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to the Earl of Moray’s castle at Durnaway, near Forres,
where, in concert with the devil, they ate and drank
their fill, and carried away quantities of victuals; obtain-
ing entrance and egress by means of the windows. She stated
that they had no trouble in moving from place to place, as the
straws in the field became as horses to them, and on crying
out ‘‘ Horse and Hattock, in the devil’'s name,” they would
be transported to whatever place they desired to go. When,
by the devil’s orders, they shot or destroyed any person, Isobel
averred that the soul of such people went to heaven, while
the body ‘‘ remained with us.”

The deponent further stated that she had met the Queen of
Fairyland at the Downie Hills and got meat from her, more than
she could eat. She describes the Queen as brawlie (prettily)
clad in white linens, while the King, her husband, was clad in
white and brown clothes, and was a braw (goodly) man, weel
faured (well favoured), with a broad face. While visiting the
King and Queen of Fairyland, as aforesaid, she stated that there
were a great number of elf bulls ‘“routing and skoyling ”
(making a great noise) which greatly affrighted her.

In connection with these statements by Isobel Gowdie of her
transportation by means of phantom horses from place to place
on pronouncing certain cabalistic words, I find an interesting
foot-note by the commentator, dealing with a story communicated
by Mr.John Aubrey, F.R.S.,who had received it from an accurate
source, and states that it was certainly a tradition of the Duffus
family. This story, if true, looks like a case of levitation or
rather transportation in trance. It is to the effect that the
Lord Duffus while one day walking near his mansion-house was
suddenly carried over to Paris and found himself in the King's
cellar holding a silver cup in his hand. The tale runs that Lord
Duffus was then brought before the King of France, who asked
him how he came there, and who he was ; whereupon his lord-
ship replied that, being in the fields one day and hearing voices
in the air saying ‘‘ Horse and Hattock—Ilet us fly,” he repeated
the words, and was instantly caught up and transported along
with a number of other persons who suddenly appeared on the
soene, and that he fell asleep, and on awaking found himself
alone in the King's cellar in Paris. The tale closes with the
statement that the King was so much impressed with his narra-
tive that he gave the Lord Duffus a present of the silver cup he
had in his hand when found in the cellar as aforesaid.

I reserve the further details of the confession of Isobel

Gowdie and her companion, Janet Broadhead, for a tenth and
concluding article.

“THE UNKNOWN WORLD.”

“ The Unknown World”’ (James Elliott and Co.) opens the
year in as mystical a vein as ever, and abounds in erudition, s
generis ; although it is fair to add that some of its contents are
of general interest. The editorial paragraphs at the commence-
ment contain an allusion to the decease of Mr. James Burns,
and it is suggested that a final effort should now be made to
extinguish the ‘¢ liabilities ’ altogether. It isa worthy proposal,
and, it is to be hoped, will not pass unnoticed. As our con-
temporary truly remarks, ‘‘It is a necessity which will not
recur, for, we take it, that one section of the spiritual movement
dies with the editor of the ¢ Medium’; there is surely no need
that it should die also under the auspices of an ‘official
receiver.'”’

The principal items in ¢ The Unknown World " comprise,
“The Cloud upon the Sanctuary,” by the Councillor
D’Eckartshausen (translated by Madame Isabel de Steiger), a
forcibly written essay on the relationship between the natural
and spiritual man, which contains much truth, although we
disagree with some of its conclusions. The translator appends
to the article some explanatory notes written with her
accustomed ability. Other able articles are, ‘‘The Word of
Life,” by C. R. Shaw Stewart, and *‘ Occultism and Evolution,”
by F. Arundale. ‘‘The Impending World Crisis " is the third
of the papers under the general title of ‘‘ The Brotherhood of
the New Life,” and consists chiefly of quotations of a sort that
should delight the Rev. M. Buxter, and others who look for the
final cataclysm. *‘ Chapters in Exposition of the New Gospel
of Interpretation,” which is, in general, an attack upon, and
rectification of, ‘‘ corrupt orthodoxy,” is continued, but closes in
the next issue. The remainder of the contributions (which we
have not space to mnotice in detail) are of a high order ; the
puetry is also meritorious.
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A COMPLETE TEST OF IDENTITY.

By EbpINa.

Ot all the forms of psychic manifestation known to me,
automatic writing has always seemed to be the most convincing,
just because the *“written” communication often discloses
personal characteristics or expressions commonly in use by the
deceased in earth life. Even the reproduction of a “slang”
phrase, if 1t can be proved that the communicator was in
the habit of using it when here, is very convincing. Next
to automatic writing as a test of identity, in my humble
judgment, comes the identification, by the medium, of por-
traits of persons he or she never saw in earth life, but
who have visited him or her since passing over, and whose
likenesses are shown to the psychic without premonition, and
under strict test conditions. It has been my great privilege,
during the past five years, to be able to test our medium’s
recollection of many spiritual personages whom she has seen
nfter they had passed over, and whose face or personal
characteristics were quite unknown to her when here. In this
we have been very successful, as 1 have more than once pointed
out in these columns. A recent experience of this kind may
not be uninteresting, as it was (to myself) very convincing.
About three and a-half years ago, in the columns of ** LicaT,” 1
dealt with the case of a distinguished member of the legal pro-
fession, who was (uite unknown to the medium, and with whom
I opened up communication by means of her control, ‘‘Professor
Sandringhamm.” On the evening of the day on which he first
appeared to her clairvoyant vision, she at my suggestion went
with her mother, and, under test conditions, identified his
portrait in the Royal Scottish Academy, where it was exhibited
for a few weeks before presentation to his surviving relations.
The four written nessages, since received by me from this
personage, leave not the faintest scintilla of doubt on my own
mind as to his identity. This gentleman, when in earth life, was
on most intimate terms -with all the leading *‘ lights” of the
legal profession in Scotland, and on a recent visit of his
spirit-form to my house, he was accompanied by & very
accomplished Scottish jurist, also now on the other side, who
gave his name to the medium. She was quite unacquainted
with his face or personal appearance; so I resolved to test
identity in the most complete manner possible, and at the
earliest opportunity.  On the night of January 14th this dis-
tinguished Scotsman again appeared in the room and gave his
name to the medium, but was able to do little more than pro-
nounce my name and that of two of my colleagues in business.
I put a test question to him through the medium, but he was
either unable or unwilling to answer. On Wednesday, January
16th, I remembered that, lying in a private drawer in my office,
was a reproduction of a photograph of this lawyer, taken,
so far as my memory serves me, about from ten to twelve
years ago, when the features were full, and the face
very ditferent from what it was during the closing years
of a long and active life. For two years prior to his demise he
had cultivated a moustache, which had greatly altered his
appearance, so that the picture in iy possession was not & good
test of identity, if by that word we understand the appearance
of the deceased at the time of his passing over. Well, this
portrait was brought home and shown to the medium by her
mother in my presence without premonition, and with the name
covered up. She looked at it carefully for about fifteen seconds,
and then turning to me, said : *‘ That is Lord ——"" (the name
he mentioned to her being the courtesy title by which he was
known in earth life), ¢ but his face is much changed now from
that ; ’ and then she went on to describe the ravages which age
and time had made in the countenance, as also the moustache :
thus showing me in the clearest manner that it was in very deed
this eminent lawyer who had twice given me a *‘ look in.”

I have only to add that I never had any personal intercourse
with this jurist in earth life, but as he originally came here with

another lawyer from whom I have had many convincing
messages, the inference is pretty obvious that this first com-
municator had brought him to our home to demonstrate to me
his continued existence in another sphere.

Your readers may take it as an absolute certainty that the
medium never saw either of these personages in earth life, and
I am satisfied that in both instances the chain of identity is com-
plete. But the important point in my view, in the present
instance, is the identification of a portrait taken twelve years
before demise, and the pointing out of the changes which age and
intirmity had made on the face during the closing years of life.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

[ The Kditor is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents.and
sometimex publizhes what he does not agree with fur the purpose of pre-
xenting views that may elicit discussion.]

A Forward Movement.

SiR,—There is one portion of your ¢ Appeal” which very
greatly interests me. Let me quote it :—

The Alliance needs, and it would be a grand thing if it
could have, more commodious and more attractive premises,
which should be the centre of various forms of activity-—
including a sufficiently capacious lecture-room ; a depdt for
the sale of all books, by whomsoever published, on Spiritual-
ism and kindred topics ; suitable rooms for séances, properly
conducted under the direction of the Council of the Alliance ;
and cheerful apartments for the convenience of the many
visitors from the provinces and from abroad, who would be
glad of such a place in which they could meet friends, at any
tune, by appointment, for pleasant intercourse and inter-

change of thought on the special subject in which they are
mutually interested.

To some who cannot realise, as we can, the hindrances and
disadvantages of restricted means, and therefore of lost
opportunities for good, our suggestions may bear the seinblance
of an Ideal, the attainment of which can only be hoped for or
expected in the distant future. But, in truth, the need is very
real, and no time should be needlessly lost in the accomplish-
ment of what must he the ambition of us all.

This is surely only the description of an obvious necessity,-—
not a luxury but the mere bread and water of our life. Think
of London, and then think of No. 2, Duke-street, useful as it is'!
Think of the tremendous value of what we have to offer, and
then think of our poor basket! I do not despise the day of
small things ;—far from it : but this ought not to be the day of
small things. It is the day of a great outpouring, and we ought
to provide a pool and a fountain.

You indicate exactly what we want ;—a lecture-room (to hold
400 people), a bookselling and publishing room, a séance-room,
a reading-roon, and a few cosy parlours. Surely the thing is by
no means impossible. For my own part I think it would ¢ pay.”
Let us pluck up heart and dc it. If there is no other way, let
us organise a company. Some would offer gifts ; others would
take shares ; not a few might do both. Anyhow, let us make a
beginning. Find a likely site ; produce a plan; get a rough
estimate of cost; and then consider ways and means. These
preliminary stages would cost very little ; and there is no need
for delay, so far as these are concerned.

I have ventured to say this, not as one who can do much as
# subscriber or shareholder, but as one who is and will be
very willing to help in every possible way. In the meantime,
please let me hand you £3 3s. ; to be divided between
“ LieHT,” the coming Conference, and the Spiritual Alliance
(member’s subscription).

South Norwood-hill

January 21st.

J. PacE Horprs.

Is Spiritualism a Religion P

S1r,—Little reply is needed from me to the letters of Mr.
Tetlow and Mr. Hewes. 1 believe, with both of them, in God,
and also in the power of those who have departed to demon-
strate their existence. I am familiar with all the psychic facts
enumerated by the former, and have listened to, and read,
innumerable trance addresses and controlled writings, and have
myself been the recipient of the latter, but yet I fail to see that
any answer has been given by these writers, or anyone else, to
the question— Why should Spiritualism be regarded as a religion ?
What is there in these psychic facts and statements to constitute
even a groundwork for a religious system of any kind ¥ From all
that 1 can gather from these letters, there is absolutely nothing.
I have great sympathy with these writers, because at first (but for
a very short time) I thought as they do. Thank God that now,
for more than fifteen years, I have realised that my religion
must be an individual thing quite apart from all revelations,
either in books or from spirits, and it is indeed painful to me to
think that there can be Spiritualists who really believe that
religion is something that can be obtained from any outside
source.

Whatever may be the nature of the religion that certain
(so-called) controls may identify themselves with, it i8 no concern
of mine to inquire. My religion, like Christ’s, Buddha's, and
every other religious thinker’s, must be framed in the silence
of my own soul, and grow from the experiences and realities of
life just as theirs did. I do not care to have it systematised or
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epitomised in a set of doctrines. It grows daily and hourly,
and always from within. It has grown here, and will, no doubt,
grow in the beyond.

I cannot accept, like Mr. Hewes, any statements either of
incarnated or discarnated men, as constituting a religion for e,
however revolutionary such statements may be, and I am at a loss
to understand how any reasonable being can do so. Mr. Hewes's
letters do not in any way aid in solving this mystery.

I am also little concerned whether other religious systems are
better or worse than religious Spiritualism. What I feel deeply
18 the enormous damage that has been done to real Spiritualism
by making it, or rather trying to make out of it, the miserable
creed of a paltry sect ; rather than a Divine revelation to man,
irrespective of all creeds, opinions, and beliefs, of life beyond
the grave.

Moreover, the creed, such as it 1s, 18 not new and is not in
any sense the result of Spiritualism. Its devotees are credulous
persons who think that when a man speaks entranced he is always
controlled by a spirit, and they do this without proof that in the
particular case such control is a fact.

The thing that deceives Mr. Hewes is that these trance
addresses ‘‘agree in essential details.” I do not see that this
matters much if what is said 18 merely platitudes known for
centuries. Besides, the relation of each soul to the Over-soul is
no further from our perception than from that of discarnated
men. Why, therefore, make the latter’s alleged statements the
ground-work of a Faith 7 If they are spirits, so are we, and we
are as near God and truth as they are.

Neither Mr. Hewes nor anyone has replied to the question—
Why should Spiritualism be regarded as a religion ! Let me
give the reason why a very few Spiritualists so regard it. They
were brought up Methodists, Baptists, Church of England, or
other sectarians, and for long believed in a system which
appeared miraculous and supernatural, coming down from some
higher sphere of light and wisdom through direct revelations
from God Himself. Then they saw discrepancies in their system
of truth, and perhaps for a time gave up all systems. Then
they came in contact with what they fondly deemed a new
revelation from spirits, to take the place of the old. It is the
impression of this old idea of a supernatural revelation that has
misled them. They should have learned, when it was dis-
credited to their intelligence, that the lesson for them was—
Never again must you fall a victim to any system, but be free,
and true alone to yourselves and your own inward leading.
What you know yourself on this subject 18 best for you. Others
may have grander and more sublime beliefs. Never mind, be
content with what you can yourself evolve. It took men
thousands of years to free themselves from the yoke and bondage
of bodily slavery. It may take an even longer time to free
them wholly from intellectual slavery, but, happily, the hour of
emancipation has come for thousands, and, once free, free for
ever.

Men may have suffered more after physical slavery was
abolished than before, but in some measure they became
responsible beings when the shackles were removed from their
limbs ; and that more than makes amends. Just so, when man
achieves his intellectual freedom and feels that now he has to
frame all his thoughts and come to his own proven conclusions
by his own efforts, he may feel himself very bare of borrowed
knowledge, opinions, and beliefs, but he will feel that he is now
a responsible, intellectual being, and that his soul is his own,
and can never more be tyrannised over by any system. Then, free
himself, he will join with other freemen in works of charity and
mercy, leaving each man to settle his own religious belief
according to the dictates of his own intelligence. VIR.

— e ——— ——

Mediums and their Exposers.

Sir, —Your correspondent, F. W. Read, takes.me to task
for giving ‘“ an incorrect account of the decision in the Slade
case ’ (see ‘“‘LicaATr” for January 5th). I prefer to leave
myself in the hands of your readers, who may be sufliciently
interested to wade through the reports of the six days’ trial.
In the *‘ Spiritualist ” of November 3rd, 1876, there is a full
account of the speech for the defence and the summing up of
Mr. Flowers, in which occur the words (after narrowing the
issue to the evidence given by Professor Lankester and Dr.
Donkin) : ““If this be true, it involves the inference that Slade
wrote the words himself. I must decide according to
the well-known course of nature,” &c. The editor, before
giving the sentence, naively says, ‘‘It is one of a class of cases









