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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Mr. T. S. Henry, of Sydney, Australia, has published 
a shilling booklet entitled “ Further Light upon the 
Mysteries qf Spook land.” It may be had in London of 
Gordon and Gotch. It is entirely concerned with the recent 
adventures of Mrs. Mellon, whose seizure, by Mr. Henry, 
during a séance, was only lately reported in this country. 
Very minute descriptions of various séances leading up to 
the fatal one are given, and no one can blame Mr. Henry 
for his growing suspicion that something which looked like 
fraud was at work. But, notwithstanding a half dis­
claimer, we think he began with a strong prejudice against 
Spiritualism, and attended more than one in a sharply- 
antagonistic spirit. He admits that he is and always has 
been “ strongly averse ” to it. How far this coloured his 
scrutiny or provoked or helped any element of fraud we 
are not prepared to say. It is enough for us that in this 
sharp booklet we have a keen man’s attempt to explain 
away materialisations. This we welcome as a useful service 
We rvant exposures where there is evil-doing to expose ; we 
want to have educated eyes and instructed judgments in the 
presence of manifestations, whether real or sham ; and we 
want to be put intelligently on our guard.

What do the Bristol magistrates hope to do by their 
conviction of an “Astrologer”? There is, we know, some 
musty old paternal-government law on the subject, and 
perhaps the magistrates had to enforce it; but what a 
ridiculous thing it is for the State to step in and make it a 
crime to supply the demand for a “ nativity ” or a “ for­
tune ” ! The whole thing may be silly enough, but what 
on earth has the State to do with it ?

These rationalists are very clever. Here is a writer in 
the Unitarian “Christian Register” who accounts for the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ in the following way. The 
body of Jesus was removed on the night of its burial, by 
Joseph of Arimathea, who feared that some indignity 
would be shown to it after the Sabbath. So he drugged 
the wine which he, of course, gave to the soldiers who kept 
guard over the sepulchre in his garden ; and then, during 
the night, rolled away the stone and took the body to a 
secret tomb. But the angels ? Oh, yes : “ The light of the 
lanterns playing on the eyes of the sleepers may have sug­
gested the dream that a shining one had descended from 
heaven ”!

Mr. Haweis’ article in “ The Humanitarian ” rather 
surprises us. It is on “ Madness of Madness.” He seems 
to be appalled at “ the alarming increase of lunacy,” but 
he mercifully adds “according to the latest statistics.” 
We look suspiciously on those statistics. Perhaps we 
are more searching in our inquiries: perhaps we keep 

better count; perhaps we keep “ cases ” longer on our 
books, and so add to the count; perhaps we are less 
patient, and so include persons as mad who used to be 
tenderly borne with. Even Mr. Haweis shows this unlovely 
side of it. He cites no worse cases than “ the wandering, 
shabby-genteel female, with a grievance ”; the “ doubtful 
females ” who follow the clergy, weeping, in the streets, or 
beg in the vestry for spiritual consolation and half-a-crown; 
the eldest daughter who fancies everyone is conspiring 
against her, and the brother who grows morose and thinks 
he is being watched, <tc. And then he says, “ The danger 
of giving too much power over lunatics is only a degree less 
serious than the inconvenience of leaving them at large 
and unrestrained.” The “inconvenience”! Mr. Haweis 
asks the Lunacy Commissioners “to lay their heads together 
with leading counsel,” and do something. We are surprised 
at Mr. Haweis. His complaint and suggestion are slightly 
more dangerous than the cases he cites as giving “ incon­
venience.”

Julius Althaus, writing in the same number of “ The 
Humanitarian,” on the prevalence of nervous diseases, 
gives the following summary of his conclusion^:—■

1. The rate at which diseases of the nervous system prove 
fatal to the population of this country is a steady one, and 
subject to a definite law, to which there are not any or only 
apparent exceptions. This rate does not appear to vary 
perceptibly from time to time, and amounts to about twelve per 
cent, of the entire mortality from all causes.

2. Diseases of the nervous system occupy the fourth rank 
amongst the maladies destructive of human life, being only 
surpassed in fatality by zymotic, tubercular, and respiratory 
diseases.

3. Nervous diseases are not, as is commonly asserted, more 
frequent, but, on the contrary, less numerous in large towns 
than in the country, and it is probable that their occurrence is 
powerfully influenced by race.

4. Sex has a considerable influence on the productions of 
nervous diseases ; for although in this country the population of 
females exceeds that of males, the deaths of males from nervous 
affections preponderate constantly over those of females, the 
male death-rate being 1294  and the female 1162  per cent.* *

5. Age has even a more powerful influence on the pro­
duction of nervous diseases than sex ; for these maladies attain 
an immense maximum in the first year of life, owing to the 
great prevalence of infantile convulsions. They are much less 
frequent in youth and middle age, and attain a second maximum 
in old age—that is after seventy—owing to the prevalence of 
apoplexy and paralysis ; but the second maximum amounts to 
only about the tenth part of the first maximum attained during 
infant life.

It is certainly an arresting statement that men, after 
all, are “ the weaker sex ”-—as to nervous diseases.

Mr. Richard Le Gallienne may occasionally be taken 
seriously, and we are inclined to think that he may end by 
being really and permanently serious. His lecture on 
“The greatness of man” had much good thinking in it. 
It ran something like this Science, which defines life as 
a product of solar energy falling upon certain carbon com­
pounds, and which thinks that suffices, only shows its hope­
less inability to account for man. From its oracles we turn 
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away with a mouthful of sounding words. It is true that 
Science has helped to clear our minds of cant, and has com­
pelled us to think in an orderly way; but it has done this 
at man’s expense, by bullying him out of his hope of im­
mortality, and stripping him of his spiritual significance. 
But if man has to see himself forsaken by his old trusts 
and hopes —by the Eternities and Immensities of the 
universe—he must find these in his own heart—in 
the deep, inward, spiritual self. Science must not be 
allowed to rob man of himself : and, indeed, it has adduced 
nothing against his spiritual significance. The long winter 
of materialistic Science seems to be breaking up, and the 
old ideals are seen trooping back with something more than 
their old beauty in the new spiritual spring that seems to 
lie moving in the hearts of men. After all its talk, Science 
has done little more than correct the misprints of religion. 
Essentially, the old spiritualistic and poetic theories of life 
are seen not merely to satisfy the cravings of man’s nature, 
but to be mostly in harmony with certain strange and 
moving facts in its constitution, which the materialists 
unscientifically ignore. It was important, and has been 
helpful, to insist that man is an animal, but it is still more 
important to insist that he is a spirit as well. He is, so to 
say, an animal by accident, a spirit by birthright. And, 
however homely his duties may occasionally seem, his life 
has a transfiguring significance, its smallest acts flash with 
divine meanings, its briefest moments are rich with the 
pathos of eternity, and its humblest duties mighty with the 
responsibilities of a God.

THE EVIDENCE FOR SPIRIT IDENTITY.
By Professor W. F. Barrett, F.R.S.E., &c.

Addition to Address recently delivered in St. James's Hall before 
’ the London Spiritualist Alliance.

{Continued from p. 64.)

Here let me narrate an experience that came under my 
own observation which, though not strictly evidential of 
the operation of a discarnate mind, yet receives its simplest 
explanation on that hypothesis, if we admit that phantasms 
of the dead are not due to chance hallucination. I 
was staying at a friend's house in the country, which, for 
convenience of reference, I will call Hawthorne Manor, and 
found my hostess—the wife of a lawyer holding a respon­
sible official position, and herself a matronly lady of great 
acumen and common-sense, the centre of a circle of religious 
and charitable activity—had accidentally discovered that 
her hand was occasionally impressed by some power she 
could not control; long messages, the purport of which were 
at the time unknown to her, were thus written. The 
curious feature of this automatic writing was that it came 
on her suddenly ; when writing up some household accounts 
she fell into a dreamy or semi-trance like state, and then 
felt the fingers of another hand—belonging apparently to 
an invisible person seated opposite to her—laid on her 
right hand, and a sudden vigorous scribbling ensued ; but 
the writing was all upside down, each line beginning at her 
right hand side of the page, and could only be read by 
turning the page round. Mrs.------assured me, and I have
no reason to doubt her word, that it was quite impossible 
for her to write a single word correctly in this way in her 
normal state, and anyone who will make the attempt will 
find how difficult this is to execute, especially in the clear 
and characteristic caligraphy, quite different from her own, 
of these automatic communications. No serious attention 
was given to this abnormal writing until a message came 
containing certain specific statements, wholly outside the 
knowledge of herself or husband, and which they subse­
quently discovered to be perfectly true incidents in the life 
of the deceased relative who asserted he was present and 

guiding the lady's hand, 
which also were verified.
wrote :—

Other communications followed, 
Then another evening the hand

“ I want you to believe your friends live still and can think 
of you. . . On opening the eyes of my spiritual body I found 
myself unaltered, no terror, only a strange feeling at first, then 
peace, a comforted heart, love, companionship, teaching. I am 
[here giving his full name], and have written this, but your 
brother [giving the naiye] is here and wants to speak to you.’’

Mrs. — had recently lost a dearly loved brother, and 
after an interval the hand again wrote :—

u I am here [giving her brother’s name] and want to tell you 
about my awakening into spirit life. t T was at first dimly con­
scious of figures moving in the room and round the bed. Then 
the door was closed and all was still. I then first perceived that 
T was not lying on the bed, but floating in the air a little above 
it. I saw in the dim light the body stretched out straight and 
with the face covered. My first idea was that I might re-enter 
it, but all desire to do this soon left me—the tie was broken. I 
stood upon the floor, and looked round the room where I had 
been so ill and been so helpless, and where I could once more 
move without restraint. The room was not empty. Close to 
me was my father’s father [giving the name correctly]. He had 
been with me all through. There were others whom! love now, 
even if 1 did not know much of them then. I passed out of the 
room,through the next, where my mother and [I omit the name] 
were, I tried to speak to them. My voice was plain to my­
self, and even loud, yet they took no notice of all I eould say. I 
walked through the college rooms ; much blackness but some 
light. Then 1 went out under the free heavens. 1 will write 
more another sitting—power too weak now. Good night.” [His 
signature follows.]

At another sitting, a night or two later, the same name 
was written, and the thread of the preceding narrative was 
abruptly taken up without any preface : —

“ I saw the earth lying dark and cold under the stars in the 
first beginning of the wintry sunrise. It was the landscape I 
knew so well, and luul looked at so often. Suddenly sight was 
bom to me ; my eyes became open. I saw the spiritual world 
dawn upon the actual like the blossoming of a flower. For this 
I have no words. Nothing I could say would make any of you 
comprehend the wonder of that revelation, but it will be yours 
in time. I was drawn as if by affinity to the world which is now 
mine. But I am not fettered there. I am much drawn to 
earth, but by no unhappy chain. I am drawn to those I love ; 
to the places much endeared.”

On another occasion a communication was given which 
certainly seems an additional link in the chain of identity. 
In this instance the communicating intelligence was un­
known to Mrs. —. The circumstances, written down at
the time, were as follows :—A cousin of my hostess, an officer 
in the Engineers, named B., was paying a visit to Haw­
thorne Manor. I was not present, but the facts were sent 
to me; some, indeed, came under my own knowledge. B. 
had a friend, a brother officer, R., who died after B. left 
Chatham, and to whose rooms he frequently went to play 
on R.'s piano, both being musical : of this Mrs. —■ assured 
me she knew absolutely nothing. At the sitting in question, 
much to B.'s amazement, for he was quite ignorant of 
Spiritualism, the Christian name and surname of R. were 
unexpectedly given, followed by the question, addressed to 
B., “ Have you kept up your music ? ” Then came some 
private matter, when suddenly the unseen visitant inter­
jected the question, “ What was done with the books ? ” 
“ What books 1 ” was asked. “ Lent to me,” was the reply. 
“ Who lent you the books 1 ” The reply came at once, 
“A—,” giving the name of another brother officer, of whose 
existence Mrs. ■— was also wholly unaware. “ Shall I write 
to ask A— if he has them?” B. asked; “Yes,” was the 
reply. All present assert on their word of honour they knew 
of no such loan, nor was the officer named in any of their 
thoughts, nor had Mrs. ■— ever heard A—’s name mentioned. 
A— was written to, and the question about the books inci­
dentally asked, but in a reply that came some time after no 
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notice was taken of the question. Two months later, 
however, B. accidentally met his friend A— when, in the 
course of conversation on other matters, A—• suddenly ex­
claimed : “ That toas a rum thing you asked me about in 
your letter; I mean about R. and the books. I did lend 
him some books, but I don’t know what became of them 
after his death.”

An objector might urge that it is conceivable B. might 
once have seen some books belonging to A— in R.’s room, 
and afterwards forgotten the fact, and that this latent 
memory had telepathically (and unconsciously to all con­
cerned) impressed Mrs. —, but obviously the explanation 
that best covers the facts in this and the other cases here 
cited is the “ spirit-theory.”

The insistence of the demand for some explanation of 
these phenomena which we find within us, is only a special 
case of that “ continuous pressure of the causal instinct ” 
which characterises our reason; and it is because of the 
difficulty of finding any adequate explanation of them in 
known causes, that science distrusts the existence of the 
phenomena themselves. The reasoning faculty, in rejecting 
every known cause as inadequate, satisfies its unrest by 
rejecting the occurrence# as improbable or unproved. In 
truth, there is, strictly speaking, no scientific explanation of 
the higher phenomena of Spiritualism. Secondary causes, 
with which science deals, are only antecedents or previous 
states of a phenomenon, and have more remote antecedents 
or previous states, which, in turn, need to be accounted for, 
and so on in an endless chain ; thus to the scientific 
materialist God necessarily becomes an infinite et-cetera. 
With an ultimate or true cause, which is something self­
moved or self-determined, science cannot grapple, and, 
therefore, with real causes science has nothing to do. For 
example, a real cause, though of limited range, we find in 
ourselves, in our personality; and such a cause, perhaps of 
wider range, we find in the personality that lies behind the 
phenomena we have been discussing. The operation of 
unseen personalities—who in some unknown manner can 
affect us, and also affect material things around us, just as 
our own personality can affect the grey matter of our brain, 
and through it things outside ourselves—this, though a real, 
is not a scientific explanation, and from own point of 
view science is justified in attempting to evade it. The 
popular hesitation in accepting an unseen intelligence as a 
cause, arises from a preconceived theory as to its impossi­
bility, or a fear of being laughed at as unscientific and 
superstitious in adopting it.

Now when, in the course of any scientific inquiry, we 
find that in order to retain some preconceived theory or 
dogma (such, for example, as the geocentric theory involved 
in the Ptolemaic system), it is necessary to invent a multi­
tude of extravagant hypotheses, in which at last we become 
hopelessly entangled, owing to accumulating variations of 
the particular group of phenomena, it is apparent that the 
theory itself, however widely believed in, is most probably 
erroneous. It is, therefore, important to observe that as 
well-attested Spiritualistic phenomena accumulate in 
number and variety a succession of fresh, and more or less 
absurd, hypotheses have to be invented in order to avoid 
impugning the dogma of our modem Sadducees, that 
personality cannot exist without a visible body. The con­
clusion indicated is that the dogma itself, with whatever 
weight of scientific authority it may at present be sup­
ported, is probably erroneous, even from the purely scientific 
point of view.

It is, and probably will be, impossible to obtain a logical 
demonstration of the existence of an invisible order of 
beings, but “formal logical sequence,” as Dr. Newman says 
in his “Grammar of Assent,” “is not, in fact, the method 
by which we are enabled to become certain of what is 
concrete. . . The real and necessary method . . is

the cumulation of probabilities, independent of each other, 
arising out of the nature and circumstances of the particular 
case which is under review,” and so the truth of the spirit 
hypothesis, and of spirit-identity, like the truth of religion 
or of common matters, is to be judged in this way, that is, 
by the whole evidence taken together. When this is done 
the phenomena appear to fall into two groups, with an 
indefinite line of demarcation between them. In one group, 
the cause appears to be the operation of hidden powers 
that lie wrapped up in our present human personality, and 
which the peculiar organisation of the medium renders 
manifest; in the other group the cause appears to be the 
operation of probably the same powers, exerted, however, 
by unseen personalities, and in this group we may place the 
above cases. The probable explanation of these is, there­
fore, in my opinion, much in favour of the belief, or 
a slight modification of the belief, commonly held by 
Spiritualists.

ANIMAL LIFE IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD.
It has been stated in the correspondence columns of 

“ Light ” that it is an interesting speculation to lovers of 
animals as to whether these exist in the “ other world.” ►

There are several widely different theories current 
respecting the relationship between man and the lower 
creation, and among these, that winch would doubtless find 
least favour with the Western world has, in the writer’s 
estimation, the germ of a greater truth hidden within it 
than that Western world would believe.

Shakespeare, in his “Merchant of Venice,” makesan 
allusion to the theory referred to, in the trial scene, where 
Gratiano, speaking to the embittered, revenge-seeking 
Shy lock, says :—

Thou almost mak’st me waver in my faith, 
To hold opinion with Pythagoras, 
That souls of animals infuse themselves 
Into the trunks of men ; thy currish spirit 
Governed a wolf, who, hanged for human slaughter, 
Even from the gallows did his fell soul fleet, 
And, whilst thou lay’st in thine unhallowed dam, 
Infused itself in thee ; for thy desires 
Are wolfish, bloody, starved, and ravenous.

This is almost identical with the Oriental teaching of 
the transmigration of souls. We are informed that the 
true Buddhist will slay no living creature, lest he should 
dispossess some human soul of its temporary dwelling.

It may be safely asserted that in all widespread and 
popular teachings—though these, at least in the eyes of 
the cultured European, may seem childish and absurd—• 
there is some origin in fact, some germ of truth, without 
which those teachings could not have obtained their hold 
on the popular mind. It often occurs, however, that this 
germ of truth becomes almost lost in a mass of sub­
sequently-acquired misinterpretations and corruptions.

It is assumed, then, that in the teaching referred to 
there is a substratum of reality, and the relation next 
following may, perhaps, be used as a spade with which to 
clear away the surrounding shale, so that the unadulterated 
doctrine may at once be brought to view. A medium of un­
doubted veracity and culture informed one with whom the 
writer is intimately related that,being once in the clairvoyant 
state, her guide conducted her to the verge of a precipice 
in the spiritual world and bade her look down. Doing so, 
she saw, in a murky atmosphere, spirits who appeared to 
have the faces of dogs. When these saw her, they made a 
sound as of barking, and it was given her to know that 
they were the spirits of persons she had known in the 
earth-life. On asking why they appeared thus, she was 
informed that in the Hells and Heavens a spirit is in the 
form of his uwu mind ; that is, he is the manifestation of 
his uwn ruling love. The spiritual principle which is the 
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trying of the King’s wine. As for the case of Daniel, “Antipas” 
denied that the mystic arts associated with this prophet had 
anything in common with the practices of his contemporary 
diviners, necromancers, and soothsayers. His powers were from 
God, and had nothing to do with ghosts or magnetism. That he 
was made master of magicians and necromancers simply implied 
a recognition of his superiority over them by virtue of the divine 
nature of his gifts. As to any possibility of communion with 
the dead, the Bible from beginning to end affirmed that death 
was an absolute cessation of life—that the dead had no life and 
no consciousness. He rallied Mr. Lees upon the fact that 
Samuel is described hs appearing to a woman as “an old man 
covered with a mantle.” It would seem that Mr. Lees believed 
in the immortality of garments, that a man’s clothes also rose 
from the dead. Truly, Mr. Lees possessed an amount of credu­
lity which he (“ Antipas”) did not envy him. As to the appear­
ance of Moses and Elbis on the mount, he denied that those 
departed worthies were actually present on that occasion. It was 
simply a subjective vision.

It will be seen from the above that “ Antipas ” is a humorist, 
whose arguments are eminently calculated to lighten the gravity 
of a debate of this kind. Mr. Lees’ rejoinders to his assertion, 
as quoted above, were very much of the kind that would occur 
to a thinking man whose acquaintance with spiritual verities is 
supplemented by a modicum of common-sense. He made an 
effective point by retaliating upon “Antipas” that gentleman’s 
interpretation of the term “divining” in regard to the testing 
of wine. If it meant this in the case of Joseph, it was open to 
him to contend that it had the same meaning in the other cases, 
a veritable reductio ad absurd uni.

We were pleased to notice that the amenities of debate were 
observed all through, and that the opponents were on terms of 
mutual respect and friendliness. It will be noticed that Mr. 
Lees confined himself strictly to the Biblical view of matters, 
which, although it somewhat circumscribed the area of his 
reasoning, enabled him to meet “ Antipas ” on his own ground. 
As a study in comparative eschatology the discussion was 
interesting and suggestive. We are promised another debate 
shortly, on “The Problem of Life After Death,” between the 
same speakers, when Mr. Lees will take a broader ground and 
base his position on the entire science and philosophy of 
modem Spiritualism. Such a discussion should have something 
of the interest attaching to a contest between the bow and 
arrow and catapult of the Middle Ages and the Maxim gun and 
the torpedo of to-day. D. G.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

A meeting of members and friends of the London 
Spiritualist Alliance will be held at 2, Duke-street, 
Adelphi, at seven o’clock on the evening of Monday next, 
when Miss MacCreadie has kindly consented to give some 
clairvoyant and psychometric delineations.

HYPNOTISM AT THE ROYAL AQUARIUM.

We mentioned the fact in our last issue that on Monday 
afternoon, the 4th inst., at the Royal Aquarium, Professor 
Morrit threw a man named Alfred Wootton into a hypnotic 
trance, with the intenton of leaving him in that condition until 
the following Saturday, of course under proper surveillance. The 
experiment was quite successful, and Wootton was awakened at 
half-past ten on Saturday night, in the presence of a large com­
pany, including a number of medical men. The time occupied in 
restoring him to consciousness was twenty-five seconds. On 
being awakened he at first struggled a great deal, as if terrified 
by the surroundings, but was speedily himself again, and, 
although naturally very weak, seemed none the worse for his 
prolonged rest. On being interrogated, he said he could only 
recollect having had his dinner about a hour ago, the five and 
a-half days during which he had been asleep being entirely a blank.

As a further experiment Professor Morrit sent another man, 
named Henry Eames, to sleep on Monday afternoon last—to be 
awakened, if all goes well, on Thursday next, after ten days’ 
unconsciousness.

Pessimism, Science, and Goo : or Spiritual Solutions of 
Pressing Problems. A Message for The Dag. Twelve Meditations. 
By John Page Hopps. A full reprint of the Articles in “Light.” 
Tastefully bound. London publishers: Williamsand Norgate. 
Post free from Mr. Page Hopps (216, South Norwood-hill, 
London), for One Shilling.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR,
[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents, and 

sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose of pre­
senting vieios that may elicit discussion.]

Photographing Hypnotised Persons.

Sir,—Regarding the paragraph on page 50 of “Light,” 
permit me to .say that I am afraid someone is hoaxing a Turin 
Spiritualist paper about the photographing of hypnotised 
persons. It is these exhibitions of credulity which help to 
bring Spiritualism into disrepute with outsiders. I have some 
experience in hypnotism, having lectured and written on the sub­
ject and practised for nearly a quarter of a century, and I am not 
ignorant of photography. In all my limited experience, I have 
found that any object or person can be photographed in light or 
darkness according to the length of time-exposure. I have seen 
mediums in trance and out of it, and mesmeric sensitives photo­
graphed, and “ they came out” as completely on the plates as 
any other natural objects presented to the camera. It is 
known that the camera can photograph forms not seen by the 
human eye, but this new revelation (?) points out that certain 
forms seen by us cannot be photographed. I am afraid the 
writer of the information to “ a Turin Spiritualist paper ” has 
been hypnotised himself.

I am much obliged for your sensible remarks on hypnotism. 
Of late there is a tendency to write a lot of unmitigated rubbish 
on the subject. It was pleasant and refreshing to read your 
crisp remarks on “ The Dangers and Uses of Hypnotism,” in 
your leader, “The New Witchcraft.” I am afraid hypnotism 
is the name of the new devil, invented as a primary excuse for 
the ills which some do, who have not the honesty to acknowledge 
that they have been led captive by their own vanity and love of 
sensuous, if not worse, gratification.

Glenbeg, Rothesay. James Coates.

The Theosophists and Mr. W. Q. Judge.

Sir,—I am sorry that Mr. Edge should so much resent the 
vote passed by the Annual Convention at Adyar against Mr. W. 
Q. Judge, though I can well understand how irritating it must 
be, after working so hard to prove that the whole destiny and 
life of the Theosophical Society are bound up in the person of 
Mr. W. Q. Judge, to find a convention of the whole Society 
refusing to accept the idea with such crushing unanimity. Mr. 
Edge has, however, in his letter of February 4th, left the safe 
paths of generalisations in which his chief delights, to ask 
certain definite questions which can be definitely replied to.

He asks with refreshing naïveté, “ Why should I not prefer 
to believe the publishers and printers of these letters guilty, 
sooner than Mr. Judge, my tried and honoured teacher ? ” Why, 
indeed ! But the standpoint of, as I believe, the majority of 
this Society is not that of preference, but of truth and justice. 
We are not satisfied with believing what we prefer, as Mr. Edge 
appears to be, but what is true, and certainly the shuffling 
policy of Mr. Judge does not inspire general confidence.

Mr. Edge then proceeds to quote Mr. Judge to the effect 
“that up to this day he has not received copies of the alleged 
forgeries.” But Mrs. Besant sent to Mr. Judge in New York, 
before he came to England for the judicial inquiry, an exact 
copy of the whole statement she was going to make before the 
Judicial Committee, including a copy of every document she was 
going to use and of every argument she was going to employ. 
This most unusual course she took because she was determined 
not to take even the advantages the law allows the accuser in 
such a case. It is, therefore, mere quibbling for Mr. Judge to 
say that up to date he has received no copies of the alleged 
forgeries ; nor is it straightforward to say that “ he entreated 
daily to be shown copies of these letters, but his demands were 
continually ignored,” when.as a matter of fact,he did not confine 
his demand to copies only, but required that the ori<jiiutls should 
be entirely handed over to him.

Mr. Edge wants to know “ Why Colonel Olcott still per­
sisted in calling the committee from the ends of the earth only 
to decide that they could not sit ?” and he seems to imply that 
because they thus accepted Mr. Judge’s demurrer they laid them­
selves open to the accusation of being participators in the famous 
plot which Mr. Judge, in emulation of Dr. Oates, of famous memory, 
is busily engaged in tracking out. If, however, this conclusion 
of the committee was prejudicial to Mr. Judge’s interests, why 
did he refuse a court of honour which Mr. H. Burrows ottered 
to him immediately after the committee had risen i He refused, 
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