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NOTES BY THE WAY.

“Vanity Fair” of September 10th has the. following: —

“Light " is(so it tells us) “ a journal of psychical, occult,
uxl mystical research.” Itis a young journal of some thirteen
yars standing. It is also an impudent journal. It quotes my
story of Admiral Tryon’s apparition, comments on it as possess-
es, ““ofcourse, no inherent impossibility,” hopes that it will be
verified or contradicted, and impertinently adds, “ We do not
rail manufactured evidence.” Does ““ Light ” then regard all
»di ““evidence ’as manufactured unless supplied by itself?

Spiritualists are bigoted, absurd people as a rule ; but 'tis
surely curious that their organ should seem to regard with
sspicion any story of so common an occurrence as that of an
apparition at the time of death, merely because it appeared in
another journal.  Surely it is not for ““Light” to hint that
such apparitions are not well-established facts. But in any case
Lshould really not be surprised to find that there has been less
amufictured evidence in four-and-twenty years of this journal
than there has been in ““Light’s ” little life.

Itis very pleasant to see the above. Time was when
hra periodical like ““Vanity Fair” to hint at the truth of
Napparition story would have been that periodical’'s con-
demnation. But we live in happier times, and now this
rhronicle of the “ upper circles ” is angry because “ Light”
teked for evidence of a ghost story, which evidence it will
kseen is not forthcoming. Such a story as that about
Admiral Tryon is, we repeat, possible, nay, probable enough,
|-t itis also just the sort of story that would be invented
tv tile modern penny-a-liner, now that ghosts are becoming
Ushionable. However, ““Vanity Fair” is angry and
abusive, which is good.

The secretary of the Cremation Society of England,
ilwse offices are 8, New Cavendish-street, W., sends us
»3ie pamphlets on the objects of his society. It is no
tert of the duty of “ Light” to advocate a fad of any
kind. But this question of cremation interests everyone,
specially just now, when the enterprising journalist seems
determined to frighten us into a cholera epidemic. The
rites by Sir Spencer Wells, which accompanies the
utretary’s letter is instructive though not pleasant reading.
What is called Christian burial is, if Sir Spencer be right
*1o liis facts, about as ghastly a means of propagating
fease as could well be devised. A sound mind in a sound
bxly is necessary to everyone, and to none more than to
‘bestudent of the occult, but apparently we are all doing
@ liest to render the conjunction well-nigh impossible.

My does fear of a disease render many people peculiarly
eto be affected by that disease I That it does do so
popular and seemingly well founded belief, and this

the conduct of the propagators of the *“ cholera
oil the more reprehensible. But what is the mean-

the fact? Where is the connecting link between
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the fear of, say, ““cholera” and the “‘comma bacillus’?
We know how a sudden fit of rage will so alter the fluids
of the human body that the nurse poisons the child under
her care: does fear act similarly and so alter the conditions
of the system that the “ comma bacillus,” or any others of
his unpleasant brethren, find greater facilities for their
nutrition? And if this is the case, why should we not lie able
to start a set of conditions of just the opposite kind, and

auto-suggest, indeed, all bacterial influences off the face of
the earth?

We refer elsewhere to the Chicago Congress, but one
event in connection with that Congress we hope has been
exaggerated by the “ Chicago Herald.” The following,
which is headed ““In the Wrong Crowd,” apparently refers
to Mr. Ernest Hart. It appears in the above-named journal
for August 25th .—

Secretary Young, of the World’'s Congress Auxiliary, is care-
fully nursing a purple spot beneath his left eye. Mr. Young
attempted to eject Dr. Ernest Hart, the well-known London
physician, from the Hall of Washington yesterday afternoon.
Dr. Hart was in a stubborn mood and refused to be put out.
During the argument that waxed hot between the two men,
Mr. Young's left eye suddenly came in contact with the worthy
doctor’s right fist. The consequence is that the genial secretary
of the Congress Auxiliary will not be at his post of duty this
morning.

Professor Elliott Coues, the bearded chairman of the Con-
gress, was about to open the afternoon meeting, and had rapped
three times on the little table with his rosewood gavel, when
Dr. Hart entered the hall. No one knew who he was, and as he
made his way to the platform no objections were raised, it
being supposed that he was one of the speakers of the after-
noon. Making his way to where Professor Coues stood, Dr.
Hart exclaimed in a loud voice that he had something to say to
the audience. Professor Coues requested him to be seated
until the session was opened, when they would be pleased to
listen to anything he had to say.

““No, | won’'t wait,” exclaimed the angry doctor, shaking
his fist at Professor Coues, “ | have something to say of im-
portance to the public, and I am going to say it.”

Turning to the audience Dr. Hart denounced the persons
connected with the Psychical Science Congress, or any person
professing to believe in such phenomena, or Spiritualism of any
kind, as impostors, and said he was willing to wager one
thousand dollars that he could write a message and seal itand
that no one could read by so-called second sight or the power of
clairvoyance the contents of the said message.

The “ Chicago Herald ” goes on to say that Mr. Hart
was eventually persuaded to leave the hall, and that it was
during the altercation which led to this result that Mr.
Young was struck by Mr. Hart. It appears that when
the Committee requested the use of a hall for the meetings
of the Congress an express stipulation was made that no
experimental work should be done. Mr. Hart, under these
circumstances, was, therefore, clearly in the wrong. But
we shall, we hope, have Mr. Hart's own explanation.

There is but one way to restore the greatness of a people—
it is an appeal to the people themselves. It is not in the power
of princes and barons to make a state permanently glorious ;
they raise themselves, but they raise not the people with them.
All great generations are the universal movement of the mass.
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AN ESSEX WITCH IN 1645.
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tfiais, and th’? un’ vi‘n"‘H ivadini' I1l.- special case in
that of ierta»* wit.hes who were executed.

The mfofiitalhillH were given upon oath  There were

iak« u separately the sworn slatviuviits of Matthew llopkins,
i\?si,.r,.e Edward Varslex. and Jehu Banks ; and jointly

t I” v.aiuw Milks Norman. Muy | hiJhp's nn<lI
Varv l'ar-t* the.se people were ot Manning! rec, mid
their infortnati'’l5 ¥ ** the same date, March L'-illi, Hilo.
Thev appear to have been appointed to sit with the “ witch "
and' report what they saw and heard, and partly on their
tealiumtiv the condemnation was pronounced. The
formation of Matthew Hopkins is as follows: —

This informant saitl:. that the said Elizabeth Clarke, alias
Beddingtield (suspected Cor a witch as aforesaid, and whose
mother and some others of her kinsfolk did suffer death for
witchcraft and uiurtlier) being by appointment of the said
justices, watcht several nights for the better disemcry of her
wicked practices : this informant came into the room where tim
said Elizabeth was watcht, as aforesaid, tho last night, being
tjle 24th of this instant March, but. intended not to have stay’d
kin-' there, but tho said Elizabeth forthwith told this informant,
and "tie Mr. Sterne there present, if they would stay, and do the
said Elizabeth no hurt, she would call one of her white Imps,
and play with it in her lap ; but this informant told her they
would not allow of it; but that staying there a while longer,
within a quarter of an hour after, there appeared an imp like
to a dog. which was white with some sandy spots, ami seemed
to Ix- very fat and plump with very short legs, and forthwith
vonisht away : and the said Elizabeth said the name of that
imt> was Jartnara : and immediately there appeared another imp,
which she called Vinegar Tom. in the shape of a greyhound,
with long tegs, anl the said Elizabeth then said, that the next
imp should be a black imp, and should come for the .said Mr.
Sterne, which appeared but presently vanisht ; and the last that
appeared was in the shape of a Pole-cat, but the head somewhat
bigger, and the said Elizabeth then told this informant, that she
liad five imps of her own, and two of the imps of the old beldam
West (meaning one Ann West, widow, who is now also sus-
I>ected to be guilty of witchcraft) .4 and tho said Eliza-
beth farther told this informant that Satan would never let her
lie at rest, or quiet, till she did consent to the killing of the
hogs of one Mr. Edwards, of Minningtree, and the horse of
..ne Robert Taylor of the same town.

of the de{oositions made al 111" <t Ilime

in-

Hopkins, Storrie, and Parsley swear to Jarmara ami
Vinegar Tom. but the worn hi sav nothing about them, mid
Bank simply corroborates Sterne. As to the Pole-cat,
Sterne says nothing, while Parsley speaks of a third imp
called ““Sack and Sugar,” of which Hopkins says nothing.
Of course the ““Pole-cat” and ““Sack and Sugar” may be
fhe same. The women'’s deposition is curious : —

These informants say jointly, that watching with the said
Eiizalteth Clarke, suspected as aforesaid, about twelve of thu
clock last. night, the said Elizabeth smack'd with her mouth,
and beckon'd with her hand, and instantly there appeared a
white thing, about the bigness of a cat, and that these inform-
ants saw live imps more, which the said Elizabeth named as
abovesaid, <kc.

From which it is obvious that these witnesses had seen
the depositions of both Hopkins and Sterne. Moreover these
two latter worthies are each labelled “ gent."'and the process
of contradicting them would probably have led one or all of
the women into the st ne difficulties as those of the unhappy
Elizabeth Clarke. Banks, who also corroborated the two
““gents,” is simple John Banks. Be it noted also that the
women speak to a “white thing” insfriaf/y appearing, while

* Some obscene remarks* of the informant are omitted.
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That sim had a grey imp hhiil her, aid that idir!(
with Elizabeth < Marko, ami Elizabeth flooding, did fib,l|(
since, send their imps to Kkill a black cow, and a
belonging t<» Mr. Edwards, which was done acconlj,,™-
that she sent her grey imp, Elizabeth Clarke her liliu,," <
and Elizabeth Gooding Imr white imp ; and that.
years since slm sent a grey imp to fill two horses, <f >
Bragg, of Mistley, which were Kkilled accordingly, d,
and the said Elizabeth Gooding Mint either of them hi, jtj
destroy the. child of the said Mr. Edwards (this (sxamiil{11(
being a white 0:1'5, and Elizabeth G coding's a black iinp, "

The execution of Elizabeth Clarke took plaee jI( j
but Sterne, published an account of tim, event in IG"
from that w<: find that Clarke had been kept till'd:(lay '
three nights under guard before this precious ,,vV”Nti*.-
was made. In this pamphlet, after the usual obidu,,. 1
cnees to the witch and her relations with tin.
Sterne speaks of “ Laught ” as having come in the 'L,"
of a cat, before the appearance of Jarmara. And then.
very suggestive passage. Sterne says of the imps that »
came in several shapes, and were seen ““some by sot/ie ,f '
and others by some of us,” which is precisely what
have been expected. It is hardly necessary to say
Ann Tz:cch was executed at. Chelmsford, as was Eliz")
(Clarkc.

To dismiss all this testimony as absolutely worthy
would be as ridiculous as to receive it all as absolutely”™
But given one or more mediums through whom a w..
low order of spirit, were accustomed to manifest,
that were as debased as they well could be; given ,u.”
over a number of witnesses who expected to see certain
things—a white dog with red spots,or an abnormal ¢at,
not out-of-the-way objects for such: and given moreover th,
atmosphere of spiritual entranceinent which makes easy (!
occasions, the presentment of evil principles in |ii0;
shape, all which conditions were present—and we hai.
all that was necessary for producing the evidence, eudu-
it was. The history of English witchcraft has yet t« Ir
written, and its lessons yet to be learned.

TRANCE.

A reader of “ Notes and Queries ” recently ask'd hr
information about “ Trance,” and the following replv
appeared in last week’s issue of that paper .—

Tkaxces (Sth S. iv. 107).—I should say to “ M.W." thi:
the out-and-out best example of trance is that cultivated(chieir
in their private circles) by the folk called Spiritualists. Sow
twenty years ago 1 used to care for these things. Here is |
rough specimen. Half-a-dozen of us sat chatting, as people wili-
on a bright afternoon in a country house, when my friend, agd
about thirty, in the middle of a sentence became listless arJ
dropped his pipe. In the same listless way he stooped to pick
it up, and went on to finish his sentence, all wide awake agaiu-
He did not know, until we told him, that his pipe had lain on the
floor twenty minutes or more, during which interval another
voice, totally different from his own, had been briskly utterj;

from his lips ideas quite foreign to my friend as | had al! nW
life known him. Tho words, for the matter of that, almy.-
claimed dogmatically to be tho speech of a separate intelligent,
though that is a detail of the trance state which “ M.W." need
not trouble to follow up unless he likes. Refer him to the

weekly paper called “ Light” (2, Duke-street, Adelphi). L
prints a page list of books.
Liverpool. DaclbV.

It is very hard to bolieve that a thing is rightly done, when
it is notdone our way. It is human nature to forbid men when
they do not follow us; only that Divine wisdom which conns
from on high is able to receive as for itself whatever is .
against it.—Rwvskin.



Sep timber Iti, 1803.
ASTROLOGICAL "SCIENCE."

That the moon does affect human beings is in the highest
degree probable, for tho mutual attraction of the masses of
ilr? earth and moon produce the phenomena of the tides,
loth solid and liquid, with which we are so well acquainted.
Jhireuver, tile perceptible effect is greater on the liquid
pdiuns of the earth's surface than on tho solid, so that we
may well expect man, who is les? solid—in the ordinary
meaning of the term—than tlm earth, to be more affected
tbn the rocky structure, of that earth generally, especially
n regards his blood and tho other liquid portions of his body.
Thus the term ““lunatic”—touched by the moon--is not
« inappropriate one when the moon's effects arc. othcr-
*ise so very evident. In all this we quite agree with tho
"Astrologer's Magazine.” But tlm writer of a paper in
tint journal who usos the foregoing argument goes on to
*Huee as evidence the ““moon-blindness” from which
people sometimes suffer when sleeping with the tropical
inonlieams shining on them.  This is surely wrong, for,
if the nr.i >n has anything to do with this blindness, why does
itoccur only in the tropics?

Putting aside the very flimsy illustration got from
ami-blindness, and admitting that there is something to
leslid for lunar influences, and therefore by parity of
mining for ““similar” planetary interference, we still
hi! t<>see that there is any evidence whatever that “ the
Great Plague of London, the various epidemics, choleraic
ml influenza visitations, were solely due to certain con-
Asrations of the planets.” The illustration obtained from
rendering the attraction of the moon’s mass in no way
helps us to understand the somewhat sweeping assertion
unde by the writer as quoted above.

The piper from which the quotation is made is
i well merited attack on Dr. Barnard, of the Lick
observatory, for saying that astrology is humbug. In
tin: opinion we have no share, and therefore all the more
ifo w wish the “ science ” of the astrologers to be better
tlauitis. Unfortunately much cannot be said for that
"science.”

In the same number of the magazine there are some
ranirks upon the “ Life” of the weather in connection
»iih*“planetary force.” To the expression “ Life” of the
Either there can be no objection, for life is obviously a
van! of much wider connotation than is usually ascribed
wit. Mr. Frederick Pratt has, therefore, a good title for
his paper.  But this is the method of explanation :—

The existence of the planet Neptune was surmised by observ-
es the planet Uranus to be * attracted ” or drawn out of its
natural orbit in the heavens ; calculations led to the discovery
1l the “attracting ” body in the remote Neptune. Now, it is
mient that any force thus capable, at that immense distance,
«i attracting the solid mass of a planet, acting upon the light
tueous matter of its envelope, must be capable of causing much
greater perturbations in its atmospheric conditions. Such a
fitce of attraction would diminish both its density and pressure,
this causing expansion and rarefaction, with the disappearance
4 beat and moisture in solution, and their absorption, through
evaporation, from the mass of the planet itself. In this way
fienatural equilibrium would be destroyed, tho atmosphere be-
aming highly ““positive,” the earth ““negative.”

Tlie “ law” of gravitation is as usual misunderstood, the
fit that Uranus attracts Neptune just as much as Neptune
attracts Vranus being ignored ; moreover, if astrology means
anything, it ignores distance, and the expression “immense
distance” is as superfluous as it is unwise. In the case of
lranus, too, it might well be argued that the gaseous

is part of the planet, itself only a mass of gas. But
Psiting all this aside, and submitting that “ expansion and
Maction” are the correlatives, not the effects, of change
b'lciwity and pressure, we have to consider tho expression

J"" disappearance of heat and moisture in solution.”
w ‘I'mstiiis mean ? It is to be supposed that, the usual
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physical facts are here referred to, and of course, the higher
the temperature, and in this case, therefore, the greater the
amount of heat absorbed,the “larger” the amount of evapora-
tion, and of possible moisture held in the atmosphere.
But. then how do the heat and moisture in solution dis-
appear through evaporation? That ““heat” is still to Mr.
Pratt tho same thing as the ““caloric” of our ancestors, is
obvious, for he says : —

Tho continuance of this condensing process would finally
rosult in tho excess of moisture being precipitated in the form
of rain, the heat ascending into tho upper and cooler currents,
and thence passing away ns warm winds into the general
atmospheric circulation, or again condensed into aurorae and
meteors.

After this there is not much to be said. From the
scientific point of view it is all utter nonsense, and yet it is
obviously intended to be scientific. Astrology claims to be
a science, and we are far from saying that its claim is an
unjust one; it is probably as much a science as is geology,
where the ““facts” vary in interpretation from year toyear.
But because astrology claims such a position, it must be
accurate in its assertions, and its literature must not admit
the mistakes of eighteenth-century primers.

FATALISM ?

Ola Hansen (according to the “ Literary Digest”) writes
about Maupassant in “ Die Nation” of Berlin. Is not
“ fatalism ” a euphemism for something else 1—

Maupassant with his bull neck, strong physical development,
and untrammelled humour, represents the Frenchman as savage.
What, indeed, is his Bel Ami, but the impersonation of brute
strength? And what is Paul Bretigny in “ Mont-Oriol ” other
than the personification of the elementary savage ?

Nevertheless, this audacious laugher, this joyous, frivolous
story-teller was a thorough pessimist, oppressed with the
mystery of life ; and this apparently robust nature had a can-
kerous spot at the core.

Maupassant, like all the finest and deepest spirits of his
generation, was a fatalist. The most of us become fatalists as
the result of inner psychological experience. Maupassant, it
would seem, became the bitter fatalist that he was by the
study of humanity at large on the world’s stage. The result
was the same.

It is not tho tragic Nemesis which Maupassant depicts as pur-
suing mankind, but stupid, pitiless, blind chance, not acting in
accordance with natural law, but unconscious, blind, bizarre.
In lieu of the majestic countenance of the stern Nemesis, in
whose presence one is humbled with an instinctive conscious-
ness of wrong-doing, he shows us a tricky, malicious harlequin,
who closes men's eyes, and misleads them into trouble, and
then with mocking laughter restores their sight to enable them
to see how their asses' ears have grown.

And this man of full-blooded, expansive temperament, who
so revelled in the enjoyment of life, might have lived his life
harmoniously and intensively to its close ; but, alas! this vig-
orous, robust poet-nature had, down in the deepest and most
secret recesses of his being, a dark spot which grew and spread,
and was never darker than when the outer life was at its
brightest; and which never failed to proclaim its dread pres-
ence in solitude when the mental gaze was turned perforce in-
ward. Maupassant at the festal board, amid the most mirthful
scenes, was haunted by a sense of isolation from his kind, by a
dread of solitude, a terror of death, and more, by a Lebeiumgst—
aterror of the mystery of life, which gives the key to so much of
his writings, and which grew and spread until, like a parasite,
it drained his best blood, and developed into an invisible, seem-
ingly independent spirit, which pursued him constantly, and
which he strovo in vain to elude, not realising that it was part of
himself, the invisible, intangible “ Horla” which at length
conquered and consigned its victim to the madhouse.

In other words, Maupassant was obsessed, as probably
half or three-quarters of so-called lunatics generally are. To
talk of reason being displaced from its throne and so on, is
as silly as it is unmeaning.
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RECORDS OF PRIVATE SEANCES.
FROM NOTES TAKEN AT THE TIME OF EACH SITTING.

No. LX.
Fiiom the Recokos of Mils. S.

January 2(ith, 1879. TIm usual Sunday circle nut this
evening, and several spiritual gifts (gems, Ac.) were placed on
tim table. During tlm stance Mr. S. M. described a hand pass-
ing over the table and touching each article. Mr. I’crcival was
able to see it ami followed its movements, as Mr. S. M. pointed
them out. Imperator then controlled and spoke at. length of
the past and also of the future, saying that he hoped to have
move constant communications and be able to carry on his work
through tho medium move ellectively. Tho details would be
carried out by those spirits who were capable of entering into
tho atlairs of earth, ami were acquainted with the circumstances
in which wo were placed. Continuing, Imperator said :—

“<>ur interest s arc so different and so absorbing that we are in
no way fitted ro advise on these points. Wo have been much
interested in looking upon your world at. its present crisis.
Never has there been a more conflicting panorama opened to
spirit view, never such contending forces, never such a vast
issue, and never so much terrible uncertainty ns to the final
result. Nearly everything that has been universally accepted is
now called in question ;: what was sound is overturned ; what was
true is subverted; that which has served its purpose is dying out,
and from it is being evolved the spirit of the future. Youth
and manhood are over : old ago, decrepitude, and death are at
hand. The youth of your age was when the Christ came, and
its time of vigour three centuries later. You live in the last
throes, and the watchers may sec even now the beams of light
that will illumine the ago that is to come. You know not how
very near is the final issue of the conflict. The battle has been

fought out iu the spheres, and the result has been victory.
During the next two years it will bo fought out amongst you,
and through tribulation and conflict many will fall away. In
the life of the Christ you find many prophetic utterances which
apply to the city in which you dwell, as well as to that over
which ho wept. He saw not only his own times but also those
in which you are living, and much that he said might now be
uttered were he preaching in the streets of this mighty city ;
and his wail over the Jerusalem that he loved might be poured
forth over those amongst whom your lot is cast. Prepare, then,
for the final struggle ; it will be between good and evil, between
faith and agnosticism, between law and order on the one
hand and lawlessness and disorder on the other. It will be a
time of grievous trouble such as the Christ foretold. Then will
the work of the Supreme be attributed to blind force or diabolic
agency ; then will be seen amongst you' the sin against the Holy
Ghost.’ Blessed are they that remain steadfast, for many, many
will fall away, and for those who have seen the light and have
then denied it, is no salvation either in this world or in that which

Ls to come.”

February 2nd.—The usual circle met this evening. Much
lovely scent was brought and Grocyn manifested through his
musical sounds. Channing then controlled the medium and
said that he spoke at the chief's request on a subject that was
in the medium's mind. (See Dr. Wyld's letter in the ““Spirit-
ualist” of January 31st, 1879.) Channing said :—

“When | was on earth | was concerned with the demoli-
tion of the false ideas which centre round tho atonement of
Christ. Starting from an erroneous notion of Christ's birth,
men went on to a false notion of his life and finally of his
death. Your Bible is only intended to bo the wvehicle of
spiritual truth, not of scientific truth, which in former times
was in a very crude condition.  The Gospel which bears the
name of John convoys the nearest approach to truth of any
books in your sacred records, and gives a much more esoteric
view of Christ’s teaching than that of Luke.”

In reference to Dr. Wyld's letter ho said :—

“ Man, being a trinity, is governed by one or more of the
principles within him, physical, intellectual, and divine. Some
men are ruled by the body alone, some by body and spirit."

Here Franklin took up the control and said:—

““Some endeavour to associate themselves with the divine
principle, whom you call saints and illuminati. We have no
quarrel with the statement that this principle is host evoked by
meditation and prayer ; it is so in some cases, but by no means
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in all.  With some, the full energies of the human sou] (h
volopod by a porfoct exercise ofall the faculties which holo/
inm <n your plane.  Active and energetic work, not niedjf5™
and prayer, is best for most amongst you.”

Imperator Ilion controlled, saying :—

““Tho ordinary ideas of revelation and inspiration are
plotcly erroneous. You can judge of inspiration by wh.J"

taking placo in your world. Mon are fceliu, *
spiritual craving, divinely implanted, for what is iil-w '
vitalising, in place of what is corrupt and dead. They

themselves to work to find out something which may w.jp
their yearnings, and each forms a conception of one or nnot],
point of truth. Thero arc diversities of gifts, but the
spirit. No one view of truth is complete in itself, but
shows tho energy of spirit operating on the world of
By-and-bye, there comes a man in advance of his ago wli<,4,
gather up these various ideas and weld them together
coherent form. Some men arc recipients only, some r<xil,
and can also communicate to others. Many gather up
fragments of truth, but it may be long before the seed
springs up and bears its fruit. The process in the indivi<jx]
is analogous ; truth is implanted rather than evolved, buti],
yearning for it must pre-exist. In answer to the prayerfully
comes the message of truth, but unless the seed is watered ai-i
fructified it will not bear fruit.

“In the case of the Christ the general conception is, tat
by the fiat of the Almighty there was born in a district ¢
your world one who was an embodiment of the Almighty

Himself, for the salvation of your race, Wwhich soln-
tion was consummated by the summary execution d
the wvehicle of the Almighty : a crude idea iiilevl.
Nevertheless, the conception of tho vicarious atonement

is based on an essential truth, for what has been tcrmi
the Christian principle is the true salvation of every ong, a-i
in proportion as a man evokes his spiritual nature, he is guide!
and elevated by influences from without. In the Man Chris,
Jesus the spiritual principle was most fully evoked, and fitly tn,
he called ‘ the Son of God ' in the language of Eastern hyper-
bole. The Son of God he was, in the sense of being the inw
god-like of any who have walked this earth. If he could only
see (as he does) the false system which has been perpetuate!
in his name, and the perversions of truth that are put fort!,
amongst you, he would mourn more than in the days of his life
on earth when he mourned over the apostate city of .Jerusalem.

In answer to a question, Imperator said ;. “ We believe that
spirits in the spheres of contemplation are not cognisant of
what occurs in the lower spheres, and we are informed that thr
Christ passed very quickly into those spheres owing to the
purity of his life on earth.” Imperator concluded by offerin.
a solemn prayer for our protection from the power of the
adversaries during the season of trouble and distress in which
our lot was cast.

February 9th.—Same circle and conditions. Scentabundant.
Grocyn manifested ; Mentor controlled for a short time, anti
then Imperator followed, saying :—

“ We wish to speak again in reference to the ordinary
view of the works of the Christ amongst you. He never
claimed any such position as his followers have assigned tv
him, and none of his actual words have come down to your
times. Born in almost tho lowest state of Judaean society, he Ind
little power of reaching the mass of educated opinion. He
put aside tho Pharisees and rulers with something more thru
contempt, and told them that the lowest dregs of the popula-
tion should enter heaven before them, the leaders of popular
opinion. Throughout his whole life he was in direct antago-
nism to the prevailing spirit of the age, and he met the fate
that all such must meet with ; he was first maligned, then
falsely accused, falsely condemned, and finally executed, You
speak of Jesus Christ, but the apostle of the highest teach-
ing that the world could receive only called himself Jesus
of Nazareth. When his followers first met to make
the gospels which profess to describe his life, they
did not apply to him any’ such name. Jesus was born under the
host conditions and on him was poured forth a special influxd
tho divine spirit. He was the mediator between God and man
in the truest sense, for he was able to make manifest <kxI>
truth to the age in which he lived, and through it to succeeding
ages—i work which few hive been able to perform. In the
records of China and India you find most of the legends which
were worked up in the Hebrew mythology. When Chrisna was
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X>m tho Angel of the Lord told his father to reBpect the off-
ering of his wifonnd to present it to tho world as especially blest.
The whole of tho mythical life of tho Christ may bo found in
those records, for his followers, who in a later ago compiled the
(impels, had studied them, and did not allow tho life of tim
Christ to fall short of that of Confucius or the Buddha. Those
legends you can put aside, but the beneficent life of Jesus and
the Gospel that ho preached you must not put aside. The
principles which underlay his touching were *tho Fatherhood of
tied," involving His worship ; * tho Brotherhood of Man," involv-
ing tho relations betwoen man and man, tho bonds which go to
make upsociety, tho law of worship and tho law of self-sacrifice
tiimoly, doing to others as you would they should do unto you.
fhe Christian believer is taught that to exercise tho reasoning
faculties of his mind on those things which most intiinatoly con-

the salvation or perdition of his soul, is sin. As in tho
rase of the Buddha, tho idea of Christ's divinity did notarise
mjatil many years after his death. Tho prophot was exalted at
the expense of tho message which he delivered. Happy are
they to whom tho word of the Supreme can bo spoken without
Jesigning a deifie position to tho channel through which the
sord is given.”

SIR RICHARD AND LADY BURTON.

The "Review of Reviews ” gives extracts from tim. ““Life
4 Sir Richard Burton,” by his wife. Some of these are
4 unusual interest to the Spiritualist. Here, is one. A
~ipsvof the name of Hagar Burton is prophesying as to
Jf marriage of Lady Burton, then Isabel Arundell;—

You will cross the sea, and be in the same town with your
i-ssiny, and know it not. Every obstacle will rise up against
y.U, au'l such a combination of circumstances, that it will
Wijiire all your courage and energy and intelligence to meet
them.  Your life will bo like one always swimming against
bi; wives, but God will always be with you, so you will always

You will fix your eye on your polar star, and you will
+) for that without looking either right or left. You. mill bear
tv iriuc of ou> tribe, ar.d be rightproud of it.  You will ne as

are, but far greater than we. Your life is all wandering,
urge, and adventure. One soul in two bodies, in life or
death: never long apart. Show this to the man you take for
yvjrhusbtnd. —I1v:aa. Bekton.

Every word of this came true.
-double ” story :—

The following is a

We had been engaged for some months. One day in October
w hid pissed several hours together, and he appointed to
ome next day at four o'clock in the afternoon. | went to bed
inite happy, but I could not sleep at all. At two a.in. the
h>ropened, and lie came into my room. A current of warm
lircame towards my bed. He said, ““ Good-bye, my poor child.
Mytime is up and | have gone, but do not grieve. 1| shall be
Udi inless than throe years, and | am your destiny. Good-bye.”

Then there is a curious account of doings at Damascus,
iliich we give in the words of the “ Review of Reviews”;—

It was when he was at Damascus that he began to study the
phenomena of Spiritualism. He hoped much from it, and
wriiei it well, but he could make nothing of it as a religion ;
r.nsrer seemed to bring him any nearer, but he believed in it
eiiulhe light of a future frontier of science. He was impressed
villi the fact that Catholicism was the highest order of
Spiritualism, and Lady Burton gives a very extraordinary
weount of a Christian revival that was brought about in
Ihrmwiis apparently by means of something very’ closely resem-
bling the ordinary seance. A. certain sect of Mohammedans
tilled Shazlis used to assemble at nights together in the house
done ofthem for Moslem prayer, reading and discussion, when
“bey became conscious of a presence amongst them which was
W theirown. Thoy used to hear and see things they’ did not
oidcritand. ~ This went on for two or three months before they
tifoeioan understanding. Burton heard of this through a
Ci'liolicpriest, and it interested him enormously. He thought
b»w his way in itto the higher kind of religion. Disguising
**Shuli he used to spend much time at their meetings, and

his priest friend was the guide pointed out to them by
'm7spiritual presence, Burton stuck to him, and together they
’miiel this »trunge revival, with the belief that there was a
“‘ppmunt something like a new advent. Unfortunately
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the priest died, and tho Turks transported twolvc of the most
remarkable of tho Shazlis ; Burton, full of indignation, took
up their cause with ardour. Ho told Lord Granville that there
wore at least twonty-fivo thousand Christians secretly longing
for baptism, and suggested a method by which they might bo
protected.  Those Shazlis aro spiritualised mystics, or Sufis.

At tho meetings whore tho manifestations occurred they had
boon praying ami seeking for enlightenment before the throne
of graco for two years. At length thoy were assured by a
vision that the religion which thoy sought was none other than
tho religion of Christ.  On one occasion forty of them, after
an all night of prayer, fell asleep, and according to Burton, our
Lord was pleased to appear to all of them separately. They awoke
simultaneously, and all declared that they had seen the same
vision. They were so delighted they could hardly refrain from
running about tho street, to proclaim that Christ was God ; but
they were told that if they did they would all be killed.  On
another night they prayed that God would give them a
guide, whereupon the priest—Burton’s friend—was shown
to them in a vision standing with a lighted taper in a
Christian church. He was dressed in a coarse brown serge
garment, and had a long white beard. He said to them, ““Those
who want the Truth follow me.” For three months they
searched and prayed for him. At last one of them found by
chance, in the Superior of the Franciscan Order, the personage
who had appeared to him in a dream. He gave them instruc-
tions and tho number of converts rose to 250. Then the Turks
fell upon them and banished them.

The following passage is from a letter written by the Fran-
ciscan father, and it embodies tho result of his cross-examination
of each of the converts separately.

He found them unanimous in declaring that on the first
night when they witnessed an apparition they had prayed for
many hours, and that slumber had overcome them, when the
Saviour, Jesus Christ, appeared to them one by one. Being
dazzled by tho light, they were very much afraid ; but one of

them, taking courage, said, ““Who art Thou, Lord?” He
answered, “ Speak.” They asked, ““Who art Thou, Lord?”
The apparition replied, “ I am the Truth, whom thou seekest.

I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” Awakening, agitated and
frightened, they looked one at the other, and one took courage
and spoke, the rest responding simply, “ 1 also saw Him.”
Christ had once more so consoled, comforted, and exhorted
them to follow His path, and they were filled with such ineffable
joy, love, faith, and gratitude, that, but for His admonishing
them (as He used to admonish the disciples), they could hardly
restrain themselves from rushing into the streets and from
openly preaching the Gospel to the Infidel City. On another
occasion, the Blessed Virgin stood before them with the Child
Jesus in her arms, and pointing to Him, said, three times in a
clear distinct voice, ““My Son, Jesus Christ, whom you see, is
the Truth.”

INHERENT GREATNESS.

Though the memories of the rocks and mountains and ocean
beds seem to belittle and abbreviate man, yet it is nothing so ;
for, till he came, the universe, so far as we can explore and
know it, had neither eyes, nor ears, nor tongue, nor any dim-
mest consciousness of its own being. This antiquity has been
the gift of modern science ; and the brain of man has been the
hour-glass that gave to these regardless sands of Time, running
to waste through the dreaming fingers of idle oblivion, the
measure and standard of their own durati<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>