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The New York “ Recorder,” referring to two astonishing
verdicts given by a Kansas jury, says :—

We may be sure that the hypnotic theory of defence will be
advanced now with increasing frequency. New and knotty
points of medico-legal import will thereby be raised, and the
courts will sooner or later have to determine them. The Kansas
juries that have just found the hypnotiser guilty of the murder
and his hypnotised agent ‘* not guilty ™ have set up a first pre-
cedent in dealing with this new order of crimes by proxy. Ifthe
higher courts sustain these verdicts, the hypnotic suggestors will
henceforth make their suggestions of murder, as the senators of
one of the ancient republics used to make theirs—with halters
around their necks.

Another journal, the Washington * Star,” refers to this
¢« gubstitute for the insanity dodge,” and says :—

Suggestions to the vicious may be somewhat out of order, but
in view of the vast amount of brainwork that has been put in on
endeavours to save the lives of some pretty worthless people it
does seem strange that counsel for the defence have never sug-
gested that the murdered person hypnotised the murderer and
compelled the crime rather than commit suicide. Against such
a defence as that it would be more than difficult for even the
most astute prosccutor to make much headway, for his best
witness would necossarily be absent. The country is tired of
the insanity dodge. It must be supplied with something novel.

The Father Ivan, of Cronstadt, whose great healing
powers did not avail in the case of Alexander IIL, is, we
are told, by no means a mystic or an uncanny person. He
is described as “a simple-hearted, deeply-religious man,”
with much experience of the world—aboundingly generous,
too, as these healers usually are; fully believing in their
great Master’s mandate, ‘“ Freely ye have received, freely
give.” But why, Oh why, do they so often lack homely
common sense and common justice ! It is said that while
Ivan would hand a thousand roubles to a beseeching
stranger, his own wife and children were sometimes
penniless.

The publication, in  The Nineteenth Century,” of two
letters from Sir Walter Scott, on the subject of * the
return of departed spirits,” is opportune. In these letters,
Sir Walter presents himself as but a poor believer, but he
says: “I heartily regret the days when I did entertain
that very interesting opinion.” In one of these letters he
says that *the great moral argument against™ is that
“ ghosts are only seen when they are believed.” This is
not the fact. But he tells a story of his sleeping in a
haunted room—which came to nothing. ‘I felt nothing
but that I had had a very busy day, had eaten a good
dinner, had drunk a hottle of excellent claret, and was
nuch disposed to sleep.” As we say, this is opportune.
Sir Walter was cured! He had thickened the veil.

-_— —_— —_— ——— — -

In a late Note, we said that Mr. Henry’s “Spookland ”
could be obtained from Messrs. Gordon and Gotch. We
now understand that this firm in London repudiates know-
ledge of the book. All we can say is that the imprint on
the title-page before us is as follows :—* Wholesale agents,
Gordon and Gotch, Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Cape
Town, and London.”

HypNoTisM AT THE RoYAL AQUARIUM.—*‘ One little thing I
heard which will bear repeating. A pressman questioned one
of the medicos as to whether he considered mesmerism and
hypnotism identical. He replied, ‘I call hypnotisin mesmerism
with a top hat.” "—Detroit Free Press.

Tae ConpucT oF CircLEs.—We have printed, In a con-
venient form, suitable for enclosure in letters or for distribution
at public meetings, ‘‘ M.A. (Oxon.’s? » ¢¢ Advice to Inquirers,
for the Conduct of Circles.”” We shall be pleased to supply
copies free to all friends who will undertake to make good use of
them. The only charge will be for postage—25, 4d.; b0, 1d.;
100, 2d.; 200, 3d.; 400, 43d.; 600, 6d., &c.
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM,
IN RELATION TO RELIGION, SCIENCE, AND REFORM,

A Lecture GivEN BY MRs. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN AT
THE MasoNic HaLL, NoTTINGHAM, FEBRUARY 17TH, 1895,

——

[NoTE BY THE RiprorTER.—The subject of the following address
was first treated by the gifted speaker before a large assembly
at Barrow-in-Furness. As, unfortunately, no report was
taken on that occasion, some strangers who were present,
deeming the lecture of the highest importance in the present
religious crisis, and hearing that it would be repeated by
request at Nottingham, determined to send a reporter there
at their own expense, with a view to its publication. The
entire lecture would, perhaps, be too much for the limited
space of the English Spiritualist papers, and hence some
ﬁurtions, not so essential as others, are omitted ; but it must

e added that mere repetition of words could do no justice to
the thrilling effect produced by the eloquent lady on her large
and deeply-interested audience. Seeming unwilling to part
with her, she was urged to close by repeating her own fine
poem of ¢ Over There."”]

In every land, in every age, mankind in the aggregate
has accepted some kind of religious belief invariably founded
upon a spiritual basis. The God whom ** no man hath seen at
any time "—yet who must be in order to account for the mystery
of being—becomes at once comprehensible and worshipful as the
Supreme, spiritual Author of Creation. Continued existence
beyond the great and awful mystery of death, has found such
universal acceptance in every phase of human thought (except
amongst avowed materialists) that it must be acknowledged asa
primeval truth born in the consciousness of mortal being.  Still
the death and decay of the earthly body necessitate the belief
that a continuation of life beyond the grave must be in a thought
region, or spiritual realm of being. Added to these original,
and, therefore, creative, instincts of humanity, has been the
universal opinion, that good or evil lives on earth, whatever the
standard of good and evil may have been, invariably determine
the status of the soul in the next stage of existence. And this
is religion —the all, the sum and substance of religion. No matter
whether amongst savage or civilised peoples, whether of modern
or ancient times, these three special phases of belief constitute
the basis of all the world’s true religions. It is historically
proved that in every country and age, angels, spirits, or some
beings resembling humanity, but still of a higher world than
earth, have from time to tilme appeared to men, whilst powers,
not of human origin, have been manifested through special
individuals, who have sometimes been honoured as prophets,
sometimes tortured and killed as witches, and sometimes-—when
they happened to belong to a popular Christian Church—
canonised as saints. Now, whilst these world-wide beliefs con-
stitute the general basis of the religions of past ages, their
failures in our present modern civilisation are these. In the
first place the professed Christian teachers of this century insist
upon drawing all their proofs of inspiration, divine authority,
or spiritual appearances from the records of some 2,000 years
ago, and though many of the best scholars pronounce these
records as more than doubtful, and not in harmony with the
world’s progress in every other department of divine order, the
priesthood of this age persist upon citing these ancient and
much-disputed writings, as their sole standard of religion or
evidence of God’s dealings with men. In the next place, they
even pervert the alleged teachings of the Founder of their faith,
to suit the creedal differences of hundreds of various seots.
Worse still, they entirely neutralise the grand and world-wide
belief, that good or evil deeds done on earth do determine the
condition of the soul’s continued existence hereafter—making a
hell and heaven of their own invention, whilst avoidance of the
one, and entrance to the other, are alleged to be dependent
upon sectarian creeds and practices, and devotion to all the
ritualistic rites and services of special sects. The last point
which places the so-called systems of Christian faith far below
the reasonable or authoritative teaching of proven religion is
that the priests of modern time deny the possibility of the
enfranchised soul's return to earth as a ministering angel at
the present day; relegate all the records of hauntings,
inspiration, or spiritual manifestations in any form, to an
imaginary being whom they call ‘‘Satan,” ‘‘Beelzebub,”
“the adversary of God'; and denounce all attempts to put in
force the promise of Him they call the Founder of their faith—
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no sorrow, no sighing. The good and the true are there, and it
1s enough to say that in this better and higher world —this land
of compensation as well as of retribution—the good, the true,
the earth’s martyrs, as well as its benefactors, are all in glory,
and that, from the poorest grades of earthly being to the highest.
An aristocracy of goodness and a government of wisdom are
there. There, no rank or earthly titles count, and before every
soul is an eternity of progress, every step of which must be
attained by the worth, goodness, and wisdom of the ascending
pilgrim. And these are the teachings of every returning spirit.
The good proclaim it the world over, the evil cannot mask it,
and—this is THE RELIGION OF SpIRITUALISM—the confession,
corroborated all over the world by millions of the dwellers in
the land of the hereafter. Accept or reject it as you will, there
is not now upon the face of the earth any sect of religious
teachings that offers so full and ccmplete a system of revelation
concerning the next step in eternity, beyond the grave, or one
that has such *‘ a high hand and stretched out arm ” to proclaim
‘‘the truth against the world,” as MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

OBJECTIVITY OF AURAS.

TRANBLATED FROM THE ‘‘ ANNALES DES SCIENCES PSYCHIQUES."

(Continved from ‘““LacHT” of December 29th, 1894.)

Seventh Question.—Can our present scientific knowledge
explain the production and perception of the aura ?

We think we have demonstrated that the aura is a real
phenomenon, actually perceived, like all other luminous pheno-
mena, by means of the eye. We are thus led to think that the
aura must be, like every luminous source, the seat of vibratory
molecular movements, sending to the eye rays capable of
impressing it, and of giving the sensation of colour. The exces-
sive excitement of the atinosphere’s molecular activity in contact
with certain parts of the observed body would be due to rays
originating through the vibratory molecular movements of this
body. It might be conceived that even the form of the latter
would cause a more considerable effect in certain directions on
the molecules of the surrounding atmosphere ; we shall return
to this aspect later on. Let us, first of all, see by what laws
a vibrational movement can be propagated from the body to the
portion of atinosphere which is the seat of the aura, then from
thence to the eye, and, finally, from the eye to the centre of
perception. We know that the characteristic elements of all
vibrational movement are its form, its amplitude, and the
number of vibrations per second. The intensity of the effect
produced on the eye, or, rather, on the centre of perception,
is proportional to the square of the amplitude ; the nature of
the effect produced—that is, the kind of colour perceived—only
depends on the number of vibrations per second of the shock
received.

From these principles, borrowed from mathematical physics,
we draw the following conclusions :—

Let us consider a molecular group belonging to any body,
solid, liquid, or gaseous ; at a given moment the vibrational
movements of these molecules are defined by a certain form, a
certain amplitude, and a certain number of vibrations per
second. This group receives rays from neighbouring bodies and
also radiates itself. Suppose that an additional ray, coming
from neighbouring molecules, influences the group under con-
sideration. This causes in the vibrational movement anteriorly
existing a modification which depends on the elements of this
additional ray. The motive force mr? of the anterior vibra-
tional movement is augmented ; as the mass m of the molecules
of the group has not changed, the speed of the movement must
augment. Now the speed of a vibration can only be accelerated
in two ways—Dby increase of amplitude, or by increase of the
number of vibrations per second. As the increase of speed
bears on two quantities, one of them may remain constant, or
even diminish, provided the other attains a value sufficient to
increase the motive force in the required proportion. The fol-
lowing combinations are, therefure, to be distinguished :—--

(@) Increase of amplitude without modification of the number
of vibrations per second.

(h) Greater increase of amplitude and diminution of the
number of vibrations.

(¢) Increase of amplitude and of the number of vibrations.

(d) Increase of the number of vibrations without change of
amplitude.
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(¢) Increase of the number of vibrations and diminution of
amplitude.

Such are the modifications which might occur in the mole-
cular group under consideration.

For the same reason, the ray sent by this group to neigh-
bouring bodies is also modified by one or other of these com-
binations, and so on, from point to point; from the body
emitting the aura to the centre of colour perception.

Perception of the Awra.—One might explain thus, in par-
ticular, how it happens that the nature of the perceived colour
varies with the subject, with his condition, and even with the
characteristics of the ray which the eye rececives. It is not here
a matter of fixing at what points of the course between the eye
and the centre of colour - perception these alterations are
produced, nor of seeking an explanation of the extra-
ordinary increase of sensitiveness from the point of view
of aura-perception under hypnotic influence; that study
belongs to the physiologist. It is suflicient for us to
show that the modifications of the ray, indicated by
the experiment, may be considered as a consequence of
the principles which govern the transmission of energy. The
sensations of colour depend on the number of vibrations per
sccond in the shock received at the centre of perception, and
this number increases from red to violet.  Therefore, starting
from yellow, for example, which corresponds to the mean sen-
sation, the colour sensation will trend towards red if the number
of vibrations is diminished, and towards the violet if the
number 18 increased. With regard to the intensity of colour
sensation, it is proportional to the square of the amplitude.
But that applies to the same colour ; it is, in fact, known that
the different rays do not affect the visual and normal sense in
the same way, and that in the same spectrum the maximum
occurs with the yellow.  These considerations show how the
method of seeing the aura may vary from one subject to another,
and with the same subject, according to his condition.

Production of the Anra.—In what precedes, we have consi-
dered in an absolutely general fashion the molecules of succes-
sive surroundings traversed by the ray, without seeking to dis-
tinguish the molecules of ether from the ponderable molecules
of these surroundings the principle of the transmission of
energy applies, in fact, to the one as well as to the other. But
this distinction becomes necessary in regard to the portion of
the gaseous surroundings which is the seat of the aura, if we
seck to ascertain the nature of the latter. We know from the
works of Fresnel, verified by the experiments of Mons. Fizeau
on the propulsion of luminous waves, that the ether molecules of
a gaseous medium, shot with the highest velocity that can be
imparted to them, do not influence the luminous vibrations in
any appreciable manner. 1f, therefore, observation shows that
a displacement of air produces a distortion or deformation of the
aura, it 18 because the ether molecules of the medium, where
the aura exists, are not alone concerned, and because the pon-
derable molecules of this medium participate in the vibratory
movement of the ray’s source. It 13 therefore thus : an agita-
tion of the air can disturb the aura, which then oscillates after
the manner of a flame.

It scems,therefore, that the molecules of oxygen and nitro-
gen which constitute the air, and with which the body is in
contact, receive from the latter an augmented excitation of
vibratory movement in certain directions which depend on the
structure—more or less homogeneous, and complex—and on the
form of the body, as well as on the presence of certain radial
centres of energy, as occurs in organised bodies. We can then
explain why, in a homogencous and elongated body, the auras
show with greater intensity at the two extremities. In this
direction, in fact, the influence sustained by each gaseous mole-
cule, on contact with the body, is derived from the sum of the
influences of a long scries of molecules which meet at this
point ; the elementary impulsions of all these molecules
ageregate here in application, and cause, on the surface of
the body, a result which tends to propagate itself in
a straight line through the air in the prolongation of this shock
given by this series of molecules. But, on the other hand, it
may be that the modifieation communicated to the group of air
moleenles forming the aura canses a greater diversion of these
molecules, for example, in consequence of an augmentation of
the amplitude of vibrations ; the density of the group diminishes
then in relation to that of the uninfluenced surrounding medium,
and the aura tends to rise vertically. The direction of the aura
may then vary between two extreme limits ; the prolongation of
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