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afford to do without it. It contains important references
to the Conference last May, a very useful collection of
testimonies on the question, ¢ Is man immortal ?’ interest-
ing notices of Astrology, Theosophy, Psychology and Folk-
lore, and many side glimpses of fancy and experience. We
are very well pleased to see that Mr. Stead takes up our
challenge, and offers what we asked. Here is his answer :—

I shall be delighted to take the Editor of * LicHT’ into my
confidence, and do what I can in the way of co-operation with
any of his friends who may be agreed upon, subject to the usual
conditions as to timeand convenience. For I am very busy, and
all the automatic writing I get comes to me at odd moments,
and I am not by any means sure whether the effort to produce
phenomena to order, under conditions which do not conduce to
gelf-forgetfulness, and the impassiveness necessary to receive
communications, might not prove fatal to success. But that,
like everything else, is a subject to be solved by experimenting.

Our readers may rely upon it that, if this can be suc-
cessfully followed up, it shall be.

This, from ¢ The Philosophical Journal,’” should give us
pause. Even Spiritualists need to ponder it and apply it :—

It is too common to aftix labels to thinkers and then to make
them responsible for any belief or vagary that may be imagined
in connection with the name. It is just as well if one passes
through life unlabeled. It is not then necessary for him to ex-
plain to everybody who has formed ideas of what he believes or
disbelieves, and to make long statements attempting to reconcile
this, that and the other, when there is no need of any such recon-
ciliation in the minds of intelligent and careful thinkers.

No system contains the whole truth. Indeed all statements
embody but a small amount of truth in relation to the things they
teach. Most systems, if they could be viewed from the stand-
point of absolute truth, would probably be seen to be childish
in thought and exceedingly grotesque. What is needed is earnest
search for truth, acceptance of facts as fast as they are discovered,
and an unprejudiced and impartial spirit in viewing all theories
and conclusions, whether they accord with our views or not.

To us, a friend wrote the other day, ‘I am an anti-
supernaturalist’: and this he wrote with an eye to our
Spiritualism. He received the unexpected reply : ¢ And so
aml.’ He was astonished. ¢TI thought you believed in
spirits,” he replied. Poor man ! It had never occurred to
him that a spirit could be natural ! ¢The New Age’ hit it
neatly lately :—

Supernatural means eminently natural, transcendently
natural. There is the natural of the lowest plane ; there is the
natural of a higher plane ; and the natural of the highest plane.
Physical nature constitutes one plane, or region ; psychical
nature, another plane ; and Divine Nature, another. And the
three planes may become a Trinity in unity.

And again :—

Now as the inner man ir by far the more real man of the
two, ought not this to convince us that there is an invisible
world corresponding with our own invisible man, and that the
world, which to our flesh is invisible, is muchk more real than the
world in which our flesh lives, moves and has its being ?

Sir Walter Besant, it appears, was ill when he wrote
that ¢Queen’ article to which we lately referred. We
thought something was the matter, and we truly sympathise
with this capable writer who, he now tells us, had ¢ a touch
of gout’ when that curiously scornful article appeared. In
the circumstances, we entirely forgive him. Gout is really
very unnerving !

We forgive him all the more readily because it seems
that, after all, he really believes pretty much as we do.
He frankly says :—

I have never seen any communication, in short, which
advances our knowledge of the next world, though I have seen

a great many which have evidently proceeded from a very lofty
spiritual level, whether of this world or the other, couched in
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fine language, breathing a noble and beautiful conception of
immortality ; yet never any which could not have been written
by a living man or woman. Do I, therefore, deny the existence
of spirit communications? Not at all. I might even, perhaps,
explain the vagueness of which I speak in this way ; it may be
possible for a spirit to communicate with a man subject to the
Limitation of hwoman comprehension of things unearthly. In other
words, such communications must necessarily be incomplete.
This, again, would account for the raptures of certain saints;
they cry out in vague phrases because language cannot interpret
what they see. I possess, for instance, a book of ecstacies or
raptures of a certain anchoress of the fourteenth century, which
were taken down and preserved. Throughout the pages one
perceives that the woman was trying to express, and could not
for lack of words, what was in her mind. She was trying to
describe her visions, but could not. Therefore we have page
after page of ejaculations. I should like very much to believe
in Spiritualism. I am quite convinced of the honesty and good
faith of many who do believe in it. But since no spirit ever
comes to me, unworthy ; since no spirit can improve our exist-
ing Rule of life ; since things physical have been left for man
unaided to discover ; since we cannot, by the alleged spirit’s
own showing, understand things of the next world ; and since
we seem to know already from other sources, notably a certain
collection of books, everything that they can tell us; it seems
to me a waste of time to look further into the matter. To others,
however, it may seem different—and those others I do not
venture to judge or to condemn.

That is all very well ; but Sir Walter assumes a great
deal here ; and his conclusion is singularly lame. After
admitting so much, we reasonably look for approval of
investigation, but that ‘it scems to me a waste of time’ is
lamentable ; for surely, even if nothing is told us by the
unseen, which we did not know, or could not find out for
ourselves, it is unspeakably important to be sure that they
communicate at all.

This is Stopford Brooke’s latest version of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus and his appearing to his disciples—a quaint mix-
ture of Transcendentalism, Hypnotism, and Spiritualism:—

Jesus having passed into the other world, and being filled
with ardent desire to convince his disciples that he was alive,
and having the power from God to impress his thought on their
thought, his very being on their being —in the same manner in-
visible, inaudible, as God had communicated Himself to man
from the beginning, in accordance with the order of the spiritual
universe—did flash his living soul on theirs, did, out of his
intense will to make his life known to them, impress his living
thought on theirs. He drove from without this livingness of
himself into their minds. ‘I who was dead am alive again, and
will be with you for ever. I am raised again, and with the
Father, and you will be at one with me in my eternal life with
God.” Again and again he made this impression upon them
till it became the experience of daily life. But when it was
first made, 1t lifted them into a state of lofty exaltation. They
were swept out of the ordinary physical condition into an extra-
ordinary one—that in which mental impressions are naturally
translated into apparently sensible forms.

We have received a letter from Mr. Duguid, complain-
ing that we closed the correspondence in which he was
concerned, before hearing from him. We can only say that
he had every opportunity to reply, explain, or protest, but
he remained silent, and we rather admired him for it,
especially as others sufficiently defended him. He now says
that ¢Mr. Glendinning’s statement as to how the photo-
graph was got is accurate.” Of course ; and that need not
be said. He also says, ‘I repeat that I am but an instru-
ment used for the production of these pictures.” Again of
course : and that also need not be urged. We all know it,
and Mr. Duguid can afford to take it for granted. Besides,
he must remember that we have gladly offered to hear from
his friend Mr. Hutchinson on the subject.

We have received other letters which only confirm us in
the decision to stop the correspondence. All that is to the
point has been said ; the rest could only be recrimination.
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THE PROPOSED TRAINING COLLEGE FOR MEDIUMS.

CORRESPONDENCE in re THE TrAINING COLLEGE FOR MEDIUMS,
AND A NEW AND URGENT DEMAND FOR ORGANISATION
AMONGST SPIRITUALISTS.

By EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN.

As my previous articles in ‘ LicHT’ on the above-named
subjoects have called forth a deluge of letters which far exceed
my capacity to deal with singly, I will again ask permission to
refer sympathisers and objectors alike to such space for my
replies as can be afforded me in these columns.

To several querists as to whether I propuse to take any
personal part in the management of such a college as I desire to
see established, I answer emphatically, No; that is, beyond
tendering such advice as good spirits may suggest to me, and
my long years of Spiritualistic experiences may render available.
But although my engagements in other directions, and other
causes, may unfit me for active service in the proposed estab-
lishment, I cannot doubt but that any number of well-qualified
assistants could be found to fill each position of duty that the
case might demand.

Next, I am asked—and that by at least a score of earnest
correspondents—whether it be wise or even possible to enter
upon so momentous an undertaking as I have sketched out until
a complete organisation of Spiritualists is formed, and (as
several of the writers suggest) the RELIGION of Spiritualism has
been defined—registered as an existing sect or denomination—
and its practices legitimatised, in the ordinary methods conimon
to all other religious associations.

On these last points I have neither doubt nor question.
But the chief difliculties that arise in secking this important,
protective action come from the Spiritualists themselves,
many of whom are indifferent to any other branch of the
subject 8o long as their own personal interests in the
investigation of the phenomena are satisfied ; whilst others,
- again, insist that Spiritualism is not a religion, and strenuously
oppose its being so regarded. To the latter class I would
urgently press home the question, What, then, is religion?
As I do not wish to incur, either for the editor who prints this
paper or for myself, the writer, the brutal treatment of which I
shall presently speak, lately accorded to one of our good Man-
chester mediums—namely, to be arrested late on a Saturday
night, so that she might be shut up all that night, all
Sunday and Sunday night in a prison cell, and be tried for
heresy on Monday morning—so I will keep my usual analyses of
what STATE and popular religious sects are, and from whence
they come, for my own lectures. In the meantime, I will
answer the question propounded above by saying that
Spiritualism is not only a religion, but that it is THE
ALL OF RELIGION THAT MAN AT PRESENT KNOWS ON EARTH.
Spiritualism is not only the religion of every-day life, but it is
the only one in existence at present that proves what it
asserts. Putting aside the farce of making special places,
persons, ceremonials, and dresses the only representations of
popular religion, TRUE RELIGION consists first of the belief and
trust in an Almighty Creator—a spiritual ¢ Alpha and Omega’
whom we call  God’; a belief and firm trust in the immortality
of the soul ; and thirdly, of such methods of how to live on earth
as will prepare our arisen souls after death to live and progress
in the life hereafter.

On these three vital and all-embracing points of life here and
hereafter, Spiritualism says, Gop—the First Great Cause—is
SPIRIT, as man, the effect of God’s creation, is spirit. If God—
the inevitable Cause and Creator—is Spirit, whether
that Being is one or many, man, the effect and re-creator,
proves God when he proves spirit existence. Look at
the wonderful work that man has effected in changing the
savagism of the old desert earth into the scenes of physical,
moental, and intellectual power that the world now displays !
Does not this re-creative power in man, the effect of being,
prove the existence of the Creator of the universe, God, the
Cause of being ? Then, again, man, the deathless spirit, as
revealed in millions of uncontrived, unpremeditated spirit com-
munications, proves (inferentially) the immortality of the once
developed soul, and the ever-progressive nature of that soul
until it becomes as God. And these same communications come
spontaneously—come from those that are living in the very
oxperiences of what they teach, and,for the most part, come from
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the dear fathers, mothers, and friends that would not deceive us,
and, instead of being revived from the dark ages of antiquity
and manipulated by priestcraft to suit its own purposes, they come
to man fresh and unexpectedly to-day, and can be repeated to-
morrow, and any to-morrow of the future, when we can find a
mediumistic battery that spirits can communicate through.

Finally, on the subject of how we shall order our lives here,
so a8 to prepare for progressive happiness hereafter, these
travellers from the far country do not offer to robbers, murderors,
and criminals of all kinds, perfect immunity from penalty and an
easy entrance into an imaginary Heaven, or the unjust and
immoral incentive to sin -namely, the assurance that all their
penalty for sins cominitted consists of the fact that the innocent
died to save the guilty, and that they have only to believe this,
and go straight to Heaven—even from the gallows tree.

On this point, and as the reform of all reforms, when
humanity realises the truth in full, every returning spirit
declares that the kingdom of Hell is created just as surely
within the human soul itself as is the kingdom of Heaven—nay,
more ; I challenge any of the millions of Spiritualists now
existing in the various countries of the earth to deny that
every returning spirit has declared that every wrong man has
committed on earth must be personally atoned for by personal
reform, and that though eternal progress is open to every soul in
being, that progress can only be attained by penitence, reform,
and treading the upward way by the progressive spirit within
the individual soul itself.

For the universal truth of these stupendous and reformatory
doctrines I might refer to the millions of independent teachings
which have come from wholly unrelated sources all over the
earth during the last forty-seven years of the Spiritual dispcnsa-
tion, but for the present I am obliged to turn to another subject
of immediate importance. @ Many who read these words
have, doubtless, already learned what I am about to record
with equal pain and humiliation, and that is, that here in Man-
chester, some time last week—from my present time of writing—
two artful, treacherous women were sent by the police to call
upon and betray a Miss Smith—a good, earnest, innocent
woman, practising her special gifts of psychometry and clair-
voyance. After receiving the usual proofs of these noble powers,
the betrayers asked the medium’s charge, and, receiving for
answer that she had none, they left on her table a shilling
a-plece as compensation for her time and service. On the
following Saturday—too late to call for friends or assistance-—
the police arrested the poor medium, and kept her all
night and all Sunday and Sunday night locked up in a
prison cell. Brought to court to be ¢ried on Monday morn-
ing, for fortune telling, the poor woman, by aid of friends
and all the funds that Manchester Spiritualists could raise, pro-
cured a remand till next Monday, a day that will have passed
before this writing reaches the oftice of ¢ LicHT.” The result
then will be known, and doubtless will at once be reported—
but, whatever that result may be, much suffering, pain, and
humiliation to the poor victim, and a large amount of expense
to those that can but ill afford it, will have been incurred. But
this is not all. Whatever the end of this special case may be,
it must have a marked and most important influence upon the
progress of Spiritualism in the future.

It must be remembered that all the age actually knows of
the truths and conditions of the life beyond the grave have
come from the dwellers in that life during the last forty-seven
years—and that through these same spirit-mediums, who, for the
exercise of the gifts with which God and the angels have
endowed them, are now liable to be dragged from their homes,
imprisoned, hurt in mind, health, and purse ; their friends taxed
cruelly to help them : and thus the entire business is made into
a mockery of the * Word of God'—the State Church’s Bible, in
which prophecy and spiritual gifts are again and again announced
as the Inspiration of God and His angels, and in which the
Founder of the Christian religion, publicly worshiped as
God, declares again and again, but especially in the last verses
of the last chapter of St. Mark, that it is only by the exercise
of miraculous gifts and powers that belief in Him can be
proved !

And now, Spiritualists, what are you going to do in this
emergency ? 1t is only through the communications of spirits,
necessarily given through human instruments called ¢ mediums,
that the continued life of your spirit-friends after death can be
proved. Itis only by these present-day revelations that you
yourselves kNow that you will survive the shock of mortal









