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NOTES BY THE WAY.

It is by no means certain that we have passed beyond 
the perils of persecution on account of Spiritualism ;—not 
the major persecution of the faggot-monger and the hang­
man. but the minor persecution of the bigot and the 
alarmist. There was timely meaning in Lyman C. Howe’s 
late reference to a singularly pathetic story in 4 Satan’s In­
visible World Discovered.” He said :—

In ‘ Satan’s Invisible World Discovered,’ Sinclair relates the 
touching and terrible story of a confessing witch. Who could 
defend a self-confessed criminal ? How little men reasoned in 
those days, and how little they reason now, when religious pre­
judice leads them ! How blind they were, and are, to the causes 
that mould the conduct of society ! If a suspected witch or other 
heretic, under the most excruciating torture, continued for many 
hours, only to be repeated after a brief release, yielded in the 
delirium of agony to the demand of the tormentor and 4 con­
fessed ’ as the only means of temporary escape, that confession 
settled it, and the poor victim was doomed. If she did not con­
fess, the torture was repeated and continued until nature merci­
fully interposed a suspension or escape by a coma or death-

The confession of the witch had sealed her fate, and she was 
on the way to the stake to be burned, in the presence of an exult­
ing mob of pious maniacs who regarded her sufferings and sob­
bings, her groans and cries, as a pleasing memorial, and a special 
favour to God and His loving Christ !

What a scene in a Christian land with devout and zealous 
Christians as principal actors! As the hapless victim was being 
conducted bo the place that was to end her trials, she makes this 
pitiful declaration : 4 Now, all you that see me this day know
that I am now to die as a witch by my own confession ; and I free 
all men, especially the ministers and magistrates, of the guilt of 
my blood. I take it wholly upon myself, my blood be upon my 
own head : and as I must make answer to the God of heaven 
presently, I declare I am as free of witchcraft as any child ; but 
being delated by a malicious woman, and put in prison under the 
name of a witch, disowned by my husband and friends, and see­
ing no ground of hope of my coming out of prison or ever coming 
in credit again, through the temptation of the devil, I made up 
that confession on purpose to destroy my own life, being weary 
of it, and choosing rather to die than to live.’ Who can read this 
terrible arraignment of the tendency and influence of dogmatic 
Theology, and the cruelty it generates, the utter paralysis of 
human sympathy and moral discrimination, and of all tender 
emotions and natural affections, as illustrated in these persecu­
tions and religious murders, without a shudder of horror and a 
thrill of deep, tender, tearful emotion and infinite pity for the 
millions upon millions who have passed such ordeals during the 
ages of the world’s evolution ?

This is as instructive as it is pathetic. Not many years 
ago, a celebrated medical expert on lunacy said that he 
would regard belief in spirit intercourse as proof of insane 
delusions. As an opinion it was contemptible : as the 
judgment of a man whose verdict might mean imprison­
ment, it was a public danger. At this moment, notwith­
standing the great change that has come over the world in 

relation to this subject, it is not always safe to confess all 
one knows to be true. But how awful to live in days when 
confession that meant death was resorted to, to escape a 
life that would be worse than death !

It is by such historical measuring lines as this that we 
see how we have improved ; and it is by such glimpses into 
the past that we learn our duty to one another now. 
Blessed are the free-minded seekers after the truth in the 
present, for they shall prepare the way for the revealers of 
the future !

It will not do to laugh at anything which achieves an 
object, or to cry 4 impossible ’ when a thing is done. Far 
better try to explain it—or wait. An intelligent writer, 
whose thoughts are always worth pondering, says of 
4 Christian Science ’ or 4 Faith-healing ’

The new, the rising science and art of healing, is study and 
work first in the spiritual body, to discover the secret and law of 
disease there, to open the way for, or call in, some higher invisible 
elements and energies that may restore strength and harmony 
to the spiritual body, thence work outward and heal the material.

In hypnotic healing, the operator seems to impart some in­
visible energy or establish some occult condition in the mind or 
body of the patient that works the cure. Here we distinguish at 
once that the curative law and power belong to the infinite 
domain of the unseen, the spiritual, and that it works in the in­
visible part, the spiritual, of the patient; from thence comes the 
healing of the grosser material body of its pains and diseases.

In Christian Science, mental and spiritual healing, while names 
and forms vary, if we mistake not, the law and power are essen­
tially and practically the same. .

The Christian Scientist says : 4 We have no bodies, what you 
call trees, flowers and animals are only illusions. All that is real 
of us is God ; God cannot have sickness and pains, neither can 
we in reality. Disease and pain are simply our false ideas and 
desires concerning life. If we only know, and will have absolute 
faith in this fact, we shall be freed from all sickness and suffer­
ings. We shall thus lay ourselves open, and be filled by the 
infinite health-tide of truth and harmony that rises and flows from 
God.’

Considered from the scientific standpoint assumed in the 
beginning, what does this mean ? Simply that the attitude, the 
thinking, desiring and willing, towards the infinite spiritual world 
and life, opens the way for, attracts, this higher invisible power 
and life to flow in and heal the spiritual body of the Christian 
Scientist, thence outward, giving health to the material.

But Mr. Crain has a strong word of caution for those 
who make so startlingly free with 4 God.’ He says

Are you quite sure, Christian Scientists, that it is God’s 
hand direct from the throne that touches you with its healing ? 
May it not be as with Jesus, who in humbler love, more kindly 
and tolerant faith, accepted Heaven’s gifts of power, of love 
and healing willingly from God, through ministering angels’ 
hands, even from Moses or Elias, or any of the 4 ten legions of 
angels ’ from above, that he thankfully recognised as Heaven’s 
messengers and gift-bringers to this world ?

Is it not a part of the immortal Christ-science to see and 
know that God feeds and molds His universe of worlds not 
according to one name or creed, not in one Church, but ever 
more and more through many prophets and teachers, under all 
names and forms, all creeds and Churches ?

But this we hope and trust, most of all, that God’s bounty 
and healing best flow where rising faith is humble and tolerant, 
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where science is conscious of ignorance, and hungers for more 
and better, where the secret of being healed is in striving to 
heal, and where we receive Heaven’s gifts of higher life even 
though ‘ wandering ghosts ’ bring them.

Mr. G. S. Carr, M.D., has added another book to the 
pro- and anti-Kidd literature. His ‘ Social Evolution and 
the Evolution of Socialism’ (London : W. Stewart and 
Co.) is worth noticing by those who are specially interested 
in the subject. It is essentially a fighting book for the 
hour, well-written, and charmingly presented, with its noble 
printing and dainty binding.

The New York ‘Christian Herald’ concerning the 
wonderfully important frescos now being unearthed in 
Egyptian tombs, says :—

It was for a long time a subject of wonder that the 
Egyptians should have devoted so much skill and labour to the 
production of works of art which they took special pains to 
conceal from the sight of men. They knew, or rather hoped, 
that no one would ever gaze upon them, yet they lavished 
upon them all their best efforts. It is now suggested 
as a result of study of their ancient records, that they 
had philosophical reasons for the apparent inconsistency. 
They believed that every man had a principle of life, differing 
from his mind and soul, permeating his being,and this they called 
his Ka. They thought that at death it was not extinguished, 
but merely left the body, and would reanimate it after the 
lapse of a long period. The Ka, they supposed, went to the 
tomb with the body, and waited there with it until the soul 
returned from long pilgrimages, when the man would be recon­
structed and live eternally. If the body were accidentally 
destroyed the Ka would be homeless. The embalmers did their 
utmost to prevent the catastrophe, but if all failed, then the 
statue of the deceased might serve as an abode for the Ka, or it 
might even occupy it while waiting for the soul to return. In 
the absence of any more reasonable explanation, this may be 
accepted as certainly plausible, if not absolutely true. It shows 
how in that remote time men were groping and searching for 
the truth, which the Apostle Paul records : ‘ We know that if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.’

TALKS WITH ‘TIEN.’

Those of our readers who have had the good fortune to 
talk with Tien Sien Tie when controlling his medium, Mr. 
J. J. Morse, will be familiar with the ready and satisfac­
tory way in which he at once replies to any questions 
which may be put to him touching the facts and philosophy 
of Spiritualism. There are very many, however, to whom, 
from a variety of circumstances, no such opportunity ever 
comes. For the sake of such of our friends as are in this 
position, we are glad to be able to announce that we have 
arranged for the acceptance of written questions, which 
may be forwarded to us by post, and which, if of an appro­
priate character, will be submitted to Tien, whose replies 
will be duly chronicled in these pages. But it must be 
distinctly understood that we reserve the right to withhold 
questions of a purely personal or irrelevant character, or 
such as may relate to matters of no possible interest to 
other persons than the writer. Our arrangements with 
Tien were completed some weeks ago, but we found it 
inconvenient to put them into execution till after the 
recent Conference. Written questions, dealing with the 
various phases of phenomena, and with matters relating 
to what may be termed the philosophy of Spiritualism, may 
now be sent to us, accompanied, of course, by the name 
and address of the writer—though these need not be

Volume of ‘ Light ’ for 1894.—Handsomely bound in half 
roan, the volume of ‘ Light ’ for 1894. Price, post free in the 
United Kingdom, 15s. 9d. Early application must be made, 
as the supply is limited. Offices of 4 Light,’ 2, Duke-street, 
Adelphi, W.C.

ORGANISATION FOR COMBINED ACTION.
Address Delivered before the recent Conference of 

Spiritualists by Mr. S. S. Chiswell, of Liverpool, 
President of the National Spiritualists’ Federation, 
May 14th, 1895.

‘ Organisation for combined action and work * has become 
essentially necessary and of paramount importance, but it should 
be undertaken with a due regard to ‘ personal freedom ’ and 
4 individual liberty ’ ; for, while we are not desirous to formu­
late a sect for the mere purpose of converting the world from 
Ecclesiasticism to Spiritualism, or with a view to inducing 
everybody to join us, yet would we wisely combine, so that 
we can present a united front in our fight with the foes of 
humanity—4 ignorance and superstition.’ As Spiritualists we 
have accomplished the object of our nearly fifty years of 
destructive effort ; we have broken the fetters that bound us 
to a belief in a religion of symbol, form, and ceremony; 
we have done with priestcraft for ever ; we have answered 
the question — if a man dies, shall he five again ? 
We understand the naturalness of the spiritual world and the 
certainty of the law of eternal progress ; we have destroyed the 
fear of death ; we have disestablished hell and purified our 
conception of heaven ; we realise that by personal effort only we 
can attain the true dignity of perfect manhood and woman­
hood. And now do we not all agree that the ‘ fulness of time ’ 
has indeed come and that this is the hour for re-construction 
and building ; and are we not prepared to take our part in the 
glorious work, and combine all existing efforts in one complete 
whole, thereby forming a closer union of all societies and all 
workers in the movement for action and work ?

There undoubtedly have been, and still exist, many amongst 
us who are opposed to organisation. They seem afraid, in their 
intense individualism, that by combination there is a danger of 
the formularisation of creed, doctrine, or dogma in connection 
with the movement; that our professional mediums and plat­
form workers would become a priestcraft as objectionable and 
as intolerant as any in the past ; that personal ambition would 
probably lead to the exercise of authority for private advan­
tage ; that considering there are those on the one hand 
who are more desirous to promulgate the philosophical 
teachings of Spiritualism, and on the other those attaching 
paramount importance to the investigation of the 
phenomenal aspect of Spiritualism, whichever section were 
in authority would be likely to use that authority to the detri­
ment of the opinions of the other section, and confusion, nay, 
failure, would ensue. They say further that organisation would 
be distinctly fatal to the highest interests of our movement, 
seeing that it must and would interfere with the freedom of the 
individual by asking him to subscribe to certain opinions and 
claiming his adherence to certain lines of action necessarily 
repugnant to his conception of liberty. And they affirm that we 
should never recognise the leadership of anyone, but, relying on 
our individual development, should strive for the benefit of our 
fellows in the way that seems best to each of us, and in accord­
ance with our own conception of what is right and wTong. 
Have these friends considered that we have had in operation 
for nearly six years ‘ The Spiritualists’ National Federation ’ ; 
mainly composed of societies and workers in the North, and 
that none of these disasters have as yet overtaken us 1 True, 
little has been accomplished, comparatively speaking, and that 
mainly because societies have not embraced the opportunity for 
combination as they might have done ; have not sufficiently 
interested themselves in the direction of unity, and we have 
unfortunately not had the co-operation of our metropolitan 
friends ; notwithstanding all of which, sufficient has been done 
to warrant the existence of the Federation and to encourage the 
members to increased and continuous effort. One fact has, 
however, been clearly demonstrated, viz., that both pro­
fessional and lay workers have combined together, and 
with little friction and with self - sacrificing labour have 
endeavoured to place our cause in such a position that 
it may not only command the respect of those outside of 
us, but claim their attention and secure their help in investiga­
tion. Mediums and platform workers have honestly done their 
part at considerable sacrifice to themselves and without the 
expectation of fee or reward, and it is not only a duty but a 
pleasure to me to testify that without their valuable aid it 
would have been impossible to carry on the work of the Federa­
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tion. Their connection with, and their appearance on, the 
executive has at times been misunderstood, but generally by 
those only who were not prepared to do any work or take any t 
action themselves. There is little danger in the direction that 
has been suggested, for are not all actuated by the one motive, 
viz., love of the movement and the desire to see it occupying 
the position its importance demands ?

The first necessity in regard to organisation is * personal 
conviction of the individual of the truths of Spiritualism, and, 
where possible, the intelligent study of the subject in the family 
circle.*  This is the foundation of all desire for association, for 
from being quite satisfied personally comes the desire to join with 
others like-minded and engaged in a similar pursuit, and there 
naturally follows the connection with the semi-private or public 
circle ; from this we arrive at that stage when, being desirous to 
know more of the phenomena that came under our notice first 
in the family circle, and again in the more public circle, and, 
being enlightened by the philosophy, we are tempted to join a 
society in the hope that we may receive assistance and 
guidance in our investigations. And here let me suggest 
the sort of rules, constitutions, or laws that should 
govern a society of Spiritualists. In the first place, I would say 
let the government in every case be ‘ by the people for the 
people,’ and let the laws be as simple as is compatible with good 
order and discipline, and then are we likely to solve the 
problem of ‘ organisation for combined action and work ’ in 
each district. '

First, as to Name :—We like the distinctive title ‘ Society of 
Spiritualists.’

Second, Objects :—(a) To unite fraternally all persons 
interested in the investigation of Spiritual phenomena and the 
promulgation of the Spiritual philosophy, (b) To promote and 
encourage intellectual inquiry and systematic study of the 
various phases of Spiritualism.

Third, Methods :—(a) By religious services on the ideal lines 
laid down by Mr. E. W. Wallis. (6) By Lyceum meetings for 
children, (c) By psychical discussion classes, (d) By meet­
ings for personal testimony, (e) By a circulating library. (/) 
By distribution of suitable literature. (g) By investigating 
circles, (h) By séances for the judicious development of medium­
ship. (i) By such other methods as may be found expedient.

Membership. —Persons of moral worth and progressive thought.
Subscriptions.—To be decided as may be found requisite.
Management.—By the members, who shall meet monthly, 

with an executive of three, who shall report to the members at 
the monthly meeting.

Objection may be taken to the suggested system of manage­
ment, but my desire is that it should be thoroughly democratic, 
thereby minimising the possibility of friction, as the members 
really manage the society themselves, having a small workable 
executive to carry out their policy. One of the difficulties 
found in society work is the fact that strangers attend the 
services, seek admission to the séances, and having satisfied 
themselves of the fact of spirit-communion and spirit-return, 
leave us and return to their old haunts, possibly doing good 
among their fellows by spreading our facts and living our 
philosophy, but preferring to remain amongst their early 
associates. Other friends, and sometimes members, prefer 
either to form or to ioin circles which meet on Sun­
day evenings for the convenience of the sitters, thereby 
depriving societies of their presence and support and preventing 
combination for action and work. It should be a matter of 
conscience with the members not only to attend the religious 
services themselves, which is of the utmost importance, but also 
to endeavour to ensure the attendance of thoughtful inquirers 
likely to join the society and be of use in the movement. I 
would like further to insist on the duty of societies towards any 
of their members who exhibit signs of mediumship, so that by 
judicious care and attention they may become useful to the 
society, and, what is even of more importance, swell the ranks of 
our advocates, teachers, and exponents, who are, alas ! at the 
present hour all too few for the work to be done.

I have ventured to spend some time in consideration of socie­
ties, for I am of opinion that a ‘ greater uniformity in the manner 
and mode of working? would be of advantage both to societies 
and to the movement. I would not like to lay down hard and 
fast rules, feeling sure all will recognise that my duty is to suggest 
to the Conference merely what can be threshed out in discussion, 
and my earnest hope is that good may result. I feel confident 
that when societies are working smoothly and successfully there

will grow a keen desire for union with other societies, that by 
combined effort increased work may be done and the truths of 
our Religion disseminated far and wide. And for that reason 
I would advocate the formation of ‘District Conferences,’ where 
representatives from each society could meet as often as might 
be found convenient, for the distinct objects of :—

1. Bringing the societies into closer sympathy and union.
2. Extending the work in the district.
3. Being helpful to each other in any and every way that 

may be found necessary or advisable.
This, I am of opinion, would tend to strengthen each society 

in the district, and would be instrumental in removing obstacles 
that might arise detrimental to the successful working of a 
society ; and the members, being drawn together by the ties of 
united purpose and effort, would realise their duty and respon­
sibility to each other, and set in operation methods which would 
work harmoniously and well.

And now I come to the most important feature of organisa­
tion, ‘ A National Federation,’ and I cannot do better than 

, claim your attention on behalf of an existing institution, ‘ The 
Spiritualists*  National Federation.’ I would not like to say 
that the constitution is perfect, but I would confidently assert 
that it is the best yet before the movement in this country, and 
we can, by national co-operation, make it serviceable to every 
society in the kingdom. Under its auspices much good has 
already been accomplished, which augurs well for what might be 
done were it taken up by every society and every earnest 
Spiritualist. Societies and Spiritualists are needed ; literature 
is needed ; and funds are needed ; so that the services of 
organising workers may be engaged, and propaganda and 
missionary work be undertaken in a manner befitting our move­
ment, and in proportion to the importance and magnitude of 
our work. We trust these meetings may stimulate us tc 
increased desire for amalgamation, so that when the Inter­
national Conference of Spiritualists takes place, in 1896, we 
may be found a federated body, presenting a bold and united 
front worthy of so great a reformatory movement.

For the better advocacy of our cause it has become absolutely 
imperative that some scheme should be conceived that would 
ensure well educated and prepared teachers for our platform, 
and it seems to me that Mrs. Britten’s reiterated contention 
that we need ‘ A School of the Prophets ’ and a ‘ College for 
Mediums ’ has come within the range of practical work. Truly 
‘ the harvest is plenteous but the labourers are few.’ There is 
a constant demand for highly developed mediums and speakers, 
and we are lacking in our duty while we delay to make 
provision to supply the want. Cannot a scheme be 
at once devised that shall inaugurate so magnificent an institu­
tion ? As Heaven helps those who help themselves, let us 
take the initial step, and assuredly those of our friends who 
have the means will aid us to the utmost of our requirements ; 
and we may also confidently expect the co-operation of those 
bright spirits whose mission it is to assist us at this crisis in our 
movement. One of the stumbling-blocks to our progress is the 
fact that frauds exist in our ranks, and nothing would tend to 
stamp out fraud and deception quicker than the formation of 
such a school or college, and nothing would prove such a protec­
tion to our honest, hard-working, and worthy mediums.

It is often asserted chat the phenomena of the present day are 
neither so distinctive nor so satisfactory as those experienced in 
the early days of the movement. I have no means of confirming 
or refuting these assertions, but I do feel that there is luke­
warmness and want of system on the part of our members and 
societies, and I am confident that ‘ the arm of the Lord is not 
shortened, neither is His ear heavy,’ butthat he who seeks shall 
find, and to him who asks it shall be given, and to him that 
knocks the door shall be opened. The fault, therefore, must lie 
within ourselves, and this might soon be remedied were we 
organised for combined action and work.

Recently a badge of recognition has been adopted in the 
North ; an effort has been made to commence a sick and benefit 
fund for aged and indigent workers ; and a national hymn-book 
is in process of compilation. Do you not think that these and 
kindred matters are of such necessity and importance that they 
are forcing themselves on the consideration of the movement, 
and that it is our bounden duty to prepare ourselves by 
organisation for combined action and work in relation to them ?

It has been anticipated that I would present a strong plea for 
organisation, but really it seems to me that the necessity is so 
self-evident that all are satisfied, all are favourably disposed, all 
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are desirous for united action. Do we not recognise that 
organisation is the result and not the cause of life ? It is said 
that animals and plants live, not because they are organised, 
but that they are organised because they live. Does the 
Spiritual movement live ? Do we recognise that we are living 
members of it ? Have we made the world conscious of our ex­
istence ? Then, because we live, organisation must follow as 
a natural sequence, and pleading becomes unnecessary.

I feel that I have merely introduced the subject, and in the 
words of Oliver Wendell Holmes :—

Our largest hope is unfulfilled,
The promise still outruns the deed, 
The tower but not the spire we build.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.
By Mrs. Hardinge Britten.

The last of the meetings of the Conference at Port man 
Rooms, on Tuesday evening, May 14th, was that at which Mrs. 
Emma Hardinge Britten replied to written questions from the 
audience, Mr. John Lamont (Liverpool) occupying the chair.

The first question was as follows : Why, in trance inter­
views with spirits, do we so invariably get descriptions of 
personal appearance, wearing apparel, &c., and never a loving 
message or a word as to the surroundings of the departed, the 
mode of their being, their occupations, and whether or not they 
are happy ?

Answer : The writer of that question is unfortunate. Whilst 
the appearance, the dress, all other specialities of identity may 
be and are absolutely necessary to prove that it is not mere 
thought-transference or aught but the real fact of a spirit mani­
festation, we scarcely know whether the world at this date would 
number its millionsof thoughtful believers,of grateful Spiritualists 
devoted to the great truth, had the spirits failed to reveal some­
thing of their condition both by way of encouragement to the 
good and warning to the bad. As the evidence offered you so 
clearly to-night by the reader and speaker showed, the life 
beyond the grave is one of progress. Oh ! friend, search again 
—search, and you shall find that not alone to give messages of 
love and kindness and affection are the spirits impelled to 
return, but to give evidences of their condition, aye, and warn­
ings of your own, and encouragement of your struggles in life. 
These will all be given you, though not all at once. The powers 
of the human mind had been many thousands of years unfold­
ing, before the lightnings that have been man's destruction were 
made his post-boys to carry his messages round the world. Be 
patient for the unfoldment of the grand powers of spirit-life as. 
you have been in the upholding of the possibilities of material 
creation ; and all your douots and difficulties will disappear in 
the glorious revelations of life beyond the grave.

Question : It has been said to-day that Spiritualism (in 
Lyceum work) should teach Nature to the students ; but would 
not Nature (minus spirit) be a shell without the egg ? .

Answer : The Lyceum, as it was organised in the spirit-world, 
and as it was revealed to the great seer, Andrew Jackson Davis, 
is nothing more than the first form in the great schoolhouse 
of eternity. It is nothing more than the first attempt at an 
infant school to impart to the minds of the little ones those 
sweet, high truths and principles that will fashion the young 
mind and draw it out of the morasses of priestcraft into the per­
fection of the power of the spirit-world. In the present rudi­
mental condition of Spiritualism, the revelation through Andrew 
Jackson Davis, the Poughkeepsie seer, of the Spiritual Lyceum 
is enough for the time. It is all your minds can bear ; but 
as the power of the spirit-world unfolds, and as men 
begin themselves to learn the nature of the grand spiritual 
science which enables the spirits to produce phenomena in 
various directions, the Lyceum will expand. For thu present, 
be thankful that the teachings are not only earnest but 
true—not only true to Nature, but to our Father, God.

Question : Are not three-fourths of the manifestations at 
seances done by the astral form of the medium, and not the 
spirits of our dear ones, mediums being always persons who can 
project one or several astral forms, as ordinary persons cannot ?

Answer : We have yet to learn that any persons who 
can project astral forms project any but their own. When 
you find clairvoyant descriptions given at a circle, they 
are not descriptions of the astral form of the medium.

They invariably tend to produce evidence, testimony in­
dubitable, that a spirit of another form, another character, 
is at work. We have, however, great sympathy with 
those who endeavour to show that the life principle in humanity 
can and does appear, and that much of the intelligence and 
power displayed at séances is derived therefrom. We grant all 
this, and in view of the rudimental condition of knowledge in 
w hich humanity has been kept concerning the nature of spirit­
life and spirit-power, it is not wonderful that this phase of 
spirit-phenomena should often be mistaken for another phase. 
But this does not affect the fact that millions of spirits have 
come back and identified themselves in a fashion that has left 
no possibility of mistake—no room for the theory of thought­
transference. To earnest and callable investigators it is only 
one point out of many others that the true Spiritualist has to learn, 
that thought-transference and the appearance of the astral form of 
the medium do from time to time intervene in the manifestations. 
But you are all spirits as much as you will ever be, and from 
time to time the spirit in this condition frequently becomes 
eliminated from its external surroundingsand appears at different 
points in the form of what theGermans call the doppel-ganger or 
double. Meantime, this is but one indication that there is a vast 
realm to study-a world of power, and new and mighty forces 
unfolding, and we declare solemnly, and that without reference 
to those who know but one Church and one thought concerning 
religion, that it will open up the grandest and noblest religion 
the world has ever yet known—the religion of truth, the realisa­
tion that if man is a spirit God must be a Spirit. The day shall 
come when every one of these phenomena shall be a portion of 
that grand science. The day is not far distant when it shall 
become the mightiest reform of the age.

Question : Is it not possible and, in fact, desirable, to 
remain a staunch Churchwoman and be a Spiritualist ?

Answer : When you remember that it is historically true, 
since that day when Jesus of Nazareth appeared as the founder 
of the Christian religion, that there have been over one thousand 
sects claiming Him as their founder, each, for the most part, 
teaching a different form of belief—different sectarian beliefs— 
and most of them representing different methods of worshipping 
God, it would be rather difficult to say what ‘ a staunch Church­
woman ’ is. Whilst any and every man can realise for himself, 
through the phenomena of Spiritualism, that the spirit lives 
and communicates, it depends upon himself whether he pushes 
his inquiries still further, and asks under what conditions the 
spirit lives hereafter. When he realises that, he will find a new 
Church opening before him ; for all the infinite number and 
variety of men, there is one universal revelation. Every living 
creature is in the state in which his good or evil deeds have 
placed him. Unless by self-refonn and self-atonement he 
endeavours to repair the wrongs he has done, he will continue in 
darkness. When he once realises that the Kingdom of Heaven 
is within him, that will be a ‘Church ’ for him as well as a reform. 
You need seek no other ‘ Church ’ than the blessed truth.

Question : Do children growr in the spirit-world ?
Answer : What is growth ? Is it alone of the body ? Nay, 

there is the growth of soul, the growth of spirit, and therefore 
it is by thousands of beautiful, comforting,holy communications 
we learn that the little ones, who have passed from this earth 
without any consciousness, without recognition of life, become 
glorious angels. As spirit-children they are brought to their 
parents’ homes, and are constantly attracted to those related to 
them on earth, to learn the lessons which they have had no 
opportunity to learn while in the mortal form. It is from these 
spirits that thousands of communications have come ; and bright 
and beautiful angels have confessed that they have never known 
the blessedness of earth-life, except when brought by other 
spirits to the dear home.

Question : How do you account for the appearance of a body 
if that body is gone ?

Answer: We do not account for the appearance of a body. We 
use the term ‘ body’ to signify an accumulation of material atoms. 
When the material atoms of the human form are broken up and 
disintegrated, the body is gone, but the spirit and soul remain, 
and sometimes appear on earth in the similitude of that form, 
chiefly for the purpose of identification. They jnay, and do, 
grow ; they change constantly in the spirit-world, where all is 
activity and progress. But when the spirit returns to the earth, it 
takes on again the manifestation of the form on earth for the 
purpose of recognition.
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