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The ‘“ Blackwood” story, ‘ The Closed Cabinet,” is said to
be by a daughter of Lord Salisbury, Lady Gwendolen Cecil.
It is romantic, weird, and a trille stagey, but it is an excel-
lent sign of the times. It is saturated with Spiritualism,

strong and undiluted, and is as awesome a ghost story as,

one could find anywhere. But the core of spiritual thought
in it is really impressive. A much-wronged and very
wretched woman murders her brute of a husband and then
commits suicide. For a few hundreds of years, the horror
and the curse of it haunt the old Grange where it happened.
Then a pure and thoughtful girl, deeply touched with the
gospel of endurance and pity and the overcoming of evil,
sleeps, or tries to sleep, in the room where the deed was
done. The long-imprisoned woman, using this girl as her
medium, goes over the old horror of the murder, but,
mingling with her bitter thoughts and awful purpose, the
medium’s higher feelings assert themselves and at last
conquer. For the first time, the deed is not repeated. The
evil is conquered. *God, fight for me:” ¢ The victory of
the Cross is ours!” The knife is shut. The spell 1s broken.

Its chief interest is the fresh indication it gives that
this subject is tightening its hold upon Society. But we
wish Society would take it in a saner way.

-

“ The Monist ” for last quarter contains valuable matter
concerning the resemblances between Buddhism and
Christianity. The Editor, Dr. Carus, has evidently gone
vigorously into the subject; and he seems strongly inclined
to recognise and press their relationship. He sees a kind
of Christianity before Christ, and bids us come out of our
limitations and shake hands with a true Buddhist, as a
brother. He thinks that the religions of both ¢ solve the
problems of life in a similar spirit.” A human universalism
which shall greet ‘‘the heathen” and welcome science,—
that seems the happy haven to which we are going. We
devoutly hope so.

—_——

A Salford magistrate has rather improved on the
Mansion House magistrate. He also had a wicked palmer
before him, guilty of amusing two women by telling their
fortunes br hand lines. They paid a shilling each, and pro-
bably got a fair shilling’s worth of fun out of the transac-
tion. The magistrate wisely used our own illustration (we
do not say borrowed), and said that it was quite as lawful
to read characters by the lines of the hand as by the bumps
of the head : but he scented crime in fortune-telling, and
convicted the palmer, fining him 10s. as against the Mansion
House £25. But what nonsense it is, not only to have these
unequal judgments, but to use the steam hammer of the
law to crack such a ridiculously tiny nut!

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

On Monday evening last, at 2, Duke-street, Adelphi,
the Rev. J. Page Hopps gave an interesting address on
“ A Spiritual View of God’s Kingdom upon the Earth,” of
which we shall give some further notice next week.

On Monday evening, the 18th inst., Mrs. Hardinge
Britten will speak on ¢ Magicians and Mediums,” and will
answer questions at the close of her discourse. There is
sure to be a very full attendance on the occasion. Inquirers
will, as usual, be welcome, but as the accommodation
is limited, members of the Alliance will have the prior
right of admissicn.

Tre Conpucr oF CircLeEs.—We have printed, in a con-
venient form, suitable for enclosure in letters or for distribution
at public meetings, ‘‘ M.A. (Oxon.’s)” ‘‘Advice to Inquirers,
for the Conduct of Circles.” We shall be pleased to supply
copies free to all friends who will undertake to make good use of
them. The only charge will be for postage—25, 4d.; 60, 1d.;
100, 2d.; 200, 3d.; 400, 43d.; 600, 6d., &c,

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SPIRITUALISTS.

The following programme of arrangements for the Con-
ference to be held in London in May next has just been
issued : — s

RELIGIOUS SERVICE.

A Religious Service will be held on Sunday Evening, May 12th,
in St. Andrew’s Hall, Newman-street, Oxford-street, con-
ducted by the Rev. J. Pace Hopps.

Subject of the Discourse :—

‘¢ SPIRITUALISM, THE KEY THAT UNLOCKS ALL DOORS.”

Service to commence at seven o’clock.
A collection will be made in aid of the expenses.

PUBLIC MEETINGS.

Public Meetings will be held on the Afternoons and Evenings
of Monday and Tuesday, May 13th and 14th, in the Portman
Rooms (entrance in Dorset-street ; near Baker-street
Station).

SuBJECTS FOR CONSIDERATION AND DiscussioN,

MoNpAY AFTERNOON—Chairman, MRr. E. DawsoN Rogers,
President of the London Spiritualist Alliance, and Editor of
‘ LioHT.”

At 3 o'clock. Public Exhibitions of Spiritual Phenomena. In-
troduced by MR. JaMEs RoBerTsoN (Glasgow).

At 4.15. An Ideal Religious Service for Spiritualists and In-
quirers. Introduced by Mr. E. W. WaLLis (Manchester),
Editor of ‘“THE Two WORLDS.”

MoxpAY EVvENING—Chairman, the Rev. J. Pace Hoprps.

At 7 o'clock. A Popular Misconception of the Relation
between Science and Spiritualism. Introduced by Mr. THos.
SHORTER (London).

At 8.30. Are Spirit Photographs necessarily the Photographs
of Spirita ? Introduced by MR. TraiLL TayLor (London).

TuespAY AFTERNOON — Chairman, Mr. W. T. Stean, Editor of
‘ Borderland "’ and the ‘‘ Review of Reviews.”

At 3 o'clock. The Duty of Spiritualists to Young People.
Introduced by Mr. A. KitsoN (Hanging Heaton), Secretary
of the Lyceum Union,

At 4.16. Organisation for Combined Action and Work. Intro-
duced by MR. S. S. CHisweLL (Liverpool), President of the
National Spiritualists’ Federation.

Turspay EVENXING—Chairman, Mr. JoEN Lamont (Liverpool).

At 7 o’clock. Our Duty with regard to acting upon Information
given, Advice offered, or Requests made, in Spirit Messages.
Introduced by Mr. J. J. Morse (London), Editor of *‘THE
Lycecy BANNER.”

At 8.30. Answers to written questions from the audience on
Spiritualism, Religion, and Reform. By MRs. HARDINGE
BriTTEN (London).

CONVERSAZIONE.

A Conversazione will be held in the Portman Rooms (entrance
in Baker-street ; near Baker-street Station) on Wednesday
Evening, May 15th.

Music, REFRESHMENTS, SOCIAL INTERCOURSE, OBJECTS OF

INTEREST TO SPIRITUALISTS AND INQUIRERS,
AND SHORT ADDRESSES.

Doors oven at seven o!clock.

Admission by tickets, to be obtained from the Secretary,
Oftice of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 2, Duke-street,
Adelphi, London, W.C. ; or at the Monday and Tuesday Muet-
ings. The tickets will be free, but those applicants will have
the preference who are members of Spiritualist Societies,or who
are contributors to the Conference Expenses Fund, or who are
otherwise known as active promoters of the Cause.

CONFERENCE EXPENSES FUND.

Contributions to the fund for defraying the expenses of the
Conference are earnestly solicited, and may be forwarded to the
Treasurer, Mr. H. WrrrALL, London Spiritualist Alliance, 2,
Duke-street, Adelphi, London, W.C.

Copies of the above announcement, in a form suitable
for distribution, will be supplied to Secretaries of Societies,
on application to the Secretary of the London Spiritualist
Alliance,
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THEOSOPHY AND SPIRITUALISM.

By Qu.xsTor VITE.

(Continved from page 1035.)

Theosophy thus confesses from internal evidence that,
beyond its human occultists or ‘‘Masters,” it can bring forward
no higher authority in ultimate support of its teachings than
mere psychical spirits—t.e., spirits emanating from the same
sphere as that of the ‘‘ controls” of Spiritualistic circles.

Now this fact throws a curious light on the condemnation by
Theosophy of the séance room and spiritual circles. It opens
the door to the inference that these psychical Nirmanakayas
and their human adept representatives, in applying the methods,
must have been guided by identical motives as those which
actuated the ecclesiastics of the past ; that is to say that, in
branding all other available psychical sources of information as
misleading and damaging, they sought to restrict to themselves
the spiritual communion of mortals ; even as the priests of old
endeavoured to retain the instruction of the people in their own
hands and to limit this to what they might choose to convey, so
that they might thereby retain power over them, with concomi-
tant self-glorification.

What other motive could have dictated such procedure but
effort towards self-aggrandisement, such, indeed, as we see ex-
pressed in their extraordinary claimms to be liberators and
saviours of mankind 7 Neither did they allow themselves to be
deterred by the consideration that their instructions in this
respect would prevent what assistance towards the evolution of
unprogressed disembodied human beings, may be rendered in
the conditions presented in séances, as referred to on p. 509.

Mr. Harte informs us that it is whispered that Bavaji lost
his identity for some weeks, during which he gave out the
teachings of a Mahatina to Mr. Sinnett. If 4, that would be
but such a case of ‘‘control” by a living person as 1 have
referred to as occurring to a simple-minded sensitive, t.e., the

receiving by a sensitive of a telepathic current (which may
be propelled either from, or through, an embodied or a disem-
bodied spirit ; the psychical principle in action being identical),
the thought-content or quality of which is converted into words.
Colonel Olcott refers to similar incidents as occurring in con-
nection with H. P. B.'s writing of her occult works, during
which she assumed successively multiple personalities. One of
these is referred to as a dead Platonist ; the other operators
are supposed to have been living occultists.

It appears now to be recognised as beyond dispute that
H. P. B. was a strong natural psychic. Your summary of the
position in this respect, on page 87, is most fair and impartial.
I have previously stated, on p. 226, that there can be no such
thing as occult powers apart from natural psychic gifts ; but
granting that she was a natural psychic, it follows that while
some of the phenomena that she displayed may have been
psychological, or conjuring tricks, or even frauds, it does not
follow that all were necessarily fraudulent, as it is now
inferred. Undoubtedly some will have been bond fide. She
18 far from being the first real medium who has resorted to
tricks to astound the vulgar sensation seekers.

It is now recognised that in the psychical field communion
18 governed by the degree of responsiveness unfolded in the
recipient instrument ; while attraction is governed by affinity.
H. P. B.’s character, as revealed to us now, constitutes the
criterion by which we may estimate her psychical surroundings
or ‘‘ controls.” Her self-assertiveness and love of notoriety
must have attracted similar influences around her.* We have
already noticed similar traits in her Nirmanakayas. We have
only to infer that some of these self-exalting spirita became her
familiar controls, to assume that they may have brought her
into relation with other psychics, self-styled adepts or Mahat-
mas, who also similarly served them as instruments. Then,
granting the possibility of telepathic communion and astral
projection as previously described, and the fact that these
‘‘adepts "’ were prepared to use their psychical knowledge for
their own mutual advantage, and to assist and use H. P. B.
accordingly, and while not losing sight of the probability of
Mr. E. Coleman’s suggested ‘‘editing,” we may then surmise
how the whole extraordinary superstructure of Theosophy was

* It is to be regretted that Mr. A. Lillie should have suggested. p. 76,
that H.P.B. was controlled by “ spooks.” What, pray, are spooks? The
term is as objectionable from a non-Theosophist, as from a Theosophist.
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raised. While we recognise the wonderful ability displayed in
the construction cof its philosophical system, which has acted for
good on large numbers of people, yet we must also recognise it
as an abortive effort to establish the glorification of a few self-
styled adepts and their familiar spirits, to the detraction of the
One Omniscient Reality to which solely is all glory due and
apart from which there is8 no man or spirit.

Instead of becoming the instrument of pure angels who re-
cognise the will of the Supreme Determiner as acting in and
directing all the evolution of the Universe, as the manifesting
of the divine accomplishing, she fell apparently into the control
of a band of spirits claimjng self-power and self-exaltation, at
the expense, by implication, of the obliteration of the Supreme ;
claiming the function of saviours and liberators of mankind.
Liberators from what, pray, unless from errors mnade by Absolute
Consciousness, by Universal Life, and which errors have appar-
ently to wait the advent of these self-appointed psychical-
saviours for redressment ; while absolute cognition is by impli-
cation made to be unconscious apparently of the results of its
own becoming ; of its unfolding into explicit distinction in
included temporality. The fractions set themselves up in an-
archical pretension to govern che inclusive whole from which
they issue a8 included factors.

I do not hesitate to say that all systems which glorify the
personality and exalt self-will and therein by implication make
the Universal subservient to the personal, or included relative
factors, are inversive, prove themselves to originate with dark
adepts, and must crumble.

If the wisdom of the Theosophic Masters is of transcendent
degree as has-been claimed, how is it, allow me to ask, that they
come to use as one of their human chiefs a man who is now re-
quested to resign his post, by his fellow-members, because of the
odium he has brought upon the society by his actions 1 How did
their wisdom not foresee this ? Granting the mostlenient view sug-
gested by Mrs. Besant, that Mr. Judge is a psychic and received
these messages as such and only failed in his duty in causing it
to be inferred that they came directly from the Masters and
not indirectly through his mediacy ; then what are we to think
of Masters of Wisdom who support such procedure, repeated
time after time, by which members are misled under false pre-
tences ?

If we are to judge them by the puerilities contained in their
messages vid Judge, these Masters of Wisdom compare but
poorly even with the much abused controls of the séance room.

There is an occult maxiin to the effect that whatever the
quality-content of a life current may be, that quality will
manifest through every plane it traverses. The converse of
this would imply that manifestation is always the expression of
subjective quality. And this is actually a philosophic truth.
The quality of the current may consequently be estimated by its
expression. The imperfection in the expression through the
mediacy of Mr. Judge, in which we see the craving for power and
self-assertion, at all costs, confirms what I said previously as to
the origin of the current which evidently flows from a non-
equilibrated source, from which the generous and softening
influence of love is absent. The constant self-assertion and
self-glorification which appear in the messages vid Judge is recog-
nised by leading Theosophists such as Mr. B. Keightly, who has
issued a circular calling attention thereto. But he forgets that
‘Mrs. Besant has stated that she believes the gist of the messages
vid Judge were received by him psychically from Masters. She
continues to style them ‘¢ Lords of Compassion” and to attri-
bute to them ideal qualities of perfection which would rather
appear from above to exist more among the students of Theo-
sophy than among its Masters. Verily it looks as if Theosophists
were psychologised. The determination of the all-conscious
Universal Life disapears from view. The world is presented
as a field in which black and white adepts play with the fate of
men (though these are determinations of the Universal) as with
pawns.

In looking back on the great popular success achieved by
Theosophy, one cannot fail to be surprised that so many people
have preferred to seek for information concerning the hereafter
from a school which announced itself as representing the teach-
ings of embodied occultists, rather than directly from the dis-
embodied inhabitants of those inner spheres. Now, no human
adept can transcend the laws governing perception. I have
shown previously (p. 321) that the experiences pertaining
to the inner strata of embodied consciousness during intro-
mission, in relation with inner states, in coming out into
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