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Our Outlook Tower.

SPIRITUALISM AT THE

ALBERT HALL.
SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE’S ADDRESS.

N Sunday, April 27th, a great Spiritualist
demonstration, which Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle described as ‘unique in Europe,”
was held in the Albert Hall, London. It was
called “ A National Memorial Service for the
Fallen in the War,” but it was no occasion for
tears or drab mourning; it was 1ather, said Sir
Arthur, ““a joyous re-union ’—a happy recogni-
tion of those on both sides of the valley of the
shadow that “ there is no death.” Many among
the visible audience in the vast hall wore white
flowers as emblems of the fact that they had
actually communicated with the invisible spirits
of recently departed warriors, and the whole
atmosphere of the gathering, the reiterated
tenour of the addresses, the heartfclt responsive-
ness of the audience, all bespoke the joy and
confidence of living fellowship with those whom
the world calls ‘“dead.” Snow was falling heavily
as the meeting assembled, and this must have
prevented many who would otherwise have been
present from attending, but about 5,000 people,
many from distant parts of the country, took
part in the ceremony.

Mr. ERNEST OATEN, Chairman of the Spirit-
ualists’ National Union, presided; a latge volun-
tary choir of Spiritualist ladies and gentlemen
(some in khaki) led the songs of praise; a sweet
and gentle Spiritualist maiden, arrayed in white
(Miss WINNIE BOWDEN), gave beautiful render-
ings of two sacred solos; and an accomplished
Spiritualist organist (Mr. ALFRED CLEGG) con-
ducted, and accompanied the music on the great
organ.

The proceedings were begun with the singing
of that glorious Spiritualist hymn :-—

The world hath felt a quick’ning breath
From heaven’s ctcrnal shore,

And souls triumphant over death
Return to earth once more.

For this we hold our jubilee,

For this with joy we sing,

‘O Grave ! where is thy victory ?
O Death | where is thy sting ?

Our cypress wreaths are laid aside
For amaranthine flowers,

For death’s cold wave does not divide
The souls we love from ours ;

I'rom pain and death and sorrow frec,
They join with us to sing,

“O Grave | where is thy victory ?
O Death ! where is thy sting ? "’

Immortal eyes look from above
Upon our joys to-night,

And souls immortal in their love
In our glad songs unite.

Across the waveless crystal sca
The notes triumphant ring,

“ O Grave ! where is thy victory ?
O Death ! where is thy sting ?

' Sweet spirits, welcome yet again !’
With loving hearts we cry ;

And ““ Peace on earth, good-will to men,”
The angel hosts reply.

From doubt and fear, through truth madc free,
With faith triumphant sing,

“O Grave ' where is thy victory ?
O Death ! where is thy sting ? *’

Mr. ERNEST KEELING, of Liverpool, invoked
the Divine blessing, his prayer continuing the
note of triumph of the hymn—* We would praise
Thee with heart and song and voice for the
glorious revelation that has come to us, that
they whom we once thought of as dead are not
dead but living in very truth, and now rejoice
with us in Thy love.”

The CHAIRMAN said they had met to pay their tribute of
thanks and respect to those of their brethren—aye, and
sisters too—who had made the supreme sacrifice of their
lives during the war. Spiritualists had added to their
faith knowledge, and had traced those who had fallen into
the larger riches of the fuller life. They did not merely
hope or surmise, but they were certain their dear ones still
lived. From the Spiritualist Sunday Schools many
thousands of young men had gone into the war, and some
hundreds had been slain, but they believed that a larger
proportion of these than was usual had come back un-
scathed.  Spiritualism stood for the truth that life was
continuous, and they knew how that knowledge took thc
sting from death, and mitigated sorrow in the home,
cnabling the bereaved to face the future with greater
cnergy and confidence, assured that their loved ones
returned to them in spirit to help and bless. He con-
cluded by asking every member of the audience to concen-
trate his thought in silence for one minute on his or her
friends who had fallen in the war, for this he said would
help thosc who had gone on and strengthen those who
remained. Aftcr some moments of hushed silence Chopin’s
plaintive Marche Funebre broke from the organ, followed
immediately by Handel’s triumphant Hallelujah Chorus,
for which the audience spontaneously stood up.

Dr. ErLis PowEeLr, L.L.B, D.Sc., began hisaddress thus,
* Fellow subjects of the Eternal King, invisible and visible!
How else can I begin save by an apostrophe to those tens
of thousands of invisible friends who are here among us
to-night ? ’ He said the mists of centuries were now being
cleared away, and they were at last able to see a myriad of
angel faces in the background of their lives, aye and coming
into the foreground of their lives as messengers of infinitc
mercy and infinite love. They knew their friends in spirit
were in the hands of God ; safcly securely protected by the
eternal solicitude they rested in cverlasting life. They
had not been spilt as water on the ground, nor were they
wrapt in a drecamless sleep ; they were simply one stage
more forward on the cternal movement toward unending
glory. The day had gone past when they need apologise
for being a Spiritualist, and he was there as scientist,
lawyer, and business man to tell out his conviction, based
on prolonged study, and supported by incalculable
scientific evidence that there was indeed no death. Sooner
or later they would all rejoin those who had been promoted
before them to the higher life.  The new revelation was
now dawning with ever-brightening radiance upon the
whole of humanity. )

Sir ARTHUR CoNAN DOYLE said the Spiritualistic move-
ment, the greatest movement which had been seen in this
world for the last 2,000 years, had recently been passing
through a crisis of contention and of argument, and many
sensitive souls felt it very much that a matter which was
so delicate, and concerned thosc whom they had lost,
should be exposed to that unscemly levity which was so
often the only weapon with which their opponents could
attack them.  None the less, they were out to fight, for
they could only win by fighting. (Applause). When they
knew that a thing was true and that the whole human race
was yearning for that truth they must, at all cost to their
own feelings, bring it down to the market-place, and let
people know the length and the breadth of it for them-
selves. The human race was not foolish, and if the truth
were couragcously put before it sooner or later it would
recognise it as true and follow it. They had in front of
them a whole Hindenburg line of prejudice and a great
amount of theological barbed wire, but they were going
smack through it, for they had a case that could not be
beaten. (Applause.) They were not there that night to
argue or dispute; they got enough of that elsewhere.
They were there to greet their dead heroes who had cut
short their earthly life in order that the earthly life of their
country-men might remain tolerable. A few days ago
they had greeted with deep respect and admiration 3,000
Australians as they marched through the streets ot
London before they departed to take up their duties in
another land. Even so that night he believed tens of
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thousands of their dead warriors had come, attracted by
spiritual love and sympathy, to be congratulated on their
noble sacrifice before they took up their higher duties in
the other world. This was not in the ordinary sense a
memorial meeting. It was rather a joyous reunion,
because the dark days were gone when they were taught to
look after their departing dead and see them gradually
vanishing away into the mists of eternity, without any
assurance that they would meet them again. Now, owing
to the new knowledge that had come to men, they knew
that they might look up with extended arms and smiling
faces, knowing they were looking into the unseen faces of
those whom they had once known on earth. Such a
gathering as this was unique in Europe but it was not
unique in the world. He remembered reading how
Admiral Togo, at the end of the Japanese war went out
alone to some barren spot by the sea-shore and invoked
the spirits of the dead seamen who had fought with him in
the great battle of Shushima, and there he told them tht
issue of the war and how its success had been due to their
exertions. When Europe had reached the psychic level of
Japan it would not be merely a meeting of civilians who
would greet their heroes, but their great chiefs would also

come and thank them for their noble sacrifice. Thearmy was:

already largely impregnated with Spiritualistic doctrines,
and he (Sir Arthur) knew one brave army commander of
an army corps, second to none in the British army, who
was as good a Spiritualist as any man in that hall, and who
would rejoice to stand and address his vanished men just
as Admiral Togo had done. Some time ago, a meeting had
been held in the Albert Hall to commenorate those of the
first seven divisions who had fallen in the war. That
meeting was held in a most religious, solemn, and sympa-
thetic spirit, yet it lacked that practical knowledge of
intercommunion between those here and those gone on,
which those now present enjoyed. On the following day
one of the men of the seventh division came back and told
his friends he regretted they had been unable to get tickets
for the meeting, as they had tried to do. The leader of the
seance asked the spirit, ‘* Have you anything more to
say ? ' The reply was, ‘* There was too much ceremony ;
all of us felt out of it ; we were very much interested, but
they praised the dead and we are not dead ; they did not
see us.”” The seance leader said, ‘* Then you were dis-
appointed ? *’ and the soldier replied, * Yes, a bit.”” The
leader said, “ But surely some people felt you were there ? **
and the reply was, ‘* Many did, but they were swamped by
the scoffers and the unbelievers.” ‘‘ Were most of those
who fell in the seven divisions there ? ** ‘ Yes, they were
there,”’ was the reply. Sir Arthur said he felt sure no fauit
would be found in that respect by the friends on the other
side with the present meeting. ‘* We know,’’ he said
‘“ they have the power to come, and we know that all out
emotions, our respect, our admiration, our love, are the
one force of the universe that will bring them here. Had
we only those eyes of power that are developed in many in
the human race we should see that this is a double meeting
and that the seen are perhaps the smaller half of it. W¢
believe in the depths of our souls that our heroes are here
to-night, and are not lying on the fields of Flanders or
Picardy, or on the sands of Kut, Mesopotamia, or Pales-
tine, or left behind in the swamps of equatorial Africa.
What then can we now do for them ? They tell us we arc
not to mourn for them because their lives are being spent
in such ineffable happinesss as they never dreamt of while
on this planet. They tell us that our mourning casts a
cloud upon their happiness. They tell us not to look upon
them as things that are done with, but to carry them with
us in our lives and retain them as members of the family
circle. They tell us there is much they can help us to do
and that we must do our duty and fight our own hard
battles, not minding what the consequences may be. Wt
have to fight our battle as they fought theirs. They have
won great things for us by their death ; they have won a
hundred years of peace for Europe ; have solved a great
number of tangled political questions, have straightened
out many crooked frontiers, and have allowed civilisation
to come where barbarism was unchecked. But the
greatest thing of all was not political but religious. The
shock of this great world catastrophe had made every man
look hard at his belief ; he was now done with mere words
and phrases ; he wanted something solid and certain, and
that was contained in the philosophy of that great move-
ment which had brought them together that night. The
knowledge that their heroes still lived gave them an
invincible power that would enable them to send this linz
of thought into the heads of the whole human race.
(Applause.)

Mr. R. H. Yates, of Huddersfield, said he was glad to b.
present because he felt that some of his dreams were
coming true. He had lived in the joy of the Spiritualist
gospel for nearly thirty years, and he had known some of
the difficulties that had to be overcome. He had also

known some of the stern fighting of their early pioneers,
and he would pay a tribute to them as well as to those
heroic souls whose memory, and service, and sacrifice they
were met to revere. The spiritual world to which they
had gone had been made a brighter world by their presence,
and they had indeed greater happiness in that world
because of the joys of communion they could have with
their dear ones in this. Had there been a completc
severance, there would not have been a complete joy
either in heaven or on carth. Spiritualists must see to it
that the great highway of Communion was kept open and
free, so that those who had gone on might play their part
in the work of reconstruction which was now to follow.

Mr. PERCY STREET, a Spiritualist who was wearing the
king’'s uniform, said that many of his comrades had come
back to him after their passing, both on the battlefields
and in bivouac. He was endowed with the gift of clair-
audience, and one day he heard the voice of one of them,
with the same accents as of yore, saying to him, ** We have
often talked of Spiritualism, and I have now tasted some
of the fruits of the higher life. There is one thing, how-
ever, that makes me sad: I have been to the friends I
loved and for whom I have given my life, but they did not
know I was there ; they are blind to the sight of me, they
are deat to the accents of my voice.”” He continued,
“ You will probably get through the struggle, and if so
give up all to tell the world that we who fought and fellare
not out of it but are very much in it, and we only ask onc
thing of them, and that is that our existence should be
recognised as of yore.”” Mr. Street said, ‘‘ That is the
message that comes from that great world of spirit to-
night; they want to be recognised and reckoned with.
You may raise buildings to their memories, you may keep
their dependants, look after the halt and the blind, but
there is one thing above all others that they themselves
would value, and that is that they should be welcomed at
theirown domestichearths. Thesacred altarof Spiritualism
should be raised in the quietude of every home, so that
those we have loved and lost may be welcomed back
whenever they come to visit us. (Applause.) .

The meeting was brought to a close by the Chairman
pronouncing the benediction. I L

 H WK

DUTY AND BEAUTY.

Oh, tell me—for 1 hear so much of ** Duty”—
Does he not weave the hours in hues of grey ?
“No ! surely, in a colour-scheme of beauty—
A tapestry of beauty—all the way.”

Yet | have thought, along the path of Duty
Sharp stones are set—and thorns in thick array ?
* Look closer ! in between, spring flowers of beauty—

*Glad living stars of beauty—all the way.”

But is it true that sacrifice to Duty

Shall bid me count the brightest gold as clay ?
“Yes! through the broken clay a gem of beauty—
The Sun of beauty—lights you all the way.”

And when, on earth, I say Goodnight to Duty,
Will he return to me at break of day?
* He never leaves you! for his name is Beauty :
“You walk with Heavenly Beauty all the way.”
H. M. UNDERWOOD.

L 5 %

Tue Husk Funp.-—Mrs. Duffus, Penniwells, Elstree,
Herts, gratefully acknowledges the following donations
received during last month : *“ Emma ’’ £2, Mrs. Simpson
£1, A Friend £1, A. Scott, 5s.

LoNDpoN MAY MEETINGs.—The Union of London Spiritua-
lists will hold its Annual Convention at the South Place
Institute on Thursday May 15. An unusually attractive
programme has been arranged, particulars of which will be
found in advertisement pages, and it is hoped there will be
a great rally to hear Miss Lind-af-Hageby, Mrs. Mary
Gordon, Mrs. A. E. Cannock, Mr. James Coates (of
Rothesay), and Mr. Ernest Hun:.

A FULLER knowledge of the properties of matter would
seem to upsct the common notion of its impenetrability.
Solid bodies have been passed through solid bodies very
frequently in our own day. Husk, the medium, has worn
on his wrist for years a forged iron ring much too small to
pass over the hand, but which was placed in its present
position in a moment at a seance. Perhaps St. Bee
received her famous bracelet in the same way.—F.
Fielding-Ould, M.A.
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- The Arrival of a Minister of Religion in the.

Second

Sphere.

Received and Written down By G. VALE OWEN, Vicar oF ORFORD, LANCs.

: Monday, Dec. 1oth, 1917.
UCH incidents as that of which we told you
S at our last coming are not rare in these
Realms, although to you it may seem some-
what strange to hear of a scene from the battle-
fields of earth being reproduced in these acres of
calm and peace. But it is of such small things
that the web of life is wrought, and here life is life
indeed. Those two friends are not the only two
who have thus met, and have in these bright lands
renewed the friendship which first they made
amidst much hurry of business and stress of
earthly endeavour.

Let us now go forward a little and we will tell
you of another meeting by way of enlightening
those who dwell below the mist which lies between
us and you, and through which, for the present
time, their foreshortened vision cannot penetrate.
It will not be so ever, but, for the time, until

- their eyes become more quickened, we must
strive in this less direct way to help them in their
seeing. There is, in the Second Sphere from
earth, a house where those who are newly come
over await their sorting-out, to be forwarded, each
with his guide, to the place where best he may be
trained in the beginnings of the heavenly life.

It is a very interesting Home to visit, for here
are to be found together many varied types of
character, and some who, being of good report as
to their earth probation, yet are not quite so settled
in convictions on this or on that as to be able
readily to be classified. Not, mark you, by
reason of the lack of skill in such a matter on the
part of the workers of the Realms, but because it
were not well to move any newcomer forward on
a definite road, until he first very plainly and
fully be able to understand himself, and where he
lacks, and where he excels, and of what content
his character be. So in this Home they rest quiet
and in congenial company for a while until they
shed some of the fever and unquiet which they
have carried over from earth, and be able to take
stock of themselves and their environment with
deliberation and more certainty.

One of our band not long ago went to this Home
and sought out a man who had come to such a
forward state as this. On earth he had been a
minister of religion who had read somewhat of
what you call psychic matters, and the possibility
of speaking one to another between us and you,
as we do at this present. - But he could not come
at the thing in thorough, and was afraid to say
out even so much as he in his own heart knew to
be true and good. So he did what many of his
fellows are doing. He put the matter aside from
him. He could find other ways in which to help
his fellow men, and this other matter might await
the time when it was more and more widely under-
stood and accepted of men, and then he would be
one of the foremost to proclaim what he knew,
and would not shirk his duty in that time.

But when others came to him and asked him
first whether it was possible to speak with their
dear ones who had come over here, and second,
whether it were of God’s will so to do, he put
them in mind of their Christian belief in the
saintly communion, but urged them that they be
patient until the Church should have tested and
sifted and should have issued guidance for those

who were of the fold. And while he waited, lo,
his time on earth was fulfilled, and he was carried
over here into this Home, where he might rest
awhile, and come to some decision on what
attitude he had assumed on divers matters of his
calling, and of the use he had made of his oppor-
tunities.

The worker of whom I spoke—(“ Why not tell
me his name, and save words? ") It is not
‘ his ”’ name, my friend, for the worker is feminine.
Let us call her ‘“ Naine,” and it will serve. She
went to the Home and found him walking in a
pathway through a wood, a pathway of green
sward through a wood very beautiful with foliage
and flowers, and lights and colours and shades of
softer hues ; very peaceful and quiet, and, at that
spot, lonely. For he sought to be alone, so he
might think more clearly of what was in his mind.

She went to him and stood before him, and he
bowed and would have passed on ; but she spoke
to him and said, *“ My friend, it was to you I was
sent, to speak with you.”

And he replied, “ Who sent you to me ? ”

““ The Angel who has to answer to our Master
for your life-work while in the earth sphere,” she
said.

‘“ Why should he have to answer for me ? ” he
asked her ; ‘‘ surely everyone must answer for his
own life-work—isn’t that so ? ”’

And she said, ‘“ That is surely so. Yet, to our
sorrow, we here know that it is not the whole of
the matter. For nought you do or leave undone
ends with yourself alone. He who had you in
charge made effort, time and again, jfor your
welfare, and in part succeeded, but not in whole.
And now the earth period has been closed for you,
he has to sum up your life, and answer for }ns
charge of you, to his joy and also to his so;ron:'

“ This seems hardly fair, to my mu}d, he
answered her; ‘it is not my idea of justice that
another should suffer for one’s failures.”

Naine said, ““ And yet, that is what you taught
the people yonder—it was your understanding of
the doings at Calvary, and you handed it on to
them. Not all you said of it was true, and yet it
was true in part. For do we not share joy on
account of another’s joy, and shall we not also
share in his sorrowing ? This your Angel does for
you even now. He both joys and sorrows over
you.”

‘““ Please explain.” ) )

“ He joys in that you did good work in charity,
for your heart was much bathed in love for God
and man. He sorrows for you in that you were
not content to do what you taught was done for
you on Calvary. For you were not willing to
become scorn for men, and to be w1thered_ with
their disapproval, for you valued the praise of
men more than God’s praise, and hoped to be able
one day to buy more cheaply your rewards for
having spread light upon the darkness when that
darkness should begin to pass from night into the
twilight of the dawning day. But you did not
see, in your weakness and lack of valiant purpose
and of strength to suffer shame and coldpess, that
the time for which you waited was the time when
your help would be not needful, and the fight all
but won by others of more stalwart mettle, while
you stood with the onlookers and viewed the
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fight from a fair vantage-ground, while those
others fought and gave and took blows good and
strong and fell forward in the battle when they
would not surrender their cause to those who
opposed them.”

“ But why all this ?” he enquired, " What is

your reason for coming to me at all ?”

" Because he sent me," she said, " and because he would
that he also might come to you, but is not able until you
are of a mind more clear of purpose, and until you have
mastered and acknowledged the various elements which
made up your earth-life, in their true values and appraise-
ment."”

" | see, partly at least. Thank you. | have beenin a
cloud all this time. | came here, away from the others, to
try to understand it all better. You have said some
pretty straight things to me. Perhaps you would add to
this service by telling me how | am to begin."

" That is my mission here and now. It is the one thing
with which | was charged. 1 was to probe your mind, to
make you look inward upon yourself and, if you showed
any will to progress, | was to give you a message. This
will you have now shown—not very heartily however.
And this is my message from your Angel-guide, who
awaits you to lead you on when you have trained yourself
some little more. You are requested to take up your
quarters in a home, which | will show you, in the First
Sphere. From there you will, from time to time, visit the
earth-plane, and help those there in their communion with
their friends here in their spheres of Light, and also aid
them in speaking comfort and encouragement to those who
are in the darker spheres, that they may progress into the
light and peace of His Presence. There are, even among
those to whom you ministered, several who are trying to do
this good work for those in anguish, and also to give and to
get gladness by their speaking with their loved ones
here. They sought your guidance in this matter and you
had no courage to give it to them. Go and help them
now, and, when you are able to make known to them your
personality, unsay what you then said, or say what you
lacked courage then to tell them. In this you shall have
some shame, but they will have much joy and will deal
very kindly with you, for they have scented already the

N

“MAKING IT UP” ON THE
SPIRIT-PLANE.

By DORIS SEVERN.

THE human heart is a wondrously complicated and
delicate instrument, of which no man holds the key.
How many moods sweep across it, played on it as a

skilful musician plays on a harp or violin. Even with our

own hearts, we cannot always say why such and such an
emotion is awakened ; how much less then, can we judge
how our actions or words please or displease a friend or
lover. As we go on through life, we find there are little
rifts within the charming lute of friendship and love.

Sometimes, there is a cloud over a friendship which has

brought us great pleasure, and which we fondly hoped

would never be disturbed.

Now, here the knowledge we have gained of the com-
munion of spirit, without the bodily presence, opens a
door of relief, in cases where a verbal explanation would
not only be useless but actually widen the breach. Some
years ago, | was rather deeply hurt by what seemed a
cruel slight, involving considerable ingratitude towards
myself on the part of an old friend. Nothing could be
said, as the person was not only " touchy " but had a
temper which, after flaring up, smouldered and kept its
heat for a long time. So | suffered in silence, and hoped
that time would cure the trouble. | did not even make
an attempt to communicate with my friend on the psvchic
plane. One night | saw her in Sleep-land. She came
towards me, with drooping head, and murmuring, " Oh 1
| didn’t know ; | didn’t know." fell into my arms, and
wept on my shoulder. | held her close, and whispered,
"it is all right; it doesn't matter." Then all passed!
She has never " made it up "on this plane, and is probably
quite unconscious of that interview, but | passed a sponge
across the incident, and, except to feel thankful for the
clearing-up, have never thought of it since.

Now a similar trouble has arisen. Through a well-
meant action of mine, which she has interpreted in a
contrary spirit, she has given me the cold shoulder for
months 1 But | shall win in the end, for now, knowing
what | know, | shall seek her on the spirit-plane, and she
will " make it up,” though on this earth-plane I may yet
have to endure much coldness.

Perhaps, if we knew a little more, we should find that
the real person, the spirit, is a much better and nicer
person than is ever allowed to appear through the veil of
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fragrance of love from Realms higher and brighter than
this in which you have been resting. But the choice is
still for you. Go or go not, as your heart inclines you.”

He stood with bowed head, silent for a long time, while
Naine waited. He fought out his struggle, and it was no
little one for such as he. And then he failed to come at
any decision, but said he would think it over in all its
bearings and decide later on. So his old failing of fear and
hesitation clung to him like a mantle, and hindered the
freedom of his going forward even when he would. And
Naine returned to her own Sphere, but was not able to
bear back with her the joyful answer for which she came.

(" And he—what did he do, what decision did he come
to ?")

" When last | heard, he had not come to any decision.
The whole happening is a recent one, and is not finished
yet. Finished it cannot be until he decides of his own
freewill to do what he has to do. There are many who
visit your Communion gatherings who are such as he or
very like."

(" By Communion gatherings do you mean the service
of the Holy Communion, or séances ? ")

" What if we will call them of like nature ? Truly in
earth estimation they be much diverse each from other.
But we here judge not by the standards of earth. Those
who go to the one or to the other go fora purpose identical
—communion with us and our Master the Christ. That
suffices us. But of our minister : it is in your mind to
ask why a woman be sent on a mission such as this, and to
a minister of theology to reason with him on his conduct
and life-work. We will answer what we note in your mind.
It is simple enough, the answer. He in his early life had a
small sister child of only a few years, and she died and
passed on, while he stayed and grew to manhood. This
woman was that little child. He had loved the little one
very well, and had he been all attuned to the higher part in
him, he would have known her again, for all her beautiful
and glowing maturity of womanhooi  But his eyes were
holden, and his sight dimmed and so she went away
unknown. Truly we be all of one family, in joy and in
sorrow pooled together for us ; and we must drink the cup
perforce even as He did Whose cup was the sins of the
world, and the love in the world, of joy and sorrow
mingled.”

i

the physical nature.
we appear to be.

should give us patience,
faults, but with our own.

m m m

PLUCKED DAISY.

We are probably all much nicer than
W hat a comforting thought ! and it
not only with other people’s

TO A

O little flower.
My fingers hold your slender stalk
That fed you, fragrant thought
Of God materialised—a work
Conceived of Love and wrought
By angel power.

A monarch’s throne,
Wi ith all its show of glittering wealth,
Is naught to you, arrayed
In loveliness and perfect health ;
How great the King Who made
Your petal crown !

Your golden eye—
Unseen by most, yet fair to see—
Gleamed from your Maker’s land
In lowly-born obscurity ;
I hold you in my hand
And wonder why.

You did not ask
Your grace before the world to shew,
But —merging in the view—
To beautify unseen, and grow,
And humbly to pursue
Your simple task.
3«

m m

So may it be
That I, eschewing worldly praise,
Should, at my Master’s feet,
Learn to tell out my earthly days
In lowliness and sweet
Humility. G.

EUSTACE OWEN.
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Strange Experiences :

The Skeleton Hand.

By EDGAR L. WILFORD, AutHor oF ‘“ Love’s ORIENT.”

UBREY_BAIRD had been one of my school
chums, and our iriendship, unlike the
majority of its kind, had survived the pass-

ing of boyhood. In our early days we had been
drawn to each other not so much by force of
circumstances as by common interests ; and this
prevailed later when a mutual attraction to
psychic development manifested itself. There
was little similarity in mind or character between
us, for Aubrey was in every way more daring and
gay; he loved to take risks, and had a flair for
the sensational, while I was by nature more
cautious and far-seeing.

At the time of which I write we were both in
our early twenties—I engaged in business in the
city, Aubrey studying medicine. As it was
impossible for us to hold seances in my home, it
became my custom to seek Aubrey’s lodgings, off
the Gray’s Inn Road, for that purpose. He
inhabited a bed-sitting room at the very top of
the house, and here safe from intrusion we made
our adventure upon the unbeaten track of psychic
discovery.

At first nothing startling or particularly inter-
esting ensued, and then it was that Aubrey
introduced the undesirable element of a skeleton
hand. . To its introduction I was strongly averse,
but as generally happened Aubrey overruled my
objections. With much gusto he expatiated on
its use, and the possible advantages that might
accrue to us by its presence at our sittings.
“ We’ll have Frankie on the table,” he said
lightly, laying the grizzly object, which was
perfect of its kind, upon the little round wooden
table, “ and Frankie will answer our questions ! ”’

“ Frankie ! ”’ I ejaculated, eyeing it with great
distaste ; “ Good God, Baird! You don’t mean
to say you knew him ! ”

He burst into a laugh. “ Don’t be nervy; I
haven’t purloined a bit of an old friend. I got
him off a chap I know. I expect it came out of
a Lab’; though he told me a bit of a yarn.”

“ What did he tell you ? ”

* That the hand was not unknown to fame.”

* What sort of fame ? ”’

“ He wouldn’t say. But it was all rot; he
was only stuffing me.”

‘“ I wish you had’nt got it though,” I said, only
half reassured; ‘‘ and what on earth makes you
call it Frankie ? ”

‘“ Because he is my new chum ; so I had to give
him a name. How could we talk to him without
a name ? We could’nt call him IT. It would'nt
be polite, and he might’nt like it. I want most
especially to keep Frankie in a good humour.
He ought to be very useful to us. Shake, old
chap.”

In gruesome pleasantry he put his hand upon
it, and I could have sworn that the bony fingers
contracted slightly in response. Perhaps, how-
ever, it was only an optical illusion, caused by
the light of the one flickering gas-jet. At least I
thought so then, and felt relieved.

“ What does your landlady think of it? ” (I
could’'nt call it Frankie.)

‘“She has never seen him. He lives in my
‘handkerchief drawer.”

“ But why there ? ”’

“ Well, you see, I am always missing them—
and I thought ”——(He broke off expressively.)

“ Well, if she takes them now, she deserves
them,” I said.

Aubrey thereupon turned down the gas-jet to
one blue point, plunging the room}into almost
complete darkness, for there was no fire, the
night being warm and muggy, and the blinds were

drawn. We sat opposite each other, the hand
between us. It completed our “ circle.” For a
long while we neither spoke nor moved. I could

just discern Aubrey’s figure—dark against the
darkness—and the wan shape on the table.

“Is anyone here ? “ Aubrey asked suddenly.
I do not know why, but the question, coming thus
suddenly, brought my heart to my mouth. A
sharp rap came in response.

“Is that you, Frankie ? ” (Again the rap was
repeated.)

“Tell us who you were?”” he asked again.
(no answer.)

“ Show us who you were?’ (Again no res-
ponse.)

I drew in a breath of relief. A long pronounced
silence followed. I began to feel very cold.
The chill seemed to come from the table, through
my fingers, as though its surface was covered with
a thin coating of ice. I wondered if Aubrey was
suffering in a like manner. If this was to be
accepted as an illustration of Frankie’s present
condition, I thought it could not be construed
favourably. I stared down at the table, my
attention attracted by what appeared to be a
faint phosphorescent light, which seemed to exude
like vapour from the bony hand. It was then
that the little blue flame of the gas jet flickered
out. This was more annoying than startling, for
the landlady was fond of tampering with the
meter. She had thus inadvertently disturbed us
more than once. As Aubrey did not speak, I
decided to leave it as it was; any escape of gas
would soon make itself evident. We were in total
darkness now, but the phosphorescent vapour
seemed to have gained in luminance. I felt
emboldened to speak to Aubrey.

“ Do you see it ? I asked.” (No answer.)

“ Don’t you see it ? ”* (Still no answer.)

I became slightly alarmed. Once before
Aubrey had fallen into a somnolent condition
from which I had had great difficulty in awaken-
ing him. By his silence, I judged he must have
fallen into a like condition to-night. I listened to
his breathing. It sounded heavy. It confirmed
my fears. I began to wonder what I should do.
I did not like to run the risk of breaking up our
sitting suddenly. I sat on. Curious disquieting
thoughts came to me. I felt I was standing
between Aubrey and something, to which Aubrey
might be an easy prey. I seemed to hold it back
by some unconscious power of my own. It piled
itself up against me like an oncoming tide against
a barrier. I felt myself waver. I wondered
dully what would happen when the moment came.
The hand again attracted my attention. It
seemed to quiver as though it was endowed with
life ; the bony fingers twitched with a movement
that seemed hideous and malevolent. I gazed at
it spellbound ; I seemed held in a grip of icy cold.
The hand seemed to make a circuit round the
centre of the table like an aimless crab ; then it
rose, and seemed to settle on Aubrey. I heard a
choking cry, and wrenching up my hands I
struck a blow in its direction. A moment later
Aubrey and I were struggling in each others arms,
both table and chairs being overturned on the
ground. Aubrey contended fiercely with me, and
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as we fought | felt something bony crunch beneath my feet.

A series of hurried knocks arrested our conflict. “ W hat-
ever is the matter ! Such a stumping you're making, you
gentlemen ! | came up to tell you, that I’ve just turned
on the meter. | turned it off to take the register.”

" That's all right,” | said, finding my voice with diffi-
culty. With shaking fingers | struck a match. By its
light | saw Aubrey, white and evidently overwrought,

The
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standing against the wall. His collar was torn off, his neck
well revealed.

" Look at my throat, you Blighter,” he said faintly.
Sure enough the skin was tom and lacerated, red wealds
showing against the white.

“ | never touched your neck,” I said. Then | dropped
the match, but not before I had caught a glimpse of a
practically destroyed " Frankie," lying on the floor.

Inner Life.

By W. H. EVANS.

" There is no oblivion, but there is perfect rest and peace
in the heart of the Eternal. Get back to the centre, it is
the stress of outer events that wearies you."— Spiritual
Reconstruction. page 50.

HE vividness of the inner life can only be
T realised when the consciousness becomes
aware of the spiritual forces which are at
the root of all material expression. “ We spend
our days as a tale that is told/' living amidst and
in the toils and cares of material existence. Now
the toils and cares and solicitudes of material
existence are necessary to our unfoldment, and
we shall do wrong if in the desire of cultivating
our inner life we try to evade our normal res-
ponsibilities. True development will seek to
maintain an equilibrium between the inner and
the outer life, to make if possible the outer life an
expression of the diviner life within.
|[We live in stressful days, days of great import
and promise; yet days of vast unrest and upheaval.
It is a great age ; a time when the spirit having
outworn the garments of our civilisation, is
casting them aside, and preparing for a new
expression. The whole garment of life is being
rent and tom. Men in different stages of develop-
ment, with many angles of vision, are seeking a
solution to pressing problems. A demand has
gone forth from the peoples of the world for fuller
life.

" 'Tis life whereof our nerves are scant,
More life and fuller that we want."

And this demand for fuller life is an urge from
the spirit within.

[It is difficult for most of us to realise in the
midst of life's changes and unrest that “ all things
are working together for good,” but if we think
deeply we shall see that all these things are
manifestations of consciousness, of the divine life
of humanity. To some it is given to understand
the inner urge of the spirit, and to recognise that
this outward flow of the life forces— its splashing
upon the shores of material existence—is co-
existent with a corresponding inward flow. Not
many perhaps are conscious of this. “ Be still
and know that I am God," sings the mystic.
That stillness does not mean the cessation from
material duties, but a conscious holding of the
mind, and a dwelling upon the thought of God
in it, so that one becomes aware of that divine
peace " which passes the understanding of the
outer world." And this calm realisation brings
an intensification of life, an intensification which
springs from " the perfect rest and peace in the
heart of the Eternal." For a vivid realisation
of at-one-ment with God does not mean oblivion,
but an increase of consciousness, an integration
of all our finest characteristics, fitting the soul for
its manifold duties and raising it above the stress
and turmoil of life.

There is nothing in the whole world so sweet as
this definite assurance within the soul that “ all's
well." It springs from true meekness, a meek-
ness that is as adamant in the face of wrong ; a
humility that crowns life with true understanding.
But one must get back to the inner life, to " the
heart of the Eternal; " one must hold the mind

still and calm, having poise, for thus only can we
gain power in righteousness, and wield the
strength of the spirit in the midst of temptation
and wrong. " Thou wilt keep him in perfect
peace whose mind is staid on Thee ; because he
trusteth in Thee, for in the Lord Jehovah there is
everlasting strength.”

The difficulty with many is that, they want a
sign of this inner kingdom of the soul. They
expect its manifestation to be in outer phenomena,
something wondrous and striking, but not so does
the spirit manifest to us. It comes by growth in
understanding. Our difficulty is in realising that
all power is within, that we are linked up with the
source of power in the universe, and that this
power really flows through us, and that we may
use it if we will. That is what is meant by the
words of my text. “ Get back to the heart of
the Eternal; " and by the words, " there is no
oblivion " there. It means that the " rest and
peace " we shall find there will create in us a
consciousness of power, which we shall be able
to use. This " rest and peace " does not mean
stillness in the physical sense, but a consciousness
of creative power, a power whereby we may re-
construct our life. It is the condition or state
of soul to which we may turn from the stress of
outer life, so that we may gain refreshment of
body, for this awareness will react upon the
physical and raise it to higher levels, thereby
making our bodies finer instruments to manifest
through.

I can do no better than close these few thoughts
by giving a further extract from that beautiful
little book Spiritual Reconstruction, a book which
should be read and meditated upon by all seekers
for the light—

Become universal in your Love and interests, looking
upon all men as your father, mother, lover and child,
seeing all relationships in God, and not building a wall
about yourselves or your thoughts. Do not remain long
in one place but make all places your own. This is true
simplicity ; to love all in the One, and to see only the One
in the all; to have one home, one abiding place in God. . .
Be free from chains that bind and fetter the spirit, be
simple in your creed, know only that God is love, and that
Christ, the eternal Son is sent forth into humanity. The
whole purpose of life is to express God. Be simple in your
homes, taking no anxious thought. Let the wing of
simplicity be outspread, without anything to impede it.
Purity, the right wing of the soul, depends on simplicity ;
together lifting the soul, they give her swiftness of flight
and lofty vision whereby she may carry " light unto them
that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, guiding
their feet into the way of peace." The clear light of
heavenly radiance, the ecstasy of the spirit, belongs to the
pure in heart. " Let us work together for the purification
of your earth." " Be ye holy, for I am holy." “ Be pure
in thought this day, live simply, and to-morrow your wings
will stir to lift you out of the miry clay of the senses."
(P 93-9-i))

(This contains a whole philosophy of life, and if
we apply it, looking neither to the right nor the
left, but going straight forward, continuing sted-
fast in the good life; seeing underneath the
changes of matter the one, abiding Spirit of God,
we shall realise that sense of union with Him
which can only come when we have unified all
outward and diverse manifestations in our own
consiousness.
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[llusion.
Letter to F. HESLOP From Her Husband in Spirit-Life.

This new letter from the author of *“ Speaking across the
Border-Line *’ deals with the doctrine of the present life
as dreamlike and illusionary, which has been prominentin
many recent Spirit Communications. The transmitter
hopes that it *“ may be helpful to some perplexed souls.”

YOU want me to take up a definite themein
my letter this morning, and put into my

own words the thoughts I have been trying
to instil into your mind, because you feel that
some of the teaching from the other life is apt to
be misunderstood and misapplied.

In ““ Private Dowding,” ‘ Spiritual Recon-
struction,” and many of the more recent utter-
ances of highly-evolved spirits in our world, you
find they dwell much on the fact that the earth-
life is the life of illusion, the dream-life, and that
the real, the tangible, is here in the ethereal realm.
This point is so dwelt upon, so amplified, as to
leave a feeling in the mind of the ordinary reader,
*“ Well, if this is true, and nothing here is real,
then it matters little how I live or what I do, for
even evil is all a dream ; only good persists.”

Now, first let me say, that one of the things that
strikes you most forcibly as you progress in
spiritual knowledge on this side, is just what
these spirits are teaching, the illusionary character
of all the earth experience, but I doubt greatly if
it is wise or helpful to preach this doctrine to
those who are still living in these conditions.
When you come here your mind is enlarged to
perceive the real values, and goodness and love
are so all-pervading, that these earth trials seem
small and unimportant in comparison. But
while they are being endured they are very real
to the sufferer, and it cannot help him at all to
insist that he feels no pain, has no suffering.

Let me give you an illustration of what I mean.
When your child is building a castle on the sand,
in fancy he is living through real events, and with
his puny strength he keeps back the inflowing
tide as long as he can. No wise parent would
drag the child away, and say that he was making
himself ridiculous; rather would he join him in
his play and help him to construct the castle on a
definite plan. The father knows that his boy’s
mind is being trained in this way, and his imagina-
tion developed. So also would the wise mother
teach her little daughter kindness and tenderness
to her doll, knowing that the instinct of mother-
hood is thus being evolved.

Apply this principle to the earth-life. It is the
training ground of the spirit, where you are all
still children, still at school. Paul tells us that
when he became a man he put away childish
things. He speaks of a time when he was
nourished by the pure milk of the Word,
not yet being able to partake of a stronger diet.
And so it is with all those on the earth-plane.
Within every child we can see the character of the
man that will come forth. An honourable truth-
ful boy will become an honourable truthful man ;
a tender, loving girl must ultimately display these
same beautiful qualities in womanhood. The
early training is all important for this life, and the
life that is to come. In later years you see that
illusion and unreality were very present in your
childhood, but they were necessary to your full
development.

All the sin and suffering are very real on the
earth-plane, and St. James expressed fully the
teaching of the Christ when he said, ‘ pure
religion and undefiled before God and the Father

is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the
world.” Always remember that Jesus never
taught this doctrine of illusion to men; He was
ever practical, real. He met the needs of those
about Him by feeding the hungry, healing the
sick, and comforting the sorrowful. Try and see
things as they are on earth. Look for the good
in every man, draw forth the hidden Christ, that
so he may rise to love and desire only the highest
and holiest. As you attain this pure altitude of
mind, you feel, even while on earth, how poor
and meaningless are many things that formerly
amused and interested you. The values are
gradually being adjusted ; you are daily learning
to extract the true and the real from the illusion-
ary things about you. And one day when all the
earth-training is past, and you look down from
the vantage ground of these glorious spheres you
will know the truth fully, and the truth shall
make you free.

5 R W
WILL YOU BE THERE?

Will you be there, darling, when daylight fades,
And chill, black night steals o’er my lonely soul,
When one by one the earthly voices cease,
And mighty billows roar, and surge, and roll
Athwart my clouded senses, down and down
To chaos seeming—grey, and cold, and bare ;
Will you be there, dear heart, to bear me up—
Will you be there ?

Or should the summons come in one swift call,
Like eagles on the wing, or whirlwind’s blast ;
Sudden, mayhap, the golden bowl be riven,
Sharply the silver cord be loosed at last.
One moment mortal, clothed upon with flesh,
Throbbing with earthly life, the next—Ah, where ?
Will your arms catch and hold my quivering soul,
Will you be there ?

Perchance the twilight lingers, evening shades
Lengthen awhile, the hour grows sweet and calm ;
Faintly some distant chimes make melody,

Softly the choir chant the vesper psalm ;

Beloved, may your presence hover near,

In the last solemn moments your fond care
Succour and guide my new-bora spirit home—

Will you be there ?
ANNIE M. MARCH
5 B W

CoLoUR CURE.—' Cures by Colour,”” with the voilet ray, -
as a most potent remedy for shell shock and war neurosis,
was the suggestiop of Mr. A. A. Frey in an address on
Chromopathy before the Psycho-Therapeutic Society.
He said every town should erect its colour hall or temple,
where every ratepayer could take the colour bath suitable
to his or her system as often as necessary, thus ensuring
good health to the entire community. Expenses would
be small, and the result so beneficial that hospitals and
infirmaries would be superfluous. Explairing the shell-
shock remedy, Mr. Frey said ‘* the treatment is simple and
pleasant. A large room or hall, into which all light
admitted is violet, and the whole decoration the same, will
serve to treat large numbers of cases at the same time.
The effect will be improved and the cure hastened if
suitable music be provided, the sounds to be in the key
corresponding to the colour. By these means we should
restore the war-worn and bring happiness back to many
homes. The cure for all disease, he said, is to restore the
normal harmonious vibration by the colour ray that suits
the complaint, and we were justified in hoping that colour
would cure cancer. There was great need for research
work.—Evening Standard.
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SIR WILLIAM CROOKES AND

SPIRITUALISM.

IR WILLIAM CROOKES, O.M., F.RS,
who passed into the purely spiritual phase
of life on April 4th last, will ever be regarded

as one of the great historical figures in Modern
Spiritualism. He began his investigations about
1869, just fifty years ago. Eminent scientific and
literary men, including Robert Chambers, Robert
Dale Owen, and Alfred Russel Wallace, had
already witnessed and testified to the verity of
spiritualistic phenomena, and had published
important works on the subject. But Sir William
was the first scientist to apply rigid laboratory
methods to the examination of these super-
physical facts, and to vindicate their right to be
included in the realm of established science.
During the sixties the interest in Spiritualism
was as profound and widespread as it is to-day.
Writing in 1866, Robert Dale Owen, at one time
American Minister to Naples, wrote in his
‘ Footfalls on the Boundary of Another World ” :

I tfound in Turope interested and earnest inquirers into
this subject in every rank, from royalty downward ;
princes and other nobles, statesmen, diplomatists, officers
in the army and navy, learned professors, authors, lawyers,
merchants, private gentlemen, fashionable ladies, domestic
mothers of families. Most of these, it is true, prosecute
their investigations in private, and disclose their opinions
only to intimate or sympathising friends. But none the
less does this class of opinions spread ; and the circles daily
enlarge that receive them.”

The discussion of Spiritualistic phenomena was
then stirring the whole civilised world, and people
everywhere wanted to know if it were really true
that this world and the next were so closely
related that intercommunication between the
living and the dead was not only possible but a
matter of common experience, Science and
religion exerted all the weight of their authority
against any such idea. The former declared that
mind, soul, or spirit, were mere modes of matter,
and that they were snuffed out like a candle-
flame at the death of the physical body. The
latter believed heart and soul in the absolute
reality of Death until the Resurrection, when
‘“all the dead shall be raised up with the self-
same bodies; and none other.”

Sir William Crookes undertook his inquiry into
. Spiritualism at the suggestion of ‘ eminent men
exercising great influence on the thought of the
country.” He was no mystically-minded or
gullible personage, but a Fellow of the Royal
Society who had already made his reputation as
the discoverer of a new chemical element. It was
probably hoped that he would find the phenomena
fictitious and delusive. He was certainly not
predisposed to believe in them. He wrote in his
first paper on the subject (Quarterly Journal of
Science, July 1870) :—

At first, like other men who thought little of the matter

and saw little, I believed that the whole aflair was a
superstition, or at least an unexplained trick.
He was soon disillusioned, however; his pre-
liminary tests proved satisfactory, and in the
same paper, he said :—

That certain physical phenomena, such as the movement

of material substances, and the production of sounds
resembling electric discharges, occur under circumstances

in which they cannot be explained by any physical law at
present known is a fact of which I am as certain as I am of
the most elementary fact in chemistry. . . But I cannot
at present hazard even the most vague hypothesis as to the
cause of the phenomena.

He said he agreed with Professor De Morgan
that ‘

Nothing is too wonderful to be true, if it be consistent
with the laws of nature; and in such things as these,
experiment is the best test of such consistency,

and he set out what kind of experimental proof
Science had a right to demand before admitting
a new department of knowledge into her ranks.
“ We must not mix up the exact and the inexact ;
the supremacy of accuracy must be absolute.”
Here be found the great mass of Spiritualistic
evidence to fail. Precautious against fraud had
in most cases been totally insufficient, and
instances were few ‘‘ of meetings held under test
conditions, in the presence of persons properly
qualified by scientific training to weigh and
adjust the value of the evidence which might
present itself.” He said that ‘ where every step
is towards the marvellous and unexpected, pre-
cautions and tests should be multiplied rather
than diminished.”

Spiritualists had testified to bodies weighing 50
or 100 pounds being lifted up into the air without
the intervention of any known force; the
scientist, said Sir William, was justified in asking
that a power professing to be guided by intelli-
gence should also cause his delicately poised
balance to move under test conditions. Spiritua-
lists spoke of rooms and houses being shaken by
superthuman power; the man of science meiely
asked for a pendulum to be set vibrating when it
was in a glass case, and supported by solid
masonry. Spiritualists told of heavy aiticles of
furniture being moved from one room to another
without human agency; the scientist, whose
instrument divided an inch into a million parts,
required the same force to move the index of his
instrument one poor degree.

Twelve months later Sir William announced
that he had conducted a series of scientific
experiments with the medium Daniel Dunglas
Home, and that he had arrived at certain definite
results which he thought it right to publish :

These experiments appear conclusively to establish the
existence of a new force, in some unknown manner
connected with the human organisation, which for
convenience may be called Psychic Force.

Special apparatus had been constructed for
these tests, which weie carried out in gas-light in
the presence of other scientists. One end of a
mahogany board 36 inches long by 9} inches wide
and 1 inch thick rested on a firm table, and the
other end was supported in a horizontal position
by a spring balance with a self-registering index,
which showed that the board weighed 3 lbs. Sir
William himself stood on the end of the hoard
resting on the table, and his whole weight, even
when he jerked up and down, only sunk the index
at the other end 1} lbs or 2 1bs. When, however,
Mr. Home merely placed the tips of his fingers
lightly on a small hand-bell and a card match box
on the end where Sir William had stood the index
sank 3% 1bs to 6 1bs, showing that in some myster-
ious way the unknown psychic force could alter
the weight of bodies. Another experiment was
with an accordion in a cage which Mr. Home was
orly permitted to hold between the thumb and
middle finger of one hand, at the end opposite to
the keys. Soon the accordion waved about,
sounded successive notes, and then a simple ait
was played.

But the sequel was still more striking, for Mr. Home then
removed his hand altogether from the accordion, taking it
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quite out of the cage, and placed it in the hand of the
person next to him. The instrument then continued to
Play, no person touching it, and no hand being near it.
The verity of this extraordinary happening was
vouched for not only by Sir William but by Dr.
Huggins, ““ an eminent physicist, high in the ranks
of the Royal Society,” and by Mr. Edward Wm.
Cox, a well-known Serjeant-at-Law. Dr. Alfred
Russel Wallace in his book ““ My Life *’ (page 340)
also describes having seen this experiment, as

follows :—-

The room was well lighted, and I distinctly saw Home's
hand holding the instrument, which moved up and down
and played a tune without any visible cause. On stating
this, he said, ‘“* Now I will take away my hand "’—which
he did ; but the instrument went on playing, and I saw
a detached hand holding it while Home’s two hands were
seen above the table by all present.

Continuing his experiments Sir William claimed
that the following additional pher.omera had been

clearly demonstrat:d under test conditions :—

Raps and percussive sounds, varying in loudness from
a mere tick to loud thuds, which appeared to be caused by
an unseen intelligent operator.

The movement both of small and light, as well as large
and heavy, bodies, without visible cause, or the contact of
any human being.

The levitation of heavy objects without physical contact.

Lumiaous appearances.

Intelligent messages written by unseen hands, i.c.,
direct-writing.

Handling red-hot coals without injury.

Phantom forms and faces.

The story of Sir William’s investigation of the
phenomena called materialisations—in which
spirits appear in a temporary visible form—is one
of the most interesting and convincing in the whole
history of Spiritualistic inquiry, and carried Sir
William beyond his belief 1n an impersonal
psychic force up to a perfect knowledge of the
fact that personalities survive bodily death, and
are able to return and manifest themselves on
the physical plane.

Miss Florrie Cook ‘“ an innocent school girl of
fifteen,” was the medium, and she gave the
following account to The Two Worlds, in March,
1897 :—

‘L went to Mr. Crookes (now Sir William) myself,
without the knowledge of my parents or friends, and
offered myself a willing sacrifice on the altar of his unbelief.
It was immediately after the unpleasant incident of Mr.
Volckmann, and those who did not understand said many
cruel things of me. Mr. Crookes, who had had a very
little experience already, did not spare me with the rest ;
and something he said nettled me so much that I went
straight to him without a thought, cxcept to put myself
right with him and the world.

I said in effect, * You believe me to be an impostor.
Well, you shall see. I will come to your house; Mrs.
Crookes shall supply me with clothes, and send those that
I come 1n away. You shall keep me under the closest
observation as long as you like, make any experiement
you choose, and satisfy yourself completely and finally one
way or the other. I make only one condition. If you find
I am a fraud, denounce me as strongly and as publicly as
you please; but if you find that the phenomena are
genuine, and that I am but an instrument in the hands of
the Unseen, say so honestly and publicly, and clear me
before the world.’ *’

‘ And Mr. Crookes took you at vour word, as we all
know ? ** remarked the gentleman who took down her
statement.

‘“ He did, and kept his part of the bargain like the
perfect gentleman he is, though it cost him something to
make the frank and unequivocal avowal that he did.
Every one who has the smallest acquaintance with the
literature of Modern Spiritualism knows what happened ;
how from hearing me breathing and sighing in the cabinet
whilst Katie [the spirit who materialised] was outside in
full view, Mr. Crookes and the rest of his family came to sce
us both, often and often, in the full glare of electric-light,
together and at the same time ; how Katie entered into the
spirit of his experiments, and learning to trust him fully
and freely, fell in readily with his every suggestion, and
furthered his plans in every possible way in her power ;
how he took dozens of photographs of her alone, and the
two of us toguther; how he satisfied himself that Katie
when materialised was a woman of flesh and blood, with
beating heart, throbbing pulse, and respiring lungs like the

rest of us, and yet saw her melt into nothingness again and
again before his eyes; how he was present at that last
pathetic scene, when Katie, her work being done, bid me
a touching farewell, my eyes blinded with tears and my
voice choked with sobs—all this is told in Mr. Crookes’
book ; and the end of it was that he rendered me as ample
and complete a tribute as I could have possibly expected
or desired.

‘“ I refer to this testimony, not because of its personal
reference to myself, but because of its complete vindication
of Katie King, the spirit who for three years used me for
the production of some of the most marvellous phenomena
on record.”

Sir WiLLIAM himself testified :—

. I have the most absolute certainty that Miss Cook and
Katie are two separate individuals, so far as their bodies
are concerned ; several little marks on Miss Cook’s face are
absent on Katie’s. Miss Cook’s hair is so dark a brown as
almost to appear black; a lock of Katie’s which is now
before me, and which she allowed me to cut from her
luxuriant tresses, having first traced it up to the scalp, and
satisfied myself that it actually grew there, is a rich golden
auburn. One cvening I timed Katic’s pulse. It beat
steadily at 75, while Miss Cook’s pulse, a little time after,
was going at its usual ratc of go. . . . Photography is as
inadequate to depict the perfect beauty of Katie’s face as
words are powerless to describe her charms of manner.
Photography may indeed give a map of her countenance,
but how can it reproduce the brilliant purity of her com-
plexion, or the ever-varying expression of her most mobile
features. Now overshadowed with sadness, when relating
some of thc bitter expericnces of her past life; now
smiling with all the innocence of happy girlhood, when she
had collected my children around her, and was amusing
them by recounting anecdotes of her adventures in India.”

On November 7th, 1917, we were accorded the
great honour of a short interview with Sir
William. In our fancy we had pictured him as a
tall, broad-shouldered, forceful personality, for he
never shirked strenuous battle for new truths
during his illustrious career ; but, somewhat to
our surprise, we found him rather slender in build,
with a manner at once gentle and unassuming.
Though his hair and beard were pure white, his
eye was clear (he did not require to use spectacles),
and his intellect was as acute as ever, though he
mentioned that his memory was not so gocd as it
was.

We asked Sir William if he would care to tell us of some
of the expericnces which led him to 2 belief in Spiritualism ?

““ No,”” he replied, *“ Tdonont think Ishould care todo
that, for whenever 1 have done so it hasled to my receiving
shoals of letters from persons 1 knew nothing whatcver
about, and that is very troublesome.”’

* Then, perhaps,”” we said ‘ you would not mind giving
a little message to the present times on the subject.”

Sir William replied, with slow deliberation : *‘ I have
never had any occasion to change my mind on the subject. 1
am perfectly satisped with what I have said in earliey days.
It is quite true that a connection has been set up between this
world and the next.”’

‘ And that that fact has been scientifically established
as truly as any other fact in science ? ** we asked.

““ Well, I feel so,”” he replied.

Sir William said : '* 1 don’t know if you are aware I have
had a great misfortune lately ' (referring to the recent
passing on of Lady Crookes). . . )

We nodded affirmatively, and Sir William continued :
“1 have had communication with her direct. 1 don't
think I should object to this being mentioned, wita no very
great prominence. 1 have reccived a beautiful photograph
of her, I went down to Crewe and had my photograph
taken by the mediums known as ‘ The Crewe Circle.’ 1_\Iy
portrait was a very good one, and on the same negative
was a good, recognisable portrait of my departed wife just
by the side of me. Now that, I think, is a very good test.
I had only the one photograph taken. The Crewe people
had no idea what I wanted. There was no one visible .by
my side, and the lady who accompanied me saw nothing
there. Everybody who has seen it who kne\y my wife—
not simply our relations and family—recognise it as her
portrait. Tt is not like any other portrait I have. The
expression is similar to that she wore during the weakness
of her last illness. She was interesth] in the subject of
Spiritualism, so there would be nothing strange to her
about this manifestation.” o

We then asked Sir William, ““ Is ther'e_any'lxke.hhopd,
sir, of your work, ‘ Rescarches into Spiritualism. being
republished, as for many years it has been difficult to

secure a copy.”’
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Sir William astonished us by replying : ‘‘1 had nothing
to do with the ‘ Researches.” It was simply published by
someone gathering together the papers I had written and
bringing them out without my knowing anything about it.
I never saw the proofs, and did not even hear of it before it
was published, and (with a smile) I never got twopence for
it | I reaped, however, a great deal of abuse ! ”’

‘‘ But that has pretty well died away, has it not ? *’ we
asked.

‘I don’t think the subject is much believed in yet by
scientific men,’’ he replied.

‘‘ This study has, however, killed the old Materialism of
the scientists ? ** we asked.

“ I think it has,”’ said Sir William ; ‘' it has at least
convinced the great majority of people who know anything
about the subject of the existence of the next world.”

J. L.

Miscellaneous Items.

Mr. A. T. BLAMEY, an earnest Spiritualist worker at
Plymouth and Exeter, has .passed to the higher life at
the ripe age of seventy-five.

Mr. J. H. Bonp, 25, Frampton Place, Boston, Lincs.,
would be glad to get in touch with friends in and around
Boston with a view to forming a circle and society.

To celebrate the 71st. anniversary of Modern Spiritua-
lism, the North London Spiritualist Association, had a tea,
social, and dance, on Easter Monday which was a huge
success. Many old friends of the association were present.

A HIGHBURY SWEDENBORGIAN writes—'‘ Reincarnation
is not mentioned once in all the writings of Swedenborg.”’—-
Will Mr. Alex. A. Naylor, Edinburgh, kindly note; his
boasted ‘* authoritics ** appear to be crumbling !

‘“ ATLANTIs '’ is at present exhibiting a sclection of her
remarkable inspirational paintings at The Maddox
Galleries, 23a, Maddox Street, Regent Street, W. Among
them are symbolical pictures of *‘ Spirit shining through
matter,”” * Gone West,’’ ** Sign of the Cross,’’ ** The Wings
of the Morning,”’ and ‘‘ The Holy of Holies.” The exhibi-
tion will be open during the present month.

The Manchester Guardian, in its obituary notice of Sir
William Crookes, says ‘‘ there is no doubt that a man’s
sense of scientific evidence, and sometimes his scientific
morality, deteriorates when he gives himself up to the
occult. Nevertheless, it is probable that on the whole
Crookes was the gainer by having a mystical tendency.”
Oh, those newspapers | They are so sure that their wilful
ignorance of spiritual facts is superior to ‘‘scientific
evidence,”’ and their own prejudiced perversions of the
truth a nobler thing than ‘‘scientific morality.”” How
these daily papers proudly prate ! :

FORMATION OF A JEWISH SPIRITUALIST SOCIETY.—
Through the initiative of Mr. Thomas Pugh (Hon. Sec.,
Sale Spiritualist Church) the first Jewish Spiritualist
Society in England was founded on April 3rd, at Mile End,
London, E. Mr. Pugh gave a brief address on the aims
and objects of the Society and answered questions from
those present. It was unanimously resolved that a
Society be formed, and called ‘‘ The National Jewish
Spiritualists’ Society,”” and that its objects should be to
investigate and demonstrate spiritual phenomena, and to
propagate the material, intellectual and spiritual benefits
of Spiritualism to humanity. Mr. Pugh was appointed
president, Mr. M. Blanstein, vice-president, Mr. T.
Blanstein, treasurer, and Mr. H. Saunders, secretary. It
was decided that nett expenses should be equally divided
and met by the Founders and those interested. All
communications should be addressed to Mr. M. Blanstein,
207, Brady Street Buildings, Mile End, London, E.1.

* WELCOME HOME ’ PARTY FOR THE DEMOBILISED.—
The Dundee Society of Spiritualists’ Women’s Guild
entertained demobilised soldiers and sailors in any way
connected with their Society in the Forresters’ Hall on the
1oth April. About a hundred couples were present, and
Mrs. Watt, the Convener of the Guild, heartily welcomed
them, and also thanked all those who had contributed
towards the entertainment in goods or money, Their
President, Mrs. Etta Duftus, Loudon, had sent a very
generous cheque, also a telegram wishing them a very
happy evening. This was received with loud applause.
The company was served with a substantial tea, and
during the night a plenteous supply of fruit, sweets, and
aerated waters. Fach demobilised soldier was presented
with a box of fifty cigarettes. Songs were rendered by
Mrs. Chalmers, Miss Watt, and Mr. Cromb, and dances
were given by the Misses Soutar. Dancing was engaged
in till midnight. The usual votes of thanks terminated a
most successful entertainment.

Lorp RAYLEIGH'S VIEW OF SPIRITUALISM.—Lord Ray-
leigh, O.M., in his presidential address at the meeting of the
Society for Psychical Research on April 11th, said: I
found (and, indeed, still find) it difficult to accept what one
may call the ** knave and fool theory '’ of these occurrences;
but, failing that, it would seem to follow that one must
admit the possibility of much that contrasts strongly with
ordinary experience. In common, I suppose with most
witnesses of such things, I repudiate altogether the idea of
hallucination as an explanation. The incidents were
almost always unexpected, and our impressions of them
agreed. Some attribute all these things to the devil, and
efuse to have anything to say to them. He had some-

times pointed out that if during the long hours of seances
they could keep the devil occupied in so comparatively
harmless a manner they deserved well of their neighbours !
He would appeal to serious inquirers not to indulge in
hasty conclusions on the basis of reports in the less
responsible newspaper press, or on the careless gossip of
ili-informed acquaintances. Of late years the published
work of the society had dealt with questions involving
telepathy, whether from living or other intelligences, and
some of the most experienced and cautious investigators
were of opinion that a case had been made out. To his
mind, telepathy with the dead would preseat comparatively
little difficulty when it was admitted as regarded the living.
If the apparatus of the senses was not used in one_case,
why should it be needed in the other ?

SIR ARTHUR CoNAN DoYLE informs us that he’addressed
audiences aggregating some 45,000 people during his recent
tour in the North and says, ‘‘It is wonderful how eager the
people are.”” He is starting early this month to do the
Manchester district. A representative of the Daily
Record interviewed Sir Arthur at his hotel in Glasgow, and
says ‘‘ he had scarcely recovered from the great effort of
speaking for an hour and twenty minutes to an audience of
5,000 people in St. Andrew’s Hall, on Sunday evening, and
he was looking forward to addressing another great gather-
ing in Liverpool to-morrow, but he was vibrantly enthu-
siastic regarding the mission to which he bas devoted
himself. ‘* There is nothing a man would not do for such a
cause, once he is convinced of the truth of it,”’ he declared.
‘“ It is the biggest thing that has come into the world, and
it is what the hearts of the war-victims—the bereaved
fathers and mothers and wives—are crying out for con-
sciously or unconsciously.”” ‘ Do your meetings bring
you encouragement ? *’ he was asked. ‘‘ They do. Not
once in all my meetings have I been interrupted, and cvery-
where people listen eagerly. They are tired of words
which bring them no comfort and long for solid facts, and
it is the solid facts of human survival and spirit communica-
tion of which I tell them. They are critical, but receptive.
Edinburgh and Glasgow are the only centres I have so far
visited in Scotland, but I have letters appealing to me to
speak in Aberdeen and other places, and I hope to do so.
I have my History of the War to finish, and I have a com-
panion volume to the ‘ New Revelation ’ almost ready,
but except for neccssary rests, I intend to devote myself to
this great work.”’

AN EDINBURGH FREE CHURCH MINISTER (the Rev.
Alexander Stewart) has delivered judgment on Spiritua-
lism in a letter to the Scotsman. He admits a total lack of
acquaintance with the phenomena, and offers no opinion
as to their genuineness, but he judges Spiritualism by what
he calls ‘ the one test which for every believer must always
make an end of controversy,’’ and declares “* it is not an
ally of Christianity, but a dangerous and insidious foe.”’
He arrives at this sweeping conclusion from the following
passage in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Edinburgh address :
* They (that is Spiritualists) said with respect to*His (that
is Jusus’) life and death on earth that while His death was
beautiful, many reformers had died for their ideas, and it
was the life that was unique. The death might be matched
but never the life.”” Mr. Stewart claims that this state-
ment, applauded by Sir Arthur’s audience, is ** definitely
anti-Christian : it robs the mission of our Lord to earth of
its redemptive character.”” But surely it would be more
true to term it merely anti-" orthodoxy '’—which is a
very limited, materialistic, quickly-vanishing, irrational,
and non-spiritual part of modern Christianity., The
orthodox view of Christ’'s death is a curious relic
inherited from the old Jewish doctrine of pacifying
an angry deity by the bloody sacrifice of bulls and goats.
It is no part of the Christianity of Jesus himself, and we
commend to Mr. Stewart’s consideration the saying of the
Master—* If ye had known what this meaneth, I will have
mercy and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the
guiltless.”” Spiritualism is Christianity with its original
signs and wonders ; Mr. Stewart’s form of Christianity is
shorn of that divine sanction, and stakes all on a shallow
literality which misses the true spiritual significance of the
Cross.

“'Tis time :
New hopes should animate the world, new light
Should dawn from new revealings to a race
Weighed down so long.”’— Paracelsus.
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The Mystic Symbolism of the Cross.
By L. A, A.

UCH might be said of the Cross as one of
the most ancient symbols of which we
have any knowledge. Traces of it are to

be found among primitive lake dwellers, in old
civilisations, such as Egypt, Assyria, Chaldaea,
Babylon, India, Tibet, China, and Peru, also in
prehistoric Britain, in Europe and America.
Thus it is of universal significance. Broadly
speaking it symbolised in its earliest forms,
matter and manifestation. In the ritual of Egyp-
tian initiation, it symbolised the descent of the
Logos into matter. The candidate was bound
upon a cross of wood, and placed in a sarcophagus
underneath the Hall of Initiation.

But it is not with the history of the Cross in its
various symbolic forms in pre-Christian times,
that this little paper is concerned, but with its
mystical significance in the life of the initiate of
the Christian mysteries, for the initiate must
tread the way of the Cross, though he shrinks and
rebels against its indignity. The Latin Crucifix
originally symbolised the joy of sacrifice :

In utter self-surrender, free from fear,

Dying to live the life of endless joy.

Later we get the idea of pain and suffering. In
the mind of Christendom to-day the joy is to a
great extent lost sight of, and the Cross conveys
the idea of the clash of love and pain.

The Cross, it has been said, is the ground-plan
of the universe. Every living being is a crucifix.
Biologists find the mystic sign scored deep in the
very foundations of the House of Life. Look
where we will, we find it in the crystal and the
snow-flake, in root and plant and flower, in the
animal world, in the common things of daily life ;
on every hand life’s supreme symbol confronts
us:

Swim, at every stroke thou art thy cross,

The masts and yards are their’s whom seas do toss ;

Look dowh : thou seest crosses in small things,
Look up: thou seest birds fly on crossed wings.

“The cosmos is a symphony wherein the
crucifix is the leading motif.” No one may
escape it. All must tread its high way, who are
of the strong, not of the weak ; it is for all who
taking their courage in their hands reach out
towards perfection, and are willing to take great
risks.

In the secret schools of the old mysteries it was
taught that ‘“ God designed the world archety-
pally in heaven, and then bent it cross-wise.”
When the initiate sets out upon the quest of
Reality he must lay his heart upon the cross of
matter, ¢.e., the body with all its limitations, its
prejudices, its shrinking, and take the road of
sacrifice and service, crossing out the lower
personal self with all its evasions, desires, and
habits, and seek the triumph of the spiritual man,
the Pilgrim of Eternity within. The highway of
the Cross is cut through all the familiar paths of
life, and all that is best in human life and character
bears the mark of surrender; while the great
work of transmutation can only be accomplished
by the continual and persistent sacrifice of the
lower nature to the demands of the higher.

Renunciation, made for pure love's sake,
Looseth the soul the Master’s way to take.

It was said of old that “ only those actions
through which shines the light of the Cross are
worthy of the life of the disciple,” and ever the
way of Becomng is one of constant striving andi

self-abnegation. ‘“ The Cross is a Tree set on fire
with invisible flames that illuminate all the
world.” The Flame is Love. for love. Sacrifice,
the crossing out of ““ I,” is the eternal lesson of
the Cross. But it must be a free and joyous
giving in the irterests of our fellow men, which
alone is true Brotherhood. This is the spirit
which will save the world, torn and bleeding
through self-interest, hate, and greed : the hall-
marks of materialism.

To possess nothing ; to give all for love, and
so follow the great Cross-bearer of the Universe
along the royal way ; to realise that we must lose
to find; is the true way of the soul, and the
initiate has much to part with ere he can take the
road. The seeker for Reality must cease to
desire possessions. All is for his use on the jour-
ney from sense to spirit, but he must see to it that
he is not encumbered, for he must unload and
stoop to take the Cross. This he must count it
all joy to do.

Thou first shalt keep the heart’s content
When strong renouncement hath thy being rent.

Such pure joy the Saints knew. Itis one of the
qualities which is so attractive in the sweet Saint
of Assisi, who with the joyous freedom of a child
renounced the things of earth that he might be
free to tread the great highway. In suffering, in
humiliation, in disappointment, and in persecu-
tion, be found *‘ perfect joy.” ‘‘ The Cross,” says
a Kempis, ‘“is always ready, and everywhere
awaits thee.” It is not surprising to hear that
his ‘ Imitation of Christ ”’ was one of the books
most read and valued by our men at the Front,
who recognised in him one *‘ who was an expert in
the science of the Cross,” that difficult ladder to
the stars which they were painfully climbing, and
many paused before the wayside Calvaries of
France, and understood at last something of the
meaning of all they were enduring. *

But the symbolism of the Cross is still a stumb-
ling block and a rock of offence to those who have
not learnt the secret of the inner life, nor appre-
hended anything of the mystery of man’s true
nature. But

Knowledge comes to him who listens long
At Wisdom'’s silent shrine,
and if the quest be sincere the symbolism will be
revealed and he will see in the crucifix the key
which will solve life’s problem.
The Master-Soul in symbo] here behold,
Upon the Cross of Flesh, in wide-arm’d love,

Sharing the joys and sorrows manifold
Of all the sons of men he hangs above.

Unto the cross his wounded hands and feet
By three great nails of Will are fixéd fast ;

Desire to know and True Love's instinct sweet,
And Will to Live, all to the end do last.

The Soldiers who the hammer of Desire wield,
And the nails the strongest driving give,
Are those he loves, whose ardent passions fire,
And urge his heart afresh with then to live.
Renouncing all, the Crucified endures,
And o’er the world his love and knowledge pours.

L S K

ScortisH NEws.—Sir Arthur Conan Doyle delivered his
lecture in The Usher Hall, Edinburgh on the evening of
4th April, over three thousand being present. Since then,
the Edinburgh Association of Spiritualists have had to
remove from The Albyn Hall, which could barely hold
250 persons, and have taken the historical Queen’s Hall,
5, Queen street, where services are held every Sunday at
r1-15 and 6-30. At the evening services the hall, which
can accommodate nearly 1,500, is usually filled, which
augurs well for the future of Spiritualism in the capital of
Scotland.
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The Directivity of Life.—II.
By the Rev. Pror. G. HENSLOW, M.A, F.L.S,, &c.
(Continued from page 100.)

E have seen how Directivity is necessary
for making the various substances, out of
which the bodies of all living things are

composed, in both the animal and vegetable
kingdoms. All their organs fundamentally con-
sist of cells, as seen, for example, in a section of a
grain of wheat, or of a petal, under the microscope,
which look like a piece of net or honeycomb. In
plants the cells are all much alike a¢ first, if formed
freely, being more or less spherical, but they

assume a great variety of shapes when compacted

together into tissues. Thus, they grow flat when
united together by their edges to form the skin of
. a leaf; but are globular and free in the yellow
dust-like pollen of a flower. To make wood they
assume a spindle-like form, and are closely
crowded together to make solid timber. In the
soft pith of a rush stem they are star-shaped, all
being united together by the tips of the “ rays ”’
only.

How comes it that each takes on the necessary
shape for its own peculiar use, under the circum-
stances, required for perfect growth in every
different organ of a plant ? Purposeful Directivity
is the direct cause in every case. Every plant
begins as a single and simple cell within the ovule
of a flower, 7., in all flowering plants. It
received the influence from a grain of pollen.
Then a marvellous process takes place within the
cell, in order to enable it to divide into two cells,
and each did the same thing, and so on, till many
millions were made to construct, say, an oak tree.
But at first, the cells made only a tiny embryo
within a seed; with, or without, an additional
mass of food for the seed to germinate. Inagrain
of wheat the embryo is situated at the base, just
where the surface is wrinkled, the rest of the grain
consists of flour when it is ground. This is the
food for the germinating embryo until it possesses
roots and leaves. But a bean, walnut, or corn
has its nourishment stored up within the embryo
itself, which we eat, in an almond or walnut. All
this, and much more, implies set purpose, or object
in view, before the first cell was made to grow into
an embryo. And as the same kind of plant
reproduces the same kind of seed and fruit, a
Directivity peculiar to each kind of plant is a
hereditary character of life in all.

_Analogous processes take place in the animal
kingdom. All begin as a cell, but each grows into
some one sort of the innumerable kind of animal
beings. We have seen how blood supplies the
materials necessary to make all the parts of our
bodies, and supplies exactly what they require.
The cells at once set to work to form the various
organs of the body, as our skulls, hands and feet,
all in their preordained places ; not forgetting the
oil necessary for keeping the joints well lubricated.
Let us take a special organ of extreme interest,
the eye. The eye is a camera, but far more
perfect and complex than any that a photographer
uses. The essential features of the latter are a
box, blackened within, with an opening at the
back for inserting a sensitive plate. There is a
tube in front containing a double convex lens.
The tube can be drawn out, so as to make the
picture fall on the sensitive plate. The lens
causes the picture to be minute and inverted. The
eye is a globular box, also blackened within to
absorb superfluous light, with a double convex
lens suspended near the front, made of transparent

gelatine-like substance in numerous layers. The
eye-box is closed in front by the cornea, a trans-
parent and slightly convex surface enclosing a
watery substance of the so-called aqueous cham-
ber, the pupil being a passage down to the lens
within. The cornea acts as a second lens which
makes a tiny image of the scene or person to be
photographed, which is sent on to the pupil, and
down to the ciystalline lens within. Inside the
ball is a transparent semi-solid ‘‘ vitreous
humour.” The eye-ball is provided with muscles
by means of which we can raise or turn it in any
direction at will. In order to see a distant object
as clearly as one close at hand, muscles can
stretch the lens so as to make it less convex and so
adjust it to allow a clearly defined image to be
always on the retina on the surface as the back.
This is provided with nerves which convey it, by
vibrations to the portion of the brain which
engenders the process of sight. Here the minute
image becomes inverted and the natural size
appears to the sense of sight, and at its natural
distance from the eye. But, how all this is
cffected nobody can say as yet. The whole—
which included many other details—are all under
Directivity, which obviously so directs the
numerous forces which in turn, so act upon
matter, as to bring about the marvellous result of
sight. So, too, the intelligent directivity of the
Photographer takes your likeness in an analogous
but a much simpler way.

As another example, let us take a flower
everyone knows, the common white dead-nettle,
with its clusters of flowers at the base of the
opposite leaves. It will have been noticed that
the corolla has a tube below with a hood at the
back, and a three-lobed “lip” in front. On
pulling it open, four stamens will be seen standing
erect, at the back of the hood ; the anthers face
the front. The pistil with its ovary below stands
erect bearing two tongue-like stigmas in the fiont.
Now the ancestors of this plant had * regular ”’
flowers, i.e., the petals were all alike and spread-
ing as in a primrose. Somehow, it became
changed to the present ‘‘irregular ”’ form ; but
how and why ? The flowers being crowded and
not standing out freely like a primrose, must be
visited from the front only; so when the bee
comes, she alights on the prepared landing place,
i.e., the ““lip " and bending her head downward
for the honey, thrusts it against the four anthers,
and so gets a quantity of pollen on her head.
Then flying away, or crawling to the next flower,
the projecting stigmas sweep off the pollen from
her head. Such is the process in this and many
other ‘ irregular” flowers, as the Snapdragon,
Foxglove, Salvia, etc.

It may be asked—Why do we believe that the
ancestral flower was ““ regular? ”’ It is because
it sometimes ‘‘ reverts "’ to the regular form ; and
then it has five petals all alike, five (instead of
four or two stamens) situated between the five
petals, the pistil is restored by having five instead
of two carpels and so on.

Assuming the theory to be true, then the
answer follows ; that these wonderful adaptations
to insect pollination is the work of Directivity,
under which “ forces ”’ have made some twenty or
more distinct changes to secure its own fertilisa-
tion through its visitor’s action.

(To be concluded.)
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Letters to the Editor.

THE GREAT GULF—WHERE IS IT?
Sir,—1I have been reading * What we should believe,"”’
and am surprised that the author, evidently a man of
acumen and understanding should base his conviction
of the impossibility of spirit-communication through
mediums on the parable of the rich man and Lazarus.
The gulf fixed in that parableis between heaven and hell,
and not between earth and other spheres. We all know
that Jacob’s ladder between heaven and earthis bright

with descending and ascending angels:— Yours, &c.,

E. P. PRENTICE,

ALLEGED UNRELIABILITY OF PSYCHIC ARTS.
Dear Sir,—I amin sympathy with *“ Perplexed Student,”’
having been a close inquirer for eight years, and having
attended one group of Spiritualists’ meetings all that time.
By close observance, I have learned that very few, if any,
who speak under control, or are public clairvoyants, can
be relied upon, for prophecy. They are often thought-
readers, by the power of the spirit, and give one’s own
thoughts, hopes, and aspirations. The true prophet must
live apart from the world. Let ‘* Perplexed Student’’
live Spirituality. Truth and Purity, and aspire to the
highest within kis own soul, then, he will need no medium ;

he will get all things direct to himself.—Yours truly, L
J. B. .

Dear Sir—In answer to ‘“ A Perplexcd Student’s’
letter, I might mention one reason wiiy expected events,
given by more than one medium, did not come to pass. It
isnot, Ithink, sufficiently recognised by the majority of
Spiritualists that ‘‘ controls’’ can be influenced by
unscrupulous ‘* astral walkers,”” and the powerful ** black
magician.”” These pcople still in the flesh, by use of black
arts, and their powerful wills, always try to oppose every-
thing good. Disguised with benevolent intent, they are
often able, for the time at least, to influence the controls,”’
should they bein any way off guard. I do not say this can
be done with all, but who has not becn deceived sometimes
during life ? Why not those on the other side ? The
mediums, being the instruments, have to rely on their
controls. We want protection for our mediums in more
ways than one. Many Spiritualists with gifted sight
know this, but everything takes time, patience, and experi-
ence. A student myself of Spiritualism, also a natural
sensitive, I can speak with some knowledge on this subject,
having experienced the most sinister dcalings, but fortun-
ately have the gift of knowing these horrors, and how they
work. I have also had the samc cxperience as yourself
(Perplexed Student), so don’t be disheartened-—*we live
and learn.” Some of us have Psychic Gifts; others,
other kinds ; few have all knowledge.— Yours faithfully,

IVY M. ANGELSMITH.

A SICK DAUGHTER'S TELEPATHIC CALL TO
HER MOTHER.

Sir,—Belicving that all scientific progress is made upon
the lines of first collecting the facts, and deducing the
theories afterwards, I think the following story of myself
and daughter, now deccased, will be interesting.

At no time in my child’s history had she been robust,
but she was possessed of a wonderful will-power, summed
up in the word pluck ! And otherwise she was a good girl,
and clever. But her poor physical state eventually led
to her death in a London hospital from heart-failure. It
was while she was lying in this hospital that the following
occurred. 1 was on a visit to relatives in another part of
London, and at about three o'clock in the afternoon I
became suddenly distressed in body, with a sharp pain in
the region of the heart, and began to tremble all over. I
may say that although I am not an emotional woman, I
am high-strung, and highly-sensitive to physical changes.
For instance, electrical changes in the atmosphere often
upsct me very much.

Well this sort of disturbed statc of body —which through-
out my life I have got to associate with ** trouble "' of
some kind about me—led me naturally to think of my sick
daughter, and although I had madec arrangements to stay
with my friends till the following morning I could get no
rest of mind or body. I was obliged to leave, impelled by
some invisible influence or power to travel as fast as I
could to the bedside of my child. At this time she was
'twenty-seveu years old, and she died about three weeks
ater.

On approaching her, I was greeted with these words—
“ Oh, I knew that you would come !’ And afterwards
she went on to relate how hard she had * prayced,’’ and
how strongly she had with all her strength *‘ willed '
that her wish to see me should be ** conveyed "’ to me. I
heard this, as any one can imagine, with considerable
interest and emotion, and as I was leaving her I asked her
about what time it was that she began to *‘ pray "’ and
“ will ”* to sec me so much, and she told me that it was
** about three o’clock ! **

I have no complete explanation of these phenomena to
ofter, but there are the facts—a few morc to be added to
“old wives’ tales” and ‘ omens and superstitions,”
which are going on accumulating, and which will have to
be explained sooner or later to satisfy the human soul for
more knowledge. I might add that I have come to write
his little bit of psychic experience through a copy of your,
paper quite accidently falling into my hands.—I at;:l,}%t(:.

HOW TERRESTRIAL BELIEFS ARE RETAINED.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Richard A. Bush’s letter on ‘* Testimon-
ies of Spirit-communicators '’ tempts me to relate my own
experiences in questioning spirit-controls about reincarna-
tion. I know a lady for whom I have the very highest
respect as one of the most gifted and conscientious of
mediums, and whose controls always bring the highest
spiritual atmosphere and lofty thought. These spirit-
personalities, however, though unmistakably real, and
often showing characteristics quite opposed to those
possessed by the medium normally, are pract.lcall_y
unanimous in teaching the philosophy of life which 1s
based on the doctrine of reincarnation. In order to
discover what part the medium’s mental attitude might
play, in colouring the communications, I asked questions
to determine how she regarded the teaching of reincarna-
tion, and ascertained that she had not known anything of
the teaching, previous to its being given through her by
the spirit-controls, as communicated to her by others
after she came out of the trance state. Afterwards as a
Tesult of interior experiences, which she interpreted as
being recollections of past lives, combined doubtless with
the influence of her spirit-guides and controls, she cl.nb}'a.ced
the teaching and to-day is a convinced reincarnationist.

Now here, is a clear case, it scems to me, where we ﬁ_nd
that men and women who were believers in rcincarnation
while on earth, still retain their belief and morcover are
still so convinced of its truth that they promulgate it
through a medium. But a circumstance which ha.§ per-
plexed me, more than any other, is that children, claiming
to be of certain ancient races and whose statements so far
as the character of their personality was concerned, were
verified independently by other clairvoyants, teqch the
doctrine also, and declare that it is given to them in turn
by their spirit-teachers. In order to show clearly th_c
nature of my perplexities, which cover not only this
particular case of trance-control but also the wider pro-
blems of mediumship and its psychology, T will transcribe
my notes of a seance, taken in the carly part of the ycar
1914 :—

9"4011e of the Professors controlled M. A_fter\\"fu'd,\;
‘ Sunshine "’ came, the little dark girl. I asked ‘* Sunshine
many questions bearing on previous statcments she had
made. It had occured to me, that if, as she asscrtefl. she
had been in the spiritual world for a vast period of time - -
(she asserts that her last incarnation on carth, was in
India, that her race is nearly extinct, and that with an
old woman of her tribe whom she calls ** Cusha *’ she lived
amongst thé grasses and ate Dberrics, ctc.)—the'n where
was the evidence of her maturity from an organic stand-
point ? She speaks as a child, and is described l:\y clair-
voyants as a child. I questioned her on these .pom’t's and
she replied to the cflect that she was a ** big-little ™" girl,
that is to say she was very old in spirit, but apparently
young from a bodily standpoint. Also she said this
apparent inconsistency was in accordance with her necds
and work. She tried to explain that she had to become
** little ** because of ** littleness "’ of the conditions she was
working in. She affirmed that she was onc of ** Sister
Teresa’s *’ group, and then went on to give a somewhat
metaphysical description of the mixture and s:oml)mgxtxon
of elements in nature. Her joy in existence is in obedience
to her teachers, and she is confident in her teaching thfwt
we live many lives on earth. There were changes in
progress, she further said, in the interior of the carth, and
she described ‘“ holes ’’ in the depths of the planetary
body. These changes in the geological structure of the
earth, which she said are going on now, will ultimately
result in a universal cataclysm, and thc uprising of new
continents upon which will live a new and more spiritual
race of human beings.” . .

Recently, I had another opportunity to question
““ Sunshine "’ on the old problem, and found that she still
adhered to her teaching of reincarnation. I found, how-
ever,that she had mastered English and spoke as if she had
experienced growth, organically as well as spiritually.
It seems to me, that in a case of this kind, waiving any
doubts as to the genuineness of the control we have proof
of the influence on the one hand of spiritual beings, who
believe in reincarnation, on the receptive mind of a spirit-
child, and on the other, of the medium with whom this
child had come to associate.-—Yours faithfully,

C. V. W. TARR.
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SHORT NOTICES OF NEW

BOOKS.
By L. A. A.

TeACHINGS oF Love. Transmitted through M. E., with
Introduction by Dr. Ellis T. Powell, L.L.B., D.Sc.
Plymouth : William Brendon and Son, Ltd. rs. 6d. net.
The Teaching’s contained in this little volume are

selected from a large number of writings received im-

pressionally by M. E., from a spirit-communicator who

claims to have been a temple priestess in ancient Nineveh,
and been twice re-incarnated, presumably once at least in
the Christian era. As Dr. Powcll remarks in the introduc-
tion we have no means of verifying this claim, and are
confronted by the problem of spirit-identity which under-
lies the whole area of psychical research. The keynote of
tne teachings is Love. In the Beyond, ‘‘ there is only

Love in its fullest, highest, most perfect development.”

The Divine Immanence, the ministry of angels, the way of

the Cross, the glorious message of Easter, are all put

before the reader in simple, earnest words.

THE THINNING OF THE VEIL. A Record of Experience by
Mary Bruce Wallace. With Foreword by J. Bruce
Wallace, M.A. London: John Watkins. 2s. net.

A rarely beautiful record of meeting and intercoursc
with heavenly visitants without any external aid, which
will make a strong appeal to the spiritually-minded. The
experience came paturally, without effort, through the
quiet, steady unfolding of the inner faculties of the recipi-
ent. It is precisely this note of gentle quiet simplicity
which is so arresting and satisfying in these communica-
tions. This is as it should be. ‘‘ Remember,’ said the
Teacher, ‘‘ it is the mind of man that obscures the soul
vision.”” Here we feel, is a soul of such crystal purity and
single-mindedness, that the veil was rent, without any
curious seeking, but in the orderly course of spiritual
development, for one undoubtedly being used to make the
Beyond more real to us. ‘‘ The veil is thinning fast now,
and will thin still faster for the souls who are conscious of
what we are seeking to do.”” Harmony, peace, and calm
is urged in order to be ready for the message and for
service, for ‘* In calmness lies power.”” There is much in
the words of the Teacher for our instruction in these
difficult days, and always the word of cheer—** Go forward
in faith and patience never losing sight of the Heavenly
Vision.”” A little book to be thankful for; full of inspira-

tion.
THE QuEeEsT. A Quarterly Review, Edited by G. R. S.
Mead. T.ondon: John Watkins. 2s. 6d. net.

The April number contains much interesting matter.
It opens with a short poem by Sir Rabindranath Tagore,
and this is followed by Nietzsche’s ‘‘ Diatribe against
Christianity,”” which the editor says he hesitated for some
time to publish. It is valuable as a revelation of the
spirit underlying the Nietzschean doctrine, shewn in a
series of epitomised passages brought togcther from his
writings. An article on ‘* Psycho-analysis and the Yoga
Aphorisms,”” by F. T. Winter, the third of a series, draws a
comparison between Freud’s theory and Pataunjali, shew-
ing that castern and western minds are opposed to each
other in their methods of de. ling with the disposition of
psychical energy. ** The Beginning of Human Perfectibi-
lity,”” by the cditor, points out that the higher mystery
institutions of antiquity taught a gospel of perfection.
Knowledge was to be had for the sceking, and there was a
deeper knowledge, the Gnosis, spiritual knowledge,
knowledge of perfectibility, the end of which was conscious
union with God. We must look for the beginnings of this
perfectibility from the divine man within. Spacc forbids
one from cntering more fully into the contents of this
magazine ‘‘ full of good things '’ further than to notice
briefly the very interesting paper on * Biblical Folk-Lore,’
based on Sir fames Frazer’s epoch-making book ‘‘ Folk
Lore in the Old Testament,”” and also the very valuable
criticism, in ‘‘ Reviews,” of Dean Inge’s work, ‘‘ The
Philosophy of Plotinus,”” ‘“ a work of the first order and
importance,” and the best which has yet appeared on the
subject.

THeEou-SoHPIA  Elucidating the Science and Philosophy
of the Divine Mysteries. By Holden E. Sampson.
London : Kegan Paul. 8s. 6d. net.

The author of this work believes the time has come to
declare the Mystery of Christ openly. Man has lost the
memory of his Divine condition, wandered from his
Centre, and therefore resents being told to renounce the
fruits of action and deny the sclf. He has fallen into the
slough of materialism. This volume is the first of a series
setuny torth the Divine Mystenes, or Wisdom ot God in
plain English, and 15 not the production of the author in
an ordinary sense. He has but deciphered the Riddle of
the Sphinx and given the clue. The system ot redemptive
evolution, arrested by the Fall, for which the scientific
cause is given, with the simple method of the Christ
evolution is shewn to have superseded temporarily creative

doctrine the as antidote The gospel of Jesus Chrisv hac
been materialised and hidden under the false assumptions
of modern religion. What has survived of Truth is veiled
under symbols to which the Initiate-Masters in the
Mysteries alone possess the key. The world owes a debt
of gratitude to Darwin for the recovery of the idea of
evolution. He foresaw that in the future psychology
would be based on a new foundation, and further light
would be thrown on man’s origin and history. Before the
Fall man knew and sensed the Infinite—lived, loved, and
functioned in the power of Divine Energy. But now
there is no open vision, for the Gnosis died with the true
successors of the Apostles. This is no ordinary work, but
one which all seekers will do well to study, although many
will not accept the conclusion that all forms of the so-
called ‘ new’ mysticism, occultism, etc., have their
source in black magic; as opposed to the white magic of
eastern sages and masters..

A DEFENCE OF DARK SEANCES.
By TOM THOMAS.

O much has been said against the dark-room seance,
S that I think it high time to arrest the criticism, and

call the critics to a sense of reason. I have no quarrel
with devotees of the light seance, but when they cynically
remark that the phenomena ought to take place in the
light, I think there is something wrong with their under-
standing. Not that the impossible is sought, but from
sheer unacquaintance with the development of mediums,

" obstacles are placed in the way of accepting a truth.

Let us postulate in this fashion : ‘“ If a certain pheno-
menon happens in the absence of light, and the same
phenomenon takes place also in light, what is the difference
between the truth of both occurrences ? *’ Surely, we need
not split hairs on a question so elementary ? Given a
medium for the production of physical phenomena in the
dark there can be no proof that the phenomena are produc-
able through the same medium in the glare of the mid-day
sun. What is necessary, is a proper grounding in the
process of developing mediums from the rudimentary
stage, and a sufficiency of self-control on the part of the
sitters ; then the road is clear for a truer conception of the
laws operating in the production of phenomenain the dark.

Should the phenomena take place in the light, are we
sure the alchemical process would be seen and understood ?
Mediums differ in organisation and temperament. Some
are able to hold a finer type of magnetism than others.
If a medium has powers which can only be demonstrated
in the dark, the darkness is no evidence that genuine
phenomena do not take place. Few mediums have ever
developed their powers for producing physical phenomena
in the light of day, but we can think in hundreds of genuine
mediums whose seances were held in the dark.

I have attended hundreds of seances, but the greatest
results have been obtained by dark seance arrangements.
Take direct writing. I have made scores of pads for
direct writing, so that it would be impossible for a medium
to hoodwink me in the matter of unfixing my own seals,
or establishing a fasimile of my private mark, in darkness.

It is useless thinking it is impossible to make a dark
seance fraud-proof. Time and again (the oftener the
better) the safety methods should be changed, until it
becomes part of a medium’s seance-life to expect newer
and more rigorous test conditions. The chances are that
mediums will then be always honest and straightforward,
only going to their chairs, and passively waiting until the
phenomena are produced, never worrying whether results
are immediate or great.

One great secret is the integrity of those who gather
round a medium for his or her development. From the
best quality sitters there is always a demand for harmon-
ious conditions, which, if applied to guides or controls,
means that they too, must be of the same high quality and
able to command the respect and sympathy so necessary
for the best results.

I sat for years with a certain medium, during which
apports were brought into the room in light. From what
I experienced there was not a single sitter who could say
at what stage of materialisation (or de-materialisation),
the apports came into the room. Further, not one of us
could see anything that took place regarding the chemical
process of materialisation, so we were no better informed,
nor less baffled, than we would have been in the dark.
One thing is certain, the apports were de-materialised
outside the room, and brought into the room and re-
materialised, or the walls or doors went through a process
of disintegration of particles to allow the full object to pass
through, and the aperture thus made re-integrated to its
proper condition ! All that is necessary to prevent tricks
is a company of wideawake, honest investigators, then
fraud is impossible. I have written this, simply to
attract ‘Gazetteers to a full and proper discussion of seance
methods.
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The Annual Convention

OF THE

UNION OF LONDON SPIRITUALISTS.
WILL BE HELD AT

SOUTH PLACE INSTITUTE, FINSBURY, E.C.,

ON TMURSDAY, MAY 15, 1919.

The President, Geo. Tayler Gwinn, Esq., will occupy the Chair.
Morning, at 11 o’clock : Mrs. Mary Gordon will open the subject of
“PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUALISM” for Questions and Discussion.
Afternoon, at 3 o’clock : “ CLAIRVOYANCE,” by Mrs. A. E. Cannock.
Evening, at 7 oclock : MASS MEETINGB, Speakers: Miss Lind-
af-Hageby, James Coates, Esq., Ph.D., F.A.S., Ernest Hunt, Esq.
(Author of * Nerve Control.””) Vocalists : Miss Edith Bolton and
Miss Nelly Dimmick. Organist: C. W. Turner, Esq.

Welcome to all. Seats Free. Collection to Defray Expenses.

Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood,

Old Steine Hall, 52a, Old Steine, Brighton.
Affiliated with National Spiritualist Union.

Sunday Services, 11.30 and 7 p.m.
Week-day Meetings, Monday and Thursday, 7.46.

Visitors and Enquirers welcome at all our Meetings.

Speakers and Demonstiators:

MAY 11th—Mr. SARFAS.
., 18th—Mr. A. VOUT PETERS.
,» 25th—Mr. A, MASKELL.

‘A RIFT IN THE VEIL’

A BEAUTIFUL SONG.

Written and Composed by Mr. CECIL HUSK.
It is hoped every friend interested in the Spiritualist
Cause will purchase a copy for the benefit of this
Medium, who has convinced so many people of the real

truth of a Hereafter.

All ordeys should be sent, with Money Order for 2/-,
to Mys. Duffus, Penniwells, Elstree, Herls.

“The Larger Spiritualism,” and
“The Place of Jesus Christ in Spiritualism.”
(4th Edition).

Two I[mportant Pamphlets by Richard A. Bush, F.C.S.
Post free 5d. each. Obtainable from the Author at Morden, Surrey.

ASTROLOGICAL
SERVICE.

Clear concise work of practical every-day value. No
obscurity ; straightforward solution of vour problems.
Highest References. Strict Privacy.
A GUARANTEED ACCURATE READING OF YOUR HOROSCOPE.
Map of Heavens showing aspects and ‘‘Directions,” with 10/6
20-page personally written delineation, showing how the planets ciah
influence YOU; 'neatly bound pocket size, cloth. Business, p, 54°
social life, marriage, prospects, etc., dealt with. Date.Piace.
Have you ever realised the value of a really first-class reading? It is
the best investment you can make. Write now—lose no chances.

ASTROLOGICAL LESSONS. .
Plain facts of priceless valuc so simply set forth that any ordinary
person can quickly learn to cast and read a Horoscope. Contains
information otherwise unobtainable; itis the best course money can buy.
Foe.—Two Guineas for the Ten lessons (Including correction

of work and personal supetvision throughout Course.

No books or previous experience needed. No *‘ extras.”
Send for List and free sample Incense.
Interviews by appointment.  Correspondence «

CARR BANK, WHATSTAND-

R' H' T- NAYLO R) WELL, DERBYSHIRE.
HOME FROM THE WAR—A personal nite—Mr. R, H. T. Nuylor is now attending
personally to all business. Heis retired from the Ariy owing o wounds received whilst
serving as Infantry Officer in France. 1917 ; having cerved since Moubilisati nin 1914 (and

previously in Territorial Forcer. Clients will please accept arolugiesfor pastde.ays owing
to above cause. Prompt and efficient service isnow assured,

ited.

CHRISTIANITY
IN THE NEW AGE

By E. HERMAN.

 Earnest and reverent spirit characterises ‘ Christianity
1n the New Age.” The book is tinged throughout with a
spirit of mysticism, Deserves to be read for its genuine
religious spirit.”—Daily Gyaphic.

7/6 net.

SPIRITUALISM

Its History, Phenomena, and Doctrine.
By J. ARTHUR HILL,

Author of ‘' Psychical Investigation,” ** Man is a Spirit."”

“ Mr. Hillis one of the leading exponents of Spiritualism
at the present time, and he now adds to the other works
in which he has recorded the evidence for, and supported
the doctrine of, communication with the dead.”—The
Times.

7,6 net,

THE HOUSE OF CASSELL, LONDON, EC. 4.

BOOKS FOR SALE, excellent condition, post

free at following prices:—

Zadkiel’s Legacy (1842), in perfect condition, 4/6. 4. J.
Pearce—Text Book of Astrology, 15/-; .Science ot the Stars,
3/6. Sepharial—Eclipses in Theory and Practice, 3/6. Isabelle
M. Pagan—The Palace of the King, 1/3. Isaac N. Vaii—The
Earth's Annular System, 5/-. William G. Benham—The Laws
of Scientific Hand Reading, with 8oo Illustrations from Life,
12/6. Charles Courtenay—The Empire of Silence, 2/6. Ida
Ellis—A Catechism of Palmistry, 2/6. W. F Evans—Primitive
Mind Cure, 5/-. Divine Law of Cure, 6/-. Mental Medicine, 6/-.
Anna W. Mills—Practical Metaphysics for Healing and Self-
Culture, 4/-. Prof. Ebbard—Bedrock of Health, 6/-. Will Power,
5/-. G. Leland—Have You a Strong Will ? 3/-. C. Haskell—
Perfect Health, 2/-. Farwell’'s Fingers and Fortune, 1/-
Dr. Dreyer, F.R.A.S.—Life and Work of Tycho Brahe, the
famous Astronomer and Astrologer, 5/- Etta de Camp—Return
of Frank R. Stockton, author of ‘“ The Lady of the Tiger,’’
Stories and Letters received Inspirationally, 3/6. J.L. MacBeth
Bain—The Great Peace, 1/6. The Lady Sheila, 2/-. E.
George—The Ladder of Light, 2/-. E. Gibbon and S. Ockley—
The Saracens, Rise and Fall, 2/-. M. W. Blackden—Ed. Trans.
Ritual Judgement of the Soul, 5/-. Randolf Steiner—Atlantis and
Lemuria, 3/-. Dr.J Rhodes Buchanan—Manual of Pscyhometry,
Boston, 1883, 6/-. IRev. Rob. Taylor, A.B., M.R.C.S.—The
Diagesis. A Discovery of the Origin, Evidencesand Early History
of Christianity in London, 1829 (scarce), 25/. Orders should be
sent, accompanied by Postal Orderfor amount, to

BOOK HUNTER, c/o Psychic Gazette, 24a. Regent St.
London, S.W.1.

AN EDINBURGH correspondent writes us that the
Evening Dispatch of that city announced that a correspon-
dence on Spiritualism runningin its columns was ‘‘ closed,”’
and thereafter continued to insert letters from the opposi-
tion side only ! If that is correct it cannot be called
‘‘ cricket,”’ or even ordinary decent fair play.

WE are pleased to hear that the recently-formed weekly
circle at Durham is making good progress. It meets in a
quaint 17th century house overlooking the river.
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A VISIT TO BRIGHTON

is incomplete
unless you give the Eminent Phrvnologlsts a call.
j Professor and Mrs, J. MILLOTT SEVERN,
68, West Street and West Pier, Daily.
25 Years’ Practical Experience.

OCCULT ARCHITECTURE, Art of Arts.
*Kingly Science, Kingly Secrets.”
Rebuilding of the Human Temple in conformity with
Divine Plan,
“ THE PERFECTION OF EVERY MAN.”

Series of Studies in the Life Side of Astrology, based on the
Horoscope as Key and Ground-plan.

Horoscope Deliniations, brief or full, £1 Is., £2 2s.,
respectively.

Send place, date, birth-time, fee, large self-addressed stamped

envelope, to LEO FRENCH, Walcot, Stone Hill, Bordon, Hants.

£3 3s.

What is the difference between the common-
{Jlace average man and the genius? It is simpl
he putting into operation” this Power, whicl
every one possesses, but of which very few know
anything. = Have you an ideal—it does not
matter what it is? "You can realize it. Do you
laek friends, sympathy, cong_le;m_al surroundings ?
You alone spinel inthe way. This pocket course is
the oufcome of man?/ years’study.and ishased on
unfailing laws;_a splendid opportunity to increase
your talents, abilities, gratify your ambitions, make
yourself worth a hundred per cent. more. Partial
contents:  Mental and Physical Decrepitude
avoided—Why twe do not get what we want—
Hints to "Sensitives"—How _to create and direct
the Power—How one may give real help to those
in _Trouble—The Wasting Mind and how
avoided—Why Mentality should become stronger
the longer we live—The Law of Mind Enrichment—

The Ten most Powerful Words in our tongue. Send to-dav for the book.
2s. 8d., postage paid. THE TALISMAN PUBLISHING INSTITUTE, Harrogate.

GEORGE ESHELBY,

GIFTED CLAIRAUDIENT MEDIUM,
GIVES PSYCHOMETRY . BY POST ONLY FROM
LETTERS 2/-. Questions answered or advice given. 8 years’
experience. "Wonderfully true,” say clients. Information
about missing soldiers or relatives given free. Send photo

and stamped envelope.

37, MILFORD STREET, SPLOTT, CARDIFF.

The “ Joy Spirit Communicator”
For obtaining Direct Messages from Spirit Friends.

TESTIMONIALS.

"It is much better than the pencil planchettes—simpler.”—
Anglesey.

"1 do thank God | at last made up my mind to write forone.”—
Yarmouth.

Including handsome lettered sheet with alphabetand directions,
5/- post free, from
M. ARCHER, 4, Grove Green Road, Leyton, Essex, E. 11.
sycho-therapeutic society, Itd. 26, red lion
P SQUARE, LONDON, W.C. 1 (nearest Tube Station, Holborn).
Free Healing, Mondays and Fridays 3to 6 p.m, ; Wednesdays,
5to 7.30 p.m. Special Diagnosis, Fridays, by appointment (small
fee according to means). In 1916 nearly 2,000 treatments were
given with excellent results. Donations earnestly solicited, and
membership (E1 Is. per annum) invited, entitling free admission to
lectures and use of large library.— Apply, Hon. Sec.

Mrs. Allice Harper, ZadadAwia

Lecturer, Teacher and Psychic. Helpful
matters by Psycho-Analysis (Soul Reading).
when desired.

Road,

Readings on all
Clients visited

72, Agamemnon West Hampstead, London, N.W.
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF J. J. MORSE.—In our issues of
June, July, August, September, and October, 1916, we published
Sir. Morse's autobiography as graphically related by himself to
the Editor of The Psychic Gazette in an interview beneath a
beech tree, within a stone’s throw of his birth-place. Some sets
of the Five Numbers still on hand. Sent post free for 2*. 9d.—

24A, Regent Street, S.W .i.

INTERNATIONAL PSYCHIC GAZETTE.

May, 1919.

YOUR NATIVITY.

By the position of the Planets in the Nativity, and
their aspects to each other, it is possible to give the
General Descriptions of Person, Character, Health,
Diseases liable to, most successful Employment or
Profession for which the person is adapted, Travelling,
when and where most successful, Friends, Enemies,
Honour, Pecuniary Benefits and Prospects, Success in
Business, Marriage, Intellectuality, Speculation, Invest-
ment, etc., etc. A Guide to everyday events in life.

Why not Ascertain the Truth of This?

For a limited time we are prepared to give a test
reading for a prepaid fee of 1/6.

You are earnestly invited to avail yourself of the
opportunity presented. Our experience extends over

many years and satisfaction is guaranteed in every
case.

Send fee together with place, time, and date of
birth, sex and if married, to —

“ Aquarius,” 8, Cheltenham Parade, Harrogate.

FOR OCCULT
STUDENTS.

'MEMPHIS ” CRYSTALS -
Best Obtainable. With Booklet.

* MEMPHIS” MAGNETIC MIRRORS .
For inducing Clairvoyance. Hassame peculiar properties as
expensive natural Rock Crystal in concentrated form. Full
and plain instructions included.

“ MEMPHIS” INCENSE TABLETS (Tin of 25)
Incense and charcoal combined. With burnercliﬂ. A tablet,
ignited, diffuses fragrant perfume which clears physical and
astral _atmosphere of harmful influences. Sets in motion
vibrations helpful tostudy and experiment. Unique in effect.

MEMPHIS” PLANCHETTE ..c.ooiiiiiiannnns 5/6
Perfectly designed instrument_ for obtaining messages from
the unseen. ith booklet of instructions.

“MEMPHIS” OUIJA BOARDS (New Pattern)
Most efficient instrument for obtaining “ spirit” messages by

the ordinary inexperienced sitter yet made. Specially con-
structed to accumulate psychic force. Frictionless glass surface.

All goods sent by return, post free, plainly packed. Send for List
free sample Incense.

R. H. T. NAYLOR, CARbad roashlr" ndwell’

Astrological Books Wanted—Any Condition.

10/6

4/6

2/9

6/6

and

Mr. ARTHUR J.

Magnetic

MASKELL,

Healer,

91, Sandycombe Road, Richmond, Surrey.
Kindly write for Appointment.

BRIGHTON.
HOME OF REST for Convalescents or Elderly Patients
Comfortable Home. Spiritualists. Doctors” References.

MRS. EVERETT, 27, MONTPELIER CRESCENT.

POPULAR PHRENOLOGY.— By J. Millott Severn,
F.B.P.S. Fourth Impression. Cloth Bound, 128 pages. Illus-
trated. Selling like the proverbial ” Hot Cakes.” Absolutely
the best 2/- work on Phrenology ; treating on over 50 subjects,
including Heads that Succeed, Choosing a Profession, Phrenology
in Business, National Heads, Memory Cultivation, Matrimonial
Selection, &c. Price 2/3 post free, from J. Millott Severn
F.B.P.S., West Street and West Pier, Brighton.
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“No medium in London who it so trustworthy and so accurate.”

Mr’ T J. Van g.. T. STEAD.

NORMAL AND TRANCE SPIRITUAL MEDIUM.
Seances for Investigators i Mondays, 8, 2/-; Wednesdays, 8. 2/-
Thursdays at 3, 2/6 ; Also Magnetic Healer
and Masseur. Receives daily, by appointment.
NOTE—No Sunday Meetings.

56, Talbot Road, Richmond Road, Westbourne Grove, W. 2
'‘Buses 7, 31, 46, 28, nearest Tube Station, Westbourne Park (Met.)
The Well-known

MTS. E. A. Cannoc Masseuse and Healer,

has recommenced her At Homes on first and third Thursdays of

the month at 3 o’clock. 95, Crawford Street, Bryanston
Square, W .i.

Mrs. Rose Stanesby,

Street, London, SVV. 1, close to Piccadilly Circus. (Co-Worker

with the late Mr. George Spriggs.) Hours 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

daily, Saturdays excepted.

Mre. Marie Stewart, the descendant of a famous old

Scottish Seer, and a well-known Medium, Clairvoyant, and
Psychic Adviser. Advice by post from 2/6. Addressed
envelope, Birth Date. Consulting hours, 11 till 8 ; Saturday,

1 till 5.—6, Pitt Street, Edinburgh.

CURATIVE SUGGESTION.
HYPNOTIC SUGGESTION is now recognised by the more

enlightened members of the medical profession as a
curative agent of enormous value in all phases of moral,
functional, and nervous disorders. Mr. Robert McAt11an, Who
has had wide experience and considerable success in treating
Neurasthenia, etc., by curative suggestion, offers his services
to sufferers. Interesting explanatory booklet post free. Absent
treatment given in special cases.— 26, New Cavendish Street,
W. 1, and Croydon. '"Phone Mayfair 6821

Depression’.—A lady writes : “ 1 have not had a return of those dreadful
depressed feelings which made life not worth living. 1 feel different in every way :
very much brighter and stronger. | feel very grateful to you for your kindness
and courtesy." . i i

Debility.— A typist writes : " | thought you would be pleased and interested to
hear that, although | have ouly had three treatments, | have felt so much better the
last day or two that it has been a pleasure to work instead of a most irksome and
almost impossible duty."

Eczema— A lady writes: "You will be pleased to hear that my face and neck
are all right now. thanks to your clever treatment." i

Insomnia and Deafness. A lady writes:— "1 sleep splendidly, and often fall
asleep before | have taken the breaths in bed........ 1want spemallg to tell you
that the doctor and everyone thinks my hearing is better since I _have been to you."
. Depression.—A lady writes: " It is the patience and kindness which you
invariably extend to those who come to you as strangers that makes one anxious
to recommend their fellow-sufferers to place themselves in your hands."

303, Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow.

Wi I I iam Sma”, Gifted Psychometrist, gives read-

ings from small articles worn and birth month. Fee, 2/- P.O.
and stamped envelope.

A LIFE'S STUDY portrayed for YOU by
LILLIAN PALMA,M.B.I.M.S. (U.S.A.), Psychometrist,
Psychologist, etc. Address, 151, Lord Street, Southport, Lancs.
Psychometry by post from article, photo, or handwriting.
Fee, 2s. 6d. Lessons given. Moderate fees. Valuable Advice on
Health Conditions.

44 TJ'Vn A tt
TV21

recently discharged from the Army,
notifies clients he is now able to resume

business. Test Horoscopes, 1/6. Years’ Directions, 10/6. Full
Horoscope, 10/6. Send time, date, place, and year of birth.
YOUR NAME. Its significance. What it reveals. Send 1/-

to "EZRA,” 1, Kempster St., Lower Broughton, Manchester.

MR. T. J. LITTLEJOHN,

Normal Psychic, Telepathist, Lecturer, and Demonstrator, is
prepared to reply by post to those who are seeking to develop
either of the above, or questions answered. One lesson 2/-, or
six monthly lessons, 10/-, and stamped addressed envelope.
28, Richmond Road, Exeter.

ASTROLOGY, the Surest Guide in Life.

HOROSCOPES from 5/- to 21/- Please send date, time, place
of birth.

SIGNOR CARLOS, 3, Albion Street, Hanley, Staffs.

INTERNATIONAL PSYCHIC GAZETTE. m

1n T7r\ct-z>t*_  Healer. Patients treated for
W ¢ 1 UoL Cij Shell-shock and all nervous dis-
orders.—Regent House, Regent Street, Near Oxford Circus, W.

'Phone: Mayfair 5449.
Course of 13 Lessons

AStrOIOgicaI Lesson = for £1 Is. Beautifully

arranged and simply set forth. Pupils’ lessons corrected by post.
HOROSCOPES, with advice as to Profession, etc. Brief
Outline, 10/6 ; fuller descriptions and more analytical examinations,
with directions, £1 Is.; £2 2s.; and £3 3s. Send birth date
with hour and place of birth, to Mrs. PURDOM, "Blinkbonny,”
Tudor Hill, Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire.

PSYCHIC DEVELOPMENT.

ALL who wish to develop their MEDIUMSHIP under EXPERT
TUITION should join at once

HORACE LEAF'S
(the well-known Medium, Lecturer, and Writer)

PSYCHIC CORRESPONDENCE CLASS.
Membership Fee : One Guinea for twelve monthly lessons by post,
and questions answered.

Horace Leaf, 41, Westbourne Gardens, Bayswater, London, W .2.

HOROSCOPE BY YE METHODS OF YE ANCIENT
EGYPTIANS AND  WISE MEN OF THE EAST.

Events, Changes. Fortunate Days. Numbers, Colours, etc. Business

Guidance. Planetary Influence on Friendship, Marriage.and important

Epochs. Two Years* GUIDE added FREE if you mention this Paper.
SEND BIRTH DATE AND 1/. P.O.

THOMAS GOYT D) rllE rers"carshs:

T? IVT Pttrrrlon  Hevers Exeter, Devon-
. 1VJ-* UJ.OU.UIlij sHIRE. Terms for Horo-

scopes from 7/6 ; Directions, pet year, 7/6 ; Day Guide, per month,
12/6 ; Maps, 2/6 ; Foreign Maps, 3/6. State hour, date and
birthplace. Test Horoscope, 2/6. Consultations by letter, no
interviews.

Re?eneration for You Through Intelligent

W ill e—Action of diaphragm relating tp circulation,

control of nervous energy and functional activity.
SEND EOF? “DIAPHRAGM."

Ernest Hopkins, 13a, Air St., Regent St., Piccadilly, W.1.

"VfOUR DESTINY.— A Scientific Investigation into
*  the forces controlling your Destiny. Send full birth date
with P.O , 2/6. A detailed delineation for 5/-. and extended for
10/6. Include time and place of birth for latter.—Robert Raye,
97, Brondesbury Villas, Kilhurn, London. N.W, 6.

MADAME KEIRO, 95, Regent St, W. Miniatures beautifully
painted, 7/6. Exquisitely painted on ivory, 35/-. Qil painting,
10 x 8, 30/-. Also in finest silk needlework (absolutely unique),

All from Photos.
TRANCE

Mrs. Vera Mervyn, [RANGE

begs to intimate to her friends that her address is now 52, Pennard
Road, Shepherd’s Bush, W.12. At Home daily, 2 to 6 p.m.

ANTED ALL PEOPLE TO TRY Nature's Remedies in
Herbs, Roots and Barks. Advice given by a successful
Medical Medium in all Cases with prescription for 1/-. Psycho-
metry by post, 2/6.—R. Platt, 80, Warrington Road, Lower
Ince, Wigan.

MYSTIC FORTUNE TELLING CARDS. Will develop your
mediumistic powers. Symbols and meanings printed on each
card. Price, with full instructions, is. 6d. Postage 2d.

Madame Signa, 12, Newton Street, Charing Cross, Glasgow.

MRS. M. OGILVIE,

WHITE HOUSE, CARNOUSTIE, N.B,,
THE WELL-KNOWN SCOTTISH MEDIUM, open for Engage-
ments, any distance. Psychometry and Questions answered by
post, 2/6 P.O. stamped envelope. Lessons in Magnetic Healing,
by post, One Guinea for Twelve Lessons.
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THE PROOFS OF THE TRUTHS OF SPIRITUALISM.
By Rev. Prof. G. HENSLOW, F.L.S., F.G.S., the
eminent Botanist. With 51 Illustrations of Spirit
Drawings, etc. 7s. 6d. net.

An extraordinary definite account of experiments and results in
Automatic Handwriting—Trance Seances—Apports—Poltergeists—Radio-
mcdiumistic Phenomena—Matter thro’ Matter—Levitation—Spirit Lights
—Spirit  Bodies and Clothes—Spirit Photography—Psychography—
Materializations, etc.

LIFE AFTER DEATH: Problems of the Future Life and
its Nature. By Prof. JAMES H. liYSLOP, Secretary

American S.P.R. Os. net.

By F. C. CONSTABLE, M.A., Member S.P.R.
(H MYSELF, AND DREAMS. 6s. 6d. net.

(@ TELERGY (COMMUNION OF SOULS). 3s. 6d. net.
(3 PERSONALITY AND TELEPATHY. 8s. 6d. net.

THEOU SOPHIA (THE WISDOM OF GOD): Elucidating
the Science and Philosophy of the Divine Mysteries.
By Rev. H. E. SAMPSON. 8s- 6d. net.

MIADOXIA: A Descant on the Whence ? the W hither ?
and How ? of Existence. By A PRIEST, B A,
(Oxon). 6s.net.

Part 1. Tire Twelve Great Mysteries. Part II. The Twelve Lesser
Mysteries.
HOW TO SPEAK WITH THE DEAD :
Handbook. By SCIENS. 3s. 6d. net.

a Practical

Neiv 16page List of Psychical, Spiritualistic, and Occult
Books free on Application.

Broadway House: 68*74 Carter Lane, E.C.4.

SIXTH EDITION

already reached of this Remarkable Book.

“ SPEAKING ACROSS
THE BORDER-LINE.”

F. HESLOP.

Being Letters from a Husband in

Spirit Life to his Wife on Earth,

including “A Ray of Light on
the Atonement.”

“ A book full of beautiful loving

and helpful spiritual guidance

and philosophic teaching on

many subjects, showing mundane

affairs in a different light as seen

from the spiritual world and

giving courage, hope and com-

fort to those who are suffering.

Crown 8vo.
Bound in Art Linen, 3/- net.
Post free, 3/4.
Paper Back, 2/- net. Post free, 2/4.

CHARLES TAYLOR

Brook House. Warwick Lane, London, E.C. 4.

Printer! fnr fli~

Ma@61919

RETURNED TO TOWN.
Mrs. J. PAULET, 25, Chepstow Place, Westiboum
Grove, W. 2.

Close to Notting Hill Station and Arthur’s Stores. m
‘Buses 7, 15, 27, 28, 31, 46.

MADAME ST. LEONARD (Mrs. Foot-Young), Clairvoyance,
Health diagnosed. Interviews daily 2 to 5 p.m. Appointment
only. Saturday excepted. Bus 7, 7a, 15, one minute, 117,
Cambridge Gardens, Ladbrolce Grove, W.

FORTUNE TELLING CARDS (Clairvoyant Colours) full in
structions and Book of Fate, 1/3. Signa, Clairvoyant, id
Newton Street, Glasgow.

THE RITUAL OF EGYPTIAN INITIATION

gives a detailed account of each rite and symbol

used in the ancient Mysteries. A mine of sym-

bolism correctly interpreted. Price 1/1.  List of

occult publications Free. The Brotherhood of Light.
Box 1525, Los Angeles, Calif. U.S.A.

Post Free, Twopence-Halfpenny.
ESTABLISHED 1837.

THE TWO WORLDS,

The People's Popular Spiritualist Paper.
Edited by J. J. MORSE.

“ The Two Worlds ” is acknowledged as the newspaper of the
Spiritualist Movement in Great Britain.

Its literary contributors include the brightest minds in tre
ranks of Spiritualism.

It contains, week by week, all the news of the C:;use.

It is fully abreast of all things interesting to liberal-minded ana
progressive Spiritualists everywhere.
One Year, Postage paid, ios. iod. 6 Months. 5. 5°

Three months, 2s. ¢d., to all Countries.

Office: 18, Corporation Street, Manchester.

AZOTH,

THE OCCULT MAGAZINE OF AMERICA.

PREPARED FOR THINKERS BY THINKERS.

DEVOTED TO THE BEST IN
Philosophy, Theosophy, Mysticism, Higher T oug »
Research, Astrology, and Occult sm

Price, Twopence.

Contributions by the best American Writers

------------ 5 dx months*
Published Monthly. Subscription 13/6 perann., 7/ X
Send Subscriptions by Post w. &
C. Maurice Dobson, 146, Trncinprt.on Hig * _m

DIVINE LIFE

THE PIONEER MAGAZINE of the SiXTH
Edited and Published by CELEST1A RO
President of
THE INDEPENDENT THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 0

SI.50aYear. Foreign Y173

15cents a Copy.
USA
Divine Life Press, 614 Oakwood Boul'd, Chicago”

117, Collins Street, Melbouroa
The Leading Exponent of the Spiritual P
in Australia. annuny A
Published Monthly. Subscription, Pe* ancjnRew i,
payable in advance : Commonweal A dollar 75
6s. 6d. : Great Britain. 7s. ; America,
Single Copy, 6d. L . Tj,ht™ 1S 't'Vistk
A notable fealhlulé ol W€ " "arbinger o ~ psychic U
minence given to the SCIENTIFIC ASPE 7~ the

gation, and the appearance in its colum
nouncements of the ablest minds of the day.





