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It was a little after eight p.m. in Boston, and consequently about
seven o'clock in Chicago, when the electric illumination of the
Exposition gardens and buildings was just beginning. The
lady dozing in the church more than one thousand miles away,
saw the great buildings lighted up one by one as if by magic,
the whole scene appearing as an enchanted fairyland. In the
midst of the brilliant spectacle, she distinctly saw her nephew
walking with two other young men, to one of whom he suddenly
exclaimed : ‘Oh! Alfred, how I wish my aunt were here to
enjoy this!’ For several minutes the scene continued before
the vision of the lady in church, when at last it seemed to melt
away, as she slowly awoke with the thought that she must have
been dreaming. The preacher’s words began to fall on her
ears with increasing distinctness, and finally she saw the interior
of the church and all its accoutrements.

Two days later, Mrs. A. received an interesting letter from
Mr. Z., in which he detailed his experience at the Fair, and
included this sentence in his description of the brilliant illumi-
nation on the evening of August 15th, that being his first visit
on the grounds after six p.m.: ‘I said to one of my companions,
““Oh ! Alfred, how I wish my aunt were here to enjoy this!”
and as I spoke I felt you were close beside me and continued
walking with me for at least ten minutes.’ Whatever may be
the solution of so surprising a phenomenon, it seems incredible
that the threadbare explanation conveyed in the term ¢coinci-
dence’ should be proffered to account for so remarkable an
occurrence.

A few days afterwards the same lady received from her
nephew, then about to leave Chicago, the following mental mes-
sage, while she was auietly engaged in household duties : ¢ Don't
expect me till Thursday evening after nine o’clock, as I have
decided to leave on a later train than the one I expected to take
when I last wrote to you.” Two days later Mrs. A. received
from Mr. Z. a postal card containing exactly those words. The
message had reached her mentally in Boston while he was
writing it in Chicago.

It really is a bit puzzling. Just as we were getting
nicely into it, here comes a ‘ unique little volume ’ telling us
that our English ¢Palmistry’ is very seriously wrong.
Here is what ¢Lucifer ' says of a new book on Indian
Palmistry :—

Students will welcome this unique little volume, as it com-
prises a good deal of information and gives to our Western
minds quite a novel system of both calculations and nomen-
clature.

The two systems in their essentials are one, but there is a
considerable difference in detail. Take, for instance, the line
commonly designated as the ‘line of heart.” It is here called
the ‘line of fortune.” The head line in the English system
becomes the ‘liver line,” while the one of the liver becomes
the line of the head by the Indian method.

One main point of difference is shown by the manner of
calculating the time of events.

All students know that the line bounding the thumb, or
‘life line,’ is used for reckoning age or time of oocurrences.
Now the English palmists reckon from the top of the line
against the forefinger or Mount of Jupiter for the first age—
infancy—and so proceed downwards to the end—old age—near
the wrist line. It is just the reverse in the Indian system. It
starts fromn the wrist—as first age—and so on.

We call that bewildering. It is as though one called a
given path the path to the Church, while another called it
the private entrance to the Stock Exchange. But that up-
setting of our ‘life line ’is cruel. If the English palmist
begins to count from the top, and so down to the wrist,
while his Indian brother begins to count from the wrist,
and so up to the top, we are indeed at sea. What the English
reader will look for at the age of 33, the Indian may expect
at 13. Will anyone explain ?

‘The Mystical World’ for August is very true to its
name, and all its interests appear to lie ‘far from the
madding crowd,” though ¢the madding crowd,” without
knowing it, is surging on through ‘the mystical world.’
Here and there, however, there is a gleam of simple sun-
shine, and even a touch of humour, The following (one of
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a oollection of ¢ Gems of Thought’) has a great deal of
homely meaning in it :—

‘The whole world is sighing for the affection and sympathy
that are expressed in the wag of a dog’s tail on the return of
his master.’

Trivial enough on the surface, but with deep suggestions
even of tragic pathos.

‘The Self and its Sheaths,’ by Annie Besant (London :
Theosophical Publishing Society), consists of four lectures
delivered last December in Madras. Of course, the little
book deserves attention and is worth reading: and yet we
cannot help feeling that Mrs. Besant’s dramatic tempera-
ment and verbal facility are always running away with her.
In this work, and in another lately published, she rather
surprises us by her matter-of-course assumption that she is
a Sanscrit scholar. We cannot help asking, Since when ?
In a few months she blossomed out of Agnosticism into a
Theosophical authority, and now—but Mrs. Besant always
carries the flag in front; and with charming grace and

brilliant ability.

¢ The Manchester Evening Mail’ is not satisfied with
our reference to the case of Miss Smith, at Manchester.
Perhaps it would have been if it had carefully read what
we wrote. We have again and again expressed our amused
contempt at what is usually known as ¢fortune-telling,’
which Spiritualists, for the most part, leave to ignorant
servant-girls and Society loungers, and we did not in the
slightest degree defend Miss Smith as a ¢ fortune-teller.’
We objected to her conviction on the unsupported evidence
of interested spies who, on their own showing, lied to Miss
Smith; we objected to the ignoring of Miss Smith’s ex-
planations ; we objected to the setting aside of the dis-
interested evidence given as to her character and standing ;
we objected to the absence of any bon fide prosecutor who
had been deceived or who regarded himself as the victim of
false pretences; we objected to the palpable prejudice and
ignorance that hovered over the whole proceedings. Does
the ¢ Evening Mail ' understand our position now ?

A few words, however, as to ¢ prejudice and ignorance,’
or ‘ignorance and prejudice,’ for ignorance is at the bottom
of the prejudice, and the ‘Mail’ itself seems to be the
victim of both. We will give one instance. It asks—‘Why
should there be any difficulty in inducing the spirit of a
departed friend to communicate something useful?’ It
might just as well ask—¢ Why should there be any difficulty
in inducing the sun to grow peaches?’ Evidently the
¢ Mail’ is very much in the dark.

One thing more. While we stick to our amused con-
tempt for what is usually known as ‘fortune-telling,’ we
frankly acknowledgo that we would let it alone. It is not
a matter for legislation in these days. Why should we
prevent servant girls and Lady Pinkfeather having their
shilling’s worth or half sovereign’s worth of fun or mild ex-
citement? Granted that they are fools. What would you
have? Is the Government to regulate the expenditure of
the shillings and half sovereigns of all the fools in England?
It will be a difficult and complex undertaking.

But, seriously, there lies beyond this the grave con-
sideration that even some forms of ¢ fortune-telling ' may be,
as we expressed it, on the track of a great truth: and we
prefer to endure a little mild cajolery to endangering a
great truth : and the history of every great truth shows
how real this danger is.

We print with pleasure M. Reichel’s paper on Magnet-
ism and Hypnotism, as it presents a view which ought to
be considered, and because we like to get light from all
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sations ; suggestibility has disappeared. (6) Interior perception ;
the subject no longer perceives the aura, but sees the internal
organs of his own and other people’s bodies when in contact.
(6) Sympathy at a distance; the subject perceives the sensations
of the magnetiser when a short distance off.

Mons. de Rochas magnetised a subject ¢ B,’ and employed
his subject ‘A’ to describe the auric effects, which were as
follows :—

‘As soon as sensibility began to disappear, the luminous
down which covered the skin in the normal state seemed
to dissolve in the air, and presently re-appeared in the shape
of a tenuous mist, which by degrees condensed and became
moro and more brilliant, until it became a very thin layer of
light enveloping the body at a distance from it of about an
inch or an inch and a-half. If I, the magnetiser, acted in any
way upon this layer, B. felt the same sensations as if 1 acted
on his skin, and he felt nothing if I acted anywhere eclse ;
ncither did he fecel anything if the experimenter was a person
not in rapport with the magnetiser. If I continue the
magnetisation, A. perceives a second envelope of auric light
form all round the subject at a distance of two or three inches
from the first, and as the magnetisation proceeds, other layers
form successively, until they reach a distance of two or three
metres from the subject, penetrating and crossing each other
without mutual interference, their sensibility decreasing with
their distance from the body.’

The occurrence of this phenomenon is generally during the
third stage, but with some subjects it appears earlier. After the
third or fourth stage, the concentric layers of luminous aura
present two maxima of intensity, one on each side, like ¢ poles of
sensibility ' ; and here our author excites his readers’ curiosity
without attempting to satisfy it, for he says, ¢ This is the com-
mencement of another order of manifestations, which I leave on
one side at present, to make them the subject of a future book.’

The ancient philosophers, perceiving that we have sensations
only when our attention is directed to the operations of our
senses—we see only when we look, we hear only when we listen,
&c.,—concluded that onc of the elements of sensation was a pro-
jection of a something from ourselves which met another some-
thing radiating from objects ; and the idea of Mons. de Rochas
i8 somewhat similar :(—

‘We will suppose that in every living person a fluid cir-
culates in the nerves, as the electricity og a telegraphic circuit
circulates along the wires. This fluid reaches the skin by
the ends of the nerves, and remains there in the static con-
dition : it escapes in a dynamic condition by the *‘ points ”’ of
the body (fingers, toes), by the breath which is charged with
it, and by the eyes and ears.’

This ‘fluid’ is the agent which transinits sensations to the
brain, and when it is withdrawn from the skin the body loses all
feeling ; when it is condensed in an envelope at a little distance
from the skin it still remains in some kind of connection with
the brain, and able to transmit sensation to it.

Mons. de Rochas found that the current from an electric
machine, properly directed through the body of a subject, pro-
duces all the phenomena of hypnotism as completely as do the
mesmeric passes, and he concludes that in both cases a foreign
‘fluid’ drives out that of the subject and causes it to
‘ exteriorise.” The formation of the ‘zones’ or envelopes of
sensitiveness he attributes to *interference' occurring between
the vibrations caused respectively by the two great centres of
rhythinic movement, the heart and the lungs ; for he found that
by varying the rate of respiration he altered the distance from
the body of the various layers or zones of sensitiveness.

By holding a glass of water or other ‘absorbent of sensation’
(mumae) in one of the layers or zones of sensation it beconies
‘ charged ’ with something that is apparently the very life-force
of the subject. Carried away to a distance of several yards, the
glass of water still preserves its connection with the subject,
who feels acutely if the water is pricked with a needle, becomes
giddy if it is shaken, and falls into a dead faint if it is swallowed
by another person. Various substances, such as cherry laurel,
placed in the water, produce their characteristic effect on the
subject ; and by whispering into the glass of water twenty or
thirty feet from the subject the words are, as it were ‘tele-
phoned ’ wo him.

Water is an excellent ‘mwumie,” a word derived from the
Persian ¢ moum,’ which means wax, and used by Paracelsus to
signify ‘a substance charged with human sensibility.” By
acting on the mumie various strange effects are produced, which
are treated of by Mons. de Rochas in his next chapter, entitled
¢ Enchantment.’

(Tv be contined.)
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MAGNETISM AND HYPNOTISM.

Two branches of therapeutics, which not long ago were con-
sidered a delusion, have become more universally known, viz.,
Animal Magnetism and Hypnotism. Since the Danish mer-
chant, Hansen, showed publicly the effects of hypnotism, the
scientific world has been obliged to acknowledge tho
existence of a science for which there does not yet exist
a professorship, it is true, but by means of which to
all appearance cures can be effected. During the last few

years scveral magnctisers have become well known, and as
their success has often heen immediate and wonderful, it can no
longer be disregarded. As magnetism sometimes produces
a state of somnolence, scientific works have, with few
exceptions, confounded it with hypnotism, asserting that
there does not exist in man a fluid force which can cure diseases,
as the magnetisers profess. There is no difference, they say,
between magnetism and hypnotism ; the active power in both
being simply suggestion. In the case of Miss Salamon, whose
death occurred during the hypnotic state, the same mistake of
confounding hypnotism and magnetism was made by almost the
whole Press. Therefore it is necessary to take up arms once
more for magnetism. There exists much literature about it,
much of it written by the first authoritics of the medical world.
In my last treatise, ¢ Magnetism and its Phenomena’ (Berhin :
K. Siegismund, 1892), are mentioned the names of many
physicians who recognise magnetism as a great healing power.
We have also the opinion of the late professor, Dr. von
Nussbaum, who, being summmoned before the bar as an expert,
stated that there could be no doubt about the existence of
magnetism strong enough to produce great effects, merely by
the touch of the hand, &c. 1 have also in my possession a
statement of General Dr. von Stuckrad, given last August,
who, having personally become acquainted with the influence of
magnetism, expressed the wish that this method should be
studied thoroughly and made use of in all medical establish-
ments. I am a decided follower of the Psychostrysik, of which
A. T. Davis gives such a marvellous description in his principal
work, ¢ The Physician,” though not from the side of hypnotisin.
This work cannot be too warmly recommended to every person
who desires to study the question.

What is the effect of hypnotism? A constraint which, in
case the will of the hypnotiser is not of itself energetic and
strong enough, is strengthened by looking fixedly at a crystal,
or even at a finger, and tiring in this manner the nerves of sight
and feeling. This constraint puts the patient in a somnolent
state, during which, by the concentrated will of the magnetiser,
these nerves are paralysed, and the subject falls into a kind of
catalepsy. A manipulation with a sleeping person is very danger-
aus, the persprit, the tie between body and soul, being more
lax ; but, even without that reason, I should never advise to
subject delicate persons to such a constraint, apoplexy often
being the result. Hypnotism can only produce an effect when
the patient is made vo fall asleep. But what effect is produced ?
I think, a very insignificant one, and that even the disease itself
has, perhaps, not been as bad as the injurious influence of the
treatment itself. I consider it impossible that hypnotism can
remove an organic complaint; but is this believed ? The litera-
ture of hypnotism reports cures of rheumatism of the joints.
But this is not the case. I do not deny that a person, suf-
fering from this complaint, has apparently boen -cured.
Through tho firm will of the hypnotiser and the implicit
obedience to which the hypnotised is subjected, the decayed
matter can, perhaps, be dispersed from the joints (in
this case the body is mastered by the spirit) but it cannot
be entirely removed. It remains in the body, and is sure to
settle in some other part of it ; and after some time another
more serious disease appears which is treated by the hypnotisers
as a new onc. Moreover, it is the heart which mostly becomes
affected by the constraint. Perhaps hypnotism could be re-
commended for imaginary diseases, 1.e., drunkenness and certain
kinds of mania, &c. But even supposing the imaginary patient
in question were susceptible to hypnotism (for once more, it can
only work during sloep), all transcendental experience--which it
would take too long to explain here—is opposed to it. Every lay-
man even will underscand that if you make a man believe that he
is eating a pear instead of a potato, or rocking and fondling a
baby instead of s bundle of rags, such false ideas, which you
force upon him and compel him to accept, must act prejudicially







