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PASCAL FORTHUNY ATTACKED BY E. W.
OATEN.

“ I HAND HIM BACK HIS WICKED ASPERSION/'

TI H E  29th A n n u a l Conference of th e S p irit­
u alists' N a tio n a l U n ion  w as held a t  
P ortsm o u th  on J u ly  4 an d  5, an d  in a  

report of th e proceedings in th e Two Worlds of  
J u ly  17 , th e follow in g p assage occurs :—

"  A delegate raised the question of an article 
by M. Forthuny which recently appeared in a 
Spiritualist journal.

"  Mr. Oaten explained that many of them were 
familiar with the fact that there had been a quarrel 
between M. Meyer and the writer of the article, 
and he thought it was cowardly on the part of the 
writer to make a statement of this kind after a man’s 
death which he would not have dared to make 
had he been alive.

"  He believed it was true that M. Meyer’s family 
were taking steps to contest a settlement made by 
M. Meyer some four years before his death, but 
otherwise the statement was erroneous.’ ’

Monsieur Pascal Forthuny, having seen this 
report, has sent us the following reply :—

10 Avenue Frédéric Forthuny,
Soisy-sous-Montmorencv, France.

July 22, 1923.
My  Dear Sir ,— K indly do me the honour of publishing 

in die In terna tiona l Psych ic Gazette my comment on a 
paragraph that concerns me which appears in the 
Two W orlds of Jnly 17, 1931 (page 451).

I do not accord, either to Mr. E. W. Oaten, or to any 
«cher person whatsoever, the liberty to describe the 
article I  wrote in our review (June, 1931, page 138), after 
the death of M. Jean Meyer, as an act of cowardice.

I did NOT await until M. Meyer died to say what I 
thought of him. I did so at once, at the time of our rup­
ture, before a public assemblage of 2,000 persons in Paris. 
I then declared, and I repeat, that M. Meyer could not 
claim to be a person in any sense sacrosanct, and that 
be was entirely wrong, notwithstanding that he had 
generously supported the cause of Spiritualism by his 
money, in supposing that anyone who did not rally to 
his narrow conceptions was an égaré and ought to be 
excommunicated. My indignant protests were endorsed 
by the entire audience with rounds of acclamation, and 
at the conclusion about six hundred persons shook my 
hand« in token of their sympathy and congratulation. 
Persons belonging to M. Meyer's entourage were present, 

must have had a very disagreeable task in reporting 
the outcome of this meeting to their chief 1 

M. Meyer was equally wrong in de-baptising the M a ison  
des Spirites— whose name described quite well what it 
ought to be—in order to dress it up with an epithet with 
yipn tifir. pretensions, which only disconcerted the 
Spiritualists and made the scientists shrug their shoulders.

I disdain the insolence of Mr. Oaten, and in the matter 
of cowardice I invite anyone who cares to compare his 
war record with my own. I hand him back his wicked 
aspersion with my compliments for it is applicable neither 
to myself nor to any of my relatives or mends, who all 
promptly obeyed their country's call in the hour of 
naf f r danger and performed their patriotic duty as 
mea, some of them, including my beloved son, sacrificing 
their lives.

I d«ki the right to appreciate at their true valuation 
M. Jean Meyer and his work, for he was a part of the 
history of Modern Spiritualism, especially in France, 
and it is sheer nonsense to say that he ought not to have 
been discussed in my obituary notice.

1 mentioned therein the fact that M. Meyer had oriented 
his Kardecist Spiritualism towards what he thought 
to be scientific research, with the result that he had in 
certain notable cases disparaged genuine mediumship 
lather than helped or encouraged it.

I also mentioned that M. Meyer, as Vice-President 
of the Spiritualists’ International Federation, had publicly 
riaimed to have converted all Anglo-Saxon Spiritualists 
to a belief in Reincarnation, though that was glaringly 
untrue, as Mr. Oaten himself very well knows.

Mr. Oaten told his audience at the Spiritualists* National

Union Conference that my statements were " erroneous,” 
but I challenge him to prove that they were so in the 
slightest particular.

I thank you for this opportunity of replying to Mr. 
Oaten’s stupidity, and remain as ever, Your devoted

PASCAL FORTHUNY.

THE PARLIAMENTARY FUND.
In the same report in the Two Worlds it is 

stated :—
’’ A delegate raised the question of a report 

appearing in the International Psychic Gazette con­
cerning the funds of the Parliamentary Committee, 
and in reply Mr. Barbanell offered a pointed and 
emphatic denial to the statement. It was resolved 
that a letter be sent to the Editor of the journal 
asking him to justify his statement, or withdraw it.”

If Mr. Barbanell did offer ” a pointed and emphatic 
denial ” to the statement referred to, namely, that the 
funds entrusted to the Parliamentary Committee had 
been ” wickedly and wantonly misused ” he could only 
have done so with his tongue in his cheek, for it is true 
that they were so misused, and that a paralysing blight 
was thereby put on the movement for the adequate 
protection of mediums and for the alteration of the law. 
That blight has not yet been removed.

The great wrong then done to the Cause would probably 
never have been known had not an Official of the 
Spiritualists’ National Union at the time thought it 
his bounden duty to make it known, and called upon us 
to give us the information. Our references to the matter 
were, moreover, publicly approved by Mrs. Jessy 
Greenwood, J.P., when she was President of the Spirit­
ualists’ National Union. It is therefore not a case for 
denials or coverings up, but for rectification and reparation, 
and for placing the Fund and its administration in other 
hands, so that the original intentions of the subscribers 
shall at last be faithfully carried out.

Needless to say no letter has been received by us 
asking us to justify the statement or withdraw it I Will 
Mr. Barbanell now publish a certified account of the 
Parliamentary Fund, which the subscribers are entitled 
to see, and for which they have for so many years waited 
in vain, and that will speak for itself ?

When mediums have been attacked by the police it 
has been to this Gazette almost alone that they have 
looked for help or sympathy, for that was invariably 
refused by the Parliamentary Committee with its £1,000, 
more or less, subscribed for the purpose. As .everyone 
knows we have collected considerable sums at various 
times from our generous readers to pay solicitors and 
counsel engaged for the defence and to pay the,fines of 
mediums. In every case we have published a complete 
list of subscribers with the amount of their donations, 
and have given detailed accounts showing how the iponey 
has been spent.

MR. MEAD’S DECISION.
A King’s Bench Divisional Court on July 22 reversed 

the decision by Mr. Frederick Mead, of Marlborough 
Street, that a seller of sweepstake tickets could not be 
convicted, and punished under the Vagrancy Act, unless 
he was " a rogue and vagabond ” in Jiis status or mode of 
life when committing the offence.

The Lord Chief Justice, in giving judgment, said that 
Section 41 of the Lotteries Act of 1823 provided that 
if any person should sell tickets in any lottery not 
authorised by Parliament he .should forfeit ¿50,. and 
further be deemed a rogue and vagabond and punished 
accordingly. It was not for the prosecution to prove 
that the respondent had the mode of life of a rogue and 
vagabond, but to prove the commission of the offence 
against the Lotteries Act, and hea was .then to be deemed 
a rogue and vagabond and punished as such. „ -

It is important that Spiritualists should carefully 
note the reason for Mr. Mead's decision being reversed 
in this case. An offence had been committed under 
another Act which involved punishment under the 
Vagrancy Act without further question.

In the case of Spiritualistic mediums there is no such 
other Act affecting them, excepting the old Witchcraft 
Act, which is nowadays never invoked, That they are 
wrongfully tried and punished under the Vagrancy Act, 
when they are good citizens and not rogues or vagabonds 
in their status or mode of life, is still good law, for Lord 
Young's decision in Sm ith  v. N eilso n  in the Scottish 
High Court of J usticiary has never been revised or Teversed 
by any High Court. J, L,
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A Medium W e Should Like to See in England
A P P O R T S , L IG H T S , V O IC E S  A N D  M A T E R IA L IS A T IO N S .

MR. W IL L IA M  L A K E , whose seances in 
New York are described by Mr. John B. 
Reimer, a member and patron of the 

American Society for Psychical Research, in 
"  The Diary of a Spiritualist,”  which he has 
written and published for private circulation, 
is a medium we should like to see in England. 
His sittings produce wonderful lights and fires, 
full form materialisations, faces innumerable, 
voices, apports, correct names, dates and numbers, 
and evidential messages full of astonishing 
details. Never has our damp island climate 
given us a medium possessing quite this wide 
range of gifts, and not for a quarter of a century 
have we had a medium of repute to give us, as 
Husk did, both voices and materialisations, 
and to demonstrate the passage of matter through 
matter. I f  the means could be found to induce 
Mr. Lake to come to London for a three months' 
visit and give the public here the benefit of his 
great gifts it would be an immense source of 
satisfaction to hundreds of men and women who 
have joined the movement since the war and 
have never had the opportunity of seeing a 
materialised spirit form.

Mr. Lake was making no money out of the thirty or 
forty sittings described by Mr. Reimer. He took only 
enough from each sitter to pay for the room in which the 
seances were held. Mr. Reimer says :—

”  A  peculiarity about Lake is his unbounded 
faith and confidence in his Spirit Friends. The next 
month's rent never worries him, as he says his Friends 
will take care of the situation in some way or other, 
and they usually do.

"  He also feels that his power is so sacred to him 
that any attempt to buy or subsidise him or to secure 
especial consideration through money would be 
indignantly rejected. On the other hand, he has 
a great sense of appreciation when anything is done 
through worthy and sincere motives."

He does not mind how long he sits. Indeed, with the 
slightest encouragement he will sit all night. And he 
is often awake throughout the seance, enjoying it all 
with the sitters.

AN EAGLE AND A FISH BROUGHT.
A t the first sitting Mr. Reimer attended it was stated 

that an eagle would be brought into the room by an Indian 
spirit called "  Black Eagle "  :—

"  Thereupon began a rustling of feathers and 
flapping of wings in the centre of the room, the air 
was violently agitated and the breeze was distinctly 
felt by me. Some one said something about shooting, 
whereupon in the middle of the room, half way to 
the ceiling there was a brilliant flash of spluttering 
light, accompanied by a loud report, and the eagle 
was gone."

A t another time Black Eagle appeared on the scene 
with a ten-horse-power voice— "  Hello, everybody," and 
when asked by an angler how the fishing was, said "  Fine, 
plenty fish, trout, salmon, heap of wet. Next time I 
bring fish, a live one." And next time, fulfilling his 
promise, he brought along a luminous fish which flapped 
its tail on the floor.

As at Husk's, so at these seances, Cardinal Newman 
often manifests, and the sitters sing his hymn, "  Lead 
Kindly Light.”  Once, in response to a special request, 
he gave a very beautiful address.

The medium, Mr. Reimer and a friend were smoking 
at one sitting, their cigar ends glowing and showing red 
in the darkness :—

"  Suddenly I saw Lake's cigar leave his mouth and 
zig-zag around. Once I followed its glow for a 
distance of about eight feet. It  did this innumerable 
times, darting back to his mouth with lightning-like 
rapidity."

The spirit lights on the ceiling are also remarkable. 
"  George," the control, says they are produced by spirit 
electricians who are experimenting and showing them 
what they can do. They produce any number of stars 
and a moon, "  and make a brilliant, spectacular and 
beautiful sight equal on a small scale to any seen in our 
natural heavens on exceptionally clear nights."

THE MATERIALISATIONS.
The materialisations are particularly fine:__

"  Within a few minutes after the lights were pm 
out a very brilliant female figure, fully covered with 
ectoplasm, appeared at the back of Lake. She 
swayed to and fro apparently rocking a baby. Lau 
was silhouetted against the luminous ectoplasm 
The luminosity was so strong that I could distinctly 
see his features.

"  Then a girl of about sixteen materialised in fan 
form. She was fully clothed, including stockings 
and shoes. A second girl of about twelve now stood 
at the back of Lake. She looked charming and 
beautiful and had a sweet passive face. Her long 
curled hair was brought back over her shoulder 
and dropped over her chest. I t  was a full materiali­
sation of flesh, blood and bone."

" ME MAKE FIRE."
"  Sitting Bull,”  not Mr. Lake’s guide, but the guide 

of one of the sitters— "  a happy, cheerful and jolly spirit, 
with a voice like a roaring bull ” — manifested at one of 
the seances and was asked if he could make a fire. " Sure, 
me make fire for you, John," he answered, "  me go out 
and find a can ”  :—

"  Within half a minute he returned, we saw and 
heard movements on the floor, a bright flash appeared, 
and we saw a tin can on the floor within which 
a lively fire was blazing. The smoke gave off a 
pungent pine odour. I was both surprised and 
pleased, as my request for a fire was unpremeditated 
the wish had never been expressed to the medium, 
and the phenomenon was a good test. The fire 
lasted about half a minute.

"  After a while I  asked him if he could do it again. 
He cheerfully assented, saying ' Me make big fire 
this time.’ This time it took him longer. I  could 
see his light darting to and fro between the can and 
the medium. After about five minutes the content» 
of the can blazed out into flames and we had a real 
' honest to goodness ’ fire, which lasted for a full 
five minutes."

A  spirit with a gold tooth manifested at one sitting
"  He permitted us to feel it. His teeth were rather 

small, but very uniform. I put my fingers in his 
mouth and felt his teeth, which were as solid as my 
own, his lips and face were soft and warm and his 
beard, black in colour, was soft and silky. The 
ladies did not feel his gold tooth as they evidently 
did not like the idea of putting their hands in the 
mouth of a "  ghost,”  although Lake laughingly 
assured them that he would not bite. None of our 
seven sitters have the same shaped teeth as this 
materialisation, none of us have beards, and none 
of us have a gold front tooth."

These are but a few of the wonders Mr. Reimer relates. 
In a letter to the Editor of this Gazette, which he sends 
with a copy of the book for review, he says :— "  I published 
my ' Diary ’ for distribution among my personal friends, 
but should you so desire it might be mentioned that 
should anyone care for a copy of the book it could be 
obtained upon application to the author. His address is, 
Mr. John B. Reimer, President, Queen’s County Guarantee 
and Investment Corporation, 161 Jamaica Avenue, 
Jamaica, New York.

m y;
CONAN DOYLE COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE

A t  the Grotrian Hall, on Sunday, July & 
the evening service was commemorative of the 
passing of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

Mrs. St. Clair Stobart spoke words of loving tribute 
to the late President of the Spiritualist Community, iw 
at her request, the audience stood for a moment in silt1’ 
prayer. The hymns selected were those known to P 
favourites of Sir Arthur. Mrs. Stobart chose as M 
Reading the last stanzas of Tennyson’s ” The Passing 
Arthur,”  and pointed out, in a few well chosen won*-' 
that as Tennyson’s Arthur slew his last enemy, the 
Modred, but in slaying him, was himself killed, so ^ 
Arthur, in slaying the Modred of false beliefs, was 
sacrificed for Truth. She asked, ” May we not, 
Spiritualists, regard ourselves as Arthur's Knight*. 
of the ’ Round Table,’ but of the Round Earth? 
shall we not, in spite of the physical absence of oui 
fight on bravely for the Cause in which he 
life—the Cause of Truth, of Religion, of God ?

The collection at both morning and evening mU' 
was given to the Conan Doyle Memorial Fund.
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The Practice of Spiritual Development.—II.
B y  F R E D E R IC  T H U R S T A N ,  M .A .

Twelve years service in  the Educational Departm ent 
o f In d ia , and as T u to r and Guardian to some 
M oham m edan Princes, has given M r . Thurstan  
an opportun ity  to enter sympathetically in to  the 
S p ir itu a l M in d  o f  the East, studying its Vedic 
and Yoga systems on the spot in personal converse 
with its devotees, v is iting  its sacred cities and districts 
in  every province, and in  his vacations making 
several lonely adventurous expeditions with but one 
personal attendant in to the innerm ost ranges o f  the 
Him alayas - the sacred sources o f  the Ganges and 
Jamna on the borders o f  Buddhist Thibet. H e  
can even make the uncom m on boast o f  having fo r  
one day at any rate entered the portals o f that forbidden  
m ystical land, o f  S p ir itu a l Culture. Th is  series o f  
articles is worthy o f  being read over and over again, 
fo r  it  gives the key to the very highest and rarest form s  
o f  S p ir itu a l Development.

(C on tin ued fro m  J u ly  N um ber, page 150.)

W| E have arrived at the discovery that the 
| primary, and as Jesus put it, "  the only 

one thing necessary "  for the Practice 
of Spiritual Development, is the temporary 
suspension of the Intellectual Process of the 
rationalising faculties of the Brain, and using 
in its stead the quiet emotional apprehension of 
the Heart. The suspension, for ordinary 
purposes, need not be of any prolonged duration. 
We have seen that Spiritual discernment cognises 
in a flash. An adept can suspend his objective 
mind momentarily at will, and in that moment 
get an infinity of illumination or power to meet 
any problem or emergency. That power was 
evidently possessed by Jesus and imparted by 
silent infection to many of His disciples.

The cultivation of the gift is like that of music. 
Beginners in their first practice have to devote regular 
set hours to master the difficulty of objective suppression. 
An adept requires to take no thought or trouble. There 
is no need o f haste. All growth is slow— the slower the 
surer.

"  The Pearl of Great Price," as Jesus called it, the mas­
tering of this secret potency, has not as yet become the 
possession of many. Not one in a million has attempted 
its acquisition, and not one in a million of these has met 
with success.

The reason is not far to seek. The big mistake by most 
was made of trying to suppress the wrong part of their 
nature— their sensations, their social proclivities, their 
moral aims, their objective mundane activities— whereas 
the only thing Spiritual Attainment requires is the 
cultivation of a new mode of apprehension of the con­
sciousness o f reality and actuality, and of a pure motive 
for becoming One, in loving union with the Cosmic 
Harmony of which we are a part. Adepts in Spiritual 
Attainment, if they neglect this last make themselves 
only Mages or Magicians, and thereby may often oppose 
the Universal Harmony and so in the long run cause 
unhappiness.

A PURE RELIGION OF THE HEART.
T h e  real and lasting potency of Spiritual Attainment 

is reached only by a pure religion of the heart— devotion 
to the innermost love, that designs and binds the A ll in 
All for A ll o f the Cosmos.

The mistake made by ecclesiastic and sacramental 
forms of Religion, with their long catalogue of outward 
disciplines and spiritual exercises, privations, mortifica­
tions, and so forth, only increased and accentuated the 
fundamental error of distinguishing subject and object—  
the this and the that— instead of umting the two, head and 
heart, by a new comprehensive feeling of unity within.

It was those experimenters in monastic life, who were 
called Mystics, who first hit upon the necessity for using 
tbs psychic and emotional faculties rather than the 
intellectual Hut even these usually made the mistake 
of not completely suppressing the intellectual conception 
i f f  contraries and finite things and by thoughts expressed 
in words and visions.

I t  was not until the middle o f the seventeenth century 
that a new school of Mystics arising out of the schools 
of ths Spanish Carmelites of Saint Theresa, and the 
French J arisenists o f the Fort Royal Retreat, hit upon a 
m aihod  of inner Contemplation rather than Meditation— a 
method of using silence and quiet rather than spiritual 
exercises and introspections. Quiet certainly facilitates

the blissful peace of inmost consciousness of union and 
illumination. Hence this was called

THE QUIETIST SCHOOL.
It was started by a distinguished lady at the Court of 

the glorious orthodox Louis Quatorze, called Madame 
de Guyon. She published, in the seventies of the seven­
teenth century, two manuals, entitled "  A Short and 
Easy Method of Prayer ”  and "  The Spiritual Torrent."
She disclaimed the personal authorship of these two books. 
These are her own words :—

"  In taking up the pen I did not know the first 
word of what I wanted to write. I began to write 
not knowing how, and I found that my thoughts came 
spontaneously, and also the exact expression of them 
with a strange impetuosity, and what surprises 
me most was that they seemed to rise from I know 
not where ; certainly not from my head. I wrote 
the treatise in a sort of inw ard-quiet state, and I 
kept going on and on without resting to the end, 
without the trouble of formulating any sentence ; 
so that I was not at all weary when I left off, and I 
never had to re-write anything I had written in this 
state.”

It must be remembered that in her day the psychic 
faculty of automatic writing, now so common, was com­
pletely unknown, though the spiritual inspiration of 
Scriptures was acknowledged. Her words, therefore, are 
very interesting to modern psychic students.

These two books I have found most fascinating to study, 
as she certainly seems to have been inspired by adepts 
of some of the Colleges of Eastern Spiritual Culture. 
The books have been translated into English, but copies 
now are scarce. The British Museum, of course, offers a 
chance to earnest seekers who go there. I t  is impossible 
in this short article to specialise on anything but the 
general method of prayer she advises in the first named 
book, and the practical use of spiritual impulse and power 
which she advocated to her cost in the second one.

She has also left us an interesting autobiography, 
and from that we can follow the steps which gradually 
led to her art of praying by the heart. Wedded to an 
elderly and tyrannical husband, she was left much to her 
self, and consequently tried to find consolation by 
developing her inner life. For a long time she made the 
usual mistake of trying to get the certainty of union 
with the Celestial within by means of church services 
and acts of external charity— Martha’s method— but 
happiness failed to bless her.

NEW  METHODS OF PRAYER .
A t last one day, going to confession to a new priest 

who claimed to be a secret practitioner of Carmelite 
Mysticism, he gave her a simple hint to try the method 
of what he called Silent Prayer and the Resting in the 
Presence of the Divine. W ith this hint she devised a 
new method of saying the Lord's Prayer with the heart 
instead of the head. She would take one sentence only 
each day and concentrate on the emotion that idea called 
up.

Then she found that to concentrate on God as Love 
working in her was enough to bring rest and quiet. Then 
she passed to the feeling of the Presence of the Divine 
in her. The soul had only to remain still and let itself 
be filled with the divine effusion of love— feeling itself 
a vacuum for its inrush— all old narrow earth interests 
being forgotten.

Day after day the state became easier to acquire. 
I t  was as if a silent growth of intimacy were taking place. 
The sense of the constant Presence of Celestial Companion­
ship became so natural that it was impossible not to feel 
it as a certainty. "  The King's daughter becomes all 
glorious within".

She remarks finally the spirit itself beareth witness 
that we are the Sons of God, and of Celestial origin. 
W e have but to follow the teaching to be s till, and then 
we know that the I AM feeling in us is the Cosmic Spirit 
in us— that any movement of words or of designs would 
draw us from the feelings of Rest and Peace and Power 
and Growth in us that ensue from this conviction :—  
"  He that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in the Cosmic Spirit 
and in God.”

“ THE SPIRITUAL TORRENT,”
The "  Spiritual Torrent "  was the state of inner activity 

and impulse to spontaneous energies which follow this 
state of inner celestial quiet communion. She compares 
its process to that of a stream, first gushing up from 
hidden depths of our elementary being, then rushing 
precipitously with enthusiastic freshness, then more 
sedately allowing itself to be carried through scenes and
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circumstances ordained for its course, and finally losing 
itself in an ocean of Cosmic Consciousness, where the 
distinction of self and otherness vanishes. Maxims of 
non-resistance also become thus part of her teaching.

The King’s pious wife, Madame de Maintenon, became 
interested in her method of Quietist Spiritual Practice 
and it began to become a fashion at the Court. The 
orthodox King, alarmed, consulted his two eminent 
spiritual advisers, Bossuet and Fenelon. Madame de 
Guvon sent them each a copy of her books. Bossuet, 
an ecclesiastic of the Jesuit school, violently condemned 
her teaching as unorthodox and as corrupting ordinary 
piety. Fenelon, himself a secret mystic, defended the 
books as supported by the teaching of our Lord Himself 
and practiced by the Carmelites of St. Theresa's foun­
dation. He wrote a pamphlet to prove it.

The dispute was referred to Rome. The end is well 
known to students of history. Madame de Guyon was 
confined for years in a state prison for refusing to recant, 
and Fenelon was disgraced and degraded. What concerns 
us is to decide whether Fenelon was right that our Master 
Himself taught Religion as a Quietist views it, and not as 
an Ecclesiastic views it. Certainly the advice of Jesus 
to Martha was the advice a Quietist philosopher would 
give. His parables about the Pearl of Great Price and 
the Seeking of the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness 
first are Quietist philosophy. But, above all, the Sermon

on the Mount is so full of the non-resisting parado • 
maxims which all Quietists like our friends the QUaulc** 
hold that Ecclesiastics have to declare them in presT* 
times unpractical.

The special mode of prayer advocated by Jesu8 ; 
that sermon is exactly that practised by all mystics of 
the Silent School. He tells his disciples to pray in privat 
—to enter into their Holy of Holies within—to close the 
door against the intellectual flow of thoughts—and then 
to be still. The feeling that our ego-consciousness of 
existence is but a part of the Universal divine conscious, 
ness of Eternal Being will automatically follow.

But Jesus was not the first revealer of the wisdom of 
Quietism and Non-Resistance for the purpose of cultivating 
our spiritual position in the Cosmos. Six hundred years 
before Him the Chinese Philosopher Laoutze practised 
it, founded a school for its practice, and left a gospel 
explaining it called the Tao Tih King. As this gospel 
was not translated into any European language until | 
century ago the system of Spiritual Practice advocated 
by this extraordinary man is but little known in the 
West.

In my next article I propose to give a summary of 
Laoutze’s unique method of Spiritual Self Development 
and his teachings about the cultivation of Tao—that is, 
vital Spiritual energy—in our daily consciousness of 
life.

The Judgment of the Scottish Church.
B y  T H E  R E V .  W I L L I A M  A .  R E ID ,  M .A ., G L A S G O W .

I T  is p o s s ib ly  r a th e r  d iffic u lt fo r  a n y  b u t  th e  
b o rn  e c c le s ia s tic  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  s u b tle tie s  
o f th e  a v e r a g e  cle ric , b e  th a t  c le ric  P r o te s ta n t  

o r R o m a n  C a t h o lic  or th e  le a d e r  o f a n y  n o n -  
C h r is tia n  r e lig io u s  c u lt .  W h e n  h e, th e  cleric, 
k n o w s  h e  h a s  th e  w h ip  h a n d  h e is c le a r  a n d  
d o g m a t ic  to  th e  p o in t  o f ty r a n n y .  T h is  does  
n o t m e a n  t h a t  h e is d is h o n e s t, for h is o w n  an d  
h is  in h e r ite d  b e lie fs  a n d  fe a rs  m a y  h a v e  m a d e  
h im  a  b ig o t .  B u t  w h e n  h e  fin d s h e c a n n o t d riv e  
h is  flo c k  h e  f la tte r s  th e m , e x p la in s  th in g s  a w a y ,  
o r s its  n e a t l y  o n  th e  fe n ce .

So was it with the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland in May last when I asked that "** it should make 
a clear and definite statement which should hasten and 
welcome the revival of spirit communion and the exercise 
of spiritual gifts within the Church, as practised by our 
Lord and His early disciples."”  I gave reasons therefor, 
which nobody answered. Indeed, one would have 
imagined that Dr. White and Professor Paterson were 
speaking in favour of my Petition. They had no word 
to say against psychic investigation. Professor Paterson 
even admitted that as the result of continued investigation 
he had arrived at the conclusion that spirits do survive, 
though he personally had not contacted spirits of a very 
high order. There was no bitterness at all; sympathy 
rather, possibly a longing that one day human survival 
might be proved.

The Petition was rejected on the plea that the General 
Assembly had already said all that could be said at present. 
This became the finding of the Assembly, against a motion 
that a Committee be appointed to consider the question 
and report to next General Assembly. Candidly, I don’t 
think that another Committee of investigation would 
accomplish much. Psychical investigators are like the 
poets—bom, not made; and my good parson brothers 
are no more built by training and temperament to be 
psychical investigators than they are to pronounce on 
the claims of Evolution or of the Einstein Theory.

So we appear to mark time in the Church of Scotland. 
The Editor of The In te rn a tion a l Psych ic  Gazette describes 
the result as " The Church of Scotland's Retrograde 
Step.” It must be admitted that this will be the natural 
conclusion of the average reader of the really wonderfully 
full reports in the newspapers. And logically the reader 
is correct. He will say that the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, after due deliberation and after 
hearing the opinions of their chosen leaders, have said 
that "  spirit communion and the exercise of spiritual 
gifts is not an essential part of their teaching.” Yet, 
as a matter of fact, such teaching as Spiritualists declare 
to be easily proved forms the basis of their main dogmas. 
The Resurrection of Jesus and the words of the prophets 
hang on this belief; and the Bible all through says such 
things should continue, and that we must prove the past 
by similar experiences in the present.

Now the General Assembly, misled I think by their 
leaders, refused to say this; but, despite that, they did 
say something of value. They reaffirmed what had been

recorded on receiving the Report of the Committee’s two 
years’ investigation of my first Petition of 1920. They 
have made the finding of the old Church of Scotland the 
official attitude of the United Church; viz. (1) that 
spirit communion was worthy of the closest investigation 
as having a bearing ” on the cure of souls ” ; (2) that there 
is room in the Church of Scotland for Christian Spiritua­
lists ; and (3) that a Day of Remembrance of the Blessed 
Dead be established. The first two points were, as I say, 
reaffirmed ; and the third point, which had never been 
acted on after 1922, was officially incorporated at a later 
diet as part of the Church life.

This All Saints’ Day, thus established, is, I regret to 
say, quite misleading, as it leaves the impression that the 
Church of Scotland has officially acknowledged Spirit 
Communion—which its creed officially does—when they 
have only established a Day of Remembrance of the 
departed ; a sort of glorified Burns or Nelson anniversary.

Certainly, however, there is a place in the Church of 
Scotland for those who believe in and practise and preach 
genuine spirit communions as the early Church did. 
There was not a word of condemnation of the ministers 
and laymen who say—now quite openly—that they have 
spoken with their departed friends and know from many 
avenues of evidence that the " dead ” are really alive and 
love and are progressing, and act as rationally as their 
brothers in the flesh.

My own judgment—though it may be regarded as 
prejudiced—is that the wise and rational thing for the 
Assembly to have done would have been to declare, 
”  Why, yes, certainly we do welcome within the Church 
those evidences of spirit communion and the exercise of 
spiritual gifts to which our attention has been directed. 
We know that the Early Church was founded by those 
who knew of this Open Door; and we rejoice that so 
many of our faithful members have found so many 
convincing proofs that our Lord and His early disciples 
were right.”

Meantime, the substance of Spirit Teaching is 
permeating all sections of society and is being unob­
trusively absorbed by the most bigoted of the sects. 
Indeed, I am convinced that what I and increasing 
hundreds are now saying will within a very few years 
be the common heritage of all within and without the 
churches.
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OUR READERS’ TESTIMONIES.
A  Highgate S p ir itu a lis t: ” The Gazette helps me very 

much, and I think it improves each month.”
A  S p ir itu a lis t Leader : “ I hope things are going strong 

and prosperously with your ever fresh Gazette.”
A  Canadian Subscriber : "  We do so appreciate you1 

paper for it keeps us up to date in Spiritualistic ne*s 
and we look forward to it each month.”

«  a  «
On July 6, a memorial tablet in honour of Mr. Rich**” 
Ellis, the zealous founder of the Rochester Squ*1̂ 
Spiritualist Temple was unveiled in the Temple in 
presence of a large congregation. Mrs. Ueehag preside 
and Mr. Ernest Meads and Madame Bishop Audbrî  
gave the principal addresses.
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Camps : A Magnificent Phase of American Spiritualism.
B v T H E  R E V . A R T H U R  FO R D .

T| HE Spiritualist Summer Camps are a unique 
and highly important feature of our 
movement in America. There are about 

a score of them located at strategic points 
throughout the States. During July and August 
each year they are the Mecca for thousands of 
Spiritualists and investigators. Each of them 
has one or more first class hotels, numerous 
cottages, and a huge auditorium. The latter 
is usually open on all four sides and surrounded 
by trees, so that it is comfortable on the hottest 
days. Every camp provides a programme of 
lectures and psychic demonstrations. Thel 
s p e a k e r s  an d l  
mediums who are 
featured on the 
programme move 
from camp to camp, 
spending usually 
about a week in 
each. Thus it is 
easy for the investi­
gator to visit the 
camp at the time the 
particular worker in 
whom he is inter­
ested is present.
It is not at all 
uncommon for a 
popular lecturer or 
m e d i u m  to be 
followed from camp 
to  c a m p  b y  
e n t h u s i a s t i c  
admirers.

The value of these 
camps may be realised 
when one considers the 
vastness of America, the 
distances between large 
cities, and the fact that 
most public meetings in 
the cities are suspended 
during the hot months.
Nearly every family 
owns a motor car, and 
our country is a network 
of fine roads, so it is a 
simple matter for the 
student to visit the 
camp in his territory.
Were it not for the 
camps, the people living in the small villages and I 
towns would seldom have an opportunity of hearing the 
better known workers.

Two of the camps are what is known as "  Out of Season 
Camps.”  Camp Etna, in Maine, does not open until 
September 1, when the other camps have closed. Thus 
Etna is able in its short two weeks to present the cream 
of our platform talent. Cassadaga, in Florida, is a 
winter camp, and caters for those who are able to spend 
the cold months in the South. Cassadaga is by all odds 
the most luxurious of the camps, and is led by Mrs. Esther
C. Humphrey, who is also the guiding genius of Lily  
Dale.

Since all the camps follow the same general methods, 
I «hall confine myself to a description of the three largest 
camps. These three happen also to be the camps with 
which I am most familiar. A  glimpse at Chesterfield, 
Lake Brady, and Lily Dale will give some idea of Spiritua­
list camp life in America.

C H E S T E R F IE L D , in Indiana, is one of the oldest 
camps, and is known as a phenomena camp. That is, 
while it presents the finest platform talent available, 
it has under contract the very best physical mediums in 
oar movement. Each medium is tested by the board of 
directors and given a certificate before being allowed to 
work. The Executive Secretary of Chesterfield is the 
Rev, Mabel Riffle, a most remarkable woman. She not 
only has charge of all camp activities, but is herself one 
of the greatest platform mediums in our ranks. Under 
Mrs. Riffle's leadership, Chesterfield has grown from a

small camp to a place of commanding importance in 
America. Fifty thousand people visited Chesterfield 
last summer, and a new $80,000 hotel is under construc­
tion. Already there are two hotels with accommodation 
for 500 guests, and scores of cottages. On Sunday at 
this camp I have often spoken to 8,000 people. Among 
the mediums regularly at Chesterfield are Ethel Post, 
Mamie Shulz, William Hart, Nellie Curry, Evelyn 
Burnside, Mary Murphy Lydy, " Pal ” Clark, Etta 
Bledsoe, and several others whose names are household 
words in American Spiritualism. Chesterfield has 
beautifully landscaped grounds and many people own 
their own summer homes there. A splendid orchestra 
is always on hand, and a social life varied enough to 
amuse all types of people is provided.

LAK E BRADY, near Cleveland, Ohio, is within fifty
■  miles of seven major 

cities, and is largely a 
week-end camp. While 
scores of people own 
cottages and a good 
hotel is always full, 
the week - ends see 
the grounds thronged 
by thousands from the 
nearby cities. Brady 
is  n o t e d  f o r  t h e  
excellence of its plat­
form, and the best 
known names in our 
movement are to be 
found on its list of 
lecturers and demon­
strators. Etta Bledsoe, 
Theodore and Robert 
Russell, Bertie Lilly 
Phinney, and many 
others. The president 
is Arthur Babbitt, Jnr., 
a young and capable 
business man. C. F. 
Preston has for many 
years been the active 
leader of this camp, 
and his loyalty and 
enthusiasm have made 
Brady into one of the 
important factors for 
Spiritualism. The new 
secretary, Mr. Ford 
Myers, is a splendid 
t y p e  o f  successful 
business man and 
already his influence is 
evident. One of the 
chief charms of Lake 
Brady is the quiet, 
peaceful days between 
the crowded Sundays. 
Time to meditate and 
rest amid surroundings 

of great natural beauty. All of us look forward to Brady 
as a chance to revive ourselves after the more strenuous 
days at other camps.

L IL Y  D A LE  is perhaps better known to Spiritualists 
outside America than any of the other camps. Lily 
Dale is now fifty-two years old and still growing. Situated 
on a lovely lake in the mountains of Western New York 
State, Lily Dale is one of the most delightful places 
imaginable. Splendid hotels and scores of cottages 
afford comfort to thousands each season. To name the 
workers on the Lily Dale programme is to call the roll 
of all well-known speakers and mediums in America, 
with a liberal sprinkling of foreign talent. To cull a few 
at random from this year's programme :— William E. 
Hammond, Mary Ridpath-Mann, Ivan DeBray, Elizabeth 
Harlow-Goetz, E tta Bledsoe, M. E. Cadwallader, Dr. 
Henry Duncan McFarland, Mrs. Margaret Sanger, Thomas 
Grimshaw, and too many others to mention. Among 
the mediums featured this year will be found John 
Kelly, who is retained for the entire season, Bertie Lilly 
Phinney, Theresa Hayden, P. L. O. Keeler, Elizabeth 
Courtney, Lucille CUngan and George Cutter. Mr. 
Homer Sibley is platform manager, and injects into all 
public meetings a fine spirit. A famous orchestra, under 
the direction of Robert Carson, Musical Director at the 
University of Michigan, will provide music for the season. 
Lily Dale affords a brilliant social life as well as an oppor­
tunity for study and investigation.

The genius behind all of Lily Dale's varied activities 
is none other than Mrs. Esther C. Humphrey, one of the

T H E - R E V . A R T H U R J  F O R D
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really great leaders of the Cause in America. Mrs. 
Humphrey is a woman of great culture and wide sympathy. 
Younger workers are always given a chance by her, and 
many of the finest young mediums of to-day owe their 
recognition to her. She is free from the petty jealousy 
and political intrigue characteristic of many would-be 
leaders. Mrs. Humphrey will visit the World Congress 
at The Hague this fall, and I hope that my English friends 
will get to know her. She represents in American Spiritu­
alism the same ideals which make Mrs. St. Clair Stobart 
such an important figure in London.

So valuable are these camps that the New York Section 
of the A.S.P.R. will open this summer a camp in New 
Hampshire, where the critical investigation of psychic 
phenomena will be carried on under the direction of Miss 
Esta Barr. Among the mediums who will work for the 
S.P.R. Camp are several from the camps mentioned 
above.

Most of the camps are independent corporations. 
While they co-operate with the organised Spiritualist 
movement, they are free from official ties. Thus the 
programmes are framed with regard to all shades of

thought. The critical scientific investigator has a chance 
to be heard. The religious Spiritualist of every type i8 
present. Officials of the various organised groups are 
invited. The platforms are free, and if a man be honest 
and intelligent he may air his views, however much at 
variance they may be with another speaker on the 
programme.

The leaders of the camps show great wisdom in main- 
taining this broad platform, for thousands of people 
who are not affiliated with our movement, and have 
nothing whatever to do with the churches back home 
visit the camps. I am sure that each season the camps 
convert and send back many people who assume places 
of leadership in the local groups.

Briefly I have tried to picture an interesting phase of 
American Spiritualism. The happiest weeks of the 
year are those I spend in camp. There I greet old friends 
and meet workers whom otherwise I should seldom see. 
Most Spiritualists in my country plan to visit one or 
more of the camps each year. The familiar form of 
saying " goodbye ” in the States is : " S’long, see you 
in camp.”

The Spiritual Pilgrimage of a Country Rector.
B v  R O S A  M . B A R R E T T .

Something Beyond . By A. F. Webling. Cambridge 
University Press. 10/6.

A P A R T  from  th e  ab so rb in g in terest of this  
a cc o u n t of th e  sp iritu a l p ilgrim age of a  
sou l a th ir s t for b e a u ty  a n d  for tru th , th e  

c o n c lu d in g  ch a p te rs, w ith  th e  w riter's  frank  
a v o w a l th a t  th ro u g h  th e  g a te w a y  of P s y c h ic  
R esearch  h e h a s en tered  a  n ew  w orld, is enough  
to  arouse cu rio s ity  a n d  a w ish to  learn m ore  
a b o u t Mr. W e b lin g 's  life -sto ry. T h e  evid en ce  
of a n o th er life, h e w rites, n ow  “  so lid ly  based  
on a sce rta in e d  fa c t h as carried  co n v ictio n  and  
set m y  fe e t upon  a  ro c k .”  T h e  d em on strab le  
fa c t  "  th a t  m an  o u tliv e s  his b o d y ’s death , is 
of stu p e n d o u s im p o rt to  h u m a n ity .”

An intense thirst for knowledge, even in his early years, 
enabled the writer to overcome the handicaps of extreme 
poverty, little education, and indifferent health. He 
endured years of drudgery, loneliness and hardship, 
earning a bare living, devoting his evenings and every 
spare moment to study. Little wonder that his health 
gave way, for he had forgotten that the body also needed 
attention.

Fired with the idea that a clergyman's life offered a 
means of livelihood as well as the leisure he longed to 
have for reading and study, he joined preparatory classes, 
matriculated, and then began the necessary theological 
and other studies.

All his life he had occasional glimpses of Something 
Beyond ! Wordsworth gave him a message of hope 
during some of his darkest days. Or a church service, 
the thrill of music, the companionship of a Salvation Army 
man, or the reading of one of Spurgeon’s sermons—these 
at various times brought him into the realised Presence 
of God, with its accompanying sense of power and peace. 
The same sense of receiving power from something 
outside himself came to him at his ordination, when he 
knelt feeling utterly weak and dispirited, but as hands 
were laid on his head, he felt himself receiving power from 
on High. " This realised Presence of God . . . was
life's most precious gift.”

BEWILDERED BY CHURCH TENETS. 
Influenced largely by a devoted fellow curate, with 

whom he shared rooms, Mr. Webling became an ardent 
Anglo-Catholic, but so far his religion was more emotional 
than founded on strong or reasoned conviction. When 
he began to search for some foundation for his faith, 
reading works of a modern historical and critical kind, 
he became bewildered, and found that he could no longer 
reconcile the tenets of the Church or his traditional faith 
with this new knowledge, though he still held to the 
eternal truth and beauty of Christ's ethical teaching.

As the rector of a small country church he had more 
time for study than was possible in the many activities 
of the busy seaside town where he had been curate. 
” I learned,” he writes, ” that there is no such thing as 
utter finality in the results obtained in any branch of 
human effort and enquiry. The desire for such rounded 
and perfect completeness was to me a sign of that hunger 
for the Absolute, which appeared to be implanted in us, 
in order that we might never rest satisfied with limited 
and partial achievement.” But ” one of the triumphs 
of the critical method seemed to me to be the gradual 
emergence of a solid body of practically incontestable 
historical fact as to the main outlines of the life and

teaching of Jesus . . . and the revelation to my
soul of a Person of surpassing charm and attractiveness 
. . . and my whole being responded as to the authentic
voice of God.”

But, faced with death—deaths in his parish, the death 
of his former beloved fellow-curate in the mission field- 
other problems presented themselves. Has man an 
immortal soul ? The materialist says it is only a wish, 
a fantasy, while the confusing and contradictory accounts 
of Christ’s resurrection, given by the Apostles, seem to 
many as a mere fable. Longing for a " satisfactory 
conception of God's plan and purpose for the world . . 
based upon a foundation of observable fact,” he was 
unable to accept the orthodox Church's beliefs and could 
no longer regard any authority as infallible.

It was at this critical time, besieged by intellectual 
difficulties, unable to accept faith merely on some ipse 
dixit, that Psychical Science came into Mr. Webling’s 
life. For ten years he studied the subject closely, reading, 
experimenting, thinking, until he became more firmly con­
vinced than he had ever been by any theological or 
philosophic arguments, that this world is ” interpenetrated 
by another world, equally real, though normally invisible, 
and that the spirit of man possesses supernormal powers 
and is able to exist and function independently of the 
body.”

PROOF OF SURVIVAL.
The so-called miracles of the New Testament are not 

incredible or unique. ” Proof can be obtained as to the 
fact—which is, perhaps, of all facts the one of most vital 
importance to men—that he really is a spirit who survives 
the death of his material body. And this is the achieve­
ment of Psychical Research.” So the gulf between 
science and religion will be bridged and ” man made 
free of the spiritual universe.”

Contemporary evidence testifies to the ” supernormal 
character of events taking place to-day—not only hundreds 
of years ago.” So a foundation, through verifiable 
facts, was laid for a firmer faith and greater hope than he 
had ever held before.

A great part of religious teaching "is to show mankind 
how best to take its share in forwarding the purposes 
which lie behind the scheme of creation, and thereby 
to fit itself for further achievement in the world which 
is conjectured to lie beyond the grave.” The teaching 
of Jesus was of this kind. " He taught that the true 
service of God consisted in pure devotion to His will, 
manifesting itself principally in the service of man. 
One’s position in a future life depended on that.”

If any object to the triviality of some of the ways in 
which supernormal phenomena often manifest themselves, 
Mr. Webling asks could anything be more apparently 
trivial than the movement of a kettle lid by escaping 
steam ? Yet just as the one suggested undiscovered 
possibilities, so the other indicates " some power at work, 
the importance of which was not to be gauged by the 
trivial means through which it was manifested.”

" So I have entered a new world or perhaps I have 
rediscovered an old world in which dreams have come 
true.” “ All my life that other Country has lain close 
about me, though often undiscemed,” and the possibilities 
of that Unseen World opens " vistas for the future of 
the race, compared with which humanity’s past achieve­
ments are but the gleams that herald the dawn.”

No longer need we faintly hope, but -proofs can be 
obtained and verified that the scheme of life is nobly 
planned. Man was not made to die, but experience is 
garnered and a rich harvest awaits the ages of preparation 

Is not this a book well worth reading and re-reading ?
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The Passing of Percy E.
A  T R I B U T E  BY '

/?. P E R C Y  B E A R D ,  the F oun der o f  the London  
| S p ir itu a l M issio n  at Pem bridge P la ce, and one 

o f  the truly S p ir itu a l Leaders o f  L ondon S p iritu a lism , 
passed oh  to the larger life at his bungalow at B o xh ill 
on J u ly  ii, after a long and trying illness. D u rin g  
the last week he lay quite peaceful and tt’iffcoMi pain,  
and was conscious up to the last. H is  loss must 
seem irreparable to those closely associated with him,  
and this feelin g  is  fin e ly  reflected «* the follow ing  
tribute by "  H eather B  " , h is fr ie n d  fo r  twenty-three 
years.

IIT is with a very definite sense of our loss and 
I his gain that I pen these lines. I am not 

competent to speak of Mr. Percy Beard’s 
life’s-work for Spiritualism, but I can say a 
few words of appreciation as one who knew 
him for very many years, as one among the great 
number he, through his fine gift of mediumship, 
introduced to Spiritualism, also as one among 
his many real friends.

His mediumship was of a high order. He would never 
receive remuneration, and so was never a professional 
medium, but he used his gift freely to help any who came 
to him in grief or perplexity, and did so much in this way 
during the long years of tihe great war that he seriously 
undermined his health.

His love for and trust in his own true Guide "  Wolf " 
was beautiful; they were ideal co-workers. This Guide 
guarded his sensitive well, and kept the door of approach 
so carefully that none could use his medium, when in 
trance, without his permission and assistance.

The writer of this article was brought into touch with 
him many years ago, and through him met her own 
Guide in the Spiritual Spheres, and other Spiritual Helpers. 
The lofty teaching of these Radiant Ones quite changed 
her life. I t  was through these Guides that the little 
book called "  Counsel from the Heavenly Spheres '* was 
written, thanks to the kindness of Mr. Percy Beard in 
giving her weekly sittings until it was completed.*

He devoted his life to the work of the Spiritual Mission, 
and to the upkeep of the beloved little Temple, which 
was designed and built under his and his two brothers' 
direction, and was opened in October, 1912.

He was a man of many friends, but he had little 
patience with the trifler and insincere, or the selfish and 
worldly inquirer who sought to get into touch with the 
Spiritual World from unworthy motives. He brought 
his critical mind to bear on all psychic questions. The 
writer has never ceased to be grateful that she came into 
touch with Spiritualism through so wise and cautious a 
Sensitive.

SOME NOTES ON HIS CAREER.
We are indebted to another correspondent, 

intimately associated with Mr. Beard, for the 
following particulars of his life and work.

"  Percy Edward Beard was bom in 1867 and was 
therefore sixty-four years of age at the time of his passing.

“  He was a man of sound judgment, level-headedness, 
and wide charity. His psychic gifts and conscious 
association with wise and spiritual guides and helpers on 
the higher sphere of life gave him a fine equipment for 
the work he loved.

" As in many cases in the experience of the writer, his 
Mother was the first person in spirit-life to establish 
communion with him. She had passed to the Beyond 
many years before and was joyous in her communications 
with him and her other children, through the mediumship 
of Mrs. Fairclough Smith about 1902-3.

** At the instigation of the Mother, who was a saintly 
and beautiful character, loved by all who knew her, a 
small family circle was formed, and a few friends joined.

"  Before long a small hall was rented in George Street, 
Baker Street, lor Sunday services, and as this was soon 
found to be too small to accommodate those attending, 
the larger hall of the London Academy of Music, at Princes 
Street, Oxford Street, W., was rented for Sunday evening 
services, while the morning services were continued at 
George Street.

"  The next important development was the building 
o f ' The Temple' in Pombridgo Place, Bayswster, in 191a. 
Ihe site was secured, old buildings pulled down, and 
when the Temple was ready the property was vested in 
1 rustees and everything put on a proper business tooting 
Services were held here on Wednesday evenings, as well

*!be Bceidst 1# «  Mis tar Um bsestu at Uts Lnwtua lltwns
M if Hmbndfs rUum, W.a. Prk*, t /* {x»t ties.

i )  1 Vice-President of the London 
JD6 £ LrQ , Spiritual Mission.

* H E A T H E R  B .”

MR. PERCY E. BEARD.

as on Sundays, the movement growing and the member­
ship increasing all the time, Mr. Beard taking a very 
active part in every phase of the work of the Mission.

" As a result of his over-strenuous activities when a 
member of the London Stock Exchange, Mr. Beard’s 
health once broke down and he took a trip around the 
world. While on the Stock Exchange, he acted as 
Steward for the three Masonic charities for several years, 
and collected considerable sums of money for their 
charitable institutions, and a Provincial (Essex) Grand 
Lodge honour was bestowed upon him.

“ He had the esteem and love of a great many people. 
He comforted many a mourner by the indisputable 
evidence he was able to give of a fuller and continuous 
life beyond the divide; he gave faith and assurance to 
many a sceptic and doubter; and to all with whom he 
qame in touch a realisation of Spiritual Truth, free from 
creedal and dogmatic limitations, and a clearer under­
standing of the purpose of life here, and of the Father's 
love and provision for all, both here and hereafter. He 
and his helpers will, I am quite sure, continue their work 
in our Mission.”

s  »  »

IN LOVING MEMORY OF M. L.
I heard her voice,
As heavenly music from a distant sphere,
I knew she spake to me,
I felt her near.

I saw her face,
Illumined with spirit grace,
And still I knew her, and her smile could trace
In lineaments perfected, purified
From touch of earth, or nre of passion's pride.

And so I know the truth.
That she has come
To lead me upward to the dawn of light,
0  blessed friend I whose holy love 
Is strength, is might I

MONICA.
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Spiritualism and Organisation.
On the eve o f  the W orld  Congress to be held at The Hague  

next month we rep rin t the fo llow in g  leading article, 
which is as applicab le to the essential problem s o j to-day 
as i t  was on the day it  was written three years ago.

P I R IT U A L IS M  and organisation appear to 
be two things sadly incompatible. Spirit­
ualism flourishes in hearts and homes, in 

little communities, and in churches and temples 
where people of one mind, filled with enthusiasm 
for the New Revelation, the greatest light of the 
modern world, gather together. These form the 
heart and soul and strength of the movement, 
and they are fast spreading the truth of eternal 
life in every country in the world. The darkness 
of ecclesiasticism about the other world is already 
dispelled for ever.

But it seems to be no part of the genius of Spiritualism 
to flourish when bound by the fetters of organisation. 
Whenever it commits its affairs to the management of 
a central machine its energies are cramped, its spontaneity 
is lost, and its spirit is quenched.

At the annual Conference of the Spiritualists' National 
Union in London, in 1922, Mr. M. Beversluis, a good 
Dutch Spiritualist pastor, pressed the idea that it would 
be a beautiful thing to join all the Spiritualists in the 
world in one great International Federation. The idea 
was heartily supported by Dr. Warne of America, and was 
adopted. Office-bearers were appointed, and the first 
International Congress was arranged to be held in Belgium 
in the following year.

As the date for that Congress approached the announce­
ment was mad$ that it had been abandoned I It appeared 
that no arrangements had been made to meet its expenses ; 
the Belgian brethren, though willing, were unable 
themselves to bear the burden, depleted as they sadly were 
by the effects of the Great War, and the Congress would 
not have been held but for the readers of this Gazette who 
generously came forward and provided the whole costs. 
At that Congress some half-a-dozen nations were 
represented.

At Paris in 1923 the Congress was a much more brilliant 
event, owing greatly to the efforts of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, who has been President D’Honneur of all these 
Congresses, and of Monsieur Pascal Forthuny, whose 
genius brilliantly lit up the proceedings. But at that 
Congress the warping influence of the Federation machine 
began to be observed. The delegates from fifteen nations 
represented the machinery rather than the spirit of the 
movement. Ordinary members of Congress were excluded 
from any say in the election of officers for the next three 
years, or in its general business affairs, which were trans­
acted in private. They were even excluded from Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle's public lantern lecture I As we 
reported at the time :—" A multitude outside the hall 
of the Learned Societies stood clamouring for admission. 
The scene reminded us of the storming of the Bastille I 
Many ‘ members ' of Congress holding grey cards aloft were 
held back owing to the fact that someone had blundered, 
and given the order that after the hall was full, only 
‘ delegates' with blue tickets should be admitted. II 
was a case of preferring the machine to the movement I " 

At the London Congress, which has just been held, the 
same principle of official exclusiveness has been adhered 
to. Spiritualists as Spiritualists had no invitation or 
free entry to the meetings. They might become Members 
by paying 5s. or Associates by paying 10s. 6d,, but the 
business proper of the Federation was performed in 
seclusion, and what was done was "  wropt in mystery." 
A delegate from the Far East told us that everything was 
performed in cut and dried fashion with few words, as if 
it had been already arranged ; and that the new President 
was proposed, seconded and accepted, and the rest of the 
officials re-elected en bloc, without a chance of anyone 
being able to suggest any better selection I This was 
certainly no compliment of the Congress itself to the
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O U R  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C H R O N I C L E :
A MONTHLY RECORD OF SPIRITUALISTIC AND PSYCHIC HAPPENINGS THROUGHOUT 

THE W ORLD, W ITH  SOME PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS.

B y  M O N S IE U R  P A S C A L  F O R T H U N Y .
( This Chronicle is Written in French, and ie Translated into English by the E d itor.)

p e rs o n a l IRecollections.
THE HAUNTED CASTLE.

1W AS dining the other day at the house of a 
_ l Dame of Honour of a great Queen (in exile), 
and had the honour of meeting at table a 

Princess who bears one of the most beautiful names 
of France. I cannot tell how it came about that 
we were soon talking of ghosts ! And the Princess 
said to me almost at once,

" Monsieur Forthuny, I wish you would come some 
day soon to my chateau, and make an effort to free it 
from mysterious and vexatious visitors, who are constantly 
upsetting my household.” I said I would be willing to 
try, and consented to make this curious visit in two 
weeks time. Perhaps, if I obtain permission, I will 
speak of it here.

But meantime I will tell what happened at the dinner 
of the Dame of Honour. The Princess seemed disposed 
to give me some details about the phenomena that occur 
in her chateau, but I begged her to tell me nothing until 
I had given her the impressions which came into my 
mind at that moment. This was our dialogue :—

" Madame, has there ever lived in your castle, a strange 
man who gave himself up to the practice of sorcery ? ”

“ Yes, but a long time ago.”
” He worked in a room, high up, near the summit of 

the chateau ? ”
“ Yes, near the great tower.”
*' He had a collaborator, who was an artist ? ”
" Perfectly true; his assistant occupied himself with 

painting.”
"  You have questioned ‘ the table' to try to find out 

«ho is the disturbing spirit in your house ? ”
| Yes.”
” He refused to give his name ? "
1 That is so.”
” But he told you that there was a body buried in the 

park, near the left wing of the castle ? ”
"  That is exact. He said, indeed, these very words, 

I near the left wing
** Very well, madame, we are going to see that.”
And so, very soon, I am going to pass a whole night 

in this historic residence in order to hear the ghost 
perambulating in the galleries, while inexplicable lights 
are flitting around 1 The Princess said she was surprised 
at my giving her such precise details before I knew 
anything of the circumstances.

TWO STORIES OF SERVANTS.
Now I  will speak of more humble persons, to 

one of whom I  made a prophecy and to the other 
I gave clairvoyance.

MY FUTURE COOK I
Five or six years ago, I  addressed some 1,500 persons 

in a large hall at Lyons, where a Spiritualist conference 
was being held. And thereafter I gave demonstrations 
of clairvoyance to persons in the audience. The meeting 
was nearly over, I was very tired, and about to finish my 
work when I saw in a corner a woman to whom I felt 
I had something useful to say. I  walked between the 
rows of chairs until 1 reached her, and taking her hand, 
said I—

I  You will not remain long in Lyons. In 1929-30 you 
will separate from your husband. You will divorce turn. 
You will go to Paris and seek service as a domestic. After 
two unsuccessful attempts you will secure a situation as 
cook in the house of an occultist living not far from Paris.”  

The woman was a little hurt and angry. She told me I 
was dreaming, that she loved her husband, that she 
had never been a servant, and that she would never 
become one. Thereupon I  bowed to the audience, left 
Lyons immediately, and forgot the a ffa ir .

In January, 1931, Madame Forthuny engaged a new 
cook at a servants' registry in Paris. When the woman 
arrived with her luggage I happened to be in the garden, 
and as soon as she caught sight o f me she cried, "  Oh, 
Monsieur Forthuny i ”  I  was astonished. I  did not 
know this person, yet she seemed to know me. I  asked 
her, “  Where have you seen me ? ”  She held up her arms 
to heaven and said ;— ”  Where have I  seen you I A t

Lyons, of course, a long time ago, at the Spiritualist 
conference, where you announced to me that I would 
divorce my husband. I have, in fact, done so. You 
added that I would go to Paris. I  «have come. You 
foresaw that I would enter into service in the house of 
an occultist, not far from Paris, and here I am, the cook 
of Madame Forthuny, who lives 24 kilometres (15 miles) 
from Paris, at Montmorency I ”

I did not recognise this woman, but I remembered 
having said all that at Lyons. And that is how my 
prophecy, which seemed so improbable, was realised, 
in a manner quite amusing, in my own house I

THE BROKEN LEG.
After a few months this Lyonnaise had to leave our 

service owing to illness. Another domestic took her 
place. Now, this second woman said the other morning 
to Madame Forthuny, ”  Madame, will you give me two 
days’ leave ? I t  is a long time since I saw a very old 
friend who is a servant in the country. I would be so 
pleased to be able to visit her.”  This request, at once 
accorded, was made in my presence, and I said to the 
woman— I hardly know why— ” Go ; have a pleasant 
journey; but do not fail to tell your friend that she 
must pay great attention to her right leg, for if it is not 
actually broken, some miserable mishap may happen to 
it.”

Our servant smiled ; she did not believe me, and 
thought I was joking. When she returned from her 
visit, however, she told us a sad story. On arriving at 
her friend’s place she found her in bed covered with 
bandages from head to foot. Three days before this poor 
woman had been knocked down in the road by a motor­
cycle. She had concussion in the head, her right arm 
had been cruelly crushed, and as for her right leg it was 
a mass of wounds and had been very badly sprained. 
Our servant wept as she told us of this calamity to her 
old friend, and looking at me with a sort of fright on her 
countenance, she said, "  Monsieur is a sorcerer, then ? ”

A  VALISE W E LL  FILLED.
In  S e p te m b e r , 19 3 0 , fe e lin g  te r r ib ly  e x h a u s te d ,  

I  w e n t fo r  a  fe w  w e e k s  re st to  th e  d e lig h tfu l  
v illa g e  o f A in h o a , clo se  to  th e  P y r e n e e s .

I  had promised myself that I should do no work at all 
during this holiday, so when I  packed my valise I  put 
in the minimum of necessary clothes and merely added 
(1) five small engravings with which I  intended to decorate 
my room in the hotel; (2) a copy of the book "  Con­
cerning the Knowledge of God," by the orator Bossuet 
(1627-1704) ; (3) another book, dated 1706, relative to 
a religious mission sent to Morocco to buy back Christian 
slaves; and, finally (4) a magazine containing a long 
article on the life of negroes in New York and other great 
American cities.

On the second evening after my arrival at Ainhoa, I 
made the acquaintance of two American artists who had 
come to paint some of the beautiful landscapes of this 
region. Their conversation was interesting, and a 
moment came when one of these gentlemen said to me, 
”  Two months ago there was published in the Revue de 
P a r is  a very curious article on the negroes who inhabit 
my country. I t  is very necessary that I  should procure 
it.”  I  said nothing; I  simply went to my room and 
returned with the copy of this Revue he wanted, which I  
had slipped into my valise in order to read this very 
article on the negroes during my holiday. The American 
was greatly astonished when he saw me place on the 
table in front of him, the publication he so greatly desired 
to read I

That is only the beginning of the story of my valise I 
Next day his companion told me that he had brought 
instruments and materials for engraving, and that in 
making an attempt at that art he would like much to 
begin by copying some engravings representing old 
historical buildings and scenes. Again I  said nothing, 
but walked to my room and brought to him the five 
engravings from my wonderful valise I They wero :—  
(1) a view of the Hotel de Sens, at Paris; (2) a view of 
the Hotel de Jacques Coeur, at Uourges; (3) a view of 
the Capitol of Toulouse; (4) a lireton C a lvary ; and 
(5) a view of the ramparts of Rothenburg, in Germany.
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My American friend could not have been better served. 
He also was greatly surprised !

That same evening, there arrived at the hotel a young 
lady, a licenciée es lettres, who after dinner joined in 
our conversation. She told us she was especially 
interested in Islamism, and was studying in particular 
the Moroccan dynasties and their relations with the 
Christian missionaries of the 18th century. Again I 
quietly retreated to my room and brought the literary 
lady my book on the missions to Morocco, a volume very 
rare, which she read entirely during her stay, and for which 
she was very grateful, for she said she had learnt many 
things in it which were quite new to her.

Finally, two days later, I met the worthy cure of the 
village in the street. He saluted me and I responded ; 
we talked, and he soon told me that he was greatly vexed 
because on the following Sunday he intended to preach 
a sermon in his church on The Knowledge of God, and 
that his sermon would be perfect if he were able to quote 
a certain passage from Bossuet’s work, " D e la Connais­
sance de D ie u .”  He believed he had this book in his 
library but had been unable to find it. Then I said to 
him, “ My friend, be tranquil, I have a copy of the work 
in my valise I ” The cure was delighted. I confided 
to him my Bossuet, and on Sunday morning he preached 
a very beautiful sermon, in which he cited the eloquent 
passage he found in my book so opportunely brought to 
Ainhoa !

And that was all. Simply four remarkable coincidences. 
Four things slipped in my valise, by mere chance as it 
seemed, and all required by my chance friends 1 No one 
asked for anything else but what I had brought. Surely 
before I left home I had been inspired by good guides to 
put in my valise only such documents as would be really 
useful to the unknown people I would meet in the 
precincts of the Pyrenees !

P. F.

(E bron itk .
THE EFFECTS OF FASTING AND FATIGUE.

In my June Chronicle I wrote about some 
curious effects on my mediumship of fasting and 
fatigue— the former hindered it and the latter 
accentuated it. I  asked for the experience of 
other mediums, and Mrs. Violet Croxford, of 
Kentish Town, London, kindly writes me :—

“ As you are inviting letters from mediums and 
clairvoyants in all parts of the world, and presuming 
that a letter from one of the * lesser lights' in the 
Spiritualist Movement would be welcome, I am writing 
my answer to your two questions :—

"  (i) ‘ Does your clairvoyant mediumship function 
better when you are fasting, or immediately after a 
meal ? *

"  In my own case I find it functions better after a meal— 
a moderate meal—taken at least two hours before I 
have to demonstrate. Many years ago I found that 
clairvoyance was a laboured and painful condition, and 
was always followed by physical exhaustion, if exercised 
while fa stin g . I also find that if I drink a cup of tea 
just before a demonstration of clairvoyance it certainly 
has a stimulating effect, and on the other hand if I drink 
tea or coffee after psychic work that is followed by a 
restless night and a depleted condition next day.

“ (2) ' How does fatigue affect your clairvoyant
mediumship ? '

" In my own case, fatigue, either mental or physical, 
does not affect it at all, providing I am allowed to have 
ten or fifteen minutes absolute silence and quiet before 
a meeting. I find constant talking by others will do 
more to destroy conditions for success than my own 
fatigue. Absolute quietness is an essential condition. 
This does not mean that one is moody, but to have to 
listen to another person talking will nearly reduce me to 
a state of collapse, and it does greatly affect the quality 
of my work.

“ Unfortunately it so often happens that no provision 
is made at meetings for securing absolute quiet, and 
in many instances misinformed people think it their 
duty to inform a worker about all the petty disorders 
in connection with their church or society while the 
worker is waiting for the meeting to commence. This 
has been my misfortune more than once, and I have 
marvelled that any good work was done when this 
happened."

I heartily thank Mrs. Croxford for this instructive 
reply which should not only be helpful to other mediums, 
but give a useful hint to chairmen of meetings to properly 
prepare the audiences to do their part in supplying the 
right conditions for successful work.

AN  ANNAMITE SORCERER.
At the great Colonial Exhibition which i 

present attracting crowds to Paris, I intend %
«  “  mommor. »» A____a native “  magician ”  from Annam.

Near a pagoda he often evokes spirits on a
three^ 0 ♦-.kir’w

«Mplatform. His consultants sit around a 
table. The Annamite holds the edge of the table 
his right hand, while in his left there is a lighted 
stick which bums slowly. There is silence, then rodo»? 
of the table, then clients ask questions which are ann̂ y 
by means of raps. This custom is not confined to n 
West, but is common to many countries. Sometimeg»! 
table has a moving surface, at other times it rests op¿? 
down on a large vase full of water, with the feet fc¡ ^ 
air. In the latter case three persons hold the feet, vj™ 
soon drags them round with a quick movement.

At other times the magician has his eyes bandage 
and is surrounded by his assistants who dance and cL 
their hands and call upon the dead. He falls into traac* 
and begins to speak in French. He claims to be control 
by a European spirit. The medium’s French is correct 
under control, though he speaks it badly when awake 
He is awakened by having a dish of water dashed in {¡j5 
face 1

The Annamites claim that their mediums incarnate 
also the souls of animals, especially monkeys. Wheg 
they go to sleep, they rise up, run, pursue the peno* 
near, bound, and climb with monkey-like agility into the 
trees. This stupid exercise is dangerous, for the mat- 
monkey can bite very cruelly those he can catch hold 
of. !

There are seances during which the mediums claim 
to receive spirits on the tips of an outspread fan, Daring 
my interview this Annamite medium, though primitm 
and uninstructed, began to improvise poems and sonp 
which were admirable in their imaginative richness and 
in their beautiful literary diction.

A  FRENCH POET’S PROPHECY. 
Edmond Rostand, the French poet and the 

famous author of Cyrano de Bergerac and Aiglon, 
was a great patriot, and during the war be 
prayed ardently for the success of the allied 
arms. One day he wrote this short poem :—

Je ne veux que vo ir la Victoire,
N e  me demandez pas : "  Apres ? r  
A pres ? Je veux bien la n u it noire 
E t le sommeil sous les cyprès,
Je  n ’a i p lus de jo ie  à poursuivre,
E l  je  n 'a i plus rien  a souffrir,
Va incu , je  ne pourra is  plus vivre,
E t, vainqueur, on pourra  m ou rir !

Now when Armistice Day arrived, Edmond Rostand 
transported with joy, spent the whole day in the street 
of Paris enjoying the delight and lightheartedness | 
the crowds. As a result of his fatigue and a cold caught 
on that day he became ill and soon his condition became 
serious and he died. As he had predicted in his poem, 
after celebrating victory, he was immediately sleeping 
under the cypress trees, having no longer any joy to se& 
having nothing further to suffer, and willing to die sine* 
his country had conquered.

BLIND CLAIRVOYANTS IN CHINA.
The Chinese Government has just promulgated 

a new law, of which I have received the text.
From this I learn that blind people in China will 8® 

longer have the right to earn a living by mean* * 
divination. Ancient usage gave them permission 
many of these unfortunate people were believed by tb*** 
clients to have excellent gifts of clairvoyance. The 
law puts an end to this freedom for these poor senate* 
deprived of sight, and they are to be pitied for hencefort* 
it will be very difficult for them to gain the wherewhitb»̂  
live. It is estimated that there are 2,000,000 
people in China.

biilft

“  GUERCOEUR.”
It is with pleasure that I draw the attend 

of all Spiritualists to "  Guercoeur," a masterp^ 
of contemporary music which has just b#8 
produced at the Paris Opera.

It is a splendid musical monument erected to the 
of our ideas. Its author was Alberic Magnard. J 
French composer, who, during the battle of the ip i  
fired through the windows of his country houee on 
soldiers who entered his garden. His hou** ^ 
immediately set on fire and as it collapsed it burt*'vii 
heroic musician in the ruins, along with his insf1*** 
artistic collections.

Aug05**
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Here is a rapid summary of his " Guercoeur ” :—
F irst A ct.— -Guercoeur, in the Other World for two 

years and surrounded by the Spirits of Truth, Goodness, 
and Beauty, sighs for the earth where he was a benevolent 
prince, and for his right loyal wife, Gisèle, whom he had 
left behind. He knows that all terrestrial joys are 
perishable, but he wishes them still. The .Spirit of Truth 
therefore restores to him his human form and he descends 
to earth, conducted by the Spirit of Suffering.

Second A c t.—The prince awakes in a forest. From a 
distance he sees the city where he reigned. He calls for 
Gisèle, whom he loved, but, alas, she has not been faithful 
to his memory. She has forgotten him and loves Hurtal, 
who has the character of a tyrant. He wants to be king 
and then she will be queen. Guercoeur goes to the palace, 
enters the apartments of his spouse, whose crime he does 
not yet know. He learns the truth. Hurtal arrives and 
sees, as he supposes, a ghost. Then Guercoeur, overcome 
by his betrayal, goes to speak to the people, who stone 
him, for they prefer force to sane reason.

T hird  A c t.—Guercoeur, assassinated, returns to the 
Other World, his eternal home, and bows before the 
Truth. She leads him in the midst of the flowers of 
heaven and he resumes his life there. He no longer 
regrets his terrestrial interests. He has become once 
more a Spirit, and now from the Spheres he will work 
in order that Truth may reign in the world.

Verily, this is a work of pure idealism, of luminous 
Spiritualism. The French public have received it with 
great respect. The music has a sustained loftiness. 
Alberic Magnard was an ardent Spiritualist, and he has 
here left behind a creation splendidly inspired. I t  is a 
sort of prodigy that in our time so very materialistic 
Guercoeur should have been welcomed by the critics and 
the playgoers as a veritable chef-d'oeuvre.

While listening to this opera in the box of Madame 
Magnard, I  told the widow of the great composer that 
I would speak of Guercoeur to the English-speaking 
Spiritualists throughout the world. And here I fulfil 
my promise.

POPULAR BELIEFS IN POLAND.
In the country districts of Poland many 

people believe in the existence of a devil, named 
f Bonita, who lives near the town of Leczyia.

There are also devils who infest the roads and mislead 
travellers. Others whisper evil thoughts in the ear, 
hold traffic with the sorcerers at Lysa Gota, "  the bald 
mountain,*’ teach merchants dishonest tricks, and make 
the peasants drink and quarrel, sometimes driving them 
to suicide.

There is also a belief that German devils come to 
quarrel with those of Poland, but the former are always 
beaten by the others.

These details are narrated by Senator Lubienski in 
L e  L orrain.

CRYSTAL VISION AMONG THE MUSSULMANS.
M. C. de Vesme has a highly instructive article 

under this title in the Revue Metapsychique for 
June.

He says that crystal gazing was used throughout 
antiquity and cites among the most celebrated adepts. 
Dr. Dee (1527-1607), the famous English astrologer, 
who foretold the plague and fire of London. Among 
other books on the subject he refers to the following :—  
"  An Account of the manners and customs of the Modem 
Egyptians ”  (Lane, 1834) ; the Quarterly Review  (July, 
1837), an unsigned article believed to be by the diplomat 
Lord Prudhoe ■ and the R evue de D e u x  M ondes (August, 
1833)—an article by Count Leon de La borde. The Count 
speaks of a Mussulman medium, Abd -el- Kader-el- 
Moghrebi, who looking into a pool of ink had a prophetic 
vision of Lord Nelson, with one empty sleeve fastened on 
the breast of his naval uniform. An Englishman present 
asked for a description of his own dead father and it was 
BI once given to perfection. This medium could see 
Jiving persons at a distance, and others among his country­
men had visions by the aid of precious stones.

THE SPIRITUALISM OF MUSSOLINI.
The review L ’Araldo di Luce publishes the 

following expressions uttered by the great Italian 
statesman :—

I There is a kingdom of mystery we are not permitted 
to understand, which science can never explain. The 
huBan spirit can never go beyond a certain enigmatic 
asm , because cm this frontier wail is written : ' God I 
Md at this spot ceases the domain of man.'

We have neither measured, classified, defined, isolated, 
•‘t  touched, what Spirit is. We see in it energy, force,

action, and that is all we see. It  is a divine power. 
God is Spirit, and those who adore Him must discern 
Him in spirit and in truth. And how can He be conceived 
except by recognising Him and feeling His presence in the 
faculties divinely conferred on the human soul, which 
are little distinct from what is mortal and material in 
us, and yet control our whole being.

“  The truly great gestures of men are more than human ; 
they are the work of an invisible power. When men 
accomplish the impossible, it is a proof of their faculties 
of divine origin.

"  The Spirit accomplishes prodigies daily in illuminating 
the path of humanity, and in opening new paths to the 
acquisition of Truth.”

PETITES NOUVELLES.
Focus is the name of a new South African journal, 

the organ of the Psychical Research Group at Johannes­
burg. Mr. T. A. R. Purchas, the President, is assisting 
in the editorship.

At Pompeii, a rhabdomancer was working with his 
divining-rod at a ruined building, which had fallen in. 
He said to the workmen, ”  Dig here, and you will find 
a treasure.”  They dug and the treasure was unearthed.

A t Castronuovo, Sicily, Antonio Conti, a peasant, was 
praying before the Madonna when he saw tears streaming 
from the eyes of the statue. The phenomenon lasted for 
thirty minutes, and was witnessed by villagers and clergy 
who hastened to see it as soon as the strange circumstance 
was noised abroad.

The Tenth Astrological Congress in Germany will 
take place at Weisbaden from the 8th to the 12th 
September.

The death is announced in Italy of Guido Fiocca-Novi, a 
fervent believer in the after-life, who experimented for 
many years with Eusapio Paladino. Also of a well-known 
poetress, Annetta Boneschi-Ceccoli, who was keenly 
interested in Spiritualism and spoke very eloquently at 
circles in Milan.

M. Emilio Servadio has an article in Luce e Ombra on 
the disaccord created between the English S.P.R. and 
myself by Theodore Besterman, and I  thank the author 
for narrating the details of some of my successful 
experiments at Tavistock Square.

Pavlina Marfuggi, 41 years of age, fell asleep at Naples 
while she prayed, and dreamt that she saw the heart of 
Jesus shining before her. She was awakened by a sharp 
pain in the palms of her hands and screamed. Her sons 
hurried to see what was the matter and found very 
visible stigmatisms of the crucifixion on their mother's 
palms. Their house has ever since been a scene of 
pilgrimage. P. F.

N o t e .— Communications for our Continental Editor 
should be addressed to Monsieur Pascal Forthuny, 
10 Avenue Frédéric Forthuny, Soisy-sous-Montmorency, 
France.

!fi s

SIR OLIVER LODGE TALKS W ITH “  POWER.”
On hearing that Mrs. Meurig Morris had 

accepted an invitation to visit Erlestoke Park, 
Wiltshire, on Wednesday, July 22, Sir Oliver 
Lodge expressed a strong desire to meet her, and 
motored over from his residence, Lake, Salisbury, 
in the morning.

Sir Oliver was met on arrival by the Rev. J. W. Potter, 
the Rev. A. F. Webling, Dr. W. C. Minifie, the Rev. 
Dr. Lamond, and Mr. Lawrence Cowen. On being 
introduced to Mrs. Morris Sir Oliver expressed his pleasure 
at the meeting, and asked if he might have a talk in 
private with “  Power,”  her famous control.

Mrs. Morris willingly complied, and for over an hour 
Sir Oliver and "  Power ”  were engaged in a heart to heart 
discussion of questions of science, theology, and 
Spiritualism. Sir Oliver took notes during its progress. 
Mr. Lawrence Cowen was the only other person present 
at the seance.

Sir Oliver afterwards lunched with the party and 
thanked Mrs. Meurig Morris in his most courtly way for 
the great pleasure of their interview. He followed this 
up next day by sending her his autographed photograph.

On the same evening Mrs. Morris, or rather “  Power,”  
addressed some' 2,000 people at the Winter Gardens, 
Bournemouth, on ”  Man and the Universe,”  holding the 
audience spellbound for nearly an hour. Mr. Frank 
Blake, resident pastor of Bournemouth Spiritualist 
Church, presided and announced that all the Spiritualist 
churches of the town had co-operated in arranging that 
magnificent meeting. At the close Mrs. Meurig Morris 
was presented with a beautiful bouquet of flowers.
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Some Gleanings from Conan Doyle Communications
M R . W . R . B R A D B R O O K ,  H o n o r a r y  

S e c r e ta r y  o f t h e  C o n a n  D o y le  M em o ria l  

F u n d , w r ite s  u s, a s  fo llo w s  :—
From mediumistic communications purporting to 

come from Sir Arthur, and which have the ring of truth, 
I have culled the following expressions

“  PERSONALITIES ARE AS DUST/*
"  An energetic and forceful personality of independent 

character, keen sympathy, and fighting spirit can carry 
one a long way in the earth life, especially when directed 
to humanitarian and altruistic objectives. But still finer, 
more powerful and more far-reaching effects can be 
achieved from the higher mental and spiritual spheres 
by inspiring the inmost thoughts of those upon whom so 
much depends at this period of world-crisis with the fact 
that personalities are as dust in the wind in face of the 
mighty forces that are sweeping with drastic but cleansing 
effect through all human institutions.

FOUR SPIRITUALIST IDEALS.
"  Social, industrial and religious systems are 

experiencing this disturbing element, and Spiritualism 
will be no exception. In fact, by reason of its importance 
it may experience the greater chastening and winnowing 
o f much that is futile. Of the more physical experiences, 
o f which the antipodean, Nicaraguan and Atlantic seismic 
disturbances are the already foretold preliminaries little 
need be said, apart from the fact that the warnings still 
are given with persistent emphasis. These are accom­
panied by urgent exhortations ( i )  to spread the glorious 
truth o f Surviva l; (2) the necessity of realising the ideals 
of universal brotherhood, whilst recognising the limitations 
o f various degrees of racial development; (3) the
recognition of the love of God through all the changing 
scenes of l i f e ; and (4) the redeeming power of love, 
human and divine.

“  THE FLOWER OF LOVE,”
“  The power o f man-to-man service, irrespective of 

creed or colour, race or religion, is greater than the power 
of either purse or Press. Much can be done to inculcate 
a more accurate knowledge and wider use of psychic 
faculties. Mediumship in its best and highest form can 
be developed only from the other side o f life. Under 
suitable conditions and congenial environment man may 
cultivate a queenly rose from a common bramble, but 
the germ of that * Flower o f Love,' with all its fragrance, 
must be of divine implantation.

" Spirituality in mediumship. like a flawless diamond 
is of slow formation, and is to be found more partkukrt 
in those who ' out of great tribulation ’ have rfaSfo 
their vision and acquired the gift of wiping the tear 
from many eyes. 1

AFTER-DEATH CONDITIONS.
”  One of the earliest and most arresting phenomen 

of the after-death conditions of life has been found ¡J 
the power and persistence of Thought. I see so dearly 
now, not as through a glass darkly, but as face to face 
Most of all, I see myself. I find it is not men's action̂  
alone that count, but men’s thoughts. This is a world 
of thoughts— an internal state rather than an external 
condition of life.

"  On the earth-plane one has to distinguish between 
fragmentary astral memories and the communications 
of the man himself. On the spirit side a man has to free 
himself from the astral influence and acquire that complete 
mental control and sense of spiritual values that enables 
him to enter a fuller realisation of his own nature, thereby 
sensing the impersonal consciousness of the Creative 
Essence called God.

** One of the first things a man is faced with upon his 
escape from earth-life is a world of his own thought 
This is not always pleasant, but God is Love, Wisdom 
and Justice. I would not have it otherwise. Person*] 
responsibility and the redemptive power of love—human 
ana divine !—such is the great lesson I have learned 
and I pass it on to you all 1 No man lives or dies apart 
from God— Christ— Love— call it what you will. I see 
the great need— The M aster l  ”

MR. BRAD BROOK’S COMMENT.
Mr. Brad brook says in conclusion that he has found 

a great deal of misapprehension as to Sir Arthur's personal 
views of religion, Dut that his life-work and character 
were certainly a living exposition of a fine mental con­
ception of the Christ-life, and this would appear now to 
have been further illumined by deep spiritual experience.

He adds, "  that a great effort on behalf of the human 
race being organised by the angelic hierarchy is 
becoming more and more apparent. That it is urgenth 
needed is even more obvious. That Sir Arthur, S 
common with numberless other doughty champions, W? 
undoubtedly throw himself into this Christ-led Crusadt 
with the Cross-hilted sword of Faith and Truth is well 
assured. The thoughts and prayers of all true Spiritualist  ̂
will be concentrated on the pregnant petition 1 Thy 
Kingdom Come 1 * ”

Letters to the Editor.
AN  EXPLANATION OF " T H E  RIDDLE.”

Camberne.
Sir,— Mr. F. G. Whitbread, of Meerut, India, is con­

cerned about a problem that was discussed thousands 
o f years ago in that fine literary work the Book of Job.

The answer is not difficult. The obvious fact is that 
this world is governed by law, and no matter how fine 
a man’s soul may be if his physical body is defective he 
cannot inhabit it, for God does not set aside natural 
laws. These laws are absolutely essential to the proper 
running of the world and must be maintained. The men 
on whom the tower of Siloam fell were no worse than 
other men, but they happened to be there when it fell 
in obedience to natural law, and had the best man that 
ever lived been with them he too would have perished.

The most magnificent souls that ever inhabited human 
bodies have been martyred and mangled most fearfully 
by their fellow men.

The Great W ar was hell let loose. God did not abrogate 
his eternal laws by special intervention so far as human 
minds can see. His method is that man shall work out 
his own salvation and be a man, not a puling infant.

Were thia life the only one this earth would be very 
much a chamber o f horrors to at least fifty  per cent of 
its inhabitants, but given a next life, for which it  is a 
preparation, it  is no doubt the very finest school that 
could be devised to produce strong souls, well disciplined 
and prepared for a life where such qualities are essential, 
and where men tried in the fire are needed to carry on 
work of a higher order.

The removal o f the best o f men from this earth is not 
a matter that counts for much in a temporary training 
school. There are always others able to do what is 
needed, and this life is only a passing show, though very 
important indeed as a schooling place. W e must trust 
the Captain o f the Ship I— Yours, etc.,

W . J. FARM ER.

«  POINTS FOR DISCUSSION."
Pontypridd.

Sir,— Your correspondent, Mr. W. J. Farmer, reflect] 
a state o f mind through which he will eventually pass 
He cannot believe spirits come back who are not aware 
they are dead. The study of human personality is 
probably deeper than he now realises. Spirits chia 
there are many who are quite unaware of the great change 
at first, while the “  earth bound," or some at least, may 
live for centuries in semi-darkness.

This is some of the “  real information ’’ spirits give, 
which is, admittedly, hard to accept. As they are fairly 
unanimous on this point, and as we are unable to disprove 
it, those who leave the Movement because they cannot 
accept this as truth may well be the losers.

Does Mr. Farmer know in his clearest dreams that he 
is only dreaming ? This also is a “  tremendous change" 
from his waking state, yet he is quite unaware of it at 
the time.

I  do not approve of long trance addresses, yet these do 
not all come from the subconscious mind of the speakers 
I f  so the speakers or mediums could only give such facts 
as are known to them. Of course the reverse is often the 
case.

Mr. Farmer takes exception to spirits teaching reincar­
nation, and other spirits denying it. Quite right Tima 
will alter this. No doubt the very far advanced soefe 
are in agreement on this point. W. T. Stead seem* 
clear and consistent in “  The Blue Island ”  on this point 
He says, “  Those who desire to reincarnate can do » "  
”  Lady Nona,”  an Egyptian o f over three thousand 
years in spirit, says, ”  In  rare cases it is done, in ord* 
that the spirit may do some special work on earth 
This is probably the truth. A t least it  seems feasible.

There are messages denying this, purporting to com* 
from spirits. I  take it  they are from less evolved soak 
or in some cases, from the subconscious learning of th* 
medium. O f course, if Mr. Farmer knows better—hat 
there 1 what is truth ? Usually, Kkn the reincarnate* 
theory and the opposite, it lies between two extremes " 
Yours, etc., D, (X &
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“ They Neither Marry Nor are Given in Marriage.’ ’
M A R R IA G E  C E R E M O N IA L  IN  T H E  SPH ERES.

B y  R . H. SA U N D E R S.

FH R O M  w h a t w e un derstan d on earth b y  the  
| term  "  M arriage,”  and th e im plications con­

v e y e d  b y  th e  cerem ony, th e w ords of Scripture  
at th e h ead  of th is article are, of course, true.

Y e t  there is a real m arriage in the Spheres far 
tran scen din g in solem n ity and im portance an y  
union con tracted  on earth ; it is a  union for all 
etern ity.

O n ce th e  lin k is form ed n oth in g can per­
m an en tly  sever it ; th e tw o  souls are literally  
one in h arm on iou s v ib ratio n , each m ain tain in g  
his and her in d iv id u a lity , and, alth o u gh  separation  
is possible in th e  case of a new  incarnation for 
one or th e  oth er, th e  tw o  souls m ust u ltim a te ly  
and in e v ita b ly  com e to geth er.

It is a  L a w  of th e  Spheres, an d  e v e r y  soul a t  
some period m u st com e under its  operation, and  
observe th e  s ta te ly  rites in con n ection  w ith  
the cerem on y. I t  m a y  h ap p en  sh o rtly  after  
the soul en ters th e  Spheres, or it m a y  n o t occur  
for th o u san d s of ye a rs, as w e u n d erstan d  tim e, 
and it m a y  b e w e m u st w a it for an unborn soul 
to join a  h u m a n  b o d y  in som e d ista n t age, and  
accom plish its  d e s tin y  b y  p assin g in du e course  
through th e  ph ase of e a r th ly  dissolu tion.

All those who have had platform experience are 
confronted at meetings by the question (intended as a 

poser ”) : " I f  a man marries two or more wives, 
which is his wife in the Spheres ? ” The same question 
by which the Sadducees sought to entrap Christ— and 
we know His answer.

It is immaterial how many wives a man has, or a 
woman husbands, there can only be one real partner, 
and this may not be necessarily any of those with whom 
they are associated on earth.

GEORGE R. SIMS PUZZLED.
My old friend, George R. Sims, was greatly exercised 

by this question of the second wife, and on one occasion 
wrote me as follows :—

” To me it is a bit of a puzzle. I understand from 
what you tell me that Lady A. is perfectly cognisant 
of what is going on below. She therefore sees her 
husband constantly going about with the woman who 
has taken her place. It takes a lot of thinking out!

“ You remember the wonderful poem by Adelaide 
Proctor, ' Paradise and the Peri.' The woman had 
permission to come back, and see her husband, and 
found him walking lovingly in the garden with a second 
wife. For the privilege she had agreed to remain a 
thousand years in purgatory. When she got back the 
Angel said to her that in that one short moment of 
anguish all the thousand years had passed.”

We make allowances for poets, and if they do not 
conform themselves strictly to facts we pardon the lapse 
from truth with the plea of poetical licence. But the 
poet's conception of the attitude of spirits in this matter is 
so utterly opposed to the truth, that the strikingly beauti­
ful idea of a moment's anguish wiping out a thousand years 
of misery must be relegated to the realm of poetic fancy.

There is no anguish— nothing of the kind— there is 
not even the slightest feeling of jealousy. Many times I 
have heard spirits express themselves as delighted to 
find the wife, or the husband, contemplating a new union. 
On one occasion a sitter at Mrs. Wnedt's seance said to 
his spirit wife, " You know what is in my thoughts, 
dear ? " I  do,” replied the spirit, " and it has my 
complete sanction. There is no such thing as jealousy 
here, and if it gives you happiness to many again, then 
what makes for happiness for you brings joy to us. I 
want to see you happy, and I know the lady will prove a 
good mother to our children.''

That wonderful Law of Affinity is the governing factor 
always, and until there is real union in this mysterious 
spiritual *' vibration ” called Affinity, there can be no 
true marriage. We know there is neither growth nor 
decay in the Spheres— nothing is born or dies there— the 
only form of growth is development in spirituality, and 
although a child grows to maturity and old people revert 
to the standard age of physical prime, corresponding 
to some thirty earth-years, there is no growth as we realise 
growth, bat spiritual development, ranking higher than 
intellectuality or any other quality.

It has been my privilege on various occasions, to receive 
information on this subject from those who have met 
their affinity in the Spheres, and I found their stories of 
intense interest.

THE AUTHOR’S FAMILY IN THE SPHERES.
I have three sons and three daughters who passed into 

the Spheres many years ago. My eldest son found his 
affinity in a girl who passed over under tragic cir­
cumstances. She was of poor and humble extraction, 
as social position is regarded, but as no social distinction 
exists in spirit realms it is of no moment whether, when 
on earth, the soul occupied the body of a queen or a 
peasant.

Then a daughter of mine announced one evening at 
a Direct Voice sitting that she had found her affinity 
in one who had passed over one hundred years ago, and 
both these newly-added relatives were introduced to me, 
and I spoke to them and learnt their names and history, 
and obtained confirmation by subsequent research.

And recently another son told me that the initial 
ceremonies of his own betrothal had been gone through, 
and the final one would take place shortly. “ She is here 
now,” he said, " and smiling as I am telling you and will 
soon speak with you.” " Have I ever met her ? ” I 
asked. “ Oh dear no, she lived long years ago, but you 
know time is of no moment here. I often speak with 
those who passed to this side many thousand years ago, 
as your earth counts time.”

The initial function of these unions is of a most im­
pressive character, and is followed by other ceremonial 
investitures all preliminary to the actual binding ritual. 
This latter is attended by all relatives in the Spheres, 
and friends there of corresponding development, and High 
Spirits wearing the jewel of their Order come down to 
superintend the function.

Earth parents are taken over during sleep and permitted 
to witness the proceedings, but, unhappily with so many 
of us, we do not share Swedenborg’s gift of bringing back 
the memory of what transpired on our visit, though we 
are told that every detail is indelibly stamped upon the 
spirit brain, to be recalled with perfect fidelity when we 
make our permanent entry into the Spheres.

Happy as spirits may be, and are, in their environment, 
the added happiness of spiritual wedlock brings unspeak­
able joy to them, and all idea of " anguish ” being felt 
must be swept from the mind.

^  as m

CONAN DOYLE MEMORIAL FUND.

T H E  H on . Treasu rer of th is  F u n d  received  th e  
fo llo w in g d on ation s from  J u n e 19  to  J u ly  18  
in clu sive, a m o u n tin g to  £ 4 0  12s. 2d., w h ich, 

w ith  £ 1,23 6  10s. 2d. p re v io u sly  ack n o w led ged , 
brin gs th e  to ta l d on ation s to  d a te  to  
£ 1,277  2s. 4 d.

NINTH LIST OF DONATIONS.

Spiritualist Community (per Mrs.
St. Clair Stobart)

Spiritualists Inc., U.S.A. (per Mrs.
Carolyn Chilvers Duke ) $25. 

F. N. Charrington, Esq. ... 
Ipswich Psychic Society (per Mrs.

Aubrey Dennis)
Mrs. Donohoe and friends 
T. W. (Peebles)
Peckham Lyceum (per G. Bamber) 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic Harding

(Pennsylvania) .............
National Spiritualist Church, 

Sowerby Bridge (per W. A. 
Rowson)

Mrs. A. Oldfield (New Zealand) ... 
Mrs. R. A. Ellis Powell ...

£ s. d.

h 13 9

5 2 3
5 O 0

4 IO 0
2 IO 0
2 O 0
i 5 0

i I 0

i I 0
i I 0
i I 0

£36 5 0

Amounts of ¿1 and under :— Peterborough Spiritualist 
Church ; Plaistow Lyceum ; Mr. E. J. Taylor ; Sale of 
Postcards ; The Order of Christian Mystics (further 
contribution) ; Anon. (Sidmouth) ; Dundee Society of 
Spiritualists ; ” Auntie Matt.” ; Mrs. Gosling ; Ruth
Canton.— Total £4 7s. 2d.

Donations should be sent to the Honorary Treasurer, 
Mr. A. C. Grigg, Lloyds Bank, Ltd., 121-125 Oxford 
Street, London, W.i.
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The Story of Tydfil the Martyr.
B y  W I L L  C A R L O S .

L| AST month Mr. Carlos introduced us to 
Tydfil the Martyr (in Welsh, "  Merthyr- 
Tydfil ” ). She was the daughter of the 

illustrious King Brychan of Mathryn, and was 
the Joan of Arc of her time and nation. The 
almost forgotten story has been re-told to the 
author by Casedyn, the old Welsh bard who has 
inspired him so wonderfully for many years. 
In the following instalment the loves of Tydfil 
are revealed.

TYD FIL ’S THREE SUITORS.
Among Brychan's loyal henchmen none were deemed 

of higher worth than Cynon, who was himself descended 
from a royal line. Cynon was his military adviser and 
leader of his valiant soldiery, and a deep personal friend­
ship and trust existed between them.

I t  had been Brychan’s wish to see Tydfil wed to his 
friend, and more than once he had spoken to her on the 
subject. But the girl had always maintained that she 
looked upon Cynon as a big brother, a champion, a friend, 
but not a lover. There was some disparity between the 
ages for Tydfil had only seen seventeen summers while 
Cynon had passed his two score years.

Thinking deeply over the matter the king saw that it 
were better that Cynon should do his own wooing, and 
thereupon he told him that if his love was still the same, 
to make some bolder attempt to win her. Cynon gladly 
accepted the king’s permission and from that day became 
her almost constant companion in her walks abroad.

"  He wooed her not by telling her he loved.
But by his service his devotion proved.”

Ian to and Gwaes, the two men who usually were her 
guard, did not like this, for they were devoted to her and 
took charge of her in turns, but now Cynon, unless other 
duties prevented him, made their work a mere sinecure, 
yet the faithful fellows followed at a respectful distance.

Cynon, soldier though he was, was courtesy itself, and 
having imbibed much knowledge from the seers, bards 
and minstrels, and the Roman officials and priests, was 
capable of entering into converse with her, and would 
relate to her his views of Rome and his opinions of her 
chances of the re-occupation of Britain.

Tydfil on her part was relieved that Cynon did not prate 
of love, for somehow she could not think of him as a 
husband, but the day came when he could no longer hold 
his peace, and he pleaded with her to consider him as 
something infinitely more than a brother.

She, realising the intensity of his love and unswerving 
devotion, felt her heart warming towards him, awaking 
her deepest sympathy, but knowing in her own heart she 
could never love him as he wished to be loved, and that all 
his wooing would prove futile, bade him cease his pro­
testations and be content to remain her friend.

Cynon, too noble-minded to feel anger, sorrowfully 
abided by her decision, and told Brychan his case was 
hopeless.

There were two other young men who were known to 
aspire to her hand, Ivor and Caedmon, brave and daunt­
less, the first also a poet, the second a minstrel, and these 
Brychan hoped would prove more successful. The king 
had no heir, and hoped to see a grandson bom to him 
by his beloved daughter.

AN  INVASION BY THE PICTS.
Then one day there came tidings of an incursion by the 

Piets who had landed at Neath, and had mastered the 
stronghold of the chief at that point. The invaders were 
on the way along the Hir Wain to attack the stronghold of 
Brychan at Moríais, being led by the redoubtable Tonwld 
son of the Black Douglais. Sentinels were at once posted 
on Cilsanws and other elevated points, and all the men 
of Gathryn were gathered at Moríais to resist the foe. 
Moríais was a stronghold built on the confluence of the 
lesser and greater Tafii rivers, thus commanding the road 
to the north, and the fruitful valleys lying east and south 
of the Beacons.

To reach it the marauders had to climb the steep hill 
from Nedd (Neath) up to the mountain-top and then 
descend into the valley of the Taff, cross the river, and 
scale the rugged slope on which the stronghold had been 
built. I f  the river had been in flood their task would 
have been impossible, but they had well chosen a time 
when the river was fordable.

Scouts, mounted on wiry Welsh ponies, were posted on 
the hill crests ready to bring news of the enemy’s approach, 
and on the second dawn after the news came observers 
from the stronghold saw a horseman galloping down the

hillside. Reaching the foot of the hill the messen 
dashed through the river and up the slope to wheT 
Brychan was standing awaiting him.

He reported that a large number of men on W  
composed the enemy’s force— about two thousand or 
so— (”  dau mille ” in Welsh) but that there were some 
on horseback accompanying the leader. The cavalcade 
would probably have reached the hill-top by now.

Two hours later the Piets had forded the river, and & 
bitter conflict was raging on the slopes of Moríais. Thrice 
had the Piets fiercely attacked the little garrison of 
Britons, and thrice had they been repulsed with great 
slaughter. The slopes were strewn with the bodies of 
the fallen. There was a little breathing time, a lull in 
the conflict, but the foe was not easily daunted. It was 
now noon and the watchers on the hill-top saw the thick 
bush alive with foemen.

TONWLD, THE LION OF THE NORTH.
The blast of a horn had called the Piets not slain around 

their chief, and he harangued them to make further 
efforts, assuring them of victory. This time he would 
himself lead the assault, and such was his repute as a 
warrior that all his men were heartened by the news and 
never doubted that they would win and utterly destroy 
the hated Britons. ”  Was not their beloved leader 
Tonwld, the son of Douglais ? Was he not the lion of the 
North ? ”

Dividing his men into three sections, he led the first, 
heading for the slope ; the second was to follow in support, 
led by Dugald ; the third, led by Quinlan, was to complete 
the force for victory.

So ardent was the attack, so valiantly behaved Tonwld 
and his men, that they overcame the outer circle of 
defenders and gained a footing on the first terrace. They 
were now in sight of the stone-built barrier which had 
hitherto proved invulnerable. Tonwld found himself 
opposed by Ifor, the young nephew of Brychan the king, 
a stripling whom he regarded as a plaything, and with a 
mighty stroke he sought to sweep the iad out of his way. 
But Ifor was not so easily disposed of, for, stepping aside 
from Tonwld’s path, he evaded the blow, and thrust at 
his formidable antagonist, wounding him in the ribs.

Wrathfully the warrior turned and felled the lad with a 
back sweep of his sword, and was about to slay him when a 
shout of his men warned him of danger. For Caswallon 
had sprung from the barrier to meet Tonwld. Now were 
two met of equal valour, and each knew that the fight 
must be to the death.

Eagerly Tonwld advanced and at once delivered a thrust 
at his opponent's throat, but Caswallon parried and made 
a counter-thrust which Tonwld caught on his buckler, 
Caswallon’s helmet saved him once from a mighty blow 
which made him stagger, but he retaliated with a sweep 
of his weapon which, overpowering Tonwld’s guard, gave 
Caswallon opportunity to thrust, and in a flash he had 
plunged his weapon into Tonwld's breast. Tonwld fell, 
and as he did so the triumphant Britons rallied and made 
such a vigorous onslaught that the Piets, awed by the 
loss of their leader, fled in confusion.

The watchers were soon able to report that the foe had 
fled across the river and were crowding up the hill-side 
with all speed. The Britons then built funeral pyres in 
the hollow near the river and there incinerated all the 
slain, while the wounded were attended to, among them 
the doughty Tonwld.

TONWLD AND TYDFIL.
Three moons had waned ere Tonwld was able to get 

about again, and was given leave to spend his time in a 
meadow near the sacred grove. Here he was one day 
sitting when he espied a lady coming from the grove, 
bearing with her a pet dove. A  scream from the lady 
drew ms attention to the fact that a hawk was hovering 
overhead, threatening her dove. Tonwld drew his dirk, 
and, as the hawk swooped, threw his weapon with unerring 
aim and brought the bird of prey to the ground.

Gratefully the maiden hastened to render to the young 
man her thanks, and explained that she was the youngest 
daughter of Brychan. Tonwld was at once enamoured 
of the beautiful maiden, who had so sweetly thanked him 
and said she would apprise her sire of his good services.

Tonwld was a young man, sprung from a warlike race, 
inured to hardships and discipline, for his father was a 
stern autocrat, who would brook no delay and demanded 
immediate obedience. He had spent most of his time 
on the sea, fishing in times of peace and doing pillage in 
times of war. His domestic life had been crude and hardy, 
with none of the comforts of the more civilised peoples 
A man to him was a warrior, a woman his subordinate 
No affection, no refinement, no sympathies had been
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harboured in his nature. Skill in th e use of arm s and  
feats of hardihood, wrestling, swim m ing, clim bing, and  
daring the ocean in its various moods had been all the  
education he had received, excep t of such legendary lore 
as had been sung b y  th e minstrels.

The religion of his people w as th a t of the Scandinavian  
m ythology, w ith  th e dread O din as its god. Carnal desire 
he could understand, b u t love in its ethical sense was to  
him unknown. H is parents intended him  to  m arry the  
daughter of one of the chiefs, D ugald the Fierce, and the  
girl, know n as Sheila, was the acknowledged bride-to-be. 
Sheila w as as hardy as himself, could ride, swim, or use 
a. spear or sword alm ost as well as a man, and was looked  
upon b y  his parents as the right ty p e  of girl to  mother 
warriors, b u t she seemed to Tonw ld too masculine. H e  
had seen, admired, and enjoyed the com pany of the  
maidens of his race, b u t never had he encountered a girl 
like Tydfil.

D R A W N  T O G E T H E R  B Y  LO VE .
M etaphorically speaking, she alm ost “  took his breath  

aw ay," for she was a revelation of som ething purer, more 
delicate, more feminine in womanhood, than he had  
hitherto seen. She seemed to  him like some fa y  rather 
than a m ortal. A n d there was kindled in his nature a 
fire th a t resembled nothing he had experienced before, 
a something th a t was reverent, a som ething sacred, a 
something tinged w ith  awe.

Tydfil on her part knew  of love in the abstract, b u t had  
lived so m uch on the abstract plane— enjoying her visions, 
receiving inspiration, carrying on com m unication w ith  
the visitants from other spheres— th a t she could scarcely  
be said to  live a t all in the carnal world. She ate very  
little, and slept very little, b u t spent m ost of her tim e in 
reverie or introspection, except when in the grove takin g  
part in the religious observances there. Casedyn had  
taught her all the lore of the Druids ; she was familiar 
with their triads, and was well educated in their 
philosophy. She was entrusted w ith  the knowledge of 
the sacred script, and the sym bology em ployed in teaching  
sacred things. She had been a m ystic and a dreamer from  
her childhood, and took no interest w hatever in domestic 
affairs. H er adven t had cost her m other’s life, but 
Brychan saw in the child th e angel of her mother, and he 
let her live her life as she elected, for he believed she was 
under divine guidance.

Casedyn had found her an ap t pupil when he sought to  
train her mind in the direction of poetry and music, but

b y  and b y  he found th a t she w as all for spiritual knowledge. 
A rt, music, poetry were to  her m odes of expression of 
things unseen, and realising this he grad u ally  im parted to  
her th e secret know ledge of th e Druids, and she passed  
through the various stages adopted b y  the cu lt, except 
the highest to which as y e t  no wom an had been adm itted.

Thus when the lads and yo u th s of the court of B rychan  
tried their hands a t courting her she yielded no response, 
and was in th a t sense unapproachable. She liked some 
of the youths, admired them  for their ph ysiqu e and  
prowess,' b u t had never felt drawn towards them  in a n y  
other sense. She especially adm ired Caswallon, the  
captain  of the archery, and Cynon her father's friend, 
captain of the bodyguard of spearmen, and Ivo r her cousin, 
b u t she loved neither, in the proper sense of the term.

Thus her heart was fan cy free. She, of course, had been  
aware of Tonw ld's presence in th e home, for her father  
had given his wounded enem y a bedcham ber in his own  
dwelling, and his own leech to  atten d to  his wounds, b u t  
she had not come into actual con tact w ith  him until th a t  
day. She had deemed him a rude barbarian, b u t was  
agreeably surprised to  find him  courteous to  her and  
ready to  act in her behalf. H is rescue of the dove from  
its deadly peril had won her gratitude, and his manner 
seemed to  her kin dly if unpolished. She found herself 
thinking of him all day, and every caress of her p et m ade  
her think of him as its saviour.

(T o  be continued.)
iani isni ¡ ĵ

P A U L  A N D  S ILA S  G U ID E D  B Y  JESUS.

TH E  R evised Version of the N ew  Testam ent 
contains a sm all but v e ry  significant 
quotation.

In  A cts  xv i, 7, Paul and Silas, when about to  go into  
B ithynia, were forbidden, says the Old Version, b y  th e  
sp ir it; b u t the Revised Version says "  th e spirit of Jesus 
suffered them  n ot."

W h at a revelation this is if w e can accept i t  I Jesus 
had been dead, to use our poor blind word, for several 
years, and y e t here were these Apostles travelling about 
under H is guidance I

W e turn our cold critical eye, perhaps our eye of p ity  
or contem pt, upon people who ta lk  of spirit-communion, 
and y e t here, as w ith th e flush of light, we find spirit- 
communion quietly referred to as a m atter of fa ct and  
hom ely incident.— Rev. J . Page Hopps.
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f o r  the

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S P I R I T U A L I S T S  

C O N G R E S S  A T  T H E  H A G U E

I  H
tUBC»
OQCMi

fill
M

tl*e Ü 1
l i §
i i l i i

| n
pSil 
¡ 1 1 1  H
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S ailing  by D a y  or N igh t, as preferred.
S elected  H otels  and P rivate A ccom m od ation  
arranged for M em bers o f  th e  C ongress

Independent or Party Travel Arrangements made 
to the Hague or to any other part of Europe

A P P L Y  FO R TE R M S , A N D  FO R

7 , 0 0 0  “ H O L I D A Y S  A B R O A D "
The most comprehensive system of Continental travel

ever published - 600 pages

to  G E O R G E  L U N N ’S T O U R S L T D .
THE L E A D IN G  ORGANIZERS OF E SC O R T E D  TR A V E L  ON T H E  C O N T IN E N T
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PSYCHIC DEVELOPMENT
The Brittain Correspondence 

Course stands unrivalled
at a 
Gifts.

system for the development of the Psychic 
Students from all parts of the world bear 

testimony to its worth.

E V E R Y O N E  has some phase they can unfold, 
and ail desire to add to their MENTAL and 
PHYSICAL powers

The six text books are specially written for the course.
They teach the principles of CLAIRVOYANCE, 

CLAIRAUDIENCE, PSYCHOMETRY, HEALING,
etc., and give simple exercises for the development of 
these gifts. They show how the mind can be used to 
control all parts of the body, thereby revitalising it, 
and how a magnetic personality may be acquired.

E xtracts from Students' Letters.
"  What I owe to Psychosensics can never be 

expressed in words.”
”  This course is wonderful and is charged with a 

force one cannot fail to be conscious of and receive 
great benefit from.”

"  Your course has helped me wonderfully, and I 
am developing my psychic powers well. I am more 
than thankful for the help it has been to me.”

”  May I otter Mr. Brittain my thanks and sincere 
congratulations on his work, which I feel will become 
one of the most important contributions to our scientific 
knowledge that has been issued of recent years.”

”  I have improved wonderfully in mental capacity and 
have seen clairvoyantly and heard clairaudiently.”
T**t Book ** Symbols «ad their Interpretation,” poet free 1/8.

Writ« tor booklet and enrolment torva, tending ijd. «tamp for postage to : Thá liaffltll M Ths PsurkMenclr InstlfMts 9Ü C« Ctankeah D«v.dThe Secretary, The Psychosensk Institute, 28. St. Stephen’s Road, LONDON, WA

A L F R E D  V O U T  P E T E R S
Holds a Public Circle every M ONDAY at 8. 

P riva te Sittings by Arrangem ent.

Public Developing Circle, FRIDAY, at 8, taken by
H. J. STEABBEN .

51, HUNTER STREET, BRUNSWICK SQUARE, W.C.1

T H E  R E F L E C T O G R A P H
Jn SeanctM held with this Scientific instrument the spirit hand, 

fully materialized, is seen operating the key-board in a good red
light by all sitters.

Pri vale or ( /roup fiances arranged by applying to the inventor, 
MR. B. K. KIRKBY,

" i he firacon,”  102 Vineyard Hill Road, Wimbledon Park, S.W.19
nAuntm  U 'nn  W im bledon Park  Underground Station. Phone : W im bledon 2263

S i x  S t r i k i n g  N e w  B o o k s

OUR DEAD SELVES A Mabel Barker. 7/6 net
" ytxaity i/mumn*/] with young people , .. capable and surely handled A Lo>/fc eeptamly (or a tint novel. . . —Sussex Daily Newt.

COMPLAINT, COMFORT, CURE. Maud Howe. 3/6 net
In a foreword by John Oaenham . . . simple verse

wwf/twft&i theme* , , Meihoditl Leader.
r u t  ARMS OF GOD. John Ure. 3/- net

f/eMuvsd by sutoinalK. writing “Appealing bedside talks for little</) tin ttutia of Ciiristiautiy. . . ."— Devon tiatelle.
POEMS OF LOVE 4 MYSTICISM. Annie R. Smith. 2/6 net

A uAla>A04t i/f a(,tMnUdly written poems—«li of especial interest to ftytdhiiloh f/i, ythtuii,, and commended.
A I/ jHA. Madam Stanley Shute. 2/*» net

t«ie, m»A r/dds and ends, dictated 'word for word’— 
ayt/mrorduy U.ioitgl. i.ieueodhume ., . fjitaej cieveroeee and originality . . •
advi m  A MESSAGE FROM OUR LORD.

Heunved bu F. M . Roberti. 1/6 net
befpftd Mi (Ma} UfSpuing ami uplifting.

Author, er« roosted to forward Mtf. prompt publication, 
ttutlfpf pt • tally fi et ir rd (buffetti lut free.

Psychic

Arthur  H. S tock  w e ll
26, LUDGATE HILL, 

LONDON, E.CA

London Astrological Research S
Founder—Mr. George WHITE

The Public Lectures will be discontinued 
during August and will recommence on 
September gth. Full particulars will 
be given in the September issue of 

International Psychic Gazette.

F O R  P A R T I C U L A R S

o f  the work of the Society, Classes, etc., write to 
Sec., Miss A. Geary, 24 Winchester St., Warwick Square, Sw1

A S T R O L O G I C A L  H O R O S C O P E
”  Follow but thy star,

Thou can’st not miss at last a glorious haven.”—Dank

A  brief te s t  H oroscop e , w ith  Chart, 2/6,
A more complete Horoscope, with one year’s direct̂  
7/6. Synthetic and Analytical Horoscopes, 10/6, 
Genuine work in every case. Send hour and date oil«

WILL CARLOS
* 8 , SO H O  R O A D , H A N D 8W 0 R TH , BIRMINQHt

MRS. H. CANTLON
Automatic W ritings and Trance Mediumiif

Classes for Development.

CHANCE OF ADDRESS. PLEASE NOTE, 
har Studio near SLOANE SQUARE, daily. 
KERSFIELD ROAD, S.W.15

Mr*. Cantlon will r*c«iv* all diaj 
W rite  or Phone to “  LOW® 

Telephone: P rn rç i

YOUR NATURAL INBORN CAPACITIES, How To DoroMi
Health, Character, Talents, 'Psychic Gifts.

Stamp. Addraaa, Secretary of International Inatituta (Incorporated), I, la Square, Leiceeter, England. Principal, Prof. Dr. Timson, D.Sc., F .P  C., Phjwp 
Phrenologist. Psychologiat. Postal Training.

H O L L A N D  C O N G R E S S
Demonstrations with the Communlgraph, 10/6 each per staet 
Materialisation Phenomena with the Reflectograph, 21/- caa 
per sitter. Both sittings are strictly lim ited to nine aitttn 

Reserve your place in advance.
P lea se  sen d  y o u r  rem ittance w hen  book ing  to M r .  H a r r y  Van  ITai 
140,  D entinekstra  at, H a g u e , H o lla n d , w ho w ill acknowledge tea# 

a n d  send  y o u  p a rticu la rs  o f  date a n d  time.

T H E  S T E A D  G U E S T  HOUSl
24, Upper George Street, London, W .i (Near the i/mtu H

For the Convenience of Spiritualists 
and Others Visiting L ondon.

Terms 1 Bed, Breakfast and Bath from 7/6 per night, a Gn*. p«r w* 
Telephone and Telegrams: Ambassador 1533.

M IS S  M A R J O R IE  I .  R O W E
attends clients at their own homes for Readings by means 

Automatic Writing and Spiritual Inspiration.
Pm
stam p XeVsTd'ZeloPti 25, LINDORE RD., LONDON, SJV

G U E S T  H O U S E
Attractive bed-sitting rooms with divan, arranged as sitô  

rooms. Constant hot water j gas fires and rings. 
Every comfort. Moderate terms for bed, breakfast and b*

THE PROPRIETRESS,
36, ELVASTON PLACE, QUEEN’S GATE, 
Telephone: Western 3785. One minute from ** The Seeks’

Mrs. RICHARD ELLIS,
12 Harberton Road, HIGHGATE, N.

(Near Highgata Tube Station)
Receive* client* on Monday* and Friday* for Clairvoyant NjkM**w Spiritual Counsel between a and 6, or at other tin»* by eppoiaww

FREEWILL DONATIONS ONLY AtA*?**1 
Help given in developing Home Circlet.

NO FEES.
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