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QuesTION : I should like to know the number of years Tien
has been an inhabitant of the spirit world, and if he has any
means of ascertaining what ancient spirits believe with reference
to re-incarnation ?—ARIEL.

RePLY : As time is counted, three hundred years. All those
spirits of former times whom Tien has conferred with accept the
idea of the evolution of the spiritual through all precedent
modes of evolution, but reject the supposition that the conscious
Ego—the man—is ever re-embodied in human form after the
physical organism is cast off.

QuesTIoN : Will Tien Sien Tie kindly say why the cloud of
unseen witnesses do not compel the respectful attention of the
leading minds of the nation by arranging for some markedly
beneficent phenomena, which would arrest the sneer of Sir
Walter Besant that spirits communicate nothing of importance ?
For instance, why not warn weeping relatives that a supposed
corpse is only in a cataleptic trance, when such is the fact ?—
J.R.W.

RerLy : All truths are first held by the few, as the result of
observation, experiment, and experience. They ultimately win
their way to general acceptance by their own intrinsic value.
The facts of Spiritualism do not depend upon the endorsement
of any man, however eminent. The acceptance of facts upon
authority is not always either helpful or judicious. A vast
number of people are warned by spirits concerning many
matters, but being ignorant of the nature of such warnings,
brush them impatiently aside as fancies which it is unwise to
heed. When religious teachers pay more attention to preaching
the demnonstration of immortahity instead of a belief therein,
people will get clearer ideas upon the whole subject, and the
work of spirits in your midst will be more readily recognised
and better understood.

RECEPTION TO DR. MACK IN AMERICA.

A reception was given in honour of Dr. Mack, in Boston, on
Thursday evening, June 27th, by Dr. and Mrs. Williamm A. Hale.
The spirit of the occasion was fully entered into by one and
all. Such loyalty of friendship and oneness of purpose the
writer has seldom, if ever, seen thus expressed. At an early
hour, William A. Hale, M.D.. who formally introduced the
doctor, said: ‘It is most opportune that American friends
should gather here this evening, and pay fitting tribute to our
distinguished guest. In this country, where special attention
is given to education, art, and science, much pride is always
felt, and gratification expressed when, in the human course of
events, a man rises from the more humble walks of life through
integrity of purpose and loyalty to a cause, and introduces to
the world advanced thought and methods in a chosen profession ;
and more especially when, as a country, Awmerica can claim such
an one as her beloved son. It is with a great sense of honour
that I am accorded the pleasure and privilege of introducing to
you to-night such an one—a gentleman of rare merit, our
honoured guest, James McGeary, botter known as Dr. Mack.’

Dr. Mack, in responding, said : ‘It is with pleasure that I
am privileged to express my thanks to the friends present. I
am deeply sensible of the honour paid me to-night. It is, and
always has heen, my aim in life to live according to the highest
conception of knowledge ; and under all circumstances, no
matter how perplexing, to do my duty, and my full duty. I
thank you one and all for this very generous expression of
estcem and goodwill, and T assure you that I shall always recall
this reception with the most pleasant recollections.’

At ten o'clock the company adjourned to the banquet-room
and enjoyed the bountiful repast with which the tables were
laden, all of which had been most carefully and temiptingly
arranged under the excellent judgment of Mrs. Hale, who was
assisted by Mrs. Martha Reed.

At a late hour the friends took their leave of their respected
guest, wishing him God-speed, and every possible success and

happiness.

SCIENCE AND SPIRITUALISM.-—We have reprinted, in pamphlet
form, Mr. Thomas Shorter’s valuable address entitled A
Popular Misconception of the Relation between Science and
Spirituslism,’ delivered at the recent Conference. The address
is admirably suited for distribution amongst inquirers. Copics
may be had from the oflice of *Licut’ for 2d. each, or 1s. 3d.

per dozen, post free.

LIGHT.

(July 27, 1895.

EXPERIENCES IN SPIRIT LIFE.

AN ANSWER TO ‘ ATcHI-HAL'

¢ LicaT ' takes considerable time to reach British Columbia,
and I trust this may be accepted as an apology for the long
interval which has elapsed between the appearance of * Atchi-
Hai's’ letter and this reply suggested by its contents. Like
many other -persons whose minds have been trained in the in-
ductive reasoning demanded by the physical sciences, I have
been convinced by an enormous mass of cumulative evidence of
the continuance of life beyond this present plane of being, and of
the fact of communication being established between incarnate
and discarnate minds. In my own case what scepticism I had
remaining gave way before the record of the experience of
Stainton Moscs. the case recorded a few wecks ago by Professor
Barrett in ¢ Licur,’ the records of so-called ¢ Hallucinations’ by
the Psychical Society ; the various communications from spirits
who in earth life were poor or illiterate, and whose identity was
established only with difficulty ; and (however subjective these
may appear in some respects) by the Letters of Julia in ¢ Border-
land.’ Either human evidence 18 worthless and to be utterly
disregarded in a certain class of cases, or we must admit there
is overwhelming evidence for continued life ¢ on the other side.’

But the ditticulty suggested by ¢ Atchi-Hai’ occurred to me
as it has, of course, occurred to others, namely, the apparertly
subjective nature of the spiritual experiences of those who,
having passed over, are able to communicate with us. 1t is to
be noted that these spiritual experiences do not in the least
tally with the ordinary orthodox ideas of Heaven as a place
where unending hymns are to be sung in a night-gown and wings
before a Deity never tired of hearing His own praises. Only
what the Irish priest called the *climate’ could prevent most
people from preferring Sheol itself to so intolerable an existence.
But, though the orthodox ideas of Heaven are conspicuous by
their absence, yet the spirit which was a Christian in this life
is a Christian still. The student of comparative religion will
probably acknowledge that Zoroaster and Buddha were reliéious
teachers second to none ; but it is also probable that his inte]-
Ject will assent to an equality which his heart denies : for
Zoroaster and Buddha are not the teachers through whom his
religious instinct has been trained for its future functions,
though they have been the teachers by whom thousands of his
fellow-creatures have been led in their aspirations after the
Divine Reality.

If we reflect, we shall, I think, see it is inevitable that the
spirit, when it leaves earth life, should at first retain the larger
part of those ideas by which it had endeavoured to approach
God. How limited, how imperfect must be all human concep-
tion in comparison with the Divine Reality ; yet how ceaselessly
does the relizious instinct compel the mind of man to persevere
in endeavouring to apprehend that Reality ! Only in one direc-
tion may we safely feel that we do approach the Truth, namely,
when we picture the Deity to ourselves as Love and Goodness,
and in the great religious teachers of mankind recognise a re-
flection, more or less imperfect, of that Supreme Love. It has
been truly said that ¢ Man makes God in his own image,’ and
therefore the ideas of Deity must vary according to the ethical
standpoint of the believer, and not only the ideas as to Deity,
but the conception of the 10ys or sorrows of a future state.

Mr. Andrew Lang, in a delightful jen d’espiit, called the
¢ Wrong Paradise,” pictures the embarrassment of a Professor
of Arnbic at Oxford on waking to find himself in the Mahomedan
heaven in the presence of ten thousand houris ; he, poor man,
having dreaded the sight of a petticoat in his earthlife. Also
the painful experience of a missionary to the Red Indians at
finding himself in the happy hunting grounds, where he was
himself alternately hunted and scalped, to the immense satisfac-
tion of his former flock.

But in all sober seriousness, it is so absolutely impossible to
form the least idea of what would be the experiences of discar-
nate minds, brought up in another creed than ours, when they
first ¢ passed over,’ that it is fortunate to think that their guid-
ance is not in our hands, and depends not on our wisdom, but
that it rests with the *Father of lights, with whom is no
variableness, nor shadow of turning,’and whose Spirit will at
last guide us into all truth.

Till the discovery of Galileo as to the real relations of the
sun, moon, and earth was established as a scientific fact, the
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The discovery has been slow—here a little, there a little,
until we have patiently but confidently learnt a lesson of
absolute trust without the smallest surrender of our reason.

As yet, Spiritual philosophy has been contined to a very few
terms. We have gained some knowledge of a future life, with
its boundless activities and its eternal progress. We have
learned of the intimate connection which subsists between this
life and the spiritual spheres of action impinging upon it ; the
continued work, the wise guardianship, the loving ministry ; the
clond of witnesses has become intensely real and lit up as it were
by a sunset glory.

What by faith Christianity has previously taught us, Spirit-
ualism has confirmed by fact ; but, as yet, no teaching has gone
beyond that of the Master's ; no philosophy has gone beyond
His. But is all this a small advance 7 Ts it not a great deal to
have learned in an age of crass materialism? And who shall
say our teaching shall stop here ?

But the inquirer we are dealing with has got beyond all this:
and with him, in some respects, may be classed those who
regard Spiritualism as more than scientific, and as entering into
the realm of religion.

One enthusiastic friend has a new message to proclaim—or
thinks he has ; a new evangel to deliver.

Shall we heed, or shall we ignore him ? or how shall we guide
him? It must be by loving sympathy. By bringing him back
to interpret all his experiences by the light of reason. For that,
after all, in this world, is the ultimate appeal. The facts and
lessons of Spiritualismm may suggest—do suggest—a re-considera-
tion of some of our previous beliefs, but all spiritual workers who
command our confidence, whether by voice or writing (automatic
or direct) refer us to our reason, and make appeal to it to decide
the truth of their messages and their adaptability to the world
or age in which we live.

The utility of the gift of healing appeals to everyone, and
really refers us back again to the Master and His initial teach-
ings by means of that gift. But the utility of claiming authori-
tative spiritual teaching, as, for example, for the doctrine of
re-incarnation ; or of asserting that Paul or Mark is apain
walking this earth with a new message to deliver—is (uite
another matter.

To such claimants we would say, ¢ Deliver your message
modestly, and we will consider it ; and if such messengers
would upset whatsoever things are true, or lovely, or of good
report, we will take the old advice and try the spirits, and
think on these things.’

But the fact of a spirit claiming to teach (especially con-
sidering the present difficulties connected with mediumship)
should have no more weight than would the claims of a good man
in the flesh : the reason must be exercised, and will be the final
appeal in both cases.

The different views and teachings of spirits are frequently
referred to, and may well be urged as a bar to their authority,
and will accentuate the reference to our reason. Such diver-
gencies may present difticulties to early inquirers ; but they
will not to those who regard the spirit world as composed of
intelligences and various modes of thought similar to those
which obtain among us. They will, however, point unmistak-
ably to absence of anthoritative teaching.

It takes more than the few years during which Spiritualism
has been working among us to reverse the teachings of a life-
time. Spiritualists, by claiming too much for it in this direc-
tion, are likely to obscure the true light which it is crlculated
to throw upon our religious life ; nor do we belittle Spiritualism
by making our claims for its authority in philosophic teaching
more modest,

Mrs. Besant, from another platform, recently put these ideas
in a true light when she said : —

Not one great religion that had ever elevated the minds of
men and legr them to a knowledge of the spiritual life and
goasibilities of their nature, but had ever been founded on the
elief in a divine man.
Every great religion has been founded on this ideal, and
looked backward for its teacher to a man who was divine.

This divinity she refers to the Mahatmas, I refer it to Jesus
Christ ; and until His authority is eclipsed by another and
diviner person, we shall be wisc to ‘try the spirits’ and their
teachings by His standard. In all matters connected with the
movement it behoves us to move with caution, and we might
claim also the spirit of affection for the religion of our fathers.
Festina lente should be pre-eminently our motto in the realm of
the occult. The more haste to establish, or even to organise
just now, the less speed shall we truly make.

MogrEgLL THEOBALD.

LIGHT.

(July 27, 1895.

A PREMONITORY APPARITION.

One of the most remarkable examples of this kind of mani-
festation on record has apparently occurred in Russia, and as it
is a most definitely authenticated statement in the matter of
names and addresses, it looks like a case well worth the atten-
tion of any Society that may have at its disposal the means
necessary for carrying out an exhaustive investivation of the
circumstances, provided it desires to accumulate instances of
this particular quality. The communication is addressed to the
editor of * La Revue Spirite,’ from whose pages we translate the
essentials, but no explanation is given,in the course of the
story, of the seven months’ delay which intervened between the
date of the warning and that of its publication. The period
which elapsed was certainly not a long one, and there may be
many quite adequate causes to account for it, but such a case is
always pest examined while the facts are fresh in the minds of
the parties concerned. The communicant is Mr. Joseph de
Kronhelm, and the essential portions of his statement are as
follows ;: —

‘On November 10th, 1894, my engineer, Mr. Vincent
Idanowicz, went to order a fur cloak from the tailor, Izloma
Sierota, at Gajsin. While looking at the material, Sierota
showed him an almost new one, and induced him to purchase it
at the price of forty-five roubles, saying that he had bought 1t
from a person named Lassota. Mr. Idanowicz returned home
pleased with his bargain, and went to bed—he and his brother
occupy a room on Mr. Kronhelm's premises. After midnight,
Mr. Vincent was awakened by a gentleman diessed in black,
who did not alarm him in any way, but caused him considerable
surprise,as he was not acquainted with him, had never seen him
before, and knew, besides, that the room door was locked. To
the questions ‘* Who are you, sir, and what do you want?”’ the
apparition replied, 1 am called Wiszniscoski, and I come to
advise you to return, as quickly as possible, this fur which you
have just bought from Izlomna Sierota for forty-five roubles,
sceing that it did not helong to Mr. Lassota, but to an examining
magistrate at Gajsin, who has just died of phthisis. The fur is
infected by phthisic bacilli.” Thereupon the vision disappeared,
and Mr. Idanowicz got up in order to see where it had gone, as
the door was double-locked as usual. His brother then awoke,
and, having seen nothing, laughed at the affair as an illusion,
and next morning work was resumed without any reference to
the experience. On the following evening the two brothers
retired to bed, but, as they could not sleep, they talked over
matters, and chiefly about Mr. Vincent's fiancée and her family.
Suddenly they heard steps approaching their chamber, and the
door, which was double-locked, opened smartly. Greatly
astonished, they saw the gentleman in black enter, and hecard
him say, *‘ You are both awake. Well, this time, Mr. Vincent,
you will not say that my appearance yesterday was an hallucina-
tion. I come, therefore, to repeat to you : Go and ask Mr.
Kronhelm to allow you to go to Gajsin to-morrow, and return
the fur to Izloma Sicerota, who is deceiving you in saying that it
belonged tor Mr. Lassota. I repeat that it belonged to an
examining magistrate who died of phthisis at Gajsin. It is
infected with phthisic bacili. I was a Government official at
Lipowice (in the Kieff district), and died there in 1892, but as
my mission is to watch over you, I forewarn you of what will
happen if you do not follow my advice.” Saying this, the
apparition vanished.

At five o’clock the siume morning, Mr.Kronhelm wasawakened
by his valet, who stated that the two brothers urgently desired
to see him. They told him the story, and, as he is a Spirit-
ualist, he made up his mind to go with them at once to Gajsin.
They called on the Jew Sierota, whodenied theimpeachment flatly,
and maintained that what he had said regarding the purchase of
the cloak was strictly accurate. Mr. Kronhelm then called on the
presiding magistrate, who confirmed the statement that his pre-

decessor had died of phthisis; but he could not say where his
effects had gone. He, however, recommended his visitor to
consult a second-hand dealer named Boruch Founkonogi ; this
last informed Mr. Kronhelm that the cffects of the late
magistrate had been bought by himself—all except a fur cloak
which Izloma Sierota had purchased. The article was then
shown to this dealer, who at once identified it and said he could
swear to it at any time.’

The communicant concludes his report thus: ¢ Such is the
fact, dear Mons. Leymarie ; no one is obliged to believe me,
but I aftirm that it is exact and unsullied truth.’” The address
given 18 Mons. Joseph de Kronhelm, Creczelowka, District
Gajsin, Podolie, Russia.










