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was thought best to remove it.’ I had never seen this place 
before, or knew anything of the tree, or the circumstances con­
nected with its removal. I thought this incident peculiar, and 
wondered how the ghost of a tree could be sensed as an 
existent thing on the atmosphere. Since then I have learned 
that the spiritual embodiment of the tree had as much right to 
exist as our owrn spiritual body. Several incidents of the same 
kind have taken place since that time, and I conclude that 
nothing exists materially but has a spiritual counterpart.

Truly, we are living in a woi ld of wonders : and we need 
to remember the apostolic injunction to entertain strangers, 
as some have thereby entertained angels unawares. And 
this Is as true of ideas as of persons.

4 The Bombay Guardian’ puts an old rumour into the 
following circumstantial story : —i

Elias Howe almost beggared himself before he discovered 
where the eye of the needle of a sewing machine should be 
located. It is probable that there are very few persons who 
knew how’ it came about. His original idea was to follow' 
the model of the ordinary needle, and have the eye at the 
heel. It never occurred to him that it should be placed near 
the point, and he might have failed altogether if he had 
not dreamed he was building a sewing machine for a savage 
king in a strange country. Just as in his actual w'aking 
experience, he was rather perplexed about the needle’s 
eye. He thought the king gave him twenty-four hours 
to complete the machine and make it sew. If not 
finished in that time, death wras to be the punishment. Howe 
worked and worked, and puzzled and puzzled, and finally 
gave it up. Then he thought he was taken out to be executed. 
He noticed that the warriors carried spears that were pierced 
near the head. Instantly came the solution of the difficulty, 
and while the inventor was begging for time he awoke. It was 
four o’clock in the morning. He jumped out of bed, ran to his 
workshop, and by nine a needle with an eye at the point had 
been rudely modelled. After that it was easy. This is the true 
story of an important incident in the invention of the sewing 
machine.

It is not only difficult, it is impossible, to see how this 
dream could be the product of the baffled inventor’s own 
mind. The dream seems to have been invented in order to 
put the notion of the needle into his head.

4 The Progressive Thinker ’ has a tremendously lengthy 
and a tremendously strong article on fraudulent and 
simpering Spiritualists. It calls for robust sobriety and 
homely sense, and seems to have no patience left for the 
uneducated speakers 4 under control ’ who 4 for an hour or 
more pour forth a string of words, without pith or point, 
and nothing practical from beginning to end,’ and are, 
notwithstanding, ‘inflated with unbounded egotism.’ We 
think that a great deal might be said on the other side. 
The whole article is a sort of vigorous north-easter ; but, if 
we are in health, it will do us no harm — but good. The con­
clusion is wholesome, anyhow v•

Spiritualism is here as a natural fact, and is based upon the 
principles of nature. It is here without any reference what­
ever to the gods, devils, and saviours of ancient mythology—in 
fact, it is here in spite of them, and has come to stay. This 
being the case, we ask in all candour, what has all this eccle­
siastical mummery to do with it ?
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

We are pleased to note that the very thoughtful 
4 Religio-Philosophical Journal’ is carrying out its resolve 
to give more prominence to well-attested spiritual and 
psychical experiences. A late number contains valuable 
contributions from 1A lawyer1 and ‘ A physician ’: the first 
giving experiences in automatic writing; the second an 
account of a remarkable somnambulist and clairvoyant,— 
not an agreeable case by any means, but full of instruction. 
We shall learn some day how to welcome and how to 
utilise these unpleasant cases of mediumship. They have 
much to teach us.

Another interesting feature of the * i * * 4 Religio-Philosophical 
Journal ’ is the piecing together of letters from inquirers, 
with comments. We think there is much to be done in this 
direction. People, as a rule, do not write letters on these 
occult themes until the thing written about is 4 in the air ’: 
and, as a rule, every letter so written voices some experi­
ence or some question for many. The blending of such 
letters into a whole, by contemplating them from one point 
of view, and the attempt to throw upon them all an 
elucidating light, could only be a very useful undertaking. 
Will our own readers take the hint, and send us very freely 
any thought, question, or difficulty that may occur to them 1

A letter from one who has been * a thoroughly orthodox 
Methodist ’ is an ideal one. We want personal experiences 
telling the story of personal awakening and guidance into 
the light. What was it that rescued, uplifted, strengthened, 
and gave courage and hope 1 There are many paths, many 
guides, many saviours: and it would be profitable to hear 
from those who have found them. There are many sorrows, 
disappointments, and dark places also : and we need to hear 
of these. We urge our readers to give us their experiences.

Has a tree a spirit ? A writer in 4 The New Age’ thinks 
it must have. He has seen it. The story is a pretty one

While on a visit to London, I was asked by a Mr. S. to call 
upon him at his home in a town some miles from the city. He 
lived in a detached villa, with a large garden at the back of it. 
We had just got there when he asked me to have a look at his 
garden, so I went out along with his wife and himself. But no 
sooner had I stepped on to the plot of grass immediately adjoin­
ing the house than, right on the upper edge of this plot, I 
thought I saw a large and beautiful fruit tree, covered entirely 
with white blossom ; and, on walking nearer to it, I found the 
tree dissolve away, and actually no tree was there. I was so 
astonished at this phantom spectacle that I spoke about it to 
Mr. S., and immediately both he and his wife exclaimed, 4 That is 
extraordinary, as there actually stood there, on the very spot, 
a large fruit tree, which was cut down and taken away a month 
ago, as it never bore fruit, but was at springtime a mass of 
blossom ; but its branches overhung the grass plot so that it
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We believe that the time has fully come to sift the chaff from 
the wheat, and to demand honest methods, in consonance with 
the philosophy of Spiritualism. We need less assumption and 
more scientific analysis. When our Spiritualism is founded 
upon this rock, it will withstand the shock of the ages, and our 
Spiritualism will not ooze out of our fingers’ ends when we make 
the discovery that some so-called medium is simply a charlatan 
and impostor.

We want less sailing among the clouds and planets, and need 
to get down to practical business, right here on earth.

Finally, we must demand integrity in mediumship, and 
character in all our workers, whether in the séance-room or on 
the rostrum. To this it must come at last, if we would preserve 
our self-respect and gain the respect of others.

Cremation is gaining ground. ‘ The Banner of Light ’ 
says that the Massachusetts Crematory had eighty-seven 
cremations in the first year ; and adds :—

The facts so far shown are sufficiently convincing that the 
disposition of human remains by cremation is steadily growing 
in favour in the community. And, indeed, why should it not ? 
There is every convincing reason for the prevalence of the prac­
tice. Human sentiment escapes all the horrors associated with 
the grave ; it is a purer method of disposing of human remains ; 
the health of others is better assured by it; and heat performs its 
purifying office at once, instead of waiting for the years to 
accomplish it.

It is indeed ‘high time to awake out of sleep.’ We 
have been drifting, in our novels, our plays, and even our 
sermons, to a Hell of our own devising. The Churches, 
which, to so great an extent, worry about doctrines and 
rituals and ceremonies, have added their portion to ‘ the 
horrible pit and the miry clay ’ into which Society is sink­
ing. We want mercilessly rousing. In America this is 
being discovered and the remedy is being applied. A New’ 
York paper, ‘The Christian Advocate,’ says :—

A few weeks ago a man high in the Church, closely connected 
with all of its benevolent operations, was found to be a defaulter. 
He had robbed widows and orphans for years, had absolutely 
broken up one bank and paralysed another, and then he shot 
himself. His former pastor returned to the city where these 
deeds occurred, publicly spoke of his magnanimity and liberality, 
and intimated that ‘his tragic death expiated his possible mistake.’

The old brutality of a hopeless Hell was morally purer 
than that. What would such a man as John Knox have 
said of this religious scoundrel, and of his pastor ? Truly we 
want teachers like John Knox now. ‘ The time is come for 
judgment to begin at the House of God.’

INSPIRATIONAL MUSIC.

What is the art of the poet, the painter, the orator ? How 
is it that the novelist on Monday and Tuesday cannot carry on 
his story, and yet on Wednesday new ideas, new chapters, new 
dialogues—pointed and finished—burst on him ? No interpreta­
tion but that of the Spiritualist seems to meet the facts. To 
the artist comes Milton’s celestial patroness and her ‘ nightly 
visitations unimplored.’ In the case of the musician this 
inspiration seems very direct. A lady who is a strong psychic, 
and in the matter of Christian Science healing has had quite 
exceptional success, has sent to us an advertisement for a 
concert. Miss Helen Edith Green is a musician who for ten 
years has been under the influence of a spirit purporting to be 
Beethoven. From this spirit she has received inspiration far 
and away beyond her normal powers. The concert will take 
place at St. James’s Hall on April 30th, It will include a 
Symphony in D, a Mass in D, and a Sonata in D. We beg to 
direct attention to her advertisement. The music is said to be 
of a very high class.

Donations.—The following welcome contributions have been 
received in addition to those already acknowledged :—W. 
Fowler (Yararoo, South Australia), £3 3s. ; A. M. L., £1 Is. ; 
A Friend, £1 Is. ; and H. W. F. (Cardiff), 10s., for ‘Light’ 
8 listen ration Fund ; and Birmingham Spiritualists’ Union, 
£1 Is. ; Mr. Appleyard (Sheffield), £1 Is. ; and A Friend in 
Ireland, 5s., for the Conference Expenses Fund.

SOME CURIOSITIES OF CRYSTAL GAZING.
An Address by Miss X, of ‘ Borderland.’

( Continued from page 176.)

Miss X next proceeded to deal with examples from her 
experiences of a more inexplicable character, insomuch that 
they were visions of events that had not then come to pass, and 
therefore wholly unexplainable upon any ordinary natural 
hypothesis. Her family at one time owned a town house of 
the tall, old-fashioned kind, the upper stories of which were so 
far removed from the ground that she rarely visited them. 
Looking into her crystal one day she appeared to herself to be 
standing in one of the rooms at the top of the house, looking 
towards the window. While thus standing she was conscious 
of the somewhat uncanny experience of seeing a face looking in 
at her from without the window. The visage was very distinct 
down to a certain point : she could see the eyes and part of the 
face, but the mouth and chin seemed to be shrouded or muffled 
with some dark material. She did not like the picture, judging 
it to be a possible premonition of a visit from burglars, an 
opinion which was strengthened by the knowledge that some 
friends of hers in a neighbouring house had recently been 
robbed by a man who had obtained access through an attic 
window. A week later, during the night, Miss X and the rest 
of the household were allied out of their beds by an alarm of 
fire, which had broken out at the top of the house. Ascending 
to one of the upper rooms, Miss X saw at the window the head 
of a fireman with the lower part of his face swathed in a dark 
cloth as a protection against the smoke. The whole scene wit­
nessed in the crystal was realised Now, said the speaker, out 
of whose mind did that vision come ? Not out of my mind or 
that of the fireman ! I confess I see no possible source on this 
side of the Borderland for such a vision as this.

The lecturer then cited another example of a prophetic vision 
received while staying at the house of a friend. Being play­
fully challenged to an experiment in crystal-gazing. Miss X, 
at the suggestion of her friend, utilised the glazed door of a 
wardrobe as a crystal, and proceeded to describe a picture she 
saw, in which appeared the figures of her friend, three other 
ladies, a nurse, and a child. The party seemed to be assembled 
in a meadow or open space ; there were a number of thorn 
bushes in the background, and the attention of the seer was 
drawn to the fact that one of the ladies wras leaning back in an 
attitude suggesting that she was in pain, while two of the others 
were slowdy walking away from the scene. Miss X’s friend, 
although recognising the figures, disclaimed any knbwledge of 
what the picture could mean. It might, she thought, refer to 
an approaching visit wrhich she was going to pay, with the ladies 
described, to a place called Pin Mill,; but whether Miss X’s 
description was likely to be correct she could not say. She 
imagined not, as Pin Mill was more likely to be a place where 
they made pins, than a field surrounded by thorn bushes, and 
they certainly would not take the maid and the child. So the 
vision was dismissed as something fanciful and without proba­
bility. A few days afterwards, however, Miss X received a 
letter from her friend, by which it appeared that all the details 
of the vision had been fulfilled to the letter.

One thing, Miss X remarked, en pawant, which impressed 
her greatly about these prophetic pictures, was the fact that 
they were so frequently concerned with events of a common­
place and trivial character. She then passed on to another 
instance, in which a picture, w’hich at the time she regarded as 
being fanciful and meaningless, was afterwards found to have a 
definite significance. She wras visiting, only last year, a 
lady with whom she was accustomed to try experiments in 
crystal-gazing. On this occasion it wras agreed that they should 
make a similar experiment, the idea being that they might, as 
sometimes happened, telepathically obtain the same vision ; or, 
on the other hand, one might see some picture meaningless to 
herself, but recognised by the other. The trial was not success­
ful, and they gave it up, Miss X having obtained nothing 
more interesting than an unrecognised picture of a child leaning 
against some rocks. The child stood against a blue back­
ground—apparently the blue of the sky—and was attired in 
a w'hite dress made in an old-fashioned style, with a full low 
bodice and very short sleeves, while her hair was dressed in 
the style current at the beginning of the century, and she wrore 
a necklace. The feature of the picture which seemed to Miss
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was not prejudiced against the spirit theory. She did not 
hesitate to adopt it because she considered it either puerile or 
futile. Her hesitation rather arose from its vastness—its 

. immensity. If she criticised with great severity nine cases out 
of ten, it was because of the faith and reverence with which she 
regarded the tenth. Apart from her position as a Churchwoman, 
by which she w \s bound to believe in the ministry of angels, 
Miss X had no difficulty in accepting the fact experimentally.

Replying to a question which dealt with the possibility of 
the virtues of a crystal being enhanced by association with a 
particular person (as, in some degree, exemplified in the case of 
Mr. Stainton Moses, who found that he could obtain automatic 
writing in a book, which he always carried about with him, more 
easily than in other books),

Miss X said she believed there was some truth in the idea, 
but she thought the virtue lay in self-suggestion, conscious or 
unconscious. If a person believed that some particular process 
added to the facility with which phenomena could be evoked— 
whether it was automatic writing or crystal vision—doubtless 
the additional virtue was thereby attained. It was, she thought, 
purely a question of the effect on the mind.

Mr. Thos. Everitt remarked that every one of the instances 
given by the lecturer had been paralleled in his own experience. 
He alluded to the case of the well-known mystic, Mr. Hockley, 
who had obtained some twenty-three volumes of writings on 
occult subjects dictated to him by a clairvoyant who had read 
the original script in a mirror or crystal. The substance 
of the communications obtained was altogether out of the 
mental range of the seer, who was an unlettered girl. Mr. 
Everitt narrated an incident of prophetic clairvoyance affecting 
himself, which was received with considerable interest.

Mr. J. J. Morse expressed the obligations of the audience 
towards Miss X for the interesting address she had delivered. 
Alluding to the wonders of clairvoyance and spiritual pheno­
mena generally, Mr. Morse thought students of such matters 
were too apt to look to extraneous causes for the explanation, 
instead of studying the illimitable possibilities of their own 
spirits. He was pleased to see what he might call ‘ the philo­
sophic contempt ’ with which Miss X dismissed the idea of 
‘charges’ and ‘charms’ possessing any virtue in relation to 
crystal vision. He quite agreed with her that the manifesta« 
tions were purely the outcome of the powers of the human soul. 
He hoped Miss X would ultimately find herself justified in 
taking the final step that remained before she came over to the 
spiritual hypothesis. He ventured to say that, should she find 
herself able to do this, they might congratulate themselves on 
obtaining a very valuable recruit. Mr. Morse, in conclusion, 
referred to the value of health in body and mind in promoting 
the faculties required for clairvoyance and other forms of 
spiritual phenomena.

The President narrated a remarkable case of crystal-gazing 
which had come within his own experience. In 18(>9, a lady of 
his acquaintance, who, until then, showed no signs of the 
possession of clairvoyance, had, at his suggestion, looked into a 
crystal. The lady knew nothing about crystal-gazing, but 
agreed to try the experiment. On taking the crystal from 
his hand, she immediately dropped it, with an exclamation, 
explaining that on touching it she experienced an unpleasant 
tingling sensation in the arm. However, she was induced to 
take it up once more, and, on looking into it again, described 
the following scene : A gentleman, attired in peculiar official­
looking apparel, addressing an audience composed apparently of 
natives of some Eastern country. At the back of the gentle­
man who was lecturing, she stated that she beheld the figure of 
a North American Indian, and that the gestures of the figure 
and the lecturer were synchronous. She described not only the 
dress of the lecturer, but certain mannerisms he possessed, viz., 
a habit of ‘ combing ’ his hair with his fingers while speaking, 
and of twirling his moustache. The seer had, however, not the 
remotest notion to what the vision referred, The matter sub­
sequently dropped out of mind, until some three or four months 
afterwards he introduced to the lady a gentleman whom he had met 
in London. On seeing this gentleman, the lady at once identified 
him with the lecturer seen in the crystal vision. It was, in fact, 
the well-known writer and speaker, Dr. J. M. Peebles, and the 
description given of him from the crystal vision was exact, not 
only as regarded his manner and appearance, but also in respect 
of the figure of the North American Indian, which was stated 
to be that of a spirit associated with him. The synchronous 
gestures of Dr. Peebles and the spirit were also recognised as 

accurate from the descriptions given by other clairvoyants. At 
the time of the vision Dr. Peebles was United States Consul at 
Trebizonde, and was in the habit of lecturing to the natives. In 
fact, the vision was accurate in every particular. The remark­
able feature of the case lay in the fact that neither he (the 
President) nor the lady clairvoyant knew anything of Dr. 
Peebles, or even of his existence, at the time of the vision. 
Dealing with the probable explanation of visions of the kind 
narrated, the President said he had received what to him was 
absolute proof that the human spirit, during bodily sleep, 
fre<}uently travelled in the spirit world and conversed with its 
inhabitants. The knowledge thus gained was sometimes 
carried down into the lower or physical consciousness : hence 
the occasional revelation of facts that wrere apparently out of 
the range of normal observation and experience.

A vote of thanks to the lecturer was then passed, and, having 
been gracefully acknowledged, the proceedings terminated.

OLD PSYCHIC STORIES RE-TOLD.
By Edina.

THE ORDEAL BY BIER.—II.
(Concluded from p. 173.)

1 n<>w come to deal, in conclusion, w ith some of the recorded 
cases where the ‘ Ordeal by Bier ’ was put in force ; but before 
doing so desire to draw attention to a legend given by Sir 
Walter Scott in his 1 Lays of the Scottish Minstrelsy,’ which 
shows how widespread wTas the belief entertained in Scotland 
as to the detection of murder by contact with the remains of the 
victim. The legend is to the effect that two young mon belong­
ing to the county of Selkirk went forth together one summer 
morning to fish in the river Yarrow ; that for some unexplained 
reason they had a severe quarrel on the banks of the stream, 
w hich resulted in their engaging in mortal combat, and that in the 
end one of the combatants was killed by the other. The survivor, 
stricken with horror at his crime, was at first disposed to give 
himself up to justice ; but, after some hesitation, he changed 
his purpose, and buried the body of his victim deep in the 
sands of the stream. From that time onwards, from being a 
cheerful and pleasant young fellow, he became changed into a 
melancholy, morose, and very reserved individual, much given 
to solitary wandering by himself; and, though no suspicion of 
the dreadful crime rested on him, and all traces of his murdered 
comrade had been lost by the friends of the deceased, the 
crime he had committed during his fierce quarrel on the banks 
of the Yarrow appears to have haunted his life. Fifty years 
after the commission of the murder he still lived near the ‘ dowie 
dens of Yarrow/ an old, white-haired man. One day, when 
visiting a local smithy, the blacksmith, who had just come back 
from a day’s fishing in the river, showed him a peculiar­
looking bone he had found upon the banks of the stream ; 
whereupon the old man desired to look at it more closely. 
No sooner, however, had he taken the bone in his hand than it 
began to spout out blood over him, and, stricken w ith remorse 
at the incident, and self-convicted of his guilt, the man cried that 
it was one of the bones of the body of his murdered companion, 
whose remains had lain in the bed of the stream for half a cen­
tury, and at once confessed his awful crime. He was there­
upon taken into custody and lodged in prison ; but escaped the 
extreme penalty of the law by dying in his cell before the day 
of trial. This legend of Yarrow must be taken, of course, very 
much cum grano ; but it may help to show the current belief of 
the period, that if a murderer touched the remains of his victim 
even the ‘ very bones * w*ould  witness against him.

About the earliest trace on record of the belief in the 
efficacy of the ordeal is that connected W’ith the murder of King 
Duffus yf Scotland in the year 1)72. This monarch was 
murdered at the instigation of Donald, the governor of Forfar 
Castle, who, after the deed wras committed, made the hired 
assassins carry the body aw’ay, cunningly, by a back passage; so 
that not a drop of his blood should appear. Thereafter, it is 
said, the executioners of this bloody crime were at once sent 
out of the way by Donald, as the report bears, 1 because there 
is an opinion yet received from our ancestors, and prevalent 
among the vulgar, that blood will issue from a dead body many 
days after the party’s being murdered, if the murderer be 
present, just as if the act had been newly committed.’

The first recorded case of the ‘ Ordeal of the Bier ’ having 
been directly put to an accused person in Scotland was that of 
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