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History, New College, London. We are comforted to find 
that The Song is frankly accepted as a love poem or drama, 
and that all the old allegorising nonsense and the mislead­
ing chapter headings are given np. This honest writer 
says, * We have no alternative, then, but to conclude that 
the mystical interpretation of this work is based on a 
delusion.’

The very thoughtful examination of that wonderfully 
fine and wonderfully neglected Book, ‘ The Lamentations ’ 
is an important contribution to Biblical criticism and 
exposition of a high order. The bent and spirit of it may 
be found in the concluding paragraph :—

Thus we are led even by this most melancholy book in the 
Bible to see, as with eyes purged by tears, that the love of God 
is greater than the sorrow of man, and His redeeming power 
more mighty than the sin which lies at the root of the worst of 
that sorrow ; the eternity of His throne, in spite of the present 
havoc of evil in the universe, assuring us that the end of all 
will be, not a mournful elegy, but a ptean of victory.

This is a pretty story—and with a deep meaning in it:—
One of the best and brightest of girls teaches a Sunday 

school class in a certain famous orthodox church. Last Sunday, 
she grew’ very earnest, picturing to the eager infants who sur­
rounded her the joys of Heaven to be won by those who live and 
trust in a way to deserve them. ‘ You must love the Lord,’ she 
Raid, ‘and be just as good as you know how to be. You must 
never get into tempers. You must never tell naughty stories. 
You must always mind your mammas, and be good in every 
way you know how ; and then you will be sure to go to Heaven 
when you die. Won’t that be nice ?’ ‘Yes, ma’am,*  lisped all 
the babies before her. ‘But if you are bad,’and she looked 
relentingly into the innocent faces before her, ‘ you won’t go to 
Heaven. If you are bad,’ and she took a firm grip on the 
doctrine she felt called on to teach—‘if you are bad, my dear 
children, you will go to Hell, and that—that *—she groped for a 
word, and ended eloquently—‘and that would be perfectly 
ridicnloim.'

Dear child! if she had puzzled over it for a month she 
could not have hit upon a more appropriate word.

THE ‘CONVERSION’ OF ANOTHER ‘PROFESSOR.’

‘ The cry is, “ Still they come.” ’ On this occasion the 
gentleman who has manfully acknowledged the truth of the 
phenomena, and acted in harmony with his convictions, is 
Professor Visani-Scozzi, of Florence, and the lady who 
was the means of finding him opportunities for investiga­
tion is that enthusiastic Spiritualist Countess Hélène 
Mainardi. Dr. Visani-Scozzi, was, like the great majority 
of his confrères, a vigorous opponent of all ‘ these things ’ 
before he knew anything about them. Countess Mainardi 
induced him to read Professor Oliver Lodge’s description of 
the experiments recently carried out with the aid of the 
medium Eusapia Paladino, and the reading of the report 
decided him to try for himself. The result is contained in 
a letter, dated May 8th last, and addressed by the Countess 
to the editor of ‘ Die Uebersinnliche Welt,’ from whose 
pages we translate the following essential portion of the 
communication —•

In Naples we then had four powerful sittings, and I had the 
indescribable satisfaction to hear Visani-Scozzi call out after the 
third séance : ‘No, no one can explain that by our knowledge ; 
only by invisible intelligences, who are independent of us and 
the medium, can such phenomena be produced.’ In the fourth 
séance this conviction was absolutely confirmed. He saw ‘ John 
King,’ fully materialised, standing by his side, and at the same 
time another gigantic figure beside me, and who leaned on my 
shoulder, patting and kissing me. To my question, ‘ Who are 
you ? ’ it rapped out with the hand the Russian name of my 
dead nephew. I am certain that neither Eusapia nor the Doctor 
ever heard that name. The room in which we sat was securely 
closed, and everything well tested before the sitting began. 
The medium was held by hands and feet by my husband and 
Professor Visani-Scozzi,

The Countess adds that the esteemed convert is about 
to publish a full report of his experiences, and as he is a 
learned man, and as courageous as he is learned, she, very 
naturally, feels thankful to have been the means employed 
to bring so doughty a champion into the ranks of 
Spiritualism.

TALK8 WITH TIEN.—No. II.
Through the Mediumship of Mr. J. J. Morse.

Question : The appearance of ‘ doubles ’ is a well-established 
fact. Sometimes they appear only when the person duplicated 
is in a trance or asleep, but also, not infrequently, when he is 
awake, when he is actively engaged, and even when the person 
to whom, and the place where, his double appears are not present 
in his thought. These doubles often appear by daylight, and to 
several persons at once, and thus seem to have some objective 
existence. The question I wish to ask is, are these ‘ doubles * 
always, or ever, produced by the exclusive agency of the person 
they represent ; or, are they produced by independent spirits to 
whom his peculiar condition at the time affords the opportunity 
for their production ? If they are produced by the exclusive 
agency of the person himself, haw are they produced when there 
is no wish or conscious agency on his part ? And how are they 
produced even when there is such a wish?—Alfred R. Wallace.

Reply : The appearance of the ‘ double ’ is a fact associated 
with the existence of a realm of subjective activity, pertaining 
alike to the individual and the, so called, material universe. 
Such appearances necessarily involve the existence of these 
possibilities in man, and of a plane upon which such possibilities 
can be expressed. Further, the existence of such a plane also 
implies that those who see the ‘ double ’ are also in rela­
tion to the conditions pertaining to that plane. This 
being understood, the points involved in the question are 
well taken, and may be thus dealt with :—The ‘ double ’ is not 
always produced by—that is, not always a projection of—the 
person it represents, but may be a representation flashed upon 
the consciousness of the person to whom it is manifested, in 
which case an impression, of sufficient intensity to become 
mentally visualised by the percipient, is made upon the mind. 
The result is more in the nature of a vision, and cannot justly 
be called a ‘ double ’ in the ordinary sense. But such results 
are only possible ‘ when the peculiar condition * of the percipients 
affords the opportunity for the production of such phenomena, 
and what that ‘ peculiar condition ’ may be depends entirely upon 
the circumstances of the time. In the next case, as stated in the 
question, from the fact that all are, in varying degrees, more or 
less unconsciously active on the subjective plane—unconscious to 
the external cognition—it follows that, at times, the percipient 
and not the projector of the‘double ’ may come into contact with 
the sphere of the person whose ‘ double ’ he sees, and, not being 
trained in this kind of experience, naturally reverses the order 
of events, and concludes that the ‘double’ has come to him, rather 
than, so to speak, that he has gone to the ‘double.’ Where 
‘ doubles ’ are seen by several persons at the same time and 
place, there is, usually, a certain tangibility in the appearance, 
and it then approximates to the nature of an apparition—i.e., 
‘ ghost ’—and its appearance verges on the conditions pertaining 
to materialisation. That the party concerned is either asleep, 
in a trance, or otherwise unconscious of the matter is, of course, 
the evidence that the subject pertains to man’s subjective 
faculties, as already stated.

Question : Will Tien offer any comment on the following, 
received through a young daughter, in 1881, impressed by her 
mother ?—R.

Every sphere has a Head. The Head of my Sphere (the 
fifth) is a Woman. I have spoken to Christ. He is one of 
the highest spirits in the highest Sphere.

Question : But Lord Bacon, addressing Judge Edmonds, 
said, ‘ Christ I never saw, and doubt if he has ever descended 
to these Spheres since his advent to this world.’ Therefore 
during two hundred and fifty years he had never met a spirit 
who had seen Christ.

Answer : I only told you what I knew myself. Christ 
does visit our Spheres, and I have spoken to him, and 
received instruction.

Question : ‘ Imperator ’ ten years ago said that Christ was 
preparing to call together his chosen people. Perhaps Lord 
B’s assertion may be reconciled with that of ‘ Imperator ' and 
with your own, inasmuch as Christ, though previously in­
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accessible, may now, as you say, be visiting the lower spheres 
with a special object.

Answer : No ; for whoever really wishes to see him can 
can do so in any Sphere. I mean it as I say. It was in my 
own Sphere that I spoke to him, and any spirit can who 
really wishes it. Christ is Father of the Sixth Sphere.

Question : Then he is below the Father of the Seventh ?
Answer : He certainly is.
Question : How then can he be ‘ Second in the Universe ’ 

—as previously asserted ?
Answer : I don’t know, but he is Father of the Sixth 

Sphere and has access to all the spheres.
Question : Does his divinity differ in any way from that of 

Gautama Buddha, Zoroaster, Confucius and other ethical 
teachers ?

Answer : I don’t think so. Some spirits do.
Reply : The arrangement of the Spirit Life into ‘ Spheres * 

in the sense of this question, is more arbitary than exact. 
The utter immeasurability of the spiritual universe is beyond 
even the most exalted comprehension. Inexperience compre­
hends much more than experience does. That Spheres—as 
conditions of society in the next life—do exist, is true enough. 
That there are recognised Leaders there, as in mortal life, is 
also true, and that those leaders may be male or female is a fact, 
and that in those conditions of the next life where Christian 
people congregate, a certain, and definite importance, to Christ 
—or Jesus—is associated with that spirit’s life, is true, and 
reasonable. But our own experience is that Jesus himself is 
not the exclusive personality, or in so exalted a position, as 
to be above striving to help his fellows, on either side of the 
veil, to that real salvation which the world needs as much to­
day as it did when Jesus was on earth. Certainly, as a man, 
and a worker—must we say spirit?—his divinity is as the 
divinity of all other men and workers.

Question : In ‘ Light ’ for June 8th, 1895, there was an 
account of ‘A Strange Vision,’ by W. Espinasse. Do you take 
this to have been a psychometric view of a procession that had 
taken place on earth long ago ? If so, how do you account for 
the writer’s brother being among the priests ?—H. T.

Reply : The vision was that of an actual spiritual proces­
sion. The Catholic (Roman) Church still retains its desire to 
‘ convert ’ all lands to its faith, and still continues to worship in 
and about its former shrines. As the brother was a Catholic in 
life it would be quite natural for him to join in the procession 
referred to.

Question : It has been said that the inhabitants of the 
spirit world, when studying the history of a people, such as the 
Greeks, can see the ancient cities, as well as the modern, and 
the people at their occupations. This implies the power to see 
successively every event that has taken place. Does the repre­
sentation of a special period depend on the will of the student, 
as in psychometry now, so that one spirit could see the scene 
and another not see it, the student being possibly one of the 
actors represented ?—H. T.

Reply : The history of the universe is the consciousness of 
God. At times we come into union with portions—fragments— 
of that consciousness, and then so much of history as that frag­
ment of Divine consciousness concerns, and so much thereof as 
we can assimilate, is ours. This is not psychometry, which is a 
different matter entirely.

Question : Can you tell me if the spirit, during the natural 
sleep of the body, has a perfect or an imperfect memory of the 
daily life it lives on earth, or is the waking life a blank to the 
sleep life, as the sleep life is a blank to the waking life ? Some 
say that during sleep the spirit lives and wakes on another 
plane, but does not, under ordinary circumstances, quit this 
plane, specially appointed for the spirits of those whose bodies 
sleep on earth. 1 refer to natural sleep and not to trance or 
death. Under what circumstances can a spirit, during the sleep 
of the body, quit this special plane, and travel to higher or 
lower planes ?-—H. T.

Reply : Earth experiences are remembered by the spirit, 
as, when the spirit is apart from the external world, it carries, 
naturally, the experiences pertaining to itself. But while all 
conscious experience on earth affects the spirits, some experi­
ences do so more than others. The more intense the experience 
the more vivid the remembrance of it, hereafter—that is, on 
the inner plane. The journeying of the spirit during sleep or 
entrancement is almost invariably regulated by experienced 
spirits in attendance for that purpose. The absence of the spirit 
during sleep does not cause the fatigue to the body that some

sleep travellers complain of upon awakening. It is the exces­
sive excitement and emotion, which sometimes accompanies 
these excursions, which, re-acting upon the external mind, dis­
turbs the nervous forces, and to such extent distresses the 
physical body. .

[We must ask our friends to put their questions in as concise 
and pointed a form as possible. It is not well that a ques­
tion should involve so many side issues as to require an 
elaborate essay for their elucidation.—Ed. ‘Light.’]

THE PROSECUTION OF MISS SMITH.
A large and representative meeting, convened by the 

National Federation and the Mediums’ Defence Committee, was 
held on Tuesday, August 13th, in the large Co-operative Hall, 
Downing-street, Manchester. Mrs. Hardinge Britten wrote 
expressing her regret at being unable to be present owing to ill- 
health, and at the same time declared her hearty sympathy with 
the object of the meeting.

Mr. Peter Lee, chairman, said that this was the first time, 
so far as he knew, that Spiritualists had ever banded together 
to adopt means to protect their mediums and also to do some­
thing to get new laws passed or old laws repealed. He claimed 
that Spiritualists had a perfect right to demand that their belief 
should receive public recognition the same as others. Mediums 
he regarded with feelings of sympathy and gratitude ; they were 
intermediaries between us and our spirit friends, and had as 
much right to be protected by the law in the exercise of their 
gifts as ministers ; we must not rest till we secured our religious 
rights and privileges.

Mr. Wilfred Rooke (Levenshuhne) read the report from 
the secretary of the Defence Committee (Mr. A. W. Orr), who 
was unfortunately absent through ill-health. The report, on 
the motion of Mr. Rooke, seconded by Mr. R. A. Brown, was 
adopted by the meeting.

Mr. E. W. Wallis read the following notes by a legal friend 
on the state of the law as it affects mediums, and pointed out 
how definitely it is against the practice of mediumship, which, 
by judges, is regarded as a pretence ; so that any medium who 
makes the claim, or professes, ‘ to hold communication with the 
spirits of deceased persons, ’ and receives pay, or presents, for so 
doing is distinctly liable to fine or imprisonment :—

By the Act of George IV., chap. 83, sec. 4 :—Every 
person, pretending or professing to tell fortunes, or using 
any subtle craft, means, or device, by palmistry or otherwise, 
to deceive or impose on any of his Majesty’s subjects, is 
punishable as a rogue and vagabond, and liable on conviction 
to commitment by one Justice for not exceeding fourteen 
days, or by two Justices in Petty Sessional Court for not ex­
ceeding three calendar months. A fine not exceeding £25, 
recoverable by distress, may be imposed, in lieu of imprison­
ment, but hard labour must not be adjudged for default in 
payment.

Important decisions have been given as to the legal bear­
ing of this section. Of first importance to Spiritualists is the 
decision of the Court in the Slide case, when it was held that 
the supplementary words i or otherwise ’ must be construed 
as distinct from the previous general words, and cover such 
offences as pretending to hold communication with the spirits 
of deceased persons.

In order to constitute a man a rogue and vagabond it is not 
necessary that he should lead a wandering and vagabond life.

The telling of the past, or foretelling of the future, by 
Spiritualists, for purposes of private gain, is thus clearly 
illegal. The dissemination of psychic science by public means, 
as lectures, &c., so long as public policy or morality is not 
contravened, is, however, within the law, and may be safely 
pursued
- It may also be remarked that whilst the furnishing of 
phrenological charts for gain, if not excessive, so as to be exorb­
itant, would be legal, charts as to ability for mediumship, 
&c., derived,or purporting to be derived,from psychic sources, 
would appear to be illegal.
Mr. J. B. Tetlow, of Pendleton, moved the following 

resolution :—
That this meeting has heard with the utmost indignation 

of the cruel treatment to which Miss Smith, a public advocate 
of Spiritualism, has been subjected in consequence of a recent 
magisterial decision in a local police-court, whereby she has 
been visited with the same penalty, and classed, as a common 
rogue and vagabond, by the undue straining of an antiquated 
Act of Parliament, and pledges itself, in the important interest 
of spiritual science and fair play, to approach Parliament with 
a view to obtaining a repeal of the obnoxious enactment.
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Further : That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 
Right Hon. A. J. Balfour, First Lord of the Treasury of Her 
Majesty’s Government, as a recognised friend of Psychical 
Research, with a request that he will in Parliament further 
the object in view.

He contended that primitive Christians were persecuted for 
exercising similar powers to those employed by mediums to-day. 
History proved that continuous quarrels had occurred with the 
law upon religious questions, and it seemed that Spiritualists 
are to be harassed as Dissenters have always been. He 
regretted for her sake the sufferings which Miss Smith had 
endured, but felt that she would not suffer in vain ; for already 
the necessity had been felt for a firm and united stand to 
demonstrate that Spiritualism has a moral purpose, a religious 
end in view, and seeks to enlighten the people. He pleaded 
for mediums. There is a great demand for advice, assistance, 
knowledge. Mediums were subjected to difficulties and tempta­
tions and influences of which non-sensitive people had no con­
ception ; and might be affected by the power of those who sat 
with them, and they needed to be helped, advised, and protected. 
He hoped that mediums themselves would unite for self*protec ­
tion, and had much pleasure in proposing the resolution.

Mrs. M. H. Wallis seconded the resolution. The need for 
mediums was apparent in the heart-hunger experienced by so 
many people eager to hear from their departed friends, and any 
bar to the exercise of those powers by which the needs of those 
who seek knowledge of life on the other side are met and supplied, 
was an injustice ; not merely an injury to mediums but to 
humanity. She did not know that mediums had done wrong, 
but hoped that if any have erred, better counsels and methods 
would prevail in future ; that all would be animated with a 
strong desire that good may be accomplished, and help and 
comfort given to others. She sympathised sincerely with her 
sister medium, who although she had suffered could rejoice, for 
by her trials the opportunity had arisen for united efforts to be 
made to win the full measure of freedom to which we are en­
titled, as part of our religion, to throw open the doors of 
intercourse between the two worlds. She urged all who had the 
interest of truth and liberty at heart to individually exert their 
influence, and to co-operate in the fight for freedom.

Mb, W. T. Braham, Manchester, supported the resolution. 
He had obtained through mediumship that which he could not 
possibly gain from any other source, viz., complete and satis­
factory evidence of the reality of the after-life. Thousands of 
people desire the same knowledge, and he felt it was a shame 
that mediums should be in danger of being thrown into prison 
for exercising the powers God had implanted within them.

The resolution was put to the meeting, and carried with 
applause. .

Mr. E. W. Wallis then read and moved the adoption of the 
following memorial, which he said was sufficiently clear to 
appeal to his hearers without any speech from him :—

To the Right Honourable Sir M. W. Ridley, Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for the Home Department.

This Memorial respectfully showeth,—
1. That your Memorialists are interested, and for the 

most part engaged in, the investigation of certain physical 
and psychical phenomena, popularly denominated as ‘ Spiritual­
ism/and some are engaged as ‘Spirit Mediums,’ ‘Psycho­
meters,’ and ‘ Clairvoyants.’

2. That your Memorialists have assembled in a body within 
the Co-operative Hall, Downing-street, in the city of Man­
chester, to protest against the recent conviction of Miss Smith, 
a spirit-medium, in a police-court within the said city, by a 
city magistrate, as a rogue and a vagabond, under the 4th 
section of the Act 5, George IV., chapter 83, thereby casting 
what your Memorialists consider as an unfair and unmerited 
stigma upon one who was engaged in the investigation of 
psychic science, and pursuing such investigation in an honour­
able manner.

3. That your Memorialists deem it contrary to the en­
lightened spirit of modern legislation that persons con­
scientiously engaged in the study of mental and psychical 
phenomena without any intention of deception should be 
classed with rogues and vagabonds, and liable to suffer the 
same punishment, and submit that the words of the statute 
before referred to have been unduly strained and twisted from 
their true meaning, thereby discrediting, prejudicing, and ob­
structing legitimate investigation and inquiry into a subject 
of the most serious interest and importance, as a branch of 
genuine scientific research.

4. That your Memorialists submit that the case in question 
is one demanding an authoritative inquiry, with a view to a 
full reparation of the injustice inflicted.

5. That your Memorialists contend that the question 
whether an alleged medium has been guilty of conscious 
and intentional deception in a particular case is one wholly 
unsuited, from the special nature of the questions involved, 
for investigation by a court of justice, as the phenomena 
witnessed and the communications received in the presence of 
mediums are frequently illusory and untrustworthy, without 
any conscious duplicity on the part of the mediums, who are 
simply the passive instruments of an unseen agency.

6. That your Memorialists submit that there exists an 
essential distinction between the case of vagrant impostors, 
who defraud the weak and ignorant among the poorer and 
uneducated classes, and that of the persons generally referred 
to as “ mediums.’’ The latter are not vagrants, have usually 
a settled place of abode, and fortune-telling is no part of their 
practice, they make no such profession, nor are they resorted 
to for such purpose, they submit to and invite full and free 
investigation by any legitimate methods which the ingenuity 
of those who resort to them can devise ; and such investiga­
tion has often been conducted with extreme care by scientific 
experts of eminence, who have afterwards borne testimony to 
the honesty of the medium and to the reality and value of 
the results obtained.

7. That the magistrate who adjudicates according to the 
known course of nature, in respect to phenomena which 
do not conform to such known course as interpreted by him, 
finds it practically unnecessary to hear evidence, beyond the 
mere proof of the alleged occurrence of the phenomena in 
question in the presence of a certain individual, when no 
other person also present can be taken to have produced 
them. This prejudices the case, and converts into a super­
fluous mockery, the merest pretence, any examination of 
witnesses to prove that an alleged act of imposture did not 
bear that character.

Your Memorialists therefore pray that you will be pleased 
to institute an inquiry into the case above-mentioned, in order 
that the judicial injustice inflicted upon her may be redressed, 
and the character of an honourable woman, engaged in the 
honourable profession of mediumship, rescued from the dis­
reputable imputation which now rests upon it.
Mr. R. Fitton, treasurer of the National Federation of 

Spiritualists, seconded the resolution, and Mr. Blumenthal 
supported it. The memorial was then adopted, and the chair­
man was authorised to sign it on behalf of the meeting.

Mr. J. C. Macdonald, of Patricroft, then moved :—
That a petition to her Majesty’s Government be drawn up 

praying that the law of George IV., under which mediums are 
classed as ‘ rogues and vagabonds,’ and are rendered liable to 
fine or imprisonment for exercising their psychic gifts, may be 
repealed or amended. Copies of this petition to be printed 
and distributed to the various societies in the kingdom for 
signature, together with instructions to forward the same to 
the respective members of Parliament in their localities.

He had no very great faith in petitions unless they were well 
backed up, and suggested that the local secretaries of societies 
should announce the date when the petition will be sent to the 
sitting member ; that it should be posted so as to reach him by 
the first post in the morning ; and that the Spiritualists residing 
in the district should eveiy one despatch a postcard, to be 
delivered the same morning, urging him to present the petition 
and use his influence on its behalf.

Mr. Geo. Colbeck (of Ashton-under-Lyne) seconded the 
motion, and Mr. Ross (of Manchester) supported it, suggesting 
that if possible a deputation should present the memorial to the 
Home Secretary in person, and that the deputation should con­
sist of Mr. John Page Hopps, Mr. Dawson Rogers (Editor of 
‘ Light ’), Mr. J. Allen (of the International Correspondence 
Society), Mr. A. J. Smyth (President-elect of the next annual 
Conference of the National Federation), and the Editor of ‘ The 
Two Worlds,’ Mr. E. W. Wallis.—The resolution was carried 
unanimously.

Mr. W. Johnson (Hyde) proposed :—
That this meeting denounces the actions of all persons 

who for purposes of gain, and by practices which have no 
connection with Spiritualism, clairvoyance, psychometry, or 
the legitimate exercise of mediumship, bring discredit upon 
Spiritualism and the investigation of psychic science, and 
pledges itself to use all possible endeavours to prevent the 
continuance of, and recommends all mediums to eschew, such 
practices.
The present emergency, he said, is one that calls upon Spirit­

ualists to do their duty. Whenever exposures had taken place, 
so far as he could judge, they had been the result of Spiritualists 
doing their duty—and we must weed out from our ranks the 
pretenders to mediumship who have crept in. At the same time 
the law makes no discrimination between honest and dishonest 
mediums, genuine psychometers, and pretenders. The law of
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George IV. is a bad law and ought to be repealed, and all 
Spiritualists in the land ought to be brave enough to tell their 
‘ members ’ that if they won’t alter the law they shall not have 
their votes in future. At the same time we must make it 
clearly understood that we will not recognise the medium who 
stoops to the tricks and practices of those who pretend to tell 
fortunes, nor will we recognise those who on their sole responsi­
bility open rooms for phenomena alone, and take up collections 
or charge for their own profit. For honest mediums, who recog­
nise their responsibility and worthily exercise their powers to 
prove the reality of life after death, he had the greatest respect 
and good-will, but he felt it was time to speak out and say that 
we will neither countenance nor defend those who drag Spirit­
ualism through the mire by pandering to the foolish and ignorant 
wonder-seeking people, who have no real interest in spiritual 
things.

Mr. Rooke, who seconded the motion, said people visited 
mediums from very mixed motives, and sitters were often as 
culpable as those who catered for them. The law, unfortunately, 
puts the honest medium, trying to minister to the heart sick­
ness of the bereaved, the sincere truthseeker, on the same level 
as the charlatan who pretends to tell fortunes to meet the 
wishes of foolish people, and dupes the ignorant. There were 
places in which any amount of fortune-telling is openly practised, 
and the law winks at it; but he felt that mediums thould be 
above that kind of thing and confine their efforts to more 
spiritual methods and purposes.

Mr. R. A. Brown (Manchester) supported the resolution. 
It wras a subject of great moment, and he hoped Spiritualists 
would recognise the significance of the present crisis, which he 
trusted would lead to the weeding out of all pretenders, who are 
Spiritualists only for what they can get out of it. He trusted 
the Federation would be supported and strengthened to stamp 
out the imposition of those who pretend to bring the angelic 
world down to rule the petty affairs of daily business.

Mr. Lee said he had talked and written for years in the strain 
which the speakers had adopted, and he felt equally as strongly 
as they did, nay, he regarded it as little short of blasphemy to 
degrade mediumship to the level of the catch-penny practices of 
ordinary fortune-tellers.

Mr. Haggit thought it was essential there should be a law 
against fortune-telling, and that mediums who judiciously exer­
cised their spiritual gifts were in no danger.

Mr. Lamb spoke feelingly on behalf of mediums, and said 
that if a medium is sincere he, or she, has a right to foretell 
events if impressed that it will do good so to do; better medium­
ship would come with fuller development.

Mrs. Billings defined fortune-tellers as ‘persons who do 
not care whether they tell the truth or not so long as they are 
well paid,’ and declared that she knew there were mediums in 
Manchester who came within the terms of her definition. She 
pleaded earnestly and eloquently for higher Spiritualism, more 
spiritual mediumship. The time had come when Spiritualists 
must demand integrity, honour, purity, ability, and uphold only 
those whose record is clean, and whose conduct and character 
are worthy and high.

The resolution was carried with applause.
It was decided, on the motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by 

Mr. E. W. Wallis, and supported by Mr. Kay, of Salford, 
that the balance of the Defence Fund, after paying the expenses 
to be incurred re Memorial and petitions, should be handed to 
the National Federation in trust, to be used for the purpose for 
which it was subscribed if occasion should again arise, and an 
honest, reputable medium be attacked.

[The above has been abridged from a report courteously 
furnished us by the Editor of ‘ The Two Worlds.’—Ed. ‘Light.’]

PROFESSOR HUXLEY.

In an appreciative memoir of the late Professor Huxley in 
• Nature,’ Professor Michael Foster says: ‘Future visitors to 
the burial place on the northern heights of London, seeing on 
his tombstone the lines :—

And if there be no meeting past the grave, 
If all is darkness, silence, yet ’tis rest.

Be not afraid, ye waiting hearts that weep,
For God still “giveth His beloved sleep, 

And if an endless sleep He wills—so best—
Will recognise that the agnostic man of science had much in com­
mon with the man of faith.’

TOLD AT EVENTIDE.
What am I watching now ?

A face bent down to mine ;
Visage and eyes divine ;

A peaceful and calm white brow*
To what am I listening now i

A rivulet from God’s throne, 
Bearing in undertone

A song at which angels bow.
‘ God’s throne is a giant flower :

Stars are the dew which adorns ;
Lightning, its fiery thorns ;

Circles of planets, His bower.’
‘ God’s throne is a galaxy, sweet

With odour of seraphs’ prayer.
Millions of worlds out-flare ;

As dust pass under His feet.’
‘ Its petals are sapphire mist,

Moons of unsullied pearl
Circling in silent whirl, 

Clear orbs of amethyst.’
‘ God’s throne is a human heart, 

Humble and wrarm with faith ; 
Death—an unheeded wraith—

Poising a harmless dart.’ •
‘ God’s throne is a love-tilled heart,

Yielding, to bitter rain, 
(Tears of a world in pain) 

Harvests which heal its smart.’
‘ Mighty in thought is man ;

And feeble is man in deed, 
Nursing his little weed— 

His life—for a little span.’
‘ Seed-time and harvest come 1

What plant shall spring up from fruit
Grown on a feeble root ?

God is not always dumb I’

Awake ’. Who is here ? The room 
Quivers with waning light : 
Clouds of inrushing night

Clothe me in deepening gloom.
I turn to the broken lines—

Flashing, of stars o’er head : 
The hand of God outspread, 

Disclosed in mystic signs.
William Luther Longstaff,

Author of1 Passion and Perfection.’

London District Council.—The next delegate meeting will 
be held at Chepstow Hall, 1, High-street, Peckham, on Sunday 
next, at 8.30 p.m. prompt. Some drastic measures are proposed 
with regard to societies having only an ephemeral existence ; 
and it is hoped that each society will be fully represented. Mr. 
W. E. Long and other visitors h ive expressed their intention of 
taking part in the open council. We have now fully organised 
the mission at Chepstow Hall, and the society will in future be 
known as the Peckham Spiritualist Mission. They intend 
forming a choir and debating classes as soon as possible, and 
will welcome any assistance. Our commencement here did not 
presents very promising appearance. We started two months 
ago with an audience of six individuals. At the last two Sunday 
meetings our audience was respectively forty-five and eighty­
eight, while the Tuesday circle has an average attendance of 
fifteen, and with the committee formed last Sunday my turn of 
delegated work practically expires. Should friends in any 
other part of London require similar assistance, I shall be most 
happy to lay the matter before the Council, and try whether we 
cannot achieve similar results in their district. Our progress 
was considerably hampered during our last effort by want of 
money. I trust that those friends who can assist us financially 
will not forget to do so.—H. Boddington, Hon. Sec., 30, Upper 
Tulse-hill, S.W.

Spirit-life in God the Spirit. By John Page Hopps. 
Handsomely bound. One shilling. London : Williams and 
Norgate ; and all bookseller’s. Post free from 216, South 
Norwood Hill, S.E.

Digitized by Google


