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where science is conscious of ignorance, and hungers for more
and better, where the secret of being healed is in striving to
heal, and where we receive Heaven's gifts of higher life even
though ¢ wandering ghosts ’ bring them.

Mr. G. S. Carr, M.D., has added another book to the
pro- and anti-Kidd literature. His ¢ Social Evolution and
the Evolution of Socialism’ (London : W. Stewart and
Co.) is worth noticing by those who are specially interested
in the subject. It is essentially a fighting book for the
hour, well-written, and charmingly presented, with its noble
printing and dainty binding.

The New York ¢Christian Herald’ concerning the
wonderfully important frescos now being unearthed in
Egyptian tombs, says :—

It was for a long time a subject of wonder that the
Egyptians should have devoted so much skill and labour to the
production of works of art which they took special pains to
conceal from the sight of men. They knew, or rather hoped,
that no one would ever gaze upon them, yet they lavished
upon them all their best efforts. It is now suggested
as a result of study of their ancient records, that they
had philosophical reasons for the apparent inconsistency.
They believed that every man had a principle of life, differing
from his mmind and soul, permeating his being,and this they called
his Ka. They thought that at death it was not extinguished,
but merely left the body, and would reanimate it after the
lapse of a long period. The Ka, they supposed, went to the
tomb with the body, and waited there with it until the soul
returned from long pilgrimages, when the man would be recon-
structed and live eternally. If the bhody were accidentally
destroyed the Ka would be homeless. The embalmers did their
utmost to prevent the catastrophe, but if all failed, then the
statue of the deceased might serve as an abode for the Ka, or it
might even occupy it while waiting for the soul to return. In
the absence of any more reasonable explanation, this may be
accepted as certainly plausible, if not absolutely true. It shows
how in that remote time men were groping and searching for
the truth, which the Apostle Paul records: ‘ We know that if
our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a
building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens.’

TALKS WITH ‘TIEN.

Those of our readers who have had the good fortune to
talk with Tien Sien Tie when controlling his medium, Mr.
J. J. Morse, will be familiar with the ready and satisfac-
tory way in which he at once replies to any questions
which may be put to him touching the facts and philosophy
of Spiritualism. There are very many, however, to whom,
from a variety of circumstances, no such opportunity ever
comes. For the sake of such of our friends as are in this
position, we are glad to be able to announce that we have
arranged for the acceptance of written questions, which
may be forwarded to us by post, and which, if of an appro-
priate character, will be submitted to Tien, whose replies
will be duly chronicled in these pages. But it must be
distinctly understood that we reserve the right to withhold
questions of a purely personal or irrelevant character, or
such as may relate to matters of no possible interest to
other persons than the writer. Our arrangements with
Tien were completed some weeks ago, but we found it
inconvenient to put them into execution till after the

recent Conference. Written questions, dealing with the
various phases of phenomena, and with matters relating
to what may be termed the philosophy of Spiritualism, may
now be sent to us, accompanied, of course, by the name
and address of the writer—though these need not be
published.

VoLuMe oF ¢ LicHET ' FoR 1894.—Handsomely bound in half
roan, the volume of ‘¢ LigHT ’ for 1894. Price, post free in the
United Kingdom, 16s. 9d. Early application must be made,
as the su&plg is limited. Offices of ° LicHT,’ 2, Duke-street,
Adelphi, W,C,
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ORGANISATION FOR COMBINED ACTION.

_ ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE THE RECENT CONFERENCE OF

SpiriTuaLIsTS BY MR. S. S. CHISWELL, OF LIVERPOOL,
PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL SPIRITUALISTS' FEDERATION,
May 141H, 1895.

¢ Organisation for combined action and work’ has become
essentially necessary and of paramount importance, but it should
be undertaken with a due regard to *personal freedom’ and
‘ individual liberty ' ; for, while we are not desirous to formu-
late a sect for the mere purpose of converting the world from
Ecclesiasticism to Spiritualism, or with a view to inducing
everybody to join us, yet would we wisely combine, so that
we can present a united front in our fight with the foes of
humanity—* ignorance and superstition.” As Spiritualists we
have accomplished the object of our nearly fifty years of
destructive effort ; we have broken the fetters that bound us
to a belief in a religion of symbol, form, and ceremony ;
we have done with priestcraft for ever; we have answered
the question — if & man dies, shall he live again?
We understand the naturalness of the spiritual world and the
certainty of the law of eternal progress; we have destroyed the
fear of death; we have disestablished hell and purified our
conception of heaven ; we realise that by personal effort only we
can attain the true dignity of perfect manhood and woman-
hood. And now do we not all agree that the ‘ fulness of time'’
has indeed come and that this is the hour for re-construction
and building ; and are we not prepared to take our part in the
glorious work, and combine all existing efforts in one complete
whole, thereby forming a closer union of all societies and all
workers in the movement for action and work ?

There undoubtedly have been, and still exist, many amongst
us who are opposed to organisation. They seem afraid, in their
intense individualism, that by combination there is a danger of
the formularisation of creed, doctrine, or dogma in connection
with the movement ; that our professional mediums and plat-
form workers would become a priestcraft as objectionable and
as intolerant as any in the past ; that personal ambition would
probably lead to the exercise of authority for private advan-
tage ; that considering there are those on the one hand
who are more desirous to promulgate the philosophical
teachings of Spiritualism, and on the other those attaching
paramount importance to the investigation of the
phenomenal aspect of Spiritualism, whichever section were
in authority would be likely to use that authority to the detri-
ment of the opinions of the other section, and confusion, nay,
failure, would ensue. They say further that organisation would
be distinctly fatal to the highest interests of our movement,
seeing that it must and would interfere with the freedom of the
individual by asking him to subscribe to certsin opinions and
claiming his adherence to certain lines of action necessarily
repugnant to his conception of liberty. And they affirm that we
should never recognise the leadership of anyone, but, relying on
our individual development, should strive for the benefit of our
fellows in the way that seems best to each of us, and in accord-
ance with our own conception of what is right and wrong.
Have these friends considered that we have had in operation
for nearly six years ¢ The Spiritualists’ National Federation’;
mainly composed of societies and workers in the North, and
that none of these disasters have as yet overtaken us? True,
little has been accomplished, comparatively speaking, and that
mainly because societies have not embraced the opportunity for
combination as they might have done; have not sufficiently
interested themselves in the direction of unity, and we have
unfortunately not had the co-operation of our metropolitan
friends ; notwithstanding all of which, sufficient has been done
to warrant the existence of the Federation and to encourage the
members to increased and continuous effort. One fact has,
however, been clearly demonstrated, viz., that both pro-
fessional and lay workers have combined together, and
with little friction and with self - sacrificing labour have
endeavoured to place our cause in such a position that
it may not only command the respect of those outside of
us, but claim their attention and secure their help in investiga-
tion. Mediums and platform workers have honestly done their
part at considerable sacrifice to themselves and without the
expectation of fee or reward, and it is not only a duty but a
pleasure to me to testify that without their valuable aid it
weuld have been impossible to carry on the work of the Federa-
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are desirous for united action. Do we not recognise that
organisation 18 the result and not the cause of life ? It is said
that animals and plants live, not because they are organised,
but that they are organised because they live. Does the
Spiritual movement live ! Do we recognise that we are living
members of it? Have we made the world conscious of our ex-
istence ? Then, because we live, organisation must follow as
a natural sequence, and pleading becomes unnecessary.

I feel that I have merely introduced the subject, and in the
words of Oliver Wendell Holines :(—

Our largest hope is unfulfilled,
The promise still outruns the deed,
The tower but not the spire we build.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.

By Mrs. HArpINGE BRITTEN.

The last of the meetings of the Conference at Portinan
Rooms, on Tuesday evening, May 14th, was that at which Mgs.
Eyxya HARDINGE BRITTEN replied to written questions from the
audience, Mr. John Lamont (Liverpool) occupying the chair.

The first question was as follows : Why, in trance inter-
views with spirits, do we so invariably get descriptions of
personal appearance, wearing apparel, &c., and never a loving
message or a4 word as to the surroundings of the departed, the
mode of their being, their occupations, and whether or not they
are hapny ?

ANsSWER : The writer of that question is unfortunate. Whilst
the appearance, the dress, all other specialities of identity may
be and are absolutely necessary to prove that it is not mere
thought-transference or aught but the real fact of & spirit mani-
festation, we scarcely know whether the world at this date would
numberits millionsof thoughtful believers, of grateful Spiritualists
devoted to the great truth, had the spirits failed to reveal some-
thing of their condition both by way of encouragement to the
good and warning to the bad. As the evidence offered you so
clearly to-night by the reader and speaker showed, the life
heyond the grave is one of progress. Oh ! friend, search again
-—search, and you shall find that not alone to give messages of
love and kindness and affection are the spirits impelled to
return, but to give evidences of their condition, aye, and warn-
ings of your own, and encouragement of your struggles in life.
These will all be given you, though not all at once. The powers
of the human mind had been many thousands of years unfold-
ing, before the lightnings that have been man's destruction were
made his post-boys to carry his messages round the world. Be

patient for the unfoldment of the grand powers of spirit-life as.

you have been in the upholding of the possibilities of material
creation ; and all your douots and difficulties will disappear in
the glorious revelations of life beyond the grave.

QuesTIoN : It has been said to-day that Spiritualism (in
Liyceum work) should teach Nature to the students ; but would
not Nature (minus spirit) be a shell without the egg ?

ANSWER : The Lyceum, as it was organised in the spirit-world,
and as it was revealed to the great seer, Andrew Jackson Davis,
1s nothing more than the first form in the great schoolhouse
of eternity. It is nothing more than the first attempt at an
infant school to impart to the minds of the little ones those
sweet, high truths and principles that will fashion the young
mind and draw it out of the morasses of priestcraft into the per-
fection of the power of the spirit-world. In the present rudi-
mental condition of Spiritualism, the revelation through Andrew
Jackson Davis, the Poughkeepsie seer, of the Spiritual Lyceum
1s enough for the time. It is all your minds can bear ; but
as the power of the spirit-world unfolds, and as men
begin themselves to learn the nature of the grand spiritual
science which enables the spirits to produce phenomena in
various directions, the Lyceum will expand. For the present,
be thankful that the teachings are not only earnest but
true—not only true to Nature, but to our Father, God.

QUESTION : Are not three-fourths of the manifestations at
séances done by the astral formm of the medium, and not the
spirits of our dear ones, mediums being always persons who can
project one or several astral forms, as ordinary persons cannot ?

ANsWER : We have yeot to learn that any persons who
can project astral forms project any but their own. When
you find clairvoyant descriptions given at a circle, they
-are not descriptions of the astral form of the medium.
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They invariably tend to produce evidence, testimony in-
dubitable, that a spirit of another form, another character,
is at work. @ We have, however, great sympathy with
those who endeavour to show that the life principle in humanity
can and does appear, and that much of the intclligence and
power displayed at séances is derived therefrom. We grant all
this, and in view of the rudimental condition of knowledge in
which humanity has been kept concerning the nature of spirit-
life and spirit-power, it is not wonderful that this phase of
spirit-phenomena should often be mistaken for another phase.
But this does not affect the fact that millions of spirits have
come back and identified themselves in a fashion that has left
no possibility of mistake—no room for the theory of thought-
transference. To earnest and capable investigators it is only
one point out of many othersthat the trueSpiritualist has to learn,
that thought-transference and the appearance of the astralform of
the medium do fromn time totime intervene in the manifestations.
But you are all spirits as much as you will ever be, and from
time to time the spirit in this condition frequently becomes

_eliminated fromits externalsurroundingsand appears at different

points in the form of what theGermans call the doppel-ganger or
double. Meantime, this is but one indication that there 18 a vast
realm to study--a world of power, and new and mighty forces
unfolding, and we declare solemnly, and that without reference
to those who know but one Church and one thought concerning
religion, that it will open up the grandest and noblest religion
the world has ever yet known—the religion of truth, the realisa-
tion that if man is a spirit God must be a Spirit. The day shall
come when every one of these phenomena shall be a portion of
that grand science. The day is not far distant when it shall
become the mightiest reforin of the age.

QuesTioN : Is it not possible and, in fact, desirable, to
remain a staunch Churchwoman and be a Spiritualist ?

ANswER : When you remember that it is historically true,
since that day when Jesus of Nazareth appeared as the founder
of the Christian religion, that there have been over one thousand
sects claiming Him as their founder, each, for the most part,
teaching a different form of belief—different sectarian beliefs-—
and most of them representing different methods of worshipping
God, it would be rather ditticult to say what ¢ a staunch Church-
woman ’is. Whilst any and every man can realise for himself,
through the phenomena of Spiritualism, that the spirit lives
and communicates, it depends upon himself whether he pushes
his inquiries still further, and asks under what conditions the
spirit lives hereafter. When he realises that, he will find a uew
Church opening before him ; for all the infinite number and
variety of men, there is one universal revelation. Every living
creature is in the state in which his good or evil deeds have
placed him.  Unless by self-reform and self-atonement he
endeavours to repair the wrongs he has done, he will continue in
darkness. When he once realises that the Kingdom of Heaven
18 within him, that will bea ‘Church’ for him as well as a reform.
You need seek no other ¢ Church’than the blessed truth.

QuesTION : Do children grow in the spirit-world ?

ANSWER : What is growth ? Is it alone of the body? Nuay,
there is the growth of soul, the growth of spirit, and therefore
it is by thousands of beautiful, comforting,holy communications
we learn that the little ones, who have passed from this earth
without any consciousness, without recognition of life, hecome
glorious angels. As spirit-children they are brought to their
parents’ homes, and are constantly attracted to those related to
them on earth, to learn the lessons which they have had no
opportunity to learn while in the mortal form. It is from these
spirits that thousands of communications have come ; and bright
and beautiful angels have confessed that they have never known
the blessedness of earth-life, except when brought by other
spirits to the dear home.

QuestioN : How do you account for the appearance of a body
if that body is gone !

ANSWER: We do not account for the appearanceofa body. We
use the termm ¢ body’ to signify an accuinulation of material atoms.
When the material atoms of the human form are broken up and
disintegrated, the body is gone, but the spirit and soul remain,
and sometimes appear on earth in the similitude of that form,
chiefly for the purpose of identification. They 4nay, and do,
grow ; they change constantly in the spirit-world, where all is
activity and progress. But when the spirit returns to the earth, it
takes on again the manifestation of the form on earth for the
purpose of recognition.



























