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Dumfries Circuit, against one Elspeth Rule. On this occasion
the accused was found guilty only by a majority of the jury,
sentenced to be branded on the check, and banished the countrye
The last execution for witcheraft in Scotland took place in a
case tried in Ross-shire, before the Sheriff, in 1722. The victim
was an insane old woman named Loh (or Loch), in Sutherland-
shire, who was charged with having changed her daughter into a
pony, upon which she had ridden ; and the pony, having been
shod by the Devil, her dwughter, after re-transformation into a
woman, remained ever after quite lame from the injuries to her
feet. The chronicler of this case relates thatthis poor insaneperson
was 50 unconcerned as to her fate that, the day being cold, she
sit and warmed herself at the fire which was to burn her re-
mains, while the other preparations for her execution were being
made.

In supplement to these witcheraft series I shall next deal
with two or three interesting psychological cases found recorded

in the criminal annals of Scotland, including that of the notorious
Major Weir.

A CHALLENGE TO MR. MASKELYNE.

A correspondent supplies the following information as
to a challenge recently given to Mr. Maskelyne : —

Mr. Maskelyne's recent fulminations against Spiritualisin (in
the *“ Pall Mall Magazine” and the ¢ Evening News”) have
brought down upon hin the righteous wrath of our friend,
“8S.+ 8.” Taking up the oft-repeated boast that Mr. Maskelyne
and others like him, can do a'l that is done through mediums,
our friend determined to put the matter to the test. He there-
fore, under the heading of ‘* After Mr. Maskelyne's Scalp |—
Spiritualists on the War Path.—A Challenge,” sent a letter
to the *“ Evening News,” offering if Mr. Maskelyne, the next time
he had a bodily pain of any sort, would communicate with him, to
introduce a Spiritualist who—*¢“without touching, questioning, or
hypnotising the ¢ patient’ ”—would at once proceed to

1.—Indicate the precise locality of Mr. Maskelyne's pain ;
2.—Describe the exact nature of the pain ;

3.—State how and why the pain arose ;

4.—Mention how long it had been present ; and

2.—According to the degree of its severity,entirely remove,
orimmensely relieve the pain on the spot.

When this had been done, ‘“S. + S.” continued, Mr. Maske-
lyne would be asked to duplicate the * phenomenon” by
trickery.

I'o this challenge the ‘¢ Evening News,"” under the heading,
‘*“ Mr. Maskelyne’s Scalp.—His Reply to ¢ S. + S."—What he is
Prepared to Do,” published a long letter from that gentleman,
in the course of which he ‘“freely admitted "’ that he would not
be able to duplicate the phenomenon described. Thus far, so
grod; but Mr. Maskelyne proceeded to ¢ trot out” afresh so
miny of his stale, weather-beaten, and long-since-demolished
ohjections to Spiritualism, and charges against Spiritualists,
that, as we have said, ““S.+ S.” arose in his wrath, and ad-
ministered a castigation to ‘‘ our only pope” (as he christened
him) which we hope may benefit the recipient by teaching him
‘‘ better manners.”

With curious ideas of fair play, the ‘ Evening News”
refused to allow any reply to the Piccadilly ¢ pope” to appear
in its columns.  We are gratified, however, but not surprised,
to find that our esteemed contemporary ‘¢ Daylight ”’ (Norwich)
has not proved itself to be so bigoted. In its issues of the
2nd and 9th inst., under the title of ¢ Mr. Maskelyne Scalped !
—The Suppressed Rejoinder,” it publishes our friend’s article
in full.  We advise our readers to provide themselves with
coptes.  For ‘““shot and shell ” against Spiritualism’s ¢“arch-
heretic,” James Payne, Victor Hugo, Cicero, Florence Marryat,
W. H. Edwards, Mark Twain, Artemus Ward, Pope, George
Bernard Shaw, and (last, but not least) Edward Maitland, are
all-—in turn, and in the order in which we have named them—
laid under contribution ; and the ‘tomahawking ” (to revert to
the original metaphor) is as complete as it is merciless.  The
healing medium who will be put forward to meet Mr. Maskelyne
15 Mr. W. H. Edwards, of the Chicpstow Hall Socicty, Peckham.
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VoLuME o ‘“ LIGHT ” ror 1895.—Now ready, handsomely
bound in half roan, the volume of ‘‘ Licur 7 for 1895. Price,
post free in the United Kingdom, 15s. 9d.  Early application
must be made, as the supply is limited. Oftices of *¢ Li¢HT,” 2,
Duke-street, Adelphi, W.C.
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A PSYCHOLOGICAL PUZZLE.*

That the problems of a woman’s nature, ordinarily regarded,
are nany and deep i8 a proposition that no student of ‘‘ The
Journal of Marie Bashkirtseff,” for instance, will attempt to
controvert. When, however (as told in the volume before us),
they take a pronouncedly abnormal and psychological form, the
mystery thickens, and the puzzle grows more insoluble than ever.
Mollie Fancher appears to have been, in her youth, a favourable
specimen of the American girl, slender and graceful in form,
bright, accomplished, and ambitious in character. It was about
the time when her scholastic attainments led her to expect to
graduate, that the accident happened which changed the entire
¢ourse of her life.  She was but just recovering from the effects of
being thrown from a runaway horse, when another catastrophe,
in the shape of a fall from a tram-car, overtook her. The re-
sulting injuries were such that her case was several times given
up as hopeless by her medical attendants. Then came a series
of ‘‘trances and spasms,” culminating in what can be only in-
adequately described as a “‘ trance,” which, incredible as it may
seem, extended over a period of nine years. During those nine
years she wrote upwards of 6,500 letters, did a vast amount of
knitting and embroidery, and a great deal of what is described
as very beautiful wax-work. During this time, too, she exhibited
the faculty of clairvoyance in an intensely lucid degree ; and
‘“ five other Mollie Fanchers ” made their appearance. We are
not concerned to explain the phenomenon indicated by this
phrase ; the advocates of the various theories of '* subliminal
consciousness,” ‘¢ multiplex personality,” and ‘* abnormal cere-
bration” are free to pass their own criticisms upon
the case. The fact remains that, to quote the book,
five different personalitics or ‘‘selves ” of Miss Fancher
were  manifested, severally distinguished as *“ Sunbeam,”
““Idol,” ¢ Rosebud,” ¢ Pearl,” and ‘“ Ruby.” The significant
feature of these manifestations was that each of the person
alities scems to have been more or less identified with some
previous parts of Miss Fancher’'s own life. We may give one
example. ‘‘Rosebud ” appeared to have been representative of
Miss Fancher’s life up to the age of seven. It was while
exhibiting this ‘“‘life ” or *‘ personality ” that Miss Fancher one
day wrote a letter, the composition and character of which were
just such as would have been expected from a child of seven.
Further investigation revealed the fact that it was as nearly as
possible like a letter the patient had written some eight years
previously, when herself a child of about the same age repre-
sented by ‘“ Rosebud.” The faculties of clairvoyance and pre-
vision exhibited by Miss Fancher during this period were,
however, productive of the greater interest amongst students

of the case, and it is with examples of these faculties that the
book 1s mainly occupied.

It would be unfair to the writer of the volume to quote
further from it. We may, therefore, content ourselves by
remarking that it is a work of singular interest, and, whether as
a psychical or pathological study, the case of Mollie Fancher
must rank prominently amongst those exanples of the abnormal
in nature which have puzzled alike doctors of medicine and
doctors of divinity. It may be of interest to add that the book
i8 not written from the Spiritualistic standpoint.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF NORTH WALES.

A debate took place at the above college, on the 15th inst.,
on the question: ‘‘Is Spiritualism a Fact?” Mr. J. R.
Prytherch introduced the subject, relating some of the experi-
ments of Mr. Traill Taylor in spirit-photography, of Mr,
Crookes, and of Dr. Oliver Lodge. Mr. O. W. Griflith replied.
He admitted fully that many mediums and believers in Spiritu-
alism were honest and intelligent people, but thought the
phenomena could be explained by self-deception, unconscious
muscular action, optical illusions, &c. Mr. Jenkyn Thomas,
M.A., said that the arrogance of some scientists in declaring
that anything they could not explain was contrary to the laws
of Nature, was quite unwarranted, and that the evidence in
favour of Spiritualism was worthy of credence. Mr. W. H.

Hill stated that he had known several mediums amongst his
own friends, and could vouch for the genuineness of some of
the phenomena from personal experience. He also pointed
out the insufticiency of Mr. Griflith’s theories to account for
many of the fucts. On a division, sixteen voted in favour of
the truth of Spiritualism and twenty-eight agninst it ; many
did not vote.

* = Mollie Faucher, the Brooklyn BEuigwma'” By Abram H. Dailey,
(Eagle Book Printing Department. Brooklhvn, N.Y.)
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THE MYSTERIES OF MEDIUMSHIP.

MISS X.— OF “BORDERLAND."”

By oUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE.

That a lady should be a medium, exercise deliberately
and openly her gifts as a medium, and yet, if not deny, at
least not admit, that she or any other medium i & medium,
is surely one of the Mysteries of Mediumship.

For this reason I was very curious to have a word or
two with Miss X.

Miss X. is herself a mystery. Whether her desire to
remain so can long continue to receive gratification is
doubtful. To-day she is Miss X, co-editor with Mr. Stead,
of ‘“ Borderland,” and a Psychical Researcher of note and
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training enabling me to criticise them. For those who
believe, other people’s experiences are superfluous; those
who don’t, must, or should bhe, sure of their own ground.
I have been privileged to suggest to many who formerly
despised psychical research to at least inguire. They have
believed my statements as to my own experiences ; they
have also believed me logical and level-headed, and have
found such a combination suggestive. There are many
points in an inquiry like ours which I feel to be too
personal, too sacred, for careless handling and public dis-
cussion. On these I am silent- -not from want of faith,
but because the unseen is too real, too vivid for mere
curiosity and speculation. It is in no spirit of egotism
that I dwell thus at length upon my own views, but because
I feel that I am somewhat misunderstood by those whom I
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success ; to-morrow she may be—well, X stands for a  Would wish to regard me as a fellow worker rather than as t
quantity unknown, and one thing at any rate is certain to a wielder of the birch-rod.” t
my mind, that this very clever, keen-witted, and logical- “I am corrected. We are not so much at variance )
minded woman is a potent factor with whom Spiritualists  after all}” 1
before long will have to reckon; and it will be as well if “In essentials—the desire for truth,” said Miss X, 5
they can reckon with her on their own side. earnestly, “we are surely in unity; in non-essentials we z
Our interview arose from some correspondence about a ~ may well claim liberty ; in all things I, and I am sure you -

little girl with whom had been associated some remarkable  too, would cordially extend as you have a right to claim ‘
disturbances that seemed to point to powerful incipient  —charity.” '
mediumship; and Miss X., on, as I thought, the insuflicient The atmosphere being thus pleasantly cleared, I felt it

ground (although, of course, I could not dispute the point  Was time to learn something from Miss X. of those

with her) that she knew the original and innate depravity  personal experiences to which she had referred, and which

of the youthful feminine heart, suggested that a good sound I was sure would prove of very high interest.

whipping might lead to a prosaic solution of the mystery. “T have not,” she said, ¢ reached the point of regarding

A little nettled, the more so as I had just had another  myself as the medium of beings in another state, but it

letter, from the scene of the phenomena, informing me that  is certain that there are abnormal powers associated with

a member of the Psychical Research Society was investigating ~ me which I have as yet not satisfactorily accounted for.”

the occurrences, but ¢« had not yet discovered any evidence of “ And you may still come round to our way of
trickery,” I, in turn, suggested that Miss X. should join this  thinking ?”

investigator in his work, feeling sure that her birch-rod “] am far from saying that that is impossible ; but my

would prove a valuable accessory in his quest for fraud.  position is that every natural explanation should be ex-
Thereupon, Miss X., somewhat aggrieved, told me that I  hausted Dbefore the theory favoured by Spiritualists is

was very much mistaken ; and to learn how that could be  accepted.” :
I called on her at the house in Pall Mall East, where on “Yes, I know.” A
three floors they cure you of physical ills by Matteian “These strong intuitive and clairvoyant powers have
remedies and other things, and on the top floor of all, if  exhibited themselves since I was a child of three. Not [
you successfully run the gauntlet of the other three and  long since, going through the note-books of a deceased
survive the climb, a psychical diagnosis further awaits you.  relative, I came across this entry, having reference to o
Miss X., however, assured me that the relation is merely  myself at the age mentioned : ¢ Baby cried without reason, .
geographical. Here iy the office of *“ Borderland,” and here  afterwards asked if her mother were ill” I took the :‘.'1
Miss X. and her secretaries twain work the oracle for that  trouble to inquire carefully into this matter, and found !

distinguished publication.

“ Please don’t suppose,” she began, ¢ that my birch-rod
proposition 18 an er parte or « priort conclusion. It was
based ‘on information received.’”

“ But you did not say so, you know.”

“No. I am afraid T treated the matter a little Hip-
pantly, and gave a wrong impression. There is another as-
sumption to correct. You think I do not believe in mediums,
That is a mistake. I have seen a great many mediums in
whom I most emphatically don’t believe, and so, no doubt,
have you; but when I dispute nine cases out of ten, it is
because of the reverence, which is more than faith, that 1
have for the tenth. My attitude is not one of intidelity,
but of agnosticism, and this for the sake of others.”

““I am really very sorry i

‘Do not say so. I am myself to blame; but I cannot
help feeling that if I and the Spiritualists could come

that on the veryday to which the entry related, I being at
the time sixty miles away from home, my mother was
taken suddenly and seriously ill, as the result of an
accident, the illness ending in her death. That is the first
recorded instance of my scer faculty. The carliest experi-
ences that I can remember were of a class that would now
be explained by the theory of thought-transference. 1
was living anong relatives who did not understand the
state of affairs, and who alternated between the supposition
that I was ill, and the supposition that I was naughty, so
that sometimes I was met with rice-pudding, and sometimes
with such punishments as having tolearn French grammar
and German irregular verbs.”

“ Did it never occur to your friends that, under the
circumstances, a good whipping might be a useful antidote?”

Miss X. laughed good-naturedly. ¢ No; but you see
they were inexperienced, and did not know the right way
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to go to work; so that, when I saw things that other
people did not see, I used to have to learn French poetry,
and I can now recite hundreds of lines of Racine in con-
sequence ; and when T heard things which were inaudible
to anybody else, I was generally rewarded with solitary
confinement. The natural result was that by the time
I was seven or eight I learned to hold my tongue. Being
an only girl, practically an only child, I led a very lonely

into a little closer contact, and know each other better,
there would be a better feeling towards me. Till I came
across Mr. Myers and the Society for Psychical Rescarch
I pever had occasion for the criticism which is now
assumed to be my métier, but in relation to S.P.R.
work I occupy the position, unique in that body,
of being one who has not only had experiences, but (from
the fact of my having received a man’s education) the










