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NOTES BY THE WAY.

“The Royal Bank Magazine” for March contains a 
thoughtful article by our friend Mr. Janies Robertson. He 
recalls the fate of the “ Cornhill Magazine,” whose circula­
tion went down 20,000 copies after Thackeray’s insertion of 
the famous paper on Spiritualism, and he hopes the “ Royal 
Bank Magazine ” will not suffer in a similar way. We 
hope not, but the price will be worth paying for even this 
one proclamation of the good news. The editor draws 
attention to it in a Note, and we will venture to serve up 
a few of its good things :—

It is a new idea and hardly realisable to many people that it 
is possible to make anything clear regarding a spirit world and 
spirit people. It is all very beautiful when you find Spiritualism 
set down in a romance or in poetry, but it is all wrong when you 
say these are actual facts which can be vouched for by many. A 
spirit world is regarded by the bulk of people as a something in 
the dim and far off. It has been a possibility to some, a question 
of grave doubt to others, full of perplexity to many, but, so far 
as certainty was concerned, it has had no standing, except with 
the few people of rare religious genius and spiritual insight. To 
make it a living fact cognisable by the million is the mission of 
modern Spiritualism.

Thousands of people know (though many are afraid to speak 
out) that the cable is laid between the two worlds, and the mes­
sages prove that there are intelligent operators at the other 
end of it, who can send messages in human language. They know 
that the so-called dead are living still, and are able ofttimes to 
establish their personal identity. Spiritualism alone offers the 
means of establishing this as a fact.

The spirit world to many is as real as this natural world. It 
is not one single bit of testimony which has been attested by 
some single man of note in his laboratory, but from innumerable 
witnesses. The strongest case has been made out which no 
theory as yet presented can explain away.

John Trevor, founder of “ The Labour Church,” and a 
keen Socialist, has, in his pamphlet “From Ethics to 
Religion,” gone down very deep : and millions who would 
dislike his Socialism might rejoice in his beautiful and 
spiritual view of Religion: certainly, every spiritual 
Spiritualist will. Here is a taste of it:—

It may be impossible to define clearly the difference between 
Ethics and Religion ; nevertheless there is a difference between 
them, and one which can be felt far more readily than it can be 
explained. What is the difference between Prose and Poetry ? 
Who can accurately define ? . . . Yet, who that has any love 
of literature cannot tell—This is Poetry, th^t Prose ?

And so it is as between Ethics and Religion. There is a point 
at which the moral life becomes inspired with a new fulness, at 
which love expands and deepens into a sense of spiritual relations, 
at which Man and Nature and God become a new and intense 
reality, at which all life becomes united into one whole-souled 
harmony. It is as when friendship grows into love, respect 
deepens into worship, and the true life of adoration and com­

munion begins. I can liken it only to a process in spiritual 
chemistry, in which the common elements of our daily life touch 
the source of their being, and a new life, the true life, instantly 
begins to be. The old elements are still there ; but they become 
transfused with a new energy, and so combine together into a 
new unity, which gives forth joy and beauty and strength.

Of this life, which we name Religion, Ethics must ever form 
an essential part. What Intellect is to Insight, that Ethics is 
to Religion—the corrective principle which secures its normal 
growth. It represents the law of our being, of which Religion 
is the life. Religion may exist without Ethics, as Ethics 
without Religion—life without law, as law without life. To-day 
we have so far advanced that the only Religion it is possible to 
advocate is one of which Ethics forms an integral and necessary 
part.

Religion is the utterance of that primal energy within us, 
of which our superficial life is the show. It represents that 
inspiring, quickening and courageous force of the soul which 
makes it possible for man to be something better than good, 
and something wiser than reasonable. It lifts us to a region 
where our poor Prose halts and staggers, overburdened with the 
ideas it has to carry, wherein only the Master Poet can say or 
sing the rightful word. But, though we may have to give up, 
as hopeless, the attempt to say all that religion means, you and 
I may, if we will, discover all the power and the joy and the 
intense reality of it in our lives. The life will one day find the 
Voice. It is for us to find the life.

We are glad to find that Buddhism has now its organ. 
The more the better. Let us have all the windows open. 
“ The Buddhist ” (Colombo) has a learned article on the 
“ Seven Principles of Man.” It is a wide subject, and we 
do not propose to discuss it just now. In fact, vid 
Theosophy, it has been a little too much discussed. But 
“The Buddhist” puts out a very red flag concerning the 
fourth principle ; and that deserves any amount of con­
sideration. We may call it the desire principle, says 
“The Buddhist,” the real Devil within us, to be conquered, 
if that may be :—

When we die it leaves the body and wanders in the air, and 
—the stronger one’s earthly appetites the longer it will survive 
•—it gradually loses its vitality, and, in course of time, which 
may be a hundred or more years, it dissolves or fades away. 
Now it is this evil principle which appears chiefly to mediums 
and Spiritualists. It can assume any form ; it can draw 
information from the brains of others, and give it out as its own, 
but it has not thoughts of its own. It takes from the brains of 
other living persons all the knowledge or information which it 
gives to the medium, from whose body it draws the necessary 
vitality to enable it to manifest or communicate. Some it 
incites to commit crimes ; in others it stirs up carnal appetites ; 
it sucks vitality from the system like a leech, and deranges both 
mind and body. Jack the Ripper, Deeming, and other noted 
criminals were led on by these dangerous spooks to commit 
their fearful crimes. Of course they are not all as vicious, but 
as this principle does not partake of spiritual essence, it cannot 
teach spiritual knowledge, &c.

We think there is an element of truth in this very 
much overdrawn picture; but the Old Bogie bias of it is 
destructive of its usefulness. In the absence of perfect 
knowledge, we assume that the almighty and all-wise God 
has ordered the world of human life on just and rational 
lines and not in the poisonous manner suggested by “ The
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Buddhist.” If there are deleterious fourth principles, why 
not wholesome ones ? and why should we not assume that 
the wholesome will prevail over the deleterious ?

When people once give way to theories and spiritual or 
biblical theatricalities, what wonderful nonsense they are 
capable of ! And they never seem to be warned, although 
the past is strewn with the débris of broken expectations. 
Here, in London, are apparently sane men actually paying 
for some of our most costly halls in order to set forth 
the following programme of coming events, during the 
next thirteen years : —The annexation of Germany by 
France, the turning of England into a “ red republic,” “ the 
woes of Demon Scorpion Locusts and Demon Lion-headed 
Horses,” the return of probably Elijah and another 
prophet, and their murder by a new Napoleon, the casting 
down of Satan and his angels to this earth, “ the super­
natural transportation of millions of Christians into the 
Wilderness (probably Sinai) on the wings of the Great 
Eagle, to be safely hidden and miraculously fed during the 
1,260 days of Antichrist’s massacre,” “ascension of 144,000 
watchful living Christians to heaven without dying,” the 
descent of Christ, “ wrathfully as an Avenger and Judge 
(after translating to heaven all Christians remaining alive 
on the earth) ... to destroy Antichrist and to begin 
the Millennium.”

There is more of it, but this is probably sufficient. 
These fanatics say that they extract this programme from 
the books of Daniel and the Revelation. It is a warning 
both to worshipers of the Bible and to unquestioning 
adorers of spirits.

The suggestion in favour of an “ Aged or Disabled 
Mediums’ Pension Fund ” is a good one. Certainly, the 
case of Mr. W. Wallace is urgent. It would, indeed, 
be a misfortune and a discredit if such a sturdy old pioneer, 
at the age of eighty, ended his days in the workhouse. 
Mrs. Wallis, ¡64, Broughton-road, Pendleton, will be 
specially glad to receive promises of regular subscriptions, 
at all events during the life of Mr. Wallace.

The following dialogue, in “The Banner of Light,” is 
pretty and to the point:—

Did you ever see a counterfeit ten dollar bill ?
Yes.
Why was it counterfeited ?
Because it was worth counterfeiting.
Was the ten dollar bill to blame ?
No. '
Did you ever see a scrap of brown paper counterfeited ?
No.
Why not ?
Because it is not worth counterfeiting.
Did you ever see a counterfeit Spiritualist ?
Yes.
Why was a Spiritualist counterfeited 1
Because he was worth counterfeiting.
Was he or the Cause to blame for being counterfeited ?
No.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

On Monday evening last, at 2, Duke-street, Adelphi, 
Mrs. Hardinge Britten gave a very interesting address on 
“ Magicians and Mediums.” We shall give a report in our 
next issue.

We are glad to be able to state that Miss X., of 
“ Borderland,” has happily recovered from her recent 
indisposition, and has kindly consented to give her pro­
mised address on Monday evening, April 1st, on “Some 
Curiosities of Crystal Gazing, with Practical Hints for 
Experiment.”

THE SPREAD OF ASTROLOGY.
Our German contemporary, “ Sphinx ” —always an inter­

esting magazine—has this month two brief articles on 
astrology. One of these, by the accomplished editor, Dr. 
Hiibbe-Schleiden, contains some remarks which are not 
unlikely to be misunderstood. They are as follow : —

Whoever may be interested in the facts of astrology need 
only take in hand one of the many English or American 
almanacks. He will soon be convinced that between the position 
of the stars in the heavens (the macrocosm) and events on earth 
(the microcosm) there is an obvious parallelism. Nay, more ; he 
will find that in English countries astrology has developed such 
an invincible technitpw that the most important events—at least, 
in public life—are more or less accurately predicted beforehand. 
An indirect testimony to these successes is the fact that the 
almanacks are sold to the number of many hundred thousands in 
all English-speaking lands. And although these yearly prints 
are very cheap, they are really, in the majority of cases, bought 
by the educated public.

As the Doctor cites only two of these cheap publica­
tions, we may point out that with regard to one of them, at 
least, his conclusion is somewhat inconsequent. The astro­
logical contents of this publication are of an exceedingly 
meagre character, while its “ business ” items are really 
valuable to several large sections of the community. 
Farmers, and the enormous population more or less directly 
interested in stock and agricultural products, find in its 
pages information which they cannot so easily get else­
where. All the most important fairs, for example, are 
given for each month, whether they are horse fairs, cattle 
fairs, cheese fairs, poultry, wool, stock, sheep, or hiring 
fairs, or indeed any kind of fair whatever. This informa­
tion is of importance not only to the inhabitants of each 
district in which a fair is held, but also to people 
all over the country who attend these fairs for 
business purposes. The print also contains calendars of 
a useful character, tables of tides from which “high water” 
can be got not only at London Bridge but at every seaport 
in the three kingdoms, and a few of those on the Continent 
most frequented by coasting vessels. Post Office regula­
tions, &c., are there also, and many other little bits of in­
formation which come in handy to a seafaring and agricul­
tural population. We are expressing no opinion as to the 
spread of an interest in astrology; we merely indicate 
that the practical information on other subjects which the 
almanack gives is quite sufficient to account for the hulk of 
its circulation. It has, besides, a forced circulation in large 
towns, where it is hawked about from door to door, l>ought 
“ for the fun of the thing,” read, laughed at—rightly or 
wrongly—and then forgotten.

THE “ UNKNOWN WORLD.”

The March number of the. “Unknown World” (James 
Elliott and Co.) is remarkable for an article entitled “New 
Mysteries of Theosophy,” in which the attitude of the magazine 
is defined, and we learn that “the ‘ Unknown World ’ holds no 
brief for Theosophy,” but simply aspires to be “ a mirror for 
mystic thought.” The editorials are written in the usual vein 
of scholarly cynicism, the dominant note of which seems to be 
a disdain for mere humanism. The more notable contributions 
include “The Cloud upon the Sanctuary,” as translated by 
Madame Isabel de Steiger ; “ Tolerance,” an essay by C. R. 
Shaw Stewart ; “ Some Considerations towards a Philosophy of 
God and Man,” by a writer whose identity is thinly veiled by 
the initials “ G. W. A. ” ; and “ What is a Christian State 1 ’’ 
by Mrs. M. E. Boole. Among other papers, an article “ On 
the Orientation of Sacred Edifices,” by J. H. Mitchiner. 
F.R.A.S., and “ Some Considerations of Dreaming, ” by C. G. 
Stuart Menteath, are worthy of notice. As usual, the 
magazine is happy in its metrical features. An unsigned poem. 
“Lessons from Nature,” a lyric, “When We Are Dead,” by 
“A. L.,” and a poem, “ Invocation,” by J, M. Croal, are exam­
ples of really good work.
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A NEW RELIGION AT BRIGHTON.
The “Sussex Daily News” publishes a letter, over the 

signature of “ Edward Morley/’ descriptive of a “ new 
religion ” which has made its appearance at Brighton. The 
story is so strange that one is tempted to suspect it to be a 
hoax. Perhaps some of our readers can throw light on the 
subject. The writer says : —

This morning I was privileged to be witness of a most 
imposing sight, the consecration of a new church, or I should 
rather say the founding of a new religion, whether Theosophical 
or Vegetarian or Spiritualist I can hardly say, for it seemed to 
combine all these in one harmonious whole, with Pantheism, 
Hinduism, and Buddhism, and a Mash of Judaism with Christian 
Catholic rites and ceremonial ! The church is of a narrow, 
oblong shape, and forms part of a private house, so that no one 
would ever suspect its existence. At nine o’clock a.m. it was 
filled with about one hundred people, or one hundred and 
twenty, in the nave,while the chancel had about fifty occupants, 
including the celebrant and others in the inner sanctuary, which 
was separated by a screen and a sort of blue network curtain 
which prevented me from recognising any that were inside it. 
The service was most impressive, and a fine choir rendered the 
musical parts with great effect. As I said, the liturgy was very 
like the Roman Catholic, only that the Consecration was after the 
Oriental fashion. All in English, but with a goodly number of 
responses in Greek, Latin, and even some in Hebrew. The 
founder, 1 am told, is a clergyman in this town noted for 
Humanitarian, Vegetarian, and Theosophical views, with strong 
Catholic Ritualistic leanings.

At the close of the service the blessing was given (with some 
relic, I imagine) from the altar. It was an object not unlike that 
used in Roman churches, in Benediction, but much larger, with 
a double triangle in a circle from which some hundreds of golden 
rays proceeded, almost too dazzling for the eye. In the centre 
I noticed what appeared to be a crystal, such as is used by 
Spiritualists and mediums. The altar was ablaze with lamps 
and tapers, and every head was bowed as a mysterious Trinity was 
invoked to bless. Holy water was at the door on either side, 
and every one of the congregation wore a sort of scarf of white 
muslin, which heightened considerably the imposing effect. A 
large image of the “ Queen of Heaven ” was over the altar. 
The members are strict vegetarians, I am told, and no one is 
ever allowed to enter but those of the fraternity.

I could not honestly say that I even knew myself where this 
house is, for I was taken on solemn conditions. A cab called at 
my house, and, when inside, two attendants blindfolded me, so 
that I have no idea even of the direction, except that it seemed 
half an hour’s distance. I was taken into the house and my 
eyes not unbandaged till I was in the vestry or ante-chamber, 
and when I was escorted home the same precautions were taken, 
and the bandage not removed till just before I left the cab.

One of their priests said that “ for a period they would have 
to worship, as it were, in the catacomb, till numbers and 
strength were increased.” A secret Church with pass-words 
and signs in the nineteenth century ! I am not likely, I am 
told, to be privileged again till I heartily embrace their faith, 
and I am not yet, I must say, prepared to forego my meat and 
tobacco or to accept all their tenets, which, however, I must 
say, are very rational and intelligible. A copy of “The Perfect 
Way,” Hartmann’s “Religion of the Future,” and Richard 
Hart's “New Theology ”—these are the only sources of informa­
tion I possess as to their doctrines.

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY.

In the “Amateur Photographer” for March 1st, the 
Editor has some remarks on what he calls “spook photo 
graphs,” and gives specimens of figures said to have been 
obtained through the mediumship of Mrs. Mellon. But the 
Editor is not yet convinced, and he puts the matter thus:—

It will be, of course, within the memory of all that Mr. J. 
Traill Taylor brought forward some “ spook ” photographs some 
time ago, and we think that it would not be out of place if the 
leading Spiritualists in London gave photographers, or a small 
committee of photographers, the opportunity to prove or dis­
prove whether it is possible to obtain photographs of “ spooks ” 
under test conditions. Of course, it may be brought up against 

us that such men as William Crookes, Professor Zöllner, and 
Alfred Russel Wallace have admitted that there is something in 
it. So do we, and it is in the true spirit of inquiry that we hope 
to see a photographic test applied under conditions ensuring 
absolute freedom from trickery, in order that it may be proved 
by a mechanical science, free from any personal equation or 
bias, that material bodies and matter of extremely complex com­
position can be formed from nothing. With some training in 
chemistry it may be permissible for us to doubt the power of 
annihilating time and space at present, and the creation of 
something from nothing, and till this be proved we may be 
pardoned if we hover “ in that vast interval which is not belief, 
but suspended judgment.”

In the following issue (March 8th) the Editor gives publi­
city to a very able letter from a correspondent in reply. 
But for this we cannot afford space. It is sufficient to 
note the fact as an indication that the Editor is clearly 
disposed to deal impartially with the points at issue.

" LE PSYCHISME EXPERIMENTAL”

This is a very interesting study of psychical phenomena by 
Mons. Alfred Erny. The work is dedicated to the author’s 
friend, Mons. Victorien Sardou, the dramatist, who, as many 
readers may know, never varied in his convictions as to the 
reality of psychic manifestations. The book should be quite as 
interesting to readers of French literature on this side of the 
Channel as it is sure to be with Mons. Erny’s compatriots on 
the other side, for the work is mainly a study of psychic deve­
lopments in this country and America. The author is a keen 
observer and accurate chronicler, and brings into prominent 
relief those instances of complete conversion which, from time 
to time, have been brought about among the most important 
groups of scientific men in Europe by the simple process of per­
sonal examination. That kind of investigation, accompanied, 
of course, by the most elaborate precautions that accomplished 
prestidigitateurs could suggest, is clearly shown to be fatal to 
scepticism. The author has brought his book wrell up to date, 
and it includes the recent experiments of Professor Oliver Lodge, 
as it contains, in addition, a brief letter regarding the famous 
Katie King, from Mr. William Crookes, F.R.S., to Mons. Erny, in 
which our distinguished chemist states that Katie’s answers to his 
questions regarding the other world were not satisfactory, and 
that she generally said the giving of such information was for­
bidden. There are also some deeply-interesting communications 
from Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace. The price of the book is 3s. 6d. 
Librairie E. Flammarion, 26, Rue Racine, près l’Odéon, Paris.
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THE “ REVIEW OF REVIEWS.”

The “ Review of Reviews ” for March contains two leading 
features in addition to its usual sampling of the periodical liter­
ature of the world. These two features are a Character Sketch 
of Mr. H. H. Asquith, the Home Secretary, which ventures 
much further in the direction of domestic and personal detail 
than is usual in Character Sketches ; while the other is an 
analysis of Mr. Balfour’s book, which is treated, not so much as 
an independent philosophical treatise, as one among the many 
indications of a revival of confidence in the affirmations of reli­
gion as opposed to the negations of science. The array of 
evidence under this head is somewhat remarkable, including as it 
does the most recent utterances of Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Balfour, 
the late Mr. Romanes, and last, but by no means least, the 
very remarkable declaration as to the bankruptcy of science 
which has been wrung from M. Bruneti&re, the French Acade­
mician and editor of the “ Revue des Deux Mondes.” The sig­
nificance of these testimonies is brought out all the more clearly 
by extracts from Haeckel’s recent deliverance on Monism, in 
which the opposite view is stated with the dogmatism usual to 
that distinguished scientist.

Received with thanks in addition to sums already acknow­
ledged—From Mr. W. P. Browne, £210s.; Mrs. W. P. Browne, 
£2 10s.; Mrs. Sainsbury, £1 Is.; Miss Fuller, 10s.; and Mrs. 
Darling, 10s., for the Conference Expenses Fund ; also 10s. from 
Mrs. Darling for “Light ” Sustentation Fund.

Colonel Olcott, writing in the “Theosophist,” states that, 
as his presence in his official capacity is again indispensable in 
London for the final settlement of the Judge case, and the 
intersectional frictions which have grown out of it, it is his 
intention to leave Adyar for London early in May.

i 4
*1

i

J 
I
i

i

*!

I
I

I 

i

I
! 
i

Digitized by Google







140 [Match 23, W

others, address the company. These gatherings are a 
success, numerically and financially, each year, and there is 
no doubt the impending one, arranged for the coming 
Good Friday, will be as enjoyable and successful as its pre­
decessors.

Manchester is also the home of Mrs. Emma Hardinge 
Britten. In her pretty and cosy residence there our sister 
is spending the evening of her long, ever-busy, and active 
life. Of late, Manchester has seen too little of her, but all 
will be glad to know that she will reappear amongst us at 
the coming Demonstration on Good Friday. She is one of 
the still remaining strongly marked personalities of our 
early days, whose monumental labours for Spiritualism in 
many lands entitle her to universal honour. If Mrs. 
Britten could be induced to compile her autobiography it 
would give us an historical record unique in rich and 
varied facts and experiences.

Several other notable points in connection with the 
modern “sea-port” must stand over until another article, 
for they are important enough to demand almost as much 
space as that already used. But from what is now stated it 
will be seen that for work, enthusiasm, and general activity 
Manchester is not only a notable centre of action in itself, 
but —as will be shown hereafter—it is the natural centre 
of a large area of work for Spiritualism, second in impor­
tance to none. Indeed, it is not too much to say that 
Manchester is destined to become the natural centre of 
Spiritualism in our northern provinces, as it is already in 
the areas from Leicester to Leeds, from Liverpool to Hull.

TELEPATHIC AND CLAIRVOYANT PHENOMENA.
In the 4‘Annales des Sciences Psychic pies” some remarkable 

phenomena are described by Mon. Asterc Denis. Colonel de 
Rochas had gone to Paris in order to carry out certain experi­
ments connected with the extériorisation of sensation, Ac., and 
Mon. Denis had arranged with him to endeavour to repeat these 
experiments with a subject in Verviers, who, for convenience of 
reference, is called Aloud. While Mon. Denis was in Paris, he 
and a relative visited the Eldorado, and when a certain singer 
came on the stage he thought he recognised in her the subject 
employed by Colonel de Rochas, but in consequence of the 
powder and paint, necessary for some artistes, disguising to 
some extent her features, he did not feel absolutely sure about 
her, and borrowed his relative’s opera glass. In spite of a 
minute examination, he had not made up his mind when the 
lady’s “turn” was over, and she had disappeared. Sixteen 
days afterwards he returned to Verviers and arranged to begin 
his experiments with Aloud, w hen some preliminary phenomena 
occurred, from which we select the following :—He found her 
unwell and asleep. Without awaking her, he placed himself in 
magnetic rapport, and after some conversation regarding the 
state of her own health and the remedies necessary, she suddenly 
said as if speaking in dream :—

“ You looked very curiously at a woman when you were in 
Paris.”

Asked to explain, the following dialogue occurred :—
“ You looked at a woman wrho sang roulades."
“ Where was that ? ”
“ In a large hall, where there was a lot of people. You used 

all kinds of glasses to examine this person.”
“ Did this singer observe me among the audience ?” 
“No.”
“ What did you notice besides?”
“That you were with a person whom you esteem very 

highly.”
About a dozen instances of remarkable clairvoyance are 

noted ; but, perhaps, the most striking of all was before Mons. 
Denis w*as  about to return to Paris. He suggested to the 
subject that he was going to Brussels, where his brother was 
commencing business, and where his own family and friends 
were. He left Verviers at the beginning of November, and 
returned on the 17th, in the evening. On the 19th he called 
on the subject, but remained on the landing mentally desiring 
her to come to him. Shortly afterwards the door opened, and 
the first words she uttered were, “You storyteller ! See, there 

is the proof of it,” showing Mons. Denis at the same time a book 
in which were written the following lines :—

“ I saw you in Paris, talking to Madame, on Wednesday, 15th 
November.”

“Sir, I saw you running up the staircase ; you entered a 
mall room on Thursday, Kith November.”

“ To-day, Saturday, I saw you sleeping in your room, at 
Mons. M.’s. The vision occurred at one o’clock in the morning. 
I said to myself that you had returned on Friday evening.”

The curious point in this case is that the suggestion had no 
effect on the medium, and Mons. Denis states that, all she said was 
exactly true. Some of the other instances are extremely 
interesting, but too long to quote. The various circumstances 
are, of course, duly certified by such witnesses as were in a 
position to verify them, namely, Madame Denis, her servant, the 
subject’s immediate neighbours, to whom she told things after­
wards verified, and a business firm whose action, in the matter 
of a bill which was presented in error, she clearly described. To 
account for these and subsequent phenomena, Mons. Denis 
propounds a theory which forms the subject of a separate article, 
and to which we may have occasion to refer.

OLD PSYCHIC STORIES RE-TOLD.
Bt Edina.

MAJOR WEIR.

The strange story of Major Thomas Weir, the “Edinburgh 
Wizard,” has always possessed a strong fascination for me as one of 
the most powerful legends of the old, romantic city in w'hich my 
lot has been cast, and recent researches into the criminal records 
of the ‘sixteenth and seventeenth centuries impel me to repro­
duce it for your readers, many of whom will probably be 
unfamiliar with its details. The story in all its hideous features 
cannot be fully told ; but enough remains to be abundantly 
interesting to students of psychology. It is stated that Lord 
Byron was so much impressed with the tale that he made 
it the foundation of the “Tragedy of Manfred,” one of the 
most weird and powerful of the works of that great poet.

For about half-a-century prior to the year 1670 there resided 
in a large house, situated in a gloomy court entering from the 
West Bow of Edinburgh, Major Thomas Weir, of Kirk ton. 
This person had originally been an officer in the army of the 
Covenanters which was sent over to Ireland to assist the Irish 
Protestants in their early struggles there. After serving some 
time in Ireland And elsewhere Major Weir returned to Edin­
burgh and received the honourable appointment of Captain of 
the City Guard, a post which he held for many years prior to 
his execution as after mentioned. The West Bow of Edinburgh 
was then, and still is, a steep and winding street leading from 
the Lawn-market to the Grass-market, which lies in the valley 
to the south-east of the Castle—a portion of the city associated 
with some of the most stirring events in the civic history of the 
capital of Scotland.

The Major was a tall and portly man, with grim and even 
saturnine features, and a large nose, and he generally walked 
forth wearing a black cloak. He was a bachelor, and his sister, 
Jean Weir, resided with, and kept house for, him. This portion 
of the city was, about the end of the seventeenth century, in­
habited by a number of very strict and religious people— 
zealots, in fact, who were termed the Bowhead Saints, and 
among whom the Major posed as a man of great unction and piety, 
having a splendid “ gift of prayer.” He had a long “staff” 
made of thorn-tree, with a crooked head, and which he always 
carried about with him ; and it was observed that when he prayed 
he always put the staff to his mouth, as it were, to aid him in 
pouring out his supplications to the Almighty. After living in the 
“ odour of sanctity” till he was about seventy years of age, 
Major Weir was suddenly seized with severe sickness, and while 
in that condition either became remorseful or was subject to 
delusions, and began to make a great noise during the 
night, to the alarm of his neighbours, who, becoming 
frightened at the sounds proceeding from his abode, went 
into the premises, and found him groaning and crying 
that he was suffering great horrors of conscience because 
of his awful, unnatural, and secret crimes ; that he had given 
himself over in bondage to Satan, and was greatly troubled by 
the devil appearing unto him. He then made confession of a 
series of horrible and unmentionable crimes and offences com­
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