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should go abroad, and that I should marry again, some royal
personage, and come into possession of great riches. Ihad at
that time no idea of a separation, nor could I form the thought
of a connection with any other person, much less one whose
rank was so exalted as that of a Margrave.

It is a fact, recorded earlier in the memoirs, that Lady
Craven had- seven children; did separate from her
husband ; did go to live abroad ; and did marry a royal
personage.

A choice poem on ¢ Fate,’ by Mrs. Spaulding, written
in 1876, is occasionally asked for. We reproduce it, in
the belief that many will be glad to see a correct version,
and that its profound thought and delicate expression will
give pure pleasure to all who can follow a subtle line of
thought :—

Two shall be born the whole wide world apart,

And speak in different tongues, and have no thought
Each of the other's being, and no heed ;

And these o’er unknown seas to unknown lands
Shall cross, escaping wreck, defying death ;

And, all unconsciously, shape every act

And bend each wondering step to this one end ;
That, one day, out of darkness they shall meet,

And read life’'s meaning to each other’s eyes.

And two shall walk some narrow way of life

So nearly side by side that, should one turn

Ever so little space to right or left,

They needs must stand acknowledged face to face,
And yet, with wistful eyes that never meet,

With groping hands that never clasp, and lips
Calling in vain to ears that never hear,

They seek each other all their days

And die unsatisfied : and this is Fate.
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SPECIAL PROVIDENCES.

FroM ‘THE WOMAN'S SIGNAL.'

One of the most eloquent and influential men in America,
and president of one of the greatest railway corporations in the
world, has recently been discoursing concerning his philosophy
of life. In the course of his conversation he said many wise and
many interesting things. Speaking of the happiness of life, he
maintained that the secret of happiness is not in being wealthy,
but in being able to command fun. ‘Fun,’ he says, ¢ consists
first in not envying your neighbour ; secondly, in not being
struck on yourself ; and, thirdly, in being willing to recognise
your own weaknesses.” Speaking as a millionaire he said that
immense wealth brought with it misery. ‘The millionaire is in
perpetual anxiety for fear he may lose his millions, and is per-
petually jealous because he is not as rich as the man next door.
He thinks that all the money in the world ought to belong to
him.’

Mr. Depew said many interesting things concerning the
influence of the other world upon his daily life. He said he had
been brought up by a pious mother in the strictest of Calvinistic
sects ; and although it seemed absolutely inconsistent with pre-
destination he firmly believed in special providences. He said
he had passed through three crises in his life, in each of which,
following exactly the lines which his mother had taught him,
with no intellectual belief whatever, he humbly asked for a
special providence. In one case his fortune was at stake, in the
next his reputation and honour were involved.

Regardless of his conviction, he had not slept for a week ; he
went back to his mother’s teaching, which was to appeal to the
heavenly power for guidance. In each case a message came
clearly. It was quite opposite to what he was intellectually
convinced was right, but he followed the course indicated,
against his own judgment, and against the advice of everybody ;
and in every case events proved that the guidance given in
answer to his prayer was absolutely correct. Everything that
makes him live happily, or live at all, was the result of the
action which he tovk on these occasions. How many hard-
headed men of business in the City of London would care to
confess that they owed the whole of their success to their
reliance upon the special providences in which they had been
taught to believe at their mother’s knee {
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ARE 8PIRIT-PHOTOGRAPH8 NECESSARILY
PHOTOGRAPHS OF 8PIRIT8 P

FuLL REPORT OF AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY MR. J. TRAILL
TayLor, F.R.P.S., AT THE RECENT CONFERENCE OF
SPIRITUALISTS, MAY 13TH, 1895.

The idea commonly entertained with respect to spirit
photography is that a spirit form, although invisible to the
human unaided eye, is yet capable of emitting actinic
radiations which are amenable to the laws of refraction,
and thus are conveyed by means of the camera lens on to
the sensitive plate. Once admitting the phenomena of
Spiritualism in the abstract, it is very easy to conceive of
the possibility of this, ,

For the benefit of anyone present who may not know,
let me here explain briefly by what means the modern
practical photography is effected. A plate or surface is
coated with a salt of silver, so prepared as to be in such a
state of tottering equilibrium that its condition is changed
by even the momentary impact of a faint ray of light
transmitted by means of a lens or otherwise ; a totally dark
chamber or camcra, suitably fitted, being employed when
portraiture or landscape is the subject. @ After being
impressed in the camera, a re-agent is applied by which the
silver salt is reduced to a degree of opacity conforming to
the greater or less degree of light which fell upon the sensi-
vive surface during its exposure in the camera, and the
image is thus said to be developed. Up to the application
of the developer, nothing whatever is visible on the plate.
The more tottering the equilibrium of the atoms (SirJ.
Herschel’s phrase), the greater is the sensitiveness of the
plate. When the unacted-on salt of silver is removed, we
then have a negative, from which positive prints, either on
paper or other surfaces, are obtained.

I have said light is the agent in the production of a
photograph. Please do not ask me to explain what light
is, for I should break down in attempting to answer. There
are some rays which, when reflected from an object on
which they fall, are visible ; so called, because they enable
the normal eye to see such object ; but there are other rays
which if thus employed would fail to render an object
visible, but would still cause photographic action. These
are popularly termed invisible rays because their effects are
not perceived by ordinary vision. If any thing or entity—
call it a spirit if you like--emitted rays of this nature
only, most assuredly it could be photographed by one
possessing even rudimentary knowledge only of photo-
graphy, although such figure could not be seen. It would
be amenable to the laws of optics, by which the image will
be projected by the lens on to the plate, and to those of
chemistry, by which that image will subsequently be
developed.

It must be abundantly evident, as I will proceed to
show,that the term photograph as applied to the phenomena
called spirit photography is inadequate. Photography is
derived from the Greek, Photos, light, and strictly speaking
should be applied only to those drawings or pictures which
owe their existence to the influence of what we popularly
term light, or of one or other of those primary ether
colour waves of which it is composed. I have ascertained,
to my own satisfaction at any rate, that light so called, so
far as concerns the experiments I have made, has nothing
to do with the production of a psychic picture, and that
the lens and camera of the photographer are consequently
useless encumbrances.

At this stage, I wish to direct attention to certain
experiments made by savants about the time Daguerre
fixed the camera image on a polished metal plate. These
were mainly made at that period (1840-2) by Professor
Moser, of Konigsberg, but were endorsed and repeated by
leading philosophers of that day, and brought promi.ne"tly
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before the French Academy of Sciences by men embracing
names like those of Arago, Fizeau, Knorr, Breguet, Regnault,
Edmond Becquerel, and others of like eminence. First let
me quote from the pregnant remarks of Mons. Arago, the
recorder or compiler of numerous incidents and experiments
which, he says, are of the most curious character and
perhaps derive their singularity from their very mysterious
nature. He had no doubt that numerous amateurs would
apply themselves to repeat them; and as in all these
experiments a slight modification in the manner of operat-
ing may bring about a totally different result, he earnestly
recommended experimentalists to keep an exact record of
their observations, as the multiplication of facts could
alone lead to the explanation of such remarkable pheno-
mena. Recorded facts serve as much to the advancement
of the sciences as theories, and the collection of a multi-
plicity of experiments which at first sight appear only
curious, taken together, may, in reality, serve to establish
theories and consequently to give the explanation of a
great number of isolated facts.

It would be an almost endless task for me to enumerate
all the facts recorded by Moser and his confiréres, so I con-
tent myself with giving only a few out of the many. I
may state that I have introduced this particular topic
because in it I imagine I can see certain things analogous
in some respects to psychic photography, or at any rate,
what may help to throw some light, however dimly, upon
that phenomenon of psychic photography which is much
more remarkable even than the more physical ones of
Moser, from which he deduced, inter alia, the following :—

Light acts upon all bodies, and upon all in the same
manner ; the various actions of light hitherto known are
only particular illustrations of this general fact. The
action of light exhibits itself in modifying bodies in such
a manner that after having experienced this action, they
condense various vapours otherwise than they would do
without it. All bodies radiate light, even in complete dark-
ness. The rays emanating from different bodies act as
light does upon all substances and produce like effects as
solar light. Two bodies constantly imprint their images
one upon the other, even when they are placed in complete
darkness, and not necessarily even in contact. However,
in order that the image may be discernable, the distance of
the bodies from each other must not be very great on
account of the divergence of the rays. To render such an
image visible any vapour may be used, as, for example, the
vapour of water, mercury, iodine, chlorine, or bromine.
There exists latent light as well as latent heat.

I now quote a few words from Mons. Breguet, the
eminent Parisian chronometer maker of the period, who in
a letter to Arago, confirming the experiments of Moser,
says : ‘ The remarkable facts which have been discovered by
Moser, the communication of which was lately made to the
Academy, remind me of something analogous which we
have observed from time tc time on the inside of gold
watch cases, and even in the interior of machines of which
all the pieces were made of brass. Everyone knows that
most watches contain an inner case on which is engraved
the name of the maker. This inner case is in juxta-
position with the first ; there exists between them a space
not exceeding one tenth of a millimetre at most. We have
often seen on the inside of the outer case a reversed and
very distinct image of the name engraved on the inner one.
In some machines wherein pieces were also placed at very
small distances apart, we have also seen the representation of
figzures of a more or less remarkable character. We had con-
sidered these facts as very curious,and had even made them
known to some of our friends ; but not having had time to
investigate this strange phenomenon we forebore, hitherto,
noticing it publicly,. But now that these phenomena
belong to the domain of science, it will not be thought out
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of place that we should present these facts without
accompanying them with any observations ; for the more
facts are multiplied the sooner we shall obtain an explana-
tion of so remarkable a phenomenon.’

I might go on for hours describing outcomes of the
laws of Moser, from which I have quoted, but time would
not permit. We shall presently see how they may probably
be made to apply to an explanation of the production of
psychic images.

Now let me step back for a period of over thirty-five
years, when the spirit photographs of William Mumler, of
Boston, burst upon the public. Some which I saw in
Edinburgh were by myself and others (all of us exceedingly
wise in our own ‘estimation!) put down as impostures
which had we been present, we would at once have
detected.

After hearing the testimony of eminent experts, in
whose presence certain experiments had been conducted,
men who I knew were at the head of the ranks of profes-
sional and experimental photography in America, and the
personal acquaintance of some of whom I subsequently made,
I felt impelled to forego the rash judgment I had given as
to fraud in the production of these abnormal figures which
appeared on the plates. And since then I have been
privileged to dictate the conditions under which a certain
series of strictly test séances for psychic photographs were
some time since held, and in which there was not left a
single loophole for fraud to enter, yet during which I
myself, using my own camera and plates beyond the control
of not only the medium but of the other spectators,
obtained numerous psychic figures so fraudulent looking
and so shockingly inartistic as to induce the use of unpar-
liamentary language. Here, however, is the point ; these
pictures were true and genuine throughout, so far, at any
rate, as concerned all those who were present; my tests were
too good to admit a doubt of this. I, therefore, can afford
to look with the greatest charitableness upon editors and
photographers who, not having had opportunities of
acquiring a sufliciency of knowledge, relegate these photo-
graphs to the limbo of fraud. I myself did so at one time,
and can therefore scarcely blame them for doing likewise.
Where blame rests is in their not scientifically investigat-
ing a subject which ought to be replete with interest to a
photographer ; and where misfortune steps in is in the
difticulty of being able to secure access to certain conditions
necessary to the desiderated investigation, and this
altogether apart from belief or even desire of belief in
Spiritualism, either as a science or a religion.

As known to many, I was afforded exceptional facili-
ties for endeavouring to satisfy myself, first, as to the
reality of human abnormal forms appearing on the photo-
graphic plate, by means other than those regularly obtained
in accordance with the well recognised photographic laws,
accepted by every student of the phenomena of photography ;
and, secondly, if such were the case, to do what the Right
Hon. A. J. Balfour suggested when in a presidential ad-
dress to the Society for Psychical Research he spoke of the
desirability of efforts being made ‘to discover what laws
this strange class of phenomena obeys.’

But here a few words upon tests as applied in the case
of psychic photography, not forgetting that it implies the
suspicion of imposture on the part of the medium. The
person conducting the tests is often quite incapable of
efficiently performing this réle. He ought first of all to
qualify himself by becoming acquainted with every con-
ceivable method by which chicanery is possible, for, as I
have said on a former occasion, there are many ways by
which, assuming the genuineness of only one of the many
thousands of psychic photographs hitherto produced, a
spurious article may be made much better than any alleged
real ones I have yet seen, or been a party to assist in taking









