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The Present Situation.

THE PRESENT CONDITION OF
SPIRITUALISM.

Dr. T. Wilkins in the Progressive
Thinker makes some very timely re-
marks upon the above topic which we
reproduce here as fitting accompani-
ment to our illustration.

There is no use dodging or evading
the situation; it confronts the spiritua-
lists of the world and the question is
what are we going to do aboutit?
Personally we are going to do our level
best to educate the people concerning

deceptive phenomena until it shall be-
come general information and no one
need be deceived by such shallow
tricks, and then the fraudulent med-
ium will have to resort to some other
means of obtaining a livelihood. Com-
mercial mediumship is at the bottom
of the whole swindling business, and
the sooner it is done away with the
better for Spiritualism.

But here is what Dr. Wilkins says:

“For many years there has been set-
tling around and about the base of our
cause a great variety of fraud. Per-
sons without knowledge of the real

truth and its sublime relations to the
future of man; persons with no interest
at stake save to operate along the line
of the mysterious for money-getting;
persons without conscience and with-
out honor, have so enwrapt the phen-
omena in fraud, in imitation, that we,
today, hardly know where to find the
genuine in physical manifestation, and
know not where to find it in all the
superabundance of so-called
omenea now presented.

With their perfect system, their cen-
tral and local secret organizations, their
schools of practice in legerdemain

phen-

along the exact line of imitation, their
methods of getting pointers and record-
ing them and passing them around,
they have either driven genuine med-
iums frown our ranks into other avoca-
tions or into their own, where, with a
few instructions and a little practice,
they find it possible to produce better
and more clinching tests than through
genuine mediumship.

For instance, it is éasy, when you
have names, dates and locations to
memorize, with a few moments prepar-
ation, to go on the rostrum or in the

Continued on sth page.
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Hemin espericnces in whatever direction woudd be valocless wene it mot for
the lessons 10 be derived from them teaching others bow 1o avoad the nendless
sufbecing simiur limes of condect woald entail.

When 2 man bas bees lored from the broad bighway of bomor and in-

« legrity by 2 gliteving “Will-o-the-the-wisp™ into the swamps and jungles wiere
ahide deadly and vemomouns fhumgs, and aler vamly striviag W grasp the dmsve
obiexs, rezlzes at last the frotiessacss of bis seanch sad is pot 100 deeply im-
Jbedded i the mire 10 extricate bimmsell be will seck 1o regam the bighway and
wars others azumd 2 hie mulortoae.

If in givieg this, my persomal experience, in Lying bare my own ik,
revesling s weakness, amoovering its wousds, 20d¢ bnagiag from the oblisiva of
the past =5 paininl svomories siall have the <zt of opening the eyes of others
to the actwal condtives arvend them, asd save even one buman being from gain-
g this keowiledpe woagh the oobappy chanacds it was gained by me § siall
fleed thhat muy effiort bas mot beem in vaie, 2nd that, to some extent al beast, repas-
atvom bas been sxade for the past wrongs and mistzkes, [ am well aware of the
from my Sonmer, spotmalistic fdends and assocates; but | shall seeet it fear-
bessly 2ad 2o prepared 1o prove and demomstrate the truth of my statements.

“Trath wears oo mask; bows af 30 haman shrine; she only 2sks a bosring.”
Thersfore, 1 shall peed mo masks, mo comiederstes, no paraphenalia, nor dark-
mess.  The caly “cosdiions” desired are that all prjadice 2nd pre-cosogived
opaices be lid aside and that frum the evidesoe adducsd the case shalll be de-
caded

1 was reared aconcdimg 1o the strictest orthodox mule—my fafver being 2
Preshoterion clerzyman, 20d most carnest, conscentions man.  Whes | amrived
. 2t mankood my keowiedge of the great world beyond the praigies of lowa 2nd

the plains of Kansas was Tmited 1o that olzised from books: bt my asbition

3 waszrea and =y pride brocked po restraint mor limitaios wben 2 course of

 eomdec bad bees marked out 2nd decided upon

i ksew muthing of Spiritezlion wutil afier my maniage, 20d evean then,

aithongh my wile was 2 befiever, [ would not allow the ssbjoct discmssed in my
bome. Wih oy sspnor wisdom [ would sosm cure ber such 2 belief Being
bead of the asly, my word was law, or, 21 keast [ thought so, which wasthe
sameto me. | bad oo dearity for people who did wromg, or wno did not believe
with myseifl >

§ was prosperons i busivess, and smoosssiul i politics; was eened to 61
responsible pabie offices—made money snd fricnds o plemty. Wi aboet i

] the zesith of prospesty 2 doud became visibhe in the horizon, which, althszh at

1 it “mo barger thas 2 man’s band,” gradeally spread wsil it obsoured thbe Fight

: of day, and lest me in 2 starless might of boprcssness and despoir.  This cload

was Modens Spiritmalion—or that which, from Maise to California, acnes the
seas amd s evory land passes cunrent therncior,

HOW IT COMMENCED.

Hezriog of some wondodsl phenomeas orowing amovy the spiritialists 1
mentioned the matier to my wife, »bo manifested mo sarprse bet merely ne-
marked, *1 told you s0.” She then mfonmed me that I oould go and bave a2
“sneny” with the meodiom and ol o the b for mysel “Why,” said she,
1 kawe bad seany sitliegs, and my guide gave me 2 message o 2 slate saymg
thae you would become imterested 298 belicve” Sbe then produced the skate
. comtamimy the “mszasape” for mc to read. A commsaicaion fromber “guide,””
 imdosd! Wiy, § slways supposcd that | was ber guide, and yet all the tioe she
3 *wb’nm widh 2 m diven withost asking my pemission. [ en-
el who wrote spon te sase and she seplied, * The spirit dod .
Bt swemed sscsedible that my wike could believe amything so absmd.
) sieat it was mut 2 mattes of befied, but of krowlcdge with ber 2nd [ oveld
mysdf by jovestigating. “Why,” said sbe, “it only ousts thres dollars
a0l shee time. Sbe is 2 lovddy spirit. [ saw bes at 2 wsater-
wianted woe b sk Yus b Comse Dext lime”
y wights, shes you were 21 the Odd

T
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1 determined 1 solve the problems Gor apysell "
::k.lnndur bouts, and vestore oug ings 2m mlmows 52 O8 3 VoPage .
covery.

WY FIRST SITTING WITH A MEDIUM.

A short Gime alter B comveration with sy witle § called spon e Stiryg
aad avinged for 3 “siting” e blowing day. He toid me 15 BOE Y wy,
shases, wivich | thought 2 very for peogumision, thinking & soatd e Fmpnait.g,
1 was prompaly vm lime with my siates seady for my Sest seznce wih 2 meding,
1 found bien 2 pleasant, sgrecable persom  who seeomed homesz 204 smaions o,
please. We sat down 3t 2 small tble and | produced w3 siates 2l seady ¢,
the spinits to wiite wpon. He merely gianred ot them znd asked s 10 place m,,
kands upos them.  Very $00m raps were beand wpos she dates aod table. Th,
medion sad that the spirits woml| oummmmicate by saps -ﬁﬂ:ﬁtumg
was beiog dome. | was greatly itteverted, amd asked mawy qmeEsions sexeivi g,
answers by the spints r2pping.  The medum scowod merwons: bis 2nms pwin e g
and be frequently shivered = 2 o mvvisive sont of maomer, whieh excted a,
curiosty and | enguived i be was il He replicd thae the spirits “drew™ om fugy
for the force winch emabled them 1o mrite. When the rops smmoenced fud g
writing was completed [ opened the shanes, witich bad Lees bebd noder fhe 2ig,
a portics of the time, 200 found 1hem cvered wih mring. | ww prely spe.
prised, for the commumicativn wis signed b @y moba’s narse, 204 sesemd g
ber band wriging. My mother died when | was Let 2 yomog obild 2nd § bag
always beem tzught 1o love aad roverc ber memory. Among sor dhoiosst trea
wes  was an albom of pocmss wTitlen by her own baod, 20d the simiflarty of the
writing on the skt o that n the album was 50 2reat the evidkmoe of @ amiien,.

The gull of death was spamned; and bere wazs the samed mother whone
love and guidance | had misscd thromgh all the expericnces of boybacd zmg
youth Bow come tu advise and ovensd ibe matwre mam through s strawe
agency. It seemod moomprebemsibls to me; bat [ grasped it eaperly 25 2 proed
of 2 foture e of mneortality for man; 2nd was ddipghted wilh The bhemaing
thouzht that the guardianship of 2npels wazs a reality smsoepGble of demomstnn.
tion. | engaged (he mx-dem 10 bold scancs in iy home 20d eited sy fieands
to attemd amd be comrinoed. They sappedted “test condgioms™ to wi
madiemn cvmsplicd even proposing grcater tests than we kad thonght of cxocting
of bim.

The resalt was that be ssooeedad in satisfiing ms beyond 2 doula.
m daily communication wilh my muthor, and she advised e gpos 20 ngortag
mafters.  How wddl the advice tmmed omt will be seen later om

L
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I was

SITTING FOR DEVELOPMENT.

Whism Lloyd Garrisom was imstalled 2 my oen pamtiosles “geide™
which seemed quite patwral and o banmony with sy a2spictions 25 | was rlaed
te that grand man by Ges of blood and was prowd of dee Kinedap: and egualiy
proud of his guidanoe 252 spuit. Isat for devdopment for | am tuld the dhe
spirit world had selected me 1o do 2 grear work, (perbaps 1 wes cossmencny te
do it sow.) [ was also told to mtrodece the modism—Nr. Scandi—o the poilc,
and { built 3 commadions hall for spritea] mestings, and did 208 i By poser o
sprcad the truth, 25 [ then believed. 1t was my plessure to follow suds aduics
which imchoded carmg for the medimm wibe extent Cat be showld mot be
bothered ab-wt making a lisimg, or moncy matiers and be woeld devdop o
the greatest medinm om earth Many pevple hawe boem told the same thing
segarding otber mediums, and ave befieved thems 0 be soperiue beings, @&
vinely appointed, and st apust a5 2 dusen messcagers of God amd the angd

wosid
The spirit said | would beoom: 2 great medion; which sws cxocedngly

gratifying mews; for if there is anything that wii plewse the vamty and soumiie
the amiition of the average spuitewalist it & 0 be told that e will swac day bea
great and wonderful medimm. It is the Cearest wish of bis beart, the treasane be
mot eanestly covets and for which thousands spend their ume “siting™
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aevewop, and their  money o obtain, upon the specious promises of some “de-
veuspag medinm.”?

Books have been written to meet this demand, with full instructions for
we ormation of *circles,” and how to obtain some one or more of the different
phases; as any person who is sufficiently patient and persevering can do, provided
he sits long enough.  Sometimes this desire for mediumship becomes almost a
mania as in the case of Miss Jenny Leys, a brilliant and talented young woman
and public speaker, who came from the eastern States and took a cottage in Los
Angeles, where, in company with a single female attendant and companion she
remained in retirement sixteen years sitting for materialization,  She had been
promised that if she would do this, Jesus Christ would materialize and stand by
her side upon the lecture platform and deliver the address in person.  She
believed it would certamly come to pass, and thus wasted the golden years of a
glorious womanhood, untul her ha'r became white as snow, and she was forced
to quit the abode in which she had been a willing prisoner, in solitary confine-
ment, so far as the outside world was concerned,  No human foot was permitied
to cross ber threshold during all that time for fear of “disturbing the conditions.”
The few friends who sougnht her out could sit upon the vine covered veranda and
converse with the spintual captive; but they dared not enter the sacred precinct of
the home, and only at rare intervals was a favored Iriend allowed even that
privilege.

There were many facts in connection with this business of which T was at
that time quite 1gnorant or my enthusiasm v ight have assumed a milder form.
It was a subject of perplexity to me because all my friends did not accept the
"

evidences presented as “proof palpaible’ of  spiritualism; but here again the

“guides’ came to my rescue by assuring me that such people were not suffici-
enily progressed to grasp spiritual truths, in fact, were spiricually blind.

Jt was rumoted that the medium was in the habit of getting intoxicated
and was addicted to other vices; but I could not believe anything against such a

“perfect instrument ol the angels.'’
A GREAT SURPRISE.

Ouae day on my way home from my ¢ flice [ met Mr. Search in an intoxi-
cated condition at which [ was greatly surprised and distressed, [ told my wife
what I had witnessed and she said it was either his “Indian control”” or an un-
developed influence; and [ should have brought him home with me and taken
care ol him until the control departed and he had gained his normal state.

This was astomshing informa ion concerning the dangers and irresponsi-
bilities of mediumship.  Tie idea of my mother having to communicate with me
through such an instrument seemed very repugnant; but such was the philosophy
of my new religion as taught by those around me. It a good spirit could control
a medium why not an evil one as well? It seemed plausible enough from that
standpoint of reasoning.  Still, it could hardly be considered an enviable position
at all times, though its compensations and pleasures were many,

At seances the spirits were noticably partial to good looking voung women;
the deceased husbands of charming widows frequently controlled the medium
and demon trated their continued affection by warm kisses, fond embraces and
the same old endearing names all of which were accepled and reciprocated by
the bereft ones in th: most touching and pathetic manner. Old men received
messages from the long departed sweethearts of their youthful days, and fre-
quently such spirits materiaiized and spoke words of endearment and tenderly
caressed the now aged lover, which brought a new light into the dim eye and
fanned to light the still smouldering spark of an almost forgotten love among the
dead ashes upon the altar of the “long ago.”” Sometimes spirit hrides material-
iz:d for these old veterans and informed them that the dearold wife who had
been the loving earthly companion for a quarter or half century was not the true

"

spiritual affinity, and would be supplanted “over there” by the beautiful spirit

bride, or true soul mite.  SHmetim :s the more accomodating ones suggested the
selection of temporary affinitics from among the number of females who were
similarly situated.

Mediums are not considered responible for their acts, or, at least they
are allowed great latitude and freedom. They are considered as open doorways
through whose organisms come thronging eager multitudes of spirits to com-
miunicate with earthly friends. Some are good, others bad; dying does not
change their natores and the old appetites and passions cling to them as a gar-
ment in spirit life anlcw ouly be overcome and outgrown by coming in contact
with a physical organism. There are mediums who believe they are doing a
wighty missionary work liberating earth bound spirits in this manner.

M «diumship. like charity, covers a multitude of sins; and the grealer the
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sinner the surer the test of his irresponsibility, or “‘unbalanced condition” owing
to constaat spirit control, Al this may seem incredible and impossible of belief
to an intelligent mind upon its first presentation; but itis accepted and taught by
spiritualists generally, and forms the strongest safeguard and protection medi-
umship can present against the attacks of erites and opponents,

Much that is beautitu} and secmingly in harmony with reason, moral and
social ethics is presented along with its absurdities and vagaries so that which
would repel the student at first is graduvally overlooked. It was very difficult for
me to ignore the teachings of my childhood, and think that the blameless life of
my respected and honored father was not, after all, an example worthy of emu-
lation, and accept without grave misgivings the entire doctrine as practiced and
advocated by phenomenal mediums, X

“Vice is a monster of such hideous mien,
That to be hated, needs but to be seen;

But seen too oft, familiar grown its face,
We first endure—then pity—then embrace.”

Slowly but surely was the net of deceit and treachery woven around me
and my home, and most bitter and hurailiating was the awakening. [ was earnest
and enthusiastic and spent money freely in the cause, Wren sceptics said that
the medium was a fraud and trickster | demanded that they explain the trick—
show how it was done, It is always absurd to cry fraud without being able to
prove it. To know the secrects of masonry one must join the order; and the

same is true of physical medinmship.

ADVICE ON BUSINESS.

Jelieving as [ did in the genuineness of the communications it is easy to
comprehend how blindly I followed the advice given by my supposed spirit friends.
At their direction [ embarked in enterprises having in view the employment of
I built a

large fruite cannery, and in my zeal to obey the spirits and be a benefactor to the

men and women who were out of work and in destitute circumstances.

poor I soon lost everything invested throngh the carelessness and incompetence
ol those employed and trusted, and alack of knowledge of the business on my
own part.

I also invested largely in real estate, and buiit houses to rent expecting
handsome profits as the spirits liad promised. It was not long before I realized
there was a mistake somewhere My houses were tenantless, my city lots unsold
and greatly depreciated i value; my canning facfory a dead loss and my business
in a crippled condition generally. About this time Mr. Search came to me ask-
ing for a loan. [ had been accustomed to advancing him money in various sums
whenever he wanted it; but on this occasion I hesitated and told him we would
bave a sitting first and see what the spirits would say on the slates. He replied
that if I wouid give him fifty dolliars he wonld show me how to get my own slate
writing. I did not understand what he meant, but told him that if he could de-
velop me [ would gladly give him that amount and much more. He agreed to
meet me at four o'clock that afterncon and give me the first lesson. [ was hear-
ing a case of assult and battery that day but am alraid 1 did not pay mnch at-
tention to the testimony; [ was restless and uneasy and finally dismissed the de-

fendant and adjourned court.

THE FIRST REVELATION.

At the appointed time Mr. Search was promptly on hand. His first state-
ment startled me, ‘““I'he whole business is a “fake,”” he said. [Itold him to go
on and not talk foolishly. He asked for some slates and I happened to have
some in my office, taken there to show my friends. He laughed when they were
produced, and said that the messages they contained bad been written by him-
self.

Jefore proceeding to explain he exacted of me a promise of secresy, say-

.

ing it would do me no good to ‘‘give him away'’—that spiritualists would not
believe it, and other people would only laugh at me for having been so easily
{ooled.

nothing to any one until [ had received greater proof than one man could furnish

It was not necessary to be told this, as I had already decided to say

that a faith having so many adherents, and presenting, for its foundation, such
an array of wonderful phenomena, was like a house founded upon the sand
which would fall before the first gale of crucial, scientific investigation, or crumble
into ashes under the scorching rays of the searchlight of truth.

Well, itis needless to say that the writting was produced on the slates and
the medium explained how it was done. He showed me many processes by
which slate writing was done, and the methods employed by the most prominent

Continued on page sixc
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The Medium of Los Angeles has come
lout with the “muzzle’ on and placed |
‘the square inch than any spiritualist | jtself on record as among the number of

h'ld ever betore had served up in like | self-righteous spiritualista who have nol
,mmmu It unmasked some of those |other answer to make to the charges pre-

ferred ag: i retenders than |
$1 00 per Yﬂaf who stood in high places and consid | ferred agalust frauds and pretendens
au Hto throw mud at those who are homsll)
‘ered their assurance

Land conscientiously trying to rid spiritual-
ism of the counterfeiters who are passing |
their spurious coin for its pure gold. |

Fie oyl e
‘itlon or any other Society
| Zhe Liberator?

| Because it contained more truth to |

San Francisco, Cal,

Telephone Steiner 3336

Subscription

e e and egotism suffi-
Bishop S. Garrison -

Publisher | cient guarantee against criticism or ex- |

Julia Schiesinger Editor posurc. It dragged the idols from

Entered at the San Francisco Post Office as

Second Class mail matter. {of the cabinet, seauce, and even plat-

Humiship or dishonesty ?

their pedestals, and unvailed the secrets | | There is but one question for spiritualists |
. ! als, o 4 ‘
| to decide—do they want honesty in med-

Do they want]

' uphlll work all the time and all the way,
| If ““Garrison and Coonley' had continyeq
lin the “fake” business, they would haye
| had plenty of friends and money. They
[were not “driven out” of the wm;\'
They had a large patronage, and the good
‘wnll and friendship of the rest of the
1 crowd and had never been injured inany
perceptible degree by exposures.  They
| gave it up voluntarily, and told the truth
for the purpose of opening the eyes of
| those who honestly believe and are being
victimized througn their blind eredulity.
It requires considearble courage and a
strong conviction of right for any one to

San Francisco.

Are Splntuallst Afraid of
the Truth?

Before issuing the
The Liberator we were laboring
the delusion that the great body of
spiritualists were honestly seeking the
truth from every available quarter and
source. We knew that the majority
of them had been deceived and vic-
timized by pretending mediums and
were accepting and believing as true,
many faise and erroneous things. Butf

Sept. 15, 1898

Swoman;

under

‘and of one

form which is disgraced by pretense |

and humbug.
the statement of

1t

one man oOr

was the

‘mony of men and women who have
first number of |

never engaged in mediumship as a
business, and also of those who are
now thus engaged and are honest in it,
who had drank to the

i depths lifes” bitterness through having
| been deceived, and almost destroyed |

through the wickedness of pretended

' mediumship, but who has renounced
| the work, and the follies and vices con-

sequent upon its practice.  His state

|

The exposure was not |
one | ERATOR are untrue,

unrefutable testi- |
| disprove the charges in some more hon- |

limaginary foe;
| coward’s enly weapon—slander, instead

| hood exposed ; and if spiritualists cannot |

the truth or do they want traud?
If any statements made in the Lis
if any person has

| take the position those men have taken,
and maintain it in the fuce of all the
abuse and scorn that honest (?) spiritual-
ists have heaped upon them.

If the Nazarene were on earth to-day
tand should say as he did of old:  “Let
him  who amongy you
cast the first stone’—how many spirit-
ualists’ think you, would be “firing rocks”
the boys and
Coonley?

be-n misreoresented, why do teey noudl

|
orable way than by imputing our motives
{0 M getting even’ on some
or why do they use the

revenge or ** is without sin

of meetling the charges a> they should.
The truth wisl not suffer by ha.ing false-

(as say) at Ga rison

Not ManNy.

bear the truth they had better cease ask- |
ing for it, as it will certainly be told and y
their idols be unmasked.

Bro. Lunt indulges in a great deal of’
cant about the ‘‘persecution ot honest |

“Exposing” Spiritualism.

Some mistaken souls are crying out

our faith in the good in humanity was | ment was the plain, unvarnished tale of

mediums’’ and the importance of having |

that Mr. Garrison and Mrs. Schlesin-

' < \ it stopped, etc. We do not know of any | ger are  ‘“‘exposing  Spiritualism.”
greater than our knowledge of evil,|one who has suffered, and struggled | e who is trying to ‘‘persecute’’ honest | Nothing could be farther from the
and we confidently believed and ex- | out of darkness into light, out of bond- | mediums, although some people may | try,h, Spiritualism cannot be “‘expos-
pected that the greater number by far |age into liberty, out of weakness into | think that has been the policy of the | 4 by any one. There is nothing
preferred the truth, instead of a lie, | strength to live and do the right, and | #edium for some time past. Stil, we 'concealed about 1t  consequently

’ : ‘ lways thought its editor meant all right, | 3 ?
know e - = 3 S
o !cdge mstead‘ of ignorance, hon- | help others to come out and do the e A Ly i 'nothing to expose or  uncover.
? <2 : : although he blundered along like one
esty instead of dishonesty. But we|same. Yet all this evidence counted |

were mistaken. ‘That is, if the State
Spiritualists Association represents the
honest sentiments of the great number
ot Spiritualists throughout the State.
\We can scarcely believe that it does so
We believe that the
officers and declegates chosen by the

represent them.

they possessed the confidence of the
people who gave them their votes and
who believed they would honestly rep-
resent them in executive session and de-
Did they do it?
Having been in touch with the general

claration ot principals.

sentiments of Spiritualists for many
years in our public work we feel quali-
On
the contrary it is our honest opinion
that the Spiritualists of this State were
sold out by their representatives, in the
State Cenvention, to the fraud element
in this city which at the present time
has got the upper hand and have
muzzled the Spiritualist press and cap-
tured the works. When Z%e [ ibera-
tor was being circulated among the

fied to answer emphatacally zo.

deleg ites, during the Convention, by
Mrs. May Drynan, president of the
Peoples Spiritualist Society, a member
of the State Board of Dircctors forbade
her disposing of any more copies of
the paper in the hall under penalty of
arrest if she persisted.  But the people
got them ail the same and the result
was that it set them thinking. Why

| The representatives
people at large were soselected because | i

as naught against the lying tongues of
those who were arrayed against the

truth, against honest investigation, |
against genuine mediumship, and|

against those who dared to expose the
fraud and denounce its upholders-
of the people
gnored the charges brought against
the frauds, condoned their work, en-
deavored to suppress the Ziberator,
and placed themselves on record as
standing in with, and endorsing pre-
tenders and impostors by placing them
upon the platform as honest, worthy
mediums, to deceive and mislead the

people.  There were some honest
people among the officers and delegates
who would have been glad to have the
matter investigated; but fear of critic
ism, and the slanderous attack such
action would provoke, caused them to
remain silent. And so the farce went
on, and they tried to appear satisfied
and happy, while all the time the angel
of conscience was whispering—Seek to
know the truth, investigate, search for
it; enquire into and prove all things,

zards, even unto death.

letters and ballots, cubinet, dark, and |
musical seance phenomena as practiced
by prominent mediums everywhere.
[nstructions by mail, and in priv
classes. Ior terms address,
Bisnop S. Garrison

should any officer of the State Associa-

584 Page St., San Francisco.

I

1

1

and then stand by the right at all haz- |
| heli are let loose upon the
‘he is called by his old associates.

Bishop S. Garrison, teacher of slate the contrary, they continue their dam-
writing, materialization, etherialization, Inable work, and are endorsed by the |
spirit picture making, reading sr.’llt,dsxplnt\ml press, socicties, and conventions. |

$

{in telling the truth, never has been.

in the dark, as he evidently was, and still | Spiritualism per se is simply a belief
i1s as 1o the fake question He says: :
“Qur philosopny teaches that *‘restitu-
{ tion”” must be made in a.1 cases for wrongs |
done to others before reformation is
 complete and confidence restored. Has
Garrison returned to his dupes any of the

iin a future life, and the possibility of
| commuicaiion with the so-called dead.
|It is as old as humanity,

and forms

|the basis of every religion under the

i cash he robbed them ot during his faking |sun.  All orthodox churches teach
S = k 2 the “Communion of Saints,” and
Chere you have it in plain English; has PR e ol e e
Sy s the s 1t 1S not uncom-
the money been returned? No higher AMONZEERE = SEoNGS D .

imon to find those who claim tq have

estimate is placed upon a man'’s good re- |

solves and earnest desire to do right than
the question of dollars and cents. No
other *“‘restitution’ is considered equiv-
alent to the demands of justice from the
standpoint of the editor of the Alediumn
No matter if the wrongdoer repents in
sackcloths and ashes, acknowledges his {a lie, and fraud can be exposed

mistakes to the world, reveals all his fraud. Sl)il‘i[ualisn), as a revelation of
weaknesses, and covers up his better! ' a future state of existence as gi\'cn o

qualities of miud and heart, in a consci- : :
! ) : 'the world by illuminated minds all
entious endeavor to tell the whole truth |

i down the ages is grand and beautilul;
regarding the wrong done, that none may |
; {and among its later day exponents are
be deceived or mmposed upon i like | S < g
; s : 'some devinelw gifted men and women;
manner by others still in the business who . :
c ; but like every other great movement
have not moral stamina enough to come T e e N ibarambnint ih
: - ; he g ) ( 2
out and do likewise. Is there no *resti- | oF ©2¢ U RSB S
il B Y race there are those who would block
tution’” in this? Y hoels of Sehetkin
e wheels TOLTESS | check its
No wonder others do not turn from | Sy ll rusrbss R e
T 4 ! areer of us ss by covering e
their evil wavs. There is no encourage- Cd{h r} ul Singes )d“ Y AL o\;dr
2 : - w 5 e ‘tense, <
ment, no inducement, no incentive to do l‘l t‘n.t: 3 nnc_]o.l traud, l)r“c{;be’ an
i ot 7 P 7 + s o o
the right, when all the bloodhounds of 1)[);)(:115)‘ Qi d‘ l)“(ml‘cs. 9 l;o'\lmb
S Sene =
“turncoat,’ as lq the sight, and a stench lln‘ the nos
On | rils ot the honest people. Those who
undertake to remove the blocks from
|the wheels, unloose the chains, and
| free it from the load of fraud, are giv-
Im-r their lives to a most thankless task
{at the present time, and muaking of
| themselves targets tor the arrows of
hatied hurled at them by the cremics
of true spiritualism masquerading un-
der its name, and enjoying its protec:
tion.

held converse with heavenly visiants.
I'he exposure of fraud as practiced in
the name of spiritualism does not effect
spiritualism proper. A truth cannot
| be exposed. A lie can be shown to be

They are highly respectable and make
money enough out of their dupes in and |
out of the ranks of spiritnalsts to buy
ay to the highest places of trust
and honor that State and National Asso-
ciations can confer. There is no money
Itis




< = L sol

—

~watinued from 1Ist page. 7

T3 PRESENT CONDITION OF
SPIRITUALISM. :

szance room and produce apparently
unaeniable evidence of spirit return.
Cond tions are not needed. You have
your “picce”; just memorize and de-

town (always on your list) repeat the
method aad win the esteem of Spiritu-
alists, the curiosity of investigators and
the encomium of the press, and your
way is made; your fortune is assured.

Where are we at> Let us be frank
and confess that we know, but do not
know exactly how to extricate our-
Selves.

We can go on talking about lhc
beauti:ut land, the beatitude of spirntual
endowments, the “sweet by and bye”
from our rostrum; we can Organize and
adopt ali the articles of faith,” *“reso-
lutions of knowledge and our good in-
tents™ our “declaradons of principles,”
etc., that our “many men of many
minds” can project ;
“he beautiful golden sometime” and
hold a “Jubiiee every month, but un-
less we can uncover and prescent to the
world a genuine phenomonon some-
where, one that we as a2 body can swear
by, something we can recommend
without glancing arvund and ysusing
to think where to find it, we have
nothing superior to that recorded in
the Bible, and that has been presented
for several hundred years.

We must have tangible proof in sup-
port of Spiritualism. We had it in the
raps fifty years ago ; we have the raps
stili; we had the mental in A J.
Duvis, even before the raps, and we
have that phase yei; but for heaven’s
sake, if that 1s as far as we have gone

we can sing of

with the genuine, let us have it. Tierc
is nothing in this imitauon business
that will not fall to the ground at the
first expose, and leave those thus con-
vinced cither floundering in the decp
sex of a cold and dark grave, or float-
ing back into thearms of 2 Szvior from

whence they came, with a justifiable
curse upon Spiritualism for having so

deluded them.
Where are we at?

We teach the
world, or try to, that we have proof
positive of a future life and the power
to return under certain conditions,
with the good news of great joy beyond

i
i

the grave ; and in our zcal, we aillow

our eyes to be blinded to the fact that,

were all the imitators to turn statc’s
evidence, within 10 days our “beautiful”
truth would be completely upset in the
eyes of the investigating, inquiring
world and we would surely he at aloss a

 to know “‘where we were at.”

The fuct

to the world the truth of thﬂr
fraudulent work, we would just about
'be a total wreck as a Spiritualism
- before the world.

A medium may stand upon the plat
liverit. When you go into another | form and deliver name after name to

audiences day after dav, that are *“‘reg-
ular clinchers,” and the moment they
are known to be from memory insiead
of from the “loved ones over there,”

‘they are lost so far as effect for the,

cause of Spiritualism is concerned.

We represent to the world, to-day,
that there is such a phenomenon as|
full-form materialization.
produced under unquestivnable test
conditions?

We claim independent voices; where |

are they heard?

We are presentinga variety of Punch |

and Judy, curtain and house-cornes

performances that scem very enter-

taining to the curious, which, if genuine |
are not at all convincing, because any |
one with a little practice under instruc-

tions can do the same—the longer th
arm and the more cheek and nerve,
the more mystericus the performance—

but in a sleight-of-hand
would be too slow to dra=.

show they

are the genuine in this phase?

If we have the genuine in any or all
these phases, let us have it and place
it upon the rostrum, in the seance, in
the home, anywhere, to get it before
the world. It it
conditions, provide them, and if we
mnst have our conditions, always with-
in the bounds of reason, let us exact
them; anyway to get at the vuth; we
nevd it in our progress and must have
it or we perish.

I may have faults that look
and unpardonable to the eye of my
acquaintances; you may have faults
that are grevious to the sensitive t_stes
of your most intimate but all
should be overlooked in our effort to
rise from the filth and slime o1 frand in
the name of our deceased loved ones

It is impossible to find a perfect
euman being. \We may find 2 model
man or woman in morals according to
the common acceptation of the term,
and find outside of this no commend-
able characteristics. In the diversified
iveas of mankind regarding the con-

must have certain

grave

friends,

stituency of perfection, there is no way |
to arrive at a universal understanding. |
I may be immoral in the mind of one!
and moral in the mind of another, but

i ; mmwcmmm

the mode of deception, makes it none
the less a fraud and under rigid condi-
tions it can be so proven.

Where are we at? Because you and
1 are convinced of the wruth of spirit
return, becomes nu cricerion for the
world to believe it without proof. Our
beautiful lingo of the proof that we
have had weighs lightly with a world of |
independent thinkers who say: “Give
us some proof, your theories are
beautiful.”

‘The world has become so worldly
'as 10 demand proof. For many years
the Bible was all the proof needed, bet |

!there, somewhere.”

discover our fraud” but hat
trouble.
! fraud under our cloak. It is no parnt
of the genuine, but whewx s the
genuine?
o  justice demands of us.”

of revenge o

cause they were facts which

Spiritualism took it away and proposed

Ito substitute something more reliable, |
Where is it| | more tangibie. “The Bible contradicts

“There is deception
But what better;
have we until we eliminate the fraud
ﬁ'om our cause?
Meu may say:

nself we said.

“| et bur oppounents |
is the
The world is discovering ti.e

‘That is what the sorld and

The above words are as true of the

condmon of Spiritualism in California
as it is in the East or any other part of
Where the country. When Spiritualists deter-
mine to settle this geestion, they can

very soon do so; but It will never be

accumplished by persecuting and villi-
fying those who are honestly trying to

let light in upon the darkness.

-

No statement made in this paper
has ever been made through a

a feelins
“wetting even” with

any
They ‘"ue been published he-
the people
ought to know for their protection and

safety, and with no other motive under
the san. Jt would have been far casizr,
and more profit:ble from a francal
standpoint to have kept silent and
retained the good will and fellow-ship
of that class of people than to have
antagonized them and incurred their
hatred by exposing their work.
never has been any money
telling the uuth on any

subject. The profit comes to those
who keep silent and help cover up
wrong. Besides, a lie has wings, and
can travel faster than the ttuth which
goes on foot always, and sometimes a
begging.

one.

There
mads by

unpopular

NOTBS

We have a number of\ €1y encouraging
i letters from all over the evuntry which

there is no difference as to what con- | ;11 app-ar in the next issue.

stitutes fraud and misrepresensation |

along the line of Spiritual phenomena. |
'l‘hat which is not genuine ‘is a fraud, |

The better element among Spiritualists | as
‘endorse our work, and give u©s their
. material and moral support.

w the dictatorship of the State Associa-
tion. Why? Becavse its demands were
arbitrary, foolish and unreasomabie, znd
set aside the good judgment 2nd common
sense of the Society as 2 body, and (ues.

' dupes and supporters, )

mﬂae-hﬁuyolmo‘uu
m:wmﬁmdm':&m
its platform as speakers agd pywg
mmu:mam Bedivms,
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Continued from page three,
ST was oot satlstiod. [ eould not believe that such o careful ins
vestigator as Professor Zollner, of the Leipsic University, the author of a wark
which was the result of scientific experiinents

medinme,

Called *Transcendental Physics, "
with the great medivm - Henry Slade-—could hive been entivley nibstakeen, and
deceived with o few  tricks; although 1 could understand how an honest man,
expecting honedty in others, might be imposed upon. Bt the medinm went
fully wito the details of the work, explafning the varions phases o phenomeni,
such as cabinet work —materializing, ethedalization, trompet speaking, Inde
pendent volces, dark, and musical seance manifestation, spirit lights, raps,
ballot tests, reading sealed letters, making spirit pletures on slates, handler
Chiefs, cte, Platform tests as given by vgtocked medivms, who gave as tests
while in a “dead trance and wholly unconsclous,' names and mengages preve
wonsly obtained and memorized for the occasion, were also explained and boolks
of “exchange tests” produced in evidence,  The enarmity of the whole business
fairly paralyzed me,  To listen toa confession of sueh hypocrisy and deceit from
a man whom 1 had taken into my home as a trasted friend and “spicitual adviger”

was a terrible experience, and painful insight into human depravity.
FURTHER REVEALMENTS,

About this tme | was preparing for a trip Last, having been chosen by the
Kuights of Pythias as a delegate to the grand lodge of the world at Toronto,
Canada, and 1 determined to investigate spiritualism stll farther by visiting
noted mediums in eastern cities,  Mr, Search offered 1o give me letters of intro.
duction which would enable me to gain the information desited, s letters read
as follows:

“Hrend A He s on, and O, £,

Search,”
Worlked
Why, I began to think he had “worked” with me or “worked’!

, This introduces Mr, Garrison,

e said, “Just tell them you worked with me and it will be all right.”
with i, mdecd!
me, and that to considerable extent.

The fivst medivm [ visited with my letter of introduction was Mr, Mott,
the famous materializing medinom of Kansas City, Missouri, 1 told him | was
jearning the business and wanted o see his work, 1 paid, and he explained,  His
seances were considered marvellons demonstrations of spirit power, and had |
not been initdated beforehand would have been dgeceived as readily an were
others,  The dim, uncertain light, the soft music, the expectancy, hope, almost
fear, the entire novelty of the situation, all have their influence and impress the
visitor with a feeling of solenmity akin to awe and prepares the mind to receive
and believe otherwise incredible things,

Under such conditions the exhibition of a piece of white cheeiecloth belore
the black curtains of the cabinet takes on the appearance of the robes of an angel,
and the rustle of a starched or silken petticoat sounds like the fluttering of
angelic wings; and when the medivm steps fortn clad in a garment danbed in
spots with luminous paint it seems that the very heavens have been opened and
a celestial bemg arrayed in shining raiment has appeared in their widst, - The
possibility of the human brain to receive false impressions s great,

I visited mediums in St, Louis, Chicago, Detroit, Toronto, New York,
Indianapolis, and other places and everywhere found the letters of introduction
the open sesame 1o futher revelations, | retumed home disheartened o far as
public mediums were concerned and decided to test some of the supposed rehinble
trance medinms of my acquaintance, and in my own houschold,  Every one
endorsed Mr, Scarch as a gennine medinm; | then tried some of the tricks on
them and it worked like a charm.  Neither the medivms nor their guides detected
the deception, | began to observe what was poing on around e and soon dis-
* covered conditions of the gravest nature coafronting me, 1 felt destroyed, and
like one who had climbed to some lolty pinnacle and suddenly found the ladders
by which he had ascended swept away,  The moral and social ladder lay in
yuing; the financial ladder would sustain me no longer; the political ladder was
broken, and there seemed no way 1o get down but 1o fall—and 1 fell,

| cared for nothing, and toolk to drinking as a panacea for my troubles.
I was like the wan in Arkangas, | did not get drunk hut just kept that way all the
time,  Out of the Gnaneinl wreck enough wis saved to leave my family in com-
fortable circumstances, and after procuring a legal separation and settling up aiy
affairs as best | eould, with what littde remained ©started for the Pacific Coast,
leaving all the friends and associations of my lile, not knowing or caring whither
1 would drift or what fortune or misfortone might awail me,

S NEW EXPERIENCES,

When | first began to realize my condition [ found mysell in the State of

LIBERATOR

Washinglon, among strangers with ol a dolla i my pocket and o Praspecty,
Thnt wight 1 visited the Odd Pellows Todge, and being a stranger was askoed for
malee o tew vemnrkn, 1 ehanced to glanee at a beautital caibleis on e wall, of u
Bundle of sticks, Nustiative of the strength of @ united body, and relerped iy
awn condition ms a stick which had slipped from the bundle and  wis “hrale o
ICwns grin hoinor, but resulted in tmely assistance, and an olfer ol employinen
from one ol the Grothers,  This 1 gladly accepted and commenced work il fo
lowing diy as o carpenter,  For about one year §labored i this manner g0
would hive scorned the thought of waking money s o medioin, b endeayore
o disniss spleitualism (rom iy nond and only veferred 1o it as did Josk Ftdbinge
to the snike hole, “When | gee a hole with a soake’s head e Dok the file
belongs to that sike,””

Lworkeed on as millions of men are doing regarded as “only o commong
jabiorer,” by men whom, at one tme, | would not ave considercd my equals, b
they were on top of Fortune's wheel now, and 1 was uoderneath, and that e
the diflerence,

MY PUBLIC MICDITUMSEHLTP,

Wark becoming slack | drifted to Astoria, Oregon, where employinent was,
FHenry Allen

My “boss " urged me 1o accompany him 1o (e

again secured,  The celebrated medinm winhh hiodding sennces wd
altracting mueh attention,
meetings but T declined, not wishing any wew cxpericnces i that lige, [l
continned to press the matter and [ consented o go,

There were about (thirty people present at one dollar a head, 10 was o dagle
seance at which musical dnstraments were played upon, ndepend ut wiiting
produced, and other manifestitions,  “Fhe |‘t-‘;|,l': were delighited and accepred i
all as the worle of their spirit friends,  There wis a man g ity dollars in
an evening, and all the time engaged, while | worked all day at hard Libor, for
hall a month, receiving less than that amonnt in conpensation for the entine
e,

No wonder, that when a few weeks biter iy job was finished, the ol

story of man's temptation and fall was yepeated bioe,  I0 e said that o’y
extremity s God’s opportunity ;7 Lot in this case the devil seemed o take
:H‘\'inllngtf of the situation for I entered his service and found bio o good
paymaster so far as finances were conceined, 1 old some of my acqudntances
that I wag a medivm and they arrangod for me to hold a seance al once, The
art had been well learned and it proved an easy matter w please the peaple and
make many converts to Spiritualism,  Money Bowed into my pockets and from
them into the Gl of the saloon-leeper, for 1 was obliged o drink in order 1o
stll the voice of conscience which constantdy upbraided me for such anholy worl
The fact—that there were hundreds of others—men and women all over the
country from the Atlantic to the Pacific doing the same husiness was no exciee
for me, I have no apology to offer and shall not attempt to ke one, How-
ever, by way of atonement whenever | saw good, intelligent pecple getting 160
decply involved, my own unfortunated experience would come before me and
I would enlighten them, 1o no instance did 1 pretend  the naaifestations were
other than they really were—the phenomena known as that of modern sphitual-
B, Some of those whom | enlightened used the infsmation as 1 had done
and engaged mthe busimess as professional medinms, aod arve traveling over the
country to-day and receving the endorsements of Spiritud societies and the
spiritnal press. They work under the same auspicies, and are doing more 1o-
wirds converting people to o belief in spiritualism than the wost talented
spealaery in the ranles,

Among the number are the ** Brockway family,” Albert Cramer, Mers,
Sadie Johnson, and Alice Warnoek, of  Portland, Oregon besides many others
who served as “ helpers,” or accomplices in oy own work,  Of the Latter -

" of medinmy was Goeorge Woashington Sonth, ol Astorta,

ber, lnown as ** helpers !
L1 MeComas of Portland, Homer Alexander of Salem, and ©* Buck”’ St
of Ramier, and many others in Oregon,

Before coming to Culifornin **stoek tests ' were furnished nie by Hatfield
Pettibone, aslate witing medium who had hyved here, also De, Woods, anothes
slate writer, Mr, and Mrs, Do, Noyes, Mr, Newt, and others,

Hval in San Prancisco [ got into e ving, ”? and  not only  assisted  othe

Soon after my ars

medinms but wiss assistod by them ine cincles and exchange ol @ tests,” [oven
those not engaged in e worke as physical medivms endormed oders who werr,
ind could not in a single instance dutermine the nature ol the plicnono, hut
i e thelr sanction to the rankest humbug Believing it o be the work ol tne
dear angels,”

Lnfact the staunchest supporters of physical medinmahip, such as mater
ialization and slate writing, with oy other (e blent pret i, e o



tewear and clairvoyant medmns who often claim they see their guid =« and other
spaeas 0 the cabimet when the commonplace investigator would see nothing.
by dmes have these gennine  mediums come up to my cabinet and shaken
feavwas with their “puides” and described them to the eircle, when not even i
Yeonfederate " or “dummy ’’ had been exhibited, There are also intelligent,
cultured men and women, highly “inspirational ™ as that word is understood,
occupying the public rostrum, who sincerely believe these phenomena to be the
manifestations of spirit power and the proofs upon which the philosophy of spirit-
ualism rests,  Take away, or destroy the proofs and the whole fabric is reduced
to speculation, theory and conjecture,  Dr, Dean Clak, well known among
spiritualists as an able speaker and writer, attended one of my scances and
endorsed, and explained the manifestations as the production of spirits.  Being

considered authority on such subjects his endorsement was important; but as he

¢ )

was a medium it was strange his “inspirers " did not enlighten him,

Madam Florence Montague a most cultured and refined woman, a B[)L‘:lk(‘r
of great eloquence and power, also a “ psychic’’ or medium who answers (ues-
tions, and reads articles from the audience psychometrically, attended one of my

. . . . 1
seances in Oakland and also went up to the cabinet and recognized her “ guide

as the one who shook hands with her.  If she can tell, by taking a glove or hand-
kerchief, belonging to a person that individual’s characteristics, with events past
and future, why were her inspirations so much at fault that she could not distin-
guish the difference between my hand and that of a materialized spirit?

Dr. N. I¥. Ravlin who is widely known as an exponent of spiritualism was
formerly a Baptist clergyman and for many years occupied a prominent place
among the leading divines of Chi ago. | met him first at the Spiritual Camp
He was a broad-gauge intel-

I felt

sorry for him, and told him he was deceived and victimized by the mediums. He

meeting in Trestle Glen, Oakland, one year ago.
lectual giant compared with the majority of people he was associated with,
was at first gnite indignant and asked if I thought he was a fooi. I frankly told
him he was and I could prove it. A list of *‘tests” to be given the next Sunday.
by the most widely known ““trance” and platform test medivm on the Pacific
Coast was shown him, He did not believe it possible, but took a copy of the
nates and tests and attended the meeting and heard them given by the celebra-
ted medium, Mrs. J. J. Whitney, who prefaced her work by stating that she was
“entranced and wholly unconscious’ while giving the tests ; while all the time
she was giving names and messages procurred by myself and other confederates

and memorized by her for the occasion. Dr. Ravlin was astounded, and de-

clared hie would expose such hypocrisy upon the platform ; that it wasan insult -

to the angel world. I told him to keep cool and not go to war without proper

ammunition. He went with me to the home of Mr. Frank Thwaits, aud together,

Mr. Ravlin and Mr. Thwaits prepared some ‘“tests’’ for the same medium for

the next Sunday. Some of these were remarkable, and created a sensation
when given. One of Mr. Thwaits’ especially, stating that he was born in Calcutta,
India, nud that his wife was at that time in Chicago, Il1., will be remem-
qered by many who were present. I also told him of some tests I was going
to give Mrs, Maud Freitag, and he heard her give them from the platform,
I have a letter from Mr. Ravlin recently written to a lady in this city in
wh:ch he refers to the matter

Mr. Ravlin and myself also prepared some more tests for Mrs. Whitney
which were given fromm the platform in Scottish Hall, Larkin street, San
Francisco, last September during the State Convention of Spiritualists. This
satisfied Mr. Ravlin, and be remarked that he had ‘ been barking up the
wrong tree for twelve years,” and was now in grave doubt as to the genuine-
ness of any of the so-called :piritual phenomena, I also enlightened the
gentleman as to my own methods and those associated with me in the *“ Spir-
itual and Psychie Institute’’ in producing slate writing and materialization,
I gave him o slate writing, telling him beforehand that it was a simple trick
and vet when the sitting was over he declared that the slates never left his
hands for one moment and yet they ‘were filled with writing. I asked him
if he was sure the slates did not leave his hands, and he said he was positive
they did not, and that he was willing to so testify. Awnd he did, Here is a
copy of his affidavit.

San Franciseo—State of California,
Aug 18, 1897.

This is to certify that T had a sitting for s'ate writing on said date with
Bishop S. Garrison. We held closed slates, without a table, which wire
perfectly ¢iean and not for one moment did they pass out of mmy hands or
sght,  In less than five minutes both slates were filled with writing. The
demonstrations of ** Psychic power” was in my. opinion above any possibility:
of fraud, N. If. RAVLIN.

Su. seribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of August A. D. 1897.

JusriN Gares,
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Notury Public
In and for the City and County of Ban Franciseo, State of California.

But he was mistaken, and I afierwards showed him how he had been de-
ceived,  He declared 16 the nost valuable legson of his life as it demonstri-
ted that even the senses could be deceived and were not Lo be relied apon in
the investigation of psyehie phenomena. I took bim ioto mwy cireles andd
Hlustrated what, suggestion would do in the line of clairvoyance and elair-
audience,  [6 was only necessary for e to say that some spirit was trying to
control a member of the eirele, when instantly some snedinin, or sengitive
would verify my statement an describe the spirit, while the person referred o
invariably corroborate Loth statements by manifesting an abuormal condi-
tion, 1L was o common occurrence for severnl person Lo be * controlled " at
the pume time and declare they saw scenes and objects snggested by miyself
by way of experimentation,

THIS KVILS OF MIEDIUMSHIP.

While the practice of fraudalent mediumship is greatly to be deplored
as uswindle, and naking people believe o lie, still, the evil does not rest
there,  Itis deep, wipesprend and devasting in its effects npon the moral and
social conditions of society, It conduces Lo the enthrallinent of reason by
clouding the intellect with vagaries, mysticisms and superstitious Leliefs.
Most taeditmship has degenerated into a species of fortune telling which has
ruined and bankrupted men and women all over the land who have been
guided by 1t in business transactions, and by investing in “locky lottery
tickets,” winning horses, stocks, mines and gaes of chance in general
Where one fortune has been made by following such advice hundreds have
squuandered their earnings in a fruitless quest. The unprincipled man or
woman finds in that kind of medium a convenient ally for “putting up jobs's
on innocent people, playing the part of detective for jealous husbands and
wives, drawing from confiding women the most gacred confidences while per-
sonating dead husbands, fathers, mothers or guides; sometimes carrying the
horrible iniquity so far as to assume the most delicate relationships on belialr
of the beloved dead, The most serious aspect of the case is that ali this fraud
and wickedness is protected by law in the name of religion. Many of these
swindlers being “ordained ministers of the gospel of Spiritualism® and en.
titled to all the courtesies accorded clergymen of any religious denomination
Every day the aavertisement of these pretenders appear in the daily papers,—
“Materializing and  eitherializing seance tonight,”  ““trumpet and slate
writlng seance,” *Mother Sadie” seance, ete. Any person so advertisngis
obtaining money under false pretenses by claiming that the dead appear in
any of those forms or produce any of the manifestations.  If challenged to
produce even one physieal demonstration of independent spirit agency or
power they would not dare accept the challenge, no matter how great the
reward offered, for it could not be done under conditions which would pre-
clude the possibility of fraud being practiced by the med.um or a confederate
When spiritualists awaken to a realization of the true situation, and honest
men and women demand truth and honesty in the mediums asof others there
will be o great revolution in spiritualism aad a higher standard of platform
work. The passing away of theold will leave the new bright, clear and beauti.
ful. Those who seems foes will be found the true friends and the “Waster,
the real Builder.””

I looked; aside the dust cloud rolled,
The Waster was the Builder too;
Upspringing from the ruined old
[ saw the new.
[Twag but the ruin of the bad,
The wasting of the wrong and ill;
What ’ere of good the old time had
Was living still.”

2% S T &
NOTICE
As our last issue of the Ziberator was not sufficient to supply the
demand, and many wish a copy of Mr. Garrison’s “Experience in Spiritual-
ism” we have reproduced it in this number in order to supply all who wish
copies for missionary work and fill orders already in.

“Oh, Reason, in thy searchings find us out, arouse our souls and make
us dare to doubt; Teach us to love and only seek the truth, though it may
change all lessons taught in youth; Thiow off our shackles set our spirits
free, and make us dare to think, and learn of thee.”

“In thy face I see a map of honor, truth and loyalty.” “For by his
face straight shall you know his heart.” “All men’s faces are true, whatso-
ever their hands are.”—.S/Zalkspeare.

The Liberator is $1.00 per Year. Subscribe.
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