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demand its general adoption in the interest of the living, if for
no other reason. Cremation has more to contend with from
prejudice than from any other opposing cause ; that prejudice
which blindly clings to conservatism, whether it is right or
wrong, good or evil, beneficial or injurious ; for conservatism is
indiscriminating. What has conservatism done for the world ?
It has retarded letters and warred against science. It terrorised
Galileo ; it burned Bruno and Vanini ; it poisoned Socrates ; it
crucified Christ ; it fed the flames of Seville, of Smithfield, of
Geneva ; it gibbetted Quakers; it sought to discourage Columbus ;
it ridiculed Fulton and Morse ; it defended slavery ; it cham-
pioned the ‘‘divine right” of kings and ecclesiastics; it
entertains a respect for the ignorant past and a contempt for the
intelligent present. It is this Bourbon of thought that is the
main obstacle to reform in the disposal of our dead. The chief
argument (if such it may be called) against cremation is that ‘it
is a heathen custom.” So is burial. Which one of these customs
shall be adopted—the one that consumes the body by a purifying
process, in (say) sixty minutes, or the other, by a revolting
process, in (say) sixty years ?

A novel cure for indigestion has been laid before the
French Academy of Sciences by Mons. Pictet. He placed
himself in a tube which could be cooled down to —130°C,
his head remaining outside; and, when cooled down to
—110° hunger was set up as the result of a natural effort
to fight the cold with extra combustion and digestion.
Eight sittings cured him of dyspepsia, from which he had
suffered for many years. The cold is really a better friend
to us than most are willing to admit. The main trouble is
that we do not know how to treat our friend.

It has occurred to some active minds that it would be
interesting if hypnotised persons were to be photographed.
If we are to believe a Turin Spiritualist paper the result
has been, in one case, very surprising. It is said that when
the negatives were developed no subject was there. The
furniture, the drapery, everything came out but the
hypnotised person. In one negative, only a piece of his
boots was seen ; in another, a part of one of his arms; while
the space that ought to have been occupied by his body
was occupied by a mass of misty white matter, rising in
ring form. The negatives have very properly been pre-
sented to the photographic section of an institute of
technology. This, if true, may open up, not a ¢ new field,”
but a new continent for explorers. We shall see..

The “West Kent Argus” reports, at considerable length,
a lecture at Lewisham by Mr. P. W. Ames, on Psychical
Research. We give it a cordial welcome, although the
lecturer is very shy of Spiritualism ; but he gravely rebukes
the exaggerated sceptic who fancies that the senses reveal
all there is to be revealed, and whose unscientific assump-
tions as to the impossible are as mischievous as somebody
else’s credulity. He believes in hypnotism and thought-

reading, and quotes as a fact one of Slade’s experiments

with Zollner. He is about at the half-way house; and,
though pretty confident thus far, he *“lingers shivering on
the brink, and fears to launch away.” He thinks it is a
“ depressing ” thing to think that the ‘“disembodied spirit,
perhaps of a brother or sister,” is near !—and then there
are dangers! Well, yes; there are dangers —even in rail-
way travelling and believing too fervently in the devil. As
for the ‘“depressing ” influence of the belief that a dear
unseen brother or sister is near, all we can say is, we
cannot agree with the speaker, who, it seems to us, has his
highest lesson to learn.

Our SusTENTATION Funp.—The ¢‘ Agnostic Journal ” makes
the following reply to one of its correspondents : ‘‘ The appeal
simply means that ‘LiaHT,” like this journal, does not pay
expenses, and is appealing for funds. It is to be regretted that
a journal so meritorious as ‘ LigHT’ should have to do so,
while scrappy scissors-and-paste hashes of the ¢Tit-Bits’ order
yield handsome incomes. . . And, oh! what war against error
could be waged if the sinews of war were only forthcoming ! "
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THE HAUNTINGS AT DURWESTON.

Having read a brief account of the strange phenomenal
occurrences which were said to have lately taken place at
Durweston, in Dorsetshire, I was induced to undertake
a closer study of the alleged facts, and to that end made
my way, in company with a friend, to the village of
Durweston, near to Sturminster Newton, and about two
and a-half miles from Blandford.

A report of the phenomena from the pages of * Licar”
gave us a means of introduction to the vicar of the place.
He received us most courteously, and in effect briefly
corroborated the published account of the phenomena,
remarking, as if in self-excuse, that it was difficult to
know how much one should believe in this world. He

struck me as being decidedly practical, and one whose
testimony, if lacking the special value of a trained
familiarity with occult subjects, was none the less depend-
able and unprejudiced.

Our next visit was to the schoolmaster of the district.
He confirmed the report as far as it went, and added much
that will no doubt be of interest to researchers, and which

I here reproduce. :

The alleged phenomena appear to be incident to the
personal presence on the scene of a young girl, born on
October 10th, 1881, and now in her fourteenth year, and it
may be of interest to remark that one of my questions to
the vicar was whether she had not just attained the age of
puberty. Indeed, it is in this connection that I should,
from former experiences, be led to postulate a psycho-
physical basis for the phenomena. The girl is of short
stature, large head, dark brown hair, pallid face, and blue
eyes. Her tlesh is lymphatic, cold and moist, having that

_peculiar clamminess which I have often observed to be a

concomitant of physical mediumship. In temperament
she is, upon medical report, inclined to be highly
nervous, and, indeed, hysterical, with a natural weakness
of the heart. She lost her mother when one year old, and
her father at nine years, after which time she became
the inmate of a London “ Home.” For the last four years
she has been in the charge of a Mrs. B.,, who received an
allowance for the keeping of the girl. Mrs. B. has had
to abandon her charge owing to these occurrences, and
for that reason her confirmation of the alleged phenomena
is highly trustworthy, since in every sense she has been a
loser by the currency of the report.

The house at which the phenomena occurred stands
upon a hill at a place called Norton, a short distance from
Durweston, on the estate of Lord Portman. The house is
divided into two residences, one of which was in the tenure
of Mrs. B., and the other in that of Mr. N. Mrs. B. lived
alone with the girl Annie (the medium), and another child
likewise in her keeping. Mrs. B. is aged, and, since these
occurrences, has suffered much in health, and has taken to
sleeping in the adjoining house with Mr. N.’s family. Mr.
N., his wife and child, and another resident, an intelligent
girl of some twenty years, have all been witnesses of the
phenomena, both in the adjoining house occupied by Mrs.
B. and her charges, and in their own. All of them
have been most active in the endeavour to trace the events
to their source, and all have been compelled to associate
them with the presence of the girl A., for reasons which
will hereafter appear.

The phenomena occurring at Norton, and later at
Durweston, may be categorically stated as follows : —
(1) Knockings and scratchings upon or within the walls of
the room, beneath the bed, upon the bed-furniture, and upon
the floor; also heavy blows as from a sledge-hammer upon
the table in the kitchen and upon the stone floor of the
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strain was sufficiently evident in every one of those whom
I left in company with the young medium, seated round
the large open fire of the homestead, when I eventually

turned out with my friend into the driving rain.
W. R. Orp.

Since the receipt of the above communication from Mr.
Old we have learned that the “medium,” Annie, has also
been removed, by Lord Portman’s order, and that her desti-
nation is kept a profound secret. One night before she left
a good many noises were heard, and several tunes were
rapped with sufficient distinction to be recognised.

THOUGHT-READING (P) BY A CHILD.

A very singular example of this phenomenon is pre
sented by Dr. Quintard in the pages of ‘ Annales des
Sciences Psychiques.” The subject is a child who is now
less than seven years old, and is lively, active, robust and
of excellent health, being quite free from any nervous
trouble. Nor do his parents display any neural peculiari-
ties. They are people of quiet dispusition, who have no
acquaintance with occult matters other than the
curious phenomena connected with their child.  The
following are a few extracts from Dr. Quintard’s report,
the statements in which, it may be added, have been
verified by other physicians who have examined the boy,
and whose names are also given :—

No trouble could be detected, or even assumed, in the case
of Ludovic X——, in the harmony of the cerebro-spinal
functions. At the age of tive, however, this child appears to
have followed the footsteps of the celebrated Inaudi. His
moth:r,wishing at that age to teach him the multiplication table,
found, to her astonishment, that he could repeat it as well as
herself. Speedily the child, taking to the game, could mentally
give products with formidable multipliers. They really had
only to read out a problem taken at random from some
collection, and he gave the solution immediately. Scarcely
were the enunciations completed when the answers camne with-
out the child having had even time to reflect. The father,
having other occupations, did not at first very closely notice
his son’s method, but by-and-by he remarked, (1) that the child
listened only slightly, and sometimes not at all, to the reading
of the problem ; (2) that the mother, whose presence is a neces-
sary condition, must always have before her eyes, orin her
mind, the required solution. From these observations he con-
cluded that his son did not calculate, but divined, or, to speak
more accuratoly, read his mother’s thoughts. This he imme-
diately resolved to verify, and requested Madame X to
open a dictionary and ask the child what page she looked at.
The child at once replied, giving the correct answer. This was
done ten times in succession with equally accurate results. The
child’s power is not confined to numbers. If his mother marks
with her nail any word in a book, the child, on being questioned,
names the underlined word. If a phrase is written-—no matter
how long i1t may be—it is sufficient to pass it before the mother’s
eyes to enable the boy to repeat it word for word, even at the
request of a stranger. It is not, indeed, necessary that the
phrase, number, or word be written on paper. It suffices if
the mother has accurately conceived it in thought. He names
in this way all the cards in a game. He unhesitatingly tells the
name of any object concealed in a drawer, and if he is asked
what coins are contained in a purse he enumerates them piece
by piece.

What seemed to Dr. Quintard above all ¢ comical ”—
as he calls it—was the fact that the child translated
foreign languages. One would think that he knew
perfectly, English, Spanish, and Greek. On one occasion a
friend asked him to translate a Latin quotation, and he did
it to the general satisfaction. A curious feature of the case
is that when the mother thought i1t time that her son
should learn to read, and devoted herself personally to the
task, she found, to her great disappointment, that he made
no progress with her at all. He simply guessed everything,
using neither his judgment nor memory. Many ingenious
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devices had to be employed in order to teach him. The
child had never been hypnotised, was always quite awake,
and mental suggestion is discredited, because he frequently
read his mother’s thoughts, against her wnll ; as, for
example, in the reading lessons. After discussing the
probable causes of this phenomenon, Dr. Quintard says: —

Called to decide whether or not they should cultivate in the
child this singular faculty, T thought that it could not be de-
veloped parallel with the memory without injuring the latter,
I therefore advised the mother to do all she could to efface the
predisposition. It was very easy, in fact, to distinguish when
the child exercised his intelligence or when he was divining, for,
in the latter case, he pronounced each syllable sep-ar-ate-ly.
When requiring from him rapidity in articulation, he was pre-
vented from thought-reading. It is nearly a year now since
young Ludovic has been experimented with, and his mother told
me a fow days ago (September, 1894) that he does not at present
divine more than the beginnings of words —and that always un-
willingly. Realising that intelligence has nothing in common
with this faculty, she in no way regrets its gradual disappearance.

In another letter Dr. Quintard adds :—

Since I reported this observation (published last year in
the Report of the Medical Society of Angiers) a number of
physicians —among them specialists such as Dr. Petrucei of the
Muine et Loire Asylum—have interrogated the boy, and all
have agreed, in the interest of truth, to acknowledge the reality
of the circumstances which I have brought to light.

In a note the Editor of “Annales des Sciences Psy-
chiques ” vouches for the good faith of Dr. Quintard, and
says that the documents and statements which he has sub-

mitted are in themselves sutlicient to verify the case.
F.
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CONFERENCE OF SPIRITUALISTS.

To be held in London, May, 1895.

PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT.

Religious service on Sunday evening, May 12th, in St
Andrew's Hall, Newman-strect, Oxford-street, conducted by
the Rev. J. Pace Horpes.

Meetings in the Portman Rooms, Baker-street, on the after-
noons and evenings of Monday and Tuesday, May 13th and 14th.

SUBJECTS FOR DISCUSSION.

« An Ideal Religious Service for Spiritualists and Inquirers.”
To be opened by MR, E. W. WaLLis (Manchester).

«“ A Popular Misconception of the Relation between Science
and Spiritualism.”  To be opened by MRr. THOMAS SHORTER
(London).

¢«“The Duty of Spiritualists to Young People.” To be opened
by Mk. A. Kitson (Hanging Heaton, Dewsbury).

«“ Are Spirit Photographs necessarily the Photographs of
Spirits 7”7 To be opencd by MR. Tra1LL TAvLor (London).

«“ OQur Duty with regard to acting upon Information given,
Advice offered, or Requests made in Spirit Messages.” To
be opened by MR. J. J. Morse (London).

¢« Public Exhibitions of Spiritual Phenomena.” To be opened
by MRr. J. RoBERTsON (Glasgow).

¢« Organisation for combined Action and Work.” To be opened
by Mr. S. 8. CmsweLL (Liverpool).

¢ Answers to Questions put by the Audience.” By Mgs.
HAarpiNGE BRITTEN (Manchester).
Wednesday

Conversazione in the Portman Rooms on
evening, May 15th. :
Further particulars will be published shortly.

Contributions to the ¢ Conference Expenses Fund” are
respectfully invited, and should be sent to the Treasurer, Mr.
H. Withall, Gravel-lane, Southwark, London, S.K.

BacK NUMBERS OF ““ LicHT,” for some years past, can be
supplied for 24d. each, post free.









