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Our Outlook Tower.
S E E K I N G  F O R  L IG H T  A N D  T R U T H .

A few mornings ago we received the following 
letter from an English provincial town

D ear Sir ,—May I bring before your notice two articles 
denouncing Spiritualism. I should be glad if you would 
deal w ith these in the Gazette, as I have lately  left the 
Wesleyans and entered the  Spiritualist movement, and 
am seeking for light and truth. I am pleased with the 
high tone of the Psychic Gazette, and tru s t i t  will be a 
power for good.— Yours sin cerely,--------------- .

This letter touched us, for its few sentences 
revealed that the writer had recently passed 
through one of the bitterest experiences known 
to men. He is a seeker for light and truth, and 
believing he has found illumination in Spiritualism 
has wrenched himself from the strong and sacred 
ties that have bound him to the Church of his 
youth. We can picture what that has meant. 
The sacrifice is usually no light one— it involves 
so often the loss of the assured affection in one’s 
family l i fe ; happy friendships are shattered; 
the frown of one’s acquaintance meets one on the 
street. It is a time of sadness and desolation, 
a stem period of testing to the grit of any earnest 
man. The question— was it worth all this ? 
often tempts. Would it not have been better to 
have gone on comfortably in the old beliefs ? 
But these, alas ! had ceased to be comforting ! 
Truth had been knocking so insistently at the door 
of his innermost being ! And finally, after long 
searching and struggling against all lower appeals 
and motives, he cried— | All else must g o ! 
Truth and nothing but the truth must henceforth 
rule me ! I shall follow and obey at whatever 
cost.”  Thus it is a hero is made in the spiritual 
realm. And when this victorious stage in his 
warfare is reached he is richly rewarded by such 
joy and peace as he never yet had tasted, and by 
liberation from all that has hitherto enthralled 
him.

I  E X P O S U R E S  O F  S P I R I T U A L I S M .”

But his trials are not yet over. Some one is 
sure to meet him and say— “ Have you seen the 
latest exposures of Spiritualism ? See, I have 
cut them out of the papers for you. I knew the 
whole thing was a fraud and a delusion, and these 
articles prove it. Take them home and read them, 
my good fellow, and tell me what you think of 
them next time we meet.”  He reads them over, 
is mentally puzzled though his faith is bright, and 
finally he sends them to the Psychic Gazette to 
be i  dealt with ! ”

T W O  D O U G H T Y  A N T A G O N I S T S .

One of the two articles forwarded by our 
correspondent is from the Church Times of June 2, 
and is headed | The Menace from Spiritualism.”  
As it is unsigned and appears in the leader pages 
we presume it is from the pen of the editor of 
that most influential of Church papers. The 
other is from the Daily Mirror of July 4, and is 
headed “  Spiritualistic Quacks in War Time,”  
and is written by the well-known conjurer, Mr. 
J. N. Maskelyne, who has been an interesting 
antagonist of Spiritualism during the past half 
C entury. So our correspondent has set us no

light ta sk ! We regret limitations of space 
prevent our reprinting the articles in full, But 
we shall state their points as accurately as is 
possible in summary.

"  T H E  M EN A CE FROM S P IR IT U A L IS M .”
The writer in the Church Times is apparently 

sincerely concerned for the interests of his Church. 
He says,and we agree with him, that the Rationalist 
attack on Christianity has spent its force, for 
man’s religious instincts could not be satisfied 
by the negations of Huxley and Tyndall. But 
he views Spiritualism “ with considerable appre­
hension ” as a serious menace, notwithstanding 
that its influence has been so great in destroying 
Materialism, because it “ professes to be a 
religion, and is now preached everywhere by 
ardent and enthusiastic disciples.” “ Religion,” 
he says, " can only be killed by religion,” and 
Spiritualism “ is perhaps the only religion that 
is making headway at che present tim e,” when 
I  England is full of mourners eager to grasp at 
any chance to communicate with the departed.” 
And hence the menace and the tears !

S P IR IT U A L IS M  A  R E L IG IO N .
Now it is pleasing to note this writer recognises 

that while Rationalism and Religion were antagon­
istic and incompatible, Spiritualism and Religion 
are not so. How can they be when he admits 
that Spiritualism appeals to and satisfies men's 
religious instincts as Rationalism never could, 
and is |  perhaps the only religion that is making 
headway at the present time ” ? Can religion 
be a menace to religion ? Can religion only be 
killed by religion ? as he strangely . says. If 
Spiritualism assuages the sorrow of mourners, 
provides a light for those passing through the 
Valley of the Shadow of Death, establishes com­
munication between the spirits of the departed 
and their loved ones left behind, why should it 
on that account be regarded as any menace to 
religion ? Are not these among the primary 
functions of religion itself ? If the Church has 
itself got out of touch with the living truth on 
immortality, why should it regard those who 
know the truth, and can demonstrate it, and en­
rich the world with its comfort and consolation, 
as the Church’s enemies. It ought rather to 
consider wherein it has itself fallen short—why 
it should have no sure and confident testimony 
to give the world as to the life beyond—why it 
insists on preserving an unsurpassable barrier 
between the living and the dead—why it continues 
to yield to the grave its victory—why it will 
not attempt to wrest from death its poignant 
sting ? If the Church is— speaking generally, 
for there are and have been some brilliant excep­
tions among its preachers—in great darkness on 
this subject, through having discarded the early 
Christian doctrine, it may be inconvenient and 
unpleasant to have the darkness made visible, 
but after all surely the truth is the essential thing, 
for indeed |  there is no religion higher than truth.”

T H E  C H U R C H  A N D  R E L IG IO N .

If we may. be permitted the suggestion, we 
think the Church Tim es writer has gone astray

with “ the Church.”in confounding Religion
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O ut question then is, “ W hat is religion ? ” Now it is 
best: to begin b y  clearing our minds. You know 
V»r. lohnson's advice, “ Clear your mind of ran t." Now  
the cant it is needful to clear our minds of, are the confused 
notions that m ay stand in the w ay of clear comprehension. 
To this end let ns a t once note this—  the relation of the 
churches to religion, of religion to the churches.

Now. m any people, perhaps most people, look at 
religion through the churches, and cannot understand 
it apart from them. To m any, church is religion, and 
religion is church. Religion is the church's concern. 
W hat it does is religious. W hat it does not do is secular, 
or profane, or outside religion. W hat it condemns is 
irreligious.

Well, m any, so thinking, set down all the good religion 
has done, to the churches ; while others, so thinking, 
set down all the evil the churches have done to religion. 
Books have been written, speeches are daily made, to  
show how  mischievous the action of the churches has 
been ; and therefore how mischievous the action of 
religion. The churches have often been on the side of the  
rich and against the poor. The churches have often  
been on the side of tyra n n y and against freedom. The  
churches have often repressed liberty of thought, and 
hindered free discussion. The churches have often  
produced churchmen who have been fond of place, fond 
of power, fond of w ealth. And all these things have  
been set down to the discredit of religion— the sins of 
th e churches have been made its sins, the evil of the  
churches its evil.

N ow , I  mean to reverse th at process, and look a t the  
churches through religion, not a t  religion through the  
churches. T h e y  exist for i t ; it  does not exist for them. 
T h e y  are to be judged as th e y  are faithful to i t ; it  is 
n o t to be condemned as th ey are unfaithful to their own 
great purpose and own great mission. Often the hardest 
obstacle to the realisation of religion has been a church. 
A n  unfaithful servant m a y ruin a master. A  church 
unfaithful m ay discredit religion. . . .

So, if you find imperfections in churches, do not use 
them  as occasions to condemn religion | use religion as 
a law  or standard to condemn these imperfections, and 
insist th a t perfect churches alone can do justice to perfect 
religion.

WHERE THE CHURCH FALLS SHORT.

N ow if the editor of the Church Tim es has dis­
covered that .there are imperfections in his Church, 
that it  has a most serious defect in that on the 
question of immortality, it knows so little and 
refuses to  know more, that when Death comes 
along w ith his scythe it still superstitiously 
regards him as the King of Terrors, that when its  
own members want light in darkness, solace in 
sorrow, restored communion when the dark gulf 
separates, it is unable to give the light, the solace, 
or the restored communion, he ought to know  
that the right thing to propose, as a true son of 
the Church, is that these shortcomings ought to  
be at once removed. Archdeacon Wilberforce, 
at St John’s, W estminster, and the Rev. Arthur 
Chambers, at Brockenhurst, to name only two 
influential Churchmen, have opened up the way  
as brave pioneers within the Church itself ; their 
exam ple needs only to be universally followed, 
and the Church’s failure in its duty along this 
im portant line of its mission would no longer 
need to be regretted and deplored.

AN  U N R EASON ABLE CONDEM NATION.

Instead of doing this he regards Spiritualism  
which is now doing this blessed work because 
the Churches have for centuries neglected it, as 
|  a  m enace 11  he sees that its adherents are 
increasing in numbers, that ** its strength lies 
in the fact that each convert to the cause becomes 
at once a missionary | ; he sees it animated by  
a living truth which is drawing to it “ the world 
in tears," and because it possesses a rich treasure 
which th e  Church has despised, he condemns
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moral collapse ! ” " It  is not only an agent for
the destruction o f character, but it never results 
in the improvement or the refinement o f character. 
Spiritualism destroys spirituality.’ ' 1 Worse still, 
there seems every  probabilitt that the practice 
of Spiritualism brings man into communication 
with devils! ”

OUR VIEW OF THE MATTER.
B a h ! now our brother but begins to  babble 

for the rabble, and addresses his appeal to the 
crudest prejudices of the ignorant— surely no fit 
task for a wise counsellor and leader of the 
serious thought and destiny of his Church! If 
through lack of knowledge he sincerely believes 
such nonsense let him seek the truth earnestlv 
until he find it, and no longer function as “ a 
blind leader of the blind-” Let him first catch 
his “ devils ” by any faculty—mental, moral or 
spiritual—with which the Creator has endowed 
him, and then he may hold them up as bogies to 
frighten the people, who are now, albeit, not so 
ready to accept mediaeval fables as they were a 
generation ago. Far from Spiritualism leading 
to mental or moral collapse, or destroying character 
and refinement, we can testify, after twenty 
years of fairly dose contact with the Movement, 
that its influence is sane and serene and spiritual, 
and its philosophy wonderfully comforting and 
sustaining in the day of trouble.

MR. J. \. MASKELYXE AND OTHERS.
But we have used up our space in dealing with 

one antagonist only, and we must leave Mr. J. N. 
Maskelyne and his “ Spiritualistic Quacks in 
War Time ”  for another issue. W e hope to have 
something interesting to say in our September 
number in reply to this gentleman’s attack, 
though it rather speedily fizzled out on its merits, 
as well as with a recrudescence of ill-informed 
criticism which has recently appeared in the 
Illustrated Sunday Herald and Cassell's Saturday 
Journal.

“  THE CARICATURIST AND THE CONJURER.”
We have offered Mr. Fumiss an opportunity 

to  reply in these columns, “ should he haw any 
satisfactory explanation to offer,” on behalf of 
himself and his “ great friend with the eagle eye,” 
as to his flippant fiction. Mr. Fumiss has, how­
ever. preferred to remain silent. Let us hope he 
will be more careful in future, i ij ,  p
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The Autobiography o f a Famous Spiritualist.
“ T I E N  SIEN T I E ” A N D  “

Ml  R. J. J. MORSE, continuing his fascinating 
I  life-story in chatty fashion— the birds in 

the beech-tree overhead chirping and 
trilling a musical accompaniment, said—

A t first I was considerably clairvoyant and used 
to see and describe a great deal, but that phase of 
mediumship I did not value. My great desire 
was to be a speaker. For two or three years 
I was conscious when the spirit-friends controlled 
me, and I  used to tell them I could not make out 
where they began and I left off. I asked them—
“ Cannot you make me wholly unconscious ? "  
They replied, “ W e will when the time comes ; 
go on, and trust to us.” I  agreed and after I had 
been used as a speaker for the time I have men­
tioned, a condition of deep unconscious trance 
crept along. I have kept to trance-mediumship 
for the reason that I consider the spirit-people 
are the best judges of what they want to do. 
While I have always been willing to submit to 
them in matters of mediumship they have never 
encroached on m y full personal individuality, and 
as a reward for m y trust they did much to develop 
my intelligence and understanding. Our relations 
are co-operative. They are always ready to come 
to me when I want them, and whenever I have 
been in a comer they have helped me out.

|  Mr. Morse,” we put in, “ you speak of your 
spirit-friends rather indefinitely as ‘ th e y ';  do 
you know them as personalities ? ”

Oh, yes, he went on, m y chief inspirer is one who 
calls himself Tien Sien Tie. He tells me he was 
a mandarin of the second class. He was bom  in 
the province of Chi-Li in North China, and lived  
and died in Pekin about 350 years ago. The 
story he gives is this, that he in common with  
other spirits was interested in establishing modem  
Spiritualism on earth, and in connection with  
English, American, and other spirit-people he 
undertook to do what he could. He found it 
would be necessary to seek for some one whom he 
could thoroughly adapt to the end he had in view, 
and in his searches he came across m y mother in 
London, who was at that time bearing me, and 
he directed his efforts towards her and her 
growing child. He says it was necessary for me 
to go through so many trying circumstances in 
early fife so that I should be made adaptable to 
various needs, and I am thoroughly satisfied as to 
the truth of this. The result was that when the 
time came for m y work to begin they were able 
to break up the psychic ground without much 
trouble. You will find this fully explained in my 
little book I  Leaves from My Life.” When 
Tien Sien Tie had made up his mind that I would 
be a suitable instrument, he set to work to master 
the English language and modes of thought, and 
he found much sympathy between the higher 
spiritual thought of the English people and the 
thought of his own learned people. He has 
spoken through me on almost every conceivable 
subject—scientific, philosophical, didactic, and the 
rest of it. Many of his lectures have been re­
ported and published in the Spiritualist press of 
this country, Amerita, and Australia, and these 
have also been printed as separate pamphlets.

Another of my controls is known as ” The 
Strolling P layer/’ I think about his earliest 
appearance through me was at the house of Sir

T H E  S T R O L L IN G  P L A Y E R / ’

William Crookes. I used to go there once a week 
about 1874, and we had many interesting evenings. 
That was about the time of Sir William's experi­
ments with Florrie Cook and D. D. Home. I used 
to go into trance and Tien would speak ; then 
this fresh control came along who declined to give 
any name other than “ A Strolling Player.” On 
one occasion he made up a play with several 
characters in it and recited it, which Sir William  
said was an extraordinary performance. There­
after he became a familiar presence, and came 
also to the Friday night séances at B um s’ In­
stitution, in Southampton Row, the offices of the 
Medium and Daybreak. He developed a method 
of address which so far as I know is unique. He 
would ask for a subject from his audience, and 
this was usually given in the form of a single word 
or a couple of words. Then he would spin an 
exceedingly clever yam  on that particular subject, 
winding it up invariably by making it teach  
something of the facts and philosophy of Spiritual­
ism. “ The Player ” has been m y guide, coun­
sellor and friend ever since he first came. When­
ever I have given him the conditions I could 
consult him, and as a family we have sat regularly 
once a week to receive his counsel. That has 
been most valuable on many occasions, and his 
advice and prescriptions have brought m y wife 
and daughter safely through several serious 
illnesses. H e has frequently foretold things that 
seemed most unlikely but which have literally 
come tm e. One little incident occurs to me. 
When the entire family of us were going to America 
in 1884, I considered it necessary that we should 
have sufficient money with us to bring us back 
again in case of accident. The player said we 
should have it, but the night before sailing came 
and I was still £10 short of our estimated require­
ments. Before we went to bed he said— “ You  
will have that £10 before two o ’clock to-morrow 
afternoon, and go away quite contented.” N ext 
morning we had breakfast, the postman came and 
went, but no sign of any £10. Our faith was 
being rather severely tested. However, about 
half-past one a gentleman came to the door. He 
was a Mr. Busby, the proprietor of a large business 
in Liverpool, who was greatly interested i n . 
Spiritualism and in us. H e said he had come to  
wish us God-speed and he hoped we should have 
a good time. As he departed he put a small 
packet in m y hand saying— “ Put that in your 
pocket ; it m ay come in useful.” I  took the 
packet into the room, and opened it on the table  
in the presence of m y wife and daughter, and there 
lay before us ten bright gold sovereigns, as the  
player had promised. Our way to the United  
States and back again was now clear, whatever 
happened.

(To be continued.)

«4. *5> iç.
Diseases correspond to  the lusts and passions of th e  

mind ; these, therefore, are the origins of diseases.—  
Emanuel Sw edenborg.

Nowhere w ith more q uiet or freedom from  trouble does 
a man retire than into his own soul, particularly when  
he has within him  such thoughts th a t b y  looking in to  
them he is im m ediately in perfect tran quillity.— Marcus 
A  m e liu s .
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Mediumship.
By A L F R E D  V O U T PETERS.

\(  G R E A T  deal has Iw n  written about tnedium- 
sbip by tieople who have only been able to 
study it from outside, but with the exception 

of Mr. and Mrs. Wallis hardly anyone within the 
ranks of mediums has attempted to explain this 
most difficult, intricate and really fascinating 
subject.

What is mediumship ? and under what heading 
can we class this elusive faculty ? have been the 
questions which have puzzled students of psychic 
phenomena for the last sixty years. A fter a close 
analysis o f m y own medial powers, and those of 
my brother and sister mediums, I am convinced 
that it is an extension of the so-called artistic 
faculty, the faculty by which the musician is able 
to interpret the mystery of sound, the artist to 
express in colour the beauty of nature and the 
human face and form, and the actor to illustrate 
the varying aspects o f human life as depicted in 
the drama. The medium, however, strikes a 
higher octave, and reaches out to a sphere beyond 
that o f the earth and the emotions that we are 
familiar with. B y  reason of his supersensitiveness 
he is able to interpret things which belong to the 
realm of what we know as existence spiritual; 
and what is more important he is helped by, and 
works in co-operation with, the inhabitants of 
that realm.

Mediumship is a faculty that is at once normal 
and abnormal. This seems a contradiction, but 
the whole o f life is more or less coloured by our 
point o f view, and mediumship must be regarded 
as normal, if we consider the artist is normal, and 
only as abnormal if we consider the artist as an 
eccentric.

The faculty of mediumship is a talent in seven 
out o f every ten persons. I t  is active in most 
children until it is smothered by contact with the 
outer world. W e are all familiar with the feminine 
method of asserting knowledge on some subject 
without being able to explain how this knowledge 
has been acquired. This g ift o f intuitive knowledge 
is only a small and not very well understood part 
o f mediumship.

N ow  mediumship stands apart from all the 
other faculties that we are familiar with, inasmuch 
as it  depends not upon the medium alone but upon 
outside powers claiming to be spirits of men and 
women who have left the flesh, and who claim to 
originate the phenomena familiar to us.

And now it m ay be o f interest if  I give some of 
m y experiences on the inner side. I  was always 
a curious child, and used to be visited by remark­
able dreams, but I  was twenty-six before I  took 
part in a séance. This was held at the house of 
m y sister-in-law, and after we sat with our hands 
on the table, and obtained raps and knocks and 
answers to questions, I  felt a sensation of drowsi­
ness creeping over me. Then I seemed to be 
looking from the ceiling down on the other sitters, 
and presently a voice not mine was proceeding 
from  m y mouth, calling m y sister-in-law by a pet 
name, that I  found afterwards m y brother had 
used in earth-life, but o f which I  had never heard. 
Then the voice o f m y mother spoke, after which 
I  regained the power o f normal control. A ll the 
tim e I  was not entirely unconscious, but knew that 
it  was not m yself that was speaking.

During the second séance at which I sat, at 
Richm ond, I  was conscious that I  saw the spirits

of the so-called dead, and thereafter i commencer] 
to  sit at home, and obtained automatic writing 
and drawing.

The questions are often asked— What is the 
meaning of control ? and how is it induced or 
brought about ? W e are told that it is a self- 
induced hypnotic state, and that the alleged 
control is sim ply the personality of the medium, 
or at the lowest that we are sim ply acting and 
deceiving the sitters. Now to understand the 
process of control by discam ate beings we must 
understand the mesmeric or m agnetic control that 
is produced by a hypnotist in the flesh. When we 
understand this it is plain. Mediums are simply 
m agnetised by spirit beings, and as I have seen 
the process m any tim es I will try to describe it. 
The spirit operator commences to make passes 
down the medium's face and then from the crown 
of the head down the spine. A t first the passes 
are made slowly, afterwards very quickly, till full 
control is obtained over the medium, when a hand 
is gently laid on his head. The sensations during 
this process are very pleasant, and a feeling of 
languor is induced which is very soothing. The 
eyes close, the hands and feet become insensible, 
and sounds and voices gradually recede as the 
control becomes stronger until the medium is in 
the magnetic state. The spirit then approaches 
and stands in  the medium's aura, and from that 
position is able to m anipulate his brain and after­
wards his whole body. This control varies in differ­
ent conditions. Sometimes it is so deep that the 
normal consciousness is quite blotted out, and 
som etim es it is as if a voice is speaking in some 
far away place which has nothing to do with the 
medium.

I have seen m y own controls materialise with  
Mrs. Comer, Mr. Husk, and Mr. Williams, and one 
of them  has spoken to me in a séance w ith Mrs. 
E verett. B ut how much of the information that 
we . receive is derived from the outside spirit 
intelligence, and how much from the medium  
m ust be left to the judgm ent of the sitter, as some­
tim es the information coming through the medium’s 
brain had become disturbed by his own ideas.

H ow  can one’s mediumship be im proved ? is 
a question often asked. In reply I would empha­
sise three essentials— first, a non-flesh diet, 
eliminating tobacco and alcohol ; second, exercise 
in the fresh air daily ; and third, am ple rest for 
body and mind.

%  « 5b

T H E  P E R F E C T  W A Y .
Wide be your outlook, and clear be your aim,
And straight be your path—in the Great Father’s 

name ;
His rod and His staff shall comfort and stay,
His presence be with you each step of the way ;
Through sunshine and cloud, as you journey along, 
Your heart shall make music, and burst into song.
To clear-sighted purpose there cometh God’s might : 
He always is strong who is sure of the Right !
As the “ things of the Spirit ” are tested and known. 
Eternity’s light on all life is thrown :
The heavens descend—descend as a dove ;
The Earth is at peace—for Life is all Love.

, ■  I I  1
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Th e Consolations o f Spiritualism.
T H E  M O U R N E R ’S D E J E C T IO N , D O U B T  &  D A R K N E S S  B A N IS H E D .

By G. E. O W E N , the .Collier-Author.

DEATH, when its mission is not understood, 
is always an unwelcomed visitor. It is so, 
even where it is understood, when it makes 

its appearance under circumstances not natural. 
Death even under natural conditions, does not 
excite in those who have interiorly divined its 
purpose the terror and dread experienced by those 
who still cherish the idea that it takes place in 
man’s life by accident rather than by necessity. 
The passing from this life, to where they know not 
of any one near and dear to them is always an 
occasion of gloom and ofttimes despair, and when 
their own time arrives to depart from this life, 
then indeed all is very dark, and indefinite.

It is recorded that the last words, when dying, 
of the sixteenth century philosopher Thomas 
Hobbes, was— “ I am going to take a great leap 
into obscurity.” The same utterance is also 
rendered— |  Now am I about to take my last 
voyage— a great leap in the dark.” A ring of 
tragedy runs through these words. We can easily 
realise how Hobbes in expressing them confessed 
the great value some ray of light to pierce the 
“ obscurity ” he discerned ahead would have been 
to him at that moment. To die, and to know not 
what is going to happen, to know not where one 
is going to, or whether death means merely the 
extinguishing of the delicate spark of consciousness 
which informs man he is alive, is far, very far from 
promoting a restful and tranquil state oi mind. 
The agony of taking |  a leap in the dark ” when 
this life closes has to be experienced before its 
intensity and extent can be realised.

To know what happens at death, and to know 
where those we are attached to who have died are, 
is very comforting and helpful— especially to 
those of an interrogative turn of mind. The 
“ leap in the dark ” or “ into obscurity ” of Hobbes 
is characteristic of the position of the majority of 
mankind when summoned by nature to journey 
hence. When leaving this life they long for some 
information concerning the next. Most people 
begin to devote a little thought to death when 
they are about to die. Of course time will not 
then permit their being rescued from their gloomy 
plight, as a dying man is hardly a suitable subject 
to receive instruction on the scientific and philo­
sophic aspects of death. So his only alternative 
is to voyage on over the sea of death in the dark. 
Some believe, or persuade themselves into the 
belief, that the administration of the last sacrament 
of the Church will disperse what darkness there is 
before them. That may pacify their anxiety, but 
it does not help much, as on this matter the only 
antidote to what darkness there may be is know­
ledge and understanding.

As darkness always means the absence of light, 
and its absence indicates the possibility of its not 
being so, then in view of the acute suffering the 
passage through death in 1 the dark ” entails, it 
naturally follows that its abolition by light would 
be very acceptable and consolatory. When the 
darkness of the pathway of the tomb— the pathway 
which leads to the land of immortal light and 
enlarged vision— is flooded with the light of 
knowledge and intelligible understanding, then 
there will be no need to take “ leaps into obscurity ”

or “ in the dark.”  This much-needed and yeamed- 
for light on the inner or invisible side of death 
can He, and is being, enjoyed by a large number of 
earth’s inhabitants, in all walks of life and all 
grades of intelligence and culture to-day. It can 
be enjoyed by all if they but make the necessary 
effort to obtain it.

The churches, although claiming to be the only 
authority qualified to lighten the darkness and 
to console the grief of the mourner, are utterly 
helpless, as all the succour and assurance they can 
offer are negative and nebulous. In the whole 
range of their entire vocabulary concerning death 
and the beyond— in burial services, graveside 
orations, memorial services, etc.— there is not, 
there cannot be, a single syllable of an affirmative 
or positive nature. The truth can only be uttered 
by those who know it, and the churches know 
nothing about it, although they believe much in 
the life after death. They do not know whether 
man lives on after death or not. They believe he 
does. But there is the world of difference between 
believing and knowing something to be true. The 
churches can offer secondhand “  testimony.”  
While that helps, it cannot, it never could, 
never will be able to, produce and establish 
conscious conviction and realisation in the 
human intellect of the actuality of a future life. 
To accomplish that, sense-perceived evidence must 
be experienced, which will supply the necessary 
proof to bring that conviction, enabling one as a 
consequence to make the affirmative declaration—
“  I  know.”

Until that is experienced, man can only say “  I 
believe,”  and while he says that regarding the after 
life he is in every sense of the word in the dark.

Dr. Inge, Dean of St. Paul’s, typifies very well 
the position of the churches— of every form and 
denomination of religion on this earth, except 
those essentially and strictly Spiritualistic— in a 
sermon he preached a few m onths ago on ‘ ‘ The 
Future of our Glorious D ead.” After asking—  
I  Do the dead sleep ? or suffer ? is it possible for 
them to come back, and can we talk w ith them  ? ”  
he, according to the press, said— “God has not 
been pleased to answer these questions for us. 
H e has told us very little about what happens to 
us after death— less indeed than is often supposed.” 
That is frank, and though his outlook on the larger 
questions of life is not to be envied, his candour 
is to be admired. To every thinker of a philo­
sophic turn of mind who has devoted a little  
thought and reflection to things pertaining to the 
absolute, the Dean's statement— “  God has not 
been pleased,”  etc., is only an admission, put in 
a scholarly way in order to obscure the fact in all 
its humiliation, that he does not know. Of 
course we know he does not know, as it is only 
the Spiritualist who does know, and walks in the 
light. The Dean makes the sweeping generalisation 
— which is a risky thing to do— that his own 
unfamiliarity with the life after death is shared 
by all others. H e should surely know that what 
happens to be unknown to him does not necessarily 
remain unknown to everyone else. H e should 
have kept in mind that there are gradations of 
knowledge and intellectiuil unfoklment.
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l ho Doan repudiatesthe claim that Spiritualism 
is able to enlighten us on man’s state after death, 
hi the laoe of that denial, in the faee of all denials, 
Spiritualism, through its phenomena, is the only 
means we have, is the only means mortals ever' 
had, of obtaining some light and information on 
the life beyond the grave. Its ability to do that 
means that it alone can confer the sweetest con­
ceivable blessings and consolations in human 
bereavement. The denial of its truth docs not 
make it untrue. To doubt its phenomena does 
not mean that they do not happen. No amount 
of denial will prevent what happens from happening, 
nor cause what happens not to happen, for as 
Robert Dale Owen has well said— "  That which 
does happen can happen.”

Spiritualism consoles and satisfies man’s deepest 
feelings and longings. It enables him to obtain 
light on life’s darkest questions. It demonstrates 
and places beyond all doubt the perennial problem

of the "w h ith e r ”  of existence. If saves him 
from, and elevates him above, all speculative 
opinion about the beyond. It informs him where 
those he loves who have died are, and gives 
him an idea of what awaits him when he dies. 
Spiritualism, in the words of the eloquent Emma 
Hardinge Britten, "  guides our drifting souls into 
the ports of eternity by the infallible compass of 
truth.”  That it will serve as a rudder to man 
when he sails into the mystic river of death is 
another of the comforting consolations of Spirit­
ualism. Humanity should embrace it and enjoy 
it, so that life here may be sweetened by the 
consciousness of what lies beyond it. To know 
with Victor Hugo that— "  The tomb is not a 
blind alley,”  but "  a thoroughfare,”  and that 
—"  It closes on the twilight, to open on the 
dawn,”  is truly a consolation to be cherished 
in the darkness and uncertainties of mortal 
existence.

Our Part in the Great War.
By EVA HARRISON, Author of “Wireless .Messages from Other Worlds,” &c.

I W A N T  to say a few words about a mighty 
force which too often lies forgotten, but 
which all who know anything of psychic 

and spiritual matters should try to realise and to 
wield at this critical moment of our history.
I speak of the great power of Thought. Con­
centrated thought is a force as unseen as electricity, 
but its results are as real and as tangible. We 
should all take time daily to concentrate upon the 
victory of Right over tyranny, of Freedom over 
slavery, of Good over evil. Let us send to the 
dear brave men who are giving their earthly all 
our thoughts of love, strength and power, and our 
will that they— the representatives of human 
freedom—shall conquer, and these will truly 
help them.

“  This is not a war of country against country, 
as such,”  say angelic ministrants, through the 
channel of human mediumship ; " i t  is a great 
struggle between Good and Evil, raging now not 
only on the earth plane, but on all the inter­
penetrating and surrounding states of this planet.”  
We wrestle not merely against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities and powers of enormous 
potency. The Hosts of Evil are marshalled in 
array against the Great Army of Good, and the 
atmospheres of this planet are vibrating with the 
titanic struggle. We can none of us be neutral 
in tliis gigantic war of the spiritual forces. § He 
that is not for us is against us.”  A ll who are not 
positive on the side of Good are simply lending 
themselves to the destructive energy of the enemy.

The heavens themselves are engaged in the 
struggle. Mighty galaxies of angels are con­
centrating their thoughts and power upon this 
p lanet; but without the conscious co-operation 
of the earth-dwellers, victory cannot be ours. 
This is a testing time, and we have the power to 
bring in the dawn of the day of true peace, love 
and brotherhood, or to set back the clock and 
hinder the progress of humanity for ages.

Do you say— I thought good was bound to 
prevail ? Yes, it will ultimately, but man is given 
free-will, and by his own thoughts and actions he 
weaves his own destiny. The supreme question 
is— Shall we conquer now  ? will this great 
European war be the beginning of the new day ? 
is there enough of the spirit of self-sacrifice and 
unselfish service for the good of all? or do we

still lag in shouldering each his own share of 
responsibility ? Never have so many given up 
pleasures and luxuries that they may nurse, and 
minister, and entertain, and serve their fellows in 
all ways, but it is not yet enough.

I wish to call on those who can understand and 
realise the power of the Thought Forces to hold 
home circles and devote time to this potent work 
—not to get, but to give. I may say that we hold 
circles in our home and work in conscious union 
with our heavenly leaders for the service of those 
on the seen and unseen- planes of life. To the 
inner eye of the seer of our circle, we are in the 
midst of what appears to be myriads of soldiers 
in all conditions, even wounded and convalescent, 
and he sees angel ministrants in attendance. 
There are also in our circle those who can leave 
the body consciously, at will, and minister to  
those who are in need. Thus do we form earth 
links between the angelic and astral worlds. There 
is a mighty work to be done in this way. And 
I may add that three distant members sit and 
concentrate upon the work of the circle at the 
time of its meetings.

One more thought for service. Send all you 
can of our literature to our brave boys in hosp ital. 
for I know it is helpful and is appreciated.

Now, please, friends, do your bit in one or all of 
the three departments above mentioned—by 
thought forces, by circle work on the unseen and 
by sending literature to the men who are so nobly 
serving us. Remember that “ Thought is the 
power which upholds the floating worlds in space.” 
So say the angels.

" I  see th e  perfect friend  as one who is of service in 
time of sorrow, because, in im agination  a t  least, he has 
looked on all th e  sorrow of m an. I see him  as one who 
can drink deep of joy, and re ta in  his sense of proportion. 
He will be as in terested  in his own life as in  th e  lives of 
those he loves.” — Clifford Bax.

A  New Z e a l a n d  Subscriber writes :— “ I am  going 
to send all future copies, while the war lasts, to a member 
of an ambulance brigade, who is leavin g soon for the front. 
H e is an inspirational speaker and an earnest Spiritualist. 
The captain of his company is a trance m edium. I take 
three other psychic magazines, and will send them also 
to this young man, who will I hope be able to make good 
use of them in the course of his m inistratious to the sick 
and wounded.”
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National Union of Spiritualists V isit to Rothesay.
By JAM ES COATES.

HAPPY company of Spiritualists, including 
many officials of the Spiritualists’ National 
Union, and delegates drawn from all parts 

0f the country attending the Annual General 
Meeting in Glasgow, visited Rothesay on Monday, 
Tilly 3> having again in the afternoon to attend 
the large special meeting in the Glasgow Central 
Halls.

The visitors arrived at i p.m., and after luncheon 
visited Rothesay Castle, where Mr. Ernest Oaten, 
the re-elected President of the S.N.U., pointed 
out and described many places of interest, which

picture of his mother which came on the plate, 
when his photograph was taken by a practical 
photographer in Cardiff. The photographer knew 
neither his mother nor the sitter.

For the first time in the history 0f the Royal 
Castle have speeches been made, < if sweet and 
simple hymns sung by Spiritualists within its 
walls. For a brief hour, amid these surroundings, 
where every stone in its ancient walls could tell 
tales of battles and bloody deeds, as well as 
romances of human glove, joy, and’ sorrow—the 
visitors talked and sang without a thought for

Reproduced, by courtesy of] ROTHESAY CASTLE. [“ T h e  B u t e m a n , ”  L t d .

R o t h e s a y  C a s t l e , once a royal castle, gave its nam e to R othesay. It  was originally called “ Rath ur,” 
which means the circular fortress on the water. W hen it was built is unknown, bu t from the tw elfth  
to the middle of the eighteenth centuries it  was the witness of storm y tim es. T h e hereditary custodian  
is the present Marquess of Bute, whose ancestors dw elt there for m any years. I t  has been visited b v  
members of the R o ya l Fam ily, b u t not since 1876. Since Scotland gave a K in g to  E ngland

R othesay Castle ceased to be a royal residence.

could be seen from the grass-covered Courtyard 
of the Castle.

It had been proposed that cinematograph 
pictures should be taken of a number of those 
present, with the object of obtaining psychic 
pictures, but for reasons given below these 
experiments were not carried out.

To state who were there would be to make a 
list of names which would take up all my limited 
space, but we were especially pleased to meet 
Mr. Albert Wilkinson, former President of the 
S.N.U., Mrs. Stair, Secretary for the Fund of 
Benevolence ; Mrs. Butterworth, of Blackpool; 
Mr. G. E. Owen, the Collier-Author of Pontypridd ; 
Mr. Boddington of London, and not least Miss 
Felicia R. Scatcherd, “ Felix Rudolph," author 
and poetess, who for her noted work on the 
Continent was known, during the strenuous 
public career of the late Mr. W. T. Stead, as 
| M.P. lor Europe." Mr. G. E. Owen showed 
me a very clearly defined and identified psychic

modem wars, but of the time “ when man to man 
the world o’er shall brothers be an’ a’ that.”

Mr. Wm. Jeffrey, of Glasgow, acted as guide 
to the visitors, and on leaving the Castle, owing 
to the shortness of time, instead of a contemplated 
ran to the beautiful sands of Ettrick Bay, escorted 
them to Ardbeg Point. Here Mr. Wilkinson read 
correspondence between the Chief Constable of 
Rothesay, the Expert Naval Authority, and 
Mr. Alexander Gilchrist, J.P., Glasgow, with 
reference to a proposed cinematograph film of 
the visitors. The Chief Constable desired the 
application to be granted, and spoke favourably 
of the bona-Jides of the applicants, but the Naval 
Authority refused. Had I known about the affair 
I should have had the photographs taken in my 
own garden, as the Expert Naval Authority, 
does not object to photographs taken in houses, 
studios, and “ back yards! " The refusal, how­
ever, was on the safe side, as the German Chiefs 
of Staff might perhaps have learned of the ancient
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condition imd defenceless slat«' of “ I ho circular 
tot 1 vvss on I ho waters." nod rushed i ho Clyde I 

Addresses wore given nt Ardlvotj, hv Mr. 
Wilkinson. Mr. (Aden, and by Miss Sent chord, who 
explained that similar photographic experiments 
had been carried out in France, but had failed 
owing to the operators being ignorant of the 
delicate conditions necessary to secure successful 
results. Here some beautiful Lyceum hymns 
were sung, and most of those present dispersed 
to catch their boat for the Glasgow meeting. 
Fourteen stayed over for the next boat, spending 
the interval in our home over a quiet cup of tea. 
Here Miss Scatcherd gave an interesting account 
of recent visits to Greece, and the political

Viililnbl,,situation there ; and Mr, Boyd gave 
information about the Bulgarians, whom he had 
studied as a humanitarian, also concerning child 
life, on which he is a recognised authority,
Stair and others gave clairvoyant description* 
all of which were recognised. The time too 
short was pleasantly spent, and the visitor* 
left highly pleased with their visit.

I can only say, in conclusion, that this happy 
invasion of Spiritualist friends was exceedingly 
pleasant to ourselves, and especially as thev 
were fortunately bathed in bright sunshine. All 
were enamoured with the beauties of " Sweet 
Rothesay Bay," and many resolved to find their 
way back again to its lovely shores.

Some Experiences at the Rothesay Circle.
By JOHN DUNCAN, Edinburgh.

O iU R  next sitting was held on the evening of 
Friday, 14th April, the same five persons 
being present as on previous evening. 

After the meeting had been duly constituted, 
Mr. Coates, speaking under the control of his 
stepson, gave a short address on “ Mediumship,” 
after which Mrs. Coates was controlled by one 
I was on intimate terms with during his earth life. 
We will call him Mr. Roberts. He was a Station 
Agent at a quiet country village, nestling among 
the hills a short distance from Galashiels. Here 
we lived for six months every year for nearly 
twenty years. Mr. Roberts was a man very 
much above the average in intelligence, a great 
reader, and although not a member of any church 
took a keen interest in theological matters, and 
held advanced Views on all religious questions.

At this sitting Mr. Roberts went over thé names 
of five members of my family, talking about 
them when they were quite young, and going 
in and out to school in Edinburgh. These 
members of my family were unknown to the 
medium. • After a quiet talk, naming various 
parties, and speaking of olden times, Mr. Coates 
in a clear and convincing manner described the 
house where Mr. Roberts had lived, with the 
surroundings, also a bridge close by and leading 
to a sheep farm, the tenant of which was well 
known to us both. I could not have wished for 
more conclusive proof and of greater evidential 
value. Mr. Roberts also spoke to me through 
Mrs. Coates, of persons we had known nearly 
thirty years ago, naming the various members 
of our family, and at the same time Mr. Coates in 
his normal condition described the whole scene 
accurately. I can say that neither Mr. or 
Mrs. Coates have ever been near the place.

The next spirit to come was my old friend the 
lawyer. He said he was not in sympathy with the 
Mr. C. who had been present and spoke at the 
previous séance. They were neighbours on earth, 
but had nothing in common. These conditions 
evidently remain the same on the other side ; 
they were not what we would term “ kindred 
spirits." Several members of our family came 
next and gave convincing proof to us of their 
identity. That was mostly of a private character. 
Another friend Mrs. Coates said was present, 
Mr. T. He had passed on quite recently, having 
lived outside of Edinburgh. Mrs. Coates gave 
his name, said he was not able to control or speak, 
but that he would try at our next sitting. Bob, 
our son, had brought him.

Monday, 17th April, being a continuous wet 
day, we could not get about, and had to be content

with walking around the veranda of Glenbum 
Hydro., where we were staying. Three of us 
during this walk had a varied and interesting 
chat, discussing various subjects, but nothing 
about Spiritualism, my two friends not being 
at all favourable to the subject. During our 
walk, under cover, we spoke of several outstanding 
men who had passed over, among them being 
Professor John Stuart Blackie of Edinburgh, 
and Mr. C., the well-known Edinburgh citizen I 
spoke of as being present at our last sitting. 
The Professor and Mr. C. were great friends 
during earth life, and met frequently. Another 
name mentioned was Mr. W., a Glasgow gentleman, 
who belonged to no religious sect in particular, 
but was well known and is remembered for his kind 
and charitable deeds. Mr. W. passed away 
suddenly nearly a year ago, having dropped down 
on Wemyss Bay Pier and never regained conscious­
ness. I had only met him on two occasions, at 
The Kyles of Bute Hydro., our conversation both 
times being on Spiritualism. He knew nothing 
of the subject, but was greatly interested and 
listened eagerly when I told him some of my 
experiences. Within ten days after his transition 
he came to me in Glenbeg House through 
Mrs. Coates and thanked me for what I had 
told him. He said when he passed over, he could 
not realise the change, and felt at first dazed, 
but the slight knowledge he possessed of spirit- 
return had helped him ; how pleased he was to 
be able to come back, and that our son Bob had 
brought him. On leaving he begged us to do all 
we could to help him, by sending out loving 
thoughts and prayers for him. As a test, I 
asked him, to tell me where we had met in earth 
life. He at once replied, “ The Kyles of Bute 
Hydro," and said our conversation had been 
on Spiritualism.

I  wish to make it clear, that before coming to 
this séance, I  had not mentioned (even to my 
wife) the conversation we had during the day. 
Mr. and Mrs. Coates also knew nothing of it ; 
but on coming into the séance-room that evening 
Mrs. Coates made the remark that I  had brought 
some strange influences with me. All three— the 
Professor, Mr. C., and Mr. W.— said they had been 
with me during the day. There could be no 
mistaking any one of them, all being strongly 
characteristic men. Professor Blackie was in 
great form, and promised to come to Mrs. Wriedt’s 
first visit to Edinburgh, and said he would try 
to sing a verse of a Scottish song. Mr. W. said 
he was happy and greatly interested in the work 
he was now engaged in.



the international psychic gazette. ÌQa
< v
¡¡I K

■t*

%

i ü ü

th%

nb
of

Urn
Us

p tM
■ N
being 
> OUr 
tiding 
being
K̂en I
tfing.
lends
ather
man,
uJar,
kind
iway 
[own 
ous- 

R| at 
x>th 
hing 
and 
m y  

ition 
nigh 
had 

ould 
ized, 
)irit- 
s to
had 

3 all 
vih£ 
t, I
arth
3üte
jeen

to
my

$§■
it •

\M

I t

il«
»il>

t e

6 *

T . H. Lonsdale’s F
Mr. A. P. SINNETT ON

MR. 1 . H. LONSDALE gave an interesting 
account of his own personal experiences 
at a recent meeting of the International 

Club, 22A, Regent Street.
He said that for a number of years he had been 

an invalid, a nervous wreck, and if he had passed 
over then his friends could have put over his 
grave that epitaph so often seen in old 
churchyards—

Afflictions sore long tim e he bore,
Physicians were in vain.

One day he happened to see an account of the 
Psycho-Therapeutic Society, and he suggested to 
liis wife that perhaps he might get some good 
there. That same morning his wife changed his 
book for him at the library and brought back 
“ The Healer,”  by Maarten Maartens, which he 
had read only a few weeks before. He was 
disappointed at the mistake, but read it again, 
and was strengthened in his wish to go to the 
Psycho-Therapeutic Society. He thought at the 
time these events were a mere coincidence, but 
he now regarded them as a direct leading. He 
went to the Society with little faith, Mr. Spriggs 
diagnosed his trouble which aroused his curiosity, 
and eventually he was bodily and mentally cured 
by the healing work of the Society. His interest 
was aroused in psychic gifts, though he was 
rather sceptical as to their extent.

On a Christmas night shortly afterwards someone 
suggested table-rapping as one of their games, 
and they sat around a table. In five minutes it 
became violently agitated, and each sitter accused 
the other of pushing it, but the table began 
moving around the room in a way none of them 
could have made it do. Then it settled down 
and they asked it questions. I t  first spelt out 
the name of a man he had not seen for twenty 
years, giving his wife's name and the number 
of his children. No one but himself knew this 
man, who had gone to Canada long ago. He 
(Mr. Lonsdale) made inquiries and found that 
the information given was correct. This occurrence 
“ gave him furiously to think,”  for any possibility 
of thought-reading was out of court. Even 
thought-transference from one subliminal mind to 
his own subliminal mind did not explain it, for 
the information was not in the subliminal mind 
of any person who could have communicated it 
through the table. No other explanation seemed 
possible than that some | power ”  with intelligence 
had intervened.

He soon discovered that he had some psychic 
gifts, and tried planchette, crystal-gazing, auto­
matic-writing, etc. The planchette wrote for him 
even if he only rested one finger on it, but the 
messages were vague and unconvincing. One day 
it would not write, and he said im patiently:
“ Very well, if you won't write, don't,”  and 
leant back in his chair. The planchette thereupon 
ran off the table on to his knees. He was sur­
prised and sat up to see whether the table sloped 
towards him, but found it was quite level. He 
pushed the planchette to the far side of the table 
and said, j  Can you do that again ? ”  Immediately, 
it again ran across the table on to his knees. He 
called his wife to come and watch, and put a 
book under the near-side of the table to make it

sychic Experiences.
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slope upwards towards hirn. He leant back and 
said to planchette, “  You cannot do it now.” 
But it did, and moved slowly up the inclined 
table and fell on his knees.

When writing automatically one day he asked 
for a test that it was not his own mind working 
unconsciously. Immediately the pencil wrote,
“ We will give you a test. To-morrow you will 
get a letter asking you to do something. Be sure 
to do it.”  He anxiously watched for the postman 
next day, but nothing came. On the following 
day, however, a letter arrived from the Super­
intendent of a sanatorium asking him to see 
him before he again saw Mr. D., a young gentleman 
from Liverpool who was in the sanatorium. He 
had seen this young man at the request of his 
clergyman, but knew nothing of him or his people.
He took up a pencil and asked, “  Is this the test ? ”
“  Yes,”  wrote the pencil, “  they want to remove 
him to another sanatorium. On no account 
allow it.”  He went that afternoon to the 
sanatorium and saw the Superintendent. The 
matter he wanted to see him about was of minor 
importance. He then saw Mr. D. who asked,
I  Do you know anything of a sanatorium near 
Poole ? ”  He said, “  No, why do you ask ?
Mr. D. replied, “  My brother was here two days 
ago, and wants to move me there. What do you 
think ? ¡' Mr. Lonsdale advised him most strongly 
to remain where he was, and he passed away in 
three weeks almost to the day.

As illustrating how good advice is sometimes 
received psychically, Mr. Lonsdale said that at 
an occult class in Bournemouth he had told a 
gentleman who was a stranger to him that he 
had an appointment to take over a business 
proposition, that he must be very careful as the 
proposer was very plausible, and his proposition 
was not good, but would if entertained lead to 
financial loss. On going out this stranger whispered 
to the leader that the advice was strange as he had 
such an appointment for that very evening. 
The gentleman called to thank him six months 
later, saying that the advice prevented him from 
entertaining the proposition. Other people had, 
however, gone into it and had lost a lot 
of money.

A t a psychic circle in Bournemouth where 
practically the same sitters had met once a week 
for five years, the room was nearly always filled 
with beautiful perfumes. These were said to 
resemble Egyptian perfumes, but were different 
from any the sitters had experienced at any other 
time. He read letters from two of the sitters 
testifying to this curious phenomenon, and also 
to the fact that while entranced he had lifted 
with his bare unguarded hands five coals from 
the fire without suffering in any way.

Having been cured himself by psycho-therapy, 
Mr. Lonsdale gives much of his time and attention 
to this department of psychic work. He narrated 
the following incident. One day when passing 
the post office at Boscombe, he felt impelled to go 
in and telephone to  a Mr. H. He had never done 
so before and resisted the inclination and went on. 
The influence was, however, too strong for him, 
and he gave in and went back. Mr. H. was a 
healer, and the moment he heard the voice, he
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sniti. “ Good gracious is that you, Mr. Lonsdale ? 
I h«AT been trying to find you all day. He 
wan tint him to give a diagnosis of a friend leaving 
Bournemouth immediately by train. The time 
was too short to call and see the patient, so he asked 
Mr. lb  to bring him to the telephone and hold 
his hand. With this link he was able to give a 
diagnosis of the trouble which was found correct, 
and the patient being treated in accordance with 
the diagnosis soon recovered. Mr. lb's desire to 
see him had evidently come to him by a thought 
wave, hence his being compelled to telephone.

Mr. A. P . S i n n e t t , referring to the handling 
of red-hot coal without injury, said that when he 
had made inquiry from those who really knew 
what took place, they explained that the hands 
were covered by an etheric sheath. In his long 
experience he had heard a great deal about 
etheric sheaths. He once asked Madame 
Blavatsky if she knew anything about the alleged 
occurrence when Apollonius of Tyana was said 
to have suddenly disappeared from the court in 
which he was being arraigned before the Emperor 
Domitian. People expected he would be sent 
to execution, but what happened was that he had 
thrown an etheric sheath around him which was 
so impervious to the rays of light that they glanced 
around it, and therefore the people could not 
see him. In the same way the etheric sheath 
was impervious to heat, and however thin it 
might be, for it was no thicker than a soap bubble, 
it would protect the hands from injury by burning 
coals. It was even impervious to bullets, and he 
had been assured that people in this war had been 
an object of wonder to their friends from the way 
in which they had been protected by etheric 
sheaths, which made the bullets glance off them. 
These sheaths were etheric matter, and people 
who knew how to gather it together and control 
it and so form a sheath around them would be 
protected from injury. This way to protect 
their bodies would become one of the knowledges 
of the future.

Dr. A b r a h a m  W a l l a c e  said he once went to see 
a boy in Maida Vale who had the power of lifting 
burning coal, but he unfortunately took a man 
with him who professed to be an amateur conjurer, 
and he by his strong mental opposition had 
prevented results taking place.

The Rev. Mr. Bainton said he had once been 
present at a circle where Mr. Lonsdale was when 
the sitters were practically bathed in a wonderful 
Egyptian perfume. An Egyptian priest had 
been clairvoyantly seen beside him in the pulpit 
when he was preaching. The late Father Hugh 
Benson, the author of |  The Necromancers," had 
said to him at a trumpet seance that he had 
changed many opinions since he had passed over, 
and added, “ This is true—there is no death."

Dr. Wallace said that he had once had a 
conversation in the train to Harrow with Father 
Benson, and told him of a communication he had 
had from Archbishop Benson at a seance. The 
Father appeared to be interested and said, |  I 
must look into this subject." But so prejudiced 
was his condition that he did not find out the 
truth until he crossed the border.

Miss Felicia R. Scatcherd said that one of the 
strangest experiences at Julia's Bureau was the 
return of a certain cardinal who denounced 
Mr. Stead for not joining the true Church. She 
said to the Cardinal, |  Don’t you see if we joined 
your Church, as faithful members of it we could 
not allow you to come to speak to us as you are 
doing now 11

A

“ I Jaunted Royalties.”
B y  W A L T E R  F I K M i N G E R .

N in terestin g  collection  o f g h o st stories, pfophecip« 
and om ens past and present, and traditional ghosts 
o f royal fam ilies, is g iv e n  in "  H a u n ted  Royalties/' 

b y  K ath erin e C o x  (Messrs. Wrn. R id er & Son).
"  As the Mo hen 7.0 Herns h a v e  their W h ite  Lady, and the 

W ittelsh aelis their B la ck  L a d y ,”  sa ys th e authoress, "so 
the Ilap stm rgs h a v e  their lu rn fa lk e n . These are 
enorm ous w h ite birds- som e people sa y  th at they arc 
sw an s w h ich  as a rule o n ly  com e o u t from their hiding- 
places on the river-b a n ks a t n igh t, but if seen in the 
d a y tim e  th e y  lorbodc. som e mis fortune to t lie reigning 

I louse.
A friend o f m y ow n, a la d y  who lor th irty  years lui.fl 

m ade Austria her hom e, re ce n tly  related to me an anecdote 
concern ing these curious birds. In Ju n e, tot |, a lew days 
before the assassination of the A rch d u k e  F ra n z Ferdinand 
an d the C ou n tess Sophie K oh en bu rg, his m organatic wife, 
she was crossing a street in Vienna, when ju st in front of 
the C athedral she saw  an im m ense crow d collected gazing 
up at th e  sk y . Upon askin g w h at th e people were gazing 
at, she was inform ed in a w estru ck  whispers, ' T he Turn- 
lalken the T u rn fa lken  ! ’ R aisin g her eyes also, she 
saw, sure enough, a flock of enorm ous w h ite birds, such 
as she had never seen before, w h eelin g round and round 
in the sk y, u tterin g weird and sinister cries. The sight 
recalled to her m em ory th e legend connected w ith the 
T u rn falken , b u t being rather sceptical regarding all 
om ens and superstitions, she th o u g h t little  more about 
the m atter u n til a few d a ys later. Then all V ienna was 
ringing w ith  th e horrible sto ry  of th e  m urder of the 
E m peror’s heir- th a t tragic episode in th e annals of the 
u n h a p p y H ouse of H apsburg w hich ign ited the first spark 
of the terrific conflagration now  en velo p in g the whole of 
Europe.

Ferdin and, the Czar of Bulgaria, we are told, is haunted 
b y  th e gh o st of Stam buloff, th e m inister whose death  he 
brought ab o u t in 1895. W hile he has been o u t walking  
or drivin g, certain people h a ve a t  tim es seen the spirit 
of Stam buloff acco m p an yin g him . O n one occasion when 
Ferdinand visited a fortune-teller, the shade of Stam buloff 
followed him, and g a v e  th e fortune-teller a verbal message 
to deliver to Ferdinand, to the effect th a t he “ will perish 
in ve ry  m uch the sam e m anner as I h a v e .”

There are chapters o f the book devoted to ghosts of 
the 'Tower of London, H am pton  Court Palace, and  
W indsor Castle.

H am pton Court Palace is supposed to be haunted by  
the ghost of Queen K ath arin e H oward, one of the w ives  
of H enry the E igh th , who was beheaded for alleged  
im m oral offences. A  psychic nam ed Mrs. R ussell D avies  
is said to have invoked th e spirit of this Q ueen a t  
H am pton Court. K atharin e appeared to her, and is 
described as being v e ry  sm all, alm ost child-like in stature, 
and ve ry  fair, w ith  wide blue eyes, tip -tilte d  nose, and 
an exqu isite little  m ou th  shaped like a C u p id ’s bow. 
T his description does not, however, agree w ith  a portrait 
of the Queen w hich was painted in her lifetim e. Speaking  
of her life on earth, K ath arin e said, “ In less than  three 
years after th e K in g ’s m arriage, m y  head fell on the block, 
not a victim  to H enry, bu t to  the w ar betw een the Pope 
am i the Protestan t. So long as a single H ow ard remains 
a R om an C atholic m y spirit on A ll Sou ls’ D a y  will return 
to the scene of its earth ly sufferings u n til b y  fire Ham pton  
C o u rt shall becom e a ruin .”

%
4 th A U G U ST , 1914 .

As dwindle men, and eras pass away,
Viewed from vast vistas of futurity,
So in the calm light of eternity 

Die down the burning issues of to-day.
Yet man his brother man doth ruthless slay,

Robs of past triumphs, sad humanity,
Ends all its striving in futility,

Through the fierce onslaught of th’ insensate fray.
Can nought avail to check his cruel strife ?

Can nothing stem his self-destructive zeal ?
Must Chaos rule the Earth whence once it fled ? 

Heaven gave man freedom with the gift of life,
The power to make or mar, destroy or heal— 

N:w worlds, new men will rise— think,— k  God 
dead ?

FELIX RUDOLPH
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A Wonderful Apport-Medium.
By HORACE LEAF.

Q EVERA1 years ago great interest was 
t j  aroused in psychic circles concerning a 

wonderful apport-medium residing in the 
south of England. The special correspondent of 
a leading Spiritualist journal interviewed, at the 
time, “ General Lorrison,” a gentleman holding 
a high rank in the British Army, who, with this 
medium and her husband constituted the sole 
members of the “ Trinity Circle,” the title given 
to the group by the spirits working in conjunction 
with them. The name of the medium has never 
been divulged, owing to her objection to any 
kind of publicity, and because of the important 
public position held by her husband up to the 
time of his decease.

I have in m y possession the " proofs ” of the 
interview with “ General Lorrison,” the contents 
of which might well be attributed to the wildest 
of legends. But for similar astounding phenomena 
having been witnessed and testified to by leading 
scientific men, it would be beyond the credulity 
of any sane person to believe such things possible. 
The imaginary powers of the Magic Carpet and 
of Aladdin’s Wonderful Lamp are not stranger 
than the actual happenings through the medium- 
ship of “ Stella,” who has never received any fee 
for her services, always sitting only with personal 
friends.

There stands before me as I write, visible and 
tangible evidence of her gifts in the form of a 
large, dark brown, curiously-shaped vase, decorated 
with crudely-formed leaves and flowers made by 
a hand whose cunning had not attained the degree 
of perfection common to European p o tters; 
while the glazing is equally primitive. The clay 
composing the vase is of a coarse reddish kind, 
finished very poorly. According to the spirits 
who brought it to the circle it is of Eastern 
manufacture, although it is now uncertain whether 
they said it was brought from Egypt or Syria.

An equally wonderful example hangs upon the 
wall of a mutual friend. It is a picturesque 
dagger made of over one hundred and twenty  
Chinese coins strung together so cleverly and 
firmly as to have stood the test of more than  
ten years, and to all appearance still as strongly 
bound as ever. These coins were brought loose, 
one evening, unexpectedly into the s6ance-room, 
and tied together in an incredibly short space 
of time by unseen forces in the presence of the 
sitters, and left as a testim ony for them. Within 
one year over a thousand apports, ranging within 
the widest limits from woven grass to rosaries 
and charms, were brought by the spirit-people, 
often in the twinkling of an eye. One that I 
have seen is a large elaborately-carved box, 
twenty-two inches square, from China, and a 
splendid example of Chinese workmanship.

From the medium's point of view, the most 
impressive of the apports received happened in 
connection with a charitable institution, founded 
by her husband and herself, called the “ League of 
Love,” the objects of which were to collect each 
year toys and garments for distribution among 
poor children of various homes, orphanages and 
schools. Through the instrum entality of the 
League hundreds of warm garments, and thousands 
of toys, were distributed each Yuletide. The 
spirits of the Trinity Circle applauded so laudable

a work, and paid tribute to it on one occasion by 
ringing, as apports to the sitting, scores of 

magnificent toys of every description.
But perhaps no instance of this remarkable 

phenomenon is more striking than any other. 
What, for example, can be regarded as more 
astounding than the following as told by “ General 
Lorrison __

* Set 3is many eggs as we need in this house regularly 
each week. YVe have not bought a single egg for several 
months past. My cook has got so accustomed to find 
her week’s supply in the dining-room on Monday morning, 
th a t if she missed them  any morning she would th ink  
something had gone wrong. I pu t m y hat up in a com er 
of the room before a séance begins, and always find from 
one to  two dozen eggs in it a t the close. They are a 
present from the Brooklyn medium and come from his 
own hen-house. He usually, I understand, goes to  the 
hen-house and gets them  himself in readiness for their 
translation. One night I complained to  the  control 
th a t  three of the eggs were stale. He laughed, and  said 
th a t came from try ing to do more than one knew how. 
The fact was tha t, being unwell, our Brooklyn friend 

did not get the eggs himself as usual, bu t left it to  the 
control, and th a t personage took just what he cam e first 
upon, and brought me three nest eggs w ith the o thers.”

It was also frequently a habit of the spirits to 
bring twenty-one eggs at a time, so that there could 
be an equal division of seven for each sitter. This 
is^interesting in so far as the number seven was 
anciently regarded, along with three, as a sacred 
number ; and it was by special agreement with  
the invisible helpers that a fourth person was 
under no circumstances admitted to the Trinity 
Circle. We may, therefore, conclude that numbers 
were regarded as significant by these spirits.

The explanation of the Brooklyn medium is 
as follows : The Trinity Circle was one of a number 
situated in various parts of the world, under the 
control of the same spirit-band. It was arranged 
that all should sit at the same hour, and between  
them the apports usually passed. One was in 
Melbourne, Australia, another in Spain, a third in 
India, another in Syria, and yet another in Ghina. 
In each case the sitters were natives of the country 
in which they sat. The Brooklyn medium was a 
gentleman of remarkable power, very cultured 
and rich. It was he who used to select the eggs 
for transmission. In connection with this gentle­
man a piece of very direct evidence was received. 
One night a long letter was deposited upon a 
table in the séance-room, which the spirits 
requested the General to copy. It was discovered 
to be an epistle from the Brooklyn medium. 
After copying it, a bit was torn from off .the comer 
of the original in order to identify it ; the letter 
was then signed by the medium’s husband. It 
immediately disappeared, and the circle was told 
it had gone back to America. Ten days later 
the letter was returned by post w ith American 
stamps on it, and the New York postmark and 
date showing it had been posted there after the  
night of the séance. Moreover, the m issive had 
the signature of the sitter who had signed it, and 
the tom  piece fitted exactly.

I cannot refrain from quoting the General in 
reference to a marvellous apport of apples, which, 
in addition to demonstrating the ability of the 
spirits to pass m atter through matter, also refers 
to another gift of “ Stella’s .”

“ One night,” says General Lorrison, ” when the usual 
séance was to be held, I took my seat on the sofa, and
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tw w kllv Kissed the cushion , w h ich  was in my wny, to 
th e  other e ru l. 11 w a s on owHiinvy Sofa-cushion, which
l hud seen many tim es, and w a s tight m  su ch  RrtirlM 
nnuiltv avo \\  hi 1st w h ot w f  u n d ersto o d  w as a materialise ■ 
tio n  ol so m eth in g  brou gh t from  B ro o k lyn  w as in progress, 
th e  sp irit c o n tro llin g  th e  m ediu m  said through her to the 
spirit doing the work, * W hy not, whilst yo u  art; a b o u t it 
put th e m  in side ? 1 * O f  course,* said th e  other in the
direct voice, * it is just the sam e,* 1 T h at’s right,’ said  
the first spirit, 1 1 knew it would make no difference  
whether thev went inside or o u t . ’ We were told to light 
up an d  examine the room. Instead o f b ein g light as 
before, the cushion was so heavy that a more than ordinary 
effort was n eed ed  to lift it, and one could plainly feel a 
number of hard round substances inside. A knife w as

id it all over with llie  greatest rare, and f*
flic old s f ihhe i  ol the seams perfectly intmi llHr|

Vi!j(

III,

used rip up the cushion, but before this was done I

c*XAmin 
All th
no sign anywhere, of its having been opened or fresh! 
stitched. On being ripped VVi,M h'liml to contain 
dozen or more fine fresh rosy apples, gathered from 
Brooklyn medium's garden.1

h i addition to a|»ports and the direct voice w h ich  

on some occasions, have been demonstrated bv 
several spirits speaking at I he same time, levitation, 
carrying of red-hot coals in hare hands without 
burning her, materialisations, spirit-lights, clair­
voyance, clair-andience, trance-speaking, as well 
as other forms of psychic-phenomena, have been 
experienced through this truly remarkable medium.

The Twelve Tribes of the Zodiac.
X I.— A Q U A R IU S — T H E  M A N — T H E  W A T E R -B E A R E R . 

F IX E D -A IR . From January 20th to February 18th. By LEO FRENCH.

AiQ UARIUS rocks the aerial cradle of the 
infant race. Though his rhythm-measure 
of air is “ fixed ” yet he understands the 

secret magic of adaptability, for he is the Elder 
Brother, the typal ideal man of the immediate 
future. In the mystery of Saturn lies hidden the 
inner history of this great transition-period of 
the human race; for Aquarius follows his brother 
Capricorn, Saturn lord of both. Capricorn stands 
for all that the material plane can yield to man. 
If we take the word “ Selfishness " to express it, 
that word must be taken in its widest application, 
i.e., inclusive of all that can be obtained and 
attained by getting and taking. The apex of 
Capricorn's taking is that he may hand on to 
others, still, accumulation ; and even accretion 
is the law of his being ; whereas Aquarius grows 
by giving and by helping. He offers the water 
of life—“ Let him  that is athirst, come ! "

Growth by co-operation is the natural organic 
evolution for Aquarius; Brotherhood needs no 
deliberate recognition, no intellectual formulation, 
it belongs to him. The solidarity of the human 
race is “ the cloudy border of his base," the pedestal 
whereon stands Aquarius, the Man-Force of the 
new race, whose pioneers rise even now among us, 
offering the water of life to those who will to drink, 
those whose good fortune it is to recognise these 
angels and ministers of the new race.

Aquarius represents the ideal ethereal conscious­
ness, in manifestation. He possesses the tenuity 
and the stability of air, as opposed to its other 
pole of variability, and irresponsibility. There is 
the beauty of permanence, the eternal aspect of 
the Unmanifest reflected through the mirror of 
Ma;ya, as well as perpetual progress and perpetual 
motion, the other two sides of the triune Genii 
who I build up the blue dome of air.” To 
Aquarius belongs this aspect of eternal stability, 
the realisation.of the spirit of aether, the concealed 
potency whose emanations reach us through air.

For this reason, Aquarians are among the most 
secret messengers of the new Word. They are 
inner centres, whose strength is in the periphery 
rather than the circumference of life’s wheel; 
here again, paradox confronts us, for Aquarius is 
nothing if not a worker, but his work is rarely seen 
and known of all men, for the plane of conscious­
ness rather than of conscious effort is his truest, 
most central plane of manifestation or centre of 
action.

Aquarius feeds the inner springs. The ideal 
Aquarian is the Angel Incarnate, none know of 
his seraphic birth save those few to whom it is

given  to  know  th e  m y stery  o f the kingdom , though 
m an y feel the im personal y e t ind ividual breaths 
of in sp ira tio n  and aspiration  which v ibrate in the 
m ost h o ly  p lace of A quarius, th e  inner shrine. 
C om petition , strife , an y  form of rivalry are deadly  
poison, m iasm a to  the A quarian genius. Em ula­
tion  of an y  kind has neither part nor lot in him, 
save th e  quenchless th irst o f the Spirit, w hich bids 
him  raise the chalice to  his brother's lips, if he 
w ould fulfil his ow n life purpose.

Isolation  is o ften  the outer lot o f the Aquarian 
—Separation cannot be. H ere is another paradox  

w hose inner m eaning the true Aquarian rea lises: 
isolation , because Aquarius stands on the threshold  
of the new  day, w ith  new  words of power, fresh 
values, different proportions, other p ersp ectiv es; 
in him  is the secret of the fourth dim ension on the 
inner p lanes ; his philosophy, his m athem atics, 
the m easures and values of his spiritual, m ental 
and em otional consciousness are in direct antithesis 
to all that the old (5th race) civilisation has built 
into it. H um anity  has reached the apex of all 
the separated self can atta in— hum anity  as a whole, 
though there are yet m illions of laggards. B ut  
those who think that self-preservation is the law  
of growth for to-day  are as anthropoid apes, 
chasing their ow n long, finely-organised and 
highly-developed tails.

The true Man, the Man of God and of humanity, 
rises before us, noble in aspiration, powerful in 
inspiration, having won all that earth can yield, 
he now looks upward, grown at last to the measure 
and stature o f man made in the image of God, 
and as his Maker rejoices, energises and “  man­
ifests "  through the perpetual sacrifice o f becoming, 
so Aquarius lives to give, and gives to live. No 
trum pets, no heralds, announce his gifts, but—
“  N o man livelh or dielh to himself ”  ; the gift of 
Aquarius to the A lta r o f L ife  is— himself.

Ifc Ifc Ifc
H  EBB A N D  F L O W .

(Near a French Seaport.)
Across the narrow strip they come and go,
Of England’s surging tide the ebb and How—
Brave men who march to meet their destinies.
Wave after wave the tawny billows rise,
On Fate’s grim shores to break—a shattered ebb 
For some who rend the meshes of her web ;
For some a scatheless storm of shot and shell;
For some no ebb or flow—their lot to swell 
A tideless sea that lately pulsed with life—
Vast breakers broken on the rocks of Strife.

LILIAN HOLMES
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Our L ife ’s Star.
By F E L IC JA  R. S C A T C H E R D  (“ Felix

Iho soul that viseth w ith us, our L ife ’s Star,
Hath elsewhere hml its setting, and com eth from a f a r .- -

W ordsw orth.\

I,
QPIRITUALISM, as a branch of human know- 

ledge and inquiry, as a science— " Spirit- 
ology if one may coin a word—has come 

to stay, just as did biology, sociology, or any other 
" ology.” I he person who has no acquaintance 
with this subject will soon be as much “ behind 
the times ” as a man who has never heard of 
electricity.

This does not imply that everyone should, of 
necessity, become an experimental Spiritualist, 
any more than that ■ 
everyone should become 
a practical electrician.
But everyone can add to 
his faith, if he already 
possess one, the comfort 
and consolation of learn­
ing that there is an evi­
dential and substantial 
basis for that faith, just 
as he may enjoy the 
benefit of the multi­
tudinous applications of 
electricity to the affairs 
of everyday life.

Hitherto it has been 
difficult to find literature 
dealing with psychical 
science, suitable to put 
into the hands of the 
belated survivors of Ag­
nosticism and Secularism.
Now need of such has 
been most ably met by 
one of their own fra­
ternity, a I materialistic 
Spiritualist,” as he likes 
to call himself, Mr. J.
Hewat McKenzie.

II.
I  S p i r i t  I n t e r c o u r s e  :

I t s  T h e o r y  a n d  P r a c ­

t i c e  I is undoubtedly 
a remarkable book, which one may venture 
to prophesy will make] as great a stir in 
the world of to-day as did Florence Marryat’s 
■ There is no Death,” and for much the 
same reasons. Due allowance being made for 
a novelist’s imagination, “ There is no Death ” 
revealed a solid body of facts that could not be 
argued away. And discounting the practical 
trend of Mr. Hewat McKenzie’s mind, which leads 
him into dogmatic utterances and hasty generali­
sations, impossible to one with the fear of a 
greater knowledge before his eyes, “ Spirit Inter­
course ” is one of the best popular handbooks of 
modem Spiritualism that has yet been produced.

As the author tells us in his preface, it is written 
by a business man for business men and women, 
ordinary folk, “ natural men and women, who have 
no preconceived opinions in favour of any religion 
or philosophy of life.” Rather dull company 
these “ natural ” men and women must be, but 
personally 1 doubt if they have any more actual 
existence than had Rousseau's “ noble savage 1 ”

Rudolph ” ).

The latter served as a convenient peg upon which 
Rousseau could suspend his theories, and these 
new ” naturals ” have been likewise a peg for the 
production of Mr. M cKenzie’s valuable contribution  
to  the nascent science of the New Psychology.

I he lack of emotional warmth and of religious 
and spiritual fervour may repel some readers, but 
it will highly commend the book to those for whom  
it was especially written. They and the author 
run directly counter to the Apostolic teaching  
that spiritual things must be spiritually discerned, 
and stoutly demand and maintain that spiritual 
things must be materially tested and proved.
I his demand, legitim ate and desirable from the

materialistic standpoint, 
can only be met at an 
immense cost— the seem - 
[ing sacrifice of the very  

Hessence to the  
I sense and m atter aspects 
of the phenomena under 
consideration.

This apparent sacrifice 
is a fundamental fact of 
being, and ever accom­
panies the descent of 
Spirit into matter, in all 
its varying aspects and 
degrees. But, like the 
dying Socrates, who ex­
claimed—“ Bury me, if 
you can catch me,” so 
Spirit ever eludes the 
grasp of the baffled in­
vestigator, who finds him­
self left only in possession 
of a discarded husk, just 
when he fondly imagined 
himself to have seized 
hold of the very kernel 
of an inner reality.

I I I .

C h a p t e r  I I I . ,  on 
Materialisations, is one of 
the most valuable in the 
book. I  should like to 
suggest that it should be 

published in pamphlet form, and that no 
materialising medium would allow a person 
to assist at a materialising seance until he or she 
had carefully studied its pages. Many so-called 
“ exposures ” would never have taken place had 
the sitters been furnished with the elementary, 
yet little-known, facts which Mr. McKenzie here 
puts before his readers.

Where Mr. McKenzie departs from recording 
facts of observation, he enters a realm of some 
confusion and many disputed issues. The few 
statements subverting accepted scientific facts 
that I have been able to submit to recognised 
authorities have not survived the test, e.g.—

T h e  livin g  inner force of m an w h ich w e c a ll life is still 
a m y ste ry  . . . and e ve n  those w hose w ork it is to  
understand th e b o d y  and k eep  it from  disease.are e q u a lly  
ign orant. . . . T h is s ta te  of affairs is lik e ly  to last for 
oenturies, unless in th e  m edical curriculum  p ra ctica l  
p sych o lo gy is included as an in tegral part of stu d y .  
Professors of m edicine still tea ch  th a t m an's blood is 
pum ped thro u gh th e blood-vessels b y  the heart, an d are  
seem in gly q u ite  ign oran t o f th e fact th a t th e en e rgy  o f a
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fhtffisaml hearts would bo insufficient to pump the blood 
through the miles of blood-vessels of the human body, 
they are unconscious of the fact that the heart instead 
of acting as an engine of energy is just the reverse, and 
acts as a governor or brake upon the blood flow. The 
heart plays the same part in the control of the human 
machinery that the governor of an engine plays ; and 
just as the governor is driven by the energy within the 
engine, so also vs the heart driven by the energy within 
the human machine. (See page 33.)

Medical men to whom I have submitted the 
paragraph smile at it. And at Glasgow, when 
Mr. Morse’s control, the Strolling Player, greeted 
some of the delegates of the N.S.U. in the hospitable 
home of Mr. W. Jeffreys, we submitted the para­
graph to that witty spirit, he too repudiated the 
statement, but explained how such an error 
could have arisen through mal-observation of 
a phenomenon which precedes physical death. 
There is a familiar ring about many of these 
pseudo-scientific statements. They seem to have 
emanated from the control of a certain well-known 
medium, who shares many of the prepossessions 
of the author, if indeed he and his control have 
not given rise to those prepossessions in the first 
instance.

Speaking of “ The New Superphysical Con­
tinents,” he reminds his readers that the said 
spheres are “ interior states,” existing within 
the physical atmosphere surrounding our earth. 
This is not clear. And when the writer goes on 
to make statements in terms of physical matter, 
time, and space, giving us the distance in miles 
from the earth, the degrees of light and atmos­
pheric conditions, the flora and fauna, the virtues 
and vices, the homes and manner of life of the 
ex-terrene inhabitants of these “ interior states,” 
one simply gasps with wonderment and perplexity.

IV.
The pictorial diagrams in the book are in­

teresting. The one depicting the soul leaving 
the body at death will give rise to some con­
troversy. Clairvoyants are not unanimous as to 
the soul always leaving the body through the 
skull, as Minerva issued full-fledged from the 
brain of Jupiter. And a photograph taken of 
a death-bed scene by the late Dr. Hippolyte 
Baraduc, showed the spirit-form in perpendicular, 
rising from the recumbent body of the dying 
person, and not parallel to it.

But the illustration that most attracted myself 
is the one that Mr. McKenzie has kindly allowed 
to be reproduced here.

Ancient scriptures and modem poetry team 
with references to the manifestation of the spiritual 
principle in man and angelic beings as a star— 
the stars that fell from heaven with Lucifer—the 
righteous who shall shine forth as the stars—the 
belief among primitive peoples that a new star 
appears in the heavens on the death of a chief.

£ Is science about to confirm these vague traditions 
and beliefs ?

This star-like form, this |  body of light,” is 
probably the ” winged globe ” of the Ancient 
Egyptians, and la boule mentale of Dr. Hippolyte 
Baraduc, and other Continental investigators. 
He had often photographed it. Once when I 
visited him after the deaths of his beloved wife 
and their only son he rushed into the room with 
|  photograph depicting two star-like bodies 
exclaiming; ” Voila la boule de ma femme!
Voila la boule de mon fils ? 1 

I had myself witnessed a similar appearance 
some time before, which the photograph tended 
to elucidate. In England I have met but 
two persons experimentally conversant with this 
phenomenon. One is Mr. Jas. W. Sharpe, M.A.,

of Bournemouth. The other is Mr. Von Bonrw 
whose experience I give in his own words, it 
occurred some time ago—

My doctor asked if I had settled my affairs. I 
I was not going to die. I was conscious of ail that 
said, but did not want to open my eyes or to speak 
Just above me was a large round, brightly fommotn 
body of light. It seemed to have power and strength 
I felt attracted to this light. I felt I must hang on to it 
I felt I must live in this light, I must think in it. My 
consciousness withdrew into this light, and I could 
somehow see my poor wretched body on the bed. I 
heard what they said and saw what was done. They all 
thought I was dying. But I was getting better every dav

As my brain began to be active again, the light began 
to grow less in size, but I still had it to cling on to tor 
over three weeks, after which it gradually disappeared. 
It not only carried me through my illness, it received my 
soul, my consciousness, my very self or ego, which only 
lived in its atmosphere.

I fancy it gave the body a chance to get rid of its 
poisons and purify itself so as to become again a fit abode 
for the spirit.

For it was then that I first fully realised that God 
was love, and that one must love Him more than fife, 
more than oneself. And realising that, one could not 
help so loving Him. It  is difficult to explain. Yet 
there is no doubt that all who saw me thought it im­
possible for me to live. But this ecstasy of love for 
God was life itself and I knew I could not die.

Mr. Von Bourg’s account of this "  light ” 
agreed with what I had myself seen in Paris 
some years before.

Mr. McKenzie has thus recognised this starry 
principle in man, to the existence of which the 
wise and the inspired of the past and the present 
have borne persistent testimony.

“ Psychic Science,”  says Mr. McKenzie, ‘ is educating 
men to regard the physical world as the outhouse oi 
existence, where the human spirit is most nearly dead, 
being buried within matter too crude to allow fall 
manifestation to that Spirit. Man must learn to adjust 
his consciousness to a realisation of this fact, and to 
perceive that reality does not he in the outer physical 
matter, either of the earth or of the super-physkal 
spheres, but in something within himself. When once 
this is realised, his education will proceed rapidly, but 
previous to this, he may be regarded as one asleep, firing 
in the dark ages of the senses, with whom it is impassihk 
to discuss reality, for it  is beyond his comprehension.’ ’

I  can only conclude b y  advising all who have 
little tim e for reading, and who yet desire to 
acquaint them selves with the elementary facts 
and possibilities of modem psychical research, to 
procure this remarkable book for themselves and 
to  study it carefully.

Se ^  ^

T H E  P R A Y E R .
You breathed a prayer one night,

You feared it was not heard,
For nothing changed or stirred—
Yet swifter than a bird

• It darted up the height.
The Father took your Thought 

Into His Arms, and said,
“ Evefi this trembling shade 
Shall by My love be made

A ray with beauty fraught.”
You waited many days ;

Then, with your head bowed low 
You sighed, ” And is it so 
That we, too, far below

Can scarcely pierce the haze ? ”
You woke one morning fair;

Straight from the Throne of Might 
You saw a Way all white,
Of faith turned into sight—

And cried—i  It is my Prayer ! |
H. M. UNDERWOOD
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How to Acquire Thought Power.
M RS. E L IZA B E TH  L. SII.VERW OOD, in 

one of her “ True Thought Talks " in 
Glasgow last month, said— How many of 

ns have puzzled over a problem at night, given 
it up, and found it solved for us first thing in the 
morning ? A certain amount of personal effort 
seems necessary, and besides effort feeling is 
necessary, then we must leave it to the subjective 
mind, which is in touch with the super-mind, and 
the super-mind can solve any problem whatever, 
given the right conditions.

If you keep a worrying attitude of the conscious 
mind, you will fail to solve your problem. Have 
you not noticed it is when you give it up, when 
you let go, that it comes out all right* This is 
the condition known as “  the cut-off."

I will outline the process of Power Thinking. 
First concentrate, by quietly choosing the thing 
you desire, with d e e p  f e e l i n g , then c u t  o f f , 

let go, switch your mind to something else, and 
leave it to your subconscious mind to contract 
the super-consciousness, and bring back the result. 
It may take some time, but never half as long as 
the usual worrying and effort of the common 
conscious mind takes. You may repeat the 
process several times a day, provided you s t o p  

t h e  t h o u g h t  between times.
You will wonder why feeling'is necessary. It 

is the sine qua non. You cannot teach the sub­
jective consciousness by any other method, 
because it is the organ of emotion and feeling, 
not of reason or logic. Intuition is not reason­
ing, but feeling, s e n s i n g  by the sixth sense; 
and the more. feeling you put into your desire 
the surer and more complete shall be its fulfil­
ment.

This is the O ccult L a w ; anyone can prove its  
truth by experim ent. The work you  put your  
heart into is never irksom e, never drudgery. 
Drudgery is doing th e  th in g  you  h a t e ; drudgery  
is being obliged to  do one thing, when your whole  
being longs to do som ething quite different. To  
succeed you must either love your work, or do it  
for love o f some other person— or alter it. Y ou  
must lift it from slavery to the dign ity  of free 
labour. W ork is a great b lessing; drudgery is 
a curse. W ork ennobles, drudgery enslaves. 
Even the humblest work m ay be inspired, but 
drudgery never. L ift  your work to the plane of 
inspiration by love ; or change your occupation  
entirely, if you would be able to work in con­
junction with your higher self, your super­
conscious mind.

All creative work complies with this law  in a 
superlative degree. I t  is deplorable that in this 
commercial age creative work forms so sm all a 
portion of the whole. There is no m onotony  
about creative work. I t  does not tire, it  rests 
one ; it does not degrade, it ennobles. It is a 
joy because it liberates the soul and gives it 
expression. In  the ideal state of society, all 
work not done by machinery w ill be creative, 
and being creative it w ill be re-creative.

“ Thought in the mind hath made us." W e 
are a composite picture of the sum of our thoughts, 
feelings, and desires, in this and former states. 
We have the power to alter even our personal 
appearance by thought. Yes, we can even  
add to our stature by taking thought. The 
Psalmist was not infallible. It has been done, 
and it can be done again.

All things are possible to a consecrated will, 
working in tune with the infinite.

H o w e ’er it be, it  seem s to  me,
W h e th e r in sta r  or clod,
G en iu s is b u t th e  sh in in g o u t
O f th e  S o u l’s in d w ellin g  G od. e . l . s .

W e have schools for genius in the United States, 
we believe genius to be latent in all humanity, and 
that it is capable o f culture. W e know that by  
the process o f thought we build up our brain- 
structure, we thus create finer and more com plex 
cells in the physical brain, m aking it a more 
perfect instrument. B y  the study o f music we 
build up those parts o f the brain which control 
time, tune, and rhythm. E very  musician's fore­
head shows this truth, phrenology and physiology 
prove it. The mental process is rather akin to 
the production o f a gramophone record. Just 
so a thought impresses the brain substance,
“  the grey m atter " ;  b y  repeating the thought the 
impression is deepened. Think it w ith  deep  
f e e l i n g , and it becomes ineradicable, because 
it reaches to the subjective consciousness, and is 
written on the akashic records.

B y  g iv ing  auto-suggestions one can build up 
his brain-cells, and change the very  structure o f 
the head itself. I f  the personal mind is not 
strong enough to accomplish this easily, one can 
call in the aid o f a psychologist, and b y  the sug­
gestion o f another become strong enough to  help 
oneself. Desire is the divine urge within the 
soul that compels it to evolve in its outer 
expression. Inspiration is the divine touch which 
arouses desire. W ill is the agent that carries 
desire into action.

“  Y o u  w ill b e  w h a t yo u  w ill to  be,
L e t  failure find i t ’s false co n te n t  
In  th a t  poor w ord en viron m en t,
B u t  Sp irit scorns it  an d is fre e .”

*5: *5; *5>
A  P R A Y E R  F L O W E R .

“  T h ere are som etim es flowers u pon  Jap an ese rivers  
m ore b e a u tifu l th a n  lotus. T h e y  are called  p ra ye r-  
flowers. M others le t  th em  flu tter  d o w n  from  t in y  m o o n ­
shaped bridges, an d th e  run n in g w a te r  ta k e s  th ese  sw e e t  
lo ve  m essages in to  th e  p la ce w here Jizo is.” — Extract 
from “  T h e  V in e y a r d .”

On a lovely moon-lit river,
There floated sweet and fair,

To one in Jizo’s keeping,
A mother’s loving prayer.

A darling little cherub 
Peeped out of Jizo’s arm,

A babe with dreamy lashes,
And face of wondrous charm.

The running water listened—
The moon-shaped bridge beneath ;

As the mother bent her message 
So softly to bequeath.

And lo ! there rose in beauty 
Upon the silver tide,

A fragrant flower of passion 
For the little one who died.

E. P. PRENTICE.
Ifc 15b

T h e  greyness o f th e m o m , th e  blue tin t  of n o o n d ay,  
and th e golden splendour o f eve n tid e  are sym b o lic  o f a  
life w ell spent, w hich a t  th e  begin n in g gro velled  in th e  
m undane conditions o f earth, u n til th e  tim e cam e w hen  
it a ttracted  to itself th e m agn etic influences b y  w h ich  it  
w as surrounded, to  end a t  even tid e w ith  th e  gold en  
sunset rays o f success.— Sister Franc.
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The Interpretation of 
the Parable.

FOREWORD.—And the Gazetteers who read the 
Parable of the Bridge questioned among themselves 
what might be its meaning, and some said it was 
as clear as day, and others that its full intent was 
hidden. They appeared to be agreed that the two 
islands of the parable, separated so completely from 
each other that no intercourse between them seemed 
possible, represented the two worlds which men 
call The Known and The Unknown, The Present 
and the Future, The Seen and The Unseen, The 
Physical and The Spiritual, The Earth and Heaven. 
And as for The Bridge between these worlds, what 
could that be but Psychic Faculties which mankind 
has possessed and used since the Creation ?—so there 
was no need, some said, for any other bridge to be 
built. But others said the Parable spoke of the 
bridge that exists nowadays as only a narrow bridge, 
good in places, and shaky and dangerous in others, 
which can only be used by a few people who are 
bold and adventurous.

The parable seemed to indicate that there was 
still requiring to be built “ a great broad substantial 
bridge, across which the whole people of these two 
kingdoms could come and go at will.” What could 
this mean ? In quest of an answer we sought the 
aid of a wise Interpreter, and Miss Lind-af-Hageby 
was kind enough to spare us a few moments from 
her arduous labours on behalf of The Purple Cross 
Service for Sick and Wounded Horses, to give us 
her interpretation. We congratulate our readers on 
having the aid of one whose * vision vast ” is so 
outstretching and inspiring, whose intellectual grasp 
of philosophies is so sure, whose personality is so 
massive, and whose humanitarian aspirations and 
labours are so great. Miss Lind said she would be 
pleased to chat for a few minutes about the Parable, 
and this is what she said—

I W IL L  g ive you m y ideas o f the bridging from 
one or two points o f view.

First o f all, there is that feeling of isolation 
which is symbolised by  the island on which a 
number o f people live, and live contentedly, not 
knowing anything o f other islands with their 
inhabitants, their lives, and their ideals. That 
stands for the general isolation and blindness, 
which is constitutional and wilful, in which the 
m ajority  o f mankind lives.

N ow  those who have within their souls the 
beginnings o f new psychic faculties, and the 
rudim ents of senses beyond the five senses— 
super-senses if  you like— and those people can be 
num bered b y  the thousand, always chafe against 
th is isolation. Some do so consciously and cry 
out for contact, for more knowledge, for light 
beyond the ordinary knowledge o f the senses. 
O thers resent it unconsciously, and feeling the 
practical impossibility o f getting at absolute 
know ledge through the ordinary avenues of sense 
and reason become pessimists and despondents.

This sense of isolation can be overcome by the 
development of what is ordinarily known as 
the faculties o f m edium ship— clairvoyance, clair-

audience, telepathy, the power of projecting one’* 
m ind outside the body, and of functioning outside 
the body. It also calls for the development of 
the power to sense and be conscious of different 
sta tes of being, of other-dim ensional conditions, in 
which we are plunged here now, of which we are 
for the m ost part suprem ely unconscious. This 
is not a m atter of future evolution , but a matter 
of present reality. W e only say  these states are 
non-existent because we function on one plane out 
of possibly a hundred.

This one-sided functioning, as against the 
im m ense possibilities around us, is an isolation 
and a lim itation of which I personally have always 
been strongly conscious. I have always felt the 
relativ ity  of knowledge to such an extent that it 
has som etim es had an absolutely paralysing effect 
upon any theories, thought and ethics, which 
have strongly appealed to me.

I believe that if this desire to get out of 
the prison of human limitation and relativity 
is sufficiently strongly developed in us, it is pos­
sible for us, while still in the body, to develop the 
powers of functioning upon other planes, of 
sensing vast unseen worlds, vibrating with life 
all around us. And by the same intensification 
of spiritual desire we can lift and stretch our 
minds so as to develop all our latent psychic 
powers and become mediumistic in the highest 
sense of the word.

Also, I have always felt a sense—a vague 
sense—of community with the rest of the whole 
planetary universe of ours. Our philosophies, 
our religions, our science, our art, our most divine 
flights of poetry, must all be earthy and tainted 
by the one-sided and limited outlook within 
which we are bound by the prison-bars of our 
five senses.

Surely the day must come when the desire for 
other contacts, for universal knowledge, will 
become so strong that we shall build the bridge 
of the parable between this world and the next.
In the gradual process of evolution there can be 
no standing still, for it is infinite and ceaseless; 
and it is probable that the development of our 
super-psychic faculties will some day - become as 
possible and as natural as our railway, telegraphic, 
and wireless communications are to-day, though 
they were not dreamed of as possible a thousand 
years ago.

As to the obstacle that such dreams are im­
possible, one can answer from experience that 
really very few things are impossible. When I 
am told that certain psychic facts which have 
been scientifically established are impossible or 
that they are too mysterious to be true, I always 
refer to the simplest phenomena on the physical 
plane, such as the growth of a large and com­
plicated tree from a tiny seed, or the evolution 
of any living creature from the small elementary 
cell, and ask that such phenomena should be 
contemplated from the point of view of scientific 
explanation. They baffle us ; explain we cannot ; 
we can classify and we can label, but mysteries! 
even the physical world abounds in them. The 
mystery of our own bodies, the mystery of the 
daily chemical process going on within them, is 
so great that it defies reasonable explanation.

Who then, in the name of logic and in the light 
of experience can say what developments in the 
psychical region are impossible ? The uncon­
sciousness which the average man and woman 
manifest towards entities and events in the 
other world is like that of a blind and deaf man 
who, seated in a room, perceives not the people
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«bo are present with him. He is able to say 
0uite honestly and truthfully that he is alone in 
the room because owing to the limitation of his 
,̂n<os the other persons are non-existent to him. 

if he were miraculously made to see and to hear, 
he would discover how erroneous his statement 
wa*. for he would now see and hear those other 
jxrsons present with him. Similarly, through 
the gradual unfolding of the higher senses now 
latent within us a new consciousness will develop 
which will make it natural for us to perceive the 
life and reality of those who have already laid 
aside their physical bodies, and of those also who 
have never been clad in mortal form. We shall 
bo able to converse with them, not perhaps in 
the language of the tongue, but through other 
means of sympathetic communion.

The idea of a College of Light—a University 
for psychic study and development— is at the 
present moment very much in the air. It is one 
of those ideas which come to the front through 
interior pressure and at a time which corresponds 
to a real need. The war, with its terrific lessons 
in personal losses and sufferings, with its every­
day demonstration of the nearness and presence 
of death, has drawn the minds of the average 
man and woman to the whole subject of the 
After-Death state, as never heretofore. And it 
has stimulated to an unheard of extent the 
awakening and the exercise of these latent psychic 
faculties. Through sorrow and suffering the 
world is being driven to the search for light. The 
light will be an other-worldly light whose illumina­
tion will shed love and sweetness and harmony 
over this world.

As to the details of The College of Light, my 
personal idea is that it should, broadly speaking, 
have two functions— (i) scientific study, because 
to me all the higher exercises of the human mind 
are in themselves bricks in the bridge which will 
one day unite us with the beyond, and such a 
scientific study of psychic faculties as will demand 
the best methods of sifting and weighing evidence, 
and command the interest of the most advanced 
minds; and (2) its other function would be to 
satisfy man’s religious craving, and his devotional 
and mystical instincts, and thereby give joy and 
comfort to hundreds and thousands of souls who 
to-day find no spiritual sustenance in ecclesiastical 
forms or in historical creeds. It would thus 
become a Cathedral of a Living Religion, bom  
and burning in the heart of each individual man 
and woman who worships at the altar of the 
Living God.

POSTSCRIPT.—Now when men wish to b u ild  an  

iron bridge over a river they do not sim p ly  say there  

is abundance of iron ore in the earth, let the bridge  

be built. Nay, they dig deep for that ore, an d sm elt  

it, and free it from dross, and temper it, an d shape  

it according to a plan appropriate to the purpose, 

When men wish to build an intellectual b rid ge over  

deep chasms of ignorance they do not sim p ly  say  

there is abundance of mental stuff in the w orld , let 

there be knowledge and wisdom. Nay, they train  

and develop the mentality of their children and  

youths in schools and universities, and even tu a lly  

see them spanning the gulfs of ignorance and w alkin g  

confidently in the sacred isles of knowledge, and 
philosophy, and poetry. When men wish to build 
a psychic bridge between the two worlds known as 

The Seen and The Unseen, The Transient and The 
Eternal, they ought, therefore, not to say there is 
abundance of psychic faculty in the human family to 
build such a bridge, so let the bridge arise in whatever

haphazard way it may ; for if they do, no trustworthy 
bridge will ever he built. But if they will discover 
their innate psychic faculties, and cultivate and train 
them, even as they do with their mental faculties, 
the day will surely come when a great broad substantial 
bridge will unite the world about us and the world 
beyond. Will such a bridge ever be built ? It 
would indeed be a godlike accomplishment, surpassing 
in importance any achievement yet attained by 
mankind. But it will only arise through human 
effort and noble sacrifice.—J. L.

^  ^
A  P R O P O S E D  M I L L I O N  S H I L L I N G

FUND.
Oakleigh, Highfield Road,

Bognor, Sussex.
July 23, igtb.

(Le ter to the Editor.)
D e a r  S ir ,— I am  intensely interested in the proposed 

“ College of L igh t.” Would it not be possible to raise a 
Million Shilling Fund ? I feel sure that all readers of 
the Psychic Gazette and Spiritualists generally, throughout 
the country, would be proud to contribute.

I am  sure there must be many, who like m yself are 
longing for such an institution to become an actual fact, 
who would feel it a great privilege to help in this way. 
W ould it be possible to start a Psychic Gazette fund ?—  
Yours sincerely,

C IS S IE  C O O P E R .

W e shall welcome correspondence on this subject.—- 
Ed. I.P.G.

THE BRIDGE.

Thunder and rain, and a mist-blown world,
And an empty room in my house,
My boy lies dead on the battlefield,
And thus all my hopes to the ground are hurled, 

While the wind sighs drearily.

Where is the soul of my soldier lad ?
I will find him, if mortals dare.
I  The heavens are far,” all my neighbours say,
‘ ‘ We must simply trust though our hearts be sad,” 

And clouds hang heavily.

But wait ! if my lad is wanting me,
I will build a bridge halfw ay there,
And walk with the good God’s guiding hand 
To the other h a lf where he’s waiting me.

And the sun shines gloriously.
H. A. W.

THE PARABLE OF THE BRIDGE.
N o w  who w ill solve f o r  us the r id d le  o f  th is  P a ra b le  ? ”
’Tis no riddle at all, but crystal clear ;
The Island is earth, the People are here ;
The Seer who saw that psychic-world clear 
Was Swedenborg, to thousands dear.
And Jefferson Davis, the engineer.
But the King, who was he ? Why, surely you know, 
’Twas Stead ? with his I  Bridge ” of “ Juba's Bureau” ; 
And broader and broader that Bridge will grow,
Till ’twixt this world and that all freely may go.
For I  now is the day and now is the hour ”
The Spirit descending, with heavenly dower.
Over this earth rich blessings to shower,
For the King of Peace, is coming with power.
And a white-robed army with Him will come,
Once buried in khaki to muffled drum,
Now singing the “ New Song ” that none can hum 
Save he lived—and died—for that Kingdom come.

ELIZABETH L. SILVERWOOD.

• t
“ Another parable put He forth unto them : The

Kingdom of Heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, 
which a man took, and sowed in his field : which indeed 
is the least of all seeds ; but when it is grown, it is the 
greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches 
thereof.” -—Matthew xiii., 31,' 32.

mm
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The Moral Sense.
By W. H. EVANS.

(_'p*ONSCIENCE is defined as, " Internal
m j  knowledge or judgment of right and wrong ;

the moral sense, or sense of right and 
w r o n g ; the faculty within Us by which our 
actions are tried and judged.'*

Commonly, conscience is supposed to be a  
gift, th e  distinguishing feature between man and 
beast, but the moral gulf between man and beast 
m ay not be so wide as m any imagine. All animals 
w ith any degree of developm ent of the social 
instinct m ust have som e degree of moral sense. 
They m ust observe certain rules in order to  
preserve intact their social order—such as it is. 
We speak of this as being instinctive, and it m ay  
be said that the instinct of co-operative effort 
exhibited b y  anim als and insects marks the  
beginning of the moral sense.

The v iew  that conscience is a special endowment 
is  not supported b y  facts. W e should expect, 
if  conscience were such, to  find a universal standard 
of right and wrong. B ut conscience is susceptible 
of growth, and to  say  this does not im ply that 
m orality is  not a part of the warp and w oof of 
nature. There only  com es from nature what is 
already in it. To say  as Darwin does, that “ any  
anim al whatever, endowed w ith well-marked 
social instincts, the parental and filial affections 
being here included, would inevitably acquire a 
m oral sense or conscience, as soon as its intellectual 
powers had becom e as well, or nearly as well, 
developed as in m an,” does not in the least 
depreciate the moral sense. It only points out 
th e  continu ity  o f developm ent revealed b y  the  
law  o f evolution.

Amongst mankind we find many differing 
degrees of the moral sense. The Red Indian at 
one time thought it right to get as many scalps 
as possible. The Fijians when their parents 
got old or fell ill, buried them alive. It may be 
said that there was an absence of morality in 
this and that they were simply unmoral. And 
when we take the various national standards, 
we shall find differences even there. The Turk 
can keep four wives without suffering a moral 
qualm, but the average Englishman would suffer 
acutely if he committed bigamy. There is such 
a divergence that it has been said that morality 
is a geographical question. Changes in environ­
ment produce changes in the moral sense. These 
changes we discern in our own life.

Religion has a great deal to say about conscience, 
and generally speaking it has done its best to 
foster and develop the moral sense. Its 
denominating conscience as “ the still small voice 
of the soul,” reveals how important religion 
considers conscience to be. It does in fact regard 
it as the voice of God. Where religion has been 
unable to readjust things here it has pointed to 
the hereafter for a solution of all life’s problems. 
It has perhaps laid too much emphasis on that 
other life, valuable as the conception of im­
mortality is. Morality is concerned with life here, 
as well as with the life to come. It emphasises 
the inevitable harvest of consequences which 
follow all actions.

Religion has tried to make men good through 
fear of punishment, or for hope of gain. It is a 
slavish sentiment, and an enlightened moral sense 
deplores any appeal either to fear or cupidity. 
It is one of the weaknesses in the Christian

scriptures that the doing of good is almost iilwflM
urged because the•rein lies great reward. There
is no goodness in any act in whi cn the doer Em
an eye to  gam. H is m otive is bad, and he is
still selfish because he is thinking not of the good
he is doing, but <>f the reward such action will
bring. B ut even the man who does good for
train w on the H>ad, and there is always the
possibility o f his getting  to  lev e the good so
much that he w ill do good for its own sake.

Spiritualistic philosophy concurs with science 
regarding the consequences o f all actions. The 
theology o f Christendom has often made the 
mistake o f leading people to believe that they can 
escape from the consequences o f their wrong­
doing. “  W hat must I  do to be saved ? ”  is 
the fearful cry o f him who is desirous of reaping 
other than he has sown, and he has been taught 
to believe that he can escape if he accepts 
Jesus as his Saviour.”  Such teaching has a 
tendency towards making the saint and the 
sinner stand upon an equal footing. But science 
and commonsense alike repudiate the idea that 
they are, and no amount o f acceptance or 
profession will lift the sinner to the moral plane 
o f the saint. H e may believe with all his heart, 
but he can only reach the moral plane of the 
saint by earnest and laborious effort.

The teaching of Spiritualism is here full o f hope, 
because it is supremely just. Each person reaps 
his own harvest. I t  is the law. But the conse­
quences o f any action, however evil, cannot 
last for ever because such consequences can only 
be proportionate to its cause. Morality is rooted 
deep in the universe, for we see that it is good 
alone that can permanently enrich life. Only 
good that can endure. E v il is mortal and must 
die. I t  is certain that as the thought of cause 
and effect in the moral realm takes possession 
of the minds of men they w ill act very differently.

Man has to pay, whether in or out o f the body. 
The laws o f nature flow into the unseen. ThevJ
do not cease to operate at death. The evolution 
o f man’s moral sense goes on just as surely in the 
spiritual as in the material world. And man 
realises when he enters that other life that he 
is neither a stained-glass angel nor a black devil, 
but just a man.

The continuation o f life beyond the physical 
provides the necessary means for an individual’s 
further development. A  field is provided for 
the further evolution of his moral sense, and that 
being so, we can see how wonderfully everything 
in nature points to the fulfilment o f her laws.

^  *  9k
T H E  M IN D .

IF&ai is this elusive th in g m en call th e Mmd 
It  does n o t know  our ea rth ly  c la y ’s control.
F or w hen th e  b o d y dies still soars th e Soul, 

W a tch in g th e  w hirling centuries unwind.
It cannot mould to nothing They are blind  

W ho think the craw ling earth  its  final goal,
W ho seek to  m ake it  brother to  the mole.

Instead o f w h at th e  O m n ipoten t designed.

The Mind that dreams what Plato dared to dream 
Can never crum ble m  a  planet’s crust,

The Mi«yl that grapples with th Ahnighty’s scheme 
C a n  n ever rot am i turn to drifting d u st j 

F ro m  w orld to  world forever bounding free 
E a c h  M ind is part o f  Im m ortality.

H  F . K I R K ,
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The Father of Spiritualism in the North.
By ALEC ANDERSON.

''T'NIERE are. very few persons in the north of 
England with even an elementary knowledge 
of Spiritualism and Psychical Research, 

who have not met Mr. W. H. Robinson, of 
Newcastle, whom I have had the pleasure of 
interviewing for the Psychic Gazette. It was on 
one of those remarkably wintry days we had in 
June last when I called, and found Mr. W. H. 
Robinson seated in front of a cheerful fire. Let 
me say at once for the benefit of distant readers 
that he has spent so many years as a valiant 
apostle of the truth, that he may fitly be styled 
“ The Father of Spiritualism in the North.'' He 
is descended from a noble family, and is a second 
cousin of the famous Grace Darling, whose heroism| 
in saving the ship- I 
wrecked is one of the 
brightest pages in the 
history of the English 
people.

Mr. Robinson's Spirit­
ualistic investigations 
and experiences cover 
over four decades, 
beginning with the year 
1872, and in answer to 
my questions he kindly 
gave me the following 
interesting account of 
himself. “ I was a mem­
ber of a Wesleyan family, 
and my father's prayers 
and wondrous devotion 
leaned strongly towards 
mysticism. With such 
an upbringing, what­
ever the present position 
of Methodism may be, I 
can never forget the 
robust piety of both my 
parents and their in­
fluence on my whole 
life. I cannot remember 
the time when I was not 
conscious of a provi­
dential control, which 
developed into a firm 
realisation of divine 
guardianship. But as a youth I often remarked 
to my father that in Methodist preaching I saw 
much soul limitation, and this led me to seek 
elsewhere for light on what was obscure, and so 
there was opened up for me the way to other 
realms of thought. As a pilgrim in life’s wilderness 
I wandered into the morass of Materialism, but 
soon discovered that the merely intellectual 
outlook of that cult ignored and submerged the 
emotional and intuitional faculties. I longed 
for a spiritual basis, as well as a scientific one 
for my beliefs, and this I found in the study of 
Spiritualism. Thereafter, I had no further use 
for creeds, so often transparently false, tawdry, 
and elusive. By a continued and determined 
study, objective and subjective, I discovered in 
my own soul a richer and more divine heritage.

I My attention was first attracted to psychic 
matters by the reports of the famous trial, “ Lyon v. 
Home.” Then I witnessed countless remarkable 
phenomena and spirit-manifestations in most

parts of the North, and travelled much to observe 
new phases as they were unfolded, being always 
careful not to lose sight of the intellectual side.”

“ What is your opinion of the present position 
of the Spiritualist Movement ? ” I asked.

“ I think,” said Mr. Robinson, “ it is working 
out its own salvation ; the way is being cleared ; 
and though persecutions have been endured, even 
from religious bodies, it is assuredly coming into 
its own. The thinking man is drawing nearer 
to the realisation of the great truths for which 
we stand. I am one of the Vice-presidents of 
the Newcastle Psychical Research Society, and 
consider that the Spiritualists owe a great deal 
to that Society, which has done much to keep the

Movement on a scientific 
base, the research work 
being particularly valu­
able.”

“ There is a feeling 
that students of the 
occult, such as Theoso- 
phists and Spiritualists, 
are coming into closer 
touch with each other. 
Do you think this is a 
step in the right direc­
tion ? I

“ Yes, I am heartily 
in accord with any 
movement that will 
bring these two Societies, 
so similar in beliefs, to 
a better understanding 
of each other, and the 
more we meet on a 
common ground the 
more effective will be 
the teaching of the 
Truth.”

Then I asked Mr. 
Robinson to tell us 
what he knew of the 
subject of Enhance­
ment, and he replied—
“ My first attention to 
the subject of Trance 
Mediumship was in 

1874, when Mr. J. T. Rhodes, of London, 
arrived in Newcastle to conduct business. 
We met at the Spiritual Society Hall, 
hoping to witness some scientific experiments 
in wax impressions of spirit-hands and feet, 
Miss Wood being the medium on that occasion. 
Great efforts were being made in that direc­
tion at that time, and a select committee 
of investigation was chosen for this particular 
effort, Mr. Rhodes and myself not being included. 
As he was a stranger, I showed him round the 
city, and then returned to his apartments and 
partook of supper. Thereafter Mr. Rhodes fell 
back in his chair suddenly, and my mother and 
sister each conversed with me for about an hour. 
At first I was alarmed, but the messages reassured 
me, and I was both satisfied and delighted at the 
near presence of two such beloved personalities. 
Since then I have acquired certainty that the 
most exact tests and information come more 
quickly through enhancement than by any other
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method. Mv, Rhodes wns a true and delightful 
friend and a hue medium. He later purchased a 
business in Host on, U.S.A.. and passed away there 
some years ago. Many of the old London 
Spiritualists would doubtless know him well.

" Now." I said. “ can you give us your experi­
ence in Materialisation ?

Some years ago,” he replied, ” the Blyth  
Society invited Mrs. (»leave, nee Mellon, to give 
a séance for materialisation, I being invited to 
accompany her. This was her first visit to this 
town, and the only place available was the 
Society’s lecture hall, a long narrow room. H ow­
ever, we placed an empty chair in the corner of 
the platform on which the medium sat. We 
erected the cabinet by borrowing two sheets, 
which were hung on rods, these being placed at 
right angles to each other. About forty persons 
were present, including three medical men, who 
were strangers to Spiritualism. During the hour 
and a half which followed fourteen forms showed 
them selves at the front, some bowing to the 
audience, who were arranged in the form of two 
horseshoes. A hymn was sung, during the 
singing of which a spirit-form, appearing as a 
tall gentleman in white, came from the comer, 
walked along the platform, smiling and conversing 
w ith us for about ten minutes. He told us that 
we should have a nice meeting, as the sym pathy  
that they so much desired was in abundance. 
Further he said that he was going to help the 
spirit-visitors to show them selvesf' as it was a 
chemical process, which they all had to learn. 
H e then went into the cabinet, saying he would 
reappear later. After the spirit-forms had shown 
themselves, he did so, reminding us that he had 
kept his promise. H e said the medium was 
much exhausted and he must leave us. I immedi­
ately  said, “  There is one thing you must do, sir, 
or our visit will have been a failure ; you must 
show us the medium and yourself together.” 
H e reluctantly consented, and we all saw the 
form and the medium standing together, whereat 
there was much clapping of hands. This made 
a big sensation in the town and the Congregational 
Minister called on me and expressed his thanks 
for the evidence.”

I And have you seen matter transfused through 
m atter ? ” I asked.

“  Y es,” he replied, |  I could give you hundreds 
of very interesting cases, but m ust content m yself 
w ith  one, which will give a glimpse into the fourth 
dimension in space. In 1877, at the villagë of 
Ouston, in County Durham, I was invited to a 
Sunday afternoon circle, attended by about 
tw en ty  persons, m any being scientific men. The 
m edium  was Mr. P etty , of Newcastle, who had 
been honoured b y  being requested to give a 
séance w ith  the late Tsar of Russia. W e went 
expecting to  see materialisations. W e placed 
the m edium  in a chair between two bare walls, a 
curtain hiding him from our sight. The door was 
locked and the key was placed in the pocket of a 
sitter. W e sang tw o hymns, but no forms 
appeared. I asked permission to look behind 
the curtain, and, lo 1 the chair was em pty. After 
deliberating on w hat had become of the medium, 
the gentlem an who had the key, opened the door 
and we all descended the stairs and found the 
m edium  in the room below, stretched upon the 
hearthrug, neither his body nor his clothes being 
in the least injured. These facts were published 
in the Newcastle Daily Chronicle on the following 
T uesday. W e were told by the controls that 
they were chemists, apd that they were using a

higher knowledge of the laws of vibration. They 
stated that we were just in the A B G of f$tfrj| 
experiences, and that these were just the prelude 
to a greater knowledge, not yet guessed of on tin» 
earth plane.”

Have you a message you would like to pass on 
to the readers of the Inter national Psychic 
Gazette ?

“ Yes. Tell them that having witnessed count­
less manifestations truly indicating the near and 
heavenly horizons, I have found that the most 
essential condition to aim at is the knowledge of 
the relation of the soul to the Infinite, which 
means co-workmanship with the Divine. The 
purified desires, the controlled actions, all create 
a trust and peace in this Divine alliance. Having 
passed from death unto life, my affection for 
humanity is universal, and cannot even be limited 
by planetary space, seeing that in these forms of 
thought, good men and women are longing to be 
co-workers in such high interests. Remember 
Wordsworth’s lines—

“ Bands of invisible spirits break the string 
O f th at m ystic instrument, the soul,
And p la y  the prelude of our fa te .”

ife  «$> asb

ANOTHER EXPERIENCE ON THE 
ASTRAL PLANE.

(■Letter to the Editor.)
62, U pper Gloucester Place, N .W .

J u ly  17, 1916.
Dear Sir,— I never fail to read your splendid paper, 

the Psychic Gazette, and I am ve ry m uch interested in 
I Experiences on the Astral Plane.”  I should like to 
relate an experience of m y  own. Six m onths ago, I 
dream t I was on the battlefield in France, helping the 
R ed Cross people, and it  seemed as if I was the only 
woman there a t the tim e. I was givin g instructions to 
the men who were helping to g ive  First Aid, and putting  
the wounded into th e ambulances, sending them  as 
qu ickly as possible to the Field Hospital. One wounded 
man, an Englishm an, I remembered sayin g to me—  
I  Nurse, do take care or you w ill be wounded.” I made 
th e remark, “  D o n ’t  trouble about me ; God will take  
care of m e.”  I saw the am bulance go off w ith  the poor 
fellow, who was so anxious about me, and just as I  was 
stooping to dress a poor fellow ’s leg I was shot in the 
ankle, bu t felt no pain. A fter we had finished attending  
to all who needed it, I walked behind the am bulance on 
m y  w a y  to the hospital, encouraging those inside, and 
when inside th e hospital I thou ght— ” I am really foolish 
to go into hospital, as I am  alright.” A fter that, I woke 
up. I speak a little  French, bu t on the battlefield I 
spoke it  perfectly. H ow  can you  account for this ?—  
Yours truly, M IR IA M  A N D E R S O N .

*  %
LOVE’S RELEASE.

In the morning of roses,
The grass wet with dew,

All the birds will be singing 
When I come to greet you.

The sun just arisen,
Earth hardly awake,

When I stand by the casement,
My darling to take.

One soft little sigh,
Then a hush over all,

As your spirit speeds up 
In response to my call.

Thy work is now finished,
The plough stands at rest,

All heart-aches are over,
And God grants thee rest.

The great Father Time
With his reaping hook bowed,

Has swept one more soul 
Into Heaven’s vast cloud.

Devon. I  R. RICHARDS.
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Reincarnation, Justice and Free-will.
¡I By COLIN McALPIN.

N’TOW that the grim spectre of death stalks 
_ wantonly across the blood-sodden plains 

of Europe, a n y th in g  that bears on the 
subject of hum an d estin y , from whatever angle 
it be viewed, cannot fail to excite the curiosity 
of the thoughtful. It is n o t surprising, therefore, 
to find that current literature abounds with m atter 
pertinent to  the inquiry. Apart from fleeting 
references to the question , we have, for instance, 
in a later work of Maeterlinck’s, a somewhat 
crude and hazy concep tion  of m an’s survival 
after bodily death  ; and in a recent volume b y  
Mr. McTaggart, a  m ore specific treatm ent of 
" Human Im m ortality  and Pre-existence.” The 
latter work, m oreover, is  a trenchant discussion 
from the reincam ational point of view, and, 
from the very fact th a t it  is penned with power, 
has gone a long w ay  to rev ive interest in this 
debatable subject. N o apology, therefore, is 
needed for returning to the charge, and facing 
up once again this hoary relic of antiquity.

Since it is to  th e  B udd histic  doctrine of 
“ Karma,” w ith its  claim  to  absolute justice, 
that Theosophic psychogeny points, let us fasten  
our critical attention  on th a t alone. M y remarks 
will fall under the three follow ing h e a d in g s: 
(a) the pre-natal, and (b) post-natal, considerations ; 
with (c) a theological note, b y  w ay  of conclusion.'T1

(a) P r e - n a t a l .

Now we are to  picture to  ourselves such a 
condition of things as w ould obtain  at th e  m om ent 
immediately prior to  the re-incarnation of any  
given soul. And here w e have, on the one hand, 
a soul stocked w ith  potentia lities incurred during  
previous incarnations, and, on th e  other hand, a 
body endowed w ith  such inherent proclivities as are 
accordant with the nature of the incarnating soul. 
We posit here, w hat Mr. M cTaggart is pleased to  
call, 1 a kind of pre-established harm ony,” if 
absolute justice is to  be severely satisfied. It 
means that at no tim e is any re-incarnating soul 
at a loss to find (autom atically, albeit) a bodily  
envelope wherewith to  ensw athe itself, perfectly  
attuned to its own inherent tendencies. It means, 
further, that the m yriad, spiritual occupants of 
present bodies m ust here and now be busily  
engaged in so comporting them selves as that 
specifically-endowed bodies shall be prepared to  
meet, with exact equity, the incom ing tide of a 
future humanity. H ence mankind, as we now  
know it, represents— from this particular point of 
view—not so much a school for moral experience, 
as a vast factory for the m anufacture of fleshly  
garments unwittingly designed to  clothe w ith  
perfect fitness the nakedness of unborn souls.

It is not enough to say that each incarnating 
spirit merely seeks the body most, if not perfectly, 
suited to the peculiar constitution of its own 
being; for—mark this—we are out for absolute  
justice. The deeds we sow in one body are reaped 
in the next with unfailing nicety—so at least we 
are told. But what will eventuate when the 
majority of souls have outgrown their earthly  
desires, and risen superior to worldly attractions ? 
If such be exempt from further re-embodiment, 
surely we are faced with the following dilemma— 
the multiplication of bodies without an adequate 
supply of souls.

the fact is, we are reviewing a spiritual cos­

m ology perilously near an unrelieved m echanism , 
where a free agency is discounted, and personal 
sp on tan eity  is annulled. It has, in short, the  
vice of a m echanical ethic, it  is too m aterial, too  
m athem atical for the things of the spirit. Its 
justice savours too much of a balance of physical 
forces. It m akes no allow ance for, or personal 
appeal to , m an ’s d ivinest prerogative— his power 
to  co-operate w ith  God.

On the other hand, w hat we m ight call the  
dynam ic view  of moral justice partakes m ore of 
th e  nature of vitalism  than of m echanism . W hat­
ever we are and wherever we be, we grow by  
overcom ing obstacles, be th ey  internal and  
hereditary, or external and accidental. W e are not 
confined to  terrestrial experience ; m orality  is not 
of the body, it is in ourselves, though w e are in 
the body. M any a man of pious intent has turned  
even his evil tendencies to  good account. H eredi­
tary taints, moreover, only go to prove th at we  
are responsible mem bers one of another, and  
m erely, serve to show that no m an lives u n to  
him self alone. Further, the finest spirits of our 
race have glorified in suffering for others, w hich  
suffering, for that very reason, th ey  have in no  
wise m erited but have heroically endured. N o  
m an’s cross of d isability is a necessary price 
paid for past s in s ; vicarious sacrifice is rather 
the occasion for showing forth the life that is 
divine. W e entirely fail to  discover the slightest 
connection betw een bodily deform ity and  
delinquencies, done in either a past or present 
state  of existence. H ence, not on ly  as a theory, 
but as a moral principle, re-incam ation f a i l s ; 
for in its operative aspect, it is neither educative  
flor remedial. In short, it raises more difficulties 
than it solves.

W e still believe in an inviolable causality  in 
the moral realm, as inerrant as in th a t of the  
physical, the only  difference being in their  
respective m odes of operation. If goodness secured  
im m ediate and visible reward, and evil obviously  
proved not to pay, m orality would partake too  
much of th e  nature of a spiritual “ deal.” On 
the other hand, the best of virtue arises out of 
the faith  and trust we put in goodness for its  
own sake, as apart, and distinct, from prudential 
and calculated  consequences. The highest hum an  
does not clam our so m uch for w hat we are pleased  
to call justice, as seek to  m itigate the miseries of 
others.

(b) P o s t - n a t a l .

It is obvious th at all incarnated souls differ 
in their m ental and moral endowm ent, and it is 
argued that, apart from the theory of re-incam a­
tion, th is is nothing more nor less than gross 
injustice. N ow let it at once be stated  that it is 
not the brain, w ith  its inherited tendencies, but 
the self or personality behind the brain that 
morally m a tter s; not the propensities of our 
human nature, but the private agency of the  
active will in and am ong these self-sam e pro­
pensities. The kind of body a man comes by is 
no more to his credit or discredit than is  the 
incidence of disease, sword or famine, which visit 
the Just and unjust alike. In short, moral 
characteristics, parentally inherited, m ay be 
regarded, from the moral responsibility point of 
view, purely as circumstances which give the  
soul its spiritual opportunity. E very one has
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something to fighl against; and it is not the 
u soiuotliiug.5' hut the " fighting ” that avails 
in the councils of heaven.

It is asserted that what we suffer here is but 
the result of moral defection in some previous 
incarnation. But is this really so ? Take a 
simple case as illustration : say, an armed l urk 
who tortures an unarmed Armenian. Does this 
eventuate because the latter was perhaps of the 
Turkish persuasion in a previous life, and the 
former nothing more than some involuntary tool 
in the hands of an avenging Fate ? And what 
about the animal creation ? Are the hunted 
stag and hounded hare suffering for a sinful past ? 
And have they free-will and a moral sense whereby 
they can lay claim to a higher incarnation in 
the future ? In fine, where you have freedom of 
action and liberty of will, you cannot have an 
adequate “ justice ” meted out, on the external 
plane, with perfect precision. It would appear 
that the divine values are not always in accord 
with those of man. In short, a severely moral 
consciousness seems to rate free-will and ethical 
responsibility higher than any untoward incidence 
of inimical fate.

(c) C o n c l u s i o n  : A T h e o l o g i c a l  N o t e .

A final word on the theoretical teaching of 
orthodox theology, as it bears on this subject of 
"-karma.” Here we alight on the inadequacy 
of the “ final judgment ” conception, for if at 
any given moment in time a “ final |  judgment 
be delivered, it must obviously accord with a 
1 final ” justice. And all we can say is that, at 
no moment in time, at no hour of crisis, could all 
souls, incarnate or discamate, be said to have 
had such equal chances as would warrant the 
deliverance of so dramatic a judgment.

We cannot at any time classify humanity in 
dual fashion as damned or blessed. There is good 
in the worst of us, and bad in the best of us. No ! 
the spiritualistic conception is both nobler and 
truer to the facts of the spirit. It meets both 
the claims of religion and science, of law and love. 
For judgment is never ending; it proceeds 
eternally, effect following closely on the heels 
of cause with inevitable inerrancy and perpetual 
regularity. And God can w ait: He can well 
abide His time. For in His sight a thousand 
years are as but a day. Moreover, He may 
brook delay, but defeat—never. All souls are 
His, and these He will surely claim in His own 
good time.

There are still some crabbed theologians who 
resent the findings of an exact, spiritual science; 
some, it would seem, who view with sour dis­
appointment the proof of human survival made 
valid through psychical investigation ; and this 
despite the fact that it is powerful to bring 
light and consolation to the grieving multitudes 
who have suffered loss and separation in these 
present times of diabolical carnage. And is 
this because they regard it as endangering their 
monopoly of sacred wisdom ? or do they fear 
it as weakening their authority in matters 
spiritual ? Some, it would seem, would rather 
this question of personal immortality were left 
in doubt, instinctively feeling that the power of 
priestcraft lies in the ignorance of the laity. 
Obscurantism lingers, and is still lively in certain 
strongholds of reactionary thinking; but truth is 
strong, and must prevail. We must beware, 
however, of substituting the ipse dixit of 
Theosopliic speculation for the unverified and 
ill-considered pronouncement of the professional 
priest.

T H E  M O N K .
It was a convent under a hill,

Far away in the west ;
Where holy men the brown earth till 

From dawn to the hour of rest.
They speak no word, but labour there 
In silence, till the hour of prayer.
I stood within the chapel small,

Without the fretted screen,
And watched the cowl£d figures tall,

With faces pale and clean 
File in and take their places there 
In silence for the hour of prayer.
I marked them, musing, when there came 

One in his early prime,
Who held his head up like a king 

Who comes of noble line,
And then he too took his place there 
In silence for the hour of prayer.
And while they chanted I could see 

His pure triumphant face ; •
To me it almost seemed that he 

Was of a different race.
Then, as they worshipped kneeling there,
I saw the spirit of each prayer.
One soaring went like roseate light 

From heart o’ercharged with love,
Another held by sorrow’s night 

Forgot to look above.
I saw each soul while kneeling there 
In silence for the hour of prayer.
And when I sought the light to see 

Round that triumphant face,
I marvelled, for there—facing me,

His stall—an empty space !
But still the monks were kneeling there,
All silent, each one wrapped in prayer, j
So when the hour of prayer was o’er,

I paused a little space 
To ask the old monk at the door 

Of that triumphant face.
He smiled. “ Our brother who sat there 
Died last year at the hour of prayer.’’

E. L. L.

|  Y o u  don ’t  know  w h at plague has fallen upon the 
practitioners of th eolo gy ? i w ill tell you, then. It is 
Spiritualism . W hile some are crying ou t against it as 
a delusion of th e devil, and some are laughing a t it  as an 
hysteric folly, and some are gettin g an gry w ith  it  as a 
mere trick  of interested or m ischievous persons. Spiritual­
ism is q u ietly underm ining th e traditional ideas of the 
future state  w hich h a ve  been and are still accepted,—  
not m erely in those who believe in it, b u t in the general 
sentim ent of the com m unity, to a  larger e xten t than most 
good people seem  to be aware of. I t  needn’t  be true to 
do this a n y  more than hom oeopathy need to do its work. 
The Spiritualists h a ve some p retty  strong instincts to 
p ry over, w hich no dou bt h a ve  been roughly handled by  
theologians a t  different tim es. A n d the Nemesis of the 
pulpit comes, in a shape it little  th ou gh t of, beginning 
with the snap of a toe-joint, and ending w ith such a crack 
of old beliefs, that the roar of it is heard in all the 
m inisters’ studies in Christendom. Sir, you cannot have 
people of cultivation , of pure character, sensible enough 
in com m on things, large-hearted women, grave judges, 
shrewd business men, men of science, professing to be in 
communication with the spiritual world and keeping up 
constant intercourse w ith  it, without its gradually reacting 
on th e whole conception of that other life. I t  is the folly 
of th e  world constantly w hich confounds its wisdom.'
O. W e n d e l l  Holmes in “ T h e  Professor at the Breakfast 
Table.“
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T h e  Story o f  Parsifal.
A M E D I T A T I O N  O N  S P I R I T U A L  P R O G R E S S . 

B P  By W. J. CO LV ILLE .

{Continued from July Number.)

\ T this point in the story we find Parsifal put 
j \  to a severe test of endurance, for Gurnemanz

treats him with harsh severity when the 
youth replies in the negative to the question of 
this stem Guardian of the Threshold whether he 
understood the mystical significance of the un­
covering of th e . Grail which he had witnessed. 
But though called "  a fool ”  and told to go his 
way until he acquired more wisdom, Parsifal 
was not to be discouraged, for he possessed the 
indomitable spirit of the true spiritual hero, who 
never permits himself to be dissuaded from 
pressing toward his goal by any backsets or 
difficulties which may be encountered on the road.

When Kundry appears to tempt Parsifal in the 
guise of a messenger from heaven, when she is 
properly entitled to the uncanny name “ Rose of 
Hades,” this extraordinarily susceptible hypnotic 
subject is completely under the sway of Klingsor. 
This strange “ Witch Woman,”  as she is called in 
some versions of the opera or play, is a profoundly 
suggestive psychological study, for at one time 
she is under the benign influence of benevolent 
prompters, who urge her to gather balsamic herbs 
and do her utmost to relieve the sufferings of 
Amfortas, and generally render service to the 
Knights, while at other seasons she is the perfect 
dupe and emissary of the Black Magician, and his 
most powerful helper on the side of all un­
righteousness.

Whenever Klingsor summons her to aid him in 
some fresh work of mischief she at first objects, 
but ultimately yields. This succumbing to a 
malign influence unwillingly, proves an undeve­
loped character, neither confirmed in good or evil. 
We meet with many such among hyper-sensitive 
persons who are swayable by whatever influence is 
most powerfully brought to bear upon them at the 
time. They are neither positively virtuous nor 
vicious, but simply weak, and in consequence of 
irresoluteness of disposition, which is simply lack 
of definite individual character, their condition is 
pitiable in the extreme. Such a victim is to be 
finally liberated by the conquering spiritual hero 
after he has won his spurs. Klingsor, though a 
veritable prince of black magicians, knows the law 
so well that he truthfully assures Kundry that she 
will be finally delivered from all dark spells, after 
she has met a knight who will spurn her at the 
very time when she appears most enchanting and 
is fully under Klingsor's own dominion.

When Marie Corelli in her very powerful novel 
I The Sorrows of Satan ” reminds her readers of 
an old legend which declares that man must redeem 
Satan by resisting all his artifices, and that Satan 
must go on tempting humanity until humanity 
has conquered every tendency to succumb to 
temptation, we find an allusion to the mighty 
esoteric truth which runs through all the Parsifal 
legends, which though varying in detail are all 
essentially one in spirit and in fundamental 
doctrine ; for they are all heroic stories throwing 
bright ligh t on the way of initiation into the greatest 
of the Mysteries.

K lingsor displays exactly the disposition of 
M ilton 's Satan described in | Paradise Lost,” 
where w e are informed that the fall of Lucifer

(Satan is Lucifer inverted) is occasioned by the 
temper which can be perfectly expressed in the 
memorable words of the rebellious archangel—

I would rather rule in hell than serve in heaven.”
There is no escape from the law of cause and 

effect anywhere in the universe. Forfeiture of 
celestial blessedness is the penalty that even the 
brightest or highest of the celestial hierarchs 
would have to pay for opposition to divine order. 
There is no possible heaven apart from loving, 
willing obedience to universal law, and whosoever 
rebels against this order will find that while the 
ways of Wisdom are paths of happiness and peace, 
the road of the transgressors is ever beset with 
strife and sorrow.

The greatest of all the lessons taught in the story 
of Parsifal is the certain ultimate triumph of 
righteousness over all iniquity, but only when 
righteousness appears in hero's raiment. No mere 
absence of positive vice is worthy the name of 
virtue. Amfortas was by no means a viciously 
disposed man, but he was not spiritually heroic. 
” The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and 
the violent take it by force,”  is one of those deep 
mystical sayings in the New Testament which to 
many minds appears a very hard saying, and to 
some commentators it seems not only to sanction 
but positively to counsel warfare, even of a carnal 
variety. Its inner meaning agrees with the 
famous apostolic declaration, “ The weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal but spiritual; and 
mighty to the overthrow of the strongholds of 
iniquity.”

The mystery of the two swords in the gospel 
narrative, and the allusion in the Epistles to a 
two-edged sword (an equivalent expression) can 
be understood mystically and practically to refer 
to the union of goodwill with right understanding ; 
therefore when the impetuous Peter takes out a 
carnal weapon and cuts off the ear of a Roman 
soldier with a literal blade, he is rebuked by the 
Master, who commands him to sheathe that 
bloody weapon, for they who brandish a literal 
sword will perish by means of it eventually.

It would be hardly possible to pourtray the 
encounter of Parsifal with Klingsor on the stage, 
or in moving pictures, without introducing the 
semblance of material warfare, unless some 
fashioner of scenery and designer of subtle effects 
should introduce an almost ethereal sword in the 
hands of Parsifal, while Klingsor might appro­
priately brandish a material weapon. Such a 
treatment of the scheme would be unusually 
impressive, and now that psychic effects are often 
called for on the stage, whoever thus pourtrays the 
thrilling scene will prove himself a stage manager 
of unusual skill, certain to win deserved success 
and real celebrity. Klingsor seems to have known 
and feared Parsifal before the knights knew that 
the youthful stranger was indeed their prophesied 
deliverer, and because he was so sure that Parsifal 
was destined to be his most forcible opponent he 
directed every possible agency at his command 
against him.

In one version Parsifal is represented as journey­
ing towards Monsalvat, when Klingsor and Kundiy 
meet him on the road, and he not being fully
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certain of Ms wayr asks tl •• (ravTINMH tr) direct
him. \* 1 s. V that starje in his career h£ W3Ä fHviolently
not qni certain <>f his path. and becati of that
uncerta intv it was possir||{* for hiim f<> be mis-
directo* Mistakiing these I wyyi e x «dlent-ajipearing
persons » for wise directem  iand Íellow li•avellers
toward Mionsalvat , he pcimit:s hinnself toi he led
l>v the■m and willingly accrompemíes tlItem to
Klingsot ’s stronghold, which at fitst he rMistakes
for a Grai1 sane tu;ary.

Soon ho'«rever, he perecí \res signs of n©cramantic
arts, and when Klingsor cani no long©r inveigle
him into 1jeheving that heî is in a holy Place, lie
directs his> most ]powerful artilleny against him,
assailinjcr him dearterouslly throiigh Kunary s
agency in the venr manner which had 1cd1 to the
ign om in iou s  wounding of Am fort as. K lin gso r  
being in possession of the Sacred Spear, resolves 
to use that sacred weapon against Parsifal, but 
after a fierce en cou n ter Parsifal rescues it from 

. Klingsor’s clutch, and then comes the trem endous 
fall of the Palace of Necromancy and the flight 
and disappearance of Klingsor, Having won back 
the precióos re lic , Parsifal is immediately in a 
position to take the sovereign place as Head of 
the Knights, but before he ascends the throne, 
uncovers the sacred vessel and secures his final 
attestation— the descent of the Dove, and the 
appearance of celestial fire within the chalice, 
he has p ro v e d  himself able to heal the wound of 
Amfortas and to rescue Kundry from the evil 
spells which have so sorely afflicted her.

T h e  fasc in a tin g  story as it unwinds its mystic 
course in trodu ces  in rapid succession scene after 
scene displaying the deepest insight in to  th e  means 
wherebv a novice grows into a fully developed 
initiate, and finally becomes a  reigning hierophant. 

Every temptation conceivable must be met and 
conquered. There is no easy road or perpetually 
flower-strewn pathway, though the road that must 
be travelled is by no means entirely a way of 
suffering, in anv other sense than that of endurance. 
“  Faint heart never wins fair lady ”  is a knightly 
motto, even more applicable in a sp ir itu a l th an  in 
a  worldly sense. In th e  p r im it iv e  Christian  
C hurch , as th e  E p is t le  o f  Jam es u n m istakab ly  
revea ls , th e  h ero ic  v ie w  of m eetin g  an d  m asterin g  
te m p ta t io n  w as g en e ra lly  accep ted , b u t with the 
in tro d u c tio n  of the Constantian abuses, which 
marked the deterioration of a once heroic faith, 
all manner of excuses were made for substituting 
belief for faith, and observance of needless cere­
monies for actual spiritual endurances.

When the opera “  Parsifal "  was first introduced 
into New York it met with determined opposition 
from some sections of the clergy, while others 
endorsed it heartily, commending it as elevating 
in the extreme. In England it received warm 
praise from Rev. Reginald Haweis, author of 
"  Music and Morals,”  and from other clergymen 
of the Established Church whose views were in 
many ways nnusuaL At present we think we can 
fairly say that, with very few exceptions, the 
pulpit on both sides of the Atlantic regards this 
great drama as a spiritualty-inspiring masterpiece, 
bringing more lustre to the name of Richard 
Wagner than any other of his many noble operas. 
Parsifal may not be understood esoterically by 
the fashionable throngs who fill the boxes and stalls 
of the finest of the world's opera houses, whenever 
and wherever it is presented, bat whatever im­
pression it may or may not make upon fashionable 
pleasure-seekers, it has unmistakably taken firm 
hold upon the susceptibilities of the numerous 
masses who frequent picture shows, and pay but

a few pennies for admission to a moving picton*
palace,

AH over I lie world fo~diiy ' Parsifal " is popular 
witli all classes in all communities, whether in its 
stately magnificence as a regal opera or in its 
plainer dress as a play, or in its cheapest attire 
as a set of films.

Whether enriched by magnificent music and 
superb stage settings, or presented in the cheapest 
manner possible, it carries its messages and makes 
its unconquerable appeal to the highest sentiments 
of human nature.

It is a wondrous story showing the evolution of 
a glorious spiritual aristocracy from a democratic 
background, Parsifal is no hereditary ruler, no 
son of a reigning house, but a lad of whose ante­
cedents we are able to learn but very little. Am­
fortas is the reigning prince, the heir-apparent to 
the sacred throne, but he proves weak and must 
abdicate in favour of a more competent successor. 
Leadership there must be, but only the headship 
of the most completely competent can be acknow­
ledged in the coming age. The Holy Mysteries 
can never be adequately celebrated with joy to the 
celebrant and high blessing to the participants 
unless the liierophantic administrator is a spiritual 
hero, one who lias won his place not by accident 
of birth or popular acclaim, but solely by virtue of 
interior qualification, in the deepest and largest 
sense, “ Parsifal ” may be regarded as a portrayal 
of every human soul; for eventually all will 
surely conquer, though there are many now who 
appear to mortal vision to be irrevocably swamped 
in the meshes of carnality.

Parsifal is the head of a holy first-fruits, whose 
mission it is to gather in a multitude innumerable. 
No one can testify clearly and acceptably to his 
own sanctity except by conferring blessings upon 
less exalted brethren. It is easy enough to make 
pretentious claims, and often to induce credulous 
persons to endorse them, but the supreme test is 
in the good actually accomplished.

To heal is one of the imperative tests of a 
qualified hierophant, but recovery from physical 
infirmity is not the highest bliss. Elevation of 
character, release from the clutches of vice, and 
growth in all that partakes of the nature of moral 
elevation and spiritual enlightenment, must as­
suredly enter into the work of healing, which means 
n oth in g  less than making whole.

The story of the conquering knight, when read 
in the light of universal human experience, is a 
long mighty sermon preached from the magnificent 
Apocalyptic text, “ He that overcometh will 
inherit all things.”  Overcome little and inherit 
little ; overcome more and inherit more; over­
come all and inherit all. Such is the doctrine of 
the Mystic Church of the Holy Grail throughout 
all centuries and in all lands universally.

Ifc 15b Ifc 
I  , “ W A Y S I D E . ”

Little did the sower think 
W hat was meant tor me 1 
Doom ed me to a place more lone.
T h an  the farthest northern zone 
Oh ! it is a place for stones,
It likes me not I see !
Yet I peeped my head above.
Searched for someone who could love.
Tiny hand took hold of me.
Peeped into my face, to see 
Whether love had lost—just me !
Found, 1 murmured—I  Love is free!

D. H. BOWER
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Personal Reminiscences 
o f Thomas Lake Harris.-—V I.

By A R T H U R

IT is really incredible the extraordinary sub­
mission to himself personally which Harris 
required and obtained from those who 

formed his circle, which he designated “ The 
■ se.

The idea of the Use was that of purpose : 
he had called his followers together to receive 
organically what he felt he had to impart, and by 
living this out in their lives individually, and 
together as a social organisation in the world, to 
communicate this to the rest of humanity, more 
by contagion than by teaching. It was no 
question of vows, creed or beliefs, but an object 
that was to be attained— the development of 
the divine Breath and the Counterpartal Nature, 
which was to regenerate humanity, and to change 
the basis of all human relations to a new divine 
socialism.

The ones who joined the Use were mostly those 
individuals, who after contact with Harris, 
personally or through his writings, identified their 
own psychic or religious experiences with the 
Breath, or a consciousness of the presence of their 
counterpart.

I remember one joyously declaring that he 
had felt his counterpart in the night, and then 
afterwards sadly discovering that he had only 
overeaten of newly baked brown bread !

It is wonderful how important a part sugges­
tion plays in these experiences, and Harris was 
certainly the most impressive and magnetic 
personality I have ever known—just the kind of 
man to most strongly impress the subjective 
mind. Naturally, those who joined the Use 
would be persons who were the most sensitive 
to his suggestions, and therefore found in their 
own feelings the confirmation of what he would 
tell them. They were not of the hard intellectual 
class, but those who possessed more of the heart 
than the head ; they were aspirants, feeling their 
way to find, if possible, the Kingdom of Heaven 
coming to the Earth.

When such an absolute leader gains a following 
of this nature we get a most wonderful exhibition 
of childishness. The members love to think, 
from the words of Christ, that the Kingdom of 
Heaven is a kingdom of children, and to regard 
their leader̂ as their father, who treats them just 
as children in his nursery.

We always spoke of Harris as “ Father ” or 
called him | Papa Faithful," and he gave us fairy 
names, which were usually intended to convey 
some moral admonition or direction in fife. For 
instance, a rash man was named Prudent; one 
with a frivolous manner was Ernest; a restless 
one was Quiescent, and Woodbine was neither 
inclined by nature to creep not to cling. When 
I was bom they thought they had the seed of 
something wonderful and called me Seedcom, or 
I Comie I for short— I was rather seedy at that 
time, but they were good enough not to name me 
so! I remember Grace as a rather angular 
bluestockingish maiden lady from Boston.

Not only had we " fairy names," but were told 
many fairy stories, all with purpose and morals 
of course and aiming to keep the members as 
bright and happy as possible, for the fairies 
objected to melancholy. The whole of fairyland 
was said to be interested in us, and the armies

C U T H B E R T .
of fairyland were fighting for us. Harris also 
poured out fairy rhymes and poems for our dis­
traction and guidance !

It was in Duchess Co., N.Y., on the hills east 
of the Hudson River, that Harris started the Use 
in 1861. The fairies were “ dear Little Brothers ” 
who could not pronounce an R. They playfully 
called Harris “ Mr. Yabbit," and each who joined 
the Use a " new Little Yabbit." They said :—

“  H e  was a cunning Y ab b it,
And to  keep  his babes from  hjjrm  

H e  journeyed in th e wilderness,
An d  sought a m ountain fa rm ."

They were always saying that my ears were long ; 
I suppose it was this rabbit suggestion that was 
the cause ! When Harris spoke in a tiny squeaky 
voice it was claimed to be the fairies speaking 
through him, and in this way their rhymes and 
poems were given.

A  fairy said:—
“  I f  thou w ou ld ’st be an A n ge l wise.

F orge t thyself, and seek to  be 
A  fa iry  soul o f in fan t size,

In  m eek h u m ility .”
Here is a powerful purifier from lusts, male 

and female, which they gave for constant vocal 
use by the members :—

“  Cats yun aw ay  ! Cats yun aw ay  !
H is lit t le  w ife , th e W ill, w ill say ;
Cats yun aw ay  ! L o v e , hear w hat I  say !
Turn out th e  b illygoats ; cats yun a w a y  !
Cats yun aw ay  ! Cats yun aw ay  !
Turn out the b illygoa ts  ; Cats yun aw ay  ! ”

The great fight of the fairies was to purge the 
members of the Use from the evil magnetisms 
of the world. Here are two stanzas of a hymn
for the purpose: —

“  I f  y o u  w ill help  the Golden Cause,
W ith  Fairies w ise, w ith  Fairies w ire,

D raw  Order through you b y  its laws : 
Dem agnetise, dem agnetise !

“  I f  you  would build the Social Tow n,
W ith  Fa iries wise, w ith  Fairies wise,

T read  the M agnetic Serpent down :
Dem agnetise, dem agnetise ! ”

According to Harris the world had no true 
knowledge of Fairies before he, with his " aromal 
vision ” and as their mouthpiece, had given it. 
They are the minutest of the minute, impeccable 
Innocences all in human form, with all human 
characters and more, being less limited than we 
are. They are eternal, indestructible life elements.

Writing in the “ Arcana of Christianity,” he 
says:—

"  Such o f these germ s o f th e human race as are not 
received  in to  th e auras, and procreated  in to natural 
human form s, do not becom e extin ct, nor do th ey  ever 
sink in to  the hells. T h ey  are in all respects, save  in the 
a b ility  to  becom e men and wom en, and to  d eve lop  an 
angelic selfhood, like the human fam ily . These are in 
th eir form  celestial-human, their varieties  are num ber­
less, th eir beauty exqu isite, and their a ffections im ­
m orta lly  in fan tile . T h e ir  existence is passed in the 
atm osphere o f the H eavens in a perpetual de ligh t. T h e y  
are called ‘ ‘ seed ." T h ey  indulge in the m ost tender 
caresses one wdth the other, and are closely a llied  in 
genus w ith  the fecundating princip le in plants, being 
frequ en tly  seen rising in th e H eaven s  from  th e  blossoms 
ove r  which they  preside. . . .

“  T h ey  have a terrestria l life  resem bling th at o f the 
human race, and undergo corresponding transform ations, 
though in a perpetual littleness and innocence o f form , 
fh e  literatures o f the nations o f the earth  are cop iously 
enriched and illum ined w ith  the vibrations and adum bra­
tions o f this truth.

“  U p o n  o u r  E a r t h  these in fan tile  k ingdom s s till ex ist. 
A ll s u c h  p la n t s  a s  t y p i f y  the celestia l a ffections are their
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sensitive to  m oral good and ev il that th ey  Hy the presence 
ot most o f the inhabitants o f the w orld . F rom  localities 
contam inated  hv human s e lf- lo w  th ey  are gone. . ■ • 

W ere  the ea r th ’s inhabitants restored to d iv in e  
on le r  th ev  would fill the atm ospheres, and robe the 
landscape w ith  a tender angelic grace. T h ey  on ly  in ­
habit the bosoms o f the pure in heart. There is a m ellow  
lo ve  song in every  bosom where th ey  dw ell. T h ey  
generate their ow n kind w ith  an endless fecundity, but 
under conditions o f in fan tile  pu rity . There are fam ilies 
o f them  in a single rose, and th ey  pass from  one to  another 
h ived  w ith in  th e arom al sphere.

"  Som etim es th ey  are seen rising in a purple m ist from  
banks o f v io le ts  on a summer eve , a ll enveloped in a sea 
o f  perfum e, in  which th ey  sport. T h e ir  arom al form s 
are fina lly  exhaled aw ay  w ith  a breath o f sweet music, 
a fte r  w h ich  th ey  liv e  anew  in the second life, when th ey  
are seen gathered  togeth er both  in the N atural, Spiritual 
and Celestial H eaven s .”

The Wood Lays (1859).
** The w isdom  o f the golden times,

W hen  E arth  th e child was young,
F low s round m y  heart in p lay fu l rhymes,

T h a t h eaven ly  m aids have sung ;

“  An d  I  w ill w eave  a poem  rare 
As music th a t is fed,

W h ere  kisses laugh in to  the air 
F rom  lovers n ew ly  w ed .”

*  *  *

‘ ‘  E re  a seed can liv e  and grow  
V e iled  in du sty  earth  below ,
G lid in g  th rough its  atm osphere 
F a iry  Ange ls  h over near.

“  .In the g e rm  its own bright fay 
W akens a t th e  word I hey nay 
G row ing w ith a s till delight,
Fed  from H eaven  by day  and night 
N o t  a p lan t on earth  is born 
B ut is robe by  fa iry  worn.
T have found your hallowed grot,
W h a t is N a tu re  ? it  is all 
A r t  W orld  o f  the fa iry  sm a ll.”

The Divine Child (1887).
”  Me who the fa iry  w orld  unfolds 

In fa iry lan d  his lord beholds.
L o rd  Jesus was a fa iry  Child
In  form  o f ligh t from  H eaven  le t down ;
B efo re  to  ea rth ly  s igh t H e  sm iled,
A n d  tau gh t the w orld  from  D av id 's 'tow n .

“ I f  you  should m eet the Christ-Child now 
T  nough choirs o f Ange ls  round H im  stand ;
T h e  fa ir y  crow n  begem s his brow 
An d  H e  is K in g  in  F a iry lan d .

" * A l l  size is re la t iv e , ’ he said—
T h e A n ge l o f  the fa r  degree :
* T h e  Christ-Child graced a fa iry  bed :
W ith  fa iry  g ifts  w e ll pleased was H e .’

“  * S ta te ly  Angels, fa ir  and ta ll,
In  the fields o f Parad ise 
Seem  as fa iry  peop le  small,
Seen as b y  th e  inner s ize .’ ”

Now we are informed, according to Harris, of 
the true reality, never told before, about the 
Fairies ! Of this the reader will have gathered 
the main part. I have more yet to tell about the 
Use.

More about Fairies.
M R. TOM CHARMAN is again wandering in 

his beloved woods at No Man’s Land. 
Notwithstanding the name, that is a real 

place, far from the haunts of men, near Lyndhurst, 
Hants. That is perhaps why fairies and other
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M ore O ld W orld Spirits, as seen ar.d drawn by 
Tom Charm&n.

i n - ]  i n  in Ici i^s lc\e its s . e q u e s l e r t d  paths. 
In sendingTHis this picture Mr. Charman says—  
“ Do not call this ‘ a vision,’ for that would

suggest something too visionary. These are 
actual people who came to me for the readers 
of the Psychic Gazette. They were most anxious 
to be drawn, and pulled my hair as I was 
busy painting them ! ” We feel quite sure Mr. 
Charman may tell his woodland friends that our 
readers are pleased to thus make their acquaint­
ance, and that the very kindliest thoughts and 
feelings are entertained concerning them.

F A I R I E S .
The first of May is Fairies’ Day ;

All trusted, tried, and true,
They lightly pass along the grass,

Scattering drops of dew.
These tiny spheres are Fairies’ tears—  

Which only joy can bring ;
If scattered wide on every side,

Give joy to everything.
A  Fairy breeze flits through the trees, 

Awakening with a kiss,
Each leafy head, which turns in bed,

And whispers, What is this ?
From out the blue, in golden hue,

A  Fairy sunbeam dips ;
With welcome sweet, and joy to greet 

The daisy’s ruby lips.
Then o’er the stream, a fitful gleam 

In fairy fantasy
Delights to dwell; while in the dell,

The bee makes melody.
High in the firs the blackbird stirs ,*

So joyously he trills ;
The Fairy’s song, is borne along,

O ’er woodland, glade and hills.
The day begun, the joy-song sung—

By bird and flower and bee—
Shall echo far, till one bright star,

Peeps out at night to see.
Edinburgh. MARGARET N1C0LS0N,
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Vrc Germans Cannibals ?— A 
Confirmed.

ran ne
o Dream

(Letter to the Editor.)
July 19, 1916.

Sir ,—As a reader o f  th e  Psychic Gazette, I  have 
boon much in teres ted  in  th e  subject of dreams. 
All sound m inds m u st admit that many dreams 
am due to o v e r ta x e d  n erves , or other bodily ills. 
Occasionally a d ream  comes as a warning, or 
guidance ; or som e fu tu re  e v e n t is given in minute 
detail. Such has been  m y  experience, but never 
before have I seen on e o f  my dreams given— or 
explained shall I sa y— in  John Bull. The dream 
came to m e on th e  m o rn in g  o f  May 12, was related 
to m y husband, an d  n otes  made of same, such 
an impression d id  i t  lea ve .

I dreamed some one came to me, a young lady 
in pale grey drapery; we floated through space, 
and for a few seconds all seemed dark. Then 
all was brilliant as a sunny spring morning. My 
companion was still with me. We entered a 
street, walked, and stopped where a large square 
wooden-looking lid was almost flat to the ground. 
A  large motor-van came quickly, backed near the 
lid, which opened outwards from the middle, 
revealing what looked like a lift or drop to some 
underground place. Men opened the van and 
drew out hm nan forms, nude, bound with cord in 
bundles of six, three broad, two deep. They were 
roughly hauled down the hole by men, bundle 
after bundle of them. All was done in the greatest 
haste. A l l  the parts of muscular flesh had been 
hewn off. It was a ghastly sight, yet we watched 
in silence t il l  I  a§ked my companion, I  What can 
it mean ? 1

She then spoke, sa y in g — 1 T h e  bod ies  a re  th ose  
of men k illed  in  b a tt le . T h e  G erm an s a re  m ak in g  
the flesh in to  sausages, rissoles, an d  o th e r  th ings 
for the m en fig h t in g  in  th e  tren ch es .”

A  feeling o f  g rea t repu ls ion  o ve rca m e  m e. I  sa id  
so, and m y  com pan ion  ex p la in ed  th a t th e  eaters 
of it d id  n o t know . G ra d u a lly  a ll seem ed  to  fad e  
away, and I  aw oke.

For m y  ow n  p a r t  I  d ec lin e  to  b e lie v e  w h a t 
Erick Hansen, P h .D . (J en a ), te lls  in  John Bull, 
but what I  do w a n t ex p la in ed  is, b y  w h a t m eans 
was the th ou gh t so p la ced  in  tw o  m inds so fa r  
apart ? Perhaps J. A r th u r  H i l l  o r  som e o th er 
reader m ay  b e  ab le  to  e x p la in  th is.— I  am , &c.,

AN INQUIRER.
And now  com es w h a t appears to  be  co rrob o ra tion  

of this dream  v is ion .

John Bull, Ju ly  15, s a y s :—
"  Ca n n ib a l is m .— R eaders w ith  squeam ish stom achs 

should pass th is paragraph , les t i t  tu rn  them . I t  rests 
upon the authority o f  E r ick  Hansen, P h .D . (Jena), who 
states it to be ‘ w e ll know n to  th e  trusted  s ta ff | in charge 
of the provisioning depots  o f  th e  G erm an arm ies, th a t 
municipalities and hospita ls in  G erm an y are using bodies 
of human beings ' as form s o f nourishm ent,’ to  be con­
sumed ‘ as sausages and rissoles.' W e  h a ve  heard th a t 
the Hun did not bury th e  dead  ; th a t he co llected  corpses 
and burned them in  bundles. Dr. H ansen  says these 
bodies, of friend and o f  foe, are so co llected  j to  p rov id e  
nitrogenous food fo r  the troops,' and ‘ b y  som e trusted 
staff are served as rissoles, sausages, or as m eat for soup 
and stew.’ The Huns c la im  th ere  is n o th in g  ‘ inhum an 
or sacrilegious ’ in this ; th ey  are j a race o f superm en 
freed from such superstitious n o tion s.’ So th ey  hold 
themselves justified in ea tin g  hum an flesh ; th ere  is on ly  
a little awkwardness when food -po ison in g  occurs ‘ th rough 
consumption of bodies of m en k illed  b y  gas or fum es o f 
high explosives.’ We could n o t c red it th e  ta le  i f  to ld  
of any other nation."

John Bull, July 22, siays :—
"  Can NIBAlism .— Perltaps we were in error when wetreated with some rescrvc the; story that* n»rtain trustedmembers of the German Staff have been rxreparing hum;•inflesh foi■ consumption. For c;annibalism, it seeras, is inthe mood of the nation. Our authority for the statement

is not e1/en a. ' neutral ’ ; it is a German, a Pru!*sian, who
says this thiing. Their own famous his Wilhellm
Pierson, published a book in Berlin, in the >rear 18c>8.
Its title is ' Preussische Geschichte,’ and: it ret:ords tha t

E ven  in the m iddle o f the seventeenth  century the 
Germ ans were u ndoubted ly  cannibals, and in Silesia a lone 
on one occasion 500 men were k illed  and ea ten .’ T h e  
record is to  be found in volum e one o f H err  P ierson ’s 
book, page 132. So, if  the s to ry  to ld  by  us is true, it  is 
m ere ly  a reversion  to  ty p e .”

*52 *$> *5b

“ A G N E S ’ — A  D O M E S T IC  L A Y .

Agnes had plied her needle all the day,
And now, at night, her work beside her lay 
Unfinished ; by the small lamp’s feeble gleam 
She could no longer sew at hem and seam,
But sat there, lost in thought, as in a dream.

It took her back to where, in sunny hours,
A  country child, she played among the flowers,
And roamed the fields, and climbed the tree-capped

hill,
And sought the source of the clear-running rill—
Is it a dream ? or is she school-girl still ?

She sees her mother smiling—mother dead ;
The flickering flame falls on poor Agnes’ head :
Life’s storm has beat upon her, strong and wild :
She is an old worn woman—not a child ;
Yes, there her mother stands—and Agnes smiled.

A voice, her mother’s, whispers very near,
“  Agnes, my love, ’tis I—oh ! do not fear,
Ended for ever is this want, this pam ;
No more shall hunger famish thee again,
Nor tears make dim thine eyes, thy thin cheeks stain.”

“ When thou hast rested I again will come 
To bear thee, Agnes, to a better home :
Thy lamp is almost out, but brighter glows 
The lamp of life the deathless spirit knows :
So let refreshing sleep around thee close.

Then Agnes slept—how long she never knew ;
The fading lamp its light about her threw ;
And there Ker mother stood, and to her said 
”  Agnes, arise ! behold the night hath fled !
The lamp died out: and Agnes, too, was dead.

H. H ALLETT B.

*fc Ifc *fc
H. H allett B. w r ite s :— “  Those w ho con trib u te  verse 

to  th e Gazette w ill h ave  read ‘ A  Y ork sh ire  S ec re ta ry ’s ’ 
tes tim on y  (Ju ly ) w ith  m uch app rec ia tion . T h a t a 
‘ w ork ing  w om an ’ should have selected  ‘ th e  p oe try  ’ fo r  
special m ention  is v e ry  cheering to  us, w h o can best w rite  
th rough  th a t m edium . Is  no t a poem — ‘ o n ly  p oe try  '—  
o ften  passed by, as if it  scarcely  d eserved  a tten tion  ? 
B u t how  frequ en tly , like the rose, does it  m ake fragran t 
the m en ta l and sp iritu a l a tm osphere o f th e reader. T h e  
sw eet and lo v e ly — using an o rd in a ry  expression— poem  
‘ T h e  Open D oo r,’ b y  H . M . U nderw ood , should be set to  
app rop ria te  music, and ‘ T h e  Sen tin e l,’ b y  L ilia n  Holm es, 
w hat a tine conception , s trong and b e a u t ifu l! L e t  those 
of us who have the p oetic  g i f t  be encouraged .”
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Letter from the Unseen on
B y  F . H E S L O P , A u th o r  o f  “  S p e a k in g  A c r o s s  t h e B o r d e r  L in e* ”

The following is one of an interesting new series of 
letters received automatically “ from a husband in Spirit 
l.ife by his wife on earth.” The first series is now in its 
third edition and has been found a most helpful book 
to many mourners,

I_K W A N T  to write you a little about music 
to-night. Music is the highest interpreter 
of thought. It enters a region where speech 

is dumb ; it transcends speech.
Now. on earth, only a soul here and there can 

rise into this musical consciousness, and you call 
such an one a genius, and do not even try to 
understand his power, much less enter into a like 
experience. But when you come here, you learn 
that what you had only looked upon as a pleasure 
or a luxury, namely musical expression, is the 
language of every soul as it rises into higher and 
higher spheres. It is a part of everything, and 
interprets us, as speech expresses your longings 
and desires. If we are sad music flows round us 
in softened notes of sympathy and hope, and as we 
listen the harmonies fill our souls and revive us 
again. When joy is our portion, or ecstasy thrill 
us, then these celestial strains are full of mystic 
sound, woven of sunlight and the breath of flowers 
and ail fair things.

You know that it has been said that beautiful 
architecture is sound crystallised into form. Now  
that is really true ; music is behind all form, and 
when form is unlovely, it is because there has been 
discord instead of harmony in the vibrations 
which produced that unlovely form.

If your ears were more attuned on earth, vrm 
would be able to hear the music that flows through 
nature. Sometimes you do hear it in the fall of 
water, or the dashing of the waves. Sometimes 
it sings to you in the wind, or forces your attention 
in storm or tempest. Often as you sit in silence 
in the forest, you hear it in the whisper of the 
trees or the hum of insect. Nature is full of music 
waiting ever for the ears that are open to hear, 
the heart that can respond to her voice.

I am sure that on earth far more could be done 
by the use of music, but you are beginning to 
find this out for yourselves. The most uncultured 
will join the band as it passes down your streets, 
and will stand open-mouthed if anyone will sing 
to him ; and we rejoice in the effect of music in 
your prisons and on the poor distraught brains 
in your asylums.

When the weary and heavy-laden come to this 
land of light and colour, the music of the spheres 
greets them, and they realise that the journey is 
finished, the fight over, and that they have come 
home at last.

I know that music has ever meant much to you, 
but I would say "  Get more music into your life,” 
because it will help you so m uch; seek it where 
you can. And I pray that ere you join me here, 
your inner ears may be so opened that you may 
hear the angels’ voices as they sing and “ the 
harpers harping with their harps.”

S H O R T  I T E M S .
A t the A n nu a l M eetin g  o f the Psycho-Therapeu tic 

Soc iety , M r. R o b e rt  M cA lla n  was unanim ously re-elected 
P residen t, and  M iss G erba L inde, H on . Secretary.

W ill  the lady who k in d ly  o ffered  ho liday  hosp ita lity  
to a lady or gentleman interested in psych ic m atters 
kindly send us her address, as her letter has unfortunately 
been mislaid, and some letters are waiting to be 
forwarded ?

"  T he Caricaturist -a n d  the Conjurer.” —  A. 
C orrespondent w rites  us as to  M r. H a rry  Fum iss ’s s to ry  
qu o ted  in  th e  Ju ly  Gazette: “  One is rem inded o f  a 
con tem p orary  say ing  concerning D r. Joh n son : ‘ N ow
th a t th e  O ld  L io n  is dead, ev e ry  ass thinks he m ay  k ick  
h im  I ’ ”

C u r e s  b y  H y p n o t is m .— In  th e  course o f  a  recen t lecture 
M r. R o b e r t  M cA lla n  sta ted  th a t he had successfully cured 
b y  h yp n o tism  a  schoo lboy  o f  his hatred  o f arithm etic . 
M r. Mr. A llan has g iv en  a  new spaper rep resen ta tive  som e 
fu rth er  exam p les  o f  his w ork . A  sm all boy, abou t e igh t 
yea rs  o ld , m uch g iven  to  p e tty  th iev in g , a fte r  th ree  
trea tm en ts  stopped  stea ling, and another ch ild  w hom  he 
trea ted  w h o w as d read fu lly  a fra id  o f  th e  dark, had lost 
a ll fe a r  o f  th e  dark . ** In  cases o f  insom nia,”  said M r. 
M cA llan , "  m y  m ethod  is to  s troke th e  p a tien t’s forehead 
and  to  say  in  a  con fiden t, com m and ing tone, * Y o u  w ill 
s leep  to -n igh t. Y o u  qu ite  understand ; you  are go in g  
to  h a ve  a  good  n ig h t ’s rest. D irec tly  you  la y  you r head 
upon th e  p il lo w  you  w ill  s leep, sleep, s leep .’ Th is  is 
ra re ly  in e ffe c t iv e . A lcoh o lism  has been cured b y  th e  
sam e m ethods, and  peop le  thus trea ted  becom e v io le n t ly  
s ick  i f  th e y  t r y  to  d rin k  stim u lan ts.”

S p e c ia l  O ffer to o u r  R e a d e r s .— A lth o u g h  n o  d o u b t  
most of our readers are a w a r e  t h a t  M iss  E s t e l l e  W . S te a d  
is now editing The Review  of Reviews, i t  i s  j u s t  p o s s ib le  
that there may be some w h o  a r e  n o t  p e r s o n a l ly  a c q u a i n t e d  
with that popular m a g a z in e — w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  c a lle d  ”  a  
periodical for busy p eop le ,”  a  “  s e a r c h l ig h t  i n t o  t h in g s  
that matter," and w h ic h  a s s e r t s  t h a t  “  i t  p u t s  t h e  w o r ld  
before you ! ”  A n  arrangem en t h a s  b e e n  m a d e  w i th  t h e  
Manager o l  The Review of Reviews, b y  w h ic h  a n y  o f  our 
readers can have a s p e c im e n  c o p y  s e n t  p o s t  f r e e .  A ll  
th a t needs to b e  done is  t o  s e n d  a  p o s t c a r d  a s k in g  l o r  i t .

and mentioning The Psychic Gazette. Address the card 
to Review o f Reviews, Bank Buildings, Kings way, 
London, W.C., and in a post or two a copy will come 
along. More than that, if any reader has a mend abroad, 
and if they would be interested in the magazine, a copy 
will be forwarded if such addresses are sent in We hope 
many will take advantage of this easy method of becoming 
acquainted with a periodical which, as The Midland  
Counties Herald recently remarked, is ” a monthly epitome 
of the world’s history . . . and covers all recent 
happenings in all parts of the world.”

O U R  R E A D E R S ’ T E S T I M O N I E S .
A  Y ork sh ir e  R e ad er  writes :— “  Bravo, Gazette / I  

think Harry Fumiss is placed in a cleft stick! ”
A  Southend-on-Sea Reader» “ 1 think this month's

number a wonderful one, so full of interest and help.”
A  Barnsley Secretary: “ The magazine is improving, 

and gives great satisfaction to its readers. More power 
t o  y o u r  e lb o w  ! ”

T he E d in b u r g h  Sp ir itu a list  P r e sid e nt  writes:—  
” I gave the Gazette (June issue} to a friend to read. He is 
not a Spiritualist, but greatly interested. In returning 
it to me he says— ‘ I  thank you for the Gazette which 1 

return. It is a paper on very sound fines as respect 
intelligence, moderation, and toleration, and these are 
what tell in the end. A  hostile policy, where the con­
victions and prejudices of ages are enlisted on the other 
side, and where the reported occurrences are so astounding 
as to make belief almost impassible, would only intensity 
the opposition. In my hamhle opinion, the intellectual 
evidence is full to overflowing. What is wanted is 
demonstration. It is quite easy to say you believe. but 
another thing to say you actually know. So far as I can 
make out, this clear demonstration comes within the 
reach of comparatively few ; the majority have jnsfc to 
take it on trust as in other faiths.’ ”

T h e  Hateiek News says: ”  T h e  f r e s h  oommnmratinns 
o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  (o f  f a i r ie s )  w h ic h  appear m  this h a t  w ill 
o b t a i n  the sympathetic p e r u s a l  o f  m a n y  r e a d e r s  t o  wham 
psychic literature generally makes bo appeal
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RIDER’S RECENT P U B L I C A T I O N S .
fAB LETTERS FROM THE LIVING  

dead m a n .- — Written down by E lsa  B ar k er .
Transcriber of “ Letters from a Living Dead Man.”  
Crown 8w, cloth gilt, 318 pp., 3s. 6d. net. 

Contents.— The Return of “  X .” A Dweller on the 
Threshold. An Assurance. The Way of Understanding. 
\<tral Monsters. The Arch-duke. The "  Chosen 
people.” Spectres of the Congo. Unseen Guardians, 
(hie Day as a Thousand Years. Many Tongues. The 
Beautiful Being. The Body of Humanity. The Foeman 
Within. Listening in Brussels. The Sixth Race. An 
American on Guard. A Master of Compassion. The 
Rose-veiled Stranger. Above the Battlefields. A Soul 
in Purgatory. Peace Propaganda. The Mystery of 
Desire. The Scales of Justice. For Love’s Sake 
A Master Mind. Invisible Enemies. The Glory of War. 
A Friend of “ X .” The Rose and the Cross. A  Serbian 
Magician. Judas and Typhon. Crowns of Straw. 
The Sylph and the Father. Behind the Dark Veil. 
The Lusitania. Veiled Prophecies. Advice to a Scribe. 
One of these Little Ones. The Height and the Depth. 
A Conclave of Masters. A  Lesson in the Kabala. The 
Second Coining. Poison Gases. The Superman. The 
Entering Wedge. The New Brotherhood. In the 
Crucible. Black Magic in America. Things to Remember.

THERE IS  NO  D E A T H .— By F l o r e n c e  

Ma r r y a t . New Cheap Edition.
Crown 8vo, Illustrated Paper Cover, 265 PP-> is .  net.

“ This amazing and phenomenally successful work by 
Florence Marryat needs no introduction to our readers. 
It has for years held a prominent place in the phenomena 
section of Spiritualistic literature, and is undoubtedly 
one of the m ost convincing books of the kind ever 
produced.”—Harbinger of Lightl

PROBLEMS OF THE BORDERLAND.
An explanatory rendering of the introductory cha in­
ters of “ The Book of the Elements.” By J. 
H e r b e r t  S l a t e r , Author of "  Engravings and 
Their Value,” etc.

Crown 8vo, cloth, 35 . 6d. net.
C o n t e n t s .—The True Explanation of the Fourth 

Dimension. Imperfections of the Times. The Thread 
of Communication. The Will and its Power. On the 
Threshold. The Rationale of Dreams. Dream Messages 
and Portents. The Action of Spirit upon Spirit. The 
Materialisation of the Spirit. The Lower Planes. 
Across the Bar. Some Instances and Explanations. 
The Reward of Them that Know.

“  An exposition of the reality, and of the proofs of 
the reality, of the spiritual plane of existence.”—

The Times.
| Mr. Slater’s treatise is written with much literary 

skill, and is as good a setting out of the spiritualistic 
faith as the literature of the subject contains.”—

The Scotsman.

HAUNTED ROYALTIES - B y  K a t h e r i n e  Cox . 
Crown 8vo, Paper cover, is. net.

C o n t e n t s .— Introductory. The White Lady of the 
Hohenzollems. The Black Lady of the Wittelsbachs. 
The White Swans of the Hapsburgs. Ferdinand of 
Bulgaria. The Fated Dynasty of the Obrenovich. 
The Double of the Romanoffs. The “ Red Man ”  of 
the Tuileries and Napoleon. The Hauntings of Catharine 
de Medici and Charles IX. Charles I. and Lord Strafford. 
Mary Queen of Scots. The Ghosts of the Tower of 
London. The Ghosts of Hampton Court. The Ghosts of 
Windsor Castle. Haunted Royalties of Plantagenet times.

London: W . Rider &  Son, Limited, 8, Paternoster Row, E.C.

“ No medium in London who is so trustworthy and so accurate/
W. T. STE A D ,

M r  I  I  V a n o n  DaUy, fro m  10 to  5 .
• v <  «/ ■  V  d l l g U ;  o r  b y  A p p o in tm en t.

Stances for Investigators : Mondays, 8, 1 /- ; Wednesdays, Select 
Seance at 8,2/-; Thursdays at 3,2/6; Sundays, 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
1/*. Also Magnetic Healer and Masseur (registered). Saturdays by

appointment.

56, Talbot Road, Richnond Road, Westbourne Grove, W.
Bums 7 ,3 1 ,4 6 ,28. Nearest Tube Station, Westbourne Park (M et.)

r i a r ^  O  W a r i l y  Normal Clairvoyant
C  V / « 1 I c A U I C j r ,  an(j Psychometnst.

Daily 11 to 6, or by appointment (Saturdays excepted). 
Seances : Mondays and Thursdays at 8, is. ; Thursdays at 3, 2s. 
49, Clapham Road, S .W . (near Oval Tube Station, same side as 
Kennington Church). Open for Sunday engagements

MRS. MARY G O R D O N , Psychic. D aily,
11 to  6, S a tu r d a y s  till 2, o r  by appointment. Circles; 

Tuesdays, 8.15 p.m., 1/-; Wednesdays at 3, 2/-. 16, Ashworth 
Road (off L a u d e rd a le  Road), Maida Vale, W. Buses 1, 8, and 16 
to S u th erlan d  A v e n u e  c o r n e r .  Maida Vale Tube Station.

CHANGE OF A D D R E S S .-H O R A C E  LEAF
V“'  Daily 11 to  6. Saturdays and Mondays by appointment 
only. Seances : T u e s d a y s ,  3 p.m., and Fridays, 8 p.m., 1/- ; 
Wednesdays, 3 p.m ., 2 /- .  Psychometry by post, 2/6 ; Psycho- 
Therapeutics. 4 1 , W e s tb o u r n e  Gardens, Portchester Road, 
Bayswatcr, London, W . (fiv e  minutes from Whitelej's). 
Stations: R oya l Oak ( M e t . ) ; Q u e e n 's  Road (District and 
Tube), B u ses  : 7 , 2 7 . 2 8 , 3 1 , 3 2 . 3 6 , 4 6 , 4 6 a ,  7 4 .

USE YOUR OWN GIFTS
A Class for Developing and Directing the Psychic Powers 

— Healing, Clairvoyance— TH U RSD AYS at 7 o’clock.
Fee, 1/-

M rs . S E Y F A R T H ,
M EN TAL A N D  M A G N E T IC  H E A L E R .

8F, Morgan Mansions, Morgan Rd., Holloway, N.

Mondays and Thursdays, 3 to 5 o'clock, Fee, 2/-.
Free Healing each Wednesday, 7-9 o’clock.

MERVOUS DISORDERS— M r. ROBERT McALLAN,
I N  attend at 93, Regent Street, W„ and 56 and 5S, High Street, 
Croydon. Cures all phases of Nervous Disorders by Psycho- 
Therapeutic Methods, including suggestion and spinal manipula­
tions. Many striking testimonials. A lady writes :— “  I think 
it was perfectly wonderful that one treatment by you should 
have had this effect.” Patients visited. All interviews by  
appointment only. Write for prospectus.

M R S .  B E A U M O N T - S I G A L L ,  Psychic.
§rapj Daily 11 to 6, or by appointment (Saturdays excepted), 
Le Chalet, 8a , Fieldhouse Road, Emmanuel Road, Balham, 
S.W. (Nearest Station, Streatham Hill). Cars and Buses to 
Telford Avenue.

M 1S,L C H A P I N  (B lin d )  (o f N e w  Y o r k ) .
Sittings daily ; hours from 2 o’clock to 6 p.m. Select 

séance, Tuesday afternoon at 3, 2s. ; Friday evening at 8, 2s.—  
60, Macfariane Road, Wood Lane, W. (close station).

Madame Ridlev FB I M S * Certificated and
i  ™ 1 - A V A U K V »  Incorporated Occultist, and
Trance Medium, 63, Regent Street, London, W. Hours 11 to 6. 
Local Secretary for the British Institute of Mental Science.



ÎNv !HK INTERNATIONAL PSYCHIC GAZETTE. A Uiiuti
lift

K N IFE  ÇU
A THING OF THE PAST

The Cutlery of the Elite.

THEmedal “ A rcan u m ” Dinner &  Cheese K nives
are never cleaned in a Machine nor on a Board—they only 
require washing ; are unaffected by Climate or Sea-air ; 
are not stained by Vinegar or other Acids ; give off no 
disagreeable odour when cutting strong foods ; are there­
fore hygienic and are strongly recommended by the 
Medical Profession for use in the sickroom.

Unequalled for Presents. "Arcanum” Tea Knives a Speciality.
A dean sharp knife always ready fo r use.

If unobtainable locally , mention this Gazette* and send postcard fo r particulars to—

J E F F E R S O N  R E A D ,
“ ARCANUM” CUTLERY WORKS, AUGUSTA ST., BIRMINGHAM

All readers of matters occult are familiar with the 
phrase, but how manv understand nr use it. 
Think what a working knowledge of the Law of At­
traction means. The author, J. E. McMahal, tells 
us he had tried many much vaunted courses with­
out any result till he hit on (he happy discovery 
detailed in the booklet. " I will give you," he says. 
“  a method that \\ ill open for you the storehouse of 
Eternal Power." Whether you seek Financial 
Success, or Success along other paths— personal 
attractiveness, &c„ you have the secret here. You 
can start now and attract what you want! The 
Hypnotic Eye Method is included, and the teach­
ings of several leading authors on the evocation of 
this law. Send to-day, 2s. 2d. cloth. Is. 8d. paper, 
abroad 2d. extra. 44 pp.

The Talisman Publishing Institute, Harrogate.

TWO GOOD BOOKS

I  THE LAW  OF 
ATTRACTION.

“  S o  m u c h  r u b b i s h  is  b e i n g  p r i n t e d  n o w a d a y s  f o r  t h e  
a l l e g e d  p u r p o s e  o f  t e a c h i n g  p e o p le  to  i m p r o v e  th e m s e lv e s  
t h a t  o n e  is  a p t  t o  r e g a r d  n e w  b o o k s  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a t  t h e  
f i r s t  b l u s h ,  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  l ik e  i m p a t i e n c e .  Y e t  t h e  n e e d  
f o r  u s e f u l  b o o k s  o f  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  is  o b v io u s  t o  a n y b o d y  
w h o  h a s  e v e r  h a d  to  d e a l  w i t h  o r d i n a r y  u n t r a i n e d  m i n d s .  
H ou) to M ake L ife  a Success, by J u l e s  F ia u x  (2s .  6 d .  n e t ) ,  
and Concentration and the Laws o f M en ta l Efficiency, b y  
Henry Chellew (2s. 9d. net), are v a s t ly  better t h a n  th e  
majority of their kind. They are superior in one respect 
over the Be Somebody, Do Something type of work; they 
are full of practical suggestions for the discipline of the 
memory and the will, and for the attainment of all-round 
mental and physical fitness. M. Fiaux, for example, gives 
detailed directions for breathing exercises, and has some 
simple memory-training instructions. Dr. Chellew s book 
may be read in an hour, in which case it will be entirely 
useless. It is meant to be assimilated, ralher than read, 
and the student who intends to get full value out of it will 
only succeed if he considers it paragraph by paragraph. 
Nothing is so urgent as the cultivation of straight, clear 
thinking. Most minds, nowadays, are frankly muddled. 
The only remedy is self-discipline. The two books before 
us show the way; the results depend on the efforts of the 
students themselves.”  D r. S a r o l e a , in Everyman, June 
30, 1916.

Send your Orders direct to

T H E  P O W E R -B O O K  CO.,
329 (C.) H IG H  H O L B O R N , W .C .

Z E IL A H  L E E
'Phone 949 Brixtcn, 6 9  W iltsh ire  R oad, B rixton , S .W .

M R S .  E . A . C A N N O C K , C la ir » ™ ,,,, .
Healer. In terview s by appointment. C lfc i i/ ^ ™
2 /-  ; E v e n in g s ,  8 o 'c lo c k , 1/-, 9 5  . "n*»,

Brynnston Square. W.
at

8nd

W M .  F I T C H - R U F F L E  (P sy c h ic ) , 79 , A ldern..
Street, between Eccleston and Warwick s 

B elgravia , S .W . Seances : Sunday, W ednesday, Thursday T̂***’ 
and 7.30 p.m., i s . ; Tuesday (select), is . 6d. Private coomf?’ 
tions before 3 p.m. on ab ove  days, 13. 6 d .; other days, lo to s  
fees 2s. 6d. to  59. P sychom etry  by  post, 23. Home reception 
attended a t above terms. Ground floor.

1V/IRS. S. FIELDER. 171, Edgware Road, Hyde Park, W 
I *  A Phone Paddington 3173 (T ra n ceo r  Norm al). Daily 11 to 
7 Seances, M onday a t 3, 1 - ;  Tuesday and Thursday at 8, if. 
Select Seance, W ednesday afternoon a t 3, 2/6. Private inter­
view s from  2/6. Psychom etry  b y  Post 1/1 and 2/6.

M ad am  Scie sends you by  letter, important 
messages, warnings and predic­

tions, received through exterior and in terior illumination. Fee 2/6 
and 5/-. Letters  on ly .— 52, Padd ington  Street, Marylebone, W.

|V [ A D A M E  M O R A .  P sy ch ic  and Clairvoyant
Readings, etc. 71 H igh  Street, N o ttin g  H ill Gate, 

opposite Central Tube, London , W . f also a t 79B, King’s 
Road, Brighton.

Mrs. M . E. Orlowski,
Psychom etrist. S ittings daily . Séances: Tuesdays at 8; 
Thursdays a t 3 p.m ., fee is . Psychom etry  b y  post, 2s. 6d. 
171, N ew  Cross Road, N ew  Cross Gate, London, S .E .

Q A R A  D E  L Y N N  (P s y c h ic )  w i l l  b e  a t  4  H olies
Street, O x fo rd  Street, W ., every  day  from  11 to 7 

(Saturdays, 2 o ’clock) fo r  Consultations. H indoo Y o g i system. 
Future D iv inations from  birth-date, 2/6 ; Character and 
Possib ilities from  handw riting, 2/6.

M R S .  A N N  R A T T Y ,  F u ll T r a n c e  M e d iu m
Clairvoyant and Psychom etrist. Honrs, 2 to  8 daily 

Fee from  2s. 6d. Psychom etry  b y  post, is . id .  and 2s. 6d 
Séances : W ednesday, 3 ; Sunday 7, is . 75, K illy o n  Road 
Clapham, near W andsw orth  R oad  Station, London, S .W .

T H E  E S O T E R I C  M E A N I N G  O F  Y O U R
N A M E . —  K abba lis tic  Aurascopes, including beautiful 

Psych ic Pa in ting , and g iv in g  fortu n ate  Sym bols, Colons, 
Perfum es, Gems, etc. Send 5/6 with, fu ll N am e and Birth-date 
to  A N G E L A , M ascot Press, 143 Lon d on  R oad , Twickenham, 
M iddlesex.

Olife Arundel Starl, Square, Bays water,
W . Spiritual C la irvoyan te  (T rance o r  Norm al) Heakr. 
H o u r s  11 to  6 ; Saturdays b y  appoin tm ent. Séances, Sundays 
a t 7. Thursdays 8. P ro m p t.

W R I T E  T O

ZO A
Character Sketches

132, Mount Gold Road, H ealth Advice.
Plymouth. Psychometry.

F)ONALD G R E G S O N , Practical Psychologist,
^  147, Edgware Road, H Y D E  P A R K .  LO ND O N,
G R A P H O L O G IC A L , P H R E N O L O G IC A L , PSYCHOLOGIC^ 
a n d  V O C A T IO N  C O N S U L T A T IO N S  d a ily  from u  w a .  ®  
8 p .m .  Interesting Studies from Handwriting, Photographs, 
e t c .  F e e ,  2/6. S o u n d ,  lo g ic a l  advice on Health, CHARACTER 
T A L E N T S , B U S I N E S S ,  M A R R I A G E , e t c .  A lso b y  Correi- 
p o n d e n c e .
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tHE MARYLEBONE s p i r i t u a l i s t
ASSOCIATION.

. m j  S U N D A Y  E V E N I N G  M E E T I N G S
• * * "  at 6 . 3 0  O’CLOCK at

n e w  o x f o r d  s t r e e t , w . c .
I V»

A. VOUT PETERS, Clairvoyance.
13.—To be announced.
20.—Mrs. CANNOCK, Clairvoyance 

- 37,—Mr. H. ERNEST H UN T , Address.
3'_Mrs- M. H.W ALLIS , Answers to written Questions

Sept. 

41 art
cordially invited. Doors Open at 6 p.m. I ¿mission Free.

Admission after 6.40 p.m. Collection.
No

Mrs. Boddington,
views by appointment

17, Ashmere Grove, Acre 
Lane, Brixton, S.W. Inter- 

Public circle, Wednesday, 8.15, is.

A Complete and Perfect Horoscope.
A Masterpiece in Judgment and Arrangement.

SUCH IS the Five Guinea Horoscope now obtained from 
“ Modem Astrology ” Office.
THIS FIRST-CLASS Horoscope has been supplied to 
many Officers now serving in the British Army and to men of 
high literary attainments, and has been proved of inestimable 
value to people in all and every rank and walk of life.

This Horoscope is unequalled in its method of detailed 
and concise judgment, and contains work and calculations 
worth twice the amount charged.
Send for fall particulars to—

“ MODERN A S T R O L O G Y ” O F F IC E ,
40, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C. Miss Watson,

M A D A M E  S T . L E O N A R D  (M rs. Foot-
Young), Clairvoyante, Healer. Health diagnosed. DISTANT  

H ELP lR E  ATMENT. Psychometry by post. Interviews daily, 
it a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 6, Saturdays excepted.
CYRIL LODGE, 1 7 , COLYILLE SQUARE. BAYSWATER, W 

32 and 7 Motor ’bus, 1 minute.

Madame Clara Irwin, g s i j a s d b
Hours 12 to 6. Psychometry by post. Séance, Sunday, 7 p.m.

“ You  have given me the best reading I have seen/' “ You have predicted 
many events that have come to pass/' “ You are m arvellously  correct/'

Advice by Letter or Appointment.
15, Sandm ere Road, Clapham, London, S .W .  

M R S .  A N N E T T A  B A N B U R Y
NO RM AL CLAIRVO YANTE. PH E N O M E N A L PSYCHIC.

A DVISES clients daily on personal and general matters through 
psychic aid ; business advice a speciality ; psychometry by 

post from article worn ; fee 5s. ; questions answered through 
mental concentration (powerful telepathist): highly recommended 
as conscientious, lucid and reliable.— 49, Brondesbury Villas, 
High Road, Kilburn, London. T e l . 2329 W i l l e s d e n .

A  L I F E ’S  S T U D Y  p o r tr a y e d  fo r  Y O U  b y
* *  L I L L IA N  P A L M A .  M .B .I.M .S . (U .S .A .), Psychomeirist, 
Psychologist, etc. Address, Whalley Range, 178, Duke Street, Southport, 
Lancs.

Psychometry by post, from article, photo or handwriting. 
Fee, 1/1. Lessons given, Moderate fees. Valuable Advice on 
Health Conditions.

A  t l  q  n  f t  o  has now opened her Studio to all who are 
/ J L l l d l l H o  interested in Psychic Paintings. Nearest Tubes 
and Stations, Queen’s Road and Notting Hill Gate, W . Hours 
| to 6. Admission 1/-. 91, Moscow Road, Palace Court,
Bayswater, S.W.

ASTROLOGY.
6 ,0 0 0  T e s t im o n ia l s .

W ill send T E S T  H O R O S C O P E ,  com prising 7 pages and  
cover, on receip t o f 1/- P .O .  and Id .  stam p fo r postage. 
Y o u r  m oney retu rned if H oroscope is untrue. S im ply  

give date, m onth , an d  year o f b irth , tim e i f  know n . 
M r .  N E W T O N  V E R I T Y ,

4, D U K E  S T R E E T ,  A D E L P H I ,  L O N D O N .  W .C .

E.J.PURDOWTS A S T R O L O G IC A L  C O R R E S PO N D E N C E
LESSONS.

A  C o u r s e  o f  1 3  L e s s o n s  f o x *  £ 1  I s .

Lesions will be Corrected by the Teacher through the Post.
These lessons are beautifully arranged, and simply set forth, 

and are a boon to those who desire to become acquainted with 
the mystic science of Astrology.

For fu rther p a rt icu la rs  ap p ly  to—

M R S . R O B E R T  P U R D O M ,

“ Blinkbonny,” T u d o r  H il l ,  S u tton  C o ld fie ld , E n g la n d .

Palmist and Clairvoyante, gives 
advice Thursdays, Fridays and 

Saturdays, 2 to 8. Character Readings by post, 6d. P.O. and 
stamped envelope. 64, Viaduct Street, Ashton New Road, 
Beswick.

YYf REEN, Psycho-Therapist, Botanic Dietitian
• p “*’ and Health Adviser on rational lines, 616, Bank 

Chambers, 329 High Holbom, London, W.C. (nearly opposite 
Chancery Lane Tube Station, Central London Railway), and 
Holborn Tramway Terminus. Omnibuses from all parts pass 
the door. Consultations by appointment. Please ascend by No. 
3 lift.

C. Brown, Psycho Magnetic Healer, cures Neuralgia, 
Toothache, or Headache, instantaneously. 

Gout, Sciatica, Influenza, in a few minutes. Appendicitis, 
Neurasthenia, Internal Tumours, Cataracts, Prolapsus, all 
female complaints, in few visits. Appointments. The poor free. 
25, Elm Crescent, Kingston.

W A L T  E R  A . S P A L L ,
P s y c h ic  H e a lin g .

APPOINTM ENTS B Y  LETTER FOR TREATM ENTS

H0R0SG0 PE BY Y E  METHODS OF YE  AN C IE N T  
EGYPTIANS AND W ISE  MEN OF T H E  EAST.
E v e -u .C h «n g e s ,F o r tu n a te  D a y s ,N u m b e r s ,  C o lo u r s ,e t c .  Business G u id -  
snce, P lanetary in fluence on  F r ie n d sh ip , M a r r ia g e  a n d  im portant E p o c h s .  
Two Years' GUIDE added FREE if you mention this 
Paper. |  S E N D  B I R T H  D A T E  A N D  1/ - P . O ,

34 , C R A Y F O R D  R O A D , H O L L O W A Y ,  N .

M R S .  R O S E  S T A N E S B Y ,  S p ir itu a l H e a le r  a n d
1 ? *  Teacher (for many years a worker with Mr. George Spriggs). 
Hours from 11 to 4.30 daily (Saturday excepted). Lessons in 
Magnetic Healing. Moderate fee.— 93, Regent Street, W .

Psycho-Therapeutic Society,
T H O M A S  G O U L D , I  TH E NOOK I  H EATH - 

FIELD  ROAD, CARDIFF.

26, Red 
Lion Sq.,

London, W.C. Free Magnetic Treatment Mondays and Fridays, 
2 to 5 ; Wednesdays, 5 to 8 p.m. Diagnosis (small fee), 
Fridays by appointment. Lending Library. Lectures. 
Membership invited.— Apply Hon. Secretary.
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Wireless Messages from Other Worlds
By M rs K V A  H A R R I S O N  ("Lovelight*'). 

F o r e w o r d  b y  S i r  W illiam  E a r n s h a w  Co o p e r , C .I .E .

M o re  w o n d e r f u l  t h a n  a n y  f ic t io n  a r e  t h e s e  g lo r io u s  m e s s a g e s  
f r o m  o t h e r  p l a n e t s ,  g iv e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  m e t l iu m s h ip  o f  
« E i g h t  b e a r e r , ”  j u s t  w h a t  t h e  w o r ld  n e e d s  in  i t s  p r e s e n t  
t r a n s i t i o n  s t a g e .  P o s t  f r e e ,  2 /1 0 .

B y  the same A  ulhor,
T h e  Path o f In te rio r  Illum in ation , 2 /1 0 , a n d

T h e  Story o f a S o u l’s U n fo ldm ent, 1 /2 . 
A ll m a r v e l lo u s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  s im p ly  to l d .

24, F rederick  R oad , W y lde  G reen , W arw ick sh ire .

OCCULT ASTROLOGY. Practical, Psychic, Spiritual.
“  I read  the chan ge less  in the ch an gin g  ; to  I read  

T h e  constant action  o f celestial po w ers .
M ix e d  in to  w ay w ard n ess  o f  m orta l m en . —George Eliot.

M r .  L e o  F re n ch  w ill b e  g lad  to  m ake an en tire ly  in d iv id u a l character-stu dy , on 
asy ch o lo g ica ! esoteric  b as is , fo r  any  reader o f  * T h e  Psych ic  G aze tte  ”  Fees I Os. 6J  j
£1 Is  £ 2 .  O U T L I N E  S K E T C H ,  S K E T C H - P O R T R A I T ,  C O M P L E T E  
P I C T U R E .  K in d ly  en c lose  pia e, date , an d  exact o r app rox im ate  h o u r (m ore  
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