





- \\\’

-
.‘\4

September 7, 1895.)

THOUGHT-TRANSFERENCE.

By QuasTtor VITA.

In ¢ Lient’ for July 27th, on page 357, ¢ Edina’ says : ¢ Tele-
pathy cannot account for the return of the five personages
referred to, or the tests supplied on this occasion ; while the
Spiritual hypothesis is not only probable, but the only possible
theory whereby we can account for their re-appearance.” He
says again in the following number on page 370, after referring
to a spirit message, written through a medium : * This impels me
again to ask the Psychical Researcher where the subliminal con-

sciousness comes in here ? Telepathy can hardly account for
this, neither will unconscious cerebration ; in short the Spiritual
hypothesis is the only one tenable in accounting for this mani-
festation.” On page 365 of * LicHT’ for August 3rd, an account
appears from an Italian journal, of automatic writing, followed
by the remarks : ¢ Mons. Bonatti is very particular in weighing

all possible normal sources of supply in regard to these (to him)-

strangely convincing phenomena. But why he should choose
such a long roundabout way as telepathy to explain the matter
seems, after all, the chief mystery.’

Though not a member of the Society for Psychical Research
(and differing from their conclusions, while appreciating their
valuable work), I may yet claim to be a psychical researcher ;
and, as such, beg to be allowed to reply to ¢ Edina.’

Spiritualists apparently infer that thought-transference
occurs only between embodied spirits, and that when the latter
become disembodied the same term ceases to be applicable to
their communion with spirits still in the body ; that some other
term must be used to designate the latter process. Inasmuch
as thinking is essentially a spiritual process, or the process
of a spiritual principle, I fail to appreciate that objection.
The thought-process, whether considered in embodied or dis-
embodied spirits, is the universal in process ; it is the absolute
reflecting itself through its selves ; it is the eternal dialectic by
which the (to us) unmediated and undifferenced universal
becomes immediately immanent in and to its units(mediates itself
in a permanent flux) and thereby differenced into distinctive
moments or units of thought. Thought-transference is there-
fore but another term for mediacy, or the mediation of the
universal to and through its selves.

It is well known that thought contains time and space, ¢.e.,
transcends them, which is the rationale of thought-transference
between embodied spirits. But inasmuch as knowing and
being (or thought and life) are inseparably inherent, thought-
transference implies concurrently a vital-circuit or life-process
or life-current. This life-current which is the vehicle of thought-
transference between embodied spirits is invisible to sense-
perception. It follows that it consists of life, not in physical
mode, but in psychical mode or degree, and consequently that
thought-transference is a faculty pertaining to the psychical
degree of the self. It is evident, therefore, that when the self
sheds its physical organism and comes to exist in the psychical
state, this faculty must still persist, and indeed, being a
psychical faculty, it is probably developed and intensified in that
state.

It will be seen, therefore, that the theory of thought-
transference does not exclude the Spiritual hypothesis ; on the
contrary, the Spiritual hypothesis is its necessary pre-condition.

Certainly neither unconscious cerebration, nor sub-conscious
meinory-presentations from a submerged stratum of the self can
account for the phenomena in question. But I venture to
suggest to * Edina’ that the subliminal consciousness does ‘come
in here.’

It is psychical phenomena that are in question, and sub-
liminal is but a generic term for intra-normal degrees of
consciousness ; t.e., those modes or degrees which are within
our normal empirical, or sense-related consciousness ; and which
constitute clairvoyance, &c., &c. To designate these more
direct modes of perception as ‘below the level’ of sense-
perception is certainly open to objection. ‘Intra-normal’ may,
perhaps, be more satisfactory.

That this mode of perception is involved is evidenced from
the fact that our senses do not perceive the life-current which
accompanies the process of thought-transference (and which is
visible to spiritual perception), though we have to admit that
thought is transferred. It is transferred by a process in
psychical degree or mode (or even yet higher or inner to that),
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and acts upon the equivalent stratum or degree in the recipient,
which responds. The experience is in most cases limited to that
degree of the self which temporarily, under such stimulus,
functions empirically, the normal consciousness remaining
quiescent, constituting what we call trance. In some excep-
tional cases, the recipient inner stratum transmits the message
out to the normal consciousness by a process of which electrical
induction may be cited as an illustration, and the experience
comes into the normal memory of the person.

But the subliminal consciousness comes in here as an essen-
tial condition of the process. It is not the normal consciousness
of the self which respondsto psychical stimuli ; it is the sublininal
(i.e., psychical) stratum which responds, and no psychical ex-
perience is possible in men in whom that degree has not evolved.

' Reciprocating psychical consciousness in the recipient is, there-

fore, the pre-condition of psychical relations. There are further
degrees in microcosmic man within the psychical, which may be
developed (by the action of conscious beings in the equivalent
state, or sphere, in the macrocosmic universe) into consonant or
concordant responsiveness. Whether such experiences are trans-
mitted out, or induced down, to the lower octave of our normal
consciousness or not, is a question of further development in
the sensitive.

The number of degrees functioning in the recipient instru-
ment condition its possible responsiveness, just a8 much as the
state and range of a piano condition the harmonies which may
be expressed through it by a musician. But a better illustration
is afforded by a multiplex-telephone, which has recently been
invented, in which twelve telephones, attached to one circuit,
record individually messages transmitted on the note, or pitch,
to which they have been made to respond, though all the twelve
notes are contained in the one circuit or current which flows
through them all.

It is evident that thought-transference could not exist with-
out transmitters occupying psychical, spiritual, or angelic states
or planes. Therefore the Spiritual hypothesis is & necessary
element therein. But thought-transference is an equally
necessary element in order to account for the process of the
transmission of messages from spiritual planes to this one.

The Hegelians have dealt with this question in its most com-
prehensive aspect, and have clearly demonstrated that existence
implies both selt and not-self ; that the one inevitably entails
the other ; that without the one the other could not be ; also
that thinking implies relation or mediacy or dialectic. @~ And
this mediacy is really identical, I say, with what the occultists
call the life-ray or life-current, and the Swedenborgians influx,
and the Psychical Researchers thought-transference, and Chris-
tians revelation (but the quality of the revelation depends
primarily on the conditioning responsive degrees functioning in
the receiving instrument, and, secondarily, on the state or
sphere occupied by the transmitter in the macrocosmic universe).

It is necessary here to remember that while our basis as
units rests centrally in the universal, and the universal con-
sequently is directly immanent, yet our present stage of be-
coming 18 not central, but circumferential. Our consciousness
functions in its most external degree ; or the dialectical circuit,
while mediating centrally, re-acts perceptually in the subordi-
nate degree, or mode, or stage, which we occupy in the great
circle of becoming. If our inner being has evolved and func-
tions consciously in one of the inner degrees between our centre
and circumference, then conscious relation may occur in and
through that inner, intermediate degree. Other beings in the
equivalent or correlated inuer state, or sphere, may then con-
mune with us by thought-transference, whick will constitute
an indirect mediacy or dialectic, or revelation, as compared
with our central basis, through which we rest in the universal,
through which it mediates itself to us.

In other words, as we ourselves relate things external or
subordinate to us by our sense-relations, 8o we may be taken
into relation by beings in inner, transcendent states, to whom
we, in turn, are subordinate. In both cases the relation
entails perceptual reaction ; in the former the relation is pre-
sented from without, and constitutes normal experience, in the
latter from within, and constitutes revelation. And, if the equi-
valent degree of being in ourselves is sufficiently evolved, we may
become conscious of being so taken into psychical relations, and of
the dialectical content communicated, or determination entailed ;
during which process the centra} mediation of the universal still
remains our permanent basis therein.

(To be contined. )
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A HEALING PHYSICIAN.

ADDITIONAL NoTes BY ¢ Epixa.’

With reference to the article published under the above
neading in ‘ LicHT," of August 3rd, it may interest some of
your readers to know that Mr. A. A. K., the chemist there
referred to, has had his attention directed to the subject, and
has since that date communicated both with the Editor of
‘LigHT ' and myself on the matter. The result of his com-
munications is to the effect that about twelve months ago he saw

the new patent specific, referred to in the article, advertised
for the first time in a paper which circulates among business
people like himself ; that he was struck with its originality, and
wrote to Boston, U.S.A., asking to be appointed sole agent for
it in the United Kingdom ; that his request was thrice refused ;
but ultimately, ¢ because of his importunity,’ he prevailed, and
iIs now the sole person in Great Britain authorised to
sell this new specific with what I may designate as the ¢ incom-
prehensible title.” Since receiving this communication from the
chemist in A., I have had a letter from an experienced
psychologist, resident in the South of England, with whom I
frequently correspond as to occultism, and he has desired me to
ask Professor Sandringham the following four questions:—(1)
Was it through an advertisement in an American paper that his
attention was drawn to the specific ? or (2) Was it through the
chemist’s advertisement in an English paper ? or (3) Was it
through reading the brain of Mr. K. ? or (4) Was it through the
Professor becoming acquainted with someone who had derived
benefit from the medicine ?

This letter was received by me, while residing in the country,
on August 26th, and duly placed by me in the note-book (as
formerly). To-day (August 28th) the Professor controlled the
medium, and wrote me a short message, in which he explains
that, having been at Kendal (his alleged birthplace), he had
occasion to pass through Yorkshire, and, as is often his custom
when ‘on this plane,’ he, in passing through the village of A.,
looked into the chemist’s shop there, and inspected the drugs,
and, as he puts it, ‘analysed the ingredients on the premises’ ;
and the message then goes on to say, ‘There I saw the specific
referred to. I thought it very good, though expensive ; so,
after a while, I wanted to see how matters stood with (name of
patient), as she had asked the medium twice, and I therefore
prescribed the article. The medium was rather curious about
it, and, of course, did not hear of such an article. So this is all
the information I can give you. My niedium does not know
anything about medicine or anything connected with it ; and I
always give her’ (I presume here he means prescrive) ‘ plenty
of articles unknown to her or her friends, and it would not
strike her to copy any document and put in scrawl in my place
as a spirit communication. And now I conclude my note with
kind regards. Yours sincerely, PROFESSOR SANDRINGHAM.’

Although the Professor's mode of expressing himself is on
this occasion a little peculiar (chiefly, I think, because the
medium was interrupted during the writing of the
message), the meaning of the iessage is pretty obvi-
ous, and I certainly confirm his view of the medium’s
incapacity, or, rather, disinclination, to copy documents or
search out for anything under the sun. Naturally of a very
lymphatic disposition, her total loss of hearing at the age of
nine has certainly not tended to brighten her faculties, although
her placid temperament keeps her entirely free from mental
excitement, worry, or dread at the many wonderftul things she
sees and hears on the * other side.” You may take it, therefore,
us an absolute certainty that the specific referred to was utterly
unknown to us at the date of the receipt of the prescription.

Your readers may have such a thing as ‘too much of the
Professor,’ and therefore I refrain from at present dilating on
three recent prescriptions emanating from this source and sent
by me to persons who have written to us under cover to the
Editor of ¢ LigaT.” When the results of the elaborate treat-
ment and medicines there advised are sent to me (as I trust they
will be), I may, with your kind permission, lay them before the
readers of * LicHT.” Meanwhile you have the latest details re-
garding the incidents which followed on the publication of the
article of August 3rd, and these appear to me to help to clear up
some points which were still ingoubt regarding the discovery of
this valuable specific. As to the Professor’s mission to Kendal
or Yorkshire, it 18 not for me to say more than this : that from
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the information given us by the medium he is still ¢ very active ’
in the pursuit of his beneficent profession on the other side,
both through other mediums and also, I opine, through spirit
influence, acting, it may be unconsciously, on members of his
profession still incarnate. He is a ¢ very real person’ to us, and

we gratefully acknowledge his beneficial influence on the affairs
and health of the household.

A METHODIST STORY.

In a very widely circulated Wesleyan magazine we
notice a story which we condense for the benefit of our own
readers, who will be glad to find that John Wesley’s con-

tact with the unseen world at least lingers amongst his
followers : —

When the widow of the late Rev. David Cornforth was
drawing to the close of life-—a life of loved labour for God—she
expressed a wish that some of the instances in which she felt
she had been specially led by the Holy Spirit should be
recorded, as an encouragement to others to put their whole
trust in the Lord.

Mrs. Cornforth’s maiden name was Elizabeth Collings. She
lived for many years with her widowed mother and two elder
brothers, in a house adjoining Portland-street Chapel, Bristol.

Miss Collings was associated in church work with the Rev.
James Bundy, who was a class-leader and local preacher in con-
nection with the Portland-street Society. He regularly visited
the men in Bristol gaol, and often rode in the cart with those
sentenced to be executed, that even on the scaffold he might
point them to Christ.

Miss Collings became convinced that it was her duty to visit
the women prisoners, and as her uncle, Mr. Tripp, was Mayor
of Bristol, she obtained a note of admission from him, and
visited the female prisoners every week, praying with them, and
roading the Bible to them.

Her way to the prison led past a certain house, and every
time she went by, Miss Ccllings felt a strong impulse to enter.
Not knowing, however, who lived there, she shrank from
intruding, and resisted the impulse over and over again as she
hurried by the house.

One day, as she drew near, she saw a servant standing at the
open door, and she seemed to hear an inward voice saying, ‘Go
in, go in.’

Passing the girl without a word, she walked along a passage,
and, seeing a door exactly opposite to her, knocked. .

Some one answered * Come in,’ and she entered.

A lady who was sitting sewing looked up in evident surprise.

‘ Madam,’ said Miss Collings, gently, ‘you must excuse my
intrusion, but I believe it is the Lord who has sent me here. Is
anyone in trouble ?’

The lady burst into tears. ‘Then the Lord has heard my
prayers,’ she exclaimed, * the Lord has heard my prayers.’

Becoming a little calmer, she then explained that for a long
while past she had been under deep conviction of sin, and
knowing no one to whom she could apply for help and guidance,
she had been earnestly and constantly praying that God would
send one of Hisservants to her aid.

After some years of happy and successful work in the church,
Miss Collings experienced a severe trial. Her beloved mother
wns taken from her, and for a while she was quite inconsolable.
So heavy a weight seemed to rest upon her spirits that she felt
but little interest in life and its duties. One intense craving
filled her heart, and she constantly said, ‘ Oh, that I could see
my mother once again.”

One night she had a dream, in which she saw her mother
looking radiantly fair and happy.

*Oh, mother,’ cried the delighted daughter, ‘how I have
longed to see you ! now you will tell me all about heaven and
your joy.’

*Oh, no,’ replied her mother, ‘I could not, I dare not,
for if I told you of the joys of heaven it would unfit you for
the Lord's work on earth. You would always be longing to
be here, but if you are faithful and serve Him, He will one
day come and bring you to Himself.’

Miss Collings related that she awoke seemingly a new
creature, filled with fresh feelings and ardent zeal. She fully
believed it had been more than a dream, and renewed her work
in her class and her visits to the prisoners with deep and
increasing incerest.




























