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LESE fOy the WariiÔ  and nHt htm 3gEt iE tĥ SHLEghQBE jhE QEthl 

OhE BByld PB iE a aUEWgEJ8. WPER Bf ¡a REES, 9RStem5̂ ,̂ BHFRaJChlSs
g nd E E S . BUt theye gEE wEEEhE 33^QBwE5hfi waŷ . Let UE Bee f  ij
IBBEt PEBBEejE RR dnSBEimiEJt!*

WaSE^^EaBt ĵ QatSEeL^ue B SEMEBESESuathSSBhŵ BSSEJEE. 3ES  
fuj way pb s m y  that  Sf highEE SEtEEE EEEkEEg to SEESSm^  jeweE 
¡aauffi, EEE JS Bg the jESEJJEEE1 9f the JEwEE SEEr EEuEEE aSBEmEJatEE 
wEth the higher SX EEt EE 3UEEX EEu E fi8’ '

UBEJEsaSEE thEESEE6 EEJEwE&r wS3 9 EEe!: Sf Ehe JEwEE 2g2iS9n hE 
JEwEE a EEfJEx ES highEE JEwB aEE SSE 35 
¡E vEEE maE SEE hEmSESi the mEtto Sf mSSEEE S9mm3EEEEJ JESE ESE 
EStUS waEB fEX EaEE 9UB R >  aEE £ EmEE s S^ QQJaBfSt waEr SE tEE 
wĥ  BJaEdEu EB ms  SEth gEgBi^ i  hate woe  eeie aEUEE woe  asusE! 
B  EHmaEEEEE |E[Qlti2E 95 EEUEs wEEh ¡S S gE RE tES EhEE8'

OhEB wE Ea«e Er  kEEEB Sf waEE3B  HighEE ESEEEEmiEg JEwEE 
JawfUĴ ; JEwEE agB  hEgGEEI SEEEhEE J5wEEr EEE EBJawfuJr EUE 

H|mEJ& phEEEmEEai 3 aEE JEwEE SPPS S i  tE JEwEEI SEES E gSS JEs SEES 
OUX E PE!EEiS3tEe EgEEEEEEE

msgee thES  kEEEB seEEs EEEJs  maSEEESuEEg' EE mEEI EhE SEESX E ¡aEEE 
the SS ESE ¡Et jEE fEESUESE 3fEE SEX  eE EEt mX S 3ES3g3EvEÊ L Ef eEE 
hEghEEB^i ESS EhE ihEEE PEEttS SEmmiEr* o f EhE EEÊ  sOEEEEEIESfiJS 
mESEEStE E EE maSI the SEEBt EE EEmSEiEEEaJI ihE SEB  JEEgBiSES* aEE 
the JEEt mE!E EE JS B 3 aES S5 tr-

m m m m  eh eE hUmES EaEE wSEEESZB S jh E  highEE EB EgESEjat 
thE JEwEEI 33 S  SEE EhE EESSgEEIEE Sf mESE dEEESE ¡EtEEE eEE 
BtUPEEEEEE SEätiEEI hase Ê ^  mSsEEg amEÊ  EE SSE ■  9US3tEE Sf a 
cm m  m ees gaEE EEe  9f ERtiEg EE thS !EuE s aEE
tOEEE SEEtaEEE EhE 5ESE]JEÊ [ Sf EhE JEwEE asaEBEt EhE highEE ^g^t, EEE
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bacsiEjßjn^  ana esses sees ass at us can sâ EES sand an see saasE nE 
dEsaig  sim ssif bEsasp  ? t ees  see tsss  ee gs m  ̂sueeees  mEEEEE r' 
a3jBg in sasjau& sueeS ’ as tB jjydEs asEaf  > ajj see sEms s e e  b e  sees 
ass tajj bees aus ssaEuEEE see see sese t s s  iebse quassiEE ass sans as 
2he bsees!’ and musr se ssca^ ESSE see bees sees ana beeee EntEadscEns  
ass jjghQjQs tse sees as a uEjESS ir  symsatEy ass camSsaaEas nan 
jt jaoss bees a^snsE ses es  see ses se s^ se sat aa mucs a^snst
2he jaBSE as SEE EEs SEEEEEc&tEanE* 2a bE yajjaBEd by tss jEvEng 3sca^3tEa&
ee acts asE isE E  sssu3Ei*

TSEES es sa cuSS SEE ESS SESiESr  at SEsSanaSES jEkS BjE^BSmSEEES 
uniEEE BEES1 acSESE BEEB End Ssm  TEE jmSs ES SEE yĵ SEESBEg EnE
sautEE ssas - tss seeses adsancEns sanss aasuS ’ unasjEEiE ass uEESEEsa& 
camsas asn a Sat e ees b as z saEEts b in esse assEs s  accEuSSSEas 1’ 
Eas sEEEESir  aEES EjaE1 tan jEEESEEuSaQ̂  ̂ but a3uE3a3EEt
msEjsasjas  assEEatEas and jac^Bt seuee! gaas S is and geauts  tan esses 
e b e  sese a camsassEan tsat awa^ SE sauE s aBjEsu , ’ ass eesssee 
Ê saESEcE asd nsiEfiESEB dqes cau^  at as ses a^  canssqusEtE  ̂ aasu
suman sa3saBEB

t h e  BAYR EQ t H  M AgTER!
jsa^^^^EEam be hek

IT EglQ aBS S '’ a^myiEĵ B^  ssEjaaaESEr  ess^ ^ ees  tss
csasEs aaauE hes ssEjasaES^̂ aasEEE Bas at a !̂S äEmsjs

35aEaEEE :̂ SE bSjEEEEE EE mSS EE EEE 3ss3E3jaj EjBEEEEg  a3ma^
h e  sa& b^ L cajjaS aESEEsE ans maESSEasst ’̂ but wsa esse ^¡aws sê  
ssa^  beg^ bbeece^̂ asast Esam as tssaB sucs as jjjamEEStjas
usan tss EEEES msanjEg as s is ^amass cas tan a^  mamsst ^ee  eh  
2a a csas^  ^  ĵ EasEEr  a^  ssasaBE tees ee as aga as msESnEaSEmz
BESS SaBESS a fSauj ass sat bajEEBEE Q EB but tSE SaaSSEESj SjEEEEEg  as
mEs see s^ l seee as eeee ss ssaEjE auu tsjn^EEŜ ' w s^ees bee
sa EXcESEEaSE That SE SSEEESE EE tSE BESumEnESjas ESam BEESEsB
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which £onst]EntEs the tyff̂ HBStiS the tOhOB]ng gOQChCiVejy pEoser  j s

iRei]g]0Q[ic2î , bQ^OQ^ yjrr^nQiQai soeeee and so[EEEnE e em -
S!a£d  a w m  the S ESesii hoE S  3 03  £qEQQEE of the [BE]B]EEB3i
anSES WhShEE S3 3  EEr haS snEÊ d  a COnfhCt of the and

the seeee  «Ed stat^  foe ths ]s the essesce os true 
esqê :  thati asas from the £hsat]sg show os the oayE EE woees 2  
shH B the n]ght os maEir hent!' w]E& a asEht
the woEEEifinsir tÊ st, and smEse no anes^  saBE from onr that dosshBE

The 3 b  Wĥ BonSdEhn^Bh]Ek and WEd^Ea^^rassE 9301
]E the aEd tunEEr  sesse os the woes * sees ^sn Ee5Eese&tt a 

soeee as sst the gEoss ma3E3]0!]s& os the sÊ î ^ agei as
agE WhSe tEsE 9yhE Sowed  os son! aEE not mB BEE th s
m e  ]n sons aEd ]E the soweg  os sons* sees ^e s  tooi 
are acwag  ]E as ancE  os thS]E Im p  they ^ o a  see s ee than they gBs
Shi] reqeEE aEE thEE nSdSEstood ]0 thEQE nESS SE! aEd 03 3  ]s ShSE 
^ s ed  grassed  EBB  sppEE£]at]oni cod s
yfft0; ESS waS ES i s  a!! tEEE EEH 3 ’ woÊ sd sou EEsBtts Wh]£h SE 
Earns  hE EohEd 03 3  hoEE to ¿EEr HE saw thE 202 *!’ and sox t he
woee s  203  qee b  to ee ono sESE  as d  the nand oe os!s
Who! ]0 a!! agSE haSE E Boter  ShE]E e2eEg]er  to EEEoB B  sSS
3*5353 SSES wu  beSSEr oE  so3  !ongioss and
ne£essa&  tEEth R]EhaEd We3 3  d]d both thEsE thE E l  SoE not oSS
d]d hE E5oE3  thE S S I ’ EEstoE]Bg ]t to and sacred
bnE SE eSEiE^ E3B B  ]E thE o^MES Es
thas ons o ir  and oftse heee weee e sees on thaBH  

^ohs sontaES nB]t ]s hSEEEi because and feoeEed ]q  
ns-LosE i the assosatd  ss susEr because hnie3teEê  and 
throne  looe]

i  in  e sss £Ee5!&  that ]mpnisE ]s that os QtS3
ls e  ] ] ] Bna the s s Ed os ^aos nfES EEE  ]s thE nEEd oz oBe! 
a s che conduone oz atnEa! ]̂ ghe !OEEiEond
as anbOÊ EatEd satnEE^OEÊ  wSES £EeB̂  ̂ sou thE]E thE]5 
3Ê imPt]OBauhE]E ]B̂  thE S]̂ SEv PE]u£]EiE ’̂ Maul s^ S 3 ; ^Eo
s]Bd h]s agÊ ^^nt̂ * h^ S 333S]̂  h]s ]0 so^ S
th]Eg a ^ ; and thcs 3 ^1*5 th]ug ]s the hÊ ao eeeê  os
mm  sou thEEE ]s bht obe 3 ^ 3  thao ^asî ' ^  and that n
meb] bse ^ae cae ooee gam tne st]23]Bg os n s !dEinEEd thEon^

• PEosS WoESŝ  ̂m  iB]l S] 29]so3EaEE as  SET IE]! QEQStâ  jE r̂ ¡so!̂ dB9 IEo  3S bosom ]e 3]!E and 33EE3ESaagny os âEsnsŝ  EaQs ese m m  so sans ms sas sEom
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s b e s ,  thEongj Rrgjng om m3ei!D®23Z5 man, Bnyy s ŝ QghBSt ess e sto a il the WoitdOiQuman bijnfSr. e*

in  anotheu essayi os ease and sim Btes  jz  EzsnEnE bseis
to SEE SBEE ibSEs Ib^  tEeme^HEEE SEE QEy EQSSIhiE! WES  SEESE*
yore uQooESsouSî  ̂and at ¡asr eosssoESiy sssiEznBQE szs mption jess
this S2B2E O! SSZS , ’ we SEEn See loom US SEE BSEEbSIQS1 of EEE
egoisEie essesee oy sob inuB^ ar  into see eommusssir  essesee oy sob 
unman saeBr see EonEEZEiQE ok eb BbstzacS*’ idea oy Man into sob » 
ttse and nssssEr Eommons ziEg  O E M a b E ib d i i i  t ee  eEBZd oy eeqse 
s e e  oy eee eeseez must neeessasiiE ebee seis q s s  seese Exists 
no sigh zi poses tsan M ass community!'' seese is soughs so bosses
lose as EEE B2o2hZs2222̂  Q! Man!

¡ bee ObEE EhEongj EEE jgEZSZ OWBl Qk QEZ EBE BE BttBSxQ0 EZEEZeE
hizz^ /  sos seese exists no gesninz szEE^am nut tEBr in B jiE j zbes
Mas EBSJ SEBSBS

WBĵ d B E BgbS  SjEEESBSE ES^S B E g  OSE B o Ê BEEẐ SZ^BOoS
ez gasE sis ¡e e  sis gzsins and an its ieqwbse  to eee szebee  oe s e e  is  
eeqzse  asd most os ssjowing measEs i* snuBS nowt is  soe 

ese to show something os eee maimzs oi mas that  sob
BaBuZnES MBSEZB ! in EISSZiQ

in  an Esar saa sees wsistZE os REhaid w eses  as man! 
noEhisg sEs cZa so a eoez3 os h bes seee s ee  un^as
SEabdbg oi EEE 25EB S35IEgS O! EEE gEBBr  EstlStlE bBEEEZBwSIStZE BE i2
wEE by one who anew and joszd e ie s se s  s i sjBsznaEEiE EEiehasd 
wagns  be m bse  teis saetes beEbes e  in tiie meisezs ssees eee 
¡oEsn&^â iEE soss e  BiBnEJ s o b  wagnzu sqeibesi sou ebes snsniEg
th5ong& SEEBE nEEbBsur ’ 383 393 EEd 239 EEd it iS SSOm ESiS SOEEBE SEES
yR sopoŝ  so s b k e  jS3 E EhEr now 5Emaibx ^ E 3 ai&  u iie  main 
saesa in eee see o^wBgbes aEE son wen anown! and ebbe sees son etses
SEE JOSES! to EZEd SBE tBEing SZEE 9 EhoEgh it ShoEld bE a îZd thEr  EoE
aj^Qh^naEE isEoszr  this task nsos EEzmsziBZ ŝ saBE a3 eszE  s gî B  
so saessi to insEanez osiB mei Fzs^zasd  piazgZaî s Ewagnz r̂ as u
knzw SiSa  EEE UBwaEEaESaEiE m E Em S l' EEd o^SOIES
wiSE So E^S|QnQiE Zx&oSẐ  IE ME! EShEo& EQISS joEg 5EBEW o^SEE book
nn see m ee numbei os tee mzisezs sos ebee!

BtasEnaBBiE seesee  is in^EZd a in^Eg and nb^asssan^Eg  a5E!Beiaa’ 
sms  s  gyBEr  genins^̂ oSe  os boose moSr masEZd pzssonaj eEasBesZir* 
isties sezma t^saaE sees  ^¡b *̂ isnz^gja^EZsŝ ’ see soeeee os whiE& sbe
OSĥ  EobsEBESbeÊ  ̂Qb 3BBES yaShomẐ  joe ElESZi! SEE E5EB nasEiE 

" peQSB WOEES! SOlI iB ÊÊ ESSIwOlE  Q̂ SEB sESEEBIE
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thugs s c ss 3323 j j j nQwe CBmEB&  the nhRfegfcie psHBsŝ rjnî :,
and ggSumR ByE BEhESr  CE aEfEE9GfEh that which SthEi mEE 33B£EEfEy
bebe Wyt us this csm5E5ssn ftsEU wib  EsEu ih  to us was he muaSr be
his BEE  mtSiS  hash nEEsE bESE f e s  abBBE IB mEE EChSE  fhts the 
see EthES S u UE BS g^SEESIji TBE EE EBHESB MB eS E  hEiE gfBEs in
a esse the ssEfEBr  e e s j  m L  which be has ieeeeie^ as "g^d n iiijj 
H "j2ei5et!2ii^̂ a wss  as uhEE BsE BEE as its the fe e c sEEESfH

■n a tHHE msgtiEai wse  cbbee sight be ebe sbes ebeie sccB5 
sSmE s mBE Buw wEE S as SB the sSBiCE 33 this fBBEi w scs 
web ass w beses ; s m itE h  ts the ssng 33 ^e. j j j 205 itsesj 
has ebb is neBEt e b b  its uttEiancEe is ns r  as sbe thas
are 3533 s b e  a csm  it is a sees  geesce aie ms es  seies  
he bbb iSBCESd sss SfLLEE r ECE S3 the whEECE the IEEE 
haimSEB sassm  iESSE^ ! S SEEEnBEg !EBE SH Eth wBsEhE basisi

B^heaif  shs m ahspifnE 33 his beings  says E!BBEBaRRji  hsws 
fhOEBtlsS wEs this gtgLQE^ ^  fŜ OmSiBEf̂  IBB UES&SSCESÊ  \
ACCSS in^  SB his sBj  wSiES hE wEs LifEEh E B ShE pumar 3SiCE S3 
5BH BS ,  e js  ij  s iLE i SB iSgaiE Shis 3SiCE IB it! Its PBiftBD SB ShES 
UEEEiEEHie which jfE 3BCE StO ESEiB !I3E cSuts SE!B SiSc!Ei&  
iEssr â ESainiBgi Ê BSEEtSsh BX BE tEstl EBB this IE EiBgfC gO ssE  

Y E y  tsm  ths sutwaiE !I3E S^WBESEi gisw SEES gtsSmiEi BEE
gtbsmiEî ’ i s 3  obbe sbeI’ san^unhEî aEEiEg j j h e  saw h im
25U EEEh  S3E EEE EEB Sd  sSwEi S3 fh EhBE IEEBtfSh whSiE 
3thSi3E e3 B3E 3 3  fESE!** BEE Sh ShE SEhEi hEELr  SBSiE is 2EEBIEE 
wfEhfh afm I hfghES uSÊ > piEpaiE3i3Si !EssSEj EhE SBBr his 
Swh E USSHg is but I 3SS Sh S3 ShE 3ESSBE 3333EifEE' 33 ShE BSHB 3 3

EhiS S B him this BCEBBr  wSSB IE 3!! Its E BH E  SEn Ei 5 3
I ShEr BEBEr iEBChEE ShE CSB^̂ SÛ iE^  S3 ShE |E3EiB3EB mfESlj 
fh fts au^ t EEEi  hsSM SSŜ  FShSwing USSE Ehf̂ ; EiE [̂EERB
bUSEEr  sSmE SSiEc S3 ShE LiawE 3iSm ShE sEEScr  which BE 
BIB ahB 3aBfhh ^̂BEiE that kESSEEgE whfEh hEB bECSmE 3Si 
him I iEBgfSUE fntEftfSnĵ > he3SiE '̂ hS&EVEî * i sue  thEsE wEi23 »̂ i
m e  bkE SECE 3 E ir SB iE3Et SS ShE BEt!E bSSk 3iSm which i hiBE
ahsaa^ qssEEur  as ■ ebeie tinE a ys^wagnEijr EcEESEncE which
is sS ismaikBb!E Shir SEE 3EE!s fn^iECtfBE!̂  EhiS BSEs BE IEB ShE auEhSE 
S3 Lfght  SB She lEES BEBE SSUChEE EESj  ShE sEmE sSEiCE S3 
msEfB EfSEi*

Tn^ UhBECB3iESEE& S^^Eĥ EEEEEt iSB!̂ 1 S3̂ ]EnjE IBE
ShE EEBbEiBtE BEES&Ŝ t mBEE b^asmE tE^BmSE^BEB Ê 3SnSEiBÊ e EBSiSiuj1
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FOEEO&iUg upon this ■EES gS33EES sOUtempEEEEEE of SEE abEtsaEB  
EOmes Og sense 3  SEEEkEEssE  2EIE& m kEr  the 20EEd a Hggfei and
e s  a sees eseEtEEUB feee ie makiug see attempt* bee gase on lee 
iseiEbEE msstess 3  ees 02n oESEeS' ueeuees  see mad ei& seei 33 502
2222 is eese SEEEEdEthE 30203 13031 tO SEEE On EIE (aUEE* iE 2 0202203
adgeî » k e  tEe East tssas men go see  2 22 œ e
between  peeeseue6 and pees seesEs sosESEEhEps au eqqeeez 3  z e e ;  sue
SEES is enOu^  tO hEEE SuE EEs 333ZE SEES 22  fast BBBEB  iE tEE
wOijB os 0 3 3 32 ' h e  ees espeseu see  2023 3  seeeìee too groatOr
^  l l l This 20? EEE n^EtmS E  2hIEtf SyZEd buEEE? S EtOSE
seopeese ee l ueses  sompaEE tEE eeoee 2 i*h  weee was s  weeese
Out OfE!  O2E EsEEE^ ĉ S IE E E  OudEEEE uaESE SEU2 2EEE2 SŒ EE
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Coming at last to the Mythology itself, I feel a difficulty where to 
begin. At best it is but a fragment that I can deal with on the present 
occasion. I will just give the barest outline of the system ; then invite 
your study of the two chief gods, Odin and Thor, and conclude with 
one or two stories that are full of Theosophic idea*.

The Secret Doctrine will best give us our outline. There it is said 
“ The Ases (or Esir), the rulers of the world which preceded ours, create 
the whole visible world from the remains of the slain giant Y m ir; but 
they do not create man, but only his form from the Ask or Ash tree. 
Odin endows him with life and soul, after Lodur has given him blood 
and bones. Finally, Honir furnishes him with intellect (manas) and 
conscious senses.

“ The tree Yggdrasil is man himself, and the serpents dwelling in 
each, the conscious mind, the connecting link between spirit and matter, 
heaven and earth.“

Here is Rydberg’s more detailed statement of the same idea of 
man’s evolution as picked out of the various sagas :—

“ Man consists of six elements.
“ These six elements, united into one in human nature, were of 

course, constant in reciprocal activity. The personal kernel, is on the 
one hand influenced by the spirit, and on the other by the animal, 
vegetative and corporal elements, and the personality being endowed 
with will, it is responsible for the result of this reciprocal activity. I f  
the spirit became superior to the other elements then it penetrates and 
sanctifies not only the personal kernel, but also the animal, vegetative, 
and corporal elements. Then human nature becomes a being that may 
be called divine and deserves divine honour.

(2.) “ The elements of the dead buried in the grave continued for 
more or less time their reciprocal activity. This alter ego of the 
deceased retained his character.

(3.) “  The idea of a regeneration was not foreign to the faith of the 
Teutonic heathens. To judge from the very few statements we have on 
this point, it would seem that it was only the very best and the very 
worst who were born anew in the present world.” (Olaf Geirstad-alf= 
Olaf the Saint.)

Here then we have a detailed account of man’s nature, found 
in Norse Mythology, that corresponds, so far as it goes, with the 
account given in Theosophical literature. The lower side of mind— 
that aspect of it which is earthward, that which Paul the Apostle, so 
forcibly describes as the “ carnal mind” —is not overlooked in the

Original from

HARVARD UNIVERSITY



50 T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  T H E O S O P H IS T .

Norse explanation of man’s make-up. For that well-known bird the 
Stork is Honir*s emblem.* The stork, that is one moment wading in 
the filth and mud of the earth ; the next flying aloft in the Heavens ! 
Such delicate discrimination of ethical ideas had our Norse ancestors, 
who, in popular belief, have been regarded as barbarous Vikings and 
plunderers, whose chief taste was to drink out of the skulls of their 
enemies !

Now let us consider the two chief gods described in Norse Mytho­
logy— Odin and Thor. But first I would impress on your minds that 
these gods were in no sense idols. Indeed no ancient race was more 
free from the worship of the outward than were our Northern ancestors. 
The gods of the Norse people must be looked upon rather as aspects of 
the One Divine, if we are to understand them. That One that the wis­
dom religion asserts is to be found rooted in the religions of all races at 
all times.

The chief of the Norse gods was undoubtedly Odin, or Woden as 
he was called in England. He is described as the father of gods and men, 
the all-powerful, all-penetrating being, the grace-bestowing god. At 
other times he is called the stormful, the terror-striking, who sends a 
thrill through nature. He is said to be “ one-eyed.” (“ If thiue eye 
be single thy whole body shall be full of light.” ) It was his custom 
when he sent his men to war, or on some errand, to lay his hands on 
their head and give them bjanak (bread). Then there is another signi­
ficant thing said in connection with Odin. The space between the 
thumb and forefinger extended was one of his signs, or symbols. This, 
you wTill observe, makes the rude outline of a triangle. A  little story 
from the sagas will illustrate this idea further. A  certain man sought 
Odin. He came to a citadel. After answering sundry questions from the 
doorkeeper he was allowed to enter. Entering he came to a Hall— 
Odin’s Hall, and saw not one throne but three thrones, and upon each of 
these was a chief. Asking their names he received an answer indicat­
ing that none of the three alone was Odin, but that Odin who was able 
to turn man’s vision, was present in them all—Odin the Thrice highest

W i l l i a m  J a m e s o n .
( To be continued.)

* H o n ir, a s  a lre a d y  p o in ted  o u t, en d o w s m an  w ith  m ind.
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maantim^ EzszEEing thEEs s e e  sasEZ' seeeeze szEUEEr  to the ueeecezs
2EE5S EBESs

TEE UEEEcEES ShEs tEUr a EUEgZ EEmEZE Os SESStEUEr Os EhZ EEgEZSE
ebsb Os sees uee hasa! daring a ssuce os muas seues  
EEEn uccas oEa^  to Obtain es prasEE sEaEEsa r̂ thas dasEEE in eee sub
osEaES iBE sm M ' SE EnstEtEt3snE seese saQiE^ eez^que a^haaEti  
ThEEBEBsE r  sEEB tEEM^^BEZUr dzgEZB jmpzEsoaajE nE
saEa, ee moat os the cusss uimESt asactES EZSsoais^  to. in  sact! ss 
esucees as to asggaar  and asmoat dEmoa3EUtBe an ee the
SBCEPEEnE Os EhE PEUSZEi * IE sOEEd SsEm SEES is the PEUSZB u X EEOEgEB
anoEgh ueeeEi’ sackEd es auEnaSr dziiEZ and coaczntEUEiEE! eee
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Original from

HARVARD UNIVERSITY



52
i  for toe EBSESiBeSr see ebbe osoa pers er se these bee bes? oeeBB ox es, bb b̂beh DQhe EeEEgstEeBeeO1 aes exBBESiBE s  ebe sseuui’ ebe sEEEueeeB ebbs ebb esse toeI BESEBE E  SBdr OBE PSBSBsEs SsBPBOBff Seth GSE3ES' BSOEB SEE  ESe OSE CEEiStEaXi  infej psee aeo bboeei» ebb as sbe bboeB’ seib PsaEi abb see bee «h  a Bu SEEa 
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Some may question whether this was a legitimate attempt; I think 
it was, taking it of course as an act of will.

The question must be left for each one to settle for himself; 
meantime we will add another example, this one from the note-book of 
Canon Knox Little : —

'* A fam ily, co n sis tin g -o f a  n u m b er o f  ch ild ren , h a d  been  b ro u g h t up  by  p a re n ts  w ho 
“  h a d  v e ry  ‘ f r e e ’ id ea s  a s  to  th e  D ivine re v e la tio n  an d  th e  te a c h in g  o f th e  C h urch . 
“  T h e  ch ild ren , v a ry in g  in a g e  from  seven  o r  e ig h t to  one  o r tw o  a n d  tw e n ty  y e a rs ,  had* 
“  one w ay  o r  a n o th e r , been  a ro u se d  to  th e  te a c h in g  o f S c rip tu re  a n d  d e s ired  to  be 
“  b a p tise d . T h e  fa th e r  p o in t-b lan k  re fu sed  to  p e rm it it. T h e  o ld e r m em b ers o f  th e  
“  fam ily  c o n su lted  a  c le rg y m a n . H e  felt s tro n g ly  th e  fo rce  o f  th e  fifth co m m an d m en t 
“  a n d  a d v ised  th em  n o t to  a c t  in h a s te , to  rea lise  th a t  d ifficulties d o  freq u en tly  a r is e  
“  from  co n flic tin g  d u tie s , a n d  a b o v e  all to  p ra y  T h e  c le rg y m a n  a sk e d  a  n u m b er o f  
“  d ev o u t C h ris tia n s  to  m ak e  th e  m a tte r  a  su b je c t o f  p ra y e r . T h e y  did. In  a b o u t th re e  
“  w e ek s  th e  fa th e r  ca lled  upon th is  v e ry  c le rg y m a n  an d  a sk e d  him  to  b a p tise  h is 
14 ch ild ren . T h e  c le rg y m a n  e x p re sse d  h is a s to n ish m e n t, b e liev in g  th a t  h e  w as  opp o sed  
“  to  it. T h e  fa th e r  a n sw e re d  th a t th a t  w'as tru e , but he  h a d  c h a n g e d  h is m ind. H e  
“  cou ld  n o t «ay p rec ise ly  w hy, bu t he  th o u g h t h is c h ild ren  o u g h t to  b e  b a p tise d . T h ey  
“  w e re , a n d  he, by  h is ow n w ish , w as p re se n t a n d  m o st d ev o u t a t  th e  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  
“ th e  s a c ra m e n t o f  b a p tism .”

I would strongly suggest that Christians should classify the in­
teresting examples given, instead of vaguely lumping them all together 
as cases of answers to prayer. Each tells its own special story, and the 
next is peculiarly instructive. I think it must happen to all of us some­
times that, without knowing why, we are uneasy or the prey to an 
undefined state of fear. A cloud darkens the peace of the inner life. It 
is best to take no notice of it, and insist that it shall not come between 
ourselves and the light. It feels like, but is not, the pricking of 
conscience for an unexpiated but expiable fault. Searching about 
then, in the lumber-rooms of consciousness, “  looking behind,”  we 
presently do light upon some trifle, and by the time we have attended to- 
this the cloud is gone and peace has returned. But instead of conquer­
ing the fear by rejecting it, we have made its return at some future date 
absolutely certain.

This story comes from Canon Knox Little :—
“ A  p e rso n  o f  re a l e a rn e s tn e s s  in re lig io u s q u estio n s , a n d  o n e  w ho g a v e  tim e an d  

“  s tre n g th  fo r a d v a n c in g  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G od , som e y e a rs  a g o  b ecam e  re s tle ss  a n d  
** unsa tis fied  in sp iritu a l m a tte rs , fa ilin g  to  enjoy p eacefu l com m union  w ith  G od , an d  
“  g e n e ra lly  u p se t a n d  u n easy . T h e  a d v ic e  o f  a  g o o d  c le rg y m a n  w a s  a sk e d , a n d  a f te r  
“  m an y  co n v e rsa tio n s  on  th e  su b jec t, he  u rg e d  s te a d y  e a rn e s t  p ra y e r  fo r lig h t, a n d  
“  a g re e d  h im self to  m ak e  th e  m a tte r  a  su b je c t o f  p ra y e r . W ith in  a  fo r tn ig h t, a f te r  an  
“  e a rn e s t m id d ay  p ra y e r , it w as d e c la re d  by  th is  tro u b led  soul th a t  it h a d  b een  c le a rly  

b o rn e  in upon  th e  m ind th a t  th e  s a c ra m e n t o f  b ap tism  h a d  n e v e r  b een  rece iv ed . 
“  Inq u iry  w a s  m ad e , a n d  a f te r  m uch c a re fu l in v es tig a tio n  it w a s  found th a t  w hile e v ery  
“  o th e r  m em b er o f  a  la rg e  fam ily h ad  been  b a p tise d , in th is  c a se  th e  sa c ra m e n t h ad  
“  b een  n e g le c te d  o w in g  to  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  m o th e r, a n d  th e  ch ild  b e in g  c o m m itte d  to-
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esse ¡ss s s  SEs sjd^  a^  EsrEjEaEae p^lSe ’̂ see ^ qj ¡h^^B

Digitized by
Original from

HARVARD UNIVERSITY



55PR A Y ER  OR W IL L ?

A few  y e a rs  a g o , a  c le rg y m a n  in L ondon  h a d  been  inv ited  to  v isit a  friend  fo r o n e  
'n ig h t in th e  c o u n try  in o rd e r  to  m ee t a n  o ld  frien d  w hom  h e  h a d  n o t seen  fo r long . I t  
w a s  b i t te r  w in te r  w e a th e r  an d  h e  d e c id ed  n o t to  g o . W a lk in g  h is p a rish  in th e  a f te r ­
n o o n , he  be lieved  th a t  a  vo ice  th re e  t im e s  u rg e d  him  to  g o . H e  h u rried ly  c h a n g e d  h is 
a r ra n g e m e n ts  a n d  w en t. T h e  sn o w  w a s  trem en d o u s ly  d eep , a n d  th e  h o u se  o f h is friend , 
so m e  m iles from  th e  ra ilw a y  s ta tio n , w a s  re a c h e d  w ith  difficulty. In  th e  co u rse  o f  th e  
n ig h t th e  c le rg y m a n  w a s  ro u se d  from  s leep  by  th e  b u tle r, w ho b e g g e d  him  to  g o  a n d  
v isit a  g ro o m  in th e  se rv ice  o f  th e  fam ily , w h o  w a s  ill a n d  4< like  to  d ie .” C ro ss in g  a  
field p a th  w ith  difficulty, a s  th e  sn o w  w a s  v e ry  d e ep , th e y  re a c h e d  th e  p o o r m a n ’s 
house . H e  h a d  been  in a g o n y  o f  m ind a n d  lo n g ed  to  see  a  c le rg y m a n . W h en  it w as  
found  im possib le to  fe tch  th e  n e a re s t  c le rg y m a n  o w in g  to  th e  im p assab le  s ta te  o f  th e  
ro a d s , h e  h a d  p ra y e d  e a rn e s tly  th a t one  m ig h t be  se n t to  him . T h e  p o o r fellow  d ied  in 
th e  c le rg y m a n ’s a rm s  in th e  e a r ly  m o rn in g , m uch  co m fo rted  a n d  in g r e a t  p eace .

A s tra n g e ly  sim ila r c a se  h a p p en e d  m o re  recen tly . An A m erican  g e n tle m a n  tra v e l­
lin g  in E u ro p e  w a s  ta k e n  su d d en ly  a n d  se rio u sly  ill in o n e  o f o u r n o rth e rn  tow ns. T h e  
d a y  b e fo re  th is  h ap p en ed , a  c le rg y m a n , w ho w as a t  a  d is tan c e  in th e  c o u n try , w as  
se ized  w ith  a  su d d en  a n d  u n a cc o u n ta b le  d e s ire  to  v isit th is  v e ry  tow n. H e  h a d  no id ea  
w hy, b u t p ra y e d  fo r g u id a n c e  in th e  m a tte r , a n d  finally felt co n v in ced  th a t  h e  m u st g o . 
H a v in g  s ta y e d  th e  n ig h t th e re  he  w as  a b o u t to  re tu rn  hom e, ra th e r  inclined  to  th in k  

■himself a  v e ry  foolish p e rso n , w hen  a  w a ite r  in th e  h o te l b ro u g h t him  a n  A m erican  
la d y ’s  c a rd , a n d  sa id  th a t  th e  lad y  w ished  to  see  him . H e  w as th e  only E n g lish  c le rg y ­
m an  o t w hom  sh e  an d  h e r  h u sb an d  h a d  a n y  k n o w le d g e . T h e y  h a d  h a p p en e d  to  h e a r  
him  p re a c h  in A m erica . S he  h a d  no id ea  w h ere  h e  lived , b u t w hen h e r  h u sb a n d  w as 
■taken ill sh e  a n d  h e r  d a u g h te r  h ad  p ra y e d  th a t  he m ig h t be  se n t to  th em . O n  inquiry , 
s t r a n g e  to  sa y , h e  w as found to  b e  in th e  h o te l, a n d  w a s  a b le  to  re n d e r  so m e a s s is ta n c e  
to  th e  p o o r su fferer, w ho  d ied  in a  few  h o u rs , a n d  to  h is su rv iv in g  a n d  m o u rn in g  
re la tiv e s .

H. F.

TH R O U G H  M A N Y  PRISM S.

IN TR O D U C TO R Y  W ORDS.

T h e  golden rays of the flaming sun, piercing thro’ the dewdrop or 
the diamond, sing to us of their radiant home, voicing their heavenly 
theme in notes not of sound but colour. This we know and are familiar 
with: yet the analogue of the sun of truth or wisdom, illuminating the 
human soul— “ heaven’s dewdrop” —is not so often thought of, nor its 
truthfulness perceived. A  sympathetic study of the wisest utterances 
of peoples old and new, will inevitably lead us to this conclusion, that 
the Divine in Nature has ever had its spokesman in the Divine in Man, 
that in every age the Supreme has been sought—and found; and that 
ever the same vital truths have been known and expressed, varying 
only from age to age (but important is this “ only” ), in what we may 
•express as “ colour.”

The age colours the thought of the age; or, shall we say, the “ age” 
is an expression of the dominant colour of the thought of mankind at 
that epoch, at that stage of its general development. We find therefore
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5» T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  T H E O SO PH IS T .

c la s s e s ; a n d  th a t  ev ery  n o b lem an ’s incom e should  be  p a id  to  him  a s  a  fixed  sa la ry  o r  
pension  by th e  n a t io n ; a n d  n o t squeezed  by him  in v a riab le  sum s, a t  d isc re tio n , o u t o f  
th e  te n a n ts  o f  h is land . B ut if  you co u ld  g e t  su ch  a  law  p a sse d  to -m orrow , a n d  if* 
w hich  w ould be  fa rth e r  n e ce ssa ry , you cou ld  fix th e  va lue  o f th e  a ss ig n e d  incom es by 
m ak in g  a  g iv en  w e ig h t o f  p u re  b re a d  fo r a  g iv en  sum , a  tw e lv e  m on th  w ould not p a ss  
be fo re  a n o th e r  c u rre n c y  w ould  h av e  been  tac itly  e stab lish e d , a n d  th e  p o w er o f  accum u 
la te d  w ealth  w ould  have  re -a s s e r te d  itse lf  in som e o th e r  a rtic le , o r  som e o th e r  im ag in ary  
sig n . T h e re  is only one cu re  for public  d is tre s s—an d  th a t is public  ed u ca tio n , d irec te d  to  
m ak e  m en th o u g h tfu l, m erciful, a n d  ju s t .  T h e re  a re , in deed , m any  law s conceivab le, 
w hich  w ould g ra d u a lly  b e tte r  a n d  s tre n g th e n  th e  n a tio n a l te m p e r; but, for th e  m ost 
p a r t,  th ey  a re  such  a s  th e  n a tio n a l tem p e r m ust be  m uch b e tte re d  be fo re  it w ould  bear. 
A n a tio n  in its  y o u th  m ay  be he lp ed  by  law s, a s  a  w eak  ch ild  by b a c k b o a rd s , bu t w hen 
it is old it c an n o t th a t w ay  s tre n g th e n  its c ro o k ed  spine.

R u s k i n  : S e sa m e  and Lilies.

F E L L O W  - W O RK ERS.

W e  have received the following account of a Brotherhood League 
from Dr. Bertha Skeat, its foundress, and we note its work with the 
greatest pleasure and sympathy. Less wide in its scope than, and on a 
somewhat different basis from, the International Brotherhood League, 
founded by Mrs. Tingley, and now spreading quickly in many countries,, 
it is yet one more manifestation of the spirit of Brotherhood which will 
in the next few years have universally touched the hearts of men. W e  
wish it all success, and refer those interested to Dr. Skeat, at the County 
Girls* School, Llandovery, South Wales.

She writes:—
T h e  L ea g u e  of “ th e  In te rn a tio n a l B ro th erh o o d  ” w as founded by m y se lf in M arch , 

1897, a f te r  I h a d  sp en t th e  w in te r  s tu d y in g  a t  th e  U n iv ersity  o f  Z u rich , fo r th e  D e g re e  
o f D o c to r o f  Ph ilosophy . F in d in g  th a t  m y fe llow -studen ts w e re  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f  
v a rio u s n a tio n s, a s  Sw iss, G e rm an s, E n g lish , A m ericans, R uss ian s, F ren ch , a n d  o th e rs , 
a n d  th a t  th e re  w as  a  s tro n g  te n d e n cy  fo r th e  d ifferen t n a tio n s  to  form  se p a ra te  s tu d e n ts ’ 
c lubs, it o c cu rre d  to  m e th a t  m an y  o f  U9 w ould  h av e  found a  s tu d e n ts ’ leag u e , on a  
th o ro u g h ly  in te rn a tio n a l basis , fa r  m o re  helpful th an  c lubs fo r e ach  s e p a ra te  na tio n a lity . 
O n  fu r th e r  co n sid e ra tio n  it a p p e a re d  ad v isab le  not to  lim it th is  form  o f  union to  
U n iv ersity  s tu d e n ts  only, a s  it cou ld  m an ifestly  be  useful to  E n g lish  p e rso n s  re s id in g  
a b ro a d  fo r s tu d y , te a c h in g , official o r  busin ess  p u rp o ses, a s  a lso  to  fo re ig n e rs  re s id en t 
in E n g la n d  fo r sim ila r reaso n s . R esu lts  h a v e  show n th a t  ind iv iduals b e lo n g in g  to  th e  
m a tu re r  sec tio n  o f  th e  com m unity  h av e  been  a m o n g  th e  first to  rea lise  th e  benefit to  a ll 
o f  su ch  a  bond  o f un ion , an d  to  com e fo rw ard  w ith  re a d y  a n d  d is in te re s ted  offers o F  
helpfu lness.

T h e  B ro th erh o o d  now  co n sis ts  o f  o v e r s ix ty  m em bers, re p re se n tin g  th e  n a tio n s  o f  
E n g la n d , S co tlan d , I re la n d , A m erica , F ra n c e , G e rm an y , S w itzerlan d , N o rw ay , D en ­
m ark , H o lland , Ice lan d , Ita ly , R u ssia , T u rk ey , In d ia , T h e  S tra its , S. A frica . T he- 
o b je c ts  o f  th e  L ea g u e  a re , firstly , to  help  all in n eed  o f  help— m o n e ta ry  a id  b e in g  
s tr ic tly  ex c lu d ed  ; seco n d ly , to  e n c o u ra g e  m em b ers to  m ain ta in  th e  id ea l o f  th e ir  
n a tio n a l c h a ra c te r  w hen  re s id in g  a b ro a d  ; th ird ly , by  p e rso n a l influence to  b r in g  ab o u t 
a  c lo se r fe llo w -fee lin g  b e tw een  na tio n s, a n d  so  p re p a re  th e  w ay  fo r In te rn a tio n a l 
A rb itra tio n  to  ta k e  th e  p lace  of w ar.
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bSOEE IE auEsm 3Ej Ee  WEEIS SEIf ST 25322 5?’ S3

B ^B g E V a E  g IE S
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