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Mr. Greenwood and the Editor of the “Westminster 
Gazette” would do well to read what Mr. W. Crookes, 
F.R.S., who knew Mr. Home intimately, has to say about 
that gentleman, as reported in this week’s “ Light ” ; and 
having done so perhaps they will both feel ashamed of the 
part they have played in traducing the character of one 
who is no longer here to repel the disgraceful attack upon 
his reputation. It will be delightful when newspaper men 
have more regard for truth and justice and less for mere 
sensation.

The charming articles from the pen of Mr. Page Hopps, 
which appeared in “ Light ” under the title of “ Spiritual 
Solutions of Pressing Problems,” are, of course, still fresh 
in the minds of our readers. That they made a deep 
impression we know, from the many grateful letters which 
reached us from subscribers both at home and abroad ; and 
we are, therefore, pleased to note that they have been re­
produced, at a small price, in the form of a very pretty little 
book, entitled “ Pessimism, Science, and God.” Mr. Page 
Hopps is a past-master in the art of imparting much of his 
own breezy faith to the doubting, decision to the wavering, 
hope to the desponding, and consolation to the sorrowing, 
and hence much good may be done if our friends will help 
to secure for the book a very wide circulation. Mr. Page 
Hopps has hinted that this may probably be his last work ; 
but, if his health and strength are continued, we are sure 
that, whenever he sees another opportunity of doing good 
in a similar fashion, he is not the man to shrink from being 
to the front again. No ! the world cannot do without him 
yet; and we must not allow him to think that it can.

TEST SEANCES BY MRS. MELLON.

We are pleased to learn that some test séances have 
been given by Mrs. Mellon, with a fair amount of success, 
in the presence of a committee, directed by Sir William 
Windeyer, Judge of the Supreme Court, of New South 
Wales. Mrs. Mellon was provided by some ladies of the 
committee with an entire change of clothing, was then 
carefully secured in a black calico bag, and having been 
placed behind a black curtain, a strong black thread was 
fastened round her neck, the ends being held by a member 
of the committee. Under these conditions two white forms 
appeared, one of them several times, and yet Mrs. Mellon 
was afterwards found behind the curtain, exactly as she 
had been left. On another occasion Mi’s. Mellon was 
clothed by the ladies of the committee entirely in black, 
not even a white handkerchief being left in her possession, 
and she was then placed in a wire cage, the door of which 
was securely fastened by a padlock brought by the chair­
man of the committee. Again a white figure appeared 
outside the curtain, and a voice was heard, apparently that 
of a male. At the close Mrs. Mellon was found sitting in 
her chair, apparently in a deep sleep, and the fastenings of 
the cage perfectly intact. The committee decided that 
there had been no possibility of trickery or deception. 
That the phenomena were not even more pronounced is 
attributed to Mrs. Mellon’s being much out of health, but 
it is understood that when her health is sufficientlv 
restored she will readily submit to further tests. All this 
is, so far, extremely satisfactory, but we sincerely hope that 
henceforth Mrs. Mellon will, in every case, disarm suspicion 
by sitting under effective test conditions. The tests above 
described are, however, unnecessarily cumbrous ; by a very 
simple process a medium may bereffectually secured to her 
chair without subjecting her to the slightest inconvenience.

Agents for “Light.”—We shall be grateful if our friends 
will kindly supply us with the names and addresses of any news­
vendors or others, whether in London or the country, who 
either keep “ Light ” for sale, or are willing to do so.

THE MEDIUMSHIP OF D. D. HOME.
Remarks by Mr. W. Crookes, F.R.S., on Dr. Lodge’s 

Report upon Eusapia Paladino.

“ Through the kindness of Professor Lodge I have Had 
an opportunity of reading a proof of his paper in advance, 
and it has occurred to me that a few observations on 
certain differences which I have noted between the pheno­
mena occurring in Eusapia Paladino’s presence and those 
which I used to see with D. D. Home, might interest the 
meeting.

“ In the first place, most, if not all, of the occurrences 
with Eusapia seem to have taken place when she was in a 
trance, and the more complete the trance, the more striking 
the phenomena. This was not always so with Home. Cer­
tainly the two most striking things I ever saw with him, the 
fire test and visible forms, were to lie observed while he was 
entranced, but it was not always easy to tell when he was 
in that state, for he spoke and moved about almost as if he 
were in his normal condition; the chief differences being 
that his actions were more deliberate, and his manner and 
expressions more solemn, and he always spoke of himself in 
the third person, as 1 Dan.’

THE FIRE TEST.

“ I several times saw the fire test, both at my own and 
at other houses. On one occasion he called me to him 
when he went to the fire and told me to watch carefully. 
He certainly put his hand in the grate and handled the 
red-hot coals in a manner which would have been impos­
sible for me to have imitated without being severely burnt. I 
once saw him go to a bright wood fire, and, taking a large 
piece of red-hot charcoal, put it in the hollow of one hand, 
and covering it with the other hand, blow into the 
extempore furnace till the coal was white hot and the 
flames licked round his fingers. No sign of burning could 
be seen then or afterwards on his hands.

“ When he was not in a trance we frequently had 
movements of objects in different parts of the room, with 
visible hands carrying flowers about' and playing the 
accordion. On one occasion I was asked by Home to look 
at the accordion as it was playing in the semi-darkness 
beneath the table. I saw a delicate-looking female hand 
holding it by the handle, and the keys at the lower end 
rising and falling as if fingers were playing on them, 
although I could not see them. So life-like was the hand 
that at first I said it was my sister-in-law’s, but was 
assured by all present that both her hands were on the 
table, a fact which I then verified for myself.

LEVITATIONS.

“ The best cases of Home’s levitation I witnessed were 
in my own house. On one occasion he went to a clear part 
of the room, and after standing quietly for a minute, told 
us he was rising. I saw him slowly rise up with a con­
tinuous gliding movement and remain about six inches off 
the ground for several seconds, when he slowly descended. 
On this occasion no one moved from their places. On 
another occasion I was invited to come to him, when he 
rose eighteen inches off the ground, and I passed my hands 
under his feet, round him, and over his head when he was 
in the air.

“ On several occasions Home and the chair on which he 
was sitting at the table rose off the ground. This was 
generally done very deliberately, and Home sometimes then 
tucked up his feet on the seat of the chair and held up his 
hands in view of all of us. On such an occasion I have got 
down and seen and felt that all four legs were off the 
ground at the same time, Home’s feet being on the chair. 
Less frequently the levitating power extended to those 
sitting next to him. Once my wife was thus raised off the 
ground in her chair.
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With regard to the future. I had hoped Mr. Judge would 
have resigned the vice-presidency on the issue of the inquiry. 
As he has not done so, I think he should be officially requested 
to resign by the sections. But if he refuses, and if he cannot be 
deprived, I am not going to resign from the Theosophical Society 
because we cannot remove an official elected before these objec­
tions to him arose. Were he now elected president I should 
resign, because that would imply the approval of the Society of 
his course of action.

But I will not abuse him, nor exaggerate his offences, nor 
forget all his years of devoted work and self-sacrifice. I will 
recognise the noble side of him all the more that I have been 
obliged to protest against the bad. Nor will I take part in 
trying to ostracise him from future work in the Society. If the 
public regard this as conniving at evil, be it so. I know the 
worldly way of refusing to associate with anyone who has done 
a wrong thing and been publicly attacked ; and I know how one 
of the accusations against a Great Teacher was that “ This man 
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.” If the holy Initiate 
could thus associate, shall I, a sinner, refuse to associate with 
a fellow-sinner ? I prefer the example of the Christ to all the 
public opinion of Christendom. I will not separate myself from 
my brother because I believe him to have erred, nor will I join, 
in persistent attack of him, those who would hunt him out of the 
movement. I have said my say, and the public may pass its 
verdict on me ; according as each judges will be my future 
influence with each, and I do not see that the public is con­
cerned with more than to have the facts before it on which it 
may judge the merits and demerits of those who claim its ear.

This is all very charming, but is it not a little bit too 
chivalrous on the part of Mrs. Besant ? Nobody doubts 
her own perfect honesty and integrity in this, as in all 
other matters ; but is she not here making a somewhat 
ostentatious parade of her righteousness at the expense of 
the best interests of the Society which she desires to serve ? 
In her position as one of the “ heads ” of the Theosophical 
Society she needs, not goodness alone, but wisdom as well; 
and it is a serious question whether it is wise, under any 
circumstance whatever, that she should be associated with 
another “ head ” whom she believes to have been guilty of 
deceit. The reputation of all the “ heads ” of the Society, 
without exception, should be, like her own, not only with­
out reproach but l)eyond suspicion.

IN MEMORIAM.

Mr. Edmund Procter, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, passed to the 
higher life on January fith, aged fifty-five years. This gentleman 
was a son of the late Mr. Joseph Procter, of the celebrated 
haunted house at Willington-on-Tyne. He was born in that house, 
and had vivid recollections of some of the singular occurrences. 
Although not calling himself a Spiritualist, he firmly testified to 
the “ hauntings,” and appeared to credit the testimony of others 
respecting the phenomena of Spiritualism, but urged that they 
should be investigated in a scientific manner. Spiritualists owe 
to him a debt of gratitude for the excellent series of extracts 
from his father’s diary which he furnished to the Society for 
Psychical Research, thus saving them from oblivion ; it is the 
most full and authentic account of these celebrated hauntings, 
and contains records hitherto unpublished. It appeared in the 
Society’s “Journal” for December, 1892. It would be a still 
greater benefit to the world if these records were reprinted and 
widely distributed instead of remaining locked up in the 
archives of a society. Like his father, although deeply interested 
in the subject, he appears not to have made much attempt to 
seriously investigate the more modem phenomena ; and from 
conversations with him it was evident that the nature of the 
manifestations themselves deterred him from diving beneath the 
surface, although, singularly, the concluding paragraph of his 
report shows that he had a clear idea of what would be found 
beneath that surface. This feeling appears to have pervaded 
the entire family ; sensitive and refined, they shrank from con­
tact with “the dweller on the threshold.” It is greatly to be 
regretted that the call of the spirit world was not responded to 
in those, as he calls them, “ unforgettable years ”—1834 to 
1847—’for upon residing Mr. Procter’s diary one finds it difficult 

escape the conclusion that were it not for this hyper- 
ensitiveness the Procter family might to-day have had the 

honour of being the first on the earthly side to help establish 
communion between the two worlds. Mr. Edmund Procter 
was a Liberal in politics, a vigorous advocate of temperance 
and a strong opponent of vaccination ; genial and generous in 
disposition, courteous in manner, his decease is sincerely 
mourned by a large circle of friends.—Terr.« Filius.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
[ The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents, and 

sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose of pre­
senting cietos that may elicit discussion.]

Is Spiritualism a Religion ?
Sir,—I have been intensely interested in reading the con­

troversy going on in “ Light ” during the past few weeks on the 
question, “Is Spiritualism a Religion ?” “ Vir’s” reasoning
against the proposition seems, to my mind, lamentably weak 
and narrow. Taking your advice, Sir, I read Theobald’s 
pamphlet, “ Spiritualism and Religion,” which, I find, holds the 
same view as “ Vir,” only a little more philosophically stated. 
The one thing that has suqjrised me is that, after giving the 
fullest attention to both papers, I have been compelled to come 
to the conclusion that Spiritualism is not only a religion, but, as 
Mr. Dymond says, “a Science of Sciences,” “the Crown of 
Philosophy,” “ the Religion of God”—a proposition I did not 
make up my mind to accept before. That Spiritualism is a 
religion in a practical sense, I think requires very little argu­
ment, as the fact is so palpable ; whether it is so philosophically 
is quite a debatable point which I shall not attempt to prove, 
because unprovable, from the very fact that there is no uni­
versal standard of what religion really is ; one says it is some­
thing taught in the Christian’s Bible ; someone else says it is 
something taught in some other man’s Bible. Philosophy tells 
us it is something outside of all so-called revelation, that it is 
something within us which we know very little about, reach­
ing upward to something else we know less of—God Himself. 
In a word, this is the only explanation we can get out of so- 
called philosophy. Then we have “ Vir” giving some Atheism 
of Tom Pain’s, about his “ religion is to do good.” Then we 
have the Agnostic’s only creed—disbelieve everything that 
everybody else believes. What does it all mean ? It means 
this—that hardly two individuals agree what religion really is. 
Without a universal standard how can we judge ? Only from 
our practical observations of life—that is all. We ask ourselves 
what is the highest principle in life ? Shall we say Love ? What 
is Love ? Ask the “poor somnambulic trance-medium,” and 
what does he tell you ?—that “ Love is the highest expression of 
religion.” Could a higher definition be given than that ? Any 
system that helps man to develop the love-principle in his 
nature may be truly designated a religion . I contend that 
Spiritualism does this, as it keeps love united on both sides of 
the tomb.

24, Claude-road, Cardiff. E. G. Sadler.

• Sir,—I, for one, must confess to a lack of sympathy with 
“Vir’s” reasoning. His argument is a weak and wordy diatribe 
of conclusions that are certainly more prejudicial than real. He 
states that “religious Spiritualism must in future be content to 
lie branded superstition, that is, an unreasonable belief,” but 
presently confesses himself a Spiritualist, and leaves us com­
pletely in the dark as to what th it Spiritualism really is. Not 
phenomenal, certainly, since he speaks of “ so-called ” spirit 
control as mental disease. Nor is he of the philosophical order, 
for he logically concludes that our foundation is valueless, and 
(to use his own words) “ all religious Spiritualism is supported 
by this rotten reed.” We must evidently look farther for his 
Spiritualism, and we find it in the following passage from his 
article of January 5th :—

Mr. Hewes thinks the one thousand are consistent and the 
remaining forty-nine thousand inconsistent, because the 
latter are Agnostics, Church of England, Baptists, Con­
gregationalists, Presbyterians, Ac., Ac. Why he should 
have such an odd opinion it is impossible to imagine. 
Surely he can see that the reason is that they prefer to belief 
in irhat has aUhkI the te#t of time, and is a bond of association 
for reasonable people to engage in works of charity, rather 
than trust to somnambulistic orators and their so-called re­
velations.
Here we see plainly how the land lies with “ Vir,” not­

withstanding that he asserts a complete impartiality in the 
paragraph which follows. He loves the old Canon of Scripture
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SOCIETY WORK.
245, Kentish Town-road, N.W.—On Sunday, at 7 p.m., 

Mr. F. Challis ; Thursday, at 8 p.m., Mrs. Mason.—J.H.B.
218, Jubilee-street, Mile End.—An address was given on 

Sunday by Mr. Walker’s guides on the question, “ Who are the 
Redeemed ? ” Our little hall was crowded with people, who 
highly appreciated the address. On Sunday next Mr. Wyndoe 
will occupy the platform.—W. Marsh.

45, Markham-square, King’s-road, Chelsea, S.W.—- 
Harmonious conditions have prevailed at our several meetings, 
and a welcome is given to all who desire help and guidance. 
Sunday, at 7 p.m., clairvoyance, Mr. Coote ; Monday, at 8 p.m., 
ditto ; Tuesday and Thursday, at 8 p.m., developing circle, Mrs. 
Perry ; Saturday at 8, clairvoyance.—W. G. Coote.

Ill, Clarendon-road, Notting Hill, W.—On Sunday last 
Mrs. Mason’s spirit guides gave us a beautiful inspirational 
discourse upon “Spiritual Progress,” followed by very success­
ful clairvoyance and important advice upon health. Mr. Mason 
kindly presided at the organ. On Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mrs. 
Ashton Bingham and sacred solos, recitals, &c. ; Tuesday, at 
8 p.m., séance, Mrs. Mason ; Saturday, at 8 p.m., spirit circle. 
January 27th, Mr. W. Wallace.—J.H.B.

Cavendish Rooms, 51, Mortimer-street, W.—On Sunday 
last, Mrs. Stansfield, of Shaw, Oldham, gave a trance address 
to a crowded audience, who listened throughout with marked 
attention and appreciation. She afterwards gave several 
clairvoyant descriptions, all of which, with one exception, were 
recognised. We are heartily glad that Mrs. Stansfield received 
such a warm welcome on this her first visit to London, and we 
are looking forward to next Sunday, January 20th, when she 
will again occupy the platform at Cavendish Rooms.—L. H.

132, St. John’s-hill, Clapham Junction.—Mrs. Charles 
Spring, medium, will commence meetings in connection with 
the Dawn of Day Society on Thursday, February 7th, at the 
above address. Séance at 4 p.m., after which a conversazione 
will be held from 7 till 10, to commemorate the anniversary of 
the birth of Charles Dickens and the opening of the branch of 
the society, at which the president, Mrs. Ashton Bingham, will 
give a new and original recitation entitled “An Old Man’s 
Story,” followed by a reading from a series of tales told by “ An 
Old Door Knocker,” as given through her hand by one of her 
controls. Others have promised to contribute to the evening’s 
amusement. A silver collection.—A. B.

Stratford Society of Spiritualists.—Mr. Emms will take 
our platform on Sunday, 20th inst. His subject will be : 
“Spiritualism: Its Significance.” Fridays for inquirers. We 
trust that friends will attend and make Friday’s meeting a 
success. We had a great treat on Sunday ; Mr. Glendinning 
gave a stirring address to a good audience. His subject was, 
“ Shall we know each other there ? ” His able remarks were 
highly appreciated, and we only wish that everyone could hear 
such an address by this grand champion of our glorious cause. 
In the course of his remarks he paid a high tribute to the late 
Mr. James Burns, whom he had known well, and for whom he 
had a very high regard.—Thomas MacCallum, Hon. Sec.

South London Spiritualists’ Mission, Surrey Masonic 
Hall, Camberwell New-road, S.E.—The half-yearly general 
assembly was held on Sunday, when satisfactory reports of our 
work were presented by the various officers of the mission. The 
balance-sheet gave the following figures :—Receipts, £82 5s. ; 
expenditure, £35 2s. 6d. ; balance in hand, £47 2s. 6d. The 
following were elected officers for the ensuing half-year 
Leader, Mr. W. E. Long; treasurer, Mr. Geo. Davy; and general 
secretary, Mr. C. M. Payne. Sunday, January 20th, at 6.30 
p.m., the spirit circle, Mr. W. E. Long (leader). The 
celebration of the eighth anniversary will be held on 
Sunday, January 27th. Morning, Mrs. Weedemeyer ; after­
noon, Mrs. Bliss ; in the evening, Mr. T. Everitt, Mrs. Bliss, 
Mr. Veitch, Mrs. Stanley, and other prominent speakers and 
mediums will be present. Spiritualists heartily invited. Mr. 
W. E. Long will preside. Mr. Charles Hepburn has kindly 
consented to preside at the grand piano, and will render some 
instrumental selections during the evening. Solos will be given 
by Mrs. Banks, Mr. George, Mr. W. H. White, and others. 
Services commence at 11 a.m., 3 p.m., and 6.30 p.m.—Charles 
M. Payne, Hon. Sec.

Morse’s Library, 26, Osnaburgh-street, London, N.W.— 
On Friday evening, 11th inst., Mr. J. J. Morse delivered the 
first of a series of three trance addresses. “ Spiritualism : Its 
Fundamentals ” was the title of the present discourse, and the 
subject was treated with all the dialectical skill associated with 
Mr. Morse’s controls. The relationship of man to the universe, 
the underlying unity of spirit and matter, the harmony between 
the discoveries of science and the teachings of philosophic 
Spiritualism, more particularly in regard to the theory of evolu­
tion—all these themes were discussed with consummate ability, 
to the keen appreciation of the audience. Before submitting 
himself to the process of control, Mr. Morse made some 
sympathetic allusions to the lamented death of Mr. James 
Burns, and gave some interesting reminiscences of his association, 
many years ago, with the departed veteran. He expressed 
on behalf of himself and the friends present sincere condolence 

with the bereaved family. The prospective arrangements are u 
follows:—iJanuary 18th, at 8 p.m., “Spiritualism: Ite Essentials”* 
January 25th, “Spiritualism: Its Ultimates ” ; February Int*  
“ An Evening with the ‘ Strolling Player.’ ” On March 29th, it 
is proposed to hold, at Cavendish Rooms, a Special Celebration 
Meeting to commemorate the forty-seventh anniversary of 
Modern Spiritualism. Full particulars will be announced in 
due course.—D. G.

23, Devonshire-road, Forest Hill.—Sunday was one of 
those rare occasions when the audience get an actual glimpse of 
the state of things in “the great beyond.” William Cogman 
controlled the medium, Mrs. Bliss, and delivered a very instruc­
tive address. In the course of his remarks he mentioned one who 
has recently passed into spirit-life, who was a true and good 
worker for many years in the cause. He also spoke of another, 
well known on this earth-plane as Professor Chadwick, and 
compared the unity and close brotherhood which existed among 
Spiritualists in former times, when they were forced to keep 
their sentiments a secret lest ignominy should be their lot, 
with the complete liberty of opinion which people now 
enjoy. The control drew a moral from this. Owing to his 
exceptional opportunities of observation, he had arrived at 
the conclusion that Spiritualists were in danger of disunion and 
a lack of brotherly feeling. The control illustrated his remarks 
by referring to the case of Mr. Robson, a pioneer in the cause, 
and well-known to most Spiritualists as a former highly suc­
cessful medium, who so unselfishly devoted himself to the 
advancement of the cause that he neglected to provide for his 
old age in this earth life, and hence is greatly in need of help. 
This society, in answer to the appeal, will gladly do all they can 
for Mr. Robson, and ask for subscriptions, which will be thank­
fully acknowledged, however small, by the secretary. The 
meeting concluded with successful clairvoyance by “Vigo” and 
other controls of the medium, the correctness of the descriptions 
being the means of inducing several strangers to think seriously 
of the phenomena and to investigate for themselves. Sunday 
next, at 7 p.m., Mr. Savage and Mr. Dennis.—J. Bliss, Sec.

THE MARYLEBONE ASSOCIATION.

The following reached us too late for insertion in last week’s 
issue: —

A social gathering of members and friends of the Marylebone 
Association of Spiritualists was held on Monday evening, 
January 7th, at Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer-street, W. The 
occasion drew together an assemblage of something like one 
hundred and thirty persons, mostly convinced Spiritualists or 
inquirers, and the community of feeling thus created tended 
very naturally to promote the harmonious atmosphere always so 
desirable in such gatherings. An attractive programme had 
been provided, and the intervals between the performance of 
the various items, musical or recitative, were filled up with the 
pleasant converse proper to the occasion, or the inspection of a 
number of direct spirit drawings and writings kindly furnished 
by Mr. Everitt for the inspection of visitors.

A little ceremony, not provided for in the printed pro­
gramme, was the presentation of an elegant inkstand, with 
inscription, to Mr. Leigh Hunt, the secretary of the Maryle­
bone Society, in recognition of his faithful and self-denying 
services to that body.

Mr. Everitt, who, as President of the Society, made the 
presentation, paid a glowing tribute to the zeal and energy 
displayed by Mr. Hunt in his official work, and gave expression 
to the high appreciation with which his services were viewed, 
both by the committee and the general body of members.

Mr. Leigh Hunt, although taken completely by surprise, 
acknowledged the gift in a few well-chosen words, none the less 
appropriate because uttered with evident emotion.

Later in the evening, Mr. J. J. Morse, whose oratorical 
powers are not confined to his trance addresses, was called upon 
by the President to say a few words, a request to which he 
responded with his usual ability, complimenting the Society 
upon the large and genial assemblage of friends it had been the 
means of bringing together that evening.

The programme included the following items:—Pianoforte 
solos by Miss Amy Butterworth, R.A.M. ; songs, “For one 
sweet smile ” and “An Evening Song,” by Mr. Charles 
Masters; “When the tide comes in” and “The song for 
me,” by Mrs. H. Thornton; “The Mission of a Rose”, and 
“ Sweet Kildare,” by Miss Everitt ; and “The Three Wishes” 
and “ Beauty Sleep,” by Miss Fanny Samuel. Mr. Ernest C. 
Meads showed considerable elocutionary talent in two recita­
tions, “At the Opera” and “ His First and Last Appearance,’ 
while, by way of “extra turn,” Miss Isabella Francis obliged 
with a pianoforte solo. In the interval refreshments were pro­
vided in a buffet beneath the hall by the proprietors of the 
Cavendish Rooms, who deserve a word of recognition for their 
excellent catering. Altogether, the Marylebone Society is to 
be congratulated on its “social gathering,” the entire cost of 
which (with the exception of the one item of refreshments) was, 
we understand, borne by the Society itself.

Letters from J.W.M., W.R.T., A.W.C., and others, are un 
avoidably held over for want of space.
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