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‘The Humanitarian’ for April is a ‘taking’ number.
The article by St. John Bullen on ‘Problems concerning
the prevention of insanity ’ specially interests us, partly be-
cause of some slightly sinister remarks concerning ¢ the
better weeding of the insane members of the population.’
As to this, the doctors and experts need watching. This
remark about the improved weeding of the insane should
be carefully placed by the side of the current remark that
insanity is on the increase. It is perfectly true that the
lunacy trade has been looking up, and that ‘the total ex-
penditure incurred by the nation on behalf of its pauper
lunatics is enormous,’” but that need not prove real increase
of lunacy. It probably only means that people are less
tolerant and reticent,that they are more ready to get rid of
their weak relatives, that the ¢ weeding ’is more thorough,
and that, as we say, the trade is looking up because it is
well looked after.

We confess we do not like such a sentence as this:
¢ Persons becoming insane should once and for all be isolated
from the sane population.” It is only stated by Mr. Bullen
as one of several ¢propositions which have been put for-
ward,” and he only partially adopts it ; but it has an ugly
look. Still less do we like this ugly sentence: ¢ It is open
to serious discussion whether the lower grade of congenital
mental weakness might not, when thrown upon the rates,
with advantage be subjected to a painless death’ (but it is
printed ‘pain to a less death ’!). That ‘when thrown upon
the rates’ is rather horrible.  You may live till you come
on the parish; then we will put you to death rather than
burden the ratepayers !

Mr. Bullen does not hope much from curative treat-
ment. Nor do we--from treatment in asylums. The
tendency of life in an asylum is to confirm insanity.
The spiritual atmosphere, the associations, the constant
contact with the enemy, the sights, the sounds, the disci-
pline, the stupid life, the being treated as insane, all tend
to confirm the malady ; and this writer does not help us.
In truth, the hand of the trader is only too visible. He
almost winds up with the suggestion that as science pro-
gresses we shall have fbetter grounds for authoritative
opinion as to the needful limitations of the absurd liberty
of the subject.’” The sentence is, we confess, enigmatical ;
but it might be well taken in the sinister sense of the
industrious ¢ weeder,’ and it is Ae we need to watch and
restrain.

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 8PIRITUALISTS.

The Committee appointed to carry out the necessary
arrangements for the approaching Conference ask attention
to the following notices :—

The meetings for deliberation and discussion have been
announced as public, and, therefore, no tickets are needed
for admission.

Tickets for admission to the Conversazione are now ready,
and will be forwarded to the secretaries of societies on
application. It is, however, specially requested that they
will not cause tickets to be wasted by asking for more than
will certainly be used. For further particulars see the full
programme in our advertisement pages.

Visitors to the Conversazione will be received, on entrance,
by members of a committee appointed for the purpose, who
will do their best to give them introductions to friends
present whose acquaintance they may desire to make.

Contributions towards the Conference Expenses Fund
should be made payable to Mr. H. Withall, the treasurer.

All communications should be addressed to the Pre-
sident of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 2, Duke-street,
Adelphi.

—— - -—

AGENTS FOR °‘ LigHT.—We shall be grateful if our friends
will kindly supply us with the names and addresses of any news-
vendors or others, whether in London or the country, who
either keep * LigHT’ for sale, or are willing to do so,

LIGHT.,.
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MRS. BESANT AND THE MAHATMAS.

The large audience that assembled at St. James’s Hall on
Saturday evening last was a testimony to the almost painful
expectation which Mrs. Besant’s promised lecture on the
‘ Mahatmas as Facts and as Ideals’ had evoked. It is needless
to remark that much of this expectancy had been awakened by
Mr. Garrett’s disclosures in the ¢ Westminster Gazette,’ and the
critical dissertations of Mr. W. Emmette Coleman in various
English and American periodicals. It may, however, be frankly
said at the outset that the lecture, as a ‘reply’ to these attacks
upon Theosophy, was a disappointment. We expected some-
thing that, if it did not silence the assailants, would at least
give them pause. We had a superb piece of oratory, made up
of perfectly-balanced periods, brilliant and sustained rhetoric,
and a small proportion of argument of a general and abstract
nature. Of concrete examples, practical instances of the truth
of Mrs. Besant’s contentions, there was virtually nothing.

MEz. A. P. SINNETT, who occupied the chair, referred to his
lengthy acquaintance with Theosophy, and stated that the op-
portunities he had, when first writing about occult matters, of
communicating with the Mahatmas had not faded out as the
years had gone by, nor been in any way impaired by damaging
circumstances.

MRs. BEsaNT, in commencing her address, alluded to the
events that had happened in connection with the Theosophic
movement since her last appearance before a public audience in
England. There had, she said, been much of attack, much of
difficulty, and much of disturbance. While in the Antipodes
she had heard a rumour of so-called exposure and of virulent
abuse ; and on returning to India on her way home she had
gained more of the particulars ; but she was still too far away
then to take effective part in the struggle, and, bound by other
duties, was unable to come at once to the land where the struggle
raged the hardest. She had chosen the subject of Mahatmas
because it was the one around which the battle had been hottest,
and she had taken the double title because there were many who
knew the Mahatma not as a fact, but to whom the ideal was
valuable, precious, and inspiring. Not every member of the
Theosophic Society believed in the existence of Mahatmas ;
nevertheless there were many who knew that the existence of
these great teachers was a fact. As one of those who had received
evidence of that fact, she was there that evening to speak—not
in the name of the society, but in the name of herself
and others who shared her convictions on the subject, and
to place before the audience what she believed to be evidence
on the subject. She was there for the sake of truth, for
the ideals of the race could not be lightly outraged or
denied. These ideals of the Mahatmas had been derided ; the
very name ‘ Mahatma’ had been a subject of ridicule—yet it
was but the Sancrit term for ¢great spirit.” The laughter,
derision, and foolish talk which had gathered around the name,
were a danger to a great ideal, for there was not one great
religion that had elevated the minds of men, and led them to a
knowledge of the spiritual life and possibilities of their nature,
that had not been founded on the belief in divine men. Every
great religion had been founded on this ideal, and looked
backward for its teacher to a man who was divine in his
life. Round this ideal gathered the future fate of humanity,
for unless man was a spiritual being, unless he had
within himself the possibility of spiritual unfoldment, unless
there was some evidence available that men had become perfect,
and that the possibility of such perfection was not only a dream
of the future but a possibility already realised, then the hopes
of men rested on no foundation, the longings of men after
perfection had in them no certainty of fulfilment. The Mahat-
ma was & man who had become perfect, who had reached union
with the Divine, who had attained the highest possibilities of
spiritual unfoldment, and who stood triumphant where we were
struggling to-day. What (asked Mrs. Besant) should be the
line of her evidence? She proposed, first, to suggest that the
theory was a probable theory on the lines of natural evolution.
That, very briefly, would lead the way to positive evidence. Then
she proposed to turn to the evidence for the existence of these
perfected, divine men in the past, and afterwards to come on
from that to the evidence of their existence in the present.
Finally she would show how it was possible for men to become
perfect, by giving a slight sketch of * the methods by which the
divine man becomes.” To take first the theory that it was in
itself probable, and accordant with our knowledge of nature as
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“And in your opinion the right road is —°

‘The frank admission that we are ‘‘ surrounded with a great
cloud of witnesses,” and that what we call ‘‘death” is simply
the passing on to join them.’

‘And you think they influence us ?’

‘ Immensely more than any of us imagine.’

* And can, at times, make their presence known ?’

¢ Certainly ; that is, perhaps, the special testimony of our
Society. We hold that we have proofs. We do not live by
hearsays and theories. There are hundreds of thousands of
shrewd and credible witnesses in all parts of the world who say,
‘““ We know.”’

‘How could I know ?’

‘Not easily. ¢ Seek, and you shall find.”’

‘Is yours the only society of the kind in England ?’

‘By no means. There are several others in London, and
some very strong societies in the North of England ; and look at
this—a list of the meetings for next Sunday only—three long
columns of very close print containing only the names of
places and speakers. By the way, take that with you, and
this—the particulars of our ‘‘ May meetings” in London next
month. It might surprise some people who fancy we are only
a handtul of bogie-seekers in a cellar.’

‘ Thanks, and now what is the use of Spiritualism, anyway ¢’

‘ I cannot answer that question in any better way than by
quoting a concluding paragraph in a sort of confession of mine,
spoken in 1889. Here it is in *‘ LigHT ” : ¢* What has Spirit-
ualism done for us ? It has lifted from us for ever the fear of
an eternal hell, and of an angry and vindictive God ! It has
softened our sorrow when a dearly-loved one has stepped behind
the veil | It has swept away from us the apprehension that
when the last great change has come to us we shall be destined
to the dismal and unwelcome occupation of a perpetual psalmody !
It has opened up to us the cheerful prospect that in the higher
life, if faithful to our trust, we shall be actively engaged in varied
spiritual uses to our fellows ! It has, in short, brightened our
present life by the assurance that our ultimate destinies are in
the hands of One whose design is our highest good and happi-
ness, and whose purposes we ourselves cannot for ever frus-
trate !’ I said that six years ago, but it never seemed more
assuredly true than it does to-day.’

PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY.

By EbpiNa.

FURTHER EXPERIMENTS WITH MR. DUGUID.

As mentioned in my letter which appeared in your issue of
April 20th, we have recently had another sitting for psychic
photographs with Mr. Duguid. This took place at my house in
Edinburgh and was given by Mr. Duguid at my earnest solicita-
tion in view of the discussion now going on on the subject.
Before dealing with it in detail, however, it is necessary to state
that we communicated in the ‘usual way ' with our daughter’s
control (Professor Sandringham) and received from him (through
her) specific instructions as to the construction of a cabinet by
means of a folding screen and a curtain,in which he suggested the
sitters should be placed—not concealed—but merely sitting at
the opening ; and which, he stated, might enable the psychic
forms more easily to ¢ build up ’ behind the sitters. This cabinet
was accordingly got, and used during the séance.

The sitting began at 2 p.m. and lasted till 5 p.m. Five
persons were present during the earlier portion of the séance,
but a sixth came into the room and remained there during the
last hour. The day was bright and clear, and we used the same
room as that in which all our former and successful experiments
have been made. Mr. Duguid brought his own camera from
Glasgow ; but my friend (the professional gentleman before
referred to) had also his instrument with him, and at his request
it was used.

Fi1rsT EXPERIMENT.

The sitter was my clairvoyant daughter, and she was placed
in the front of the cabinet before referred to, while Mr. Duguid
sat close to her right side. The dry plates were provided by
my friend and kept in his sole custody throughout. Three
plates were in succession put into the slide, introduced into the
camera, and taken away and developed. All this was done by
the gentleman before referred to, and Mr. Duguid never moved
from his position. The result was nil—nothing but the form of
the sitter appeared on the negatives.
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SEcoOND EXPERIMENT.

Mr. Duguid then suggested that he should lay his hands on
those of my daughter, provided two plates were held by her.
Mr. —— then brought two plates, wrapped in brown paper,gave
themm to Mr. Duguid, who handed them to our clairvoyant,
and she held them for ten minutes. Mr, Duguid then placed
his hands over hers for another ten minutes, and handed the
plates to Mr. ——, who took them to the dark room for develop-
ment. Result : Two separate psychic forms, as shown in the
photographs marked Nos. 1 and 2, herewith sent.

THIRD EXPERIMENT.

Two more plates were in succession exposed by my friend in
his own camera, and thereafter developed. The conditions and
sitters were as in Experiment No. 1. Result : Nil.

FourRTH EXPERIMENT.

Two more plates were (as in Experiment No. 2) handed to
Mr. Duguid, enclosed in brown paper. He, in turn, handed
them to my daughter. The procedure, as in No. 2, was re-
peated, my friend again developing the negatives. Result : The
two psychic forms, or appearances produced, being photographs
Nos. 3 and 4 sent herewith. -

Mr. Duguid informed me at this juncture that my daughter
possessed very great magnetic power, as he felt during both
these ‘ hand experiments’ the unseen forces directly at work
on the plates, through both his hand and hers, at the same
instant of time. As soon as she was alone I questioned her on
this point, in such a manner as not to show what Mr. Duguid
had told me, and she at once informed me that she had felt the
same sensations as those described by him, and at the same
instant of time.

FirrH EXPERIMENT.

We were all pretty well satisfied by this time that ¢ our
ghosts ' had disappeared, and as there were some dry plates left,
I asked Mr. Duguid to take my photograph, telling him
jocularly that he would find no ghosts near me, as I am not the
least susceptible to magnetic influences. My friend put a plate
in a slide for him, and on this occasion Mr. Duguid used his
own camera. Nothing came but my face and figure. Mr.
Duguid next suggested that my wife should sit and be photo-
graphed. She consented, and another plate was given to him
and exposed in his camera. When he took it out, my friend
had by this time left to fulfil a business engagement, so I accom-
panied Mr. Duguid to the dark room, and saw him put the
plate in the ¢ bath.” We then adjourned for tea, and when we
had finished I went with him to the dark room and saw him .
take the plate out of the bath. On careful examination there was
found (in addition to my wife’s portrait) written at the bottom
of the plate the words ‘ Your F.,” which we take to mean a
message from our boy to his mother, as his clairvoyant sister
heard him singing in the room during the séance. This photo
is also sent herewith and marked No. 5. All these photographs
are open to the inspection of any person who may choose to
call at the office of ¢ LicHT ' to see them.

Mr. Duguid took no hand in these experiments beyond
what I have indicated, and was under observation throughout
the entire séance.

Regarding the psychic forms produced on the four plates
‘held in the hands,’ as before stated, I have, after a careful
examination of them, come to the conclusion that one of these
is a minute but very distinct portrait of the ¢ Cyprian Priestess,’
so often discussed in these columns. Another we consider to be a
small portrait of ¢ Geordie,’ one of Mrs. Mellon's controls, having
on his head the Kilmarnock bonnet he wore when he
materialised in my house in September, 1890. This photo 1s
not so distinct as we would like, owing to a scratch on one side
of the face before development. My friend got a previous por-
trait of ¢ Geordie ’ through Mr. Duguid’s mediumship and under
test conditions, in Glasgow, some considerable time since, and
I trust ere this article is in print to be able to forward a copy
of this prior photograph to the Editor of ‘ LigHT " for compari-
son. As regards the remaining two negatives (Nos. 3 and 4)
they appeared, before being printed, to disclose a face, dim and
shadowy, with drapery, but my friend has done his best to
print these off, without very satisfactory results, as shown in
the photographs. He also informs me that the task of
printing these from plates which had never passed through the
camera, was infinitely harder than the printing of ordinary
photographs ; but he has done the most he could to bring out
all the results achieved. He intends having another sitting
with Mr. Duguid in the course of a few days, and in all prob-
ability may give the results of it in person at the coming
Conference in London, when I trust the whole subject will
receive full and ¢reverent’ discussion.
























