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moment who remember perfectly well being ¢ Mary, Queen
of Scots’? The other circumstance suggestive of re-incar-
nation—the appearance of infant prodigies--appeals very
feebly to Spiritualists, who know the reality and the power
of ¢spirit control.’

Mr. Kingsland, however, rises to the occasion, for he
brings the re-incarnation of men under a larger generalisa-
tion :—

Re-incarnation being a universal principle, the doctrine of re-
birth as applied to man is once more not an arbitrary teaching, but
the application of a truth, which is true because of its universality.

Re-incarnation, or rather re-embodiment, being an in-
cident of cyclic change, and cyclic change being universal,
man takes his place in the minor premiss of a syllogysm,
the major premiss of which is that ¢all things re-incarnate’;
man being, logically speaking, ‘a thing,’ the fact of his
re-incarnation follows as a necessary conclusion, without
the need of puzzling ourselves over ‘infant prodigies’ or
archaic memories ; ‘proof,’ in fact, becomes unnecessary !

The object of earth-life, or lives, being to attain seif-
consciousness, the divine spark which has ¢fallen into
matter’ begins its career in this world in a very verdant
condition, and learns ‘to distinguish good from evil’ by
the same process through which a child finds out that fire
burns and sugar is sweet—by experience. As life is short
and knowledge infinite, the necessity for a large number of
earth-lives is held to be obvious. The Ego takes the fruit
of this experience with it when it leaves the body, making
a kind of accumulation for future consumption, a ¢treasure
in Heaven’ with which to purchase ultimate liberation:—

At death, all that is spiritied in our character becomes in-
drawn, so to speak, by the overshowing Ego. All that belongs
to the four lower principles is dissolved and disintegrated. or
awaits us as Karma for our next re-birth, while the personal con-
ciousness realises in full all its spiritual aspirations in a state
of bliss or ¢ Heaven ’ . . Each one goes to his appointed
place, or rather state. The judgment book is opened ; the
imperishable record of every thought and deed, traced by the
great law of cause and effect, will assign to each his appropriate
reward, and in re-birth his appropriate penalty.

The Theosophical doctrine of punishment for sin is thus
seen to be rather curious ; that doctrine is, that the punish-
ment must take place in this world, during a subsequent
incarnation, because ‘the physical generates the physical.’
The wicked man is not tormented when he leaves the
earth ; he is merely deprived of some of the joys of
‘ Devachan,’” the Land of the Gods, where good Theosophists
go. A man’s Karma, in some mysterious way, waits for
him here below, and pounces on him when he alights again
on earth. Justice is thereby satisfied, Theosophists think,
for the new-born babe is far from being so innocent as it
looks ; because not only have we determined the nature of
our present life-history by our merits and demerits in our
past lives, but we are actually our own creators, so far as
any particular earth-life is concerned : —

The thoughts and desires of the present personality build up
thecharacter of the personality that will be in a future incarnation.

(To be continued.)

PeorLE's LeacuE, HiGH-sTREET, PECKHAM.—After the ser-
vice on Sunday evening last, which was conducted by the Rev.
Samnuel Barnes, the Rev. F. Morgan-Payler, M.A., the treasurer
of the league, announced that on account of the continued
illness of their invaluable president, Mr. R. J. Lees, it was
found necessary to discontinue both the Sunday evening services
and the work of the league. He was very sorry to say he could

ive no hope of any early resumption of the work, as Mr. Lees
had completely broken down in health, and his medical adviser
had ordered his immediate return to the sea and strictly for-
bidden any further attempts to resume work until fully re-
covered, which, under the most favourable circuinstances,
could not be for many months. He regretted to have to make
this announcement, as he fully believed that the league had
entered upon a useful career, and he expressed a hope that the
work begun by Mr. Lees might in some way, but under other
management, be carried on.
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SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY DISCUSSED BY
PHOTOGRAPHERS.

The weekly meetings of the London and Provincial Photo-
graphic Association are marked by a display of vivacity and good
fellowship calculated to foster the idea that a close acquaintance
with the camera promotes cheerful views of existence. It was
at a recent meeting of the Association, pervaded by these genial
influences, that the subject of spirit photographs came up for
discussion, and was treated in a generally fair and good humoured
way, even by the most pronounced sceptics present. The meet-
ing under notice was held at Champion's Hotel, Aldersgate-
street, on Thursday, the 20th inst., and the discussion was
opened by Mr. P. E. EvererT, the hon. sec., in an able if hostile
paper on the subject. Mr. T. E. Freshwater occupied the
chair.

MRg. EvErReTT's paper was sufticiently broad and general in
its contentions to need only a condensed notice here. He com-
menced by referring to the remarkable paper on spirit photo-
graphs read before the Association by their respected president,
Mr. Traill Taylor, on March 9th, 1893, and to the inferences
drawn by that gentleman from his experiments—first, that the
abnormal figures obtained were not impressed on the platos
simultaneously with the photographs of the sitters ; second,
that the abnormal figures were not produced by the lens.
Apparently (said Mr. Everett) these inferences were drawn from
the fact that the so-called spirits did not agree with the sitters in
lighting, that they were not stereoscopic, but flat when viewed in
the stereoscope, and that in one instance—a stereoscopic negative
—the abnormal figure was rather higher in one picture than the
other, while the portraits of the sitters were correctly placed.
Mr. Everett, it seemed, had no technical objection to the spirit
photographs he was criticising. His opposition to the theory of
their super-mundane origin arose from his conviction that all
abnormal developments in connection with the photographic
process were susceptible of a natural explanation. In his view,
accident or chicanery accounted for them all. In the light of
the every-day experience of practical photographers, they were
justified in regarding the spirit photographs exhibited by Mr.
Traill Taylor with more than ordinary suspicion, without in any
way impugning his good faith.

Alluding to the theory that photographs of spirits in the
dark are obtained by the action of the actinic rays, Mr. Everett
said that, if Mr. Taylor’s spirit photographs were not produced
by the lens, of what value was this explanation? As to the
assertion that pictures of persons not known to a photographer
were sometimes impressed by abnormal means on his plate,
what proof was there of the photographer’s bona fides! He
might be a charlatan earning his living by this form of fraud.
The Spiritualistic position seemed to be this: Here is an
abnormal photograph, the origin of which the ordinary
photographer cannot explain by anything in his experience ;
therefore it is a spirit photograph. If a figure draped in white
appeared on a plate, it was a proof that such a figure was pre-
gent at some time during the photographic process. Some of
the peculiar effects apparent in some of these portraits might be
explained by the existence of a carefully-prepared background.
If the medium was associated with the fraud he could give a
pretty accurate description of the figure that would appear. So
much for the alleged clairvoyant test. Mr. Everett complained
that he had made many attempts to witness the production of
the alleged photographic phenomena, but without success. One
gentleman to whom he had mentioned his want said, in reply, ‘1
am not surprised at your want of success. Spiritualists require that
you should approach the subject in a receptive state of mind.’ If
this were the case, their expressions of willingness to submit to
test conditions seemed to him to be mere empty parade. The
hypothesis of the Spiritualists concerning so-called ghost-photo-
graphs was based on a gigantic assumption. He thought that
David Hume's famous argument against miracles applied with
equal force to the subject of spirit photographs. Supposing
Spiritualists to be right in their claims that the results they
obtained were not at present explicable by science, yet they
must be careful not to go beyond the simple assertion that
these phenomena have happened. Photographers, however,
knew from experience that plates did not become impressed
with a figure without an objective cause. If they found
two images on their plates where only one should appear, they
attributed it to double exposure or some other exceptional (but
always natural) cause. Nevertheless if the experiments of the
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president (Mr. Traill Taylor) were trustworthy he had rendered
photography an important service, for he had demonstrated
that these figures were not formed by the lens. The theory of
spirit action, however, was quite untenable until the Spiritualists
had proved the connection between spirit-beings and the ab-
normal results obtained on the photographic plate.

An animated discussion followed. A member inquired whether
Mr. Everett had ever obtained a spirit photograph. He replied
no, and in response to a question whether he had ever tried todo
so, he likewise replied in the negative, explaining that he was
not able to secure the services of 4 medium.

Mkr. A. L. HENpDERsON spoke at considerable length detailing
some of his experiences in connection with spirit photography,
from which it appeared that his attitude was one of suspended
judgment. The phenomena he had witnessed in other depart-
ments of occult investigation caused him to think there might
be a good deal of truth in spirit photography, but he had not
yet gained conviction. He gave an interesting account of some
séances he had held with Duguid, the medium, when spirit
paintings had been produced. His reserved attitude with regard
to spirit photography was partly due to the fact that he had
discovered a method of producing bogus *spirit photographs.’
He had performed this feat many times under close surveillance,
and in a manner that detied detection ; and he produced a paper
containing an account of an experiment conducted by himself
when, although olosely watched through the whole process, he
had succeeded in taking a portrait of a person, and simul-
taneously producing on the same plate a spectral female form.
The narrative was received with profound interest ; but Mr.
Henderson was quite obdurate in his resolve to keep the modis
operandi a profound secret. It might, he playfully protested,
lead to a large increase of photographs of *spirits’ and open the
door to unlimited fraud. The episode gave rise to considerable
badinage amongst the menibers, one of whom, with some justice,
sugygested that by disclosing his method Mr. Henderson would
also be furnishing a means for the detection of fraud. Mr.
Henderson, however, was not to be shaken in his determination.

A member called attention to the case of a victure in ‘Hafed’
heing a copy of a plate in Cassell’'s Family Bible, an instance
which will be familiar to many of our readers. Another member
stated his belief that one of the portraits in ‘ The Veil Lifted ’
was simply a picture of the bust of Clytie.

A visitor alluded to the progress of photography, as evi-
denced in the possibility of photographing stars invisible to the
human eye even when aided by the telescope. He thought
there might be some parallel between this fact and the alleged
possibility of obtaining portraits of invisible beings.

This suggestion, however, was met by the reply that the
portrait of a star invisible to the human eye was obtained by a
long and continuous exposure of the plate, which by a gradual
absorption of the light rays at length revealed a distinct image
of the invisible star. There was no suggestion of this kind
about the process of photographing a so-called spirit.

A lady visitor gave some of her experiences of Spiritualistic
phenomena, interesting enough, but not exactly germane to the
subject at issue.

A member inquired whether any spirit photograph repre-
senting an inanimate object had been obtained, and was met
with the reply from another member that a photograph of a
town was taken some time ago by an Awmerican photographer
who represented that it was a spirit picture projected in some
way on the clouds or atmousphere and reproduced by his camera.
Careful investigation on the part of the speaker had led to the
discovery that the photograph was merely a copy of an existing
photograph of an English town—Bristol —taken by a local
photographer.

A suggestion was thrown out during the discussion that an
effort should be made to secure a test séance, say, with Mr.
David Duguid, the medium, at which some of the members of
the assoaciation should be present, and the idea was very cordially
received.

MRg. EVERETT, in some concluding remarks, said he had not
much to reply to. One or two of the speakers, he thought, had
somewhat misconceived the attitude of the Spiritualists. It did
not follow that because a photograph represented an inanimate
object it could not be claimed as a spirit photograph. Spirit-
uabists stated that spirits could make use of the emanations of
living bodies, and thus form visible and tangible forms, and it
was in this way they communicated with human beings. It
appeared from this that a spirit could link itself with the bust of
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Clytie, and so cause a representation of the bust to appear on
the photographic plate. Thut was their theory. There
remained the fact that these photographs were frequently
photographs of things we knew and felt and saw, and
could appreciate through our senses. Consequently they must
have an objective existence in order to be impressed on the
plate. It remained for the Spiritualist to prove the link be-
tween the object photographed and the spirit. It was of no
avail for the Spiritualist to say that such portraits were the
work of spirits simply because they could not be accounted for
on any other hypothesis. Many of them had been proved to be
the results of the grossest imposture. Until some connection
could be shown to exist between spirits and so-called spirit
photographs he felt justitied in remaining sceptical.

A vote of thanks to the reader of the paper terminated the
proceedings.

A FRENCH ACADEMICIAN ON ‘CLAIRVOYANCE’

Two or three years ago, Mons. Paul Bourget, the new
member who has just taken the chair vacant in this dis-
tinguished and exclusive body of forty French immortals,
published a book, called ¢ Outre-Mer,” in which he gave an
account of a visit he paid to an American clairvoyant.
This naturally attracted great attention, and among the
correspondence brought forth by the occasion were two
letters from himself, confirming the account printed in his
book. The ‘Annales des Sciences Psychiques,” in repro-
ducing these letters, prefaces them by an extract from
¢ Outre-Mer,” of which we give the substance :—

One of the most noted professors of Cambridge (U.S.), who
wished to make himself acquainted with this taste for the super-
natural among his compatriots, said to me : —

‘There are here what you could not suspect—what I
formerly had no suspicion of-—innumerable intelligences to
whom science 18 as contemptible as they are contemptible to
science, and who believe in direct and personal communication
with the unknown world. Science has for its principle, that
unique truth exists independent of the individual, susceptible of
being communicated to no matter whom. These people, on the
contrary, are persuaded that there is a constant revelation by a
mysterious Providence, proportioned to each one’s merits and
needs. Brought up as I had been in orthodoxy, when I came
to know them I believed them to be mad.’

“*And now ?’ 1 asked.

‘ Now,’ he said, ‘I think, with Hamlet, that there are many
more things in the world than are known to our philosophy.’

Mons. Bourget then gives his description of the visits
to Mrs. P., near Boston. It is rather long for quotation,
hut, after the book saw the light, he wrote the two letters
referred to in answer to some queries from a well-known
occult researcher. Before touching these, one brief sentence
may be cited from the account printed in the book :—

Why should I not avow that, in the course of séances given
to us by Mrs. P. on that day and on another occasion, it is im-
possible not to admit that certain phenomena of divination
remain, which are, in fact, from a strictly natural point of view,
absolutely inexplicable ?

In one of the letters (addressed, we presume, to Mons.
Richet) he says:—

As the two séances were long . . . with zigzag inter-
mittences in the chain of ideas, I only noted the salient facts.
Having in her hands a small travelling clock, Mrs. P. was able
to tell me to whom it had formerly belonged, what his profession
was, and the manner of his death. She was not able to give
me the precise place of his demise, but said it was ¢in a foreign
country,” which was quite correct. She also described with
remarkable exactitude the apartment which I then occupied in
the Rue de Monsieur, Paris. She told me on what floor it was,
and mentioned an inside staircase which led to my workroom.
In that room she saw, and described as on the wall, an object
which appeared to astonish her, and she described it without
being able to name it. It was a piece of an Egyptian coftin
which a friend brought me from Cairo, and which was nailed
over the door. She alsu saw a portrait on the mantelpiece
which she took for that of a young man. It was a photograph




























