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the least inflammation evinced, disconcerts and renders 
entirely useless.

“ But all this is nothing to the price of those miseries of 
the soul which inhabit this ruined house. It knows neither 
whence it comes, nor whither it goes, nor what it is, nor 
where it resides. It knows neither its author, nor its end, 
still less its own nature. I see that at the time of its pro 
duction, in that happy moment when it was united to 
Adam (the human body), and before his time had spread 
abroad and multiplied in his posterity, it had God ’s reason 
for its guide, his spirit for companion, his image for orna 
ment, and immortality for its appanage. But since his 
disobedience all that is changed; these gifts and these 
honors have escaped him, the dignity of his nature has been 
suppressed by the immutable arrest of heaven; he has been 
degraded from his nobility, his immortal character has 
been effaced, the impression of the divine seal which he had 
received has disappeared, he finds himself despoiled of all 
these excellent prerogatives, and plunged in a profound 
night which robs him of all his brightness, and renders him 
like unto the beasts, and perishable as they.

“ Let us consider this soul, by the essential connections 
which it has with God, with the body, and with itself. 
Nothing is so blind and so extravagant upon these three 
important points, which embody its functions and its 
duties; it is the only work of the Most High which has 
ignored the artisan, which has not remarked the traits im 
printed in the depths of its nature, and has transferred the 
glory and the honor to indecent subjects. It has taken God 
for all things, and all things for him. Beings which have 
no life have had its incense and its adorations, as well as 
those which are animate, and fantastically making always 
its own God, has attributed to him its own passions and 
vices, and has subjected him to its own disgraces and to its 
alterations.

“But if it is so blind upon the nature of its author, it is 
incomparably more so upon its own proper nature; that



which it is ; and one of your masters assures us, that men 
have reasoned more ju stly  upon the nature of the soul, in 
such measure as they have better understood that of God. 
Be net astonished then if  it ignores itself to the extent 
that it does. I t  knows not il it is flesh or fish. You have 
hut to overrun the centuries and all the schools, and you 
will find there an  infinite num ber of sects and souls armed 
one against the other, and ready to butcher each other, to 
sustain th e ir extravagances upon the nature and the 
quality of the ir m atter. I term  the sects and philosophers 
the sects of souls, and f do them no wrong; for besides that 
they sp iritualize themselves altogether differently to others, 
it  is certain, following their principles, and yours, that 
their bodies have no part in their reasoning. In truth, 
Monsieur, it  is fine to see these beautiful souls growing 
warm, and em ploying all the force of their eloquence and 
of their reason, to support each his different opinion upon 
that which they are. This research which they make with 
so much labor is only a proof of their degradation, and of 
their abasement, and nothing causes them more shame.

“ W hat would they say to you in the world, if you went 
into public places and demanded seriously whether you 
are Orcnres, or Lyeides, Tirsis, or Phylandre, Frenchmen 
or S pan iard ; would they hesitate to condemn you to the 
full rights of the mad-house? I t is thus, however, that all 
these philosophical souls play the role at which they labor 
upon the benches, and employ therein a number of years 
in seeking for news of their nature and of their existence. 
Moreover, it  is true, tha t amongst all the sects of souls so 
opposite in th e ir sentim ents upon themselves, some have 
sustained th a t they are nothing but a subtle air; others, 
but a mass c f delicate particles from the blood; others, but 
a delicate v a p e r; others, but the harmony of humors; 
others, bu t a ray  of the sun ; others, but a lustre; or, if you 
wish, a portion  of divinity. Few  of them are advised in 
thinking th a t they are spiritual; and if they have some 
times believed it, it has nearly always been upon the faith



of others, or because they desired the im m ortality  which 
they believe to be inseparable from sp irit, and not at all 
by their own conviction.” *

I shook my head, and was about to in te rru p t him, had 
Maenamara not arrested this movement in  telling me, that 
the clause upon the faith  of others saved the sentiments 
that religion gives us, and which are ineffacibly grounded 
upon the faith that we ought to have in  divine authority. 
He, the Gnome, continued:

“ It—the soul—knows not whence it takes its ideas, nor 
by what means it is preserved; a fte r having stripped the 
body of its sensations, and itself of attributes, it scrupu 
lously adjures them as a usurped good which comes from 
on high. I t  comprehends neither its elevation, nor the base 
ness of its desires; it forms designs wrhich are always with 
out effect; and desires that it knows are not to fulfill. All 
its reasonings are empty, and supported only upon a shaky 
foundation, and upon false prejudices. I t  is always un 
decided, always irresolute, and is that, whether it is elated 
or depressed; it is always disquieted and discontented.

“ Until this age passed, it did honor .to three illustrious 
powers, which gave a relief to its being ; it has since pleased 
itself to bind up its enlargement and functions so well, 
that they are reduced to nothing. The understanding is 
nothing more than a miserable recipient, filled up with

*This is really true throughout the whole universe. Uni 
versally mankind believes in the different doctrines because 
he is told that they are founded upon divine authority. He 
believes that which is told or taught. He knows nothing 
for he has never awakened the soul faculties which would 
prove the truth to him. He believes in all different doc 
trines and forgets entirely that there is but one fact, his 
spirituality if he so wills. No man can know  but from 
within which is the process of the philosophers. Believing 
and knowing are vastly different. The many believe, or 
believe that they believe, but the very few know .



ideas foreign to it, because it cannot draw any from its own 
depths. The will is a weathercock, which the least breath 
of passion causes to turn to its liking, for it is that nearly 
always which makes the determinations in which consists 
the act of liberty, and, in consequence, all its glory. But 
as it is the impression of the cutside, and the warmth, or 
the coldness of the blood, that gives this birth, the soul has, 
without doubt, less part than the body in its will. For that 
which refers to memory, the soul has to make a change of 
its quarters in our days, and it is degraded to such a point, 
that there does not remain to it a shade of its first noble 
ness. Yes, this vast warehouse, where the soul should shut 
up an infinity of images that it ought to distill and spirit 
ualize, in order to render them worthy of being received 
into its reservoirs, has been transferred altogether; and in 
place of its recollections of past things, the soul at other 
times had but to turn in upon itself to contemplate those 
images in reserve; it is obliged to-day to set out, and fellow 
the prints of certain little inconstant bodies which overrun 
impetuously ambiguous routes, to refresh the traces which 
their predecessors had left. In such sort, that when the 
substance where these traces are printed, dissolves itself, 
and the soul separates from it, it is incumbent, at last, if 
God dees not supply it, that it necessarily forgets all things, 
that is to say, works, thoughts, words, arts, talents, knowl 
edge, kinsmen, friends, even its body, and that it returns 
to its principle as denuded as when it set out.

“ Perhaps you think that its residence in a material 
habitation renders it but proper to understand the body 
which it governs, and those by which it is surrounded. 
Error, imagination. The body is still more enigmatical, 
for of its own nature it dees not know whether it is the 
soul’s prison or its kingdom, if it existed before the body 
was, or if it was before that could be. If it is sent there 
immediately from on high, or if it dwelt united to matter, 
as the flower and the plant develop themselves from the 
seed. If it aids to build, or to arrange, or if it comes but



14 THE INITIATES.
after the edifice is achieved. But when it shall he proved 
that it labors in the body’s formation and in its arrange, 
ment, and that it will he the gGvernness and the queen of it*
I do not see that these ostentatious titles can enable it to 
acquire much glory. Sovereign was never less obeyed. 
Empire never was more badly governed. It does not know 
whether it is a fixture or a wanderer. It has never been 
able to mark precisely the place of its residence; and 1 am 
persuaded that it is yet ignorant, and that it will be always 
ignorant. In times past, it was entirely enfolded in all the 
habitudes of the body, wishing to he equally all in all, and 
all in each part; in such sort, nevertheless, that it exercised 
particularly its more noble functions, sometimes in the 
heart, sometimes in the brain, according to the caprice of 
its opinions. To-day it is so far gathered up and reduced 
into a small compass, that it occupies but little space, and, 
so to say, but a point in the head of man it is there that 
it gives its orders; that is to say, as a post office, it sends 
even to the extremities of its provinces an infinite number 
of couriers, of which some are intercepted, and others stray, 
others come hack as badly instructed. It is there in fine, 
where, as a sentinel posted in a belfry, or in a steeple, it 
occupies itself without relaxation in observing the derange 
ments of the cords of the clock, or the movements of the 
wheels of the timepiece, in order to adjust indispensibly 
its sentiments and its thoughts to the ring of the bells. 
T h i s  h a s  n o t  a l w a y s  b e e n ;  for according to the sayings of 
one of the most enlightened souls of our century, it had be 
fore the fall of the first man the power of stopping the 
balance-wheel and the weights of the timepiece, of dctach-

*This is really true at the present time. The seat of the 
soul is n o t  in the brain under proper circumstances, but 
present circumstances and mode of life has forced it from 
the rightful throne and made it take its place in the head 
and for this reason mankind is so absolutely materialistic 
in the present age. It is the age of the head



jng 111o cords of the clock, of proceeding from thence 
o | currying itself, ho to speak, out.sid<; tin* belfry, from f(»aI 
that the harmony of the carillon might cause it to 
those tastes and those pleasures which it couhl not have 
without sullying its innoeen.se and its liberty. p00r 
sovereign! imbecile governess! there is no sailor so sorry 
that he does not know the number of the cords of his vessel 
and the uses for which they are intended; the soul is not 
so able, it is ignorant of the structure of the internal parts 
of its body ; its operations are insensible to it, and it will 
never perceive them. And when it is instrueted, it js 
always by the affinity which it has with other things.

“ I t  has been six thousand years without understanding 
the canal of the chiles, the salivatory conduits, the work of 
snngiiinificntion, and a thousand other essential things. 
During this long time, it warmed the hlood in the veins, at 
least they believe so; it swain, and it prominaded in. these 
veinal canals, and it could draw thence the ministers of its 
orders and of its will. They sustained, nevertheless, and 
they swore it a thousand times, that this ruddy liquor was 
immovable and stagnant. To disabuse and to disperse this 
gross and general error, it lias fallen to a foreign soul raised 
in Great B rita in ,# who has convinced all the others by a 
thousand experim ents that the blood is in continual move- 
burnt, am i th a t it only ceases to circulate when we cease to 
live.

(To be continued.)

*This lias reference to the circulation of the blood nnd 
the discovery of Harvey. Before that the “great” phy 
sicians had held that the blood was immovable and stag 
nant.

In a short time from hence the philosophers will laugh 
at the foolishness of the modern “ scientists” in injecting 
pciscns into the circulation of the hlood for the prevention 
of diseases which usually come from  having the hlood filled 
with poisons, . . .



LESSON III.

THE EXAMINATION.

It is a singular truth, that the host arguments in favor of 
astrology may he drawn from its opponents. The able 
author of the article “ Astronomy,” in the “ Edinburgh 
Encyclopedia,” distinctly states: “ As all bodies which 
compose the solar system gravitate towards one another, 
and. as Newton clearly proved, every particle of matter 
in the universe gravitated towards every other particle, 
we may look upon it as an established doctrine, that mutual 
actions exist among all bodies of matter, and that every
pertien of nature sympathetically agitates or affects every 
other portion of nature.” Now this is precisely, although 
unintentionally, an exposition of the very laws upon which 
the science is based. Nothing would be more absurd than 
to urge that a compound of matter so susceptible as wo 

know the animal brain and vital essence to be, would bo 
capable of resisting the action of influences, to which, ac 
cording to the Newtonian principles, every particle of that 
dense stone called adamant would be obedient and tract 
able. The whole surface of the human body is, when 
moderately corpulent, about fifteen feet square, and the 
pressure which occasions the rise and fall of the mercury 
in the thermometer shows, by its variation, that at one 
time when the air is most heavy such a body sustains a 
pressure externally of 33,905 pounds and upwards, whilst, 
when the atmosphere is lighter, the pressure on the same 
body is not more than 30,624 pounds, and, consequently, an 
increase or decrease of weight equal to 3,281 pounds may 
be externally acting on the body of a person, and which



Take him  in d eta il; his body is a suek of dirt and tilth, the 
seat oi' m aladies, the source of the passions, an inexhaustible 
source o f desires and of wants, the prize of worms and 
rottenness, l ie  was composed el' all that there was which 
was most nitre,  most sublie.  and most fine in the four ele 
ments ;t there rem ains of it to-day hut the excrements and 
the dregs; and these parts so line and so spiritual! which 
would establish his vigor and his duration, have vanished 
like these essences which evaporate when they are exposed 
to the a ir; so that he has l cen precipitated by their absence 
and deprivation  into an ab \ss ct weakness and ot mhitmti, 
which has augm ented itself by the ccntrarities of the quali 
ties which are attached to him. The heat consumes him, 
cold benum bs him. dryness exhausts him, humidity over 
whelms him, and a ll collectively destroy him* lie  finds 
death in  the air which he 1 loathes, in the food which 
nourishes him. He is a delicate machine, constructed arti 
ficially which c o s ts  much care to build, much labor to place 
on his feet m uch expense to instruct, and which, neverthe 
less, a grain of sand, a subtle vapor, a drop of humor, and

fM nn is e o m p e se d  of a composition of the four elements 
and it is for th is reason that he I n  love, that he has a soul 
and that he can bo immortal. The elemeutals are composed 
of Cnly one elem ent and are therefore either of the fire, the 
air, the w ater or the earth. In uniting with man they 
naturally conjoin  w ith the tour elements and thus become 

immortal.
""Normal, healthy, immortal man is composed harmoni 

ously ot the four elem ents, hut as lie loses spiritual sight be 
gradually d e v e l o p s  mere of one than the other elements. 
He thus becomes either a passionate brute by having too 
much of the fire 'element in his m akeup; an animal by being 
almost entirely  earth ly; an idiot and embieile by having 
too m ueli  o f the a i r y  element, and all the other things man 
develops through having either one or two of the elemeuts 
in too large proportion.



the least inflammation evinced, disconcerts and rentiers 
entirely useless.

“ But all this is nothing to the price of those miseries of 
the soul which inhabit this ruined house. I t  knows neither 
whence it comes, nor whither it goes, nor what it is, nor 
where it resides. I t knows neither its author, nor its end, 
still less its own nature. I see tha t a t the time of its pro 
duction, in that happy moment when it  was united to 
Adam (the human body), and before his time had spread 
abroad and multiplied in his posterity, it  had God’s reason 
for its guide, his spirit for companion, his image for orna 
ment, and immortality for its  appanage. B ut since his 
disobedience all that is changed; these gifts and these 
honors have escaped him, the dignity  of his nature has been 
suppressed by the immutable arrest of heaven; he has been 
degraded from his nobility, his im m ortal character has 
been effaced, the impression of the divine seal which he had 
received has disappeared, he finds himself despoiled of all 
these excellent prerogatives, and plunged in  a profound 
night which robs him of all his brightness, and renders him 
like unto the beasts, and perishable as they.

“ Let us ccnsider this soul, by the essential connections 
which it has with God, with the body, and with itself. 
Nothing is so blind and so extravagant upon these three 
important points, which embody its functions and its 
duties; it is the only work of the Most H igh which has 
ignored the artisan, which has not rem arked the traits im 
printed in the depths of its nature, and has transferred the 
glory and the honor to indecent subjects. I t  has taken God 
for all things, and all things for him. Beings which have 
no life have had its incense and its adorations, as well as 
those which are animate, and fantastically making always 
its own God, has attributed to him its own passions and 
vices, and has subjected him to its own disgraces and to its 
alterations.

“ But if it is so blind upon the nature of its author, it is 
incomparably more so upon its own proper natu re ; that



which it is; and one of your masters assures us, that men 
have reasoned mere justly upon the nature of the soul, in 
such measure as they have better understood that of God. 
Be net astonished then it' it ignores itself to the extent 
that it does. It knows not it it is flesh or fish. You have 
but to overrun the centuries and all the schools, and you 
will find there an infinite number of seeds and souls armed 
one against the other, and ready to butcher each other, to 
sustain their extravagances upon the nature and the 
quality of their matter. I term the sects and philosophers 
the sects of souls, and I do them no wrong; for besides that 
they spiritualize themselves altogether differently to others, 
it is certain, following their principles, and yours, that 
their bodies have no part in their reasoning. In truth, 
Monsieur, i t  is fine to see these beautiful souls growing 
warm, and employing all the force of their eloquence and 
of their reason, to support each his different opinion upon 
that which they are. This research which they make with 
so much labor is only a proof of their degradation, and of 
their abasement, and nothing causes them more shame.

“ What would they lay to you in the world, if you went 
into public places and demanded seriously whether you 
are Orcnres, or Lyeides, Tirsis, or Phylandre, Frenchmen 
or Spaniard; would they hesitate to condemn you to the 
full rights of the mad-house? It is thus, however, that all 
these philosophical souls play the role at which they labor 
upon the benches, and employ therein a number of years 
in seeking for news of their nature and of their existence. 
Moreover, it is true, that amongst all the sects of souls so 
opposite in their sentiments upon themselves, some have 
sustained that they are nothing blit a subtle air; others, 
but a mass of delicate particles from the blood; others, but 
a delicate vapor; others, but the harmony of humors; 
others, but a ray of the sun; others, but a lustre; or, if you 
wish, a portion of divinity. Few of them are advised in 
thinking that they arc spiritual; and if they have some 
times believed it, it has nearly always been upon the faitll



of others, or because they desired the immortality which 
they believe to he inseparable from spirit, and not at all 
by their own conviction.

1 shook my head, and was about to in terrupt him, hml 
IWaenamara not arrested this movement in telling me, that 
the clause upon the faith of others saved the sentiments 
that religion gives us, and which are ineffaeibly grounded 
upon the faith that we ought to have in divine authority. 
He, the Gnome, continued:

“ It—the soul—knows not whence it takes its ideas, nor 
by vvlint means it is preserved; after having stripped the 
body of its sensations, and itself of attributes, it scrupu 
lously adjures them as a usurped good which comes from 
on high. I t comprehends neither its elevation, nor the base 
ness of its desires; it forms designs which are always with 
out effect; ami desires that it knows are not to fulfill. All 
its reasonings are empty, and supported only upon a shaky 
foundation, and upon false prejudices. I t  is always un 
decided, always irresolute, and is that, whether it is elated 
or depressed; it is always disquieted and discontented.

“ Until this age passed, it did h o n o r,to three illustrious 
powers, which gave a relief to its being; it has since pleased 
itself to hind up its enlargement and functions so well, 
that they are reduced to nothing. The understanding is 
nothing more than a miserable recipient, filled up with

•This is really true throughout the whole universe. Uni 
versally mankind believes in the different doctrines because 
he is told that they are founded upon divine authority. He 
believes that which is told or taught. He knows nothing 
for he has never awakened the soul faculties which would 
prove the truth to him. He believes in all different doc 
trines and forgets entirely that there is but one fact, his 
spirituality if he so wills. No man can know  but from 
within which is the process of the philosophers. Believing 
and knowing are vastly different. The m any believe, or 
believe that they believe, but the very few  fynow.



Ideas fo re ig n  to it, because i t  canno t draw  any from its own 
jf e p jjy  T he w ill is a w eathercock, which tlie least breath 
of passion causes to  tu rn  to its  liking, for it is that nearly 
always w hich m akes tin; determ inations in which consists 
the ac t of lib e rty , an d , in consequence, all its glory. B ut 
as it  is th e  im p ress io n  of th e  outside, and the warmth, or 
the coldness o f th e  blood, th a t  gives this birth, the soul has, 
without, d o u b t, less p a r t  th a n  the body in  its will. For that 
which re fe rs  to  m em ory, the  soul has to make a change of 
its q u a r te rs  in  o u r  days, an d  it  is degraded to such a point, 
th a t th e re  does n o t rem ain  to i t  a shade of its first noble 
ness. Y es, th is  v a s t w arehouse, where the soul should shut 
up an  in f in ity  o f im ages th a t  i t  ought to distill and spirit 
ualize, in  o rd e r  to  re n d e r  them  w orthy of being received 
in to  its rese rv o irs , has been tra n s fe rre d  altogether; and in 
place of its  reco llec tions of p as t tilings, the soul at other 
tim es h a d  h u t to  tu r n  in  upon itse lf to contemplate those 
im ages in  re se rv e ; i t  is obliged to-day to set out, and follow 
the p r in ts  of c e r ta in  little  in co n stan t bodies which overrun 
im petuously  am biguous rou tes, to  refresh the traces which 
th e ir  p red ecesso rs  had le ft. I n  such sort, that when the 
substance w here  these traces a re  p rin ted , dissolves itself, 
and  the  soul se p a ra te s  from  it, i t  is incumbent, at last, if 
Gcd does n o t su p p ly  it, th a t  it  necessarily forgets all tilings, 
th a t is to  say , w orks, thoughts , words, arts, talents, knowl 
edge, k in sm en , fr ie n d s , even its  body, and tha t it returns 
to its p r in c ip le  as d enuded  as w hen i t  set out.

“ P e rh a p s  y o u  th in k  th a t its  residence in a material 
h ab ita tio n  re n d e rs  i t  b u t p ro p e r  to understand  the body 
which i t  governs, an d  those by  w hich it is surrounded. 
E rro r , im a g in a tio n . The body is still more enigmatical, 
fo r of its  ow n n a tu re  i t  does no t know whether it is the 
sou l’s p r iso n  o r i ts  k ingdom , if  i t  existed before the body 
was, o r i f  i t  w as befo re  th a t  could be. I f  it is sent there 
im m edia te ly  fro m  on high , or if  i t  dw elt united  to matter, 
as the flow er a n d  th e  p la n t develop themselves from the 
seed. I f  i t  a id s  to  bu ild , or to arran g e , or if  it comes but



LESSON III.

THE EXAMINATION.

It is a singular truth, that the best arguments in favor of 
astrology may be drawn from its opponents. The able 
author of the article “ Astronomy/’ in the “ Edinburgh 
Encyclopedia.” distinctly states: “ As all bodies which 
compose the solar system gravitate towards one another, 
and, as Newton clearly proved, every particle of matter 
in the universe gravitated towards every other particle, 
we may look upon it as an established doctrine, that mutual 
actions exist among all bodies of matter, and that every 
portion of nature sympathetically agitates or affects every 
other portion of nature.” Now this is precisely, although 
unintentionally, an exposition of the very laws upon which 
the science is based. Nothing would be more absurd than 
to urge that a compound of matter so susceptible as we 
know the animal brain and vital essence to be, would he 
capable of resisting the action of influences, to which, ac 
cording to the Newtonian principles, every particle of that 
dense stone called adamant would be obedient and tract 
able. The whole surface cf the human body is, when 
moderately ecrpulent, about fifteen feet square, and the 
pressure which occasions the rise and fall of the mercury 
in the thermometer shows, by its variation, that at one 
time when the air is most heavy such a body sustains a 
pressure externally cf 33,905 pounds and upwards, whilst, 
when the atmosphere is lighter, the pressure on the same 
body is not more than 30,624 pounds, and, consequently, an 
increase cr decrease of weight equal to 3,281 pounds may 
be externally acting cn the body of a person,, and which



change he m ay  suffer every few hours, as the fluctuations 

of the b a ro m e te r sufficiently prove. Now that atmospherical 

equ ilib rium  so necessary to ease is constantly heiuz dis 

tu rbed , an d  a g ita tio n s  which may be compared to the ebb 

ing  an d  flow ing of the tides of the ocean, are constantly 

being experienced  by every living animal, and all this is 

occasioned by  the  same motive power of the things in 

an im ate , viz., p lan e ta ry  influence. Where, then, is there 

au g h t so ou trageously  marvellous in the doctrine that 

astro logy  w ould teach ? The w riter of an article which was 

pub lished  in  th e  “ E ncyclopedia,”  published by Charles 

K n igh t, a tte m p ts , when speaking of astrology, to ridicule 

the p rin c ip le s  by  which it is upheld, hut makes no attempt 

to exp la in  aw ay  the  stubborn facts which fell under his 

notice w hilst “ c ram m in g ”  for the necessary information. 

H s has, how ever, the candor to admit that “ it is philo 

sophical fo r  a new ly-created being in possession of rational 

pow ers to  su sp en d  his opinion on such a point (planetary 

influence) u n t i l  he has observed facts enough to affirm cr 

deny  the  connection  asserted to exist between the positions 

of the p lan e ts  a n d  his own fortunes. That there is nothing 

re p u g n a n t in  the  n a tu re  of astrology, is sufficiently proved 

by the  n u m b er of g rea t minds which have been led by it; 

an d  the p re se n t age must recollect that the arguments 

which a re  now  held conclusive against astrology are pre 

cisely these w hich were formerly held equally decisive in 

favor of it, nam ely , the bias of education.” This is, at all 

events, a lib e ra l concession, and the last sentence must 

throw  no inconsiderable  light on the nature of the oppo 

sition afforded by  ou r opponents. But to proceed: the 

twelve divisions, w hich our succeeding lesson will illustrate, 

are called  the  tw elve houses of heaven, and are numbered in



the order in which they would1 rise if the circles accom 

panied the diurnal revolution. Every heavenly body passes 

through the twelve houses in twenty-four hours, but is not 

always in the same house with the same stars, except at the 

equator. For it is evident, in order to have two bodies 

always in the same house, the revolution must take place 
round the north and south poles of the heavens, which poles 
are, in the horizon, only to a spectator on the equator itself. 
The principal point attended to in each house is the part 
of the zodiac which occupies it, and the place of any planet 
in the house is the distance of that body from the cusp, or 
boundary circle measured on the zodiac. These houses have 
different powers. The strongest of all is the first, which 
contains the part of the heavens about to rise; this is called 
the ascendant, and the point of the eliptic which is just 
rising is called the horoscope. The next house in power is 
the tenth, which is coming on the meridian. The first is the 
house of life; the second, of riches; the third, of brethren; 
the fourth, of parents; the fifth, of children; the sixth, of 
health; the seventh, of marriage; the eighth, or death; the 
ninth, of religion; the tenth, of dignities; the eleventh, of 
friends, and the twelfth, of enemies. To enter minutely 
into the constitution of a liouse, and why the planets and 
zodiacal signs should be thus posited, will be the subject of 
the next lesson.



H E R M E T I C  B R O T H E R H O O D . 

T E M P L E  T A L K .

F O R M .

F o rm  is  th e  l im i ta t io n  o f  s p i r i t .  I t  is also, so fa r as we 

know , th e  C o sm o s, i ts  o n ly  re a s o n a b le  expression . O nly 

th ro u g h  f o r m  c a n  S p i r i t  be  m a d e  m a n ife s t  to m a n ’s ou ter 

co n sc io u sn ess , t h e r e f o r e ,  o n ly  th r o u g h  fo rm  can  we pene 

t r a te  th e  h id d e n  m y s te r ie s  o f  s p i r i t .  T he  v a rie ty  of its 

m a n ife s ta t io n  is  in f in i te ,  a n d  th e  b a la n c e  betw een the “ too,

too s o l id ”  a n d  e th e r e a l ,  th e  a lm o s t  fo rm less , is con tinually  

s h if t in g . A s  w e  see  in  a r t ,  th e  p e n d u lu m  sw ings, from  

p e rio d  to  p e r io d ,  b e tw e e n  a  r e a l is t ic  a n d  an  im pressionist 

school, so th e  s a m e  th in g  o b ta in s  in  re lig io n s , from  a dog 

m atic  C h u rc h  to  a  Q u a k e r  a sse m b ly , w ith  innum erab le  

shades o f  r i t u a l  a n d  n o n - r i tu a l  p r a c t ic in g  bodies betw een 

th e  tw o.

T he  fo rm  is  n o t  th e  essence , o n  th a t  p o in t  a ll agree. B u t 

th e  q u e s tio n  a r is e s ,  c a n  th e  essence  be re ta in e d  fo r any  

p ra c t ic a l  p u r p o s e  w i th o u t  th e  fo rm '?  C an  the  liq u id  be 

se rv iceab le  w i th o u t  a  vessel to  c o n ta in  i t?

“ W h e n  th e  la m p  is  s h a t te r e d , th e  l ig h t  in  th e  d u s t lies dead.
W h e n  th e  c lo u d  is  s c a t te r e d ,  th e  r a in b o w ’s g lo ry  is sh ed .”

T h e  w h o le  o f  n a t u r e  is  a n  o b je c t lesson , n o t in  o rd e r th a t 

we m a y  m e re ly  k n o w  a n d  rec o g n ize  th e  ob jec ts , b u t th a t we 

m ay  re a c h  s o m e th in g  b e h in d  o r  w i th in  th em . A ll the  early  

y e a rs  o f m a n ’s l i f e ,  in  som e in s ta n c e s  a ll th e  years, are  
sp e n t in  s tu d y in g  o b je c ts . T h e  i n f a n t ’s  f irs t  lessons a re  

lessons in  fo rm . I t  c la sp s  i ts  m o th e r ’s fin g er, a stick, an  

iv o ry  th in g .  A s  so o n  a s  i t  b e g in s  to  c ra w l i t  m akes fo r one 
solid  o b je c t  a f t e r  a n o th e r ,  g ra s p s  e a c h  in  tu r n ,  a n d  becomes 

conscious o f  t h r e e  d im e n s io n s . I t  e v en  som etim es reaches 
ou t i ts  h a n d s  f o r  th e  m oon



At a later stage, the imitative or creative faculty conies 
into play, and the artist strives to throw his thought into 
shape on canvas, in stone, wood or measured words and 
becomes painter, sculptor or poet. Even music, the most 
ethereal of the arts is form, a mode of expression of emo 
tions and ideas. The artist does not remain satisfied with 
one form, but rather casts it aside as inadequate to express 
all the thought that burns within him, he seeks ever some 
new form, purer, richer, or more simple, by which to give a 
fuller and more perfect expression. But form he must 
have. Goethe, that master of manifold expression, makes 
the earth-spirit tell Faust in words that have been splen 
didly rendered by I know not what translator:

“ Thus at the whirring loom of time I ply,
And weave for God the garment thou seest Him by.” 

Literally, “ His living dress” (der Gottheit lebendiges 
Kleid).

These reflections have been awakened in my mind by 
observing the tendency of certain philosophic teachers to 
depreciate form, and to consider all outward things as il 
lusion. So they are in themselves, but the same philoso 
phers say that nature is the best teachei. f I heartily agree; 
and nature employs form as her instrument.

Others again may say: “ But nature’s most powerful 
agents are formless.” Have we not the “ viewless air,” 
steam, electricity; all formless, impalpable? Yes, but be 
fore steam becomes a motor it must be confined within the 
engine it is to propel. The wind gives rise to the sail and 
the wind-mill, and thus becomes useful to man. My con 
tention is, as against the form-destroyers, iconoclasts of 
various grades, that for practical purposes thought and 
spirit have no existence apart from form. Form, therefore, 
is the necessary corollary of spirit, or to use a seeming 
paradox, illusion is an essential part of truth. It does not 
stand in antagonism to it. If recognized in its partial ex 
pression, illusion becomes the pathway to the goal, the 
bridge to the ultimate. But it is a bridge we cannot do



without. It is a part of the great scheme of evolution, and 
therefore must be right in its own place. AYe have only to 
guard against mistaking the shadow for the substance, and 

to be continually correcting our observations of the sun of 
truth.

Not only can we not afford to give up form, even in re 
ligion, but we find its use an imperative necessity, even at 
the risk of sometimes over-estimating the cost of we know 
not what blood and sorrow, what long ages of strenuous 
labor and painful defense. Shall we destroy the well-tried 
paths which have so long and safely led men to that upper 
chamber where the greater mysteries are enacted, and sub 
stitute new roads which may lead us astray? 
must find expression.

I t  seems a strangely contradictory state of mind which 

finds it bard to believe in the historical facts of the life of 
Christ, because these facts contain an inner signification 
which transcend them in importance. If the thing signified 

be true, surely that is an additional reason for holding the 

facts to bo true  also, given always the promise that all truth

From the standpoint of the higher ego the events of 
every human life have a deeper meaning than we can dis 
cern at p resen t; but when we come to understand them 
aright we shall surely not say that they never happened, 

nor that life in the body was unnecessary.
The contemplation of the highest life over lived on earth 

is to the ordinary  human being the surest help, and fur 
nishes the most inspiring hope, on the upward path. The 
more he contemplates, the more does that form irradiate the 
divine of which it is the expression. Only the Father is 

the Illimitable, the Formless, the Unconditioned. The 
moment He takes on form, lie  becomes the Son; when the 
Son has fulfilled Ilis  mission, the irradiating Spirit is dif 
fused into the hearts of all believers, and is the Holy Spirit 
of Truth.

How shall H is teaching he preserved? A body must he 

formed, which shall jealously guard the traditions, trail-



scribe the facts, store up the teach ing  an d  tran sm it them to 
posterity. Should the  body be changed, there  is danger of 
loss, but the same facts w ill fo r  ever find  expression in some 
form  or other. The gates of hell canno t p reva il against the 
rock of tru th . In tu itio n , th a t sun  of the  soul, though often 
beclouded, will always finally  lead  us r i g h t ; b u t forms are 

as sign-posts th a t m ark  the road  to  the  sa n c tu a ry  wherein 

dwells the Holy Grail.
“ Eg y pt / ’

Given a t H eadquarters, 
February , 1910.

San Francisco, California.



T H E  G R IM O R IU M  VERUM.

The fo u r specific a n d  und isgu ised  handbooks of magic, 

all in  the  F re n c h  lan g u ag e , b u t in  th ree  cases, like so much 

of the cerem onial l i te ra tu re , possessing Ita lian  connections, 

a re :

G rim orium  V erum , or the  M ost A pproved Keys of Solo 

mon, the H ebrew  R abb in , w herein  the most hidden secrets, 

both n a tu ra l  a n d  su p e rn a tu ra l, a re  exhibited, translated 

from  th e  H ebrew  by  P la in g ie re , a Dom inican Monk, with a 

collection of cu rious secters. Published  by Alibeck, the 

E gyp tian , 1517.

T rue B lack  M agic, c r  the  Secret of Secrets, a manuscript 

found a t Je ru sa le m  in  the Sepulchre  of Solomon, contain 

in g : 1st. F orty -five  T alism ans w ith  the ir representation, as 

also the m an n e r of u sing  them , together with their mar 

velous p ro p erties . 2nd. A ll M agical Characters known to 

this day. T ra n s la te d  from  the H ebrew  of the Magus Irce- 

Grego, Rome, 1750.
The G ran d  G rim cre, with the pow erful clavicle of Solo 

mon. The In fe rn a l  Devices of the G reat A grippa for the 

Disccvery of a ll H id d en  T reasures and the Subjugation of 

every D enom ination  of S p irits , together with an Abridg 

m ent of all the  M agical A rts. No date.
The C onstitu tion  of Pope I lo n o riu s  the Great, wherein 

may be fo u n d  arcane  con ju ra tions which must be used 

against the sp ir its  of darkness. W ith  a collection of the 

most rare  secrets. Rome, 1670.
The s tu d e n t m ust rem em ber th a t neither titles nor the 

dates are  to be taken  seriously. A ll these works, while 

really  g iv ing  th e  t r u e  secrets, were w ritten  with the idea to 
deceive those who had  no righ t to them  and only the true 

student w ill be able to lea rn  the tru th .

As ind icated  by the  au thorsh ip  which is attributed to it,



th e  O r i m o r i u m  V c r u m  is  b a s e d  to  s o m e  e x t e n t  u p o n  

“ K ey  o f  S o lo m o n  th e  K i n g , ”  t h e  m a i n  p o i n t s  o f  re sen  l'6 
lan c e  b e in g  in  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  t h e  m a g i c a l  in s t r u m e n ts  
a n d  in  som e o f  th e  f o r m s  o f  p r a y e r .  I t  d is t in g u is h * *  
p la in ly  th e  p o w e rs  w h ic h  i t  is  p r o p o s e d  to  in v o k e  b y  tin  
nam e o f t h a t  w h ic h  is  e v il. A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  i t  r e f e r s  tlier 
n o m in a lly  to  th e  f o u r  e le m e n ts ,  w h ic h  w i l l  c o n n e c t  them  
w ith  sy lp h s , s a la m a n d e r s ,  a n d  so  f o r t h ,  b u t  t h e  s tu d e n t  
m u s t a lw ay s  b e a r  in  m in d  t h a t  m a g ic  i s  m a g i c .  T h a t  i t  is 
o n l y  B la c k  M ag ic  w h e n  u s e d  a s  s u c h  a n d  W h i t e  M agic 
w hen  u sed  f o r  a  good  p u r p o s e .  N e i t h e r  r i t u a l  n o r  cere  
m o n ia ls  c a n  r e a l ly  m a k e  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e ,  i t  i s  th e  m o t iv e  
w hich  is o f  co n seq u en ce .

T he  w o rk  p u r p o r t s  to  b e  d iv id e d  i n t o  t h r e e  s e c t io n s ,  con  
ta in in g :  1st. T h e  c h a r a c te r s  a n d  s e a l s  o f  t h e  d e m o n s ,  w ith  
th e  fo rm s  o f th e i r  e v o c a tio n s  a n d  d i s m is s a l .  2 n d .  A  de  
sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  a n d  s u p e r n a t u r a l  s e c r e t s  w h ic h  can  
he o p e ra te d  by  th e  p o w e r o f  th e s e  d e m o n s ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  a n y  
d ecep tio n . 3 rd . T h e  k e y  o f  th e  w o rk ,  a n d  t h e  p r o p e r  a p p l i  
c a tio n  th e re o f.

I n  th e  w o rk  w h ich  th e  I m p e r i a l i s t i c  C o u n c i l  i s  is s u in g , 
these  w orks w ill be  g iv e n  in  s u c h  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  t h e  p o s  
sessor w ill u n d e rs ta n d  it .  T h e  a lc h e m ic a l  l a n g u a g e  w i l l  be 
e lim in a te d  a n d  m o d e rn  E n g l i s h  u s e d  i n s t e a d .  I t  is  p r o  
posed  to  c le a r  u p  th e  d e lu s io n s  o f  th e s e  m a s t e r s  a n d  g ive  
th e  w orks as th e y  re a l ly  a re . I t  w i l l  t h e n  b e  f o u n d  th a t  
these m a s te rs  w ere  p r a c t ic a l  a n d  w o r k in g  u n d e r  a n  a s t r o  
logical law , also, t h a t  m o s t o f  t h e  c e r e m o n i a l s  m a y  be 
e lim in a ted  a n d  th e  sam e r e s u l ts  o b ta in e d  a s  w i t h  th e m .

T he  w ork  is re a lly  d iv id e d  i n to  tw o  p a r t s  o n ly ,  th e  
O r im o r i u m  V c r u m  p ro p e r ,  a n d  th e  “ M a g ic a l  S e c r e t s . ”  
T he f ir s t :  1. D ire c tio n s  f o r  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  o p e r  
a to r , a ll o f a  p e rso n a l k in d , a n d  a n a lo g o u s  to  t h e  c la v ic le .  
2. T h e  in s tru c tio n s  fo r  th e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  t h e  m a g ic a l  
in s tru m e n ts  re q u ire d  in  th e  w o rk . 3 . T h e  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  
th e  v irg in  p a rc h m e n t on  w h ic h  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  s e a l s  a r e  
to  be in sc rib e d , sh o w in g  d i s t in c t  v a r i a t i o n s  f r o m  th e



change he m a y  su ffe r  e v e ry  few  h o u rs , as the fluctuations 

of the b a ro m e te r  su ffic ien tly  p ro v e . Now th a t  atm ospherical 

equ ilib rium  so n e c e ssa ry  to  ease is co n stan tly  being r 1 ih- 

tu rb ed , a n d  a g ita t io n s  w h ich  m ay  be com pared to the ebb 

in g  a n d  flow ing  o f th e  tid e s  o f th e  ocean, are constantly  

being e x p e rie n c e d  b y  ev ery  l iv in g  an im al, and  all th is is 

occasioned b y  th e  sam e m o tiv e  pow er of' the th ings in  

an im ate , v iz., p la n e ta r y  in fluence . W here, then, is there 

au g h t so o u tra g e o u s ly  m arv e llo u s  in  the doctrine th a t 

astro logy  w o u ld  te a c h ?  T h e  w r i te r  of an a rtic le  which was 

p ub lished  in  th e  “  E n c y c lo p a e d ia ,p u b l i s h e d  by Charles 

K n ig h t, a t te m p ts ,  w h en  sp e a k in g  o f astro logy, to ridicule 

the p r in c ip le s  b y  w h ich  it  is u p h e ld , b u t makes no a ttem pt 

to e x p la in  aw ay  th e  s tu b b o rn  fac ts  w hich fell u n der his 

notice w h ils t “ c ra m m in g ”  fo r  the  necessary  inform ation. 

H s has, how ever, th e  c an d o r to  ad m it th a t “ it is philo- 

sophical fo r  a  n e w ly -c rea ted  be ing  in  possession of rational 

powre rs  to  su sp e n d  his op in ion  on such a po in t (p lanetary  

in fluence) u n t i l  he  has observed fac ts  enough to affirm or 

deny  th e  co n n ec tio n  a sse rted  to ex ist betw een the positions 

of th e  p la n e ts  a n d  h is  own fo rtu n es. T h a t there  is nothing 

re p u g n a n t in  th e  n a tu re  o f astro logy , is  sufficiently proved 

by th e  n u m b e r o f g re a t m inds w hich have been led by i t;  

an d  th e  p re s e n t  age m ust recollect th a t the  argum ents 

w hich a re  now  h e ld  conclusive a g a in s t astrology are pre 

cisely these  w h ich  w ere  fo rm erly  held  equally  decisive in 

fav o r o f it, n am ely , the  b ias of ed u ca tio n .”  This is, at all 

events, a  l ib e ra l concession, an d  the  last sentence must 

th ro w  no in co n sid e rab le  lig h t on the  n a tu re  of the oppo 

s ition  affo rded  by  o u r opponents. B u t to proceed : the 

tw elve d iv isions, w hich  o u r succeeding lesson will illustrate, 

a re  ca lled  th e  tw elve houses of heaven, and  a re  numbered ia



the order in which they would1 rise if the circles accom 
panied the diurnal revolution. Every heavenly body passeg 
through the twelve houses in twenty-four hours, but is not 
always in the same house with the same stars, except at the 
equator. For it is evident, in order to have two bodies 
always in the same house, the revolution must take place 
round the north and south poles of the heavens, which poles 
are, in the horizon, only to a spectator cn the equator itself. 
The principal point attended to in each house is the part 
of the zodiac which occupies it, and the place of any planet 
in the house is the distance of that body from the cusp, or 
boundary circle measured on the zodiac. These houses have 
different powers. The strongest of all is the first, which 
contains the part of the heavens about to rise; this is called 
the ascendant, and the point of the eliptic which is just 
rising is called the horoscope. The next house in power is 
the tenth, which is coming on the meridian. The first is the 
house of life; the second, of riches; the third, of brethren; 
the fourth, of parents; the fifth, of children; the sixth, of 
health; the seventh, of marriage; the eighth, or death; the 
ninth, of religion; the tenth, of dignities; the eleventh, of 
friends, and the twelfth, of enemies. To enter minutely 
into the constitution of a house, and w'hy the planets and 
zodiacal signs should be thus posited, will be the subject of 
the next lesson.



H E R M E T IC  BROTHERHOOD.

T EM PL E  TALK.

FORM.

Form  is the lim itation of spirit. I t  is also, so far as we 

know, the Cosmos, its only reasonable expression. Only 

through form can sp irit be made manifest to man’s outer 

consciousness, therefore, only through form can we pene 

trate  the hidden mysteries of spirit. The variety of its 

m anifestation is infinite, and the balance between the “ too, 

too solid”  and ethereal, the almost formless, is continually 
shifting. As we see in art, the pendulum swings, from 
period to period, between a realistic and an impressionist 
school, so the same thing obtains in religions, from a dog 
matic Church to a Quaker assembly, with innumerable 
shades of ritu a l and non-ritual practicing bodies between 
the two.

The form  is not the essence, cn that point all agree. But 
the question arises, can the essence be retained for any 
practical purpose without the form? Can the liquid be 
serviceable w ithout a vessel to contain it?
“ W hen the lam p is shattered,the light in the dust lies dead.

W hen the cloud is scattered, the rainbow’s glory is shed.”
The whole of nature is an object lesson, not in order that 

we m ay m erely know and recognize the objects, but that we 
m ay reach something behind or within them. All the early 
years of m an ’s life, in some instances all the years, are 
spent in studying objects. The in fan t’s first lessons are 
lessons in form. I t  clasps its m other’s finger, a stick, an 
ivory thing. As soon as it begins to crawl it makes for one 
solid object a fte r another, grasps each in turn, and becomes 
conscious of three dimensions. I t even sometimes reaches 
put its  hauds for the moou



A t a later stage, the im itative or creative faculty comes 

into play, and the a rtist strives to throw  his thought into 

shape cn canvas, in  stone, wood or measured words, and 

becomes painter, sculptor or poet. E ven music, the most 

ethereal of the a rts  is form, a mode of expression of emo 

tions and ideas. The a rtist does not rem ain satisfied with 

one form, but ra ther casts it aside as inadequate to express 

all the thought that burns w ithin him, he seeks ever some 

new form, purer, richer, or more simple, by which to give a 

fuller and more perfect expression. B u t form  he must 
have. Goethe, tha t m aster of m anifold expression, makes 

the earth-spirit tell F aust in words th a t have been splen- 

didlv rendered bv I  know not w hat tra n s la to r :V *

“ Thus at the whirring loom of time I  ply,
And weave for God the garm ent thou seest Him by. 

Literally, “ His living dress”  (der G ottheit lebendiges 

K leid).
These reflections have been awakened in  my mind by 

observing the tendency of certain philosophic teachers to 

depreciate form, and to consider all outw ard things as il 
lusion. So they are in themselves, bu t the same philoso 

phers say that nature is the best teacher1. I  heartily  agree; 

and nature employs form as her instrum ent.
Others again may say: “ B ut n a tu re ’s most powerful 

agents are formless.”  Have we not the “ viewless air,” 
steam, electricity; all formless, impalpable? Yes, but be 
fore steam becomes a motor it  must be confined within the 

engine it is to propel. The wind gives rise to the sail and 

the wind-mill, and thus becomes useful to man. My con 

tention is, as against the form-destroyers, iconoclasts of 

various grades, that for practical purposes thought and 
sp irit have no existence apart from form. Form, therefore 
is the necessary corollary of spirit, or to use a seeming 
paradox, illusion is an essential part of tru th . I t  does not 
stand in antagonism to it. I f  recognized in its partial ex 
pression, illusion becomes the pathway to the goal the 
bridge to the ultimate. But it k  a bridge we cannot do



without. It is a part of the great scheme of evolution, and 
therefore must he right in its own place. We have only to 
guard against mistaking the shadow for the substance, and 
to be continually correcting cur observations of the sun of 
truth.

Not only can we not afford to give up form, even in re 
ligion, but we find its use an imperative necessity, even at 
the risk of sometimes ever-estimating the cost of we know 
not what blood and sorrow, what long ages of strenuous 
labor and painful defense. Shall we destroy the well-tried 
paths which have so long and safely led men to that upper 
chamber where the greater mysteries are enacted, and sub 
stitute new roads which may lead us astray? 
must find expression.

It seems a strangely contradictory state of mind which 
finds it hard to believe in the historical facts of the life of 
Christ, because these facts contain an inner signification 
which transcend them in importance. If the thing signified 
be true, surely that is an additional reason for holding the 
facts to he true also, given always the premise that all truth

From the standpoint of the higher ego the events of 
every human life have a deeper meaning than we can dis 
cern at present: but when we come to understand them 
aright we shall surely not say that they never happened, 
nor that life in the body was unnecessary.

The contemplation cf the highest life ever lived on earth 
is to the ordinary’ human being the surest help, and fur 
nishes the most inspiring hope, on the upward path. The 
more he contemplates, the more does that form irradiate the 
divine of which it is the expression. Only the Father is 
the Illimitable, the Formless, the Unconditioned. The 
moment He takes on form. He becomes the Son; when the 
Son has fulfilled His mission, the irradiating Spirit is dif 
fused into the hearts of all believers, and is the Holy Spirit 
of Truth.

How shall H is teaching be preserved ? A body must he 
form ed, which shall jealously guard the traditions, tram.



scribe the facts, store up th e  teaching  and  transm it them to 
posterity . Should the body be changed, there  is danger of 
loss, but the same facts will fo r ever find  expression in some 
form  or other. The gates of hell canno t p reva il against the 
rock of tru th . In tu itio n , th a t sun of the soul, though often 
beclouded, will always finally  lead  us r ig h t;  bu t forms are 
as sign-posts th a t m ark  the road  to the  san c tu a ry  wherein 
dwells the H oly Grail.

“ E g y pt .”
Given a t H eadquarters, 
F eb ru ary , 1910.
San Francisco, C alifornia.



THE GRIMORIUM VERUM.

The lo u r  specific  and un disgu ised  handbooks of magic, 

all in  the F ren ch  langu age, but in  three cases, like so much 

of the cerem onial litera tu re , possessing Italian connections, 

a r e :

G riinorium  Y eru m , or the M ost Approved Keys of Solo 

mon, the H eb rew  Rabbin, w herein the most hidden secrets, 

both n atu ra l and  supernatural, are exhibited, translated 

from  the H eb rew  by P laingiere, a Dominican Monk, with a 

collection o f curious sectors. Published by Alibeck, the 
E gyp tian , 1517.

True B lack  M agic, or the Secret of Secrets, a manuscript 
found at Jeru salem  in the Sepulchre of Solomon, contain 
in g : 1st. F orty-five  Talism ans with their representation, as 
also the m anner o f using them, together with their mar 

velous properties. 2nd. A ll Magical Characters known to 

this day. T ranslated from the Hebrew of the Magus Iroe- 
Grego, Rome, 1750.

The Grand Grimore, with the powerful clavicle of Solo 
mon. The In fern a l Devices of the Great Agrippa for the 
D iscovery of all H idden Treasures and the Subjugation of 
every D enom ination of Spirits, together with an Abridg 
m ent of all the Magical Arts. No date.

The C onstitution of Pope Honorius the Great, wherein 
m ay be found arcane conjurations which must be used 
against the sp irits of darkness. W ith a collection of the 
most rare secrets. Rome, 1670.

The student must remember that neither titles ncr the 
dates are to be taken seriously. All these works, while 
really g iv in g  the true  secrets, were written with the idea to 
deceive those who had no right to them and only the true 
student w ill be able to learn the truth.

A s indicated by the authorship which is attributed to it,



the G rim  o n  tun V a u n t  is based to some extent m)()I 
“ Key of Solomon the King,” the main points of lVs.J 
lanee being in the description of the magical instcunJ 
uud in some of the forms of prayer. It (I is tinguij 
plainly the powers which it is proposed to invoke by J 
name of that which is evil. At the same time it refers the 
nominally to the four elements, which will connect tli(. 
with sylphs, salamanders, and so forth, but the stadc, 
must always bear in mind that magic is magic. That it j 
on ly  Black Magic when used as such and White Magi 
when used for a good purpose. N e ith e r  ritual nor cere 
monials can really make any difference, it is the motivt 
which is of consequence.

The work purports to be divided into three sections, con 
taining: 1st. The characters and seals of the demons, with 
the forms of their evocations and dismissal. 2nd. A de 
scription of the natural and supernatural secrets which can 
be operated by the power of these demons, and without any 
deception. 3rd. The key of the work, and the proper appli 
cation thereof.

In  th e  w ork which the  Im p e r ia l is t ic  C o u n c il is  issuing, 

these works w ill be given in  such  la n g u a g e  th a t  th e  pos 

sessor w ill u n d e rs tan d  it. T he a lch em ica l la n g u a g e  w ill be 
elim inated  an d  m odern E n g lish  u sed  in s te a d . I t  is pro 
posed to d e a r  up the delusions o f these  m a s te rs  a n d  give 
the  works as they rea lly  are. I t  w ill th e n  be fo u n d  that 
these m asters were p rac tical an d  w o rk in g  u n d e r  a n  astro  
logical law, also, th a t m ost c f  th e  c e rem o n ia ls  m ay  be 
elim inated and the same results ob ta in ed  as w ith  them .

T he work is really d ivided in to  tw o p a r t s  on ly , the 
G r im o r iu m  V e r u m  proper, and  the  **M agical Secrets. ”  
The firs t: 1. D irections fo r the p re p a ra tio n  o f th e  oper 
a tor, all of a personal kind, and  analogous to th e  clavicle.
2. The instructions for the m anufactu re  o f the  m agical 
in s tru m en ts  required in the work. 3 / T he com position of 
the  v irg in  parchm ent on which the charac ters an d  seals are 
to be inscribed, showing distinct varia tions from the
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