Editorial Department

By the time this number of The Initiates reaches our
readers, the September number will be with the printers.

The September issue closes the first year of its existence
under the present management; and, from the letters re-
ceived from its readers, there is every reason to believe that
all are more than pleased with the year § publication.

In order that we may know how large an edition to print
of the October number, that being the first number in the
new year, and marking the beginning of most of the sub-
scriptions, we ask each subscriber to forward at once the
subscription price for the coming year. We ask this in or-
der that there may be no disappointments, that all may re-
ceive the October number of 1913 and thus have a complete
file of the magazine for the new year.

We ask more than this. We ask you to get one, two, or
more new subscribers for The Initiates to begin with the
new year. According to the testimony of many of you, the
magazine has been a source of great help and inspiration;
and, if it has been to you, it will doubtless be a great help
to your friends.

For one subscriber besides yourself, we will give you any
50 cent book published by The Philosophical Publishing
Company; for two subscribers besides your own, any 75
cent or $1.00 book; for three subscribers, any $1.25 to $1.50
book, and so on.

Surely it is worth your while to make every effort to se-
cure one or more subscribers, not only because of the premi-
um book or books, but because of the good it will do your
friends to become interested.

During the coming year we will continue the policy of in-
terpreting some Mystic or Divine Law in each issue of the
magazine. For instance, in the present issue, there appears
an article on “The Status of the Soul, ™Wwhich we consider a
clear exposition of the Law that concerns the growth and
the standing of the Soul. Moreover, the article is in answer
to a letter received from a student.
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Indeed, many articles during the year have been called
forth by students "questions or by perplexities of thought
mentioned in the monthly reports of students. In this con-
nection, the Editor wishes to invite questions from readers
of the magazine. If our students who are giving careful
consideration to the different aspects of the Divine Law
would write to him asking questions on different points they
do not understand, it would enable him to prepare articles
which would settle difficulties of thought far more satis-
factorily than is possible in a personal letter. Even general
readers who are not enrolled as students in any of the
courses of study are entitled to the privilege of suggesting
a subject that they would like to have treated in the pages
of the magazine. Thus, the articles in the magazine would
be of vital interest in that they would not be on subjects
chosen at random, but on topics that are uppermost in the
minds of readers.

We take this opportunity to thank you each one person-
ally for your hearty co-operation in the various departments
of the year § interests.

We will do our part gladly to make our magazine “$peak
to the needs””of its readers. Will you do yours? If you
will do your part, we promise that the result will be a peri-
odical that holds a place in present-day thought such as no
other magazine holds. The Editor.

What is the soul? Do all souls reach perfection? How
are we to account for the different stages of development
that different souls represent?

These questions are absorbing the interest of many minds.
Vital and fundamental in importance they are indeed.
Those who hunger for wisdom and enlightenment never find
full peace until such questions have been satisfactorily ad-
justed. On the solution of these problems hangs the solu-
tion of all others that pertain to man ¥ eternal welfare.
Furthermore, the adjustment of difficulties of thought con-
cerning the soul bears close relation with the greatness of
man on the plane of externals—personality and success in
life; for according to the greatness of soul is the greatness
of man in all relations of life.
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THE INITIATES 5

stages of unfoldment and growth in order to become an
Awakened, Conscious, Individualized Soul. If, during its
first pilgrimage, the process of awakening from latency, the
process of germination, has begun, then, at the transition
called death, it passes to the soul sphere, there to remain
until opportunity arises for it to enter upon another earth
pilgrimage. Whether a given soul is on its first pilgrim-
age, is impossible to determine. The only basis of judgment
is the standard given by the Master Jesus, “By their fruits
shall ye know them. ~~

Indications are that in the present age no new emanations
are going forth from the Father. This means that souls
now inhabiting the temple of clay have been here before.
Some of these have been here many times; some, who have
not repeated the pilgrimage many times, are young and in-
experienced. While others are here for the last time, finish-
ing their work on the earth plane, rounding out their char-
acters to perfection, and freeing themselves from defects
that mar the symmetry and the poise of the perfect soul.

Taking it for granted that all souls that now inhabit
bodies or that will take up bodies during the present cycle
have been on the earth before, we face the question as to
the How and the When of their re-incamation.

At the change called death, which marks the passing of
a soul from its tabernacle of flesh, the soul, in whatever
stage of awakening or unfoldment it may be, passes to the
soul realm. The length of its stay in the soul sphere de-
pends on the degree and the type of its development. If
highly developed and highly charged with the potency of
a particular aspiration, it may soon make for itself a suit-
able opportunity for renewing its contact with earth that it
may continue its own development and render its particu-
lar type of service to humanity. The particular desire or
aspiration with which it is charged becomes a magnetic or
attracting force—a force so penetrating and so undeviat-
ing in its tendency that it may appropriately be called
the power of selection or choice. This magnetic force, or
power of choice, determines parentage and environment for
the body that is to be its future tabernacle of clay.

To illustrate, the soul of superior development may have
learned of the Divine Law and may have been living in har-
mony with it to the best of its ability in accordance with its
degree of enlightenment. It may have definitely placed
before itself the goal of Christhood and Conscious Sonship
with God, the Father; but, for some reason, it has not fully
reached Consciousness of Soul, or Christship. This type of
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It is possible, however, for a soul that comes under this
law of incarnation to be magnetized by some particular de-
sire of another order. For instance, it may be possessed by
a powerful passion for music or art, which it was not per-
mitted fully to realize in its previous incarnation. Thus, on
passing to the other world, it may be charged with the mag-
netism (used for want of a better word) of music or art.
The soul must remain in the soul realm until it has become
free from conditions which became a part of itself while
on earth, and free from the attractions of that individuality.
As soon as it is free from these, it is ready for another in-
carnation. The passion that controlled it during its previ-
ous life is the attracting power which will draw it to its new
parents.

However, countless numbers live on the earth plane with-
out a ruling desire of any kind. They are actuated by de-
sires for this, that, and the other—a motley array of un-
classified emotions and interests. Hence, the soul is charged
with no marked magnetism that serves as an attracting fac-
tor in determining its future conditions on earth. In this
case, the attracting power that determines its station in
the next earth life comes from parents on the earth who
are seeking a soul for a being in process of formation.

Another class of human kind, by far the greatest in num-
ber of those born, do not even attempt to make anything of
life. They are satisfied to live, not a natural life such as is
given the animal kingdom to live, but a life that is charac-
terized by immorality, thievery, cruelty, persecution of
others. They live solely for the self, they have no thought
for the welfare of others. They simply exist. They may
work, may even follow some worthy profession. Having
been endowed with the power of free-will, they have chosen
the path of darkness. "With this class, the soul slumbers, it
has never been awakened. On leaving the house of clay,
the soul is nothing but a spark or atom of divinity, as it was
when it first emanated from the Father. It is still in the
unaroused, unawakened, unconscious, non-individualized,
ungerminated, undeveloped state that it was originally.
Therefore, it returns to the universal storehouse of soul
emanations, to God, the Father, whence it came. From
there, from the Throne of Fire, at a suitable time, it may
again be given the opportunity to enter upon a cyclic round
of development.

There is another type of souls that should claim atten-
tion—a class to be carefully shunned by honest seekers af-
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10 THE INITIATES

neither responsible for their acts nor able to develop the
soul into a state of consciousness? What of these?

There are two reasons for this. First, in a previous life,
they may have almost reached perfection; but, passing out
of the earth sphere before they had fully attained Christ-
hood, they had to return in order to complete the soul be-
ing. Second, it may be that their premature departure
from the earth was due to improper care on the part of par-
ents. In this case, they are on the same plane as those who
leave the earth in an imperfect state, though not evil; and
they will be given the opportunity to return and complete
the Avork begun.

When the soul has reached Conscious Immortality; when
it has found Illumination, and has become conscious of its
own Godhood, or Christship, it is no longer subject to de-
struction. Even if it should be in the body of one who
through unfortunate circumstances should be led into by-
paths and erroneous ways, it would not be destroyed. For,
in that case, it would leave the body suddenly through death
brought on by accident, and thus become free.

This leads to the consideration of insanity. Is it possible
for this misfortune to overtake one who has attained a high
degree of soul development?

Insanity is not of the soul, but of the mind. The possi-
ble causes are many and varied. It may be brought on by
overwork, work beyond the capacity of the body. It may
come through some great sorroAv, which, being sudden, cuts
asunder the controlling forces of the body. It may even be
brought on by long-continued use of improper food, the
brain and nervous system being so starved that the con-
necting co-ordinating links are broken.

In any of these cases, if the soul had attained the Christ
Consciousness, the misfortune of insanity does not affect it.
When the mind is dethroned, the soul will take its flight,
and only the shattered body remains. On the other hand,
if the misfortune is brought about through deliberate and
persistent evil doing, or through immoral practices—sins
against the Holy Ghost, they are called—then, in that case,
the result is destruction of soul as an individual entity; for
the fires of the soul are used to feed the lustful passions.
The soul germ, the primitive emanation, cannot be de-
stroyed as such; but, if the spark of divinity has been par-
tially aroused, its fires may be misdirected and misused.
Thus, its forces being consumed in harmful ways, the possi-
bility of the soul 3 attaining conscious Indi-vidualization is



#

THE SUN A SYMBOL OF DEITY

#

1 # K
<B & % "
8 1

% ! L

# < @ B 9"
B >

% "






THE INITIATES 13

As is well known, in the Egyptian Initiation there were
both the inner and the outer explanation of the mysteries.
In other words, there was both an open and a secret wor-
ship. This must always be so; for, no matter how sublime
the teachings of a Fraternity may be, they cannot be given
to all alike and there must therefore be grades, or degrees.
True Initiation is not a matter of degrees conferred, but
rather a state of development.

The end, as well as the nature, of all the mysteries must
be the same—to teach the doctrine of Immortality, or a life
beyond the present state, and further, to teach man that he
is the Temple of the One God; or, in other words, to teach
that man, through training or initiation in the Mysteries,
mill become a very Christ, that he may come into touch
with the Temple of Light in the Invisible world.

It must be remembered that in none of the mysteries was
an eternal hell or eternal punishment taught. The grand
doctrine was the Law of Karma; or as Christ worded it:
““Ye shall reap as ye have sown.””

The two great mysteries of the Ancient Initiation were
the teachings concerning the existence of the One Supreme
Being—the One God—and the future state of the soul,
which naturally included pre-existence. Both of these mys-
teries were taught to the people; but they were not under-
stood in the sense in which they were taught in the Inner
Mysteries. The people could not comprehend that they
themselves, or rather, their own consciences must be the
judge of their own acts.

Osiris in the outer was the type of the active, generating,
force of nature and the elements. Isis, on the contrary, was
the passive, or receiving, force, the power of conceiving
and bringing forth into life in the sub-lunary world. Osiris
was adored in the sun, whose rays vivify and impart new
warmth to the earth, and who, on his annual return in the
spring, appears to create new organic bodies. Isis was the
symbol of the earth or sub-lunary nature, in general. United
to each other, Osiris and Isis typify the Universal Being,
the Soul of Nature.

Isis means Light. Light is Life. Thus, the Temple of
Isis really means the Temple of Light. St. John taught:
“fn Him was life; and the life was the light of Men. ™ Isis
is the equivalent of lesus, spirit-soul. The spirit is 1>~
and the soul is “Eus”” (Isis)—that is, ““lesus””is the spirit-
soul, which forms the Eternal “Tross”” resulting in the
manifestation known as the body, it being the expression of
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THE INITIATES 15

HIGHEST MAGNETIC, OR AETH POWER

Within every living thing, there is a power, a force, called
magnetism.  This power, this force, this energy, may be
in different states of manifestation: it may be latent, it may
be inert, it may be in an active state, or it may be reversed
—that is, the power may be negative and of no use to its
possessor, or it may even be misdirected and thus be a posi-
tive detriment to the possessor so long as it continues to
be reversed.

There are individuals who possess such startling person-
alities or attractive, magnetic power that they command the
instantaneous respect and attention of vast multitudes.
Their very presence sends a thrill of admiration and inter-
est through one § whole being. They exert a wonderful in-
fluence over others.

There are other individuals, the vast majority of those
whom one meets, who have neither an attracting nor a re-
pelling influence over others. This class of individuals is
simply negative. They have the power of magnetism with-
in; but it is in an inert state, it has not been aroused. They
do not know that such a power is potential within their na-
tures; consequently, they make no effort to develop or to
use it.

Again, there is a third class of individuals, though not so
large in numbers, who repel others the minute they come in
contact with them. These are the people in whom the mag-
netic power or energy has been reversed.

Man is much like a dynamo connected with electric bah
teries.

If the dynamo is properly set up. connected, and put in-
to operation, it will continue to charge the storage batteries;
and life can be taken therefrom as long as it continues to
run; or, if power is not taken from the batteries equal to
the amount generated, the accumulated power may be used
even when the dynamo is not running. This corresponds
to the class of individuals whose organisms are harmonious-
ly constituted. They are, therefore, a dynamo that is con-
tinuously running, from which there is a steady flow of
magnetism, which, being healthy, is an attracting power.
It is of paramount importance, however, that men and
women who are naturally magnetic should learn not only
how to use their powers for the greatest good to themselves
and others, but also how to generate power, so that they
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may accumulate and store it up to draw upon according to
need.

The dynamo may be properly set up, it may he properly
connected with the storage batteries, all connections may
he properly adjusted; yet, unless it is set into operation,
there will be no current flowing therefrom into the storage
batteries. Tt is therefore lifeless and inert. This is like the
class of individuals who are not naturally magnetic. They
are harmoniously organized, the dynamo is within their be-
ing, the storage batteries are adjusted, all is in good order;
but they know neither how to operate nor how to use the
current. This class of individuals should learn how to gen-
erate the current and how to use it. They must realize that
the dynamo is within their natures, that they themselves
are the storage batteries, and that it is possible for them
to understand and to gain mastery over the apparatus that
generates power. Thus they will be enabled to maintain
health, happiness, and success.

Again, the dynamo may be properly connected in every
way and may be in running order; but for some reason it
has been reversed, and as a result there is no current from
it, and the storage batteries are not being charged. This
corresponds to the third condition mentioned above, persons
who have all within them, in whom there is much magne-
tism, but, on account of some fault or defect, the polarity
has been reversed, and instead of drawing others to them
they repel. They must learn to reverse the polarity, so that
instead of repelling and antagonizing they will attract the
conditions of their choosing. Thus, success, happiness, and
health will be theirs.

Persons who are naturally magnetic can use only so much
of this force as is being normally generated. They under-
stand neither the law of its generation nor the law of its
use; consequently, they continue to be magnetic powers
only while conditions are favorable. As soon as anything
reverses their power—unkind thoughts or unkind deeds and
words—they prove to be as great failures as they were
formerly great successes.

Much has been said and written about the power of mag-
netism. Great and wonderful it is indeed; but there is a
power far superior to magnetism even in its best form—a
power known by comparatively few people, a power put in-
to practical use by comparatively few even of those who
know of its existence. This power is what the School of
Initiates is pleased to call the iEth.
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18 THE INITIATES

suddenly from the state of disease, discouragement, and
failure into a consciousness of the iEth forces and energies.
He must begin a new life, a new existence; he must give up
old, destructive habits, both physical and mental; he must
form and establish in his nature new, constructive habits,
both physical and mental. He must gradually build up his
broken-down system. He must learn to generate and to
accumulate and to conserve physical forces and vital en-
ergies. He must learn to direct and to use magnetic or vit-
al powers in channels of usefulness and goodness. He must
learn the cause of failure, illness, inertness. He must learn
to remove the cause by substituting conditions of success,
health, and activity. He must gain command over selfish
tendencies.

Only after he has established conditions of health and vi-
tality ; only after he has established in his heart an appreci-
able degree of love, forgiveness, and kindness toward all
creatures; only after he has accumulated a certain amount
of magnetic power; only after he has gained a strong hold
on his own will-power; only after he has reached a certain
stage of development of soul, and is conscious that the Eire
is burning on the Altar and that Love has been established
on the Throne as Supreme Ruler in his domain, and that
correct understanding of the Divine Law has become the
actuating principle of his life—then, only, is it safe for him
to take active, definite, deliberate measures to draw in and
to store up the iEth forces and energies from the iEth
spheres. Thus, the magnetic or vital forces already gen-
erated and accumulated in his organism will act as a shell,
a shield, a protection, to the finer iEth forces as they are
admitted into his life. The law of love and forgiveness, hav-
ing been made the ruling motive in all his activities, will
insure him against harmful use of the iEth essences. The
Divine Law in its various aspects, having been established
as the standard of his endeavors, will become his guidance
and his inspiration in the affairs of life, thus insuring him
against eiPoneous and detrimental application and use of
the iEth principle.

This leads to the emphasis of the first difference to be
noted between magnetic force and the iEth forces: the iEth
power cannot be used for evil. Whereas magnetic force and
vitality may be directed into channels of harm and destruc-
tion to others, the iEth essences can be used only for good.
This explains why it would be hazardous for one to under-
take direct contact with the iEth spheres unless he has
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previously undergone thorough purification both physical
and mental in preparation therefor. The pure fires of JEth
are instant in their consuming power; their fine rapid vi-
brations cause immediate devastation to gross material with
which they come in contact. Thus, if man should under-
take to use them with selfish or impure motives to the harm
of others, it would result in his own destruction.

Electricity is a wonderful power and may be applied to
the most beneficent purposes. It is intrinsically a benefi-
cent force of nature. But, misapplied or mistakenly di-
rected, its charge may result in instant death to self or to
others. Likewise, the JEth essences are a factor for good,
the most powerful known to man, but, deliberately used
with intent to harm others or deliberately used for any evil
purpose, they may cause instant death to him who attempts
to misuse them.

After the resurrection of the Master Jesus, his first words
to Mary were: dTouch me not for I am not yet ascended un-
to my Father.”” It was dangerous even for the purified
Mary to touch his body immediately after he had risen from
the grave. This is an instance in which the body, through
a certain system of life and training, had become charged
with pure JEth, a body of pure fire, as it were, consequently,
destructive to everything that had not previously been pre-
pared to receive it or to come in contact with it.

Naturally, this is an extreme illustration; for it is only
once in a cycle that a man so lives, so thinks, so acts, so
loves, as to become fully charged with pure JEth, and there-
fore so strong, so powerful, so charged, as to be destructive
to all gross matter with which he may come in contact.

With the ordinary man it is different. There are so many
things, so many interests, to take his attention, that it is
only at odd moments or at a set time that he can meet the
conditions necessary for drawing in and storing up the JEth
forces and energies. It is well that this is so; for, at the
times especially dedicated to this purpose, he can accumu-
late sufficient for his actual needs and for practical use in
the demands of an active life.

Legitimate use of the JEth forces is limited to channels
of nobility and usefulness. They may be directed into chan-
nels that will bring success in some special line of endeavor,
as: teaching the Divine Law, and leading others to the
light; healing the diseased and broken-hearted; uplifting
and enlightening humanity through inspirational expres-
sion of art; administering justice in courts of law; master-
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THE INITIATES 2

can see a current of purple fire leave tlie Center within,
the storage batteries and cells, and follow the arms to the
hands, and enter the body of the patient.

These sayings are not idle dreams. They are facts, facts
which can he proved to the satisfaction of every student who
persists in meeting the necessary conditions. Moreover, the
greater number of students at the present time are regular
physicians in good standing, who are following the instruc-
tions and the training for the sake of better qualifying
themselves for healing. The art of healing by means of ap-
plying the JEth forces is thoroughly scientific. The method
may be subjected to scientific analysis and may be directed
in treatment of disease with as much precision as electricity
or any other mechanical agent.

In the olden times, when Egypt was in its glory, when
mighty temples and glorious monuments were built—in
those times, there was a Priesthood of men who lived in
harmony with the fiEth world. They gave their entire time
to helping the unfortunate and the discouraged, those who
were ill, and those who were struggling under hard condi-
tions. Their mission was to guide and to guard and to pro-
tect neophytes under training, that they also might become
Priest Initiates.

In that age, the Priest Initiates were men of mighty pow-
er, men who healed by a touch as the Master Jesus is said to
have done. They were men who lived the ideal life, who
thought and acted in harmony with the Divine Law; and,
thus thinking and acting, they were enabled to accumulate
iEth force to such an extent that they were Masters indeed
in the true sense of the word.

With the fall of Egypt and its Schools of Initiation,
things changed; and the dark ages followed. Nevertheless,
throughout the centuries, there have been at all times iEth
Priests who were capable of mighty works. Yet, in the cen-
turies most characterized by selfish interests and material
aggrandizement, there was but a lonely traveler here and
there who was willing to dedicate his life unreservedly to
the iEth manifestation of Deity.

Now again, as the world is once more nearing the end of a
cycle, as men are beginning to look for a new Messiah, there
are coming to the front those who seem to be willing to take
upon themselves the Vow of the iEth, and to enter upon
training in order to become Priests of the iEth.
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How great the re-born Priesthood will become no man can
say. But many believe that the ancient Egyptians are be-
ing re-born, and that a mighty civilization will be the re-
sult. Thus we may confidently look forward to a great and
mighty revival of religion—a religion not of faith alone,
but of works as the demonstration of faith; a religion that
has to do with the Illumination of each individual soul; a
religion that shall rule all efforts, all acts of life, not by
some dogmatic formula, but by the spirit of love and justice.

And, most naturally, the men and the women who are to
be the advance guard of this mighty incoming civilization
will be those who have come into touch with the power of
the Most High; those who know the power of the Most High
because they have loved and obeyed Him; those who know
the powers of the iEtli, and are qualified to use it. Thus, in
time, a civilization will spring up destined to outshine every
former civilization, even the one that graced Egypt with
its glory.

Moreover, the temples that will be built by this new civili-
zation will be far superior to the temples of old; for they
will not be built through the hardship of slaves driven by
the whip, and half-starved. They are to be built by men
who understand the truth, and love the work. They are to
be, therefore, temples of love, instead of temples in which
are accumulated millions upon millions of groans, and riv-
ers of blood, of those building them.

The music will be the music of the Spheres; for, as this
new civilization comes, so will new musicians come with it—
men and women whose hearts are attuned to the music of
the high heavens, and who will make record of this heavenly
music in order that it may be heard by those whose hearts,
souls, and ears are not yet attuned to receive it. Moreover,
artists of the JEth age will not be afraid to give celestial
music to the world, they will work for the mere love of
working, knowing that as they dedicate themselves and their
work to the Most High God, to the All-good, to the Creat-
ing Force, all will be well with them.

And this is the knowledge—knowledge of the iEth—
that is being taught to a few earnest unselfish souls, to those
who are really seeking the truth, really seeking a way to
help others less fortunate than themselves. These are they
who are trying to cast out selfishness, malice, bigotry, harsh
judgment of others, all criticism of others. They are the
few who are beginning once again to have faith in God and
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24 THE INITIATES

present and future lives. This implies most certainly that
whatever is his lot he has made it for himself.

This brings us to the fact that the Great Master Jesus
was not such because He was originally greater in soul than
any other beginning soul, but that He was in that incarna-
tion just what he had made Himself in past lives, no mat-
ter how few or many they may have been. This brings us to
the one great fact and absolute law, which is, you and | may
be in the next sphere just what we wish to be, provided we
live in accordance with that desire in the present life.

Bear in mind, the physical ancestry that each soul seeks
in re-incarnating, in so far as such can be supplied by the
world at the time, is determined by the character that its
past lives have given to it. Hence, the soul and the person-
ality and the Karma attached thereto of which any human
finds himself possessed are just what he himself has made
them. We see through soul vision an ever-increasing host
of souls re-incarnating in a powerful and growing civiliza-
tion; growing in knowledge, prosperity, material power,
and, to a certain extent, in spirituality.

Through the soul3 eye which has opened because of his
own evolvement either in this life or in past lives, the Il-
lumined Brother beholds in each personality a hidden being
which in its beginning was endowed with potentialities cap-
able of attainment to Godhood or the reverse, according as
subsequent lives might choose to follow the right-hand or
the left-hand path constantly offered in every life. It is for
this reason that a Temple of Illumination is of so great ne-
cessity at the present time. AIll human beings should be
taught, in so far as they are able to receive; and thus they
will be helped on the better way.

Plenty of opportunities are given each one to reach the
higher planes. These opportunities come in the seemingly
ordinary affairs of every-day life. By the undeveloped per-
sonality they are never understood as such directly, or as
representing the Universal Christ forces in one aspect, and
non-good forces in another. Only the Illuminated human
understands in each person, each event, and each circum-
stance, the real meaning and the source from which they
come. The profane world knows nothing of the universal
laws nor of the intelligent beings who operate them. But
though unconscious of these higher laws, every human en-
dowed with a conscious soul and with a mind and reasoning
faculties is capable of knowing through intuition, and of
choosing between right and wrong.
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The Law of Being of each human determines that he shall
be entirely free to choose either the good or the evil; but the
Law also determines that he shall be fully responsible for
his choosing and must himself meet the consequences of his
choice, be it Immortality or retrogression.

Illumination is the attainment, through evolvement of
the inner faculties of perception, of conscious and real
knowledge which does not require visible images or forms
for the operation of thought or memory; though indeed,
where images are formed at will from such higher percep-
tions, they will necessarily be truth, and not illusions form-
ed from individual ideals as is the case with the unenlight-
ened.

In modern theology man never hears anything about all
men becoming Masters and Christs, nor does he hear any-
thing giving him the slightest guidance or enlightenment
toward the knowledge of how to find his own soul that he
may become such a master and thus find real salvation
which saves and in which there is certain Immortality; nor
does he hear that there is a way by which he may gain full
knowledge and come into possession of complete use of his
own Soul while he is still in the body. And finally the mil-
lions have not as yet been taught that all men are potential
Sons of God equally with the Masters. |If they choose as
did the Masters, if they enter the door to the Temple of
Light, which is the only way of truth and ever has been,
through these teachings, they become Christs and Initiates
and Sons of God.

What is meant by the saying that Jesus or any other hu-
man is a Christ? It means that He has become, through
evolvement on the Mystic Path, a Master of Love. For the
Universal Christ and the Universal Principle of Love are
the same thing.

No man can attain to Initiation except through the means
of evolvement or Development of the Soul. This is the only
way.

It was through the great Osirian Order that Egypt be-
came what she was. All Ancient symbols originated in
that Order; all the wisdom of this classic land was taught
through the Osirian Brotherhood. Egypt fell because she
forgot to worship in purity, forgot that hers was a Wisdom-
Religion and not a worship of forms.

As man § consciousness awakens, his past unfolds and in
the eternal memory of his own soul he reads the story of his
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astrology clusters. It is studied astrologically from four
aspects:

First, The Symbolical, which applies purely to the mystic
significance.

Second, The Kabballistic, that which applies to the
various occult forces in nature.

Third, The Intellectual, which applies solely to the men-
tal plane.

Fourth, The Physical, which applies to the gross, natural,
and passional planes.

Of these four aspects, let us consider in detail only the
Symbolical.

1st. Aries, the Ram, represents the sacrifice, also the
Spring—the commencement of a New Year.

2nd. Taurus, the Bull, represents fecundity and pro-
creative powers, and also husbandry.

3rd. Gemini, the Twins, represents unity, the strength of
united action and of matehood.

4th. Cancer, the Crab, represents tenacity of life, and its
sustaining forces.

5th. Leo, the Lion, represents strength, courage, and
Fire.

6th. Virgo, the Virgin, represents chastity, abundance,
contentment.

7th. Libra, the Balance, represents justice.

8th. Scorpio, the Scorpion, represents death and deceit.

oth. Sagittarius, the Archer, represents retribution, and
also hunting, sports, and again authority and worldly wis-
dom.

10th. Capricorn, the Goat, represents sin, hence the
offering of a kid as an atonement for sin.

11th. Aquarius, the Water Bearer, represents judgment,
and spiritual baptism.

12th. Pisces, the Fishes, represents food. Fish is sym-
bolic of the spirit, which feeds fully all the gathered multi-
tudes, yet plenty to spare.

The Zodiac is also divided into four groups of three con-
stellations each. These groups represent the Four Great
Elements: Fire, Air. Earth, and Water, and are known as
Four Triplicities, or Trigons.

1st. The Fiery Trigon represents animal courage, and
governs the East. The signs in this Trigon are Aries, Leo,
Sagittarius.
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2nd. The Earthly Trigon represents the North, and sym-
bolizes frigidness, hardness, materiality. The signs in this
Trigon are Taurus, Virgo, and Capricorn.

3rd. The Airy Trigon represents the West, and symbol-
izes motion. The signs under this Trigon are G-emini,
Libra, and Aquarius.

4th. The Watery Trigon represents the South, and is the
aspect opposite the North. It is the frozen melted; the
hardened liquified. It symbolizes the resurrection. The
signs belonging to this Trigon are Cancer, Scorpio, and
Pisces.

The twelve signs are also symbolized by gems, and each
one rules a part of the body, and also a planet and a color.

The Sun symbolizes the spiritual source of all. The
Moon stands for the soul, and the planets for the seven
senses. The Planets also represent a metal.

What we have considered merely touches the vast subject
of Star symbolism. The study of the stars opens up a
boundless field of delight, and spiritual unfoldment, and
uplifts the student on wings of inspiration and emotion.
Nature is shy, and reveals her choicest beauties and secrets
to those only who are willing to sacrifice in her behalf.

If one will arise just before dawn, andl alone in the
silence, look into the glittering heavens, <all throbbing and
panting with stars, ™he will learn divine lessons of mystic
symbolism and realize the invisible chain that connects his
soul with God; and he will learn that he is himself a pro-
gressive conscious immortality. Lisetta Megerle.

GIFTS.

Labor and rest,
These are the best
Blessings that heaven gives;
And happy he
Who makes them be
His gladness while he lives.
With every day
To wake and say:
Thank God for work and light!
And when at last
The day is past,
Thank God for rest and night!
This is to find
Sweet peace of mind;
To know life 3 precious worth ;
God 3 gift to take,
And with them make
A paradise of earth 1
— Frank Dempster Sherman.
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AGreat Literary Banquet

Read the Menu

The following are only a few of the many excellent articles which
will appear in THE LYCEUM WORLD during the coming year. For
the last twelye months THE LYCEUM WORLD has continued to issue
larger editions each month, and every month_ the supply was ex-
hausted, and orders rejected, before the magazine was off the press
fifteen days. NO BACK NUMBERS SUPPLIED. These articles cost
the magazine thousands of dollars, and during 1913 the subscription
list is expected to grow faster than ever before.

“The Evolution of Success””

Thousands have heard Dr. Earl Douglass Holtz lecture on “Grit,
Grip and Gumption.”” Many thousands have desired that this student
of what really leads to_success in life might write a series of articles,
so plain, so sound, so interesting, and withal so practical, that bene-
fit must come to all who follow the laws explained. THE LYCEUM
WORLD is haﬁ)py_ to announce that Dr. Holtz_has prepared a series
of articles exclusively for this magazine on “The Evolution of Suc-
cess,””in which enough practical advice is given and entertainment
furnished to pay any subscriber who sends "$1.00 for twelve copies.
Young folks and oldér ones, too, should read this series.

“The Women of Shakespeare””
THE MOST REMARKABLE SHAKESPEAREAN ARTICLES OF THE YEAR

It is with more than ordinary pleasure that THE LYCEUM WORLD
announces that ‘it has Just secured_the service of that great Shakes-
pearean scholar and lecturer, Mr. Truman JoseE’h Spencer, who will
prepare a series of articles on “WOMEN OP SHAKESPEARE,>”
which will run for about one year in the columns of THE LYCEUM
WORLD. This remarkable series should not be missed by those who
want the very best discussions on the great characters which Shakes-
peare presents in his works. Shakespeare 3 delineation of the differ-
ent phases of womanhood, |nc|ud|ngqsweetheart, wife, daughter, sis-
ter, mother, friend, etc., IS among the most remarkable in literature.
Amtong* others, the following topics will be handled by this great
writer

CORDELIA, the Iovin% daughter; OPHELIA, the Rose of May;
DESDEMONA, the love that outlived death; IMOGEN, the woman
of perfect balance ; HERMIONE and KATHARINE, wronged X}et true ;
CATO'S DAUGHTER, wife to Brutus; CONSTANCE and VOLUM-
NIA, Shakespeare 3 great mothers; ISABELLA, the saintly sister.

Many more articles will be published—Send for a list

Subscription $1.00 a Year—Sample copy 15 Cents

If you are Interested In doing public platform work as speaker,
vocalist, entertainer, etc., write for special information, free.

Address :

Arthur E. Gringle,
Editor of the Lyceum World, Dept. I,
Indianapolis, Indiana
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