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NOTES BY THE WAY.

We are pleased to note that the very thoughtful
‘ Religio-Philosophical Journal’ is carrying out its resolve
to give more prominence to well-attested spiritual and
psychical experiences. A late number contains valuable
contributions from ¢ A lawyer’ and ¢ A physician’: the first
giving experiences in automatic writing; the second an
account of a remarkable somnambulist and clairvoyant,—
not an agreeable case by any means, but full of instruction.
We shall learn some day how to welcome and how to
utilise these unpleasant cases of mediumship. They have
much to teach us.

Another interesting feature of the ¢ Religio-Philosophical
Journal’ is the piecing together of letters from inquirers,
with comments. We think there is much to be done in this
direction. People, as a rule, do not write letters on these
occult themes until the thing written about is ‘in the air’:
and, as a rule, every letter so written voices some experi-
ence or some question for many. The blending of such
letters into a whole, by contemplating them from one point

of view, and the attempt to throw upon them all an

elucidating light, could only be a very useful undertaking.
Will our own readers take the hint, and send us very freely
any thought, question, or difficulty that may occur to them ?

A letter from one who has been ‘a thoroughly orthodox
Methodist ’ is an ideal one. We want personal experiences
telling the story of personal awakening and guidance into
the light. What was it that rescued, uplifted, strengthened,
and gave courage and hope! There are many paths, many
guides, many saviours: and it would be profitable to hear
from those who have found them. There are many sorrows,
disappointments, and dark places also: and we need to hear
of these. Weurge our readers to give us their experiences,

Has a tree a spirit? A writer in ‘The New Age’ thinks
it must have. He has seen it. The story is a pretty one : —

While on a visit to London, I was asked by a Mr. S. to call
upon him at his home in a town some miles from the city. He
lived in a detached villa, with a large garden at the back of it.
We had just got there when he asked me to have a look at his
garden, so I went out along with his wife and himself. But no
sooner had I stepped on to the plot of grass immediately adjoin-
ing the house than, right on the upper edge of this plot, I
thought I saw a large and beautiful fruit tree, covered entirely
with white blossom ; and, on walking nearer to it, I found the
tree dissolve away, and actually no tree was there. T was so
astonished at this phantom spectacle that I spoke about it to
Mr. S., and immediately both he and his wife exclaimed, ‘That is
extraordinary, as there actually stood there, on the very spot,
a large fruit tree, which was cut down and taken away a month
ago, as it never bore fruit, but was at springtime a mass of
blussom ; but its branches overhung the grass plot so that it
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was thought best to remove it.” T had never seen this place
before, or knew anything of the tree, or the circumstances con-
nected with its removal. I thought this incident peculiar, and
wondered how the ghost of a trece could be sensed as an
existent thing on the atmosphere. Since then I have learned
that the spiritual embodiment of the tree had as much right to
exist as our own spiritual body. Several incidents of the same
kind have taken place since that time, and I conclude that
nothing exists matcerially but has a spiritual counterpart.

Truly, we are living in a woild of wonders : and we neea
to remember the apostolic injunction to entertain strangers,
as some have thereby entertained angels unawares, And
this is as true of ideas as of persons.

‘The Bombay Guardian’ puts an old rumour into the
following circumstantial story : —

Ehas Howe almost beggared himself before he discovered
where the eye of the needle of a sewing machine should be
located. It 1s probable that there are very few persons who
knew how it came about. His original idea was to follow
the model of the ordinary needle, and have the eye at the
heel. It never occurred to him that it should be placed near
the point, and he might have failed altogether if he had
not dreamed he was building a sewing machine for a savage
king in a strange country. Just as in his actual waking
experience, he was rather perplexed about the needle’s
eye. Hu thought the king gave him twenty-four hours
to complete the machine and make it sew. If not
finished in that time, death was to Le the punishment. Howe
worked and worked, and puzzled and puzzled, and finally
gave it up. Then he thought he was taken out to be executed.
He noticed that the warriors carried spears that were pierced
near the head. Instantly came the solution of the difliculty,
and while the inventor was begging for time he awoke. It was
four o’clock in the morning. He jumped out of bed, ran to his
workshop, and by nine a needle with an eye at the point had
been rudely modelled. After that it was easy. This is the true
story of an important incident in the invention of the sewing
machine.

It is not only difficult, it is impossible, to see how this
dream could be the product of the baffled inventor’s own
mind. The dream seems to have been invented in order to

put the notion of the needle into his head.

‘The Progressive Thinker ’ has a tremendously lengthy
and a tremendously strong article on fraudulent and
simpering Spiritualists. It calls for robust sobriety and
homely sense, and seems to have no patience left for the
uneducated speakers ‘under control’ who ¢ for an hour or
more pour forth a string of words, without pith or point,
and nothing practical from beginning to end,” and are,
notwithstanding, ‘inflated with unbounded egotism.” We
think that a great deal might be said on the other side.
The whole article is a sort of vigorous north-easter ; but, if
we are in health, it will do us no harm — but good. The con-
clusion is wholesome, anyhow :—

Spiritualism is here as a natural fact, and is based upon the
principles of nature. It is here without any reference what-
ever to the gods, devils, and saviours of ancient mythology—in
fact, it is here in spite of them, and has come to stay. This
being the case, we ask in all candour, what has all this eccle-
siastical mummery to do with it ?
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was not prejudiced against the spirit theory. She did not
hositate to adopt it because she considered it either puerile or
futile. Her hesitation rather arose from its vastness—its
immensity. If she criticised with great severity nine cases out
of ten, it was because of the faith and reverence with which she
regarded the tenth. Apart from her position as a Churchwoman,
by which she wis bouni to believe in the ministry of angels,
Miss X had no difticulty in accepting the fact experimentally.

R:plying to a question which dealt with the possibility of
the virtues of a crystal being enhanced by association with a
particular person (as, in some degree, exemplified in the case of
Mr. Stainton Moses, who found that he could obtain automatic
writing in a book, which he always carried about with him, more
easily than in other books),

Miss X said she belioved there was some truth in the idea,
but she thought the virtue lay in self-suggestion, conscious or
unconscious. If a person believed that some particular process
ndded to the facility with which phenomena could be evoked —
whether it was automatic writing or crystal vision—doubtless
the additional virtue was thereby attained. It was, she thought,
purely a question of the effect on the mind.

Mgr. THOs. EVERITT remarked that every one of the instances
given by the lecturer had been paralleled in his own experience.
He alluded to the oase of the well-known mystic, Mr. Hockley,
who had obtained some twenty-three volumes of writings on
occult subjects dictated to him by a clairvoyant who had read
the original script in a mirror or crystal. The substance
of the communications obtained was altogether out of the
mental range of the seer, who was an unlettered girl. Mr.
Everitt narrated an incident of prophetio clairvoyance attecting
himself, which was received with considerable interest.

Mg. J. J. Morse exproessed the obligations of the audience
towards Miss X for the interesting address she had delivered.
Alluding to the wonders of clairvoyance and spiritual pheno-
mena generally, Mr. Morse thought students of such matters
were too apt to look to extraneous causes for the explanation,
instead of studying the illimitable possibilities of their own
spirits. He was pleased to see what he might call * the philo-
sophic contempt’ with which Miss X dismssed the idea of
¢ oharges’ and’ * charms’ possessing any virtue in relation to
crystal vision. He yuite agreed with her that the manifesta-
tions were purely the outcome of the powers of the human soul.
He hoped Miss X would ultimately find herself justified in
taking the final step that remained before she canie over to the
spiritual hypothesis. He ventured to say that, should she find
herself able to do this, they might congratulate themselves on
obtaining a very valuable recruit. Mr. Morse, in conclusion,
referred to the value of health in body and mind in promoting
the faculties required for clairvoyance and othor forms of
spiritual phenomena.

Tae PRESIDENT narrated a remarkable case of crystal-gazing
which had come within his own experience. In 1869, a lady of
his acquaintance, who, until then, showed no signs of the
possession of clairvoyance, had, at his suggestion, looked into a
orystal. The lady knew nothing about crystal-gazing, but
agreed to try the experiment. On taking the crystal from
his hand, she immediately dropped it, with an exclamation,
explaining that on touching it she experienced an unpleasant
tingling scnsation in the arm. However, she was induced to
take it up once more, and, on looking into it again, described
the following scene : A gentleman, attired in peculiar official-
looking apparel, addressing an audience composed apparently of
natives of some Eastern country. At the back of the gentle-
man who was lecturing, she stated that she beheld the figure of
a North American Indian, and that the gestures of the figurs
and the lecturer were synchronous. She described not only the
dress of the lecturer, but certain mannerisins he possessed, viz.,
a habit of ‘combing’ his hair with his fingers while speaking,
and of twirling his moustache. The seer had, however, not the
remotest notion to what the vision referred. The matter sub-
sequently dropped out of mind, until some three or four months
afterwards he introduced to theladya gentleman whom he had met
in London. On seeing this gentleman, the lady at once identified
him with the lecturer seen in the crystal vision. It was, in fact,
the well-known writer and speaker, Dr. J. M. Peebles, and the
description given of him from the crystal vision was exact, not
only as regarded his manner and appearance, but also in respect
of the figure of the North American Indian, which was stated
to be that of a spirit associated with him. The synchronous
gestures of Dr. Pecbles and the spirit were also recognised as
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accurate from the descriptions given by other clairvoyants. At
the time of the vision Dr. Peebles was United States Consul at
Trebizonde, and was in the habit of lecturing to the natives. In
fact, the vision was accurate in every particular. The remark-
able feature of the case lay in the fact that neither he (the
President) nor the lady clairvoyant knew anything of Dr.
Pecbles, or even of his existence, at the time of the vision.
Dealing with the probable explanation of visions of the kind
narrated, the President said he had received what to him was
absolute proof that the human spirit, during bodily sleep,
frequently travelled in the spirit world and conversed with its
inhabitants. The knowledge thus gained was sometimes
carried down into the lower or physical consciousncss : hence
the occasional revelation of facts that were apparently out of
the range of normal observation and experience.

A vote of thanks to the lecturer was then passed, and, having
been gracefully acknowledged, the proceedings terminated.
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OLD PSYGHIC STORIES RE-TOLD.

By EbpiNa.

THE ORDEAL BY BIER.-—1L
(Coneluded from p. 173.)

1 now come to deal, in conclusion, with some of the recorded
cases where the ¢ Ordeal by Bier’ was put in force ; but before
doing so desire to draw attention to a legend given by Sir
Walter Scott in his ¢ Lays of the Scottish Minstrelsy,” which
shows how widespread was the belief entertained in Scotland
as to the detection of murder by contact with the remains of the
victim. The legend is to the effect that two young m2n belong-
ing to the county of Selkirk went forth together one summer
morning to fish in the river Yarrow ; that for some unexplained
reason they had a severe quarrel on the banks of the stream,
which resulted in their engaging in mortal combat, and that in the
end one of the combatants was killed by the other. The survivor,
stricken with horror at his crimme, was at first disposed to give
himself up to justice ; but, after some hesitation, he changed
his purpose, and buried the body of his victim deep in the
sands of the streamm.  From that time onwards, from being a
cheerful and pleasant young fellow, he became changed into a
melancholy, morose, and very reserved individual, much given
to solitary wandering by himself ; and, though no suspicion of
the dreadful crime rested on him, and all traces of his murdered
comrade had been lost by the friends of the deceased, the
crime he had committed during his fierce quarrel on the banks
of the Yarrow appears to have haunted his life. Fifty years
after the commission of the murder he still lived near the ¢ dowie
dens of Yarrow,” an old, white-haired man. One day, when
visiting a local smithy, the blacksmith, who had just come back
from a day’s fishing in the river, showed him a pecuhar-
looking bone he had found upon the banks of the stream ;
whereupon the old man desired to look at it more closely.
No sooner, however, had he taken the bone in his hand than it
began to spout out blood over him, and, stricken with remorse
at the incident, and self-convicted of his guilt, the inan cried that
it was one of the bones of the body of his murdered companion,
whose remains had lain in the bed of the stream for half a cen-
tury, and at once confessed his awful crime. He was there-
upon taken into custody and lodged in prison ; but escaped the
extreme penalty of the law by dying in his cell before the day
of trial. This legend of Yarrow must be taken, of course, very
much cium grano ; but it may help to show the current belief of
the period, that if a murderer touched the remains of his victim
even the ¢ very bones ' would witness against him.

About the earliest trace on record of the belief 1 the
efficacy of the ordeal 1s that connected with the murder of King
Duffus ¢f Scotland in the year 972, This monarch was
murdered at the instigation of Donald, the governor of Forfar
Castle, who, after the deed was committed, made the hired
assassins carry the body away, cunningly, by a back passage; so
that not a drop of his blood should appear. Thereafter, it is
said, the executioners of this bloody crime were at once sent
out of the way by Donald, as the report bears, ¢ because there
is an opinion yet received from our ancestors, and prevalent
among the vulgar, that blood will issue from a dead body many
days after the party’s being murdered, if the murderer be
present, just as if the act had been newly committed.’

The first recorded case of the ‘Ordeal of the Bier’ having
been directly put to an accused person in Scotland was that of



























