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THEOSOPHY IN NORSE LEGEND. 49

Coming at last to the Mythology itself, | feel a difficulty where to
begin. At best it is but a fragment that I can deal with on the present
occasion. | will just give the barest outline of the system ; then invite
your study of the two chief gods, Odin and Thor, and conclude with
one or two stories that are full of Theosophic idea*.

The Secret Doctrine will best give us our outline. There it is said
* The Ases (or Esir), the rulers of the world which preceded ours, create
the whole visible world from the remains of the slain giant Ym ir; but
they do not create man, but only his form from the Ask or Ash tree.
Odin endows him with life and soul, after Lodur has given him blood
and bones. Finally, Honir furnishes him with intellect (manas) and
conscious senses.

“The tree Yggdrasil is man himself, and the serpents dwelling in
each, the conscious mind, the connecting link between spirit and matter,
heaven and earth.”

Here is Rydberg’'s more detailed statement of the same idea of
man’s evolution as picked out of the various sagas .—

“ Man consists of six elements.

“ These six elements, united into one in human nature, were of
course, constant in reciprocal activity. The personal kernel, is on the
one hand influenced by the spirit, and on the other by the animal,
vegetative and corporal elements, and the personality being endowed
with will, it is responsible for the result of this reciprocal activity. |If
the spirit became superior to the other elements then it penetrates and
sanctifies not only the personal kernel, but also the animal, vegetative,
and corporal elements. Then human nature becomes a being that may
be called divine and deserves divine honour.

(2.) “ The elements of the dead buried in the grave continued for
more or less time their reciprocal activity. This alter ego of the
deceased retained his character.

(3.) “ The idea of a regeneration was not foreign to the faith of the
Teutonic heathens. To judge from the very few statements we have on
this point, it would seem that it was only the very best and the very
worst who were born anew in the present world.” (Olaf Geirstad-alf=
Olaf the Saint.)

Here then we have a detailed account of man’s nature, found
in Norse Mythology, that corresponds, so far as it goes, with the
account given in Theosophical literature. The lower side of mind—
that aspect of it which is earthward, that which Paul the Apostle, so
forcibly describes as the “ carnal mind”—is not overlooked in the
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50 THE INTERNATIONAL THEOSOPHIST.

Norse explanation of man’'s make-up. For that well-known bird the
Stork is Honir*s emblem.* The stork, that is one moment wading in
the filth and mud of the earth ; the next flying aloft in the Heavens !
Such delicate discrimination of ethical ideas had our Norse ancestors,
who, in popular belief, have been regarded as barbarous Vikings and
plunderers, whose chief taste was to drink out of the skulls of their
enemies !

Now let us consider the two chief gods described in Norse Mytho-
logy—Odin and Thor. But first I would impress on your minds that
these gods were in no sense idols. Indeed no ancient race was more
free from the worship of the outward than were our Northern ancestors.
The gods of the Norse people must be looked upon rather as aspects of
the One Divine, if we are to understand them. That One that the wis-
dom religion asserts is to be found rooted in the religions of all races at
all times.

The chief of the Norse gods was undoubtedly Odin, or Woden as
he was called in England. He is described as the father of gods and men,
the all-powerful, all-penetrating being, the grace-bestowing god. At
other times he is called the stormful, the terror-striking, who sends a
thrill through nature. He is said to be “one-eyed.” (“ If thiue eye
be single thy whole body shall be full of light.”) It was his custom
when he sent his men to war, or on some errand, to lay his hands on
their head and give them bjanak (bread). Then there is another signi-
ficant thing said in connection with Odin. The space between the
thumb and forefinger extended was one of his signs, or symbols. This,
you will observe, makes the rude outline of a triangle. A little story
from the sagas will illustrate this idea further. A certain man sought
Odin. He came to acitadel. After answering sundry questions from the
doorkeeper he was allowed to enter. Entering he came to a Hall—
Odin’s Hall, and saw not one throne but three thrones, and upon each of
these was a chief. Asking their names he received an answer indicat-
ing that none of the three alone was Odin, but that Odin who was able
to turn man'’s vision, was present in them all—Odin the Thrice highest

W illiam Jameson.

( To be continued.)

*Honir, as already pointed out, endows man with mind.
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PRAYER OR WILL? 53

Some may question whether this was a legitimate attempt; | think
it was, taking it of course as an act of will.

The question must be left for each one to settle for himself;
meantime we will add another example, this one from the note-book of

Canon Knox Little :—

*A family, consisting-of a number of children, had been brought up by parents who
“ had very ‘free’ideas as to the Divine revelation and the teaching of the Church.
“ The children, varying in age from seven or eight to one or two and twenty years, had*
one way or another, been aroused to the teaching of Scripture and desired to be
baptised. The father point-blank refused to permit it. The older members of the
family consulted a clergyman. He felt strongly the force of the fifth commandment
and advised them not to act in haste, to realise that difficulties do frequently arise
from conflicting duties, and above all to pray The clergyman asked a number of
devout Christians to make the matter a subject of prayer. They did. In about three
weeks the father called upon this very clergyman and asked him to baptise his
1 children. The clergyman expressed his astonishment, believing that he was opposed
“ to it. The father answered that that w'as true, but he had changed his mind. He
“ could not «ay precisely why, but he thought his children ought to be baptised. They
“ were, and he, by his own wish, was present and most devout at the administration of
“ the sacrament of baptism.”

I would strongly suggest that Christians should classify the in-
teresting examples given, instead of vaguely lumping them all together
as cases of answers to prayer. Each tells its own special story, and the
next is peculiarly instructive. | think it must happen to all of us some-
times that, without knowing why, we are uneasy or the prey to an
undefined state of fear. A cloud darkens the peace of the inner life. It
is best to take no notice of it, and insist that it shall not come between
ourselves and the light. It feels like, but is not, the pricking of
conscience for an unexpiated but expiable fault. Searching about
then, in the lumber-rooms of consciousness, “ looking behind,” we
presently do light upon some trifle, and by the time we have attended to-
this the cloud is gone and peace has returned. But instead of conquer-
ing the fear by rejecting it, we have made its return at some future date

absolutely certain.

This story comes from Canon Knox Little :—

“ A person of real earnestness in religious questions, and one who gave time and
“ strength for advancing the kingdom of God, some years ago became restless and
**unsatisfied in spiritual matters, failing to enjoy peaceful communion with God, and
“ generally upset and uneasy. The advice ofa good clergyman was asked, and after
“ many conversations on the subject, he urged steady earnest prayer for light, and
“ agreed himselfto make the matter a subject of prayer.  Within a fortnight, after an
earnest midday prayer, it was declared by this troubled soul that it had been clearly
borne in upon the mind that the sacrament of baptism had never been received.
Inquiry was made, and after much careful investigation it was found that while every
other member ofa large family had been baptised, in this case the sacrament had
been neglected owing to the death of the mother, and the child being committed to-
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PRAYER OR WILL? 55

A few years ago, a clergyman in London had been invited to visit a friend for one
‘night in the country in order to meet an old friend whom he had not seen for long. It
was bitter winter weather and he decided not to go. W alking his parish in the after-
noon, he believed that a voice three times urged him to go. He hurriedly changed his
arrangements and went. The snow was tremendously deep, and the house of his friend,
some miles from the railway station, was reached with difficulty. In the course of the
night the clergyman was roused from sleep by the butler, who begged him to go and
visit a groom in the service of the family, who was ill and &like to die.” Crossing a
field path with difficulty, as the snow was very deep, they reached the poor man’s
house. He had been in agony of mind and longed to see a clergyman. When it was
found impossible to fetch the nearest clergyman owing to the impassable state of the
roads, he had prayed earnestly that one might be sent to him. The poor fellow died in
the clergyman’s arms in the early morning, much comforted and in great peace.

A strangely similar case happened more recently. An American gentleman travel-
ling in Europe was taken suddenly and seriously ill in one of our northern towns. The
day before this happened, a clergyman, who was at a distance in the country, was
seized with a sudden and unaccountable desire to visit this very town. He had no idea
why, but prayed for guidance in the matter, and finally felt convinced that he must go.
Having stayed the night there he was about to return home, rather inclined to think
mhimself a very foolish person, when a waiter in the hotel brought him an American
lady’s card, and said that the lady wished to see him. He was the only English clergy-
man ot whom she and her husband had any knowledge. They had happened to hear
him preach in America. She had no idea where he lived, but when her husband was
mtaken ill she and her daughter had prayed that he might be sent to them. On inquiry,
strange to say, he was found to be in the hotel, and was able to render some assistance
to the poor sufferer, who died in a few hours, and to his surviving and mourning

relatives.
H. F.

THROUGH MANY PRISMS.
INTRODUCTORY WORDS.

T he golden rays of the flaming sun, piercing thro’ the dewdrop or
the diamond, sing to us of their radiant home, voicing their heavenly
theme in notes not of sound but colour. This we know and are familiar
with: yet the analogue of the sun of truth or wisdom, illuminating the
human soul—* heaven’s dewdrop” —is not so often thought of, nor its
truthfulness perceived. A sympathetic study of the wisest utterances
of peoples old and new, will inevitably lead us to this conclusion, that
the Divine in Nature has ever had its spokesman in the Divine in Man,
that in every age the Supreme has been sought—and found; and that
ever the same vital truths have been known and expressed, varying
only from age to age (but important is this “only”), in what we may
sexpress as “ colour.”

The age colours the thought of the age; or, shall we say, the “age”
is an expression of the dominant colour of the thought of mankind at
that epoch, at that stage of its general development. We find therefore
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5» THE INTERNATIONAL THEOSOPHIST.

classes; and that every nobleman’s income should be paid to him as a fixed salary or
pension by the nation; and not squeezed by him in variable sums, at discretion, out of
the tenants of his land. But if you could get such a law passed to-morrow, and if*
which would be farther necessary, you could fix the value of the assigned incomes by
making a given weight of pure bread for a given sum, a twelve month would not pass
before another currency would have been tacitly established, and the power of accumu

lated wealth would have re-asserted itself in some other article, or some other imaginary
sign. There isonly one cure for public distress—and that is public education, directed to
make men thoughtful, merciful, and just. There are, indeed, many laws conceivable,
which would gradually better and strengthen the national temper; but, for the most
part, they are such as the national temper must be much bettered before it would bear.
A nation in its youth may be helped by laws, as a weak child by backboards, but when
it is old it cannot that way strengthen its crooked spine.

Ruskin : Sesame and Lilies.

FELLOW -WORKERS.

We have received the following account of a Brotherhood League
from Dr. Bertha Skeat, its foundress, and we note its work with the
greatest pleasure and sympathy. Less wide in its scope than, and on a
somewhat different basis from, the International Brotherhood League,
founded by Mrs. Tingley, and now spreading quickly in many countries,,
it is yet one more manifestation of the spirit of Brotherhood which will
in the next few years have universally touched the hearts of men. We
wish it all success, and refer those interested to Dr. Skeat, at the County
Girls* School, Llandovery, South Wales.

She writes:—

The League of “ the International Brotherhood ” was founded by myselfin March,
1897, after | had spent the winter studying at the University of Zurich, for the Degree
of Doctor of Philosophy. Finding that my fellow-students were representative of
various nations, as Swiss, Germans, English, Americans, Russians, French, and others,
and that there was a strong tendency for the different nations to form separate students’
clubs, it occurred to me that many of U9 would have found a students’ league, on a
thoroughly international basis, far more helpful than clubs for each separate nationality.
On further consideration it appeared advisable not to limit this form of union to
University students only, as it could manifestly be useful to English persons residing
abroad for study, teaching, official or business purposes, as also to foreigners resident
in England for similar reasons. Results have shown that individuals belonging to the
maturer section of the community have been among the firstto realise the benefit to all
of such a bond of union, and to come forward with ready and disinterested offers oF
helpfulness.

The Brotherhood now consists of over sixty members, representing the nations of
England, Scotland, Ireland, America, France, Germany, Switzerland, Norway, Den-
mark, Holland, Iceland, Italy, Russia, Turkey, India, The Straits, S. Africa. The-
objects of the League are, firstly, to help all in need of help—monetary aid being
strictly excluded ; secondly, to encourage members to maintain the ideal of their
national character when residing abroad ; thirdly, by personal influence to bring about
a closer fellow-feeling between nations, and so prepare the way for International
Arbitration to take the place of war.
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Patanjali’'s Yoga Aphorisms.

An Interpretation by Wiluam Q.
Judge. Printed on wood-cut paper,
uniform in size with The Bhagavad
Gita. In flexible red leather, round
corners and red edges, 3$. 6d. net.

Letters that have Helped Me.

Compiled byJ asper Niemand. Printed
on handsome super-calendered paper,
same size page as The Occa?i of Theo-
sophy. Light cloth with olive-green
side-stamp. 2s. 6d.

Septenary Man.

A Study of the Human Soul, in rela-
tion to the various vehicles, or avenues,
of Consciousness (technically known
as the Seven Principles), by means of
which it brings itself into relation with
the Outer Cosmos; including a brief
examination of Dream and the Pro-
blems of Heredity. By Jerome A.
Anderson, M.D. Paper, 25. 6d.

Reincarnation.

A Study of the Human Soul, in its
relation to rebirth, evolution, post-
mortem states, the compound nature
of man, hypnotism,-etc. Proving the
existence of the Soul, its rebirth upon
earth, its state during the intervals of
its earth-lives, etc. By Jerome A.
A nderson, M.D. Paper, 2s. 6d\ cloth.
55. net.

From a scientific standpoint, this is the
most important contribution to the literature
of Reincarnation ever printed. It is clear,
logical and conclusive, and will go far toward
breaking down the prejudice, in Western
minds, against the doctrine it advocates.

For sale by the Publishers of “ The
Street,

Dublin,

The Sermon on the Mount,

and other Extracts from the New Tes-
tament. A faithful rendering of the
original, with explanatory notes By
Aretas. Price 6d.

Songs of the Lotus Circle.

With Music. Arranged by Tregina.
Foolscap. Bound in limp linen cloth,
25. 6d. net.

The Purposes of Soul.

By Jasper Niemand. Reprinted by
permission from The Path. Post free,
2hd.

Echoes from the Orient.
A Broad Outline of Theosophical Doc-

trine. By Wm. Q. Judge. Price 25. 6d.
MAGAZINES.
Universal Brotherhood. Devoted to

the Brotherhood of Humanity, the
Theosophical Movement, Philosophy,
Science, and Art. Edited by Katherine
A. Tingley and E. A. Neresheimer.
Hs. per annum. Published monthly,
New York.

The New Century, To promulgate
the broadest teachings of Universal
Brotherhood. Edited by Katherine A.
Tingley. 9. per annum. Published
weekly. New York.

The Crusader. Devoted to the Cause
of Universal Brotherhood under the
leadership of Katherine A. Tingley.
Editor, Basil Crump. 35. per annum.
Published twice a month. London :
3 Vernon Place, Bloomsburv Square,
Ww. C.

International
Ireland.

Theosophist,” 13, Eustace

Any of the above works sent post-free o?% receipt of price.
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