.
DuBLIN . Mr. M. Byrne, 19, Harcourt-road.
EASTBOURNE ... Messrs. Partridge & Baylis

East SouTHSEA

65, Grove-road.
Mr. T. Caine, Post Office.

GLrascow Mr. Aitken, 44, Nelson-street.
Grascow Messrs. Wm. Porteous, 15, Ex-
change-place.
GRAVESEND Mr. Goodwin, High-street.
HUDDERSFIELD Mr. S. Blackburn, 136, Albert-
street, Lockwood.
GUILDFORD Mr. C. Chaplin, North-street.
GUILDFORD Mr. A. H. Salter, High-strcet.
LEICESTER Mr. T. Bent, 1, Town Hall lane.
MANCHESTER ... Messrs. Heywood, Deansgate
" Office of *The Two Worlds,’
734, Corporation-street.
NorwicH Mr. Hickling, Swan-lane.
NorTINGHAM ... Mr. W, Jebbett, 57, Parliament-st.
x Mr. Godfrey FEvans, ¢Argus’
Office, Parliament-street.
+ ... Mr. Thos. Walker, Book-avenue,
Market-place,
READING Mr. G. R. Smith, 42, King’s-road.

And at the meetings of the follounng Provincial Societies :—

82, Dalkeith-street.
107, Cape Hill and Masonic Hall,

BARROW-IN-FURNESS ...
BIRMINGHAM,SMETHWICK

CARDIFF Public Hall, Queen-street Arcade
GrAsGow 4, Carlton-place,
LIvVERPOOL ... Daulby Hall, Daulby-street.
NewcastLE-ON-TYNE ... 20, Nelson-street,
NOTTINGHAM ... Masonic Lecture Hall.
SUNDERLAND ... Spiritual Students’ Institute,

27, Ann-street.

FOREIGN AGENTS.

PARIs... Mons. Leymarie, 1, Rue Cha-

banais.
Galignani Library,
Rivoli, Paris.
BosroN, Mass.. U.S.A. Banner of Light, 9, Bosworth-st.
Cuicaco, U.S.A. Philosophical Journal, 147, South
Western Avenue.
MEeLBoURNE, AusTRALIA W. H. Terry, Austral-buildings,
Coliins-street, Enst

224, Rue de

»

l*UR SALE AT THE OFF ICE OF ¢ LIGHT 1

Addyresses delivered before the London Spiritualist Alliance.

SoMr EARLY EXPERIENCES IN SPIRITUALISM.
DRAYSON. Price 1d.

SPIRITUALISM : SoME AsPrcts OF CoMrorT. By Mr. ALaric
A. Warrs. Price 2d.

SoMe THINGS THAT I DO KNOW OF SPIRITUALISM, AND SOME
THAT I D0 NoT KNOw : A Chapter of Autobiography. By W.
STAINTON MosEs. Price 3d.

AN EXAMINATION OF THE ARGUMENT FOR RE-INCARNATION
FROM ALLEGED REMINISCENCES OF A FORMER LiFE. By THOMAS
SEORTER, Price 2d

SpiriTUALISM AND RkLIGION : POINTS OF AFFINITY AND
DIVERGENCE. By MoReLL THEOBALD. Price 2d,

Tae InTERIOR LIFE FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE MYSTICS.
By ArTHUR Epwanp Warte. Price 2d.

SauvLs Visit To THE Woman oF ENDOR.
per RJ.L. Price 1d.

A Porurar MISCONCEPTION OF THE RELATION BETWEESN
SOTENOE AND SPIRITUALISM. By THoMAS SHORTER. Price 2¢

By General

By ALLAMENE

The complete set of these Addresses as above post free for 1a. 3d.

Spirit, Workers in the Home Cirele. Bv

MORELL THEOBALD. A few copies of this work still meals acd
can be procured from the office of “LiGHT.” Price fun, or fowe by pont,
Ae, 433,
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STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED TO ORDER.

Post Free from the office of ‘LIGHT’ at the prices quoted.

iv LIFIGHT.

‘Hygnotism Simplified and Explained and
roved to be a Boen to Mankind.’” By JoserR DARBY. Part I

ipp., Ilustrated. Post frea 6d.

‘Day Visions and Clairvoyant Night Dreams.’
With facts on Somnambulism and Prevision, By JOSEPE DARBY.
Part I1. 127pp. Post free 9d.

‘Researches in the Phenomena of Spiritual-
ism’ By WrILLiAM Crooxes, F.R.S. Handsome ocloth.
Illustrated. &s. 5d.

‘Tlootfalls on the Boundary of Another

World." With parrative iliustrations. By ROBERT DALE OWEN.
Post 8vo, 7s. 103d.

‘[)ebatable Land between this World and the

Next.' With illustrative narrations. By ROBERT DALE OWeN.
Second Edition, Crown 8vo, 7s. 104d.

‘Mhreading my Way : Twenty-seven years of
Autobiography.” By RoBRRT DALE OWEN. Crown 8vo, 7s. 103d.
‘Hafed, Prince of Persia’: His Experience in
Earth-Life and Spirit-Life, being Spirit Communications received
through Mr. David Duguid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Medium. With
an Appendix containing communications from the Spirit Artists, Ruoisdal
and Steen. 5H92pp. ds,

‘ITermes, a Disciple of Jesus:" His Life and
Miggionary Work, together with Incidents in the Life of Jesus.
Sequel to ‘Tafed.” 450pp. 4s.

. R
: M odern Mystics and Modern Magic.” Con-
1k taining a Full Biofgraphy of the Rev. William Stainton Moses,
together with Sketches of Swedenborg, Bochme, Madame Guyon, the
Dluminati, Kabbalists, Theosophists, French Spiritists, &c., &e. By
ArTHUR LiLLIE. Crown 8vo, 172pp. Cloth, 6s. 6d.

" I‘he Clairvoyance of Bessie Williams’ (Mrs.
Russell-Davies). With Preface by FLOwWENCE MARRYAT. 8vo,
270pp. Handsome Cloth, 6s. 6d.

"l‘hroﬁgh the Gates of Gold’ A Fragment

of Thought. By Mangrr Corrias. Cloth. 4s. 9d.

. Py . -
‘T ight on the Path.” A Treatise written for

the Personal Use of those who are ignorant of the Eastern
Wisdom, and who desire to enter within iia influence, written down by
M. C. Price 1a. 8d.

= ’ .

‘(Vlothed with the Sun.” Being the Book of

the Illuminations of Anna (Bonus) Kingsford. Edited by EDWARD
MaITLAND. Contents : Dedication; Preface. Part I.—Concerning the
Three Veils between Man and God. Part II.—The Book of the Mysteries
of God. Part TTT.—Concerning the Divine Image; or, The Vision of
Adonai. Appergix. Notes, Definiticns, and Fxplanations, 12mo,
Cloth .8s.

“Nhe Perfect Way; or, The Finding of Christ.’
1 By Axya Kinesrord and Epwarp Marteaxp. Third edition,
reviged, square imo, 8s,

‘Mhe Elements of Hypnotism : the Induction

of Hypnosis, Its Phenomena, Dangers and Value' By R. HArgy
VINCENT. Crown 8vo, 270pp. Cloth, s, 44, ‘A simple account of the
nature and effects of Hypnotism, to show how the state is produced, and
what it is.' With twenty Illustrations showing Experiments,

‘Daracelsus.” The Life of Philippus Theo-

phrastus Bombast of Hokenheim, known by the name of Para-
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

In ‘The Housewife,’ for September, we see a noticeable
series of character sketches by Dr. J. Coates, on Faraday,
Hume, and Huxley. The sketches are written with a good
deal of diserimination ; and one important point of view
taken by the writer is that which relates to the belief in
progress beyond the life of the body—Huxley and Faraday
supplying a tempting contrast. Faraday was a ‘believer’
of an almost abject type. IHuxley was an unbeliever with
an almost piratical joy in blowing out of the water vessels
bound for far-off shores. But Huxley was voracious for
facts, and had no patience with anything that seemed to
belong to the region of the unknowable. Faraday escaped
the masterful influences of Hume, Spencer, and Darwin,
and emotionally lived in an earlier time. Besides, his
spiritual ‘build ’ was different.

Dr. Coates ventures beyond conventional lines in the
following admirable reflections :—

Does our little life end here, with the closing of the eyes,
the folding of the hands, and the gathering in of the feet at
death ? Does death end all ¥ When we think of the many who
have adorned this life by useful and honourable careers, and of
those who, apparently, had made this life wretched for them-
selves and others, life is difficult to conceive or understand if
death is ‘the full and final casting of accounts for everlasting.’
Do men of science still pursue the pathway of knowledge beyond
the grave? Do they still, in another and more spiritual state,
obtain a broader and more perfected insight into the purposes
and the principles of life and being here ? Do they still strive
to impart knowledge to their less favoured brethren in that
* house of many mansions,’ as they used to do in this life? Or
have they lost all interest in this life? Do they not realise
that our humanity needs help just as badly now as when they
were of us, and went in and out amongst us? Well, if they do
not, then they are surely dead, for their whole character is
altered ; they have ceased to be themselves. As for the less
useful and more miserable in this life ; what for them ? Are
there no recompenses, remedies, and helps for them and for us?
or is death the end of good and evil alike? The whole subject
is pregnant with thought. How little do we know of the pre-
sent life, and how perplexing that little must be if there is no
continuity of our life beyond *the curtain’!

Those who have seen the signal and heard the voice, ever so
faintly, never for a moment doubt that there is human life,
love, and hopes beyond—out there in the darkness beyond ; and
shall we doubt those who, in ancient and modern times, have
declared that they have heard voices and perceived signals from
the beyond of mortal life ?

We have kept the ‘ Pall Mall Gazette’ waiting a few
days, but it will not mind. 1Its review of Mr. Hudson’s
book on ¢The Law of Psychic Phenomena’ is mightily
amusing. The leading note of it is the leading note of all
these absolutely certain sceptics. They know ; they have
found everything out; or, all that they have not found out
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is not worth finding out ; the mystery of life is no longer a
mystery ; it is a sucked orange, and the peel is in the
“Pall Mall’ dustbin !

Here, for instance, is a good specimen of the omni-
scient sceptic’s lofty style :—¢ It has never yet been proved
in the history of the world that any man could read the
contents of a sealed envelope, or a closed book, unless he
was proviously acquainted with them.” But,a few lineson,
this all-knowing onc actually says of Mr. Hudson: ‘He
alludes to the Seybert Commission, of which we must con-
fess that we never heard” What an admission for one who
knows all that has happened ‘in the history of the world "!
What foolishness it is !

Side by side with the leading note of infallibility or
omniscience is another note—the note of mere insolence.
Because Mr. Hudson believes in Spiritualism, ¢ his reason
has become incapable of acting,’ and ‘he should take
medical advice” We are not called upon to discuss this
juvenile ignorance of a great subject. We only take the
pewter shilling and nail it down.

The curious correspondence in ‘ The Christian Common-
wealth, on ‘Mr. Maskelyne and Spiritualism,’ is being
continued. A Mr. Morton, who violently opposes spirit
communion, is one of the few logical writers. He clearly
sees the alternative. We are persuaded that where spirit
communion is called ‘impossible’ there is but a faint, if any,
real belief in the existence of actual persons beyond ‘death.’
Mr. Morton accepts the alternative, and says :—

Communication with the dead is impossible, inasmuch as the
united voice of Scripture and Nature declares ‘ the dead know
not anything’ ; their thoughts, much less their speech, having
perished. They have gone down to their graves in silence, and
none of the dead will ever again have the power to think, or
speak, or communicate in any way with the living, unless recon-
structed and made to live again by the quickening power of
God. Spiritualism is based upon supposition only, and cannot
be substantiated.

But Mr. Morton is not an ordinary unbeliever. We
gather that he believes in a future life—some day, when
the almighty conjuring trick of raising the dead to life is
performed. There is nothing in Spiritualism a thousandth
part as difficult to believe as that.

Tn a charming book of the year, telling the story of the
life of Schopenhauer’s mother, a concert is described at
which the great performer Abbé Vogler played a composi-
tion intended to represent the circumstances of the death
of Prince Leopold of Brunswick, concluding with a dramatic
musical representation of The Last Judgment. During
this last piece, says Madame Schopenhauer, ‘a quarrel
arose between two ladies, who sat beside us, the one assert-
ing that she was listening to the shrieks of the lost, while
the other maintained that what we then heard were songs
of the blessed.” She then naively added : ‘T am sure they
could not both be right : but it was all one to me.’

Which thing is an allegory. How odd it iy that while
some say that spirit-communion is angelic, others persist
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that it is demoniacal! One person hears, in the spirit
message, a whisper from Heaven ; another detects in it a
croak from hell—for all the world like the two ladies who,
listening to the same music at the same moment, differed
so widely about its intent. In the meantime, the average
common-place human being only knows that both cannot
be right, and, shrugging his shoulders, says : ‘It is all one
to me.’

Really, the spectacle, always sufficiently amusing, should
make us all charitable. If people can differ so about a
musical composition, whose results they can hear, how
much more likely are they to differ about an influx from
the Unseen whose very author is unknown? We would
especially suggest to the denouncer of spirit-communion
that patience and charity may chiefly be expected from
him—for reasons each one may easily work out for himself.

A late missionary in China has published a book
showing that what some people would czll ¢ demoniacal
possession ’ exists to-day in China as it once did in India.
This is news, indeed! He need not have gone to China in
order to find that out. The ¢ Medical News’ (Philadelphia)
says the same (in another sense), and adds :—

The book is a most extraordinary composition. Nothing but
the evident sincerity and devoted philanthropy of ite author,
who gave his whole life to missionary work and literally died in
the harness, would enable us to take it seriously. Going to
China in early life a complete disbeliever in ghosts, ‘possession,’
&c., according to his own statement, he meets so many fearful
and mysterious instances of demoniac opposition that he gradu-
ally becomes puzzled, and finally a complete believer in the
supernatural character of these phenomena. He addresses
circular letters to many of his co-workers and finds them in dif-
ferent stages of the same conviction or bewilderment, and hence
comes to the conclusion, ‘by the inductive study of pheno-
mena’ (deliver us from our own terms !), that the same state of
affuirs obtains in China now as did in Judea at the dawn of
Christianity (which is probably correct), and thereupon boldly
proceeds to cast out devils himself and instructs his converts
how to do so. He even mentions the particular passages of
Scripture found most effective in the connection. He feels him-
self transported to the days of the Apostles, and refers com-
placently to the ‘intimnate connection with the progress of
Christianity in the neighbourhood’ of these feats. He declares
that ‘from a large correspondence and personal acquaintance
with missioparies in China I have only known two
who have expressed positive unbelief in the reality of these
possessions.’

But the ¢Medical News’ thinks these missionaries
catch the lunacy of the surrounding heathen! So much
for testimony! The ‘Medical News’ says the same of
‘that hard-headed Philistine’ Rudyard Kipling, because
he reveals traces of a belief that there are occult influences
at work in India. Tt is the old story. First they say:
¢Why don’t you study the evidence and report?’ Then :
¢ Why, you seem to believe in it ! Well, you must be mad !’
The probable truth is that these Chinese are just untrained
Spiritualists.

The ‘Progressive Thinker’ contains three columns of
indignant exposure of certain sham mediums at Lily Dale
camp meeting. Honest Spiritualists may rely upon it that
they will lose nothing by turning on the search light, and
resolving to tolerate or condone nothing in the way of
trickery. But, be that as it may, better wait for honest
crumbs than feast on stolen dainties. A writer in the
¢ Progressive Thinker’ says :-—

We know from personal observation, that there are many
grand workers in our cause, mediums of all phases, who have
been standing firmly upon the rock of truth and honesty, from
the first, and who are frowned down by those who are either
grossly ignorant or wilfully devilish.

Fraud and trickery have been practised not only by mediums,
but by managers and ofticers as well, wha wink at the sensa-
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tionalism, on the ground that ‘we must have a crowd,’” ‘any -
thing to get up a sensation.’

I have before declared, ancd now repeat, that these blocd-
and-thunder sensational manifestations have been the curse of
Spiritualism ; and the demand for the startling and marvellous
has caused the whole trouble at Lily Dale and other camps, and
is the direct result of these fanaticul sensation-hunters.

Far better for us if we could set an example fit for the
public to imitate, before we rail against any Church or belief
that is not in harmony with our ideas.

The portraits that have appeared in ‘Licur’ and in
‘The Two Worlds’ have suggested to some of our friends
the desirability of publishing them in a small volume. The
opinion has been expressed that, so far from needing to be
ashamed of our faces, we are an uncommonly intelligent-
looking ‘lot.” We think so, too. Perhaps, if we could
enlist the help of the ¢ Banner of Light,’ something credit-
able and interesting—and well worth preserving—might
be done. A book of ¢ Portraits of one hundred Spiritual-
ists’ might be in itself not a bad argument.

CHRISTIANITY AND SPIRITUALISM.

When people say that Christianity and Spiritualism are
opposed, what do they mean? As a rule, they mean that
Spiritualism is opposed to a series of doctrines or ceremonies
deduced with more or less accuracy from Christian records.
But doctrines and ceremonies are not Christianity, though
they may express or help it. Surely Christianity, in the
essence and spirit of it, is that which sets forth the ideal
trust and hope and love of Chyist, in relation to God and
man. 1 give that as a good working definition, and am
prepared to stand by it ; and, for its justification, I refer,
not to later creeds and books of divinity, but to the New
Testament.

Not that the New Testament is absolutely clear or
consistent in every part. It is difficult, for instance, to
reconcile the suggestion of the boundless love of God and
the threat of everlasting fire; but there is very little of
this, and we need never be in doubt as to the ideal trust
and hope and love of this great Spiritualist in relation to
God and man. If we consider his supreme personality
itself, the picture is luminous and strong, and is as
brilliant and as full of suggestion as ever it was. If we
contemplate his works of wonder, the so-called ‘miracles,’
we see these raised, like some mighty cliff and haven, round
about the Spiritualists’ sanctuary, in which and from which
they declare that still, in a modified form, these ‘mighty
works ’ are done. In truth, searching through all history,
the Spiritualist will find no such ¢ defender of the faith’ as
Christ. He blended the two worlds; he conversed with
angels ; in his company they became visible; from his
person healing virtues flowed ; because of him, spirit-voices
were heard. If Spiritualists knew what was good for them,
they would cling to this their great leader as for dear life ;
and all the more because those who have exploited him and
who adore him scoff at those who follow in his footsteps
and are his true successors. What a mighty insfrument is
here, if Spiritualists only knew how to use it! The very
being whom Chvistendom worships, justities and illustrates
everything that Spiritualists claim; and yet there are
Spiritualists who would surrender this mighty heritage, and
give up their own great leader and forerunner to their
revilers ! Surely, since the world began, such needless
wastefulness was never known, Y

Or conlemplate, not only his personality and his mighty
works, but his life. For what did this splendid being live ?
From first to last, for the things of the spirit. Indeed, I
am inclined to think that the supreme fact concerning
Christ is his life. It is at once his revelation and his
influence, By one sublimestep he raised himself above the
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hungry sensuousnesses and ambitions of the world. He
fought not for power and rank and money with the rest.
He could say, ‘My kingdom is not of this world’ He
lived to soothe, to heal, to bless. He did not haunt the
dwellings of the rich ; he made his home with—nay, he had
no home —he found his disciples amongst the poor. Blind
beggars, sitting by the wayside, knew him and attracted
him ; the woman who was a sinner felt the magic of his
uplifting power; the leper received the stream of his
healing influence ; the little children nestled in his arms ;
even in the agonies of death, the dying thief heard his
angel-whisper— To-day thou shalt be with me in Paradise.’
Then, after they had murdered him and made fast his grave,
this radiant being broke through the bars of death, and
appeared to his own ; and did it, so says the story, again
and again ; and finally vanished from their sight.

And yet some Spiritualists are willing, nay anxious, to
lose him—this one being through all the ages who best
illustrates and teaches and proves all they have to say!
Why there is no one who ever lived who is so much, so
truly, so vitally their own. And the wonder of it, and the
joy of it, is that Christendom swears by him. What a
lever that places in our hands! We can tell Christendom
that it has stolen our leader; we can summon it to be, at
least, true to the being they adore; we can push home
again and again the undeniable fact that if we err we err
in his company, and that we follow in his footsteps in
maintaining the reality of the spirit-world around us, and
in holding aloft our ¢counsel of perfection,” that we should
live for the things of the spirit as far as we can, as the
great master did.

‘We must sharply distinguish, then, between Christ and
the creced-makers. For these last, T put in no plea. Past
them T would push my way to the great founder of our
feast, and there I find what I need. I make any one a
present of any doctrine he may deduce from the records.
That is a matter of private interpretation or personal bias,
and is not worth a breath of contention. But the being
himself, the angel-presence, the inspiring leader, the
dweller in the two spheres, the supreme medium, I stand by
with greater ardour and thankfulness than ever; and all
the more so because some are misunderstanding and mis-
using him—distorting while they adore; and, I repeat,
that the Spiritualist who is willing to give him up is, in
my judgment, acting as foolish a part as the heir to a vast
family estate who is willing to make a bonfire of his title
deeds. J. Pace Hopps.

MR. GLADSTONE ON THE IMMORTALITY OF MAN.

A correspondent, in a letter to Mr. Gladstone, pointed out
that in an interesting article in the *Spectator,’ on ‘Is Man
Immortal ?" it was averred that Mr. Gladstone ‘suggests, with-
out giving it precisely as his own conviction, that man is not so
much intrinsically immortal as immortalisable. That, but for
sin, he would have attained to immortality, and that, so far as he
can avail himself of the redemption offered to him, he may
become so, but that he is not necessarily and intrinsically
immortal either for evil or for good.” The question was asked,
inter alia, if Mr. Gladstone had been quoted correctly. The
following reply has been received : ¢ Hawarden Castle, Chester,
September 28th, 1895. Dear Sir,—I think that there is much
to be said on behalf of the opinion which the words quoted by
you seem to convey, but I may ere long have an opportunity
of explaining myself more at large, and until then I prefer to
ayoid entering into explanations.—I remain, yours very faith-
fully, W. E. GranstoNg.’

‘Tm; Conpucr oF CircLes.— We have, in a convenient form,
suitable for enclosure in letters or for distribution at public
meeg,inga,‘ M. A.(Oxon.’s)’ * Advice to Inquirers, for the Conduct
of Circles.” We shall be pleased to supply copies free to all friends
who will undertake to make good use of them. The only charge
will be for postage—256, 4d.; 60, 1d.; 100, 2d.: 200, 3d.; 400,
44d.; 600, 6d., &c.
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THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS.

The Theosophical magazines pursue the even tenor of their
way. Theosophists are not very aggressive now-a-days ; and
their principal Monthlies are not, strictly speaking, propagan-
dist : they do not profess to appeal to the public—only to the
elect. To be one of the elect you must accept the Theosophical
Cosmology to start with. For those who are not ‘professing’
Theosophists already, *Lucifer’ and ‘The Theosophist’ are
chiefly interesting because they throw light on Theosophy and
Theosophists from an inside point of view ; but each number
of these Monthlies contains erudite articles expounding items
of curious learning, which, no doubt, many persons outside of
the Theosophical ranks find ‘ valuable.” Let us see what the
present issues of ‘Lucifer’ and ‘The Theosophist’ teach us
when looked at from the ontside.

In the first place, Mrs. Besant, from her ¢ Watch Tower ' in
¢ Lucifer,’ gives us quite an unexpected and interesting little
peep into the meaning and object of Theosophical ¢ work’ in
India. She says:—

It is pleasant to notice that in India the spread of Theo-
sophical study among Hindus seems to keep pace with the
growing revival of Hinduism, now admitted and commented
upon on all sides. Especially among the younger generation
may this be seen, and Young Men’s Associations are becoming
centres of Theosophical activity. A Union at Saidapet, near
Madras, for instance, has for president Professor G. Krishna
Prabhu, a pious and learned Hindu, who is also a member of
the Theosophical Society, and it has been studying not only
the Upanishads and the Bhagavad Gita, but also * The Secret
Doctrine,” *The Key to 5I‘hcnsophy,’ the ‘Theosophical
Manual,” ¢ The Voice of the Silence,” and other works. In
this way Hinduism is being vitalised in all directions.

Now, for years ‘The Theosophist ' has sent forth a similar
jubilant ery about the *revival of Buddhism' in Ceylon, Japan,
Siam, &c., and we find that Buddhism is being * vitalised’ in
precisely the same fashion, by forcing the study of Theosophical
literature on the natives, with, in this case, the Tripitikas sub-
stituted for the Upanishads, to give the requisite Buddhistic
flavour. In the samec way Parseeism is being ¢ vitalised,’ only
the Avesta supplies the local colour in that instance. In all
cases it is Blavatskyism that is the basis of the ‘ teaching,’ that
is to say, a monstrous and childish cosmogony, entrenched in a
hatred of science and modern thought, which even out-Romes
Rome. What does this mean ? It surely means that Blavat-
skyism is seeking to conquer the East by appearing before the
ignorant and extremely emotional inhabitants, now in the guise
of ‘Hinduism,” now got up to imnitate ‘Parseeism,’ now disguised
as ¢ Buddhism.’

In an article in * Lucifer’ called ‘ The Rationale of Life,” by
a lady Theosophist, this contempt for science is undisguised.
The writer says that if science contradicts Theosophy (as it
certainly does), then ‘the voice of our highest intuitions’ tells
us that ¢Secience is false, because our hearts are true. Not to
her will we go in search of our principle of Life.” What is it
then that our true hearts tell us, which contradicts knowledge—
for science is nothing but organised knowledge? It seems that
our true hearts tell us the whole Blavatskyan religion: ‘The
Divine Child, having become, first, his own nursery, moves
slowly up the arc of matter, by a series of gradually lessening
limitations, until, his school-house ready, he throws off the last
veil and becomes, himself, the scholar,” &c. Our true hearts
also anthropomorphise Nature, and make her a bungling God-
dess of a strictly theological kind : “In the First, Second, and
early Third pre-human races we have the primitive attempts of
Nature to fashion a bodily vehicle. In the Lemurians of the
later Third, and the Atlanteans of the Fourth, Nature succeeds
with the lower vehicle, but fails with the higher,” &c.

In ‘The Theosophist’ we find a sample of the stuff with
which Theosophists are mentally feeding the young Hindu, in
their ¢ Young Men’s Associations.” ‘The Necessity of Spiritual
Cnlture’ is an article which was read as a paper before the
Young Men’s Association of Baroda, by a Hindu gentleman,
The writer, among other things, says :(—

Spirit is the synthesis of all science, all philosophy, all
mom?s ; ibisthe AllL . T would request your attention
to the names of Aristotle, Plato, Berkeley, Spinoza, Kant,
Hegel, Schopenhauer, and many thinkers of ancient and
modern note, not to mention Buddha, Sankara, Krishna,
Christ, Mahommed, Zoroaster, Confucius, and all religious

thinkers of every age of the world, who have asserted and
proved the existence of spirit in this sensc of the word.
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One is carried away by that avalanchc of ‘names,” and
obliged to acknowledge that ¢ all is spirit’; but the conclusion that
a Western mind would draw from that premise, namely, that in
order to know spirit you must know °all science,” ¢ all philo-
sophy,” ‘all morals,” know everything, in fact—is not that which
the writer draws. He looks with the utmost contempt on * the
results of modern science and education, the positive philosophy
of lifeless, mindless, soulless Agnosticism,” and contrasts ¢ the
noble, exalted,venerable idealsof theVeda,’ with the ¢ misleading,
disagreeable ideal of Christian Religion and Christian Science.’
He arrives at a very different conclusion from his premise,
namely, that in order to know all things you have only to know
spirit ; which is apparently to be accomplished by attending the
meetings of the Young Men’s Associations and studying * The
Key to Theosophy,” &e.

He gives us a concrete instance of how knowledge ought to
be obtained, for he thus exhorts young Hindus, ‘Apply
yourselves to the history of your nation ; history, not as told by
Mill and Elphinstone, but as narrated by Manu, Vyasa, and
Valmiki in the Smritis, the Mahabharats, the Ramayana, and
the Puranas’ ; which is saying as plainly as it decently could be
said, * Have nothing to say to facts, but fill yourselves with
acknowledged poetic fancies.’

Another article in ¢ The Theosophist,’ (‘ Silpa-Sastra’ ) by a
Hindu also, gives us an idea of the kind of ¢ History’ that the
Theosophical Society is, apparently, teaching the young Hindu.
The writer says that the Aryas, when they conquered the
Asuras, or aboriginal inhabitants of India, were highly advanced
* spiritually,” but very undeveloped intellectually. He says :
¢ That the aborigines were in a more advanced state of civilisa-
tion than the Aryas will be evidenced by the descriptions of
Lanka, the capital of the Rakshasas, as given in the Ramayana
(of) Valmiki.’ Surely this is like quoting Tennyson’s ‘ Idylls
of the King’ to prove a point in early English history ! Then
follows a specimen of the kind of *History of India’ that the
Theosophists seemingly expect to substitute for those of Mill and
Elphinstone :—

The seven-walled and iron-walled cities of the Asuras
made a very great impression on the Aryas, who were in such
a low state of culture that Indra, their God of Thunder, while
destroying the ninety-nine cities of their enemy, thought it
necessary to retain the hundredth as a stronghold for the
residence of King Divodas, who, presumably, could not build
one for hinself, &ec.

In ‘Lucifer' Mrs. Besant continues ‘The Doctrine of the
Heart,” which is composed of extracts from the letters of her
Indian correspondents. Two points are brought out in this
nionth’s issue, which are characteristic of Theovsophy. One
point is that * devotion to Great Ones’ (Koot Hoomi and others)
should be the ¢ foundation' of our conduct. ‘The true disciple,’
we are told, ¢ will ask himself, Will my Master be pleased if I
do such and such a thing 7’ or * Was it at His bidding that I
moved in this way ?” The modern man asks himself, ‘Is this
conduct right ? Is it kind ? Is it just ? Is it wise?’ It seems to
us that between doing things because one's reason and con-
science tell one that those things are right, or kind, or just, or
wise, and doing them in order to please a * Master,” there lies
all the distance between a human being and a spanicl, between
the conduct of a free and self-respecting man and the conduct of
a superstition-driven slave—but perhaps we are wrong !

The other point, characteristic of Theosophy, brought out in
this article is the affectation of indifference to the manifested
universe, which Theosophists seem to consider a sign of
* Spirituality,” but which ordinary mortals might call by a less
complimentary name. We read :—

The above explanation, though very succinct and desultory,
will, T hope, satisfy you as to the utility of vairagya—of the
feeling of the absence of all life and reality in both yourself
and the world around you—in the economy of Nature, and
show how it serves as a touchstone for firmness of mind and
singleness of heart, &c., &c.

We Spiritualists may feel thankful that we do not feel
vaivagya—-* the absence of all life and reality both in ourselves
and in the world around us’ ; and we may, perhaps, be thank-
ful in a lesser degree that our explanations are never ‘succinct
and desultory ’ |  Was it not rather cruel of Mrs. Besant not to
‘edit out’ that remarkable specimen of *‘Babvo English’?
Though, after all, a conjunction of contradictory adjectives
might, perhaps, be applied to a good deal of Theosophical
literature ! .

We need hardly say, in conclusion, that ‘ good Theosophists’
will find hoth ¢ Lucifer * and ‘¢ The Theosophist’ as full as usual
of matter that will interest and instruct them.

G

[October 5, 1895.

FROM A RUSSIAN CORRESPONDENT.
AN APPARITION.

This time I send you an account of an apparition which
is, in my opinion, not without interest. The person from
whom 1 have the details is the Countess Elise Dzieduzycka,
a great friend of my wife's, and I can guarantee the reliability
of the narrator. The story has already been published in Count
Rzewuski’s work, but will bear repetition.

In the end of February, 1791, two ladies bade each other
adieu in the vestibule of the Chiteau of Tanow (Goverument of
Kieff). The elder of the two was the Countess Choloniewska ;
the younger, Madame Grocholska, was the niece of the former’s
husband. Madame Grocholska had taken her place in the
sleigh, and observed, with surprise, that her aunt was crying
bitterly while placing a little inlaid ebony box in Madame
Grocholska’s lap. * My dear Ursula,” she said, ‘T give you this
little box as a keepsake, You will find in it some gold lace for
fringing—your favourite occupation. Whenever you take this
work in hand, do not forget to say a prayer for the repose
of my soul.” With an affectionate glance, they parted, and
the sleigh disappeared. The Countess was of a serious,
thoughtful, and melancholy character, and her husband,
who was a member of the Council at Warsaw, had been
absent for some weeks, so that she was alone at Tanow,
except that she had her children with her, and a brother-in-law
who was out of his mind. He had been a monk who through
an accident had lost his reason, and in these days there were
no lunatic asylums in Poland, so that persons afflicted in that
way were kept at home and trcated with every attention.
After the departure of Madame Grocholska the Countess
passed the day with her children (one of whom was the grand-
father of the lady who tells the story), but neither their
play nor other occupation could distract her mind from the idea
that she would never again see her husband alive. At the cus-
tomary hour for putting the children to bed she undressed them
herself, secing them asleep, and waiting a long time with them
ag if afraid to leave them. Most of the servants had retired
by nine o’clock, and only the brother-in-law was in continual
movement. At ten she decided to go to bed, and removing
her dress, donned a long white dressing gown, sat down in
front of a large fire which was burning in the apartment, and
began to repeat her evening prayers. Suddenly she felt very
thirsty, and requested her maid to fetch her some water. Her
brother-in-law’s room was the one adjoining hers, and in about
ten minutes he heard screams, and saw her approaching
enveloped in flames. Frightened at the terrible sight, he
pushed the poor Countess back into her room, and shut
and Jocked the door upon her, putting the key in his pocket.
When the maid returned and found the door closed, she heard
moans inside, and looking through the keyhole saw the room in
flames. With screams she brought up the other servants, who
forced the door and found among the debris the charred corpse
of their mistress. During this time Madame Grocholska had
reached her own chateau in the Winnica distrist. Next morning
she began to work with the lace which her aunt had given her.
She had scarcely taken it in her hand when she heard a singular
noise in her room and, to her astonishiment, saw her aunt before
her. Her first movement was an attempt to throw her arms
about her aunt’s neck, but her amazement increased when she
saw it was an apparition. She tried to persuade herself
that it was a hallucination, but the form still stood motionless
before her, wearing a sad look. Finally, Madame Grocholska
became so frightencd that she screamed and called the servants.
The apparition then disappeared. To the domestics the lady told,
in astate of great excitement, what she had seen, gradually grew
calmer, and sent them away. Hardly had they gone when the
phantom re-appeared, and only then did Madame Grocholska
remember that her aunt, in giving her the lace, had asked her to
pray for her soul's repose. She at once began to repeat the
prayer, when the apparition departed, indicating her thanks by
signs. On the same day on which this occurred Count
Choloniewski's butler informed Madame Grocholska of the
dreadful calamity which happened on the previous evening,
giving full details.

Gajsin, Podolia. Josera pE KrONHELM.

THE only faith that wears well and holds its colour in all
weather is that which is woven of conviction and set with tho
sharp mordant of experience.—J. R. LowELL.
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TALKS WITH TIEN.—No. Ili,

TarovcH THE MEviomsEre oF MR. J. J. MogsE.

QuesTiox : Will a resolute persistence in Auto-suggestion
for the cure of disease be invariably successful? Do over-
powering spiritual forces sometimes come in, and render all
efforts useless? What is the general law which regulates the
action of Mind Cure ?—A. C. T.

RerLy ;: Not invariably. If accompanied with due attention
to diet, the avoidance of discase-inducing conditions, and the
maintenance of equable mental states, very considerable relief,
if not absolute restoration, will certainly result. There is
always the possibility of the incursion of other, and overpower-
ing, forces—humnan as well as spiritual—interfering, but even
50, everything may yet be gained by * resolute persistence.” The
‘general law’ is that the effort of the will, acting upon the fine
forces of the human body, is, through such forces, able to
operate upon the disturbed conditions of either the organism,
he emotions, or the mind, and assist the re-establishinent of that
harmonious balance of functions which is usually described
as health.

QuesTion : Do animals live again in another world ? Tt
appears to me that, as some of them suffer so much here, it
would be unjust if, at their death, they did not find themselves
happy with the individuality they possessed on earth. If
another life is not the 7de for the whole animal creation, does
human love for a special antmal, and a wish, a fond desire, that
it should live again, have any influence in gaining it another
life ?— CryTIE.

Rerry : Theanimal organisation does not develop a spiritual
personality. Hence animal immortality is not a fact. The
animal organisation is—in general terms —upon a lower plane
than the human earthly body, and as this is the case a spiritual
life cannot be aflirmed for animals. Some animals are sustained
for a period after death by the spiritual affections of their friends,
but the love must be intense. The injustice is only apparent,
as matters that cannot be appreciated, cognised, or realised, will
not enter into the life of creatures that cannot desire them.

QuesTIoN : ¢ Good conditions’ being a phrase very often
used in reference to Spiritualism, will Tien kindly tell us what
are good conditions, and what conditions, physical and spiritual,
are most essential to establish successful communication with
enlightened spirits ?—T. BARRATT.

REePLY : Briefly, ‘good conditions’ are: First, personal :
health of body, purity of life, spiritual-mindedness, and an
honest desire for truth, from wherever it may come. Secondly,
local : A quiet apartment, freedom from intrusions, a comfort-
able temperature, a subdued light—not darkness, save under
exceptional circumstances. Thirdly, as to the company : Few
and fit, is always best. A judicious blending of the sexes, and
not more than eight, or ten persons, who are harmonious, and
equally desirous for the truth.

QuEestioN : In the case of persons whoare without access to
mediums capable of presenting the physical phenomena of
niaterialisations, but who possess unmistakable mediumistic
powers of automatic writing and drawing, is it in any way
possible to receive from Tien Sien Tie information and assur-
ance with regard to the spirits or intelligences who communicate ?
—H. M. F., PEITERMARITZBURG.

Repry ; It is practicallv impossible for any spirit to guarantee
the nature of other communicating spirits, and in the case in
point the ¢ information and assurance’ referred to are beyond
the scope of our special labours. The ancient rule, * By their
fruits ye shall know them,’ must still hold good. As concerns
automatic writing, as a method of communication with the
spirit world, much depends upon the confidence the automatist
has in himself. 1f the writing is done entirely unconsciously to
the writer, and while the mind is otherwise occupied, that is a
reasonable presumption of actual outside operation. But the
contents, and peculiarities, and immediate circumstances, even
then, must decide the authorship of the message. It is really a
matter of the internal evidence, so to speak. While, also, the
life of the other side is so entirely different to what even many
well-informed Spiritualists at tiines picture it to be, certain
messages are considered doubtful, unreliable, lying even,
because the recipient, quite unconsciously, assumes an attitude
of unbelief. This reacts upon the communicating spirit, and
confusion ensues, making, in the end, an originally-correct
statement assume a distorted garbled, and contradictory form.
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With every desire to aid the questioner, it is extremely difficult
to do so, unless actually present at the experiences passed
through.

QuesTioN : For a number of yexrs before Swedenborg passed
from the earth he was under the impression that certain por-
tions of the moon (probably not on the side towards us) were
inhabited by human beings, more or less like ourselves. May
not this have been an erroneous impression? Do you know if
there is any part of the moon inhabited 7—H.

RepLy : So far as our personal knowledge extends there is,
now, no form of human life upon vhe moon. There has been
a lower form of life thereon, in former times.

[We must ask our friends to put their questions in as concise
and pointed a form as possible. It is not well that a question
should involve so many side issues as to require an elaborate
essay for their elucidation.—Ep. ‘LicaT.’]

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS.

The following interesting latters appeared in recent
numbers of the ¢ Daily Chronicle’ :—

Sir,—What will all your ready writers say when they are
forced to admit, as they will be, that *ghost photographs’ are
genuine phenomena ? They will probably claim the merit of the
discovery. That such photographs are genuine has been proved
by many an independent investigator, and they will have to be
admitted when the present wave of materialistic stupidity has
passed away. In the meantime let any amateur photographer
experiment for himself, and if he is intelligent and persevering
and honest, he will certainly succeed. A professional photo-
grapher, who was recently asked by a friend of mine to aid in
such experiments, excused himself on the ground that success
would ruin him.

September 24th. BaG BaC

Sir,—I have just returned from Edinburgh, where I had an
interview with a medical man (an old resident in the city) for the
purpose of viewing his collection of spirit photographs. Dr. B.
said to me, * If these are fraudulent I am a fraud, for no onc
else has been concerned in their production.” On every picture,
in addition to the sitter (Dr. B.), appeared one or more heads,
busts, or full-length figures. What will strike the uninitiated as
the acme of absurdity is the statement that some photographs
have been obtained withvut being placed in the camera at all !
The plate has simply been held for awhile between the hands of
the medium and then placed in the bath. Verily truth is
stranger than fiction, but this is only one result of the all-im-
portant but generally unrecognised fact that the world of spirits
impinges on that of so-called matter, and can act upon it in a
manner that is beyond our comprehension, although within our
determination.

West Dulwich, September 26th.

S. B.

IncpENT IN THE EARLY Lire oF Mary A. Witnis, a
MiNsTER IN THE Sociery oF Frizxvs.—* It happened on one
occasion that an old lady who resided with us, and with whom
I slept, had gone to bed in usual health, and had, about mid-
night, conversed with me and made no complaint of feeling
unwell. In the early morning T was awakened by a knock at
the hcad of the bed, which was repeated three times, and
struck a most indefinable terror into me, so that I crept under
the clothes and went to sleep, as it were from fear of being
awake, without the least apprehension of death heing so near.
Yet so it proved, for on awaking from this terror-stricken

sleep, lay a corpse at my side.’—From the Frieods' ‘ Annual
Monitor,” for 1867.

Our FATHER'S CHURCH.—For spiritual religion, not verbal
controversy. For delight in God, not fear. Three Sunday
evening meetings will be held in the Queen’s Hall, Langhan-

lace, near Oxford Circus (entrance No. 2, Small Hall), on
November 3vd, 10th, and 17th, 1895. John Page Hopps will
conducet the meetings and will speak on the following subjects :—
‘ There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city
of God,’ ¢ Children and Angels,” ‘Does God inspire His men
and women now ¢’ The meeting will commence at seven prompt.
Close before half-past eight  All seats unallotted and free.
Voluntary offerings will be taken jor the expenses. Persons who
are willing to assist in the choir, or in any other way, are invited
to send their names to Mr. J. Page Hopps, South Norwood
Hill, 8.E.





































