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artisan class) with the Christians of the same class we see that 
this Jewish minority occupies a preponderant situation. It is 
this preponderance that is one cause of anti-Semitism. . . • 
Why this preponderance ? Because in our individualistic and 
bitterly egoistic society the Jews are an organised and solid 
minority. So constituted, they make place for themselves easily 
in a disunited society. Let the millions of Christians who surround 
them' practise mutual aid in place of individual strife, and the 
influence of the Jews would be at once nullified. But they do 
not practise it, and the result is that the Jew if he does not 
dominate (that is the favourite term of the anti-Semites) at least 
has the maximum of social advantages,and exercises that kind of 
supremacy against which anti-Semitism protests.

There is truth in this. Modern civilisation has induced 
an enormous growth of individualism : and it has done 
splendid developing service ; but the “ dispensation of the 
spirit ” must come to unite us or we shall pay an awful 
price for our disintegration. * - ■ ■ I ■ —

NATURE HEALING.
Healing by the hand is “as old as the hills,” though 

the modern man, until lately, scoffed at it as superstition, 
and as something that belonged to “ the childhood of the 
race.” The “ laying on of hands,” indeed, goes far back 
into antiquity as a religious rite : and it is rational to look 
for the origin of that in some well-known virtue in the 
hand. In the early Christian Church, “ miracles ” were 
said to be worked by the laying on of hands ; and, if we 
are to believe what credible witnesses have testified, the 
same means have, in modern days, produced the same or 
similar results.

At the present moment, the modern man seems to be 
reconciled to his old enemy under a new name: and 
“massage” is admitted where miracle was debarred. 
And, certainly, the effects produced by massage are 
remarkable, and occasionally startling. But there is 
massage and massage,—massage which is simply squeezing 
and pounding flesh, and massage which is the scientific 
awakening, guiding and vivifying of muscle, vein, and 
nerve. And, beyond this, there is massage which is the 
medium or instrument of spirit-force, — the operator’s or 
another’s.

It is important that this newly-studied method of 
healing should be rightly understood, and that those who 
are inclined to test it should be rightly guided. It may, 
therefore, be not only interesting but useful to briefly 
indicate the results of several interviews with a very 
successful masseuse now in the full use of her powers and 
acquired knowledge —Mrs. Campbell, of 58, Leinster-square, 
London.

Mrs. Campbell was born at Islay, one of the islands of 
the Scottish Western Highlands, and very early in life had 
the gift of second-sight so frequently found in those parts. 
She has had an excellent training in medical knowledge, 
and very varied experience as a professional applier of 
massage, electricity, and medical gymnastics. Some of her 
cures have been simply wonderful ; and no less a person 
than the late Sir Andrew Clark admitted her ability and 
encouraged her to proceed.

The treatment appears to result in a return or re­
inforcement of vitality, which again results in natural self­
cure. Impurity is removed, stagnation ceases, the blood is 
taught and helped to flow normally, the nerves are soothed 
and toned, and stamina increases. This is why real mas­
sage, scientifically applied, is a natural healer, and univer­
sally applicable. The writer of this notice feels it to be his 
duty to say that he has himself been much helped by it 
lately, as applied by Mrs. Campbell, whose whole personality 
inspires as much respect and confidence as her healing 
powers suggest far-reaching possibilities of usefulness. No 
one going to her would think of anything but elder sister 
or good wise mother ; and that is why she may be as readily

consulted by a man as by a woman. Some day the world 
will really understand that deepest of all deep sayings— 
“ The pure in heart see God.” J. P. H.

THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM.
On the evening of Monday, 4th inst., at 2, Duke-street, 

Adelphi, the Rev. J. Page Hopps addressed the members and 
friends of the Alliance, taking for his theme, “ A Spiritual View 
of God’s Kingdom upon the Earth, as set forth by Canon 
Wilberforce. Rev. T. C. Fry, Canon Scott Holland, the Dean of 
Ely, and Prebendary Eyton.” The speaker illustrated his 
remarks by copious citations from a volume of sermons delivered 
by each of the five divines mentioned, his object being to show 
to how great an extent the current theology is being quickened 
and transfused by the constant advance of spirituality in the 
world’s thought—an advance with which Mr. Hopps was fain to 
associate Spiritualism as one of the principal motors.

Mr. E. Dawson Rogers (the President of the Alliance) 
occupied the chair, and, in offering some preliminary remarks, 
referred to the absence of Miss X., who had been expected to 
address the audience, but who was unfortunately prevented by 
illness from fulfilling her engagement that evening. Under 
these circumstances, Mr. Hopps had kindly offered to take her 
place.

Mr. Hopps, who was very cordially received, said he 
regretted the absence of Miss X. He had anticipated the 
pleasure and instruction to be derived from hearing some 
of her experiences, since he regarded her as a calm, patient, and 
reliable investigator.

Taking up the subject of the evening, Mr. Hopps said he 
had sometimes thought it would be a very useful thing if, 
instead of papers or lectures, speakers, who were used to books, 
would occasionally give their hearers the benefit of their reading 
by dealing with some representative book, and giving a digest 
of and quotations from it. Having regard to the multiplicity of 
books, and the short time most people had nowadays at their 
command for studying new works, such a course would, he 
thought, be of great value. He intended that evening to put 
his suggestion into practice by dealing with one of these books. 
The volume referred to contained five Advent sermons, preached 
at the church of Holy Trinity, Sloane-square, by the Rev. Canon 
Wilberforce, Rev. T. C. Fry, D.D., Rev. Canon Scott Holland, 
Very Rev. the Dean of Ely, and Rev. Prebendary Eyton, 
respectively. He ventured to think this volume of sermons 
was one of the most unconventional, one of the most original, 
and one of the strongest books they had had from the Estab­
lished Church. It was more vitally serious than “ Essays 
and Reviews,” which made such a stir, or “ Lux Mundi,” which 
had lately exercised the minds of so many people. When they 
remembered the arena in which these sermons were preached ; 
when they considered the men, five of the most eminent divines 
of the time ; when they thought of the subjects dealt with 
(social progress and reform), they would realise the significance 
of the book. It might be asked, What connection had 
the contents of this volume with Spiritualism ? Well, the 
book gave what he felt to be a spiritual view of God’s 
Kingdom on the earth ; nay, he would go further and 
discard the word “Spiritual,” and say “Spiritualist.” His 
own view of the essence of Spiritualism, or Spirituality, was not 
a view that was based upon phenomena merely. It seemed to 
him that the true Spiritualism penetrated beneath the accidental 
and transient to the underlying vital reality. The man of the 
world treated the human being as a superior sort of animal. 
The Spiritualist went down beneath the external and transitory, 
and all the accidents of mortal life, beneath the trappings of 
rank and the chances of fortune, to the human soul—to 
humanity. The true Spiritualist, in walking the streets, saw 
not so much an aggregation of fleshly forms, rich and poor, 
saint and sinner, as a number of spiritual beings, wearing the 
garb of mortality, and in various stages of development. Thus, 
any Spiritualist who properly apprehended what humanity 
meant ought to be an idealist. The relation of one human 
creature to his fellows : that meant the relation of the human 
being to Society, and that at once suggested the word 
“ Civilisation.” So it came to this, that the Spiritualist was the 
true interpreter of the human being and of the essential nature 
of Society. The Spiritualist was the true idealist in relation to 
human life, human society, and modern civilisation.
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Having thus established the relevance of the subjects treated 
of in the volume to the issues with which the Alliance is directly 
concerned, the speaker read a number of ([notations from the 
sermons, welding them together, so to speak, by a running com­
mentary of his own, designed to show the increasing interest of 
the Churches in the conditions of social life, apart from the 
theological aspect, which he humorously described as a “dissolv­
ing view.” It is regretted that the limitations of space preclude 
our reproducing all the excerpts made by the speaker, but we 
may quote a few*  of them,selecting those which appeared to make 
the most favourable impression upon the audience.

Canon Wilberforce, in the course of a sermon, “Twill make 
all my mountains a way” (Isaiah xlix. 11) says: “The 
briefest analysis of human history will prove that what men call 
evil has ever been the stimulus of social action, material enter­
prise, and aggressive discovery ; the ‘mountain ’ of suffering 
and sorrow has produced the world’s greatest poets, teachers, 
discoverers, reformers, heroes, martyrs.”

“ Every mountain and hill shall be made low ” (Isaiah xl., 4) 
is the text upon which the Rev. T. C. Fry dilates. Referring to 
the “ mountains of power and pride, and hills of privilege,” he 
says, ‘‘The growth of these hills and mountains has possibly 
been quite natural ; they have been fused in the tires of earlier 
social struggle, and uplifted by the violent expansion of earlier 
social forces, or they have been laid in their historic strata by 
the flood of human movement. It has all been part of the 
cosmic process, natural, historical, legal; only now we have out­
grown our older social geology ; and they have become cold and 
heartless barriers across the King’s highway.”

Next follows Canon Scott Holland, preaching from the 
text, “The crooked shall be made straight.” (Isaiah xl., 4.) 
He numbers amongst the “crooked things” “the heartless 
mechanism of an impersonal system which crushes jaded women 
and children . . . men and women disfigured, always under­
fed, invalided by penury, unqualified for work, demoralised by 
casual labour ; accumulated in squalid tenements, environed by 
disease . . sustained at the edge of starvation by a com­
petition that never improves them, and never eliminates them, 
driven under by demands they are impotent to fulfil.”

The Dean of Ely, who took for his subject “The rough 
places shall be made plain” (Isaiah xl., 4), asks, “What are 
some of these rough places ? Problems of property, the 
accidental difficulties of unrestricted competition, the evils 
consequent upon the transition of society from a basis which is 
mainly individualistic to a basis which is mainly socialistic.”

Sufficient has been quoted to show that Mr. Hopps amply 
vindicated his contention regarding the vital significance of the 
utterances in the sermons to which he referred, as displaying 
the enlarged views of influential Christian teachers, and their 
evident desire to solve the problem of existence in the light of 
nature and reason, touched with “ the inspiration of that 
universal Spirit ” which it is the peculiar work of the Spiritualist 
to prove to the world as no mere abstraction or mental figment, 
but a divine and living reality.

At the conclusion of the address, the Chairman moved a 
vote of thanks to the speaker, observing that he could 
scarcely ask the audience to discuss such questions as had been 
raised that evening. They had had laid before them some very 
ennobling and beautiful sentiments, and would all agree that 
the thoughts given were very lofty and right and true. As 
earnest and sincere seekers after truth, he thought they could 
have no difficulty in endorsing such teachings.

Mr. Hopps, in acknowledging the compliment, said the time 
would come when the world would awake to the discovery that 
the Spiritualists were not an ignominious and obscure body of 
spirit-rappers, but a community of men and women who, 
because they penetrated to the vital things in human nature and 
life, were keenly alive to the necessity of working for social up- 
li ft inent and the welfare of all mankind.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

At seven o’clock on Monday evening next, at 2, Duke­
street, Adelphi, Mrs. Hardinge Britten will speak on 
“ Magicians and Mediums,” and she will answer questions 
at the close of her discourse. There is sure to be a very 
full attendance on the occasion. Inquirers will, as usual, 
be welcome, but, as the accommodation is limited, members 
of the Alliance will have the prior right of admission.

HONOUR AMONG ¡SPIRITUALISTS.

We take the following from the “Sydney Bulletin” of 
January 26th. The remarks are well intended, but to 
some extent fail in their purpose from the ready assump­
tion that Mrs. Mellon has really been guilty of fraud, of 
which the evidence does not seem to have been by any 
means conclusive

Mrs. Besant’s excuse for not exposing the cheat of the bogus 
Mahatma—that “ she preferred to suffer under a charge of fraud 
rather than divulge private documents ” — shows a total miscon­
ception of “the point of honour.” It is a misconception very much 
akin to that which accuses Mr. T. S. Henry of ungentlemanly 
conduct because he exposed the Mellon spook trickery in Mrs. 
Mellon’s own house, and without giving her warning, though ho 
had previously been on the very best terms with the whole 
spooky fraternity. Yet Mr. Henry unquestionably did right, 
and Mrs. Besant as certainly did wrong. The code of conven­
tionality was never intended to shield fraud. Nobody has any 
right, for example, to become party to a crime by concealing it, 
simply because knowledge of the crime came under a pledge of 
secrecy. The etiquette of private communications, of hospi­
tality, of friendship, is merely a kind of low morality, by which 
those who cannot do chivalrous things of their own motion are 
trained to do them by force of habit and for the sake of their 
fellows’ respect. But it cannot claim to hamper or supersede 
the higher morality which forbids to injure others by hiding 
from them truth which they have a right to know. To see one’s 
best friend engaged in gross deceit, gaining by that deceit 
money or esteem from credulous persons, and to make no sign, 
is to take the guilt of the deception upon one’s own shoulders ; 
and the friendship which demands such a sacrifice is not friend­
ship, and can never claim friendship’s privileges. Would any 
man, knowing that only by exposure he could save the victims, 
hesitate to expose a friend who was a deliberate poisoner I And 
should there be more regard for one who poisons men’s bodies 
than for another who poisons men’s minds i

“MAGNETISMUS UND HYPNOTISMUS.”

This work, by Herr G. W. Gessmann, forms Volume XXXV. 
of the “Electro-Technical Library.” The present issue is a 
second and enlarged edition of the original book, which will be 
welcome to German readers. It is extremely well illustrated, 
and gives a carefully-compiled account of the development of 
this variously named science in all its relations,down to some of 
the latest experiments in mental suggestion. In addition to the 
author’s own observations, the book contains succinct recapitu­
lations of the results obtained from the researches of such inves­
tigators of modern times as the distinguished members of the 
French schools as well as our own. Messrs. Myers, Gurney, 
Brown, Cumberland, Bishop, and others are also laid under 
contribution, and we can recall few*  phases of the subject which 
have not received due attention. The illustrations are ad­
mirable. The price is 3s. A. Hartleben, bookseller, Vienna, 
Pesth, or Leipzig.

“TRAITE EXPERIMENTAL DE MAGNETISME.”

This is a handy little treatise by Mons. H. Durville, and 
contains a vast amount of practical information, given in brief 
and explicit fashion. A concise historical review of the subject 
of polarity is followed by sections on the general principles of 
magnetism, how to discover sensitive subjects, the distinction 
between real and imaginary sensations, self-magnetisation, the 
action of magnets on the human body, &c. ; indeed, no aspect 
of the science of magnetism is neglected, and the book is fully 
illustrated. In the chapter dealing with magnetisation by means 
of bodily contact, the author states that he knows a lady whose 
power in this respect is so great that in the course of three or 
four days she magnetises all the metal busks in her stays. The 
author instances a number of somewhat similar cases chronicled 
by a goodly array of scientific observers from Reichenbach on­
ward. French readers will find Mons. Durville’s book eminently 
useful. Its price is 2s. 6d. Librairie du Magnétisme, 28, Rue 
Saint Merri, Paris. ■ — » " — ■ ■ - - —

Agents for “ Light.”—We shall be grateful if our friends 
will kindly supply us with the names and addresses of any news­
vendors or others, whether in London or the country, who 
either keep “ Light ” for sale, or are willing to do so.
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GEORGE THOMPSON’S CONVERSION TO SPIRITUALISM. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
Mr. G. B. Stebbings, a veteran Spiritualist, writes thus in 

the New York “ Sunday Recorder ” :—
In 1852, in the house of Isaac Post, in Rochester, New York, 

I first heard the “ spirit Tappings.” I knew well all the six or 
eight truthful and intelligent persons present. I had no belief 
in Spiritualism, and no wish to believe, but went to the house 
of my friend at his urgent request.

Only a few raps came, apparently, on the floor, in the corner 
of the room, and away from any person present. I asked a few 
questions, and intelligent answers came ; the questions were not 
important, but that manifest intelligence was the surprising 
wonder. I walked home dazed and confused, asking myself : 
Is this some strange glamour, delusive and vain, or is it a signal 
from unseen intelligences ? My feeling was that I must find out 
if possible. Fortunately, I was among trustworthy friends and 
kindred. Leah, eldest of the Fox sisters of Hydesville (since 
Mrs. Underhill, of New York), was the medium on that first 
evening, and for some time I saw no other, and have never seen 
her superior.

At the home of Benjamin and Sarah Fish, the Quaker 
parents of my wife, with only the family present, convincing 
messages came from my parents and sister and her child ; ages 
were given, and coming events foretold which were verified in 
after years. One of many incidents must suffice. George 
Thompson, M.P., from London, England, an eminent and 
eloquent man, made a member of the English Parliament by the 
votes of London working men, and known in this country as an 
early anti-slavery speaker, was a guest of Isaac Post. The 
family were deeply interested in the “ manifestations,” and a 
book entitled “Light from the Spirit-World ” was soon after 
written automatically through the hand of Friend Post. To 
meet his wish to know of these things, Mr. Thompson went 
with them to a séance, where my wife’s mother was present, with 
a choice company of personal friends.

The eldest Fox sister was the medium. In due time Isaac 
Post suggested to Mr. Thompson to ask questions. He had 
visited Hindustan on Government business, and had in mind to 
ask of some Hindu, unknown, of course, to all the company, 
save himself. His question was : “ Are any of my Hindu friends 
present?” and three raps responded yes. Then he asked, “ Will 
they give me some message i ” and a signal rap came, asking for 
the alphabet to be repeated and the message given in letters 
rapped out. A gentleman wrote down the letters designated, 
with this result : “ D-w-a-r-k-a-n-a-t-h-t-a-g-o-r-e-e.” This being 
repeated, letter after letter, was declared by all to be a medley 
without meaning, until Mr.Thompson took it all in at once. Study­
ing it a few moments, he exclaimed : “ Dwarkanath Tagoree ! My 
dear friend, is this you ? ” when a shower of raps emphasised the 
joyful recognition. It was the name of a Hindu of high rank and 
large ability, an intimate friend. For a half-hour he kept up an 
animated conversation. One question was : “What did you send 
by me to my wife in London when we met at a certain Hindu 
city ?” (place and date given). “A cashmere shawl,” was 
spelled out. At last he asked : “ Where did we meet last on 
earth?” and “ Regent-street, London ” (number given) was the 
answer. “ What mood of mind were we in ? ” was then the in­
quiry—questions vocal, written, or mental being answered with 
equal readiness—and the response came : “ Anger.” With deep 
feeling, Mr. Thompson exclaimed : “ It is true,” and asked : 
“ Do you still keep that feeling ? ” and the welcome answer was : 
“No, my friend ; in the light of this higher life such feelings 
fade away ; we arc friends again, even more than ever.” A 
precious hour was that to the noble Englishman, who became a 
Spiritualist in his own country.

We hearthat Mr. J. M. Dale, of Marylebone, who was 
well known to the Spiritualists of London as an active worker 
in the cause, passed away on Monday, 4th in st. We regret that 
no further information has reached us.

A Welcome Message.—By request of Spiritualistic friends 
at Ballarat, Victoria, Australia, Mr. W. P. Bechervaise, late of 
that city, sends us the following :—“ In the year 1892 the 
daughter of Mr. C. H. Petersen, Ballarat, ‘passed on,’ and the 
soul longings of the family to hear from the dear one have never 
ceased, but to their great joy and comfort they recently found a 
loving message in the ‘ Banner of Light,’ given at a seance in 
Boston, which the parents are quite convinced has come from 
their spirit daughter, the particulars being correct in all par­
ticulars.”

Theosophy and Spiritualism.

Sir, —“ Qmestor Vita? ” in “ Light ” for March 2nd, leadsub 
to infer that Gautama Buddha, and other great world saviours, 
who in “ The Secret Doctrine ” and elsewhere are described as
Nirmanachayas, “ turn out to be mere psychical spirits . . . 
the familiar controls of the family circle.” And lest we should 
suppose him to be joking he assures us “ that it has taken him 
some years to find out the shallowness of these preposterous 
claims,” whereby a Nirmanachaya is said to be higher than 
ordinary psychic controls. Judged by the reasons given 
for his discovery it is difficult to avoid concluding that the time 
it has taken him to reach it has been sufficiently long to 
allow him to forget the nature of the teaching which he criti­
cises ; for the whole proof he offers is in the form of an assertion 
and is as follows : “as they (the Nirmanachayas) refuse to 
enter Nirvana they must consequently remain in Devachan.” 
Such an assertion shows a forgetfulness on his part both of the 
nature of Devachan and of the four states of conscious existence 
in which the universe simultaneously manifests a formulated 
existence.

To put the matter plainly, the work of a human soul on 
earth is to build up, by means of the experiences of its earth­
life, a characteristic individuality which after death is separated 
out in Kama Loka. This individuality is the energy which is 
to support the life of the soul in Devachan, and w hatever may 
be the details of this Devachanic existence, it has, speaking 
generally, an intelligible and well-defined end in view, namely, 
that it shall assimilate the individuality it acquired from its last 
incarnation to that greater individuality which it possesses as the 
result of the aggregate of lives it has hitherto lived. But a 
Nirmanachaya is one who has earned liberation from the cycle of 
re-birth ; ho has no longer any new individuality to graft on to 
himself, and therefore the Devachanic state of conscious activity, 
which is especially concerned with this grafting, cannot by any 
possibility be his. In this new' condition of the soul (as a 
Nirmanachaya) its will has been liberated from the bonds of 
matter ; that is to say, ceasing to act from motives which are 
presented to it from without, it becomes the sole source of its own 
activity, or perfectly free. This we call the spiritual state of the 
Ego, and the plane whereon it manifests is the spiritual plane, the 
fourth and highest of those planes of universal life where its 
manifestation is still formal. It is this plane which “Qusestor 
Vibe” has curiously enough confused w’ith Nirvana. Now, 
turning to the question of the great renunciation, methinks our 
critic doth protest too much. The soul when it reaches the 
threshold of Nirvana does, in the nature of things, enter the 
Nirvanic degree of consciousness, but it is most unreasonable, in 
my opinion, to therefore deny that there is any choice of 
action left it. The question which then confronts the soul is 
whether it shall remain in this blissful condition or shall become 
active on the spiritual plane. The Nirvanic degree of con­
sciousness is passive because it is absolute perfection ; the will 
of the soul which reaches this stage has, we have seen, become 
perfectly free, so that its motive for action and the action itself 
are one ; therefore, if the whole universe were at the same level 
of perfection Nirvana would become an absolute necessity. But as 
long as there is one imperfect soul left to send its thrills of strug­
gling life to this Perfect Centre, which is the Soul of the World, 
now one with the individual soul of the Nirmanachaya, these thrills 
of restless life must produce in the liberated one a consciousness 
of outside imperfection, and with it must infallibly come the choice 
as to whether passive enjoyment as a Nirvanee or active action 
as a spirit shall be its future. If the tendency of the former 
struggles of the now liberated one has been towards self alone, 
probably the passive power of Nirvana may be chosen ; but 
if it has been towards altruism, the active factor in the choice 
will make itself felt, and the freed will may choose to 
resign the bliss of perfect enjoyment for the paths of perfect 
altruism. The Ego will then be on the spiritual plane, and 
liberated from all personal desires. It will live only through 
the struggles of other souls who are as yet toiling along the 
upward path, struggles which send their magnetic thrills of life 
into the World Soul with which the Nirmanachaya is now’ in 
harmonious unison. This may seem nonsense to “ Quaestor 
Vibe,” but to me it seems the noblest and most grand ideal 
which the world has ever known, as also the most philosophical.

Thos. Williams, F.T.S.
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