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The Present Situation.

THE PRESENT CONDITION OF 
SPIRITUALISM.

Dr. T. Wilkins in the Progressive 
Thinker makes some very timely re 
marks upon the above topic which we 
reproduce here as fitting accompani 
ment to our illustration.

There is no use dodging or evading 
the situation; it confronts the spiritua 
lists of the world and the question is 
what are we going to do about it? 
Personally we are going to do our level 
best to educate the people concerning

deceptive phenomena until it shall be 
come general information and no one 
need be deceived by such shallow 
tricks, and then the fraudulent med 
ium will have to resort to some other 
means of obtaining a livelihood. Com 
mercial mediumship is at the bottom 
of the whole swindling business, and 
the sooner it is done away with the 
better for Spiritualism.

But here is what Dr. Wilkins says:
“ For many years there has been set 

tling around and about the base of our 
cause a great variety of fraud. Per 
sons without knowledge of the real

truth and its sublime relations to the 
future of man; persons with no interest 
at stake save to operate along the line 
of the mysterious for money-getting; 
persons without conscience and with 
out honor, have so enwrapt the phen 
omena in fraud, in imitation, that we, 
today, hardly know where to find the 
genuine in physical manifestation, and 
know not where to find it in all the 
superabundance of so-called phen- 
omenea now presented.

With their perfect system, their cen 
tral and local secret organizations, their 
schools of practice in legerdemain

along the exact line of imitation, their 
methods of getting pointers and record 
ing them and passing them around, 
they have either driven genuine med 
iums from our ranks into other avoca 
tions or into their own, where, with a 
few instructions and a little practice, 
they find it possible to produce better 
and more clinching tests th in  through 
genuine mediumship.

For instance, it is easy, when you 
have names, dates and locations to 
memorize, with a few moments prepar 
ation, to go on the rostrum or in the 
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oeveiup, and their money In obtain, upon the specious promises of some “de 
veloping medium.”

Hooks have been written to meet this demand, with full instructions for 
me lormation of “circles, ’’ and how to obtain some one or more of the different 
pusses; as any person who is sufficiently patient and persevering can do, provided 
he sits long enough. Sometimes this desire for mediuiuship becomes almost a 
mania as in the case of Miss |enny Leys, a brilliant and talented young woman 
and public speaker, who came Irom the eastern States and took a cottage in Los 
Angeles, where, in company with a single female attendant and companion she 
remained in retirement sixteen years sitting for materialization. She had been 
promised that if she would do this, Jesus Christ would materialize and stand by 
her side upon the lecture platform and deliver the address in person. Site 
believed it would cettamly come to pass, and thus wasted the golden years of a 
glorious womanhood, until her ha'r became white as snow, and she was forced 
to quit the abode in which she had been a willing prisoner, in solitary confine 
ment, so far its the outside world was concerned, No human foot was permitted 
to cross her threshold during alI that time lor fear of “disturbing the conditions.” 
The few friends who sought her out could sit upon the vine covered veranda and 
converse with the spiritual captive; but they dared not enter the sacred precinct of 
the home, and only at rare intervals was a favored friend allowed even that 
privilege.

Tliete w'ere many facts in connection with this business of which I was at 
that time quite ignorant or my enthusiasm " ight have assumed a milder form. 
It was a subject of perplexity to me because all my friends did not accept the 
evidences presented as “proof palpible” of spiritualism; but here again the 
“guides” came to my rescue by assuring me that such people were nut suffici 
ently progressed to grasp spiritual truths, in fact, were .spiritually blind.

It was rumoted that the medium was in the habit of getting intoxicated 
and was addicted to other vices; but I could not believe anything against such a 
“perfect instrument ol the angels.”

A GREAT SURPRISE.
One day on my way home from my < dice I met Mr. Search in an intoxi 

cated condition at which I was greatly surprised and di-tressed, I told my wife 
what I had witnessed and she said it w is either his “ Indian control” or an un 
developed influence; and I should have brought him home with me and taken 
care ol him until the control departed and lie had gained his normal stale.

This was astonishing informa ion concerning the dangers and irresponsi 
bilities of niediumship. Toe idea of my mother having to communicate with me 
through such an iu-trurneut seemed very repugnant; hut such was the philosophy 
of my new religion as taught by those around me. II a good spirit could control 
a mt'diutu why not an evil one as well? It seemed plausible enough from that 
standpoint ol reasoning. Still, it could hardly be considered an enviable position 
at all times, though its compensations and pleasures were many.

At seances the spirits were noticably partial to good looking voting women; 
the deceased hush utds of charming widows frequently controlled the medium 
and dein >n bated their continued affection by warm kissei, fond embraces and 
the same old endearing names till of which were accepted and reciprocated by 
the bereft ones in ill ; in ist touching and pathetic manner. Old men received 
messages from the long departed sweethearts of their youthful days, and fre 
quently such spirits materialized and spoke words of endearment and tenderly 
caressed the now aged lover, which brought a new light into the dim eye and 
fanned to light the still smouldering spark of an almost forgotten love among the 
dead ashes upon the altar of the “ long ago.” Sometimes spirit brides material- 
iz .-<1 for these old veterans and informed them that the dear old wife who had 
been the loving earthly companion for a quarter or half century was not the true 
spiritual affinity, and would be supplanted “over there” by the beautiful spirit 
bride, or true soul m ite. S mielimrs the more accomodating ones suggested the 
selection of temporary affinities from am rug the number of females who were 
similarly situated.

Mediums are not considered respouible for their acts, or, at least they 
are allowed great latitude and freedom. They are considered as open doorways 
through whose organisms come thronging eager multitudes of spirits to com 
municate with earthly friends. Some are good, others bad; dying does not 
change their natures and the old appetites and passions cling to them as a gar 
ment in spirit life an I c in only he overcome and outgrown by coming in contact 
with a physical organism. There are mediums who believe they are doing a 
mighty missionary work liberating earth bound spirits in this manner.

M chumship, like charity, covers a multitude of sins; and the greater the

sinner the surer the I'-st ol his iriespoil .ihiliiy, or “unbalanc ed condition’' owing 
to coiista.it spirit control. All 111i . limy v 'lc i incredible and impossible of belief 
to an intelligent mind upon its first presentation; but it is accepted and taught by 
spiritualists generally, and forms the strongest safeguard and protection iiic-di- 
uni ship can pres- in against ihe abac k . of critics and opponents.

Much that is beautitu! and seemingly lit harmony with reason, moral and 
social ethic s is presented along with its absurdities and vagaries so that which 
would repel the student at first is gradually overlooked. It was very difficult for 
me to ignore the teachings of my childhood, and think that the blameless l»f«: of 
my respected and honored father was not, after all, an example worthy of emu 
lation, and ace ept without grave misgivings the entire; doctrine a , practic. <J and 
advocated by phenomenal mediums,

“ Vice; is a monster of such hideous mien,
That to he In.led, needs hut to be see n;

Hut seen too oft, familiar grown its face,
We first endure—then pity then embrace.”

Slowly but surely was the net of deceit and treachery woven around me 
and my home, and most bitter and humiliating was the awakening. J was earnest 
and enthusiastic and spent money freely in the cause. W en sceptics said that 
the medium was a fraud and trickster I demanded that they explain the trick — 
show how it was done. It is always absurd to cry fraud without being able to 
prove it. To know the secrects of masonry one must join the order; and the 
same is true of physical mediumship.

ADVICE ON BUSINESS.
Believing as I did in the genuineness of the communications it is easy to 

comprehend how blindly I followed the advice given by my supposed spirit friends. 
At their direction I embarked in enterprises having in view the employment of 
men and women who were out of work and in destitute circumstances. I built a 
large fruite cannery, and in my zed to obey the spirits and be a benefactor to the 
poor I soon lost everything invested through the carelessness and incompetence 
ol those employed and trusted, and a lack of knowledge of the business on my 
own part.

I also invested largely in real estate, and built houses to rent expecting 
handsome profits as the spirits had promised, ft was not long before I realized 
there was a mistake somewhere My houses were tenantless, my city lots unsold 
and greatly depreciated in value; my canning faefory a dead loss and my business 
in a crippled condition generally. About this time Mr. Search came to me ask 
ing for a loan. I had been accustomed to advancing him money in various sums 
whenever lie wanted it; but on this occasion I hesitated and told bint we would 
have a sitting first and see what the spirits would say on the slates. He replied 
that if I would give him fifty dollars be would show me how to get my own slate 
writing. I did not understand what he meant, but told him that if he could de 
velop me I would gladly give him that amount and much more. He agreed to 
meet me at four o'clock that afternoon and give me the first lesson. I was hear 
ing a case of assn It and battery that day but am afraid I did not pay much at 
tention to the testimony; I was restless and uneasy and finally dismissed the de 
fendant and adjourned court.

THE FIRST REVELATION.
At the appointed time Mr. Search was promptly on hand. His first state 

ment startled me, “The whole business is a “fake,” he said. I told him to go 
on and not talk foolishly. He asked for some slates and I happened to have 
some in my office, taken there to show my friends. I le laughed when they were 
produced, and said that the messages they contained had been written by him 
self.

Before proceeding to explain he exacted of me a promise of secresy, say 
ing it would do me no good to “give him away”—that spiritualists would not 
believe it, and other people would onlv laugh at me for having been so easily 
looled. It was not necessary to be told this, as I had already decided to say 
nothing to any one until I had received greater proof than one man could furnish 
that a faith having so many adherents, and presenting, for its foundation, such 
an array of wonderful phenomena, was like a house founded upon the sand 
which would fall before the first gale of crucial, scientific investigation, or crumble 
into ashes under the scorching rays of the searchlight of truth.

Well, it is needless to say that the writting was produced on the slates and 
the medium explained how it was done. He showed me many processes by 
which slate writing was done, and the methods employed by the most prominent
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A r e  S p i r i t u a l i s t  A f r a i d  of 
t h e  T r u t h ?

I>olore issuing the first number of 
The Liberator we were laboring under 
the delusion that the great body of 
spiritualists were honestly seeking the ; 
truth from every available quarter and . 
source. We knew that the majority 
of them had been deceived and vic 
timized by pretending mediums and 
were accepting and believing as true, i 
many false and erroneous things. But 
our faith in the good in humanity was 
greater than our knowledge of evil, \ 
and we confidently believed and ex 
pected that the greater number by far : 
preferred the truth, instead of a lie, 
knowledge instead of ignorance, hon-j 
esty instead of dishonesty. But w e: 
were mistaken. That is, if the State 
Spiritualists Association represents the ■ 
honest sentiments of the great number j 
ot Spiritualists throughout the State. 
We can scarcely believe that it does so 
represent them. We believe that the ' 
officers and delegates chosen by the 
people at large were so selected because 
they possessed the confidence of the 
people who gave them their votes and 
who believed they would honestly rep 
resent them in executive session and de 
claration ot principals. Did they do it? 
Having been in touch with the general 
sentiments of Spiritualists for many 
years in our public work we feel quali 
fied to answer emphatacally no. On 
the contrary it is our honest opinion 
that the Spiritualists of this State were 
sold out by their icpresentatives, in the 
State Convention, to the fraud element 
in this city which at the piesent time 
has got the upper hand and have 
muzzled the Spiritualist press and cap 
tured the works. When The JJbera- 
tor wras being circulated among the 
deleg ites, during the Convention, by 
Mrs. May Drynan, president of the 
l'eoples Spiritualist Society, a member 
of the State B mrd of D.rectors forbade 
her disposing of any more copies of 
the paper in the hall under penalty of 
arrest if she persisted. But the people 
got them all the same and the result 
was that it set them thinking. Why 
should any officer ol the State Associa-

lion or any other Society object to : 
The Libera tort

Because it contained more truth to 
the square inch than any spiritualist i 
had ever before had served up in like' 
manner. It unmasked some of those 
who stood in high places and consid 
ered their assurance and egotism suffi-! 
cient guarantee against criticism or ex 
posure. It dragged the idols from 
their pedestals, and unvailed the secrets 
of the cabinet, seance, and even plat 
form which is disgraced by pretense j 
and humbug. The exposure was not 
the statement of one man or one j 
woman; it was the unrefutable te*ti- ■ 
mony of men arid women who have 
nevet engaged in mediumship as a ! 
business, and also of those who are j 
now thus engaged and are honest in it, 1 
and of one who had drank to the 
depths lifes’ bitterness through having 
been deceived, and almost destroyed 
through the wickedness of pretended 
mediumship, but who has renounced 
the work, and the follies and vices con 
sequent upon its practice. His state 
ment was the plain, unvarnished tale of 
one who has suffered, and struggled 
out of darkness into light, out of bond 
age into liberty, out of weakness into 
strength to live and do the right, and 
help others to come out and do the 
same. Yet all this evidence counted 
as naught against the lying tongues of 
those who were arrayed against the 
truth, against honest investigation, 
against genuine mediumship, and 
against those who dared to expose the 
fraud and denounce its upholders- 
The representatives of the people 
ignored the charges brought against 
the frauds, condoned their work, en 
deavored to suppress the Liberator, 
and placed themselves on record as 
standing in with, and endorsing pre 
tenders and impostors by placing them 
upon the platform as honest, worthy 
mediums, to deceive and mislead the 
people. There were some honest 
people among the officers and delegates 
who would have been glad to have the 
matter investigated; but fear of critic 
ism, and the slanderous attack such 
action would piovoke, caused them to 
remain silent. And so the farce went 
on, and they tried to appear satisfied 
and happy, while all the time the angel 
of conscience was whispering—Seek to 
know the truth, investigate, search for 
it; enquire into and prove all things, 
and then stand by the right at all haz- 
zards, even unto death.

BishopS. Garrison, teacher of slate 
wriiing, materialization, etherialization, 
spirit picture making, reading sealed 
letters and ballots, cabinet, dark, and 
musical seance phenomena as practiced 
by prominent mediums everywhere. 
Instructions by mail, and in private 
classes. For terms address,

Bisnop S. Garrison 
584 Rage St., San Francisco.

BROTHER LUNT W E A R S  IT

The Medium of Los Angeles has come ■ 
out with the "muzzle" on and placed 
itself on record as among the number of 
self-righteous spiritualists who have no 
other answer to make to the chargespre- ; 
ferred against frauds and pretenders than ' 
to throw mud at those who are honestly j 
and conscientiously trying to rid spiritual- j 
ism of the counterleiters who are passing 
their spurious coin lor its pure gold. 
There is hut one question forspiritu ilists 
to decide—do they want honesty in med 
ium-hip or dishonesty? Do they want; 
the truth or do they want Iraud?

If any statements made in the Lilt 
e k a t o k  are untrue, if any person lias j 
he-.11 misrepresented, why do tney not 
disprove the charges in some more hon 
orable way than by imputing our motives \ 
to "revenge or “getting even” on some 
imaginary foe; or why do they use the 
coward’s only weapon—slander, instead 
of meeting the charges a.-, they should. 
Tile truth wid not suffer by ha.ing false 
hood exposed ; and if spiritualists cannot 
bear the truth they had better cease ask- \ 
ing for it, as it will certainly be told and j 
their idols be unmasked.

Bro. Lunt indulges in a great deal of | 
cant about the ‘‘persecution ot honest I 
mediums’1 and the importance of having 
it stopped, etc. We do not know of any 
one who is trying to "persecute” honest 
mediums, although some people may 
think that has been the policy of the 
Medium for some time past. Stid, we 
always thought its editor meant all right, 
although he blundered along like one 
in the dark, as he evidently was, and still 
is as to the fake question He says;

"Our philosophy teaches that "restitu 
tion" must be made in a.l cases for wrongs 
done to others before reformation is 
complete and confidence restored. Has 
Garrison returned to his dupes any ol the 
cash he robbed them ot during his faking 
career? ”

There you have it in plain English; has 
the money been returned ? No higher 
estimate is placed upon a man’s good re 
solves and earnest desire to do right than 
the question of dollars and cents. No 
other “restitution” is consideted equiv 
alent to the demands of justice from the 
standpoint of the editor of the Medium 
No matter if the wrongdoer repents in 
sackcloths and ashes, acknowledges his 
mistakes to the world, reveals all his 
weaknesses, and covers up his better 
qualities of mi.id and heart, in a coiisci- 
entious endeavor to tell the whole truth 
regarding the wrong done, that none may 
be deceived or imposed upon m like 
manner by others still in the business who 
have not moral stamina enough to come 
out and tlo likewise. Is there no "resti 
tution ” in this ?

No wonder others do not turn from 
their evil wavs. There is no encourage 
ment, no inducement, no incentive to do 

1 the right, when all the bloodhounds of 
j hell are let loose upon the "turncoat,” as 
: he is called by his old associates. On 
the contrary, they continue their dam 
nable work, and are endorsed by the 

I spiritual press, societies, and conventions, 
j They are highly respectable and make 
! money enough out of their dupes in and 
! out of the ranks of spiritualists to buy 
! their way to the highe-t places of trust 
and honor that State and National Asso 
ciations can confer. There is no money 

I in telling the truth, never has been. It is

uphill work all the time and all the wav. 
If “Garrison andCoonley” had continued 
in the "fake" business, fliey would have 
had plenty of friends and money. Tney 
were not "driven out” ol the work. 
They had a large patronage, and the good 
will and friendship of the rest of the 
crowd and had never been injured in any 
perceptible degree by exposures. They 
gave it up voluntarily, and told the truth 
for the purpose of opening the eyes of 
those who honestly believe and are being 
victimized through their blind credulity. 
It requires considearble courage and a 
strong conviction of right for any one to 
take the position those men have taken, 
and maintain it in the face of all die 
abuse and scorn that honest (?) spiritual 
ists have heaped upon them.

If the Nazarene were on earth to-day 
and should say as he did of old: "J.i t
him lotto i* without ifin mnoiii) you 
o.ad the Jirtst xlom:'’—how many spirit 
ualists’ think you, would be "firing rocks" 
(as the boys say) at Ga risuii and 
Coonley? Nor Many.

“ E xposin g ” S p ir itu a lism .
Some mistaken souls are crying out 

that Mr. Garrison and Mrs. Schlesin- 
ger are “exposing Spiritualism." 
Nothing could be farther from the 
truih. Spiritualism cannot be “expos 
ed by any one. There is nothing 
concealed about it consequently 
nothing to expose or uncover.

| Spiritualism per se is simply a belief 
] in a future life, and the possibility of 
I commuicaiion with the so-called dead.
! It is as old as humanity, and forms 
the basis of every religion under the 
sun. All orthodox churches teach 
the “Communion of Saints," and 
among the Catholics it is not uncom 
mon to find those who claim tty have 
held converse with heavenly visitants. 
The exposure of fraud as ptacticed in 
the name o f spiritualism does not effect 
spiritualism proper. A truth cannot 

i be exposed. A lie can be shown to be 
a lie, and fraud can be exposed as 

I fraud. Spiritualism, as a revelation of 
; a future state of existence as given to 
| the world by illuminated minds all 
! down the ages is grand and bcautilul;
| and among its later day exponents are 
some devinelw gifted men and women; 
but like every other great movement 
tor the upliltment and liberation ot the 
race there are those who would block 
the wheels of progress and check its 
career of usetulness by covering it over 
with the slime ot fraud, pretense, and 
hypocrisy until it becomes obnoxious 
to the sight, and a stencil in the nos 
trils ot tne honest people. Those who 
undertake to remove the blocks from 

i the wheels, unloose the chains, and 
i tree it from the load of fraud, are giv- 
1 ing their lives to a most thankless task 
I at the present time, and making ol 
j themselves targets for the arrows of 
hatted hurled at them by the enemies 
ot true spiritualism masquerading un 
der its name, and enjoying its protec 
tion.
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T ff i  PRESENT CONDITION OF 
SPIRITUALISM.

seance room nnd produce apparently 
unaemkible evidence of spirit return. 
Cond tions are not needed. You have 
your “piece"; just memorize and de 
liver it. When you go into another 
town (always on your list re; eat t e 
method and win the esteem of >: iritu- 
alists, the curiosity of investigators and 
the encomium of the press, and your 
way is made: your fortune is assured.

Where are we at? Let us be frank 
and confess that we know, but do not 
know exactly how to extricate our 
selves.

We can go on talking aiaout the 
beauti.ut land, the beatitude of spiritual 
endowments, the ••sweet by and bye' 
iroru our rostrum: we can organize and 
adopt a!, tr.e articles of rut", •Teso- 
. . . . . .  s of knowledge and our good in 
terns" our “declara.ions of principles," 
etc., that our “many men ot many 
minds" can project: we can sing or 
‘\h e  beautifu: go.Jen sometime" and 
hold a “Jubi.ee every month, but un 
less we can uncover an d present to the 
world a genuine phenomonon sotne- 
w lie re, one that we as a body cjn  swear 
by. something we car. recommend 
without glancing around and pausing 
to thm< where to find it. we have 
nothing su.jerior to that recorded :n 
the Bible, and that h..s been presented 
for several hundred years.

He mu.-.: have tangible proof in sup 
port of Spiritualism. We had it in the 
rap-, fitly years ago : we have ti e raps 
Still: we had the mental in A. -J. 
Davis, even be;ore the raps, and we 
have that phase yet; but for heaven's 
Sake, ii that is as far as we have =or.c 
with the genuine, let us have it. I' .erc 
is nothing in this imitation business 
that will not fall to the ground at the 
first expose, and leave loose thus con 
vinced cither floundering in the deep 
sea of a cold and dark grave, or float 
ing back, into the arms of a .r _ vior from 
whence they came, with a justifiable 
curse upon Spiritualism for having so 
deluded them.

Where are we at? We teach the 
world, or try to, that we have proof 
positive of a future life and the power 
to return under certain conditions, 
w ith the good news of great joy beyond 
the grave; and in our zeal, wc adow 
our eyes to be blinded to the fact that, 
were all the imitators to turn state's 
evidence, within 10 days our “beautifu. 
truth would lie completely upset in tr.e 
eyes of the investigating, inquiring 
world and we would surelv l>e at a loss 
to know “where we were at. I tie fact

is, were it possible to eliminate the 
fraud from our ranks today and should 
each one not genuine, who has prai 
ticed under the name of “medium, 
give to the world the truth of their 
fraudulent work, we would just about 
be a total wreck as a Spiritualism 
before the world.

A medium may stand upon the plat 
form and deliver name after name to 
audiences day after da , that are “reg 
ular clinchers, and the moment they 
are known to be from memory instead 
of from the “ loved ones over there,'' 
they are lost so far as effect for the 
cause- of Spiritualism is concerned.

We represent to the world, to-day, 
that there is such a phenomenon as 
full-form materialization. M here is it 
produced under un juestionable test 
conditions?

We claim independent voices: where 
are they heard ?

We are presenting a variety of Punch 
and Judy, curtain and house-corner 
performances that seem very crucr- 
tjinir.j to the curious, which, if genuine 
are not at a!' convincing, because any 
one with a little practice under instruc 
tions can do the same—the longer the 
arm and the more check and nerve, 
che more mysterious the performance— 
but in a sleight-of-hand show they 
would be too slow to draw. Where 
are the genuine in this phase?

If we have the genuine in any or all 
these phases, let us 1-ave it and place 
*t upon the rostrum, in the sear.ce, in 
the home, anywhere, to get it before 
the world. Ii it must have certain 
conditions, provide them, and :f we 
mr.st have our conditions, always with 
in the bounds of reason, >e: us exact 
them; anyway to get at the truth: te 
need it in our progress and must have 
it or we perish.

I may have faults that look grave 
nnd unpardonable to the eve of my 
acquaintances: you may have faults 
that 3re grevious to the sen=:tive t.stes 
of your most intimate friends, but all 
should be overlooked in our effort to 
rise from the filth and slimeo: fraud in 
the name of our deceased loved ones.

It is impossible to find a perfect 
eum.-.n being. We may find a model 
man or woman in morals according to 
the common acceptation of the term, 
and find outride of this no com men d- 
ab!e characteristics. In the diversified 
iaeas of mankind regarding the con 
stituency of perfection, there is no way 
to arrive at a universal understanding. 
I may be immoral in the mind of or.e 
and moral m the mind of another, but 
there is no difference as to what con 
stitutes fraud r.r.d misrepresentation 
along the line of Spiritual phenomena. 
That which is not genuine is a fraud.

ami Because one or another cannot v:e 
; the mode of deception, makes it none 
t : <: Jess a fra id and r._- - < or. ..
tion-. it can be so proven.

Where are we ? - - and
• I are convinced of the truth of spirit 
return, becomes no criterion for t e 
world to bci:eve it w ithout proof. Our 
beautiful lingo of the proo: that we 
leave . ad wei/- s -.ightly with a world c: 
independent thinkers w ho sa>: '"/.ve
us some proof, your 
beautiful.”

Ti e world has become -o worldly 
a- to demand proof. For many years 
the Bible wa-ail the pi oof nee ted, v j; 
Spiritualism took it away and fwopoaed 
to substitute something more reliable, 
more tangib.e. “ i he Bioie contradicts 
itself,” we said. “There is deception 
there, somewhere." But what better 
i-ave we until we eliminate the fraud 
from our cause?

Meu may say: “Let bur opponents
discover our fraud;” but hat 
trouble. The world is discovering :' e 
fraud under our cloak. It is no part 
of the genuine, but whe 
genuine? That is what the 
justice demands of us."

At tfc* re e:it State Oxi -*-7 'tor. or ny.f- 
t'ttiah-ts m t.h.b city one of toe Aw /  
Societies •**-. not rr-f/'e ■* %••"».
Becai.s- rr.*-nrioers:-«''p. ?-oroo,- .
Board < /  fairer tors bad ref e d  to ■ or.. 
U> the dictatorship <A the Stale Awocu- 
tion. Why ? IT rr •»■««» its dwMadi were 
ai-o.'rary. b.-
s e t  a s . d o - ’ h e  g o o d j r r . e r . r  a n d  < • # ,
. ■ -e o.-' •• • . ,o r -
t.or.ed : e a r ,  ' s o  • o f r e r , t o c  
t a t e a t to  the fitness of people ^  .
' pl-*:'or . as spe^, -r t 'yo -k

and nboriiled a Hst of 
perscsis r ip l ik  to be thsks '  M ty 

.; . • ■. . .- •. .
or endorsed by tf>r Sup, '**». .a-- 
rA'e have the letter* 
subject tailore us and w

A,
' e z ,  

t.'.e

readers. -r.1 r
Mr- H • e lJ. V.'r -

S e c r i  •  .-- r .  t o  t v e  o  . .
Snc ety, Han Fra*c2 £**' S ^_ - .

Dear .Vb 'a n u  4 Cc-V, fifi - -=
last meeting •* the Beard .
the C S. S. A. I - _ * - - . •n h  you and request y o ij3®
~ - - : ■ ‘ ' •, - .
- < • -. . _, . - - 
- - • ' - - : - - ‘

- ' '  ’JTnl'Z'l ii- r *r  ~ Iw
tsai. Hoping lha* yoa 
accordance with the

The above words are as 
condition of Spiritualism :r. Ca 
as it ts in the East or arc other

very soon do so : but it wii
accomplished by persecuting and villi-
f. r.u those who are h o ' = s. y trying to
let i:ght in upon the darkness.

------ --------------
N’o statement made in t'-is pe er 

h: - ever peer. . ti'rc .g  the . 
of revenge :r ; _eui g ever. 
one. They have been published be 
cause they were raits which the eop-le 
ought to know for their piotection ar.d 
safc.y. :.nd wit'-, no other motive under 
tr.e sun. j: wcui d ' eve been far iz:ur. 
ar. d more profit fi.e from a r. •..•;.,-. 
standpoint to have kept sfien.t nr.d
retained the good w-i.l nnd fei.o --5-;-
of that class of peop.e h.nr. .0 have 
antagonized them a d inturred their 
hatred y ex osir.g their >-;r<. d -ere 
never has been any money made bv 
tc iing t ' 5  truth, or. any ur.po; _.a- 
subject. i"re profit comes to those 
who keep silent ar.d h='p cove.- 
wrong. Besides, a lie has wings, and 
can trave. taster than the truth wh■;;h 
gees on foot :'.« • .-  and sameticres a 
beg/in g.
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NOTES
We have a number ofvei v enc

letters from alt i.ver the e^ur.try 
will app-ar In the next Issue.

The better element am. .:tg S.-lrltunlisu 
endorse our work, and _:.e ns \-±'r 
mater! >! and moral supp

ton
"in*

sc-arer the 1 n s :  - t  ' c p / . T  *~u
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a man w o  fee s ca -y
semethmg mean, and is ” to sa "
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tates b k : ’ - die

p ,
cruitire the statements ...\ a-.-;
first issue, why did he »n o t»
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He r t d  it. a-.; f - z.fi
tee ame attack on t e r --
the truth as he knew. in  f r - . . filt,
:: ' • .; o r. nets: r_

fine f
rave

wore w : t t a t  mass t: 
as “takes” among their co. 
as 4 ersetuted m.edi . ' : 'c*rs •- 1
cu e-: tr.u st. rters. bv .1



IS T i l l ' .  l . l l l l ' . k A  I OK

C o o f f  u n t i l  / ’r u in  /util* ' l l t r r e ,
m«-i limn-. Sull | was not -.;i I is lii-t I. I could not 1 »t*l i<-v< • llnil mu Ii ii etui lnl In 
'< siigaloi .in I'toki'ihoi /t il lm i, ill (In- l.clpsii I Iniv* i uiv, 'I" .iiillua nl a wml 
' iilli'il “ T ian u m ii l .  nt.il I'liysioi," which w.i’> tlm n-siilt ni •<« I- niiii* r>i|ii rii"< >»Im 
with llu. .̂| ,-,it medium I In n  V I 'l.lili* could IlilVU I" ■ * I» «* 1111»I» V 111 i .1 .i 1.1 Ii, •! I * * I 
ill i l i v id  Willi ii lew liii I.', although I i mild lllldri slillld lluW .ill 11* *1 i'"*l HI'"1,

* n|*»'i tiuj* lioiit-stv iii Hili'11, might In' linin' ' i l  ii|>"H I'm li"' ni' diurn i*1'111
lull y mi" tlic ili-i.nl•• u| ilu- win k , * 11 il .1 iii 111 j-*. i In* viii ii h i.. i.Ii.i.i n ol p l a n ......
‘ Hi It .i'. I'ltliioci ivml, in: 111* i iali/iug, i 1111 • 11.ih.'."I'hi, it 111111» i | II 11 HIK. m^' 
pendent voices, dm k, mid iiilr.ii.d -.i.iin i' ni.mil' il.ilmil, spliil lights, taps,
ImIIiiI Ii- I ,, leading M .il'-il I.tl.-I .. making "I'ilil I l l ' l l " '" ...... 'I*' I 11 *"" 11 ■ *
i lilrlri, vti-. I'l,ill,mil " M . iiv given by " .lin l.i d "  ilirdiinir., who y..ivi• .1'» li .1 . 
while in  a "ilr .nl liiiiio- anil wholly h i m  o n  a'lnlis, 1 n.mii •. and mi".sages I'l' V- 

mil-dy uhlaiilrd and nirini 'i i/.rd hn III* uri a1.mil, wen ahai explained and bonks 
ol " c \ i  liaiiK'- Ii '.I'," produced in r v i d r m r  'Ilia rnnl mil y ol I In- w Imlr Inis hi'-ss 
Ian ly | i.i i a I > ,-rd I l i a .  I u Iran i  In a i mill ■■.■ami "I h liy) >i >i I i V mid dci ril limn 
a man iilioMI I had tak rn  I" '"  my Innnr a-, a li l i s t e d  li innl and "r.|in llll.il ndviw I 
was a terrible expel iriirr,  and | >.i nil ill insight I III" I mi nan dr|irayiiy.

| lIK i III.Id UI A KAI.MISN I S.
About tins 11me I was |>rt’| >• >ri11y* lor a 111|> I'.asl, haying been i llosen by I hr 

Kni jilts "I I’ytllia . r. a delegate lo the grand ol'llie World al Tom nlo ,
I.hi.id.i, and I dt t n  mini d lo investigate ' |urilu.ili in still fai lhri by visiling 
iiotnl iiirdiuins in rasli-i ii i il ir ; Mi. Sean  h ollcri-d lo give lin- I'd Ir is  ol intro, 
tint lion III III11 would rn.iblr uir lo gain I Im inlin Illation drsil ril. Ills hr t in  s l rail 
its follows t

" I'diriul A , T h i . introduces Mr. tia ii ison. I le is on, and O. K.

Search."
lb  ..ml, "Just ti ll thrill you worked with me and it will hr all light.” Worked 
Willi him, indeed! Why, I lug.in to think he had "wot lied" w ithn ieo i " w i n k 'd ” 
me, and  dial to considerable extent.

T he  In I medium I visited with my letter ol introduction was Mr. Molt, 
th e l .n u o u ,  maleriali/.ing medium of Kansas (dly, Missouri, I told him I was 
learning the business and wanted to see his work. I paid, and he explained. 11 is 
si am a w e r e  coiisidri i-d marvellous demonstrations ol spirit power, and had I 
not been initiated beforehand would have been deceived as readily as were 
o th e r .  I In-dun, unceiiain light, the soli music, tile expel'lam y, hope, almost 
fear, the entile  novelty of the situation, all Irive their influence and impress the 
visitoi with a feeling of solemnity akin to awe and pieparcs the mind to receive 
and believe otherwise incredible things.

U nder si" h conditions tin- exhibition ol a pier r  ol white i lir e .ecloili before 
the blai I: i nr lain* of I fie cabinet takes on the appearance  of the robes of nil angel, 
and the rustle of a starched or silken petticoat sounds like the fluttering of 
angelic wings; and u lien  the medium steps forth clad in a garment daubed in 

spots with luminous paint it seems that the very heavens have been opened and 
a celestial being arrayed in shining raiment has appeared in tin-ir midst. The. 
pos ability ol tie- human brain to r e  eive false impressions is great.

I visited mediums in St. I.otiis, Chicago, Detroit, Toionto. New York, 
Indianapolis, and other places and everywhere found the Id te is  of introduction 
lli<-open sesame lo fiitlu r revelations, I returned home disheartened so lar as 
pllhlii mediums Were eoneerued and decided to lest some of the supposed reliable 
trance mediums of my a, qunintaiK e, and in my own household, livery one 
endorsed Mr. Search as a genuine medium; I then tried some of the It ii ks on 
them and it worked like a charm. Neither tin- mediums nor then guides detected 
the deception. 1 began lo observe what was going oil around me and soon d is  
covered conditions of the gravest nature confronting me. I h it destroyed, and 
like one who had climbed to some lolly pinnai le and suddenly found tin- ladders 
by which he had ascended swept away. ’1 lie moral and social ladder lay in 
ruins; die financial ladder would sustain me no longer; the political huldci wits 
broken, and there seem ed no way lo gel down hut to lull -and I fell,

I cared for nothing, and look to chinking as a panacea lor my troubles 
I was like the man in Arkansas, I did not get drunk hut just kept that way all the 
time. Out of the financial wreck enough was saved to leave my family in coni- 
forlahh- < in mu .Ian, es, and alter proi tiling a legal .eparatiou and settling up iny 
aflaiis as best I could, with what little remained I started for the I’acilic Coast, 
leaving all the Ii minis amt associations ol my life, not knowing oi i ariug whither 
I would drill oi what fortune oi misfortimi might await me.

NkVV l-.XIT.KIl'iNC KS.
Win a I lost h'-gan In realize my condition I found mysi-ll in tin- Slate of

Washington, among s ln ing1' - with not a dullal in my pot I I and no pio .pc i
1 Im I night I visited I It" Oi Id I - allows1 lodge, and being a si i . ing 't  was ., ,k, ,| j,,
uial., a |,-w i ,-ni.,, ks I , Inin,, ,  I to glam ,- at a I ic.iii till 11 co i tih I o on Ih, wall, ,,j ;, 
handle ,,| sli, I s, llln .lo,live ol lie stn  nglli I I I a Ulub d body, and H I' lo  d u, t l l y 
own , on. III ion a-, a sli, k which had slipped h om I In I an idle and .v.,s "hi of 
It was giiiu liiimoi, hill n .nil,-,I in timely a asl.ini and an oil- , ol <■ tu|.I«,y |
In,III our  ol lli<- hiollu is 'I bin I gladly ai i epli d and i oimueni < <1 /. oi I ihe |,,|
lowing day ati a i ,i i  p, n le i , I'm about on,- y a i  I laboied m tin . ui.,ni,, | mi,I
would have m oln> ,I the llioiiglil ol making money as a medium 1 * icle,e/,,n d
to <li’iiiii--.'. ,pu it ,i,,11 .111 lion, my mind and only o Ino-il lo ii as did Josh I'.ilhngs
lo llu- snake hole, ' VVIn il I see a hole Willi a ai d >■':> le ad ill il I thlill lie |e,|,
belong-, lo that snake,”

I worked on a , millions ol men an doing, /■ g.odi-d a-, "only a , ominoa 
laborer,” by n a n  w I mm, a I one hue-, I would uni have i on ale, ■ d my ,«|, in I ,, hat 
they Wei e on lop ol I-oi I me 's wle-, l now, and I was lliubs m ath ,  and Ihal in.'al, 
III,- dillen-n, ,-.

MY I ' l l l i l . lC  MKDIUM SIIII '.

Work becoming slack I driflcd lo Astoria, <)i'-gon, wli'-n- 'inplic, menl was 
again secured Tin- ce leh ra lc l  'ncdillin I b ury Allen Iiolding , . .,,,,|
ultra, ling much allcnlion. My “ b o s s ’1 urged me to accompany him o, i|,, 
mcclings lail I declined, not wishing any new <• ip,-i ieiu ,-. in 11,.,I hie | h- 
i ontimied lo pn-.s lie- matter and I , ons,-nl<-d lo go.

I ll,-re were aboiil thirty people pn ,, nl al one dollar a li'-iid. Il was a d.uk 
seance at which musical instruments were played upon, in<l<-1<•->■<I nl 1ilmp 
produced, and otlici manile-.l.iiion •. I le- people w ere delighn-d and n<, ept,-,| a 
all as the tvoi I ol tlieii .pirit Iri,-lid ,. Tla-re was a mall making llmly dollar-, in 
till evening, and all Ihe, time engaged, while I worked all day al haul labor, loi 
hall a month, receiving h I l i a n  that am ount in compen alioii for ihe entire 
lime. No wonder, llial when u lew week', l.ilel my job was luii .la d tla-old 
story ol man's  leinplaliou and bill was repeated in me Ii .aid tb.it " inan ' .
ex tn  miiy is < .oil 's opportunity ; ” lail in ihi , case tl,-- d'-vil .< ■* -m- d to iak>- 
iidvautage nl the situation for I entered  his service and loiind him a good 
payillast,-i so far tin linau, ,-s were , oiiee, lied. I told some ol my a, ipi anlaia , . 

that I was a medium and da y arrai.gi <1 tin me to hold a - earn e at o m , I la- 
art had been Well leanied and il proved an easy malti-i to ph-ase the p c p l  and 
make many convet t . lo Spiritual! an Money llowed into my p<n k■ -I-. and Irom 
them into llie till ol the. saloon-keeper, I'm 1 was obliged lo dual in ord,-i lo 
Mill the voice ol coils, i--in e which c, nisi am ly upbraided me loi la li unholy w,.rk 
T he  fad  Hint there were hundreds ol o th e r ,  men and wo-m n all o.- r tin: 
country from the Atlanta lo tla- I'm ill, doing the r ana- basin,-.-. w a no ,- a a e 
lor me. I have no apology lo olf-i and shall not allcmpi to inals-on, llow 
ever, by way ol atonement whenever I saw good, intelligent people g, ding too 
deeply involved, my own unfurl mini ed experience would come h . - l . a m e  and 
I would enlighten them. In no instance did I pretend the manifestations were 
olli-.-i than they really were llu- pln-Momon.i known as dial ol m od,- in-.piiiin.il- 
i im. Some ol ih,is,: whom I enlightened used tla- inf ,rmutioii a , I had done 
and engaged in the Ini',in,-. . as p i , ilcs-.ioii.il medium,,, and so  - 11av ling ov, i lie 
country to-day and receiving die endorsem ents  ol Sp ir i tu il  so, a t . - ,  and tin- 
spirit nal press. They work under tin- '.am,- an .pici,--, and an- doing more in 
ward.-, convening people lo a la-liel in spiritualism than lie most talented 

-peaki-rn in the ranks.
Among tin- iiiaiihei are tin* "I trockw ay family,” A lbert ' r.unei, Ah-., 

fsadie Johnson, and Alice Waruock, ol I 'orlland, O re g o n ;  le sale, many oilier, 
who served as "  helpers,” or accom plir rs  in my o w n w o ik .  Of die latlei niuir 
her, known as " help,-is ” of mediums was < -urge \V is'imgloii Smith, "I Asloria, 
J T. Metfoma . of I’orlland, I loin,-r A lexander ol Salem, and Unci: " Sinitlt 
ol K.uiicr, and ma iy other.. 111 < tregon.

If,-loi • coming to C ilifornai " s to c k  I,-si-," were liirnisheil m<- by I lallield 
i'ellihone-, a slale writing nieditim who had lived In-re, also I )i . VVood anolla i 
slat,, writer, Mr. ;md Mrs. I)., Noyes, Mi. Novi, anil others. Soon air 1 lay 
tival in S in  I'Yancihco I got into ‘The ting, ”  and not only ass ii ic l  odes 
medium-, Init win nssi.sl', I by them in cm l,-s and exchange  ol ' test l-.v u
those not engaged in llu- worl as physical nicdiimr. cndiirscd oda-r , who w,-r, , 

and could not in a single instance determine the nature  ol the pln-maii'-ns, bat 
ffa e their sanction to tin- rankest hum bug believing il to l„- tin ivmk ol tne 
“  dear angels.”

In laci lla- Htimnchesl supporters of physical iiii-iliimcihip, sin h a s ......
ializuiim an I slab- writing, with th< a i in y  m b - r  h m l.ileni pr«-i -n ,i > . 1 a " '  ll"'
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anil clairvoyant medm h i who often <-l.iim they sec their y.iiiil ■ • mnl oilier 
.si>uaw in tin: i .linnet when tin: ruimiioiipliice invcsligalor would see mulling. 
I.tnny <. incs have these genuine medium!! come up to my t abiucl mul shaken 

with their “ guides " mid described them to the cirele, when not even a 
"confederate " 01 “ duniniy ” had been exhibited. There an- also intelligent, 
cultured men and women, highly 11 inspirational ” as that word is undersiood, 
occupying the public rostrum, who sincerely believe Ihcsc phenomena to lie the 
manifestations ol spirit power1 and the proofs upon which the |ihilosophy ol spirit 
ualism rests, Take away,’ or destroy the proofs and the whole (abiic is reduced 
to speculation, theory and conjecture, l>r, I lean ( lark, well known among 
spiritualists as an able speaker and wiitcr, attended one of my seances and 
endorsed, and explained the manifestations as the production di spirits. Iteing 
eonsideied authority on such subjects his endorsement was important; but as ho 
was a medium it was strange his " inspirers " did not enlighten him.

Mad un Florence Montague a most cultured and relined woman, a speaker 
of great eloquence and power, also a "psychic” or medium who answers ques 
tions, and reads articles from the audience psychometric-ally, attended one of my 
seances in Oakland and also went up to the cabinet and recognized her "guide ” 
as the one who shook hands with her. II she can tell, by taking a glove or hand 
kerchief, belonging to a person that individual’s characteristics, with events past 
and future, why were her inspirations so much at fault that she could not distin 
guish the difference between my hand and that of a materialized spirit?

Or. N. F. Ravlin who is widely known as an exponent of spiritualism was 
formerly a B iptist clergyman and for many years occupied a prominent place 
among the leading divines of Chi ago. 1 met him first at the Spiritual Camp 
meeting in Trestle Glen, Oakland, one year ago. I Ie was a broad-gauge intel 
lectual giant compared with the majoiity of people he was associated with. I felt 
sorry for him, and told him he was deceived and victimized by the mediums. He 
was at first quite indignant and asked il I thought he was a foot, f frankly told 
him he was and I could prove it. A list of “ tests ’’ to be given the next Sunday 
by the most widely known " tran ce” and platform test medium on the Pacific 
Coast was shown him. He did no t believe it possible, but took a copy of the 
names and tests and attended the meeting and heard them given by the celebra 
ted medium, Mrs. J. J. Whitney, who prefaced her work by stating that she was 
“ entranced and wholly unconscious” while giving the tests ; while all the time 
she was giving names and messages procurred bv myself and other confederates 
and memorized by her for the occasion. Dr. Ravlin was astounded, and de 
clared he would expose such hypocrisy upon the platform; that it was an insult • 
to the angel world. I told him to keep cool and not go to war without proper 
ammunition. He went with me to the home of Mr. Frank Thwaits, and together, 
Mr. Ravlin and Mr. Thwaits prepared some “ tests” for the same medium for 
the next Sunday. Some of these were remarkable, and created a sensation 
when given. One of Mr. Thwaits' especially, stating that he was horn in Calcutta, 
India, and that his wife was tit that time in Chicago, III., will be remem- 
qered by many who were present. I also told him of some tests I was going 
to give Mrs. Maud Freitag, and he heard Iter give them from the platform.
I have a letter from Mr. Ravlin recently written to a lady in (his eity in 
wlrch lie refers to the matter

Mr. Ravlin and myself also prepared some more tests for Mrs. W hitney 
which were given from the platform in Scottish Hull, Larkin street, Sail 
Francisco, last September during the Stale Convention of Spiritualists. This 
satisfied Mr. Ravlin, and he remarked that he had “ been barking up the 
wrong tree for twelve years," and was now in grave doubt as to the genuine 
ness of any of the so-called rpimiml phenomena. I also enlightened the 
gentleman as to my own methods and those associated with me in the " Spir 
itual and IVyeli'o In stitu te” in producing slate writing and materialization.
I gave lii'ii n slate writing, telling him beforehand that it was a simple trick 
and yet when the sitting was over lie declared that the slates never left his 
hands for one moment and yet they were filled with writing. I asked him 
if ho was sure the slates did not leave Ins hands, and he said he was positive 
they did not, and that lie was willing to so testify. And lie did. Here is a 
copy of his aflidavit.

San Francisco—Slate of California.
Aug 18, 1897.

'i’liis is to certify that I had a sitting for s'ale writing on said date with 
Rixhop S. Garrison. We held closed slates, without a table, which yv. re 
perfectly clean and not for one moment did they pass out of my bunds or 
sight. in less than five mimites both slates were filled with writing. The 
deinouslrations of ‘’Psychic power” was in my opinion above any possibility 
of fraud, N .  F. R a v l i n .

Sii. scribed and sworn to before me this LiHtli day of August A. I). 1897.
J  UKTl N Ga TKS,

Notary Public
In  a n d  for ll ie  C ity  an d  C o u n ty  ol S i n  I 'nm eiseo , .Stale of C alifornia .

I tut. lie was iiiislaUeii, a n d  I u f lc rw ard s  sh o w ed  liim bow lie bad  been d e  
ceived. H e  decla red  i t  tin* m os t valuable  lesson of Ills life as it d em o n s lf i l  
led Hull even llie senses eould be deceived and  were no t  to lie. relied upon in 
th e  in vest igal ion of psychic  p h e n o m en a .  I look liim in to  f/iy cb'cle-s and  
l l lu s in d e d  w h a t  suggestion  would do in llie line of c la i rv o y an ce  and  clair- 
au d len ee  II. was o n ly  necessary  for me to say  I l i s t  some sp ir i t  was lay in g  to 
contro l a  m e m b e r  of' l l ie  circle, w h en  In s ta n t ly  som e m e d iu m ,  o r  sensit ive  
w ould  veri ly  m y  s t id e m e n t  as describe l i e  spiril ,  w h ile  th e  peiKon referred to 
inv a r iab ly  corr , /bora te  hutli slab-lie 111 •. by niiinih :l i ng an abn o rm al  c o n d i  
tion. IL w as a  co m m o n  o ccurrence  for several person to be "  contro lled  "  a t  
the. sam e l im e  and dec la re  th ey  saw  scenes a n d  objects suggested by myself  
by way of e x p e r im e n ta t io n .

Till'; KVILHOJ' MKRIIJMSIIIP.
While the practice of fraudulent mediumship is greatly to be deplored 

as a swindle, and making people believe a lie, still, llie evil does not rest 
there. It is deep, wipespread and devasting in ils eil'.-els upon llie moral and 
social conditions of society. It conduces to the enthrallment of reason by 
clouding the intellect with vagaries, mysticisms and -uperslltious beliefs. 
Most mediumship lias degenerated into a species of fortune telling which lias, 
ruined and bankrupted men and women all over the land who have been 
guided by it in business transactions, and by investing in “ lucky lottery 
tickets,” winning horses, slocks, mines and games of chance in general. 
Where one fortune lias been made by following such advice hundreds have 
squnndeied their earnings in a fruitless pest. The unprincipled man or 
woman finds in fliat kind of medium a convenient ally for “putting up jobs'- 
on innocent people, playing the part of detective for jealous husbands and 
wives, drawing from confiding women the most sacred confidences while per 
sonating dead husbands, fathers, mothers or guides; sometimes carrying the 
horrible iniquity so far as to assume the most delicate relationships on behalf 
of the beloved dead. The most serious aspect of llie ease is that ali this fraud 
and wickedness is protected by law in llie name of religion. .Many of these 
swindlers being “ordained ministers of the gospel of Spiritualism” and eii. 
titled to all Hie courtesies accorded clergymen of any religious denomination. 
Every day the anvertisement of these pretenders appear in the daily papers,— 
“ Materializing and eilhcrializiug seance tonight,” “ trumpet ami slate 
writing seance," “ Mother Sadie” seance, etc. Any person so adverlisng is 
obtaining money under false pretenses by claiming that the dead appear in 
any of those forms or produce any of the manifestations. If challenged to 
produce even one physical demonstration of independent spiu't agency or 
power they would not dare accept the challenge, no matter how great the 
reward offered, for it could not he done under conditions which would pre 
clude the possibility of fraud being practiced by the med.urn or a confederate. 
When spiritualists awaken to a realization of the true situation, and honest 
men and women demand truth and honesty in llie mediums asof others there 
will be a great revolution in spiritualism and a higher standard of platform 
work. The passing away of the old will leave the new bright, clear and beauti 
ful. Those who seems foes will he found the true friends and the “ Waster, 
(he real Builder.”

I looked; aside the dust cloud rolled,
The Waster was the Builder too;

Upspriuging from the ruined old 
I saw I he new.

,Twas hut the ruin of the bad,
The wasting of the wrong and ill;

W hat 'ere of good llie old time had 
Was living si ill.”

As our last issue of the Liberator was not sufficient to supply the 
demand, and many wish a copy of Mr. Garrison’s “Experience in Spiritual 
ism” we have reproduced it in this number in order to supply all who wish 
copies for missionary work and fill orders already in.

“Oh, Reason, in thy searchings find us out, arouse our souls and make 
us dare to doubt; Teach us to love and only seek the truth, though it may 
change all lessons taught in youth; Tluow off our shackles set our spiiits 
free, and make us dare to think, and learn of thee.”

“In thy face I see a map of honor, truth and loyalty.” “For by his 
face straight shall you know his heart.” “All men’s faces are true, whatso 
ever their hands are.”—Shakspeare.

The Liberator is $1.00 per Year. Subscribe.
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