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elementary lessons in magnetism and electricity, or even on 
heat and light.

We have no wish to damp the ardour of those Spirit­
ualists who desire to turn Spiritualism into a Religion, and 
to organise and officer it; but we counsel prudence. The 
troubles begin when the creeds come in ; and the creeds 
are sure to come in, one way or another, when the Religion 
is established and the believers are strenuously organised. 
We note in a late number of ‘Lucifer ’ a very instructive 
remark as to this. It is as follows :—

At first some teaching is put forward that appeals to the 
mind of the multitude as true. It is truth to them, and they 
enshrine it in their hearts, and brood over it. And presently 
they build around and upon it, enclosing it in walls which hide 
it, until only the walls are viewed, and the purpose of their 
building is forgotten. Then they turn their attention to the 
building, and improve it and adorn it, and discuss its merits 
and its failings, for the doctrine which once brought light has 
become a dogma which can reflect back only that light which is 
thrown upon it. And, finally, the casket which was once a 
shrine becomes a tomb for the dead truth. Thus it is with all 
the doctrines, no matter how noble, no matter how true. They 
must die in time, if they once become part of a creed.

Many who desire to organise Spiritualists would 
vigorously resent any suggestion that they wanted a creed; 
in fact, they may think they want to knock all creeds on 
the head : but could they help themselves 1 Human nature 
is human nature everywhere, and there are inevitable con­
sequences which may neither be foreseen nor controllable. 
Oddly enough, the Theosophical Society, represented by 
‘ Lucifer,’ is a sharp illustration of what we mean. It is 
being shivered to atoms by personalities, constitutions, rules, 
formalities, officials, and doctrines—all the direct result of 
intense organisation. Theosophy has not set us an 
example; it has put up a warning.

A writer in ‘The Two Worlds,’ whose comments and 
criticisms are more vigorous than discriminating, asks 
which Christianity are we to accept, naming a baker’s 
dozen of well-known names—and among them Voysey! 
This is really too comical. The least informed critic ought 
to know that if Mr. Voysey hates one thing more than 
another it is anything specifically ‘ Christian.’ We cannot, 
perhaps, always be gracious, but it is our duty to be 
accurate, especially upon matters of common knowledge.

There is something of cant in the clerical declaiming 
against ‘filthy lucre’; for, in truth, few of those who 
declaim against it show any practical antipathy to it. And 
yet there is a solid verity in the idea which underlies it. 
Indeed, one of the miseries of our day is our bondage to 
money. It has become a ghastly infatuation. The rage for 
it could not be more intense if it were a supreme good in 
itself, whereas it is nothing by itself. On the contrary, it 
is a source of peril as well as a help to enjoyment. Its 
value is only in what it can procure: and it, as often as 
not, procures that which hurts. On the other hand, though 
poverty may in some respects hurt, it not seldom helps the 
personality. He was a wise philosopher who said :—

O beloved and gentle Poverty, pardon me for having wished 
to fly from thee as I would from want ; dwell with ine with thy 
sweet sisters Pity, Patience, Sobriety, Charity. Teach me to 
endure without complaining, to impart without grudging, to 
seek the end of life higher than in pleasure, further off than in 
power. Preserve me from the giddiness of head and hardness 
of heart that follow prosperity. Thou givest the body strength, 
thou makest the mind more firm, and, thanks to*  thee, this life, 
to which the rich cling as to a rock, becomes only a passage in 
which our boat is moored, and of which death can cut the cable, 
without awakening all our fears. Continue to sustain me, O thou

Christ hath vailed blessed !

THE VALUE OF SPIRIT MESSAGES.
‘ Ouh Duty with Regard to Acting upon Informa­

tion Given, Advice Offered, or Requests Made in 
Spirit Messages.’

A Paper Read by Mr. J. J. Morse, at the Conference of 
, . Spiritualists, Held in the Portman Rooms,

London, May 14th, 1895.

The wide variety of experiences, incidents, and facts enter­
ing into the make-up of what is generally described as 
Spiritualism requires careful handling, and a nice discrimina­
tion, if one is to enter upon the subject understanding^, and 
emerge from its investigation with fixed convictions and a final 
satisfaction. Out of our present somewhat conglomerate con­
dition there will eventually be formed a compact and systematic 
whole, comprising a science and a philosophy, which, jointly, 
shall remodel our religious, social, and ethical standards, in 
accord with the immutable laws of existence on the one 
side, and the ever-expanding necessities of our natures upon 
the other. Our phenomena will take up the subtler side of 
science, adding fields, hitherto undreamed of, to our already 
great conquests in the realms of nature. Our communion 
with the great world of arisen humanity will solve, where it does 
not entirely recast, old problems in life, sin, virtue, religion, and 
conduct ; while in the department of mediumship a region of 
discovery is suggested that may help to unfold more and more 
of the hidden nature of man, upon the lines, too, of nature, 
experience, and common-sense, rather than in the direction of 
the fanciful revivals of a mysticism born of Eastern musings in 
an age that has passed, by a race that lives to-day because of the 
sturdier thought which the Western mind has imparted to its 
life. But whether we be old and seasoned Spiritualists or 
neophytes newly come to the gates, the question of this paper 
comes home to us all as a personal and practical matter; a human 
interest belongs to it. There comes with it a more or less 
defined conception that the solidarity of human life and love and 
their associations are undestroyed by death, and that a human 
interest animates the people of the spirit world, holds them—for 
a time at least—in sympathy with us, and so softens the hard­
ship of separation, and dulls the keen edge of grief; preaching not 
only the immortality of the soul but the continuance after death 
of those graces that made it at once loving and lovable, human 
and divine. Eminently suggestive as is the topic, the opener 
feels all too acutely his inability to do it the justice it deserves. 
It is a momentous topic—the very keystone in fact of our claims 
concerning spirit communion as a means of help, guidance, and 
instruction for humanity.

Virtually, my topic involves the reliability and value of 
spirit messages.

I take it for granted that you are agreed with me that 
messages are received from the world of spirits: else is the 
corner-stone of our temple rejected. But, I also take it, that 
we are not all agreed that all messages said to come from the 
world of spirits do emanate therefrom. Consequently, one of 
the purposes of this paper might well be an attempt to 
differentiate those messages which are palpably spiritual from 
those which are, either clearly or obscurely, human in their 
origin. But the limits of my time do not permit me to deal 
with this aspect of the matter. As students, we expect dif- 
culties and uncertainties. We have not yet entirely passed the 
experimental in observation, or the tentative in opinion.

Another point that will arise is the methods by which 
messages are received from spirits, and the agencies employed 
therein ; while the characters of the communicants must needs 
be dealt with as well. For, in this last-named matter the 
questions of advice and information are largely concerned. In 
mapping out my purpose it will be necessary to place my par­
ticular points under definite beads, and group around each head 
when dealing with it, the various, but related, subdivisions. My 
heads, then, are :

First, the subject: Spirit messages.
Secondly, the source of such messages.
Thirdly, The methods by which messages are conveyed.
Fourthly, The nature of the messages, and 
Lastly, The value of the messages.
The foregoing five points represent the main elements of 

the problem before us. Let us take them in their order as 
Stated.
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For forty-seven years past, ih all civilised countries, people 
have asserted that the spirits of the dead have revisited this 
world—I am confining myself to the modern movement—and 
that these spirits were, in their mortal lives, of every degree of 
relationship and grade of friendship that exist among us, and 
bind us together in the social fabric. It is asserted that these 
visitants from the unseen have communicated with mortals in 
well nigh every living tongue, in innumerable dialects, in various 
‘ dead ’ languages ; that the subject matter of their communica­
tions has been infinitely various, and has embraced every topic 
dear to human life, thought, action, and affection ; that these 
messages have concerned descriptions of death and the after 
life, questions of history, philosophy, religion, and morals. The 
message may be but a whispered word, a date, name or fact, of 
startling significance to those so addressed ; or the message may 
expand into a set dissertation, or a lengthy discourse. But, 
whether a sentence, or an oration, these utterances from the 
world cf spirits are, by common consent, called spirit messages, 
of which voluminous records and books are extant throughout 
the world ; perhaps the two most notable being a bulky volume 
of communications obtained by Judge Edmonds and his friend, 
Professor Dexter, in New York, some forty-five or so years ago; 
and a volume entitled ‘Spirit Teachings,’ received by Mr. W. 
Stainton Moses ; while a third work may be named, ‘ Essays 
from the Unseen,*  obtained by Judge A. T. T. Peterson, 
these works, among the best of their class, being descriptive, 
biographical, and illustrative of life in the beyond, as lived and 
described by those therein. But to most of us the message 
personal to us and ours, is, after all, the message of messages ! 
It is in this sense, too, that mainly the term spirit message is 
usually restricted.

The question as to the source of these messages is a serious 
matter. Of course, some will be inclined, a little impatiently, 
to say, ‘ Why, the source is clear enough ; they come from 
spirits in the spirit-world ! * Granted ; but let me ask, From 
what conditions of the spirit world ? And also from what class 
or classes of spirits ? Again, do all spirit messages come from 
departed spirits ? Has the embodied spirit no power to act or 
to direct the use of his latent energies during life here ? 
Without accepting the expedient of supposing that society in 
the next world is divided into two arbitrary departments—the 
good and the bad—as the only means of separating what some 
people are prone to call the wheat from the chaff, there never­
theless must exist there, as here, people of various grades of 
moral and spiritual development. And, as to a considerable 
extent, the sending to us of a message from the spirit side is but 
a question of knowing howtocontrol the means of communication, 
it is not improbable that in certain cases mischievous spirits, like 
their kind here, may occasionally play tricks upon us. Confused, 
confusing, irrelevant, and irreverent messages are received— 
no sensible Spiritualist asserts otherwise—and surely it is no 
injustice to suggest that the source of such messages may be 
an undeveloped personality to whom our clearer perceptions of 
responsibility do not yet appeal. But I assert that the proportion 
of malicious and mendacious messages received from the spirit 
side are a mere fraction compared with the communications of a 
similar character we each of us receive every year of our lives in 
the way of business, social intercourse, and the kind remarks of 
one’s ‘ good-natured friends ’ in general, in this world ! The 
great bulk of our messages are intelligent, consolatory, convinc­
ing, coming from persons at least as averagely good and sane as 
ordinary, mankind, and more frequently than not breathing a 
kindlier sentiment than pertains to us or our world. I unhesi­
tatingly assert that messages do come to us from the spirit 
world, from those whom we have mourned as dead ; and bearing 
in mind the great truth here involved, I am willing to risk a 
little darkness for the sake of the great and greatly compensat­
ing light.

Nevertheless, in insisting upon spirit messages from the 
spirit world we must not forget the fact that Thought-Trans­
ference, Telepathy, and our sympathies and antipathies are 
factors to be reckoned with ; while the dominant idea of a 
positive mentality may exert an influence which shall produce 
a result that we, in our haste, anxiety, or ignorance, may easily 
mistake. But even in such cases it is the exercise of our own 
latent spiritual powers which produces the result, giving us a 
spirit ‘ message * from an embodied, instead of a disembodied, 
spirit.

We npw come to ‘ the methods by which messages are 
conveyed,’ and, consequently, to the consideration, in some 

small degree, of the great question of mediumship. The fact 
that spirits are in a condition different from this necessitates 
that they should find some means of coming into connection 
actively with us—for the time of their communication, at least. 
The way by which this relation is established is through the 
instrumentality of certain persons called Mediums. Some of us 
like to call them Psychics, but I am old-fashioned enough to 
prefer the good old word ‘medium,’ a word under which we have 
won our sternly-contested fight. A medium is a peculiar crea­
ture. He is exceedingly sensitive -which, in the vulgar tongue 
means, so he is told, that he is faddy, foolish, irritable, and 
excitable ! He may be all this, yet be no worse than many a 
poet, musician, artist, or philosopher But the peculiar virtue 
about a medium is that he is sensitive to those finer forces 
which the spirits know how to use upon his organisation, that 
they may deliver messages through it by clairaudience, clair­
voyance, control, impression, or such other methods of express­
ing themselves as may be possible and profitable at the time 
when they are operating. When, however, the message is 
given outside the personality of the medium, there is an clement 
thrown off by the medium—psychic, etherial, or what not — 
that is used by the spirits to produce objective results, such as 
audible voices, direct writings upon books, slates, or papers ; 
rappings to signal out sentences ; automatic writing, either by 
the hand or by planchette, ouija, or other article. But what­
ever the methods used, the ‘ message ’ is the ultimate purpose 
always held in view by thq operator, as it must be by us.

* The next consideration involves the nature of the messages, 
and in this regard one needs to carefully consider the ques­
tion now raised. There is a strong tendency to seek advice 
and obtain information from spirits, upon almost all 
topics. I have heard spirits consulted as to bonnets, 
pug dogs, and sweethearts ; while business matters of 
all sorts, law-suits, legacies and successions, patents and in­
ventions, are quite common topics upon which information and 
advice are solicited. I suppose, after all, it is a matter of taste, 
as the elderly dame remarked after bestowing her osculatory 
salutation upon her bovine companion, and if certain folks can 
only understand Spiritualism as a species of gigantic Mrs. Beeton’s 
‘ Inquire Within,’ it is very little use grumbling about it. My 
way is not, perhaps, your way, nor is your way, perhaps, my 
way, but why quarrel because we differ I If I was sick unto 
death, and fancied a spirit-friend could do better for me than 
Dr. Bolus, I should not hesitate to seek advice and information 
from a spirit, providing I was reasonably certain my adviser and 
informant was capable and reliable. Or, again, suppose by long 
acquaintance with a spirit I was satisfied of his sincerity, ability, 
and experience—that his information, advice or request was 
good—I should then consider it my duty to act upon it, 
either in all, or in part, as my own judgment would decide ; 
but I should no more think of acting upon the advice of an 
utterly unknown spirit, whose competency or knowledge I had 
no means of gauging, than I should of a like person in the flesh. 
I am not affected with sentimental reverence for a man simply 
because he has ‘died,’ nor should I accord his judgment an 
honour, not its due in this world, just because he had removed 
to another world. But I certainly do hold that if a relative or 
friend in the spirit-world can advise or inform me—as I have 
over and over again been advised and informed—on matters of 
material importance, I am fully justified in acting on such 
advice, information, or request, if I am satisfied that my relative 
or friend is really the source of the message. In so electing, 
however, I lay down no rule for others, unless they see with me. 
I also leave it an open question as to whether spirits should be 
habitually and persistently consulted on the petty concerns or 
daily business and trade of life.

I now come to the crux of this question—the advice, in­
formation, or request, that is spontaneously presented in our 
spirit messages. One important point here is that, without 
doubt, we all see things according to our usual and accustomed 
conditions. When we shall have ‘crossed the bar,’ we, in our 
new conditions, may then see old things in new lights. Un­
doubtedly my belief is that such is the case with our friends 
in spirit-life ; hence at times the—to us—awkward requests that 
are preferred, as well as the embarrassing nature of some of the 
information imparted to us. Then, also, it must be admitted 
that in many, if not in most cases, the change of worlds is a 
benefit to the party passing on. Sight becomes clearer, mind is 
more active, perceptions are keener, and as, in a word, the 
de¡>arted so affected can see farther than we can, their advice
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—strange, inexpedient, even unsound, as it may sometimes 
appear—will, after all, be right, just, and safe. The risk of 
taking such advice, if one may put it so, must rest entirely with 
the parties concerned. We cannot set the hall mark of 
infallibility upon either spirits or their messages. But the 
promiscuous medium hunting for the purpose of consulting 
any spirit that, jack-in-the-box-like, may turn up and volunteer 
advice or information, or make requests on any subject sprung 
upon him there and then, is derogatory to mortals and spirits 
alike, and is a sad misuse of mediumship—at least, that is, if you 
agree with me in thinking that spirit-communion, mediumship, 
and Spiritualism are somewhat higher than a drawing-room 
craze or the fad of an hour, that may become the curse of an 
age if not safeguarded by all of us who look at it as a solemn 
question demanding our highest thought.

As concerns the value of spirit messages, it is difficult to set 
it out in cold phrases, or express it as a commercial or mathe­
matical quantity, so tender and holy are many of the messages, 
so full of a subtle aroma ; beautiful, in truth, to those for whom 
they are intended. Many of the most intrinsically valuable, and 
evidentially important, of these messages are rarely heard of 
beyond the privacy of domestic life ; so it is in the quietude of 
home where the best results, in the form of spirit messages, 
have been obtained. How many homes have been brightened, 
hearts made glad, souls illumined, we may never know. Per­
sonally, some of my own richest seasons of refreshing have 
been in my own home, where the sacred tires burn brightly 
upon the altar of domestic life There is, however, a value*  in 
these spirit messages that must not be overlooked, a value that 
marks them apart from all other things of our daily, and, for 
many, our all too dull existence. Thi* ’ is found in the evidence 
they give us that immortality is neither the pious fraud of a 
creed nor the impossible hope of the emotions, but a solid, 
actual, veritable reality ; a fact in our midst, a fact of the most 
transcendent importance to us all in every rank in life ; the 
confirmation of a religious hope, the answer of many a half­
doubting prayer, the suggestion of a higher science, the intima­
tion of a nobler, larger, purer life for us all. And especially, 
for we must not lose sight of the human interest of the question, 
it is the argument—may I say evidence ?—for the continuance 
of consciousness, intellect, and affection beyond the lines of our 
present lives ; a personal, intelligent, and, let me add, pro­
gressive future for all the race. Plainly the case for the reality 
of messages from the world of spirits is made out, and my brief 
analysis of the several points assumed as the bases of my con­
tention maintains the conclusions so far expressed.

What, then, is our duty in regard, not merely to the points 
enumerated in the title of this paper, but to t he general question 
of spirit messages and those who bring them to us ? First, I 
should certainly say, ‘ Beloved, try the spirits, ’ not in the 
dictatorial or inquisitorial fashion which the new inquirer or the 
sceptic usually affects, but in the sense of arriving at a sound 
assurance that the spirits are actually present, that they under­
stand what they are doing, and that they have an instrument 
through whom they can, with reasonable facility and clearness, 
express their desires, aims, or purposes. What patience in our 
present state of knowledge is needed to obtain the certainty 
referred to, those only can tell who have pursued the course 
suggested ; but, when the goal has been gained, the reward 
amply repays for the toil endured. Just here the precise nature 
of spirit messages may call for our attention for a moment or 
so. Experience ranges them as referring either to busmess, 
conduct, health, or the state of departed friends, the nature of 
spirit-life, and interpretations of religious, ethical, scientific, 
and philosophic questions ; with, of course, in one’s earlier 
experiences, a preponderance of matters concerning the departed, 
which matters are presented as evidence—or ‘ tests ’—of spirit 
return. I am satisfied that many of our returning friends can 
teach us much of their own experiences of death and life in 
the world to come ; can comfort us with evidences of their 
continued life, advise us soundly on matters of secular concern, 
personal duty and health. Therefore—always remembering the 
need of using one’s own reason—I venture to assert that our 
duty is to listen respectfully, judge carefully, and act only 
upon conviction, in regard to any matter communicated to us. 
On the other hand, when a valued friend, or loved relative, who 
has been a shrewd merchant or trader, but who was signalised 
for no special gifts in this life, returns to earth and presumes to 
handle problems that appal the most thoughful, makes asser­
tions that are contradicted by ordinary experience or common 

knowledge, it may be my duty to listen courteously, but 
surely, though I accept the source of the message to be my 
departed friend, I am not obliged to say * amen ’ to nonsense, 
even if it comes from the other side. If all a spirit chooses to 
say is to be accepted as ex cathedra, we should only be exchang­
ing one form of mental slavery for another. Besides, my friend 
has been in the spirit-world, say, a year or so. He was densely 
ignorant of all spiritual truths while on earth—that is, as we 
Spiritualists know them. He was emotionally pious, theologi­
cally narrow, ignorant of science and philosophy ; how, then, 
unless a miracle has been worked, is it that he has plumbed the 
deeps and scaled the heights ? Personally he is an excellent 
fellow, and, within his limits, safe and reliable in information or 
advice. But to ask or expect one’s lately departed washer­
woman to discuss the differential calculus would be as stupid 
upon our part as, if she attempted it, it would be foolish upon 
her part. Therefore our duty here is, plainly, to exercise our 
reason, keep a level head, and ‘ prove all things,’ that we ‘may 
hold fast that which is good.’

To me all that pertains to Spiritualism is of a most serious 
nature, important above all things. It is my life’s work, and 
has become the ruling influence of my life and home. Yet,always, 
I have essayed to steer a middle course, letting opinion wait 
upon experience, and striving to let reason always guide. In this 
paper I have avoided the introduction of illustrative cases, either 
in the experience of others or myself, preferring to state my case 
upon its merits, leaving to others the making of the criticisms 
which I hope my little effort may call forth. In my mind there 
is no doubt that it is the desire of every intelligent, wise, and 
loving spirit, that we should see it our plain duty to exercise 
our reason at all times, not that we may condemn, or ‘damn 
with faint praise,’ but that we may learn to trust our unseen 
counsellors, as a result of the confidence that arises from 
experience. If we expect less from the other side, use proper 
care and wisely apply all the spirits tell or teach us, our messages 
from the unseen will gain in force, utility, and power.

The weightiest words that I can use in closing are these : 
Let us study more closely the nature of mediumship and the 
laws governing its development and operation. Let us study 
also the construction of our spiritual circles. Knowledge is 
power. There can be no reason why our knowledge of things 
spiritual should not be as certain as that which we possess of 
things material. We have a truth to establish, and defend. We 
can best succeed by loyally following that truth wherever it 
leads, no matter what idols are shattered or altars overturned. 
If I am advised to do that which is unjust or wrong, if in­
formation is given me which is palpably false or grossly absurd, 
if advice is tendered me quite unsuited to the case—whether it 
come from spirit or mortal is no matter—would it not be my 
plain duty to reject it 1 On the other hand, if the information, 
advice, or request is on the lines of right, reason, and common­
sense, would it not be my duty to accept it ? I have but one 
answer to both questions—Yes. If you agree with me, our 
opinions of our duty in the case will be identical. And such an 
agreement will be in accord, I venture, with the best thought 
to-day, of the true and good in this world and in the other.

• LOS ESPIRITUS.’

The second and concluding volume of this work by Dr. Otero 
Acevedo has just been issued. It should prove of even greater 
value to his countrymen than the previous one, as it forms a 
concise and accurate record of the larger strides which Spiritualism 
has taken during the progress of the ninteenth century. The 
experiments and observations made in America and England in 
the course of the last forty years naturally come in for a con­
siderable share of attention. Indeed, the Sisters Fox, Messrs. 
Home, Slade, Eglinton, and Miss Florence Cook supply the bulk 
of the phenomena dealt with ; but the volume brings the sub­
ject quite up to date with an interesting personal narrative of 
researches made by the author, with the assistance of the now 
widely known Eusapia Paladino. The book is well and fully 
illustrated with portraits and diagrams, and is published at the 
office of • La Irradiación,’ 6, Calle de Hita, Madrid.

Conference Number of ‘Light.’—We have a few copies 
left of the issue of ‘ Light,’ containing a report of the pro­
ceedings at the Conference ; 2^d. per copy, or 2s. 4^d. per 
dozen, post free. An excellent number for distribution amongst 
inquirers.




