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Dumfries Circuit, against one Elspeth Rule. On this occasion 
the accused was found guilty only by a majority of the jury, 
sentenced to be branded on the cheek, and banished the country* 
The last execution for witchcraft in Scotland took place in a 
case tried in Ross-shire, before the Sheriff, in 1722. The victim 
was an insane old woman named Loh (or Loch), in Sutherland­
shire*  who was charged with having changed her daughter into a 
pony, upon which she had ridden ; and the pony, having been 
shod by the Devil, her daughter, after re-transformation into a 
woman, remained ever after quite lame from the injuries to her 
feet. The chronicler of this case relates that this poor insane person 
was so unconcerned as to her fate that, the day being cold, she 
sit and warmed herself at the fire which was to burn her re­
mains, while the other preparations for her execution were being 
made.

* "Mollie Fancher, the Brooklyn Enigma.” By Abram H. Dailey. 
(Eagle Bo»k Printing Department. Brooklyn. N.Y.)

In supplement to these witchcraft series I shall next deal 
with two or three interesting psychological cases found recorded 
in the criminal annals of Scotland, including that of the notorious 
Major Weir.

A CHALLENGE TO MR. MASKELYNE.

A correspondent supplies the following information as 
to a challenge recently given to Mr. Maskelyne : —

Mr. Maskelyne’s recent fulm¡nations against Spiritualism (in 
the “ Pall Mall Magazine ” and the 44 Evening News ”) have 
brought down upon him the righteous wrath of our friend, 
“S. + S.” Taking up the oft-repeated boast that Mr. Maskelyne 
and others like him, can do all that is done through mediums 
our friend determined to put the matter to the test. He there­
fore, under the heading of “ After Mr. Maskelyne’s Scalp !— 
Spiritualists on the War Path.—A Challenge,” sent a letter 
to the 44 Evening News,” offering if Mr.Maskelyne, the next time 
he had a bodily pain of any sort, would communicate with him, to 
introduce a Spiritualist who—44 without touching, questioning, or 
hypnotising the 4 patient ’ —would at once proceed to

I .—Indicate the precise locality of Mr. Maskelyne’s pain ;
2 .—Describe the exact nature of the pain ;
3 .—State how and why the pain arose ;
4 .—Mention how long it had been present ; and
5 .—According to the degree of its severity,entirely remove, 

or immensely relieve the pain on the spot.
When this had been done, “ S. + S.” continued, Mr. Maske- 

lyiie would be asked to duplicate the 44 phenomenon” by 
trickery.

To this challenge the 44 Evening News,” under the heading, 
“ Mr. Maskelyne’s Scalp.—His Reply to 4 S. + S.’—What he is 
Prepared to Do,” published a long letter from that gentleman, 
in the course of which he “freely admitted ” that he would not 
be able to duplicate the phenomenon described. Thus far, so 
g kxI ; but Mr. Maskelyne proceeded to 44 trot out ” afresh so 
miny of his stale, weather-beaten, and long-since-demolished 
objections to Spiritualism, and charges against Spiritualists, 
that, as we have said, “S.+ S.” arose in his wrath, and ad­
ministered a castigation to 44 our only pope ” (as he christened 
him) which we hope may benefit the recipient by teaching him 
44 better manners.”

With curious ideas of fair play, the 44 Evening News ” 
refused to allow any reply to the Piccadilly “ pope ” to appear 
in its columns. We are gratified, however, but not surprised, 
to find that our esteemed contemporary 44 Daylight ” (Norwich) 
has not proved itself to be so bigoted. In its issues of the 
2nd and 9th inst., under the title of 4 4 Mr. Maskelyne Scalped ! 
—The Suppressed Rejoinder,” it publishes our friend’s article 
in full. We advise our readers to provide themselves with 
copies. For “shot and shell” against Spiritualism’s “arch­
heretic,” James Payne, Victor Hugo, Cicero, Florence Marryat, 
W. H. Edwards, Mark Twain, Artemus Ward, Pope, George 
Bernard Shaw, and (last, but not least) Edward Maitland, are 
all—in turn, and in the order in which we have named them— 
laid under contribution ; and the 44 tomahawking ” (to revert to 
the original metaphor) is as complete as it is merciless. The 
healing medium who will be put forward to meet Mr. Maskelyne 
i'» Mr. W. H. Edwards, of the Chepstow Hall Society, Peckham.

Volume of 44 Light” for 1895.—Now ready, handsomely 
bound in half roan, the volume of 44 Light ” for 1895. Price, 
post free in the United Kingdom, 15s. 9d. Early application 
must lie made, as the supply is limited. Offices of 44 Light,” 2, 
Duke-street, Adelphi, W.C.

A PSYCHOLOGICAL PUZZLE*
That the problems of a woman’s nature, ordinarily regarded, 

are many and deep is a proposition that no student of “The 
Journal of Marie Bashkirtseff, ” for instance, will attempt to 
controvert. When, however (as told in the volume before us), 
they take a pronouncedly abnormal and psychological form, the 
mystery thickens, and the puzzle grows more insoluble than ever. 
Mollie Fancher appears to have been, in her youth, a favourable 
specimen of the American girl, slender and graceful in form, 
bright, accomplished, and ambitious in character. It was about 
the time when her scholastic attainments led her to expect to 
graduate, that the accident happened which changed the entire 
course of her life. She was but just recovering from the effects of 
being thrown from a runaway horse, when another catastrophe, 
in the shape of a fall from a tram-car, overtook her. The re­
sulting injuries were such that her case was several times given 
up as hopeless by her medical attendants. ^Then came a series 
of “trances and spasms,” culminating in wrhat can be only in­
adequately described as a 44 trance,” which, incredible as it may 
seem, extended over a period of nine years. During those nine 
years she wrote upwards of 6,500 letters, did a vast amount of 
knitting and embroidery, and a great deal of what is described 
as very beautiful wax-work. During this time, too, she exhibited 
the faculty of clairvoyance in an intensely lucid degree ; and 
44 five other Mollie Fanchers ” made their appearance. We are 
not concerned to explain the phenomenon indicated by this 
phrase ; the advocates of the various theories of ’4 subliminal 
consciousness,” “ multiplex personality,” and 44 abnormal cere­
bration ” are free to pass their own criticisms upon 
the case. The fact remains that, to quote the book, 
five different personalities or 44 selves ” of Miss Fancher 
were manifested, severally distinguished as “Sunbeam,” 
44 Idol,” “Rosebud,” 44 Pearl,” and “Ruby.” The significant 
feature of these manifestations was that each of the person 
alities seems to have been more or less identified with some 
previous parts of Miss Fancher’s own life. We may give one 
example. “ Rosebud ” appeared to have been representative of 
Miss Fancher’s life up to the age of seven. It was while 
exhibiting this 44life” or 44 personality ” that Miss Fancher one 
day wrote a letter, the composition and character of which were 
just such as would have been expected from a child of seven. 
Further investigation revealed the fact that it was as nearly as 
possible like a letter the patient had written some eight years 
previously, when herself a child of about the same age repre­
sented by “Rosebud.” The faculties of clairvoyance and pre­
vision exhibited by Miss Fancher during this period were, 
however, productive of the greater interest amongst students 
of the case, and it is with examples of these faculties that the 
book is mainly occupied.

It would be unfair to the writer of the volume to quote 
further from it. We may, therefore, content ourselves by 
remarking that it is a work of singular interest, and, whether as 
a psychical or pathological study, the case of Mollie Fancher 
must rank prominently amongst those examples of the abnormal 
in nature which have puzzled alike doctors of medicine and 
doctors of divinity. It may be of interest to add that the book 
is not written from the Spiritualistic standpoint.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF NORTH WALES.

A debate took place at the above college, on the 15th inst., 
on the question: 44 Is Spiritualism a Fact?” Mr. J. R. 
Prytherch introduced the subject, relating some of the experi­
ments of Mr. Traill Taylor in spirit-photography, of Mr. 
Crookes, and of Dr. Oliver Lodge. Mr. O. W. Griffith replied. 
He admitted fully that many mediums and believers in Spiritu­
alism were honest and intelligent people, but thought the 
phenomena could be explained by self-deception, unconscious 
muscular action, optical illusions, &c. Mr. Jenkyn Thomas, 
M.A., said that the arrogance of some scientists in declaring 
that anything they could not explain was contrary to the laws 
of Nature, was quite unwarranted, and that the evidence in 
favour of Spiritualism was worthy of credence. Mr. W. H. 
Hill stated that he had known several mediums amongst his 
own friends, and could vouch for the genuineness of some of 
the phenomena from personal experience. He also pointed 
out the insufficiency of Mr. Griffith’s theories to account for 
many of the facts. On a division, sixteen voted in favour of 
the truth of Spiritualism and twenty-eight against it ; many 
did not vote.
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THE MYSTERIES OF MEDIUMSHIP.
MISS X.— OF “BORDERLAND.”

By our Special Representative.

That a lady should be a medium, exercise deliberately 
and openly her gifts as a medium, and yet, if not deny, at 
least not admit, that she or any other medium ¿t# a medium, 
is surely one of the Mysteries of Mediumship.

For this reason I was very curious to have a word or 
two with Miss X.

Miss X. is herself a mystery. Whether her desire to 
remain so can long continue to receive gratification is 
doubtful. To-day she is Miss X., co-editor with Mr. Stead, 
of “ Borderland,” and a Psychical Researcher of note and 
success ; to-morrow she may be—well, X stands for a 
quantity unknown, and one thing at any rate is certain to 
my mind, that this very clever, keen-witted, and logical- 
minded woman is a potent factor with whom Spiritualists 
before long will have to reckon ; and it will be as well if 
they can reckon with her on their own side.

Our interview arose from some correspondence about a 
little girl with whom had been associated some remarkable 
disturbances that seemed to point to powerful incipient 
mediumship ; and Miss X., on, as I thought, the insufficient 
ground (although, of course, I could not dispute the point 
with her) that she knew the original and innate depravity 
of the youthful feminine heart, suggested that a good sound 
whipping might lead to a prosaic solution of the mystery. 
A little nettled, the more so as I had just had another 
letter, from the scene of the phenomena, informing me that 
a member of the Psychical Research Society was investigating 
the occurrences, but “ had not yet discovered any evidence of 
trickery,” I, in turn, suggested that Miss X. should join this 
investigator in his work, feeling sure that her birch-rod 
would prove a valuable accessory in his quest for fraud. 
Thereupon, Miss X., somewhat aggrieved, told me that I 
was very much mistaken ; and to learn how that could be 
I called on her at the house in Pall Mall East, where on 
three floors they cure you of physical ills by Matteian 
remedies and other things, and on the top floor of all, if 
you successfully run the gauntlet of the other three and 
survive the climb, a psychical diagnosis further awaits you. 
Miss X., however, assured me that the relation is merely 
geographical. Here is the office of “ Borderland,” and here 
Miss X. and her secretaries twain work the oracle for that 
distinguished publication. *

“ Please don’t suppose,” she began, “ that my birch-rod 
proposition is an ex parte or a priori conclusion. It was 
based ‘on information received.’”

“ But you did not say so, you know.”
“ No. I am afraid I treated the matter a little flip­

pantly, and gave a wrong impression. There is another as­
sumption to correct. You think Ido not believe in mediums. 
That is a mistake. I have seen a great many mediums in 
whom I most emphatically don’t believe, and so, no doubt, 
have you ; but when I dispute nine cases out of ten, it is 
because of the reverence^ which is more than faith, that I 
have for the tenth. My attitude is not one of infidelity, 
but of agnosticism, and this for the sake of others.”

•• I am really very sorry --------- ”
“ Do not say so. I am myself to blame ; but I cannot 

help feeling that if I and the Spiritualists could come 
into a little closer contact, and know each other better, 
there would be a better feeling towards me. Till I came 
across Mr. Myers and the Society for Psychical Research 
I never had occasion for the criticism which is now 
assumed to be my metier, but in relation to S. P. R. 
work I occupy the position, unique in that body, 
of being one who has not only had experiences, but (from 
the fact of my having received a man’s education) the 

training enabling me to criticise them. For those who 
believe, other people’s experiences are superfluous; those 
who don’t, must, or should be, sure of their own ground. 
I have been privileged to suggest to many who formerly 
despised psychical research to at least inquire. They have 
believed my statements as to my own experiences ; they 
have also believed me logical and level-headed, and have 
found such a combination suggestive. There are many 
points in an inquiry like ours which I feel to l>e too 
personal, too sacred, for careless handling and public dis­
cussion. On these I am silent- -not from want of faith, 
but because the unseen is too real, too vivid for mere 
curiosity and speculation. It is in no spirit of egotism 
that I dwell thus at length upon my own views, but because 
I feel that I am somewhat misunderstood by those whom I 
would wish to regard me as a fellow worker rather than as 
a wielder of the birch-rod.”

“ I am corrected. We are not so much at variance 
after all 1 ”

“ In essentials—the desire for truth,” said Miss X. 
earnestly, “ we are surely in unity; in non-essentials we 
may well claim liberty ; in all things I, and I am sure you 
too, would cordially extend as you have a right to claim 
—charity.”

The atmosphere being thus pleasantly cleared, I felt it 
was time to learn something from Miss X. of those 
personal experiences to which she had referred, and which 
I was sure would prove of very high interest.

“ I have not,” she said, “ reached the point of regarding 
myself as the medium of beings in another state, but it 
is certain that there are abnormal powers associated with 
me which I have as yet not satisfactorily accounted for.”

“ And you may still come round to our way of 
thinking ? ”

“ I am far from saying that that is impossible ; but my 
position is that every natural explanation should be ex­
hausted before the theory favoured by Spiritualists is 
accepted.”

“ Yes, I know.”
“These strong intuitive and clairvoyant powers have 

exhibited themselves since I was a child of three. Not 
long since, going through the note-l)ooks of a deceased O 5 o O O
relative, I came across this entry, having reference to 
myself at the age mentioned : ‘ Baby cried without reason, 
afterwards asked if her mother were ill.’ I took the 
trouble to inquire carefully into this matter, and found 
that on the very day to which the entry related, I being at 
the time sixty miles away from home, my mother was 
taken suddenly and seriously ill, as the result of an 
accident, the illness ending in her death. That is the first 
recorded instance of my seer faculty. The earliest experi­
ences that I can remember were of a class that would now 
be explained by the theory of thought-transference. I 
was living among relatives who did not understand the 
state of affairs, and who alternated between the supposition 
that I was ill, and the supposition that I was naughty, so 
that sometimes I was met with rice-pudding, and sometimes 
with such punishments as having to learn French grammar 
and German irregular verbs.”

“ Did it never occur to your friends that, under the 
circumstances, a good whipping might be a useful antidote?”

Miss X. laughed good-naturedly. “ No ; but you see 
thev were inexperienced, and did not know the right way 
to go to work ; so that, when I saw things that other 
people did not see, I used to have to learn French poetry, 
and I can now recite hundreds of lines of Racine in con­
sequence ; and when I heard things which were inaudible 
to anybody else, 1 was generally rewarded with solitary 
confinement. The natural result was that by the time 
I was seven or eight I learned to hold my tongue. Being 
an only girl, practically an only child, I led a very lonely 
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life among the Yorkshire hills, living very much out of 
doors, with a great love of nature, and probably growing 
more romantic than was good for me, and naturally all this 
led to the development of the tendency which T have 
already spoken of, the tendency of seeing and hearing 
what others about me neither saw nor heard ; and 
the fact of the gift, or whatever it was, being snubbed 
or punished, also helped no doubt in its development. 
There was no one I could consult on the subject, and the 
feeling I had about it was that it was naughty, and not to 
be encouraged; but, in spite of all this, I did derive 
certain advantages from it. For instance, I used to find 
that in games of skill, such as chess, or humbler amuse­
ments like * quartettes/1 could see what was in my opponent’s 
mind, or what was coming, and so could invariably win. 
I had only boys for companions then, and I could read the 
minds of some of them like books.”

“ Do you read men's minds now ? ”
Miss X. turned her cold, clear eye upon me. “ More 

easily, I think, than some of them would like to know,” she 
replied with significance.

“Oh,” I said hastily, “let us get on with the story.” 
(To be continued.)

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.
Annual Re poht of the Council for the Year Ended 

December 31st, 1894.

In presenting our eleventh Annual Report, we feel that 
our first duty is to place on record our sense of the loss, 
which we sustained very early in the year, of our esteemed 
friend and colleague, Mr. W. Paice, who, at the time of 
his departure, was a member of this Council and Editor of 
“ Light.” On January 22nd he was present at our Conver­
sazione in St. James’s Hall, and though in feeble health at the 
time, there was no apparent reason to suspect that his work 
here was so near its close ; but two days later he suddenly 
expired in the presence of Miss Paice, who resided with him. 
Some of the members of the Alliance will remember with satis­
faction that they availed themselves of the opportunity to testify 
their esteem for the father, by assisting the daughter in the 
painful circumstances in which she had thus been so unex­
pectedly placed.

The periodical Assemblies in the Rooms of the Alliance, at 
2, Duke-street, Adelphi, have been well sustained, and much 
interest has been manifested in the proceedings. At these 
gatherings free discussion is invited, and inquirers are encouraged 
to state any difficulties which may have occurred to them, and to 
ask for counsel and information. The following meetings were 
held during the year, and we desire to express our thanks to the 
friends who thus gave us their kind assistance :—

1894.
Jan. 8.—Mr. R. Harte: “The Proper Function of Spiri­

tualism.”
Feb. 5.—Rev. J. Page Hopps: “Professor Tyndall’s Excur­

sions into Spiritualism.”
,, 19.—“Talks with Mr. Morse’s Controls.”

Mar. 19.—Miss Rowan Vincent: “Spiritualism of the Future.”
May 1.—Mr. Morse : “ The Gates Ajar. ” Trance Address.
Nov. 5.—Mr. Morse: “Spirit Manifestations.” Trance 

Address.
Dec. 3.—Rev. J. Page Hopi’s: “Dreams.”

,, 17.—Mr. E. W. Wallis : “ Life Problems in the Light of 
Spiritualism.”

On the 8th of April we tried the experiment of a Sunday 
evening service, which was held in St. Andrew’s Hall (Newman- 
street). The service was conducted by Mrs. Hardinge Britten, 
who gave a very able address on the question : “ What new 
thing has Spiritualism taught, and what good thing has it 
done '? ” There was a large attendance, and the experiment was 
in every way a success.

Perhaps the most notable events of the year in connection 
with the work of the Alliance were the two Conversaziones in 
St. James’s Hall, at each of which there wjvs a very large 
attendance. At the first of these, held on January 22nd, Mr. 
F. W. H. Myers kindly attended, and read “An Unpublished 

Manuscript by Mr. Stainton Moses on the Identity of Spirit, 
which he supplemented by some sympathetic and appropriate 
remarks ; and at the second, held on September 27th, we were 
so fortunate as to secure the presence of Mr. W. F. Barrett, 
F.R.S.E., M.R.I.A., Professor of Physics at the Royal College 
of Science for Ireland, who delivered an important address on 
“ Spiritualism and Science,” which has since been published in 
“ Light,” and which, considerably extended and annotated, will 
shortly be issued in book form. This address was greatly appre­
ciated, and seeing that in all probability it would never have 
been written but for the kindness of Professor Barrett in yielding 
to our urgent solicitations, we think ourselves justified in hoping 
that in this matter it will be generally recognised that we were 
happily instrumental in rendering an important service to the

To both Mr. Myers and Professor Barrett the cordial thanks 
of the Alliance are due for their very special help at these very 
pleasant reunions ; and we also desire at the same time to grate­
fully acknow ledge the valuable aid, contributed by voluntary 
helpers, in sustaining the usual excellence of the musical pro­
gramme, as well as by the Messrs. Brinsmead in their loan, on 
each occasion, of a grand piano.

We regret to note a disposition, on the part of some of our 
older members, to retire—presumably on the ground that they 
are no longer able to take an active part in our work, and that 
they ought, therefore, to give place to younger friends. We 
respectfully suggest to them that this is a mistake. By remain­
ing with us they give us the consciousness of their sympathy ; 
and, moreover, their fees of membership are greatly needed if 
our labours are to be prosecuted- in the future with the same 
success as has attended them in the past. We earnestly beg of 
them, therefore, to put aside all thoughts of severance.

Fortunately, new’ members are being added to the Alliance, 
led to us by the growth of interest in our subject which is 
becoming more and more apparent. These gladly avail them­
selves of the books in our Lending Library: but—they want some 
personal experience ; they would like to witness something in 
the way of phenomena, however simple. We suggest that they 
should form private circles with their personal friends, but fre­
quently this is altogether impossible, and so their desires go 
unsatisfied. Perhaps the case could be met by some of our 
mediumistic friends holding their séances in the rooms of the 
Alliance, and admitting one or two inquirers at each sitting. 
We invite them to give to this suggestion their favourable 
consideration.

Our valuable Library continues to be much appreciated. It 
contains a large number of standard works on Spiritualism and 
kindred subjects, and new books of sterling w’orth are added as 
they appear. Mr. B. D. Godfrey, the librarian, is in attendance 
at Duke-street every day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.—except on 
Saturdays, w hen the hours are from 10 to 2—for the reception 
of visitors, and to answ’er general inquiries. He will afford 
members access to the Reading-room, in which will be found 
most of the current periodical literature of Spiritualism published 
at home and abroad.

In conclusion, we confidently appeal to the w’ork of the past 
year, in all its various departments, as a title to the confidence of 
members, and to a continued and increasing support.

Signed on behalf of the Council,
E. DAWSON ROGERS, Prescient.

2, Duke-street, Adelphi, W.C. 
February, M.'G.

Mr. Jesse Shepard.—As a xoiirmir of Mr. Shepard's 
work in Berlin he has just been presented with an illuminated 
address by the leading members of the Berlin Vereinigung 
Sphinx. This exquisite piece of art work is symbolical and 
mystical in design. At the top is a large double eagle, the 
Prussian emblem ; at the left an idealistic portrait of Sappho 
holding a harp ; at the bottom a finely wrought scene repre­
senting the new Reichstag Palace, the bridge near it. and the 
house in which Mr. Shepard resided whilst in Berlin. The 
address is in German, and begins with the beautiful inscription : 
“Dem Künstler von Gottes Gnaden,” above which is a cherub 
offering a w’reath of the symbolical laurel. Below’ the inscription 
are the signatures of the donors, including the president of the 
society, Dr. Dorr ; the secretary, Herr Max Rahn, editor of 
the “lebersinnliche Welt”; Egbert Muller, Ph.D.; Herr A. 
Weinholz, Baron Victor von Alten, and many others. Air. 
Shepard is at present in Montreux, Switzerland, where he has 
been very ill for some time, but is now convalescent.
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