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May 11, 1895.)

THE MATERIAL USE OF SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA.

On Monday evening, the 29th ult., at 2, Duke-street,
Adelphi, Mr. J. J. Morse delivered an address under the above
title to the members and friends of the London Spiritualist
Alliance, Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, the President of the Alliance,
occupying the chair.

After some introductory remarks by the President, Mr. J. J.
Morse, under influence, said :—In undertaking to address you
this evening, friends, on the subject of the ¢ Material Use of
Spiritual Phenomena,” we are conscious, of course, that the
possible interpretation to be placed on the subject selected may
be the purely monetary value that may be attachable to, or that
may ultimately accrue from, such phenomena in relation to the
practical business of daily life. Such considerations (the lecturer
continued) applied to some extent to the Spiritualism of to-day,
inasmuch as what was known as ‘professional mediumship’
was 8 matter well recognised amongst Spiritualists. He
desired, however, to disabuse the minds of those present of the
idea that he intended to look at the question from what might
be deemed & sordid and selfish point of view. The realities
that passed current in the shape of phenomena exceeded in
value all the money that could be computed. They were of
transcendent importance to the human race in every department
of life ; but it was the purpose of the lecturer that evening to
deal with them in relation to the great questions affecting human
interests on the materinl side of being. The presence and
operation of spirits in the experiences of human life opened up
a wide source of inquiry in regard to the possibilities inherent
in the constitution of nature and of man, and were vital issues
in relation to religion, science, morals, and personal develop-
ment. The first consideration to be dealt with was a very old
and necessary point. What were the relations that existed
between the natural and the spiritual worlds ? For unless they
could have some clear and definite understanding on that
particular issue, it would be impossible to arrive at a correct
solution of the problems presented. It was desirable
that they should dismiss from their minds any idea of
separateness and discreteness between the two existences.
It was a fallacy to suppose that on the one side they had a spirit
universe altogether distinct in character, nature, and environ-
ment from that on the other side—the material one. So long
as the idea of this separateness obtained there was always the
risk of miracle being appealed to as an explanation' of any
natural phenomenon that could not otherwise be accounted for.
The adoption of the theory of miracle only tended to expose
the ignorance of those who used it to explain the manifestations
of that which should be of a piece in every departinent of its
operations, always supposing that the word ‘universe’ was
suficiently elastic to cover all—spiritual and natural—differing
sides of the one same reality. Accepting this explanation, then,
the idea of discreteness or separateness might he conveniently
dismissed, and we might find that the relationship of the two
existences was a matter of natural conditioning, of normal
law and principle. The translation known as death would,
as a consequence, be seen to be a purely natural transi-
tion from the one plane into the other plane. It was not a
taking out of one condition and putting into another ; but
a progressive continuation of life begun here, which is, so to
speak, further unfolded by the process of death,and fitted for the
side of the universe known as the spirit side. = Admitting this
hypothesis, that there was, parallel to this ordinary life, another
and subjective life, it was conceivable that, under certain condi-
tions, the consciousness of the human being might alternate
between the two states. Under certain circumstances a human
being might be normally related to the physical side of the
universe ; under other conditions,he might be normallyrelated to
the spiritual side ; and in each of these degrees or planes of being
the necessary faculties or organs were brought into play, as the
occasion required. The duality of man’s nature was thereby
implied, and if we implied this duality of nature and relationships
we must of course imply a duality of states of being.
If man was a duality in nature there must be
& duality in the universe for his duality to be
related to, and under certain circumstances it might be
that normally he was conscious on the one plane and normally
unconscious on the other. Herein was to be found an ex-
planation of the experiences common to many people who have
& vague consciousness of leading a double life. They were the
subjects of a variety of impressions during sleep which, im-
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perfectly comprehended on waking, nevertherless left a very
definite impression on the waking consciousness. This
did not imply a duality of consciousness or a duality of
personality ; it simply indicated that the personality was operant
on different planes at different times. Here the lecturer made a
slight digression by dealing with the sensations of the spirit after
final separation from the physical body. It frequently happened
that a spirit, on looking around after its translation from material
conditions, was surprised by the apparent familiarity of its
new dwelling place. This feeling was due to the circumstance
that, during sleep, the temporal or physical consciousness being
withdrawn, the consciousness became operative on the spiritual
plane through the spirit organisation ; and, becoming per-
sonally related to the spirit state, the external coneciousness
did not register the impressions received. When the subjective
personality becaine, by death, the objective personality, the
impressions received by the spirit during the slvep of the body
became part of its conscious experience. This experience of
the spirit on entering the spirit world, therefore, was an indica-
tion of the alternate action of the consciousness on differing
planes of manifestation, so that man might sometimes gain a
familiarity with the spirit world during sleep, just as in his
waking hours he gained a knowledge of his physical surround-
ings. It would be suggested, perhaps, that as this was possible
(though unconsciously so) to the average individual, it might be
wise and useful to cultivate that possibility so that it
would become a function operated by the intelligent will
itself. Such an idea, however, the lecturer would be inclined to
discountenance. At present this particular experience was, in
a sense, abnormal, and should be confined to its legitimate
expression during sleep. By and by, when the race had pro-
gressed beyond its present grade of development, and, in the
course of evolution, had unfolded certain latent psychical
functions, it would be able to exercise this faculty without any
of the strain on the nervous and vital forces which its deliberate
volitional operation would now entail. It might be asked :
‘If it is unwise to exercise such a power, is it not equally
unwise to permit spirits to control and exercise the subjective
side of our nature?’ To this question the lecturer would reply :
‘Yes ; to some extent.” Mediumship was not an expericnce
for everybody. People who thought they would like to be
mediums were often hastily rushing in where wise folk would
be afraid to tread. But there were certain people in whom these
subjective powers were of a kind nornally fitted for the intelligent
manipulation and exercise by spirit beings, although even then
their use was frequently attended with a certain amount of
distress and disturbance. These special persons were easily
controlled or directed through their psychical powers, by the
spirit people. They were the instruments whereby the spirit
world sought to combat the doubts, difticulties, and errors of
thought concerning spiritual realities which prevailed in the
material world, which it was necessary that spirits should
counteract. These mediums nust be the world’s conscripts.
They must bear and suffer and do, that men might be freed
from the errors of the ages and the darkness of the times. Yet
at the present time even mediumship, under its happiest and
best conditions, still remained more or less an abnormal
experience.

Let us (said the speaker) consider what is meant by the term
spiritual phenomena. It had been objected that the term was a
misnomer ; and, logically, perhaps, exception might be taken to
its use. Spiritual phenomena were objective realities produced
in the material world, the primal cause of them being the in-
telligent operator in the spirit world ; and in that sense only
could they be called spiritual phenomena. Logically and
definitively speaking, they were phenomena produced in the
material world by spirit beings. The question next arose, how
was it that spirits dwelling in the spirit world had sufficient
control over matter to produce objective evidences of them-
selves in the material world. The crux of the question was the
relationship subsisting between the two states of being. If it
were conceded that these two states of being were not separate
and discrete, but coterminous, correlated, intersphering with
each other, and each a portion of the great whole, the difticulty
of communication between the two states vanished at once, and
all that had been said concerning the alternations of
the human consciousness on the two planes of being
became an important part of the considerations involved
in the study of spiritual phenomena. ' Just a trifle
of philosophy (said the lecturer) was needed in an
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

[ The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents, and
sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose of pre-
senting views that may elicit discussion. ]

The Mahatma Puzzle.

Sir,—I am as much in need as Mr. Gilbert Elliot of the
evidence for the existence of Mahatmas which he so urgently
demands ; but I would ask him what kind of evidence can be
given, and what facts, which it is permissible to disclose, would
~ he satisfactory? It appears to me, by all accounts of those who
profess to have scen these shadowy gentlemen, that one of the
conditions of their appearance is that nothing shall be reported
concerning them which is capable of satisfying outsiders. All
who have seen them treat their communications as holy secrets,
which they have no right to disclose ; consequently their very
existence can only be known by those who are pledged to
scerecy in regard to all the essential proofs of that existence.
This is a very perplexing situation. But it is a conceivable one.
The question then is, how far anyone can penetrate into
Theosophic lore without the help of this belief, or of the know-
ledge which is so communicated. This is like asking a person
to swim who has never taken a header into any waters. The
puzzle seems to me insoluble. What do the initiated say !
Why do not Mrs. Besant and those of her cult take up this
side of the case and tell us how much they expect us to believe
without evidence, and what reasons, without objective evidence,

can be sufficient to prove such very hard facts ?
RoBERT M. THEOBALD.

‘Mrs. Besant’s Facts.’

Sir,—1I confess to a feeling of irritation when reading Mrs.
Besant’s address. I do not believe in re-incarnation in the flesh.
Once I am out of this body, in accordance with natural law and
circumstances not controllable by my will, I would prefer to
tind myself in somne form adapted to my greater freedom. Ido
not think & man can ever become perfect on this planet, or on
any planet in the wide infinity of worlds, or systems in infinite
space. We read ‘the Mahatma,’ or ¢ Great Spirit.” was a man
who had become perfect, who had reached union with the Divine.
What value in this estimate of comparison between finite man
and the Infinite-Divine Person has the term °perfect’ here, in
Mrs. Besant’s address ? I am only a poor groper turned sixty
years of age. My days of toil began in 1841-2, and my lot in
life has been one of mixed joys and sorrows ; mostly sorrows,
because of circumstances similar to those which have been the
lot of most people. But brief moments of joyous aspiration and
encouragement have been mine ; and, in the light of experience,
I have gone up a step at a time and found rest for my spiritual
feet. Lights and shades make life’s pictures seem ‘natural.’ I
do not want to be ‘perfect.’” There seems, to my mind, the most
heavenly destiny in store for those who have the prospect of
something higher to climhb to or aim at eternally. This
¢ Mahatma'®' craze has nothing practical about it. Why don'y
these * perfect’ men come more to the front? Are there three
gane persons in existence who can solemnly declare they have
ever seen a ¢ perfect’ man-—one who can prove himself imbued
with all knowledge, power, and present every-where-ness? Pardon
the last word ; it is as sensibly constructed as the word Ma-hat-ma.

It seems as sensible to argue that every tiny animacule
building its lime castle in water must be time after time re-
incarnated —and so on with every entity of larger growth up to
the elephant—in order to reach perfection after their kind
on this planet !

My standpoint is that there is no proof offered us; there
are no facts, but there seems no end of arguments based on pure
assumption. There are gradations unnumbered between the
minute life whose little universe may be circumscribed, so to
say, in & tiny globe of water, and the man with the highest
physical, mental, and spiritual endowments on this little world
called Earth. But the gradations imaginable between a man so
endowed and the All Wise, Omnipotent, Infinite Presence are
inconceivably greater, by reason that the part, however great,
can never equal the Whole.
a ‘perfect’ man.

JOHN LoRD.

Eternal Progress.

Sir,—We are getting on. On Sunday last I heard a popular
Archdeacon, in the diocese of an enlightened Bishop, finish his
sermon with the following words : ¢ The resurrection of eternal

progress.’ ‘ MIROR.'
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Fraudulent Mediumship.

Sir,—Much has been said and written about fraudulent
mediumg and the mischief that is done to Spiritualism through
them. What if there were no apparent cheating, or tendency
that way 7 Should we be better off? Should we satisfy our
minds, by the process of sifting evidence, of the realities we
now value? Would not the exceptional honesty make us
alternately credulous and suspicious of everything that came to
us claiming origin from an unseen world ?

We should rightly conclude that, as you are sure there is a
thief at every street cormer, almost in every shop or car you
enter, so there must sometimes be dishonesty in dealings with
strangers between whom and oneself there is no ground, neces-
sarily, of common fellowship.

The only way to avoid being made victims of fraud is to
withhold our judgment until it is satisfied that no loophole
remains for doubt. It matters little what a medium does, so
long as we hold fast to that principle. The pace we travel in
our investigations may be slow, but it is, at least, sure; and
the few gems in the mass of rock that each person must work
for himself, if he is to get any results worth having, will well
reward him for years of toil in patience and humility.

It ought to be recognised that fraud is practised from
motives other than money gain. Vanity in its various forms ;
love of notoriety ; the desire of being considered an exception-
ally gifted individual ; amusement in the gamo of fooling, and
other sources of action, lead to a great deal that is mischievous
in our private circles. The mischief, however, lies more in the
fouled than in the actor. If all of us refused assent to anything
that is not absolutely good evidence, there would soon, in my
opinion, be a practical end of chesating mediums. M.A.L

The Scarcity of Mediums.

Sir,—Permit me to say that, in my opinion, persons wishing
for phenomena and proofs should set to work themselves and
try with a Ouija board, under the guidance of some experienced
Spiritualist. The Ouija is 2 most wonderful aid for developing
mediums. I, for my part, have found a number of mediums
who now can use the board successfully. Some do not need to
use Ouija any longer, as the spirits now respond mentally—or
by automatic writing with a pencil. Of course, all these
persons were convinced as soon a8 they were successful. Ihave
remarked that those who have a strong desire to learn about
Spiritualism are mediums, and are prompted by their spirit-
guides to study and inquire. Before using Ouija, a prayer
should always be said for protection against evil influences.

For the first few months all mediums who use Ouija, or a
pencil, or any other method, require to be demagnetised after
the séance. A few passes should be made downwards over the
arm or hand. This is absolutely necessary to remove the
numbness or pain that is felt by the medium. If the head feels
heavy, one should blow on the forehead, or make a few passes
till all uneasiness is removed. The mediums who do not pay
attention to these rules will remain with their pain for a long
time, and not know why they suffer. It is the excess of vital
fluid concentrated by the spirits and brought to one point, that
is necessary for moving the hand automatically on the board,
and causes the pain afterwards in the hand. Some mediums
who begin are often put into a cataleptic state, wholly or
partially, by spirits, but the medium can be relieved by magnetic
passes. Catalepsy brought on by trying to communicate with
spirits is caused by the great amount of vital fluid displaced by
them, and, as I have been told, by spirits who are not expert in
the manner in which the fluids should be used. Everything
comes progressively, and spirits must learn to use our vitality
very exactly, and restore the proper equilibrium to our faculties
when they leave. But this is never achieved till the medium
is well developed.

Therefore, mediums who begin should not study alone, as
they cannot help themselves should anything happen. If the
arm feels stiff or cataleptic, the fluid should be drawn off first
from the tips, then from the hand, which gradually loosens ;
then from the arm, until all feels well again. The legs should
be maynetised down if they are stiff. I have seen mediums who
were as if nailed to their seats ; they could not move from right
to left after having been in communication with their guides.
Magnetismm was indispensable to remove this state, and nothing
else is needed. In some old accounts of table-turning we read
of persons who were forming a circle with hands on the table










