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mention one or two. One night there came to us a
splendid pine-apple, not cut, but freshly broken off, with
the juice oozing out at the severed stem. This had come
from America, where our friend the medium, a few minutes
before, had gone into his hothouse and gathered the fruit
on purpose to send it to us. I don’t think such a fine pine
could have been got in this town, even in the season ; and
just then it would have cost a long price. Having lived in
a country where these things grow, I knew that it takes a
very few hours for the tops to wither, and the leaves of
this were perfectly fresh and erect, though by the morning
they were withered and drooping. On another night P.,
the leader of our circle, said to me, “ You are a believer in
matter passing through matter, are you not?” “I know
it.” ‘“Well, you don’t mind another proof, do you? Grasp
the medium’s hand.” I did so; felt something touching
me ever so lightly, and found our clasped hands had passed
through the back of a chair that had been noiselessly
brought up to the table. “Now,” said P., “I will give
you another proof. Take her hand again.” I obeyed, the
light was turned down and up again, and on my wrist was
this curtain ring. Try all I would, I could not get it off.
See for yourself; it will not pass over the hand. There
was & good deal of fun and chaff over my new bracelet and
the comment it would excite at my club and elsewhere as I
went about ; butin the end it was, without my being con-
scious of the fact, removed in the same way as it was put
on. Yet another case. On one occasion the medium came
to the circle in a heavy, close-fitting, velvet dress, and the
controlling spirit objected on the ground that it hindered
his work. Saying he would soon dispose of it, he bade me
take both her vrrists firmly in my hands, which I did, and
the light was turned out. After some rustling, but no per-
ceptible movement of the wrists, the spirit spoke freely,
and said, “ Now, that is all right.” “What is it1” I
asked, and the reply was, “ I have just taken oft' the velvet
dress and put on her tea gown.” Wae lighted up,and there
lay the velvet dress over the back of a chair, and the
medium was wearing a loose-fitting gown which had, I was
told, been brought from a bedroom upstairs.’ .

‘ Well, General, you have regaled me on wonders and
to spare. How will it end 1’

‘I don’t know, but as I have told you, we are promised
much greater things to come.’

“ With such uncontrovertible pieces of evidence in your
hands you might boldly tackle your scientific brethren on
the subject.’ '

‘Why should I What benefit would it be to me if
the whole of the Fellows of the Royal Society became
believers in the facts of Spiritualism? It might, in some
few instances, be a benefit and a comfort to them but in
others it would produce discomfort, as it would prove
there was in existence in Nature something with which
they were not in the least acquainted. Some thirty-five
years ago, when I had proved the fact of the possibility,
under certain laws, of spirit-intercourse, I was anxious
to proselytise, but I soon found that prejudice, preconceived
theories or opinions, religious dogma, and an inability to
comprehend the value of facts, rendered my endeavours
futile, except in a few instances. Why should I go about
blowing a trumpet, and shouting that which I know and
have proved ? I should probably be pelted and abused by
the ignorant and self-sufficient, and should do more harm
than good. During the few remaining years of my earth-
life, it is my object to obtain retirement and repose, to
learn more and more the laws which govern the next state
of existence, and to give as much information as I can to
those who are willing to receive. I have no wish to en-
deavour to enlighten those who are firmly convinced that
they know everything.’

(To be continned. )
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THE *USES’ OF SPIRITUALISM.

No doubt there are people whose interest in the ‘ unseen’ is
not lively enough to help them beyond a notion that the pheno-
menal facts of Spiritualism have only confusing or ¢unsettling’
tendencies. They are constantly asking, ¢ What is the use of
them all? What do they accomplish? What do they teach ?’
And, although these demands are regularly satisfied in very
direct and explicit fashion by the citation of what, in every
other connection, would be considered overwhelming personal
testimony to utility, achievement, and teaching, the answers,
seemingly, either fall on listless ears, or the inquirers un-
consciously imitate the somewhat shifty example of Pilate. On
the other hand there is the steadily growing army of those who
have the courage of their convictions, and who confess that
Spiritualism, through its solemn, phenomenal revelations, has
been to them the one refuge from all the world’s more or less
submerged philosophies and creeds. We are reminded of this
through reading a series of extremely interesting articles which
have appeared in a new French periodical, published at 20,
Avenue Trudaine, Paris, entitled ‘La Revue Immortaliste,’
whose pages are devoted to the study of the question of man’s
immortality. The articles referred to are by Mons. Armand
Charpentier, the well-known novelist, and have for subject the
last days of his father, a distinguished retired officer of the
French army, who died last year. He was evidently a man of
great constitutional tenderness, yet of unsullied justice, and he
exercised a most happy influence on all under his command. He
seems to have been one of those rare specimens of the race who
consider that the most recalcitrant human soul is really worth
saving from further deterioration, and who actively strive to
embody their principles in the daily work of their lives. An
excellent illustration of results is given by his son in the
following reminiscence :—

‘T was about eleven years old, at school, and we were one
day having our usual promenade in the vicinity, when I was
suddenly tapped on the shoulder, and, looking round, recognised
an old soldier of my father's. He had become a civilian, but
had formerly been one of the worst and most undisciplined men
in the ranks. He was now apparently comfortably situated,
with a cigarette in his mouth and a gun slung over his shoulder.
“‘Really, my boy,I am delighted to see you again, for, you know,
your father was a first-class sort. Ah, you might tell him that I
shall never forget him. He punished me often, but I never
robbed him, and then he was, at least, just and not malicious.
When he chucked me into prison, he couldn’t help it, but the
others—ah ! the others! If I only had them here! Look here,
youngster, you are tco young yet to understand these things,
but, without your father, instead of being as I am, I should
have been breaking stones at Biribi. Well, one does not forget
that. sort of thing.”

The ex-soldier, who had been joyously talking to the boy
like an old friend, became grave as he uttered these words in a
voice shaken by emotion, and the recipient of this beautiful
testimonial from a fellow creature has, in his turn, left the
following testimonial to Spiritualism, in gratitude for what it
did for him :—

‘ Delivered by Spiritualism from the painful doubt which,
for a long time, weighed on my mind in regard to the existence
of God, and the immortality of the soul ; enlightened by the
study of this doctrine, and the numerous facts of which I have
been a witness, in regard to the invisible presence in our midst
of the spirits of our relatives and friends come at our appeal,
I declare that I believe in God, in His guodness and justice ;
that I also believe in the immortality of the soul or spirit which
is disengaged from our material body after material death.’
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A HINT TO INQUIRERS.

People ask me sometimes how an assurance is to be obtained
that those who have passed away still exist. This is a very difti-
cult question to answer. If you suggest public séances they
reply : * Oh, the Society for Psychical Research have long
proved that all séance phenomena can be reproduced by a con-
jurer specially retained on the establishment. Besides, granting
the fact that a table moves without cheating, it is still a great leap
to assume that this 18 done by the spirits of mortals who have
passed away.’

The only real answer is ¢ Devote your whole life to the quest,
practice private occultism if you can, and assuredly you will by
and by learn much if you are thoroughly in earnest.’

But this is asking too much of modern frivolity. The next
best suggestion is ‘ Go to a good trance medium ’ ; but then the
inquirers at once want to know where such a person is to be
found.

A letter from a lady that I have just received seems to furnish
some sort of answer to this question. 1 subjoin some of the facts
that she adduces, as I think they are well worth consideration.

ALIF.

On the first occasion in which T experienced Mrs. Z——'s
extraordinary gift she saw the following vision in a crystal
globe :—

Mrs. Z said she perceived a large wedding, and she
saw me among the guests. She then described the bride so
exactly that 1 at once recognised a very young girl I knew.
As this girl was about eighteen, and hardly introduced into
society, I thought Mus. Z must have mistaken her for
one of her elder sisters. However, this girl was married, to
the surprise of everyone, and I was present at the wedding,
about six months later.

Some time after this I took a young friend of mine, a
Polish count, to see Mrs. Z She described his home in
Poland, saying it was a long two-storied building, and that
there were two windows on one side of the door and eight
windows on the other side, and that the entrance was
approached by a high flight of steps. All this was correct.
She then portrayed the face of a young man very minutely,
saying, among other things, that he had one eye larger than
the other and that he had a short red beard, and also that he
seemed an enemy. The young Pole admitted that this was
the case, and that the man she had so minutely portrayed was
a relative with whom he might soon have a {awsuit about
property.

On another occasion, Mrs. Z—— told me, on looking into
her crystal, that she saw a man about forty, but who looked
younger, walking across a green meadow, and that she thought
that in some way it would be to my advantage. Very shortly
afterwards a gentleman, an utter stranger to me, but exactly
answering her description, rented a country property of mine
on terms very advantageous to me—a piece of luck I had
never expected.

One of Mrs. Z——"s most curious and, to me, inexplicable
visions, was the following. She first described a country
house, one I knew in Scotland. She then characterised the
guests who were in it.  Firstly, she saw a lively pretty girl ;
next, an elderly gentleman with a cheerful red countenance ;
after that a fair youth with very sloping shoulders, yellow
hair, and blue eyes ; following this a man almost as dark as a
foreigner. 1 knew that these three men were all admirers of
this young lady, but I did not know until afterwards that
they were all assembled in that particular country house. Mrs.
7; —— then saw the wedding of the dark man and the pretty
girl. She saw also that the fair youth had engaged himself to
another lady, and that the engagement would be broken off.
Six weeks later every word of this came to pass; when she
saw all this it seemed to me not at all likely to happen.

No names on this nor on any other occasion were men-
tioned, and none of these people were known to Mrs. 72 ——,
and yet she delineated their appearance most accurately.

The above are my personal experiences, and I could bring
witnesses to support my statements.

Mrs. Z 18 also a good trance mediuin and clairvoyante.
Should any of your readers like to see her, the HKditor of
‘ LicaT’ will kindly give an introduction to Mrs. 7 ——,
that is, to any people who are bond fide inquirers into
Spititualism.

- - -— - —

THE generous who is always just, and the just who is always
generous, may, unannounced, approach the throne of Heaven.—
LAVATER.

AN old Saxon forester has lately published his secret for the
treatment of hydrophobia—or, rather, for its prevention after
the bite :—‘Take immediately warm vinegar or tepid water,
wash the wound clean therewith, and then dry it ; then pour
upon the wound a few drops of hydrochloric acid.” Tt is said
that he has successfully practised this treatment—a very painful
one—for fifty years.

LIGHT,
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

[ The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents,and
sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose of pre-
venting views that may elicit discussion. |

— ———

Mrs. Besant’s Facts.

Sir,—If Mrs. Besant could induce a Mahatma to appear on
the platform of St. James’s Hall there would be amongst the
audience a certain number of persons who would believe in the
existence of Mahatmas af the time, but twenty-four hours later
doubts would arise in their minds, and in forty-eight hours these
doubts would grow into denials, and they would resort to the
idea that they had been hoaxed and that Mahatmas were non-
existent.

It is impossible to satisfy minds that run in certain grooves.
Mrs. Besant’s arguments were well conceived and set forth, par-
ticularly the one in connection with evolution, but men’s minds
are not all constituted alike, and what may appear reasonable to
one 18 ridiculous to another.

One would infer from the concluding paragraph of *Bid-
ston’s ’ letter that Mrs. Besant had been false to sincerity and
truth. Deceived she may have been, but no one can doubt her
sincerity and truthfulness. R. C.; F.T.5.

Materialisation Seances —A  Necessary Caution.

Sir,—Dr. Hutchinson’s letter on p. 274, June 8th, proves
his mature acquaintance with spirit séances, whereas that from
William Baldwyn, in your previous issue, is manifestly the
‘ errata’ of an ignorant man. This correspondent came to one
of our sittings at my invitation. (1) He was never at a materi-
alisation séance before. (2) He is not a Spiritualist with ex-
perience of any kind. (3) His eyesight is defective, for he is a
wearer of spectacles. (4) He is a very young man ; his mind
will ripen in due time, there is no doubt, but it has not done so
yet. I appeal to him not to accept Dr. Hutchinson’s invitation
to go with hiin to another sitting with the spirits and medium
he so grossly maligns, for the medium has resolved to no more
admit any unfledged investigator who is so unfortunate asto have
impaired eyesight—and sees darkly through glass. Dr. Hutch-
inson will be cordially welcomed, and so would any number of
other gentlemen ¢ of riper years’ he would bring with him.
If I may anticipate, the result would be the triumph of our band
of spirits, and the vindication of the medium and myself. I
have never been fooled a second time by anybody, for I am
gifted with a good memory, and I have had the privilege of
attending no less than thirty of these sittings for materialisations.

May 1 add that a young niece of mine, the only child of a
gentleman of position and culture, has come to me materialised
each time that I sat there? Last month (May 5th) I was in a
crowded meeting to hear Miss MacCreadie give her splendid
clairvoyant descriptions of spirits standing beside some of the
sitters. The following day 1 went to a photographer’s to be
photographed, and (lo and behold !) there stood my dear niece
by ny side, sufticiently materialised. I beg to present the Editor
with a copy of this beautiful photographic portrait of a spirit,
cabinet size. THE LEADER oF THE CIRCLE.

P.S.-—I am sending the address to Dr. Hutchinson.

Sir,—I read with interest the letter headed as above from
Mr. Baldwyn, and feel it is my duty, as an earnest searcher
after truth, to say that I recognise by his description the séance
referred to, and to add my testimony to his in warning people
against this farce. I attended this séance twice, not being ab
all satistied with my first visit, and noticed several things on my
second visit that satistied me that the *manifestations’ were
trickery. I noticed that when the first form appeared the shoes
of the ‘spirit’ creaked; the second form appeared with the
shoes removed, when I discerned that the feet were covered
with socks that tallied with those of the medium. No tests were
granted, and no one but female friends of the medium were
allowed next to the curtains forming the cabinet. Agsin
I distinctly noticed that the female spirits all had beards under
the chin, corresponding exactly with that worn by the lnediull}-
The drapery used to disguise the face failed to disguise this
from my eyes. At the first sitting I had a suspicion on these
points, and, therefore, paid special attention at the second
séance to clear up my doubts. 1 noticed that any suggestions of
tests were at once refused, or the conyversation turned to the
point that the conditions would not be favourable. Complaints







