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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Colonel Olcott, in 4 The Theosophist ’ (7, Duke-street, 
Adelphi), unequivocally gives up, not only the infallibility, 
but the credibility of 4 H. P. B.’ He bluntly says that it 
is a 4 monstrous pretence ’ to say that she was 4 the trans­
mitter of only genuine messages from the Masters.’ On 
the contrary, she was 4 as human and fallible as either one 
of us. It is true that the Colonel goes on to say that if a 
message is proved to be fictitious 4 it does not follow that 
H. P. B. consciously falsified.’ He falls back on the theory 
of 4 evil influences,’ and says that 4 the discoveries of 
hypnotic science have already furnished proof of its entire 
reasonableness.’ We quite agree, but that may be true and 
yet H. P. B. may have been a conscious cheat—or, let us 
say, a mixture.

In this same number of 4 The Theosophist ’ the Colonel 
continues his most interesting series of 4 Old Diary Leaves.’

Mr. J. A. Parker (through 4 The Leadenhall Press ’) has 
just published 4 A Drama for the Closet,’ entitled 4 Earnest 
England : or, A Soul Laid Bare.’ The dramatic form is 
merely a convenient peg for hanging a varied assortment 
of reflections and fancies. There is but little of real value 
in the book. It has merit, however; and we should 
imagine that the writer is somewhat of a Spiritualist from 
the side of Swedenborgianism. He might write a most in­
teresting book if he would try less to be interesting. He is 
an essayist, not a dramatist.

We are informed that the Russian Government is cap­
turing every copy it can get hold of of the English 
translation of Tolstoy’s 4 Harmony of the Gospels.’ What 
a country to live in ! What a government! The poor 
young man at the head must either be very terrified or very 
powerless ; and his close contact with England appears to 
have done him but little good. It is a miserable life he is 
called upon to live—if he is at all serious-minded. What 
a sight for the world, if he made a brave dash for freedom, 
and rose up to the height of that fine saying of Paul’s : 
‘ Where the spirit of the Lord is there is liberty ’! Here, 
again, Spiritualists may rejoice in their Gospel, which not 
only proclaims freedom, but reveals the vital reason for it.

‘ The English Mechanic and World of Science ’ has been 
instructing its readers concerning ‘Witches and Witch­
craft.’ It does this because, as it explains, there has been 
* a singular recrudescence of the superstition about witches ’; 
and it cites France, Russia, and Ireland. Certainly the 
paper with this long-winded and pretentious title usefully 
busies itself in exposing the gross follies of the past and the 
present—follies which date at least, .say, from the time of 
the writing of the Book of Ezekiel; but there is a lack of

discrimination, inasmuch as it pitches into its rubbish pit 
4 the farce of crystallomancy ’ and 4 the man with the 
divining rod, searching for water.’ That is absurdly waste­
ful, and we may be pardoned for once more recalling the 
good old German proverb which warns people against 
emptying out the baby with the water in the bath.

For our own part, we strongly incline to the opinion 
that the folly of belief in 4 witchcraft ’ was as nothing com­
pared with the hellish cruelty of the legal and theological 
vampires who, sharing the belief, tried, by torture and 
murder, to put it down. The truth is, that beneath tho 
disgusting manifestations of folly or ignorance connected 
with so-called 4 witchcraft,’ there has always been a certain 
amount of truth ; and we venture to tell the people who 
speak for 4 The English Mechanic and World of Science ’ 
that they will not understand this serious subject until 
they read their Bibles and understand them. Where the 
smoke has been, for thousands of years, there is fire.

For instance, has the writer we have referred to ever 
read A. Putnam’s great work on ‘Witchcraft of New 
England Explained by Modern Spiritualism ’? We risk the 
assertion that he has not, because his Article has in it no 
gleam of real knowledge;—and is only an echo of the com­
monplace and ignorant prejudices of the man in the street.

Dr. Hensoldt had, in the April 4 Arena,’ a rather clever 
shot at the 4 Student of Occultism,’ whose effusion on the 
4 Brotherhood of India ’ we noticed at the time of its pub­
lication. This 4 Student ’ contended that 4 the spirit of an 
individual is as truly a material organism as the physical 
body which envelops it ’; and he gave a neat illustration 
which Dr. Hensoldt reproduces with his reply. But wo 
rather fancy there is a misunderstanding. The 4 Student 
said 4 the spirit,’ and Dr. Hensoldt makes him say 4 mind, 
which need not be the same thing, by any means. We are 
in sympathy, however, with Dr. Hensoldt when he reverses 
the 4 Student’s ’ suggestion, and says that 4 matter has no 
positive existence ’: so that, instead of spirit being fine 
matter, matter is a manifestation of spirit. He says, truly:—

The moment we look upon the so-called ‘physical universe 
as a product of mind the great riddle is solved, and we behold 
order and symmetry where all before was chaos and confusion. 
4 Look within your own self ’ is the lesson of the Upanishads ; 
and no amount of materialistic research will unravel the world­
mystery.

Mind is the only reality has been the conclusion of the 
wisest of all times, and this is also the verdict of the highest 
Western philosophy.

The following is difficult to believe, but it is true. It 
is a pitiable revelation of the unnecessary brutality of what 
is called the 4 discipline ’ of the workhouse.

Thomas Spicer is a venerable-looking old man, and he is an 
inmate of the Bethnal Green Overflow Workhouse in Well­
street, Hackney. At tea-time on Sunday, Spicer was guilty of a 
heinous offence, and was led before the master and cautioned. 
He replied in rebellious terms and consequently figured before 
Mr. Lane at North London Police-court.

The heinous offence was—chatting with his neighbour.
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Mr. Lane: ‘Do you mean to say that the paupers must take 
their tea in dead silence ? *

The Official : ‘ Yes.’
Mr. Lane : ‘ But surely they can speak in a reasonable 

tone ? ’
The Official : ‘That would upset all discipline.’
The magistrate found it useless to try to work up moral 

indignation against a poor old man who had said to a neighbour, 
‘ Good day, how are you ? ’

Discharged.
Now what we persist in saying is that our Spiritualism 

would make this impossible. Why 1 Because it would 
recognise the profound practical truth that the main thing 
is the man, not his condition. Kings or beggars, princes 
or paupers, we are all immortal spirits, and stand alike, 
really equals, before God to-day. Remember that, ‘ guar­
dians of the poor ’ !

The huge majority of persons are so careless or so pre­
occupied, and the professional and vested interests are so 
powerful and persistent, that we may, any day, wake up 
and find some tricky law passed, on behalf of the medical 
profession, against personal liberty, and under the pretence 
of protecting the public. The danger of to-day is a proposal 
which is ’already afloat for the restraint of so-called ‘ un­
qualified’ doctors. The huge trade-union of the medical 
profession naturally wishes to put down the free lances, but 
it is very questionable whether the public would be 
advantaged by that. Many doctors are pliable and teach­
able, but the majority are as much bound to their formulas 
as any priest is to his ritual; and, for the public good, free / 
lances are really needed. We hope that any attempt to set 
up a medical priestcraft will be carefully watched and 
sturdily resisted. The spirited little ‘ Magnetic and Botanic 
Journal ’ is sensible on this subject when it says :—

No door should be shut on any school. Every kind of worker 
in the vineyard of healing should be allowed to practise. Per­
haps certain restrictions might be necessary, but certainly not 
restrictions laid down by rival competitors.

It was not long ago that the Homoeopathic physicians were 
under the ban in this country and had a hard time of it, but by 
perseverance and united effort, integrity, and the constant and 
consistent appeals to the common-sense of our legislature and 
their love of fair play, prevailed to a large extent, and apparently, 
open war does not exist between the Allopath and the Homoeo­
path, as was the case but a short time ago.

Then war was waged on women. Female doctors were reviled 
and scoffed at and scorned by the immaculate school, but to their 
honour be it recorded, the Homoeopaths so influenced public 
opinion as to compel the recognition of woman, the heaven-born 
nurse, as a natural minister to all the ills that flesh is heir to.

Fighting has, however, been kept up persistently with 
changes of pose, and to-day there are arrayed some Homoeopaths 
and women doctors, as well as Allopaths, against other men and 
women who seek to cure by other methods than theirs. This is 
all wrong, unmanly, unwomanly, narrow-gauged, selfish, un­
English. ‘ A fair field and no favour,’ is all that is asked, and 
ought to be the motto of us all. Let the best man win.

This is really the common-sense of it. We are probably 
on the eve of fresh departures in relation to the art of 
healing, and the last thing we want is any forceful arrest 
of experiment in, for instance, such directions as healing by 
suggestion and the laying on of hands. We do not want a 
law that would have made the first Christians liable to 
prosecution.

Conference Expenses Fund.—The following contributions 
have been received in addition to those already acknowledged:— 
Mr. James Robertson, £2 ; Mrs. Russell, £2 ; Rev. W. R. 
Tomlinson, £1 Is. ; Mr. Gilbert Elhot, £1 ; Mrs. S., £1 ; Mrs. 
Morgan (per Mr. J. J. Morse), 10s. ; Mr. C. Jacoby, 10s ; A 
Friend,5s.; Lieut. Boger, R.N.,5s.; Madame B.de Laversay, 5s.; 
Mr. J. Delves, 5s. ; Miss Porter, 5s. ; Mr. A. Colbeck, 3s. ; 
Mr. W. Hawes, 2s. fid. ; Mrs. Goodall, 2s. 6d. ; Mrs. H. Pears, 
2s. fid.

Back numbers of ‘ Light,’ for some years past, can be 
supplied for 2Ad. each, post free,

MORE FRENCH DIABOLISM.
An article in ‘ The Globe ’ of April 30th induces me to 

take up again the subject of French diabolism :—
Lovers of the occult sciences are looking forward to a strange 

libel case which will shortly come before the Paris tribunal. It 
is brought by a Mlle. Lucie Claraz against a fantastic publica­
tion called the ‘ Revue du Diable.’ The suit in itself is not of 
any importance, but it will be rendered curious and interesting 
by the production of a number of documents concerning the two 
mysterious sects known as Luciferism and Satanism.

‘ Satanism ’ I take to be the cultus that Mons. Huysman 
has recently described. I refrained from giving the title 
even of the novel which chiefly deals with it, as the details 
are insufferably gross. The object of the black Mass seems 
to be simply the incarnation of Satan in the form of a 
Eucharistic wafer, composed of every filthy substance con­
ceivable, including the minced baby. There is very little 
psychism about it. After the ceremony some of the con­
gregation become possessed, as in a revival meeting. It 
seems to me not so much a worship of Satan as an elaborate 
and puerile system of insult, not to Christ, scarcely to 
Christianity, an insult to the rites and priests of the 
Roman Catholic Church. How can anyone really believe 
that a fallen angel like Milton’s Satan would feel honoured 
by being compelled to incarnate in a mass of filth, which 
is afterwards subject to the grossest indignities ?

All things have a meaning at first. Let us see if any­
thing in the past throws a light upon this. One hundred 
years ago, and probably at the present time, just before 
the patriarch goes into the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem, 
at Easter, to bring out the miraculous fire, the temple is 
darkened, and the congregation bite, kick, and pinch each 
other not at all in pleasant sport. The meaning of this 
seems to be that during the nominal three days that Christ 
is supposed to lie in the tomb the world is given over to 
the powers of darkness. A similar idea seems to have been 
the basis of the old ‘ Feast of Fools.’ The students of the 
colleges elected a boy-bishop, and for some days occupied 
the cathedrals, intoning obscene and grotesque psalms, and 
making a farce of all holy rites. Mons. Alphonse Karr, in 
giving a sketch of this, says that after the Mass scenes so 
gross took place that they cannot be noticed in print. This 
seems, pin for pin, like Mons. Huysman’s Meeee Noire, It 
is to be remarked that all this was done with the sanction 
of the ecclesiastical authorities, who went so far as to rule 
that if the boy-bishop died during his tenure of office he 
was entitled to the same funereal honours as a real bishop. 
The coffin and sculptured monument of one of these boy­
bishops has been discovered in Salisbury Cathedral. The 
deacons of this functionary forcibly exacted money contri­
butions during the festival. The Eton Montem was a 
survival of all this, the Catholic deacons being changed to 
Protestant highwaymen.

The Luciferists seem to be descendants of the Hlumi- 
nate, who are sketched in my ‘ Modem Mystics and Modern 
Magic.’ But it is to be confessed that neither Saint Martin 
nor Lavater would have quite endorsed all this :—

Luciferism dates from the last century, and will be found 
mentioned in one of the works of Georges Sand. It is a kind of 
Manicheism. Lucifer is the eternal rival of Adonai, but the 
Luciferans, far from recognising in the all-powerful angel over­
thrown by Adonai the principle of evil opposed to the principle 
of good, adore in him the supernatural power which produces 
equilibrium, and renders unto nature the rights ignored by 
Adonai, the God of Christians. To Him life should be made up 
of sorrow, constraint, and mortification. He exacts from his 
followers the repression of all the faculties which form the joy 
and happiness of humanity. His cult is that of sacrifice. Lucifer, 
on the contrary, accords to humanity all its most legitimate 
desires. He allows it every joy and satisfaction, and guarantees 
the expansion of all its faculties, thereby making man free. 
What the AdoniVists call sin, we Luciferans call virtue, We 
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THE MATERIAL USE OF SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA.
On Monday evening, the 29th ult., at 2, Duke-street, 

Adelphi, Mr. J. J. Morse delivered an address under the above 
title to the members and friends of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance, Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, the President of the Alliance, 
occupying the chair.

After some introductory remarks by the President, Mr. J. J. 
Morse, under influence, said :—-In undertaking to address you 
this evening, friends, on the subject of the ‘ Material Use of 
Spiritual Phenomena,*  we are conscious, of course, that the 
possible interpretation to be placed on the subject selected may 
be the purely monetary value that may be attachable to, or that 
may ultimately accrue from, such phenomena in relation to the 
practical business of daily life. Such considerations (the lecturer 
continued) applied to some extent to the Spiritualism of to-day> 
inasmuch as what was known as ‘ professional mediumship * 
was a matter well recognised amongst Spiritualists. He 
desired, however, to disabuse the minds of those present of the 
idea that he intended to look at the question from what might 
be deemed a sordid and selfish point of view. The realities 
that passed current in the shape of phenomena exceeded in 
value all the money that could be computed. They were of 
transcendent importance to the human race in every department 
of life ; but it was the purpose of the lecturer that evening to 
deal with them in relation to the great questions affecting human 
interests on the material side of being. The presence and 
operation of spirits in the experiences of human life opened up 
a wide source of inquiry in regard to the possibilities inherent 
in the constitution of nature and of man, and were vital issues 
in relation to religion, science, morals, and personal develop­
ment. The first consideration to be dealt with was a very old 
and necessary point. What were the relations that existed 
between the natural and the spiritual worlds ? For unless they 
could have some clear and definite understanding on that 
particular issue, it would be impossible to arrive at a correct 
solution of the problems presented. It was desirable 
that they should dismiss from their minds any idea of 
separateness and discreteness between the two existences. 
It was a fallacy to suppose that on the one side they had a spirit 
universe altogether distinct in character, nature, and environ­
ment from that on the other side—the material one. So long 
as the idea of this separateness obtained there was always the 
risk of miracle being appealed to as an explanation of any 
natural phenomenon that could not otherwise be accounted for. 
The adoption of the theory of miracle only tended to expose 
the ignorance of those who used it to explain the manifestations 
of that which should be of a piece in every department of its 
operations, always supposing that the word ‘ universe * was 
sufficiently elastic to cover all—spiritual and natural—differing 
sides of the one same reality. Accepting this explanation, then, 
the idea of discreteness or separateness might be conveniently 
dismissed, and we might find that the relationship of the two 
existences was a matter of natural conditioning, of normal 
law and principle. The translation known as death would, 
as a consequence, be seen to be a purely natural transi­
tion from the one plane into the other plane. It was not a 
taking out of one condition and putting into another ; but 
a progressive continuation of life begun here, which is, so to 
speak, further unfolded by the process of death, and fitted for the 
side of the universe known as the spirit side. Admitting this 
hypothesis, that there was, parallel to this ordinary life, another 
and subjective life, it was conceivable that, under certain condi­
tions, the consciousness of the human being might alternate 
between the two states. Under certain circumstances a human 
being might be normally related to the physical side of the 
universe ; under other conditions, he might be normally related to 
the spiritual side; and in each of these degrees or planes of being 
the necessary faculties or organs were brought into play, as the 
occasion required. The duality of man’s nature was thereby 
implied, and if we implied this duality of nature and relationships 
we must of course imply a duality of states of being. 
If man was a duality in nature there must be 
a duality in the universe for his duality to be 
related to, and under certain circumstances it might be 
that normally he was conscious on the one plane and normally 
unconscious on the other. Herein was to be found an ex­
planation of the experiences common to many people who have 
a vague consciousness of leading a double life. They were the 
subjects of a variety of impressions during sleep which, im­

perfectly comprehended on Waking, iieVertherless left a very 
definite impression on the waking consciousness. This 
did not imply a duality of consciousness or a duality of 
personality ; it simply indicated that the personality was operant 
on different planes at different times. Here the lecturer made a 
slight digression by dealing with the sensations of the spirit after 
final separation from the physical body. It frequently happened 
that a spirit, on looking around after its translation from material 
conditions, was surprised by the apparent familiarity of its 
new dwelling place. This feeling was due to the circumstance 
that, during sleep, the temporal or physical consciousness being 
withdrawn, the consciousness became operative on the spiritual 
plane through the spirit organisation ; and, becoming per­
sonally related to the spirit state, the external consciousness 
did not register the impressions received. When the subjective 
personality became, by death, the objective personality, the 
impressions received by the spirit during the sleep of the body 
became part of its conscious experience. This experience of 
the spirit on entering the spirit world, therefore, was an indica­
tion of the alternate action of the consciousness on differing 
planes of manifestation, so tjiat man might sometimes gain a 
familiarity with the spirit world during sleep, just as in his 
waking hours he gained a knowledge of his physical surround­
ings. It would be suggested, perhaps, that as this was possible 
(though unconsciously so) to the average individual, it might be 
wise and useful to cultivate that possibility so that it 
would become a function operated by the intelligent will 
itself. Such an idea, however, the lecturer would be inclined to 
discountenance. At present this particular experience was, in 
a sense, abnormal, and should be confined to its legitimate 
expression during sleep. By and by, when the race had pro­
gressed beyond its present grade of development, and, in the 
course of evolution, had unfolded certain latent psychical 
functions, it would be able to exercise this faculty without any 
of the strain on the nervous and vital forces which its deliberate 
volitional operation would now entail. It might be asked : 
‘ If it is unwise to exercise such a power, is it not equally 
unwise to permit spirits to control and exercise the subjective 
side of our nature ? * To this question the lecturer would reply : 
‘Yes; to some extent.’ Mediumship was not an experience 
for everybody. People who thought they would like to be 
mediums were often hastily rushing in where wise folk would 
be afraid to tread. But there were certain people in whom these 
subjective powers were of a kind normally fitted for the intelligent 
manipulation and exercise by spirit beings, although even then 
their use was frequently attended with a certain amount of 
distress and disturbance. These special persons were easily 
controlled or directed through their psychical powers, by the 
spirit people. They were the^nstruments whereby the spirit 
world sought to combat the doubts, difficulties, and errors of 
thought concerning spiritual realities which prevailed in the 
material world, which it was necessary that spirits should 
counteract. These mediums must be the world’s conscripts. 
They must bear and suffer and do, that men might be freed 
from the errors of the ages and the darkness of the times. Yet 
at the present time even mediumship, under its happiest and 
best conditions, still remained more or less an abnormal 
experience.

Let us (said the speaker) consider what is meant by the term 
spiritual phenomena. It had been objected that the term was a 
misnomer ; and, logically, perhaps, exception might be taken to 
its use. Spiritual phenomena were objective realities produced 
in the material world, the primal cause of them being the in­
telligent operator in the spirit world ; and in that sense only 
could they be called spiritual phenomena. Logically and 
definitively speaking, they were phenomena produced in the 
material world by spirit beings. The question next arose, how 
was it that spirits dwelling in the spirit world had sufficient 
control over matter to produce objective evidences of them­
selves in the material world. The crux of the question was the 
relationship subsisting between the two states of being. If it 
were conceded that these two states of being were not separate 
and discrete, but coterminous, correlated, intersphering with 
each other, and each a portion of the great whole, the difficulty 
of communication between the two states vanished at once, and 
all that had been said concerning the alternations of 
the human consciousness on the two planes of being 
became an important part of the considerations involved 
in the study of spiritual phenomena. ’ Just a trifle 
of philosophy (said the lecturer) was needed in an 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents, a nd 

sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose of pre­
senting views that may elicit discussion.]

The Mahatma Puzzle.
Sir,—I am as much in need as Mr. Gilbert Elliot of the 

evidence for the existence of Mahatmas which he so urgently 
demands ; but I would ask him what kind of evidence can be 
given, and what facts, which it is permissible to disclose, would 
be satisfactory ? It appears to me, by all accounts of those who 
profess to have seen these shadowy gentlemen, that one of the 
conditions of their appearance is that nothing shall be reported 
concerning them which is capable of satisfying outsiders. All 
who have seen them treat their communications as holy secrets, 
which they have no right to disclose ; consequently their very 
existence can only be known by those who are pledged to 
secrecy in regard to all the essential proofs of that existence. 
This is a very perplexing situation. But it is a conceivable one. 
The question then is, how far anyone can penetrate into 
Theosophic lore without the help of this belief, or of the know­
ledge which is so communicated. This is like asking a person 
to swim who has never taken a header into any waters. The 
puzzle seems to me insoluble. What do the initiated say ? 
Why do not Mrs. Besant and those of her cult take up this 
side of the case and tell us how much they expect us to believe 
without evidence, and what reasons, without objective evidence, 
can be sufficient to prove such very hard facts ?

Robert M. Theobald.

‘ Mrs. Besant’s Facts?
SiR?—J confess to a feeling of irritation when reading Mrs. 

Besant’s address. I do not believe in re-incarnation in the flesh. 
Once I am out of this body, in accordance with natural law and 
circumstances not controllable by my will, I would prefer to 
find myself in some form adapted to my greater freedom. I do 
not think a man can ever become perfect on this planet, or on 
any planet in the wide infinity of worlds, or systems in infinite 
space. We read ‘the Mahatma,’ or ‘ Great Spirit.’ was a ?nan 
who had become perfect, who had reached union with the Divine. 
What value in this estimate of comparison between finite man 
and the Infinite-Divine Person has the term ‘ perfect ’ here, in 
Mrs. Besant’s address ? I am only a poor groper turned sixty 
years of age. My days of toil began in 1841-2, and my lot in 
life has been one of mixed joys and sorrows ; mostly sorrows, 
because of circumstances similar to those which have been the 
lot of most people. But brief moments of joyous aspiration and 
encouragement have been mine ; and, in the light of experience, 
I have gone up a step at a time and found rest for my spiritual 
feet. Lights and shades make life’s pictures seem ‘ natural.’ I 
do not want to be ‘perfect.’ There seems, to my mind, the most 
heavenly destiny in store for those who have the prospect of 
something higher to climb to or aim at eternally. This 
‘ Mahatma ’ craze has nothing practical about it. Why don’t 
these ‘ perfect ’ men come more to the front ? Are there three 
sane persons in existence who can solemnly declare they have 
ever seen a ‘ perfect ’ man—one who can prove himself imbued 
with all knowledge, power, and present every-where-ness? Pardon 
the last word; it is as sensibly constructed as the word Ma-hat-ma.

It seems as sensible to argue that every tiny animacule 
building its lime castle in water must be time after time re­
incarnated—and so on with every entity of larger growth up to 
the elephant—in order to reach perfection after their kind 
on this planet ! „

My standpoint is that there is no proof offered us ; there 
are no facts, but there seems no end of arguments based on pure 
assumption. There are gradations unnumbered between the 
minute life whose little universe may be circumscribed, so to 
say, in a tiny globe of water, and the man with the highest 
physical, mental, and spiritual endowments on this little world 
called Earth. But the gradations imaginable between a man so 
endowed and the All Wise, Omnipotent, Infinite Presence are 
inconceivably greater, by reason that the part, however great, 
can never equal the Whole. Practically we cannot conceive of 
a ‘perfect’ man.  John Lord.

Eternal Progress.
—We are getting on. On Sunday last I heard a popular 

Archdeacon, in the diocese of an enlightened Bishop, finish his 
sermon with the following words : ‘ The resurrection of eternal
progress.’ ‘ Miror.’

Fraudulent Mediumship.

Sir,—Much has been said and written about fraudulent 
mediums and the mischief that is done to Spiritualism through 
them. What if there were no apparent cheating, or tendency 
that way ? Should we be better off ? Should we satisfy our 
minds, by the process of sifting evidence, of the realities we 
now value ? Would not the exceptional honesty make us 
alternately credulous and suspicious of everything that came to 
us claiming origin from an unseen world ?

We should rightly conclude that, as you are sure there is a 
thief at every street corner, almost in every shop or car you 
enter, so there must sometimes be dishonesty in dealings with 
strangers between whom and oneself there is no ground, neces­
sarily, of common fellowship.

The only way to avoid being made victims of fraud is to 
withhold our judgment until it is satisfied that no loophole 
remains for doubt. It matters little what a medium does, so 
long as we hold fast to that principle. The pace we travel in 
our investigations may be slow, but it is, at least, sure ; and 
the few gems in the mass of rock that each person must work 
for himself, if he is to get any results worth having, will well 
reward him for years of toil in patience and humility.

It ought to be recognised that fraud is practised from 
motives other than money gain. Vanity in its various forms ; 
love of notoriety ; the desire of being considered an exception­
ally gifted individual ; amusement in the game of fooling, and 
other sources of action, lead to a great deal that is mischievous 
in our private circles. The mischief, however, lies more in the 
fooled than in the actor. If all of us refused assent to anything 
that is not absolutely good evidence, there would soon, in my 
opinion, be a practical end of cheating mediums. M.A.I.

The Scarcity of Mediums.

SiR|—Permit me to say that, in my opinion, persons wishing 
for phenomena and proofs should set to work themselves and 
try with a Ouija board, under the guidance of some experienced 
Spiritualist. The Ouija is a most wonderful aid for developing 
mediums. I, for my part, have found a number of mediums 
who now can use the board successfully. Some do not need to 
use Ouija any longer, as the spirits now respond mentally—or 
by automatic writing with a pencil. Of course, all these 
persons were convinced as soon as they were successful. I have 
remarked that those who have a strong desire to learn about 
Spiritualism are mediums, and are prompted by their spirit­
guides to study and inquire. Before using Ouija, a prayer 
should always be said for protection against evil influences.

For the first few months all mediums who use Ouija, or a 
pencil, or any other method, require to be denuujnMsed after 
the stance. A few passes should be made downwards over the 
arm or hand. This is absolutely necessary to remove the 
numbness or pain that is felt by the medium. If the head feels 
heavy, one should blow on the forehead, or make a few passes 
till all uneasiness is removed. The mediums who do not pay 
attention to these rules will remain with their pain for a long 
time, and not know why they suffer. It is the excess of vital 
fluid concentrated by the spirits and brought to one point, that 
is necessary for moving the hand automatically on the board, 
and causes the pain afterwards in the hand. Some mediums 
who begin are often put into a cataleptic state, wholly or 
partially, by spirits, but the medium can be relieved by magnetic 
passes. Catalepsy brought on by trying to communicate with 
spirits is caused by the great amount of vital fluid displaced by 
them, and, as I have been told, by spirits who are not expert in 
the manner in which the fluids should be used. Everything 
comes progressively, and spirits must learn to use our vitality 
very exactly, and restore the proper equilibrium to our faculties 
when they leave. But this is never achieved till the medium 
is well developed.

Therefore, mediums who begin should not study alone, as 
they cannot help themselves should anything happen. If the 
arm feels stiff or cataleptic, the fluid should be drawn off first 
from the tips, then from the hand, which gradually loosens ; 
then from the arm, until all feels well again. The legs should 
be magnetised down if they are stiff. I have seen mediums who 
were as if nailed to their seats ; they could not move from right 
to left after having been in communication with their guides. 
Magnetism was indispensable to remove this state, and nothing 
else is needed. In some old accounts of table-turning we read 
of persons who were forming a circle with hands on the table 
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