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S"ECLORUM NASCITUR ORDO.

Undoubtedly something of which few of us are aware has
happened during the passage of humanity through this period, at the
entrance to which stood the squat figure of David Hume, demanding
of each man what he had carried with him so far, the clue of tradition.
An almost universal break with the past has left us in a situation in
which we must look for one of our number to take the next confident
step. A period of passive culture has come to an end : it now remains
to be seen whether humanity is still capable of evolving anything
answering to the magnificent moral and religious conceptions of the
ancients, or of affirming them independently. A Newman or a L,acor-
daire, with an abnormally developed historic sense, may dream them-
selves back into the first century of our era, but the rest of us cannot
afford to stifle the homely intuitions of commonsense: we believe, but
our belief, which concerns the things of yesterday, has hardly the value
of our shrewdness and scepticism, which concern the things of to-day.
The sun that shall rise to-day will be the same that shone yesterday,
but yesterday’s sun will not warm us. Are we then to call this cold
light of reason, to which all things are subjected, the grey dawn of a
new epoch ? The moon of theology, turned toward the distant illumi-
nation of a revealed truth, is sunk out of our sky, or lies there like a
pale wisp of cloud which nobody notices—is it that the sun is rising?
Shall we call our arts the dreams of a iiight? When we are cold, it is
noticeable that we hardly believe in warmth, and in like manner we are
disheartened because, in this cold light of science, we can discern no
possibility beyond a wire-pulled existence to-day and an annihilation
to-morrow. Is it for this that Hume roused us from our dogmatic
slumbers? The world lies like a log till a few individuals start up with
the conviction that this age has as good a right to live and rejoice as
any preceding one, and that the pain of renunciation is momentary.
Already there have been optimists amongst us, men with matutinal
thoughts, sons of the morning, whose faith is not reminiscent but
actual, and who look rather to the things which are before than to the
things which are behind. The time is at hand when the test of every
man’s faith will be no longer his opinion of what has occurred in the
past, but the truth which he can affirm out of his own nature.

For who'does not feel that to make truth entirely objective, as
positive science does, is to imply that everything in the* universe is
instinct with a meaning but man: that this aspiring, suffering and good
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DAWN.

Summer had taken a lingering farewell, and the iife of the droop-
ing leaves in the woodlands ebbed slowly away. But the unseen
presence of autumn slowly approached. Her magic breath tinged with
glory the forsaken leaves, and she tenderly weaved over them a mantle
of gold and red and bronze. Through the woodlands a winding path-
way led to a secluded and lonely glade. The branches of the trees
intertwined overhead, and through them the morning sun shone
brightly, transforming the withered leaves into shining golden flakes
as they fluttered to the ground.

There awoman paced to and fro. Suddenly she raised her arms
as if in mute appeal to the swaying boughs above her, then stood with
breath stilled and eyes intent. As from afar came a voice sternly re-
buking. “ Dost thou hope to gain victory in times of peace? Dost
thou hope to be a conqueror of life’s mighty waters while sailing on a
tranquil lake ? The victor’'s crown is won in battle. Thou must steer
and guide thy bark on troubled waves, with calmness as a beacon-light
and courage as a helm.”

The woman stood with bowed head, then with a look of despair on
her pale face, she walked towards one of the trees and leaning against
it remained motionless. Now and again around her fell a withered
leaf. Hush, hush! The quivering soul sways in anguish. Hush,
hush, ye fluttering leaves, be still! Over her head is a bud of light
struggling to open its petals. Its leaves slowly unfold. Its fragrance
wafts a cooling breeze, and peace gently falls.

* * # * #

A circle of golden mist obscured with its dazzling light all else
that lay beyond. Near her stood a marvellous green font of crystalline
transparency. Awed and entranced she gazed, for softly from its
beauty there rippled in continuous radiations a wondrous joy, and in
her heart was the tremulous flow of awakening spring. Bending over
it she gazed into its clear waters, then stooped and drank a deep
draught. And lo! she stood a glorious being in whose eyes burned
the steady flame of eternal youth. The golden mist lifted its shining
veil.

Far, far in the past she saw herself—a dreamlike self—joyous with
the happy freedom of youthful hope and trust. Ideals, untried by ex-
perience, clouded her vision on life. Slowly shadows crept across her
path. Startled and surprised she anxiously tried to thrust them aside,
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18 THE INTERNATIONAL THEOSOPHIST.

overthrow. Some members have worshipped the so-called “ Theo-
sophical Society,” thinking it to he all in all, and not properly per-
ceiving its defacto and piecemeal character as an organization.

H. P. Blavatsky herself declared that it were better to do away Wlth
the Society rather than to destroy brotherhood. . . . We have not
changed the work of H. P. B,, but enlarged it. . . . It is not Theo-
sophy nor conducive to its spread to make legal claims to. theosophical
names, symbols, and seals, so as to prevent if possible others from
using them. . . . Those who do not know true Theosophy, nor see
the difference between forms and the soul of things, will continue to
worship form and to sacrifice brotherhood to a shell.”

W. Q. Judge.

REPORT OF AMERICAN CONVENTION.

T he Convention of the T. S. A. at Chicago, on February 18th, was
one of a unique character in every respect. It presented a magnificent
spectacle to the eye-witness, and seemed like the repetition of some old
historic fight for freedom. The business details will soon reach all in
the form of a report. | will deal only with one or two features of interest

After the Convention was in proper form, and that valiant old
soldier of our good cause, Brother A. A. Purman, of Fort Wayne, was
appointed permanent chairman, a Resolution Committee of thirteen
was appointed, with power to add to their number. After they met
and pursued their deliberations for some little time Mr. Neresheimer
went before the Convention and called for additions to the number of
the Committee to consider important matters on their hands. When
settled down the Committee was composed of forty-one members from
different parts of the country. This representative body considered
carefully the Resolutions, Proclamation, and Universal Brotherhood
and Theosophical Society in America Constitution, as printed in The
Crusader, and decided unanimously to present the same to Convention
for adoption. This was done with the result that 290 voted for, and 24
against the resolutions. The session was a prolonged one, lasting from
ten till two, and a motion was made to adjourn till next morning at
nine o'clock. Since the Convention an effort has been made to show
that the Resolution Committee was not unanimous, but that is contrary
to fact. Judge McBride spoke entirely out of order on a motion passed
unanimously, and was given permission to speak as a matter of privi-
lege. He made it clear that he was not dissenting from the statement
of the Chair that it had been unanimously decided to present resolu-
tions to Convention for adoption, and neither he nor Dr. Buck raised
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REPORT OF AMERICAN CONVENTION. 19

any dissenting voice when the statement was made to Convention.
The overwhelming majority of the Convention wished Mrs. Tingley’s
suggestions accepted without discussion, and the few who made up the
minority were naturally disappointed. Although they were aware that
Convention was to meet again next morning they immediately met and
organized themselves as the “ Theosophical Society in America,” elect-
ing officers, etc. This separated action was therefore quite illegal. No
alterations or amendments were made in the old T. S. A. Constitution,
but a new structure raised over the old embracing it all. Consequently
the two months’ notice required by the Constitution was not necessary.
The Boston Convention in 1895 practically established the precedent,
and those who now talk of illegality endorsed similar action then. The
action taken at Convention was legal in every respect.

On the morning of the 19th none of the small minority appeared
except Dr. Buck, who was asked to speak and was given a full hearing.
He raised no protest against what had been done the previous day, but
bid a sort of farewell to the T. S.

The whole opposition was singularly ill-based. How peculiar it
would be if, of all those who stood with W. Q. Judge, only about fifty
remained on the right lines! Of this fifty, one, a young man, publicly
claims to be 4 directed ” to oppose the woman through whom comes the
very life of the movement, its leader and sustainer, and unfortunately
he has a small following who believe in him personally. History keeps
repeating itself all along the line, but the right prevails. We have
entered on broader lines than ever. Already the wisdom of the step is
seen by all. New members are flocking in. We have a great leader
and we know it, and are not afraid to publicly declare it.

Every one, of course, preserves the same liberty of opinion as
before, but as they say in this expressive country, no one can any
longer “ monkey” with the organization. The victory has been beyond
hope. Never was there such a feeling of comradeship in any Conven-
tion | have ever attended. One touching incident was the presentation
of a laurel wreath to Mrs. Tingley, who in turn dedicated it to Uni-
versal Brotherhood.

We are now in the year one of Universal Brotherhood, having
entered the new cycle with flying colours and with more certainty of
success along every line than ever before. We can appeal now on the
broadest lines to everyone, can offer work and comradeship to every-
one, and, standing closer together than ever before, in all countries, we
can move onward with all humanity into the unlimited promise of the
future. D. N\ Dunltop.
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