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Th© B-hagavad Gita Note Rings
Ont From Adyar

I AM always very happy when the Convention Daily News 
appears, be it from Adyar or from Benares. It is a sign that members 
of The Theosophical Society are gathered together from all parts of 
the world to constitute an outward and visible expression of the great 
principle for which the First Object of The Society stands.

There is no truer nor more universal a brotherhood than that 
of an Annual Convention, especially in India, for many countries are 
represented and every great faith. And there is a comradeship of 
a very beautiful kind uniting all the delegates. In the Theosophical 
Society there is no communal spirit to deny the Universal Brotherhood, 
there is no religious pride to deny the equal beauty of all religions, 
there is no narrow patriotism to deny the equal greatness of all the 
Motherlands.,

And a Convention of The Society—national or international, 
or both—ris delightful evidence of the Truth Theosophists know so 
well, that true individuality, whether in terms of faith or of nationality,
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or hi any other terms, is the very essence of true universality. We 
cannot be rightly individual without being universal. We cannot be 
rightly universal without being individual.

May the International Convention of the whole Society and 
the National Convention of the Indian Section, so much together 
always in India, now about to take place, help to see the world 
safely through its present Kurukshetra, and may the Song of the 
Lord, the eternal Bhagavad Gita, ring forth from Adyar to the very 
ends of the earth.

Adyar is uncommonly populous. During Convention there will 
be about 2000 people resident in the compound. The larger group 
will be delegates to Convention, numbering about 800. Then there 
are 200 Adyar residents, about 300 teachers in the Montessori Camp, 
and 500 Scouts and Guides at the Besant Camping Centre.

Not since 1925, the year of the Jubilee Convention, with nearly 
2000 delegates, has Adyar been host to so many. Both Camps—the 
Montessori and the Hindustan Scouts—are linked with Convention, 
inasmuch as Dr. Montessori is a Convention lecturer and is present 
at all social engagements, while Dr. Arundale is Camp Chief, as 
well as Chief Commissioner of the Hindustan Scout Association in the 
Madras Presidency.

Delegates from oversea countries are conspicuous by their absence. 
Those who proposed to attend have been prevented by the War. So 
that the delegates are almost exclusively Indian, with the oversea 
countries, isolated Lodges and Fellows-at-large represented by their 
Liaison Officers.

Delegates are accommodated at the Indian and European guest 
houses, and in various bungalows within the compound. Dr. 
Montessori is in residence at Olcott Gardens, and the teachers who 
are taking the training course are housed in lightly built cottages in the 
neighbourhood of the guest houses. . ............
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AN INVOCATION

*Мау Those who are the embodiment of Love Immortal bless with 
Their protection The Society established to do Their Will on earth ; may 
They ever guard it by Their Power, inspire it with Their Wisdom, and 
energise it with Their Activity”.

INDIAN ART EXHIBITION
An exhibition of Indian paintings by living artists is one of the 

permanent features of the Convention of The Theosophical Society 
at Adyar. A choice collection of examples will be opened for public 
view in the Pavlova Theatre at 4.30 this afternoon. The exhibition 
is one of the numerous art activities of the Kalakshetra, and although 
the exhibits are not numerous they give an idea of the trends in the 
movement for the re-establishment of indigenous Indian painting which 
began some years ago in Bengal and spread to other parts of the 
country.

The Work of Kalakshetra

Kalakshetra is doing vigorous work in connection with the 
Montessori training course, including an Arts course to instil art appre­
ciation and understanding, especially of South Indian art, and a series 
of concerts in the Adyar Theatre, At the concert next Saturday 
evening, December 30th, Nagaswaram music will be played by 
Veeruswamy, a genius of his instrument. Time 7 p. m., under the 
Banyan Tree.

Apart from this, Shrimati Rukmini Devi will present the classical 
dance of South India, Bharata Natya, on the 27th at 7 p.m. in the 
Adyar Theatre. The financial outcome of this concert will be utilized 
for the furtherance of Art-Education.

There will be a concert on Christmas Day, at 7-30 p.m., when 
Kalakshetra pupils will give a varied programme. This will reveal. in 
part what the Centre is doing.

During the Convention it is intended to acquaint the delegates 
with the activities of the Kalakshetra and enlist their co-operation. 
The Manager will be happy to give information.

CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar



Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGanqotri •
4 THE INDIAN THEOSOPHIST [Jan.

The Kurukshetra of Today
The note which the President has struck in calling this the 

Kurukshetra Convention will be sounded throughout the whole ten 
days. It was a clear vibration during the Gita Jayanti celebrations on 
Friday, the 22nd, when the President linked the Kurukshetra of 
7000 years ago with the War of today.

“The Bhagavad Gita should be heard in all its magnificences 
in such a Kurukshetra as we have today, for is there not,” he said, “a 
Kurukshetra here and now, a world Kurukshetra, the offspring of that 
other Kurukshetra which took place so many thousands of years ago in 
India ? Are we not all Arjunas in this world Kurukshetra ? Since the 
Song of the Lord was given then for all eternity, it is given for today 
no less. It belongs to today. Those who desire to face the world 
crisis, and to act reverently in the world crisis, as we have it today, 
can never do better than hear the Song of the Lord again.”

The President indicated three meanings or applications which he 
found in the Song of the Lord Sri Krishna. First, it has a 
meaning for Arjuna, and we are all Arjunas ; second, the Bhagavad 
Grita is the song of Life’s Eternal Meaning; third, it has a very definite 
meaning for India, a specific application for India, as India is at the 
present time. Its setting is India. It is a setting between the death 
of an India and the birth of India, and as such has deep import for 
the India of today. “Those who have the eyes can read therein 
the destiny of India,” the President said.

Another feature of the Bhagavad Gita which the President pointed 
out is its perfect reconciliation between the teachings of ahimsa, so rife 
in the world today, and its opposite which we call liimsa. “The 
Bhagavad Gita rises high above these distinctions into lhe Perfect Unity 
where such distinctions are positively reconciled.”

Observing that the Bhagavad Gita is a Song of Courage, the 
President remarked, that if only Britain, America, in fact every country 
in the world, had some knowledge of, and India had more knowledge 
of the Bhagavad Gita, either the world w'ar now in existence would not 
have happened or India would have responded to the Eternal Call of 
Sri Krishna, “Therefore fight, О Arjuna I”

“India today is passing through her Yoga of Despondency. We < 
can see it in the utterances of most of our leaders. They are 
despondent, waiting, doubtful. But I hope that out of the Yoga of 
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Despondency will emerge the Yoga of Triumph which Arjuna achieved. 
But where is the individual to give even a partial revelation of the 
Song of the Eternal Lord ?"

Krishna’s Flute

At a concert in the Headquarters Hall the same evening, the 
22nd, a young Indian girl played the flute with such remarkable skill 
and understanding as to recall to everybody in the audience the music 
of the Lord Sri Krishna. It was a delightful ending to a day in 
celebration of the utterance of His Song Celestial.

THE RESTAURANT
The Restaurant which the Besant Theosophical School is con­

ducting nearly opposite the Convention Office is a much grander affair 
than heretofore. There is accommodation for 150 people, and tiffin is 
served all day long and late in the evening. The pandal was full to 
capacity at the opening on Friday afternoon.

The President, in a witty speech, said he hoped the Restaurant 
would have the patronage of every delegate and of course every resident 
innumerable times during the day and night when it is open.

“Come in your hundreds frequently, constantly, and incessantly. 
But payments must be cash except for those who have credit. You do 
give credit, Mr. Layton ?”

Mr. Layton : “We will see about that 1”

The Restaurant will be open until January 22. The entire 
teaching staff of the Besant School and over 75 students will be taking 
turns at volunteer work in the restaurant.

Each day there will be different items on the menu, and hot 
buttered toast will be available from this morning.

Several parties are being arranged. The Restaurant will remain 
open until 11-30 this evening, Christmas Eve, to accommodate those 
who wish to attend the Midnight Mass.

THE HINDUSTAN SCOUT CAMP
For Convention purposes Mr. M. Krishnan is in charge of the 

organization, supported by Mr. V. S. Ratnasabapathy and Mr. N, 
Rajagopalan, organizing Commissioners for the Hindustan Scout 
Association in; the Madras Presidency.
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The Scouts are accommodated in huts erected on the camping 
ground. The Camp has the appearance of a regular village, with 
excellent accommodation for both boys and girls in separate sections. 
The cottages do no small credit to Mr. Lavender, chief engineer of 
Adyar, who laid out the Scout village.

There is a special Sanitary Committee of doctors, namely 
Dr. Srinivasa Murti, Dr. Kamath, Dr. Sundram, with others co-opted, 
who are providing medical service.

ADYAR 25 DECEMBER 1939 No. 2

Kurukshetra isi tho .Ladian Sootiom
A DYNAMIC PLAN FOR 1940

There was a wonderful “lift” in the conference of workers who 
met in Headquarters Hall on Sunday (December 24) to concert ways 
and means of revivifying the Indian Section. The outcome of it was 
that the conference adopted a constructive plan of work and a fund 
was started to finance it.
A Golden Jubilee Drive

The President set the ball rolling. “This Conference has been 
called,” he said, “to vivify our work during the coming year. We have 
got to be afire in 1940. The fire of Theosophy must flow, and I want 
to work up to such a Convention at Benares that it will be entirely out 
of hand, so entirely out of hand that the workers at Benares will not 
be able to cope with it. I am sure it can be done. It must be done. 
There is a link, a very vital link between this Golden Jubilee and the 
future of The Theosophical Society in India.'’

The President indicated that he might not be able to travel in 
India during 1940—he hoped to be travelling abroad next year, as he 
was overdue in certain countries—“but you can count on me for writing 
and for money as far as my resources permit.” he said, and he offered 
Rs. 500 to a fund for a Golden Jubilee Drive for 1940, to which, he 
announced, the Vice-President had also donated a similar amount.
The Plan of the Work

Mr. Rohit Mehta suggested that in order to make the Section 
efficient and intensely dynamic, "new life must be stimulated in all 
the units of the Section and forms appropriate for the expression of the 
new life must be evolved.” He proposed that the work of Indian 
Theosophists during the coming year should be threefold;
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1. More vigorous spread of the Truths of Theosophy among the 
Indian people who are really hungering for the same.

2. Showing the people how Theosophy can be applied to the 
problems of Indian Reconstruction.

3. Working in the direction of a real cultural awakening of the 
people, there being a danger of India’s essential culture being forgotten 
in the rush of political changes.

“The Indian Section” he said, “with all its constituent units, the 
Provincial Federations, local Lodges and individual members, should 
plan their programmes in the light of these three main objectives.”

Mr. Mehta then went into detail as to how to make his plan 
effective:

1. The Section : To create (in addition to the existing Indian 
Section Council and Executive Committee) a Planning and Organizing 
Committee; to appoint two or three National Lecturers ; to appoint a 
Publicity and Propaganda Officer, and if necessary a Publicity Officer 
to assist him ; to hold a Training Camp every year.

2. Provincial Federations: Every Federation to hold at least 
once a year dynamic and purposeful sessions, to appoint working 
committees, publicity officers, Lodge organizers, and study camps.

3. Lodges: To decentralize work and authority; to have in 
every Lodge the following groups: youth, propaganda, social, study, 
service, art and beauty, ceremonial, meditation, and Adyar-Benares 
groups.

4. Individual members to belong to one or more groups.
Mr. Mehta remarked: “The Indian Section can be strengthened 

only by strengthening the individual members, local Lodges, provincial 
Federations and the Section Headquarters. If any unit is weak, the 
whole Section will suffer.

“There are difficulties in the way, but difficulties are for our 
surmounting. Let all thought of such difficulties and obstacles be set 
aside, so that throughout the year 1940 we may be able to awaken 
every single Indian Theosophist to a sense of responsibility, so that 
when we meet at the Jubilee Convention in Benares, it will be in our 
full strength, not only reviving the Indian Section, but taking our due 
part in the rebuilding of our Indian Nation.”
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Eminently Practical
Mr. N. Sri Ram thought it was an eminently practical plan anti 

did. not see much difficulty in carrying it out.

The General Secretary (Mr. Gokhale) paid a tribute to the help: 
that Mr. Mehta has given the Section. He wished there were a Rohit 
Mehta in every Federation and every Province. “The outer difficulties 
of finance can be overcome,” he said. “After seeing how we got our 
school going last year, it would be foolish not to admit it.” The real 
difficulty in the way of all progressive movements was the' inner 
lethargy of the individual member, who did not realize his responsi­
bilities and his privileges. “It is not only a managing committee 
outside that is needed. It is also a managing committee inside.”

Panda Baijnath : “If we have at all made an effort to realize the 
inner reality, all our troubles will go.”

He urged great care in the election of the officers and lecturers to 
be chosen to carry out the scheme. “They must be afire and able to 
kindle fire in others.”

Mr. Jamshed Nusserwanji urged members to go to the Lodge at 
least four days a week. To make a Lodge alive, the best way was to 
attend its activities. He also felt that we should have more courage to 
speak about Theosophy to prospective members, many of whom were 
really eager and anxious to know more about our splendid science.

Mr. Nusserwanji specially agreed with sending more lecturers 
throughout the Section, as this always attracted additional members 
into the Lodge. “Friendship is wanting,” he said. “Many members 
do not even know the names of their fellow-members. The contact is 
not there. The heart-to-heart contact is so very necessary. In this 
way every Lodge would become a power.”
A Flood-tide of Power

Dr. Gurumurti: “We must have a stream of activity coursing 
through a new channel which works side by side with the General 
Council, under its authority and influence. The new plan requires new 
machinery.. The proposed Organizing and Planning Secretary should 
have prime responsibility for carrying this scheme through, and he ' 
should be helped by “live wires” chosen throughout the country. 
“Beacon Lodges must be picked out. which will not only organize 
activities in tfaeir own Lodge but will help in a number of Lodges 
allotted to their share.” •
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Dr. Gurumurti felt that this lethargy of the members and Lodges 
would disappear under the influence of this life-giving stream, so that 
by the time of the Jubilee Convention there would be literally a flood 
of power available.

Mr. A. Rangaswami Aiyar said there must be much more stress 
laid on carrying Theosophy to the non-English-speaking public. 
“Theosophy to the majority of people is a foreign plant not identified 
with the soil.”

Mavji Govindji Shett, Bombay, challenged every Theosophist 
to show that they had taken Theosophy into their own homes, to their 
wives, children, parents, relatives. Were our kitchens Theosophized ?

Mr. Ranganatham Mndaliar thought there was little difference 
of opinion as to the value of the Plan, and urged a small committee 
to take up point after point and present the whole to the Indian 
Section Convention.

Mr. Bhagatram Kumar hoped for the revival of some organization 
similar to the Brothers of Service, devoted and enthusiastic members 
who could devote their lives to the work of Theosophy and The 
Society.

The Vice-President (Mr. Hirendranath Datta) : “The scheme 
as now presented to us is a very simple one, and, speaking as a lawyer, 
I can say that without altering a single comma in the Constitution 
of the Indian Section, we are enabled to give effect to it. Let us 
see what we can do immediately, and this must be so far as the 
Section as a whole is concerned, for the Lodges and members must 
work their part out individually.

Officers Appointed

“First the suggestion is made that we should have in addition 
to the General Council and the Executive Committee a Planning and 
Organizing Committee. The first step is to appoint such a Committee. 
Then there should be at least two or if possible three National 
Lecturers for the Section.”

Mr. Datta suggested in addition to Mr. Rohit Mehta, who is 
already a National Lecturer, that the General Secretary be relieved 
of all routine work in the Headquarters and be co-opted as a second 
National Lecturer, and that Mr. Sri Ram be made a third. He also 
suggested the possibility of bringing to India Mr. Geoffrey Hodson.

2
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“But let us not depend upon the slender resources of the Indian 
Section. From our seven or eight hundred delegates, it should not 
be difficult to raise Rs. 10,000. We have over Rs. 1,000 subscribed 
already.”

Dr. Gurumurti was suggested as Publicity and Propaganda 
Officer, and the suggestion met with general approval.

The Vice-President also felt that the Training Camp might be 
held in Adyar next year, as the Convention was to take place in 
Benares.

“So far as the scheme is concerned,” he continued, “we can give 
effect to it almost immediately. The root problem is the problem 
of the individual member. Are they live wires ? Do they take their 
Theosophy seriously ? Do they make Theosophy the chief concern 
of their life ? If we had a hundred and fifty members of that type, 
the Indian Section would be very much more alive than it happens 
to be at the moment. The Kundalini Fire is dormant in each one 
of us...Part of the work of this new committee will be to draw out 
this latent Kundalini Fire, so that it may be alive and available for 
the betterment of the Indian Section.”

CONVENTION OFFICER
Remember that Convention Officer is Mr. M. Subramaniam, 

Master of Arts and Vice-Principal of Triumph College, Madras, and 
a tireless worker in Adyar activities. His staff and students have 
exemplified their loyalty by coming over to Adyar to help him during 
the Convention period. Some are Young Theosophists, but most 
are not, which is all the more to his credit and the credit of his 
College.

The Convention Officer’s telephone number is 905.

The Renaissance in Indian Art
EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS

A notable feature of this Convention of 1939 is the rich provision 
of artistic entertainment of a high order that has been provided by 
the International Art Centre, now known as the Kalakshetra. A 
programme of recitals of Indian music and dance has been announced, 
and to this was added yesterday the opening of an exhibition of Indian 
paintings in the Pavlova Theatre,
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The exhibition does not aim at giving a demonstration of the 
whole activ ty in modern Indian painting, but rather, within limited 
available space, to present a selection of paintings showing regional 
and individual variations in the development of the renaissance in 
Indian art which began with the opening of the century in Bengal.

That renaissance, in order to get back to the sources of pictorial 
inspiration, for some time specialized on so-called mythological subjects, 
such as the Pauranic stories. But before many years it had become 
as representative of all Indian life as could be desired. Its influence 
was felt by both the Hindu and Muslim communities.

Exhibitions at former Conventions contained works by artists 
who were then young. Some of these have now become semi-senior 
artists of wide, even international repute.

The centre-piece of the present exhibition is a large and very 
striking painting by Dr. D. P. Roy Choudhuri, Principal of the 
Government School of Arts, Madras, the subject being “At the Temple 
Gate.”

Another semi-senior is Mr. M. A. Rahmin Chughtai of Lahore, 
whose familiar work retains its exquisite colour and its distinctive 
life and form. An artist from the Andhra country, Mr. V. Subba Rau, 
who may still be counted among the younger artists of the renaissance, 
presents deific figures painted with remarkable finish.

The regional variation of the renaissance is well illustrated in 
a group of paintings by eight Gujerati artists, two of whom are ladies, 
and all within the term “young.” In this group, humanity, its religious 
aspiration, its artistic pursuits, its picturesque costumes, its natural 
environment, are beautifully interpreted. The traditional Indian 
attitude of reverence, both in religion, art and daily life is preserved, 
and links Gujerat artistically with all-India; yet local feeling and 
appearance are given full expression.

Along with the paintings goes a delightful collection of bronze 
and brass objects collected by Mr. Yagneswara Sastri.

The display of both the paintings and bronzes is simple and 
uncrowded, so that the special features of each item may be fully 
appreciated.

The formal opening by Shrimati Rukmini Devi took place 
yesterday' afternoon and will be recorded in our next number.
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Th© Warrior Soisg

The Bhagavad Gita is the Nightingale’s Song of Life’s Eternal 
Meaning. It is the Song of the Eternal, Universal, and Individual 
Lord. It is a Song which belongs to every one of us. It does not 
belong alone to Sri Krishna, to Arjuna. It belongs to every living 
creature in the non-human kingdoms no less than in the human 
kingdoms.

The Bhagavad Gita is our book, as is true of every Scripture 
of every Faith. However Universal, however cosmic any great work 
may be, it is also individual, microcosmic. The Bhagavad Gita is the 
supremely individual book, the extremely individual song that we are 
not only trying to sing but are indeed singing in terms of Arjuna until 
the time comes when we shall be able to sing in terms of Sri Krishna, 
Arjuna glorified, Arjuna the God-Becoming growing into Sri Krishna 
the God-Become. So the Bhagavad Gita is a revelation of our future.

If only the world realized what a tremendous inspiration the 
Bhagavad Gita could give, it would come of its own volition, its own 
freewill, and understand little by little its magnificent teachings. In 
the cataclysms in the midst of which the world finds itself and in 
which every one of us ought to find himself, for he must take part 
in the cataclysms in which his brethren are immersed, we shall find 
the tremendous worth of the Bhagavad Gita. As we take part in this 
Kurukshetra of the World, we shall find how the Bhagavad Gita applies 
to us, stirs us to courage, removes from us the doubts, the despon­
dencies, the griefs, all the inhibitions that are veils between us and 
our own Divinity.

The Mass of Christ

Once more a myriad birds and beasts are slain.
To greet Christ’s Day ; and pious hands have blessed.
The glory orgies of the cruel West,
Their feasts of flesh poisoned by fear and pain.
The double kiss of Judas and of Cain
Defiles His brow, where love alone should rest.
Of His heart-kindered He is dispossessed ;
And, vainly sacrificed, seems born in vain.
О outcast Christ 1 how can they find Thy peace 
Whose veins are charged with creatures’ agony ?
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How from tlieir fratricidal conflict cease, 
Unless again Thou take nativity ?— 
Oh ! not in flesh, by flesh to be forsworn, 
But in Man's heart, a flame of love reborn.

James H. Cousins, 
in A Bardic Pilgrimage.

WATCH THE BAROMETER !
Registrations at the Convention Office are mounting up. The 

figures have been at 7 p. m. each day:

21 December ... 428
22 December ... 439
23 December ... 506
24 December ... 621

PUBLICITY DISPLAY
The main work of the Publicity Office—in Headquarters Hall 

and at the Stall in the verandah of the T.P.H.—is the 1939-1940 
World Campaign, Theosophy is the Next Step.

The Campaign Booklets are on sale. This series, 22 in number, 
is a splendid means of applying Theosophical principles to modern 
thought. In this fashion Theosophy is acceptable to the inquirer. The 
Booklets are written by students of Theosophy, well versed in the 
technical and practical sides of their subjects.

Since the war began a special :^part of the Campaign work has 
been the issue of ten leaflets for propaganda purposes generally entitled 
Theosophy and War, with subtitles indicating how Theosophy helps to 
solve the problems that puzzle the individual in such a time of stress.

Visitors to the Publicity Office will find examples of research 
work which Lodges have undertaken in preparation for the Campaign. 
There are files illustrating ways in which Lodges can employ the 
Campaign materials to present Theosophy in a fresh aspect to the public. 
For instance, specimen announcements for Lodge notice-boards, and for 
the Press, of lectures and of the Booklet series. There are two 
examples of Press reports of lectures for the Campaign, of Press 
advertisement, as well as Campaign lecture programmes.
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And—very importantly—there arc interesting models of Lodge 
rooms as they often are, and as they ma}' be made by using the same 
materials with care and forethought.

The Publicity Officer invites you to stress the Presi­
dent’s Work by visiting the Office to discuss Lodge Work 
and the Campaign.

Е. M. L.

ADYAR 26 DECEMBER 1939 No. 3

India’s Creative Genius

EXAMPLES AT THE ART EXHIBITION

The Idealism of Kalakshetra

In a very happy mood, before a large assembly of delegates and 
visitors outside the Pavlova Theatre at 4 ’clock on Sunday, 
December 24, the President opened the Kalakshetra Arts Exhibition, 
chiding the organizers for not. having provided him with a golden or at 
least a silver key for a memento. When told by Dr. Cousins that 
there was a snap-lock available, he said that a snap-lock was the very 
opposite of all the wonderful idealism for which Kalakshetra stood, for 
it was opening the door to India’s ancient culture and glory. He 
declared the exhibition open and asked Dr. Cousins, Vice-President of 
the Kalakshetra and organizer of the Exhibition, to say something 
about what the Exhibition stood for.

The Theosophical Art Movement

Dr. Cousins said the association of Theosophy with the arts and 
crafts began with Colonel Olcott. The President-Founder recognized 
that the affiliation of The Theosophical Society with the life of the 
people would be incomplete without an intimate connection with its 
creative expression. He therefore initiated art exhibitions at the 
Conventions of The Society, and such exhibitions, had, with occasional 
lapses, been continued ever since.

Dr. Besant was one of the first to recognize the significance of the 
revival of indigenous painting in Bengal, and in 1916 sponsored the 
first exhibition in South India of the then young movement. 
Dr. Cousins said it had been his privilege to bring the exhibition from 
Calcutta and to set it up in the Y. M. I. A. Hall in Madras The
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exhibition was the beginning of an expansive movement in painting that 
spread to other parts of India, and had won the admiration of artists 
and critics all over the world. Dr. Besant had also added an art 
section to the 1921 Club, which market the new political era in India. 
She had also devoted a substantial portion of her Kamala Lectures in 
Calcutta University to a fine exposition of Indian art.

A Great Artist

Under the Presidency of Dr. Arundale the association of The 
Theosophical Society with the arts in India, which, though keenly 
sympathetic, had been somewhat detached, became vital and creative. 
Art became not simply an interest of Theosophists but an activity. 
The Diamond Jubilee Convention of 1935 became historical in the 
emergence of Shrimati Rukmini Devi as a front rank artist in the 
classical Indian dance. But her vision of the exalted source of all the 
arts and her realization of the ennobling and purifying influence that 
they could exert in life, placed her among the great artists who 
regarded their art not only as a means of aesthetical enjoyment, though 
such enjoyment was among the most essential experiences of a true life, 
but as a means of human regeneration, Such a spirit was naturally 
dynamic and infective, even when least intending to be so. As a 
Theosophist Rukmini Devi had performed the much required service of 
taking Theosophy into the arts: as an artist she had performed the 
equally necessary service of bringing art into the Theosophical life. In 
Theosophy the arts would rind the way towards true inspiration and 
the Great Sanity. In art the Theosophist would find the creative 
reality and joy that would preserve truth from hardening into dogma.

Consecrated Art

The Kalakshetra, or International Arts Centre of the Theosophical 
movement, had rapidly, under the inspiration of its President, Shrimati 
Rukmini Devi, become a powerful receiving and distributing station of 
consecrated art. Its activities made the present Convention notable in 
art interest. Among these activities was the exhibition of Indian 
painting and plastic and textile crafts which the President of The 
Theosophical Society had just declared open. The exhibition was not 
extensive, but every item presented some aspect of the creative genius 
of India whiehjhad power to illuminate and inspire those who looked, 
at them withl attention.
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Shrimati Rukmini Devi, President of the Kalakshetra, thanked 
Dr. Cousins and those concerned with the exhibition for their ready 
response to her invitation to get together a demonstration of Indian 
arts and crafts. She then invited the audience to enter the theatre, 
and a large number spent some time in enjoying the exhibits which 
were not only attractive in themselves but arranged with artistic charm.

A Gayatri Temple

Among the exhibits in the Exhibition is a model of the proposed 
Bharat Samaj Temple at Benares, of which the foundation stone was 
laid by Dr. Besant soon after the 1925 Jubilee Convention. The work 
of building has now commenced. The idea is to clothe in brick and 
cement the thought-form produced by the repetition of the Gayatri, 
and to embellish it with a number of shooting stars in all directions. 
Suggestions for the improvement of the model will be thankfully 
received by Dr. Phansalkar for consideration by those concerned.

Dr. MONTESSORI

Dr. Maria Montessori, who is conducting a training course at 
Adyar, has been invited to make a tour this summer of the South 
American countries, including Mexico, Colombia, Cuba, Venezuela, 
Puerto Rico and Chile. The tour would end in Chile, and then she 
would hold a training course like the present one under the auspices of 
the Government of Chile and the University of Santiago. It is more 
than possible, however, that Dr. Montessori will make her permanent 
residence at Adyar. She has received advice that the Secretary of 
State of the City of the Vatican has given the blessing of His Holiness 
the Pope for a course which is being given in Rome parallel to the 
course at Adyar.

FLASHES

Dr. Arundale may go abroad next year.

Shrimati Rukmini Devi dances—tomorrow evening at 7 p.m.
In spite of the war, or because of it—which ?—the President 

takes on opimistic view of the world. Listen to his Presidential 
Address today.
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Th.® Christ Ever Comes
DR. ARUNDALE’S CHRISTMAS SERMON

(Delivered at St. Michael's Chapel, Adyar, Christmas morning, 1939)

I could not resist the temptation to accept the invitation of my 
brother Elmore to say a few words to this congregation on the occasion 
of this great and wonderful Festival. Though I do not actually wear 
the dress, I am a Bishop oi the Liberal Catholic Church and am most 
happy in that office. I do not wear the dress, because of the need 
of The Theosophical Society that there should be the least possible 
confusion with any particular denomination. On the other hand 
my allegiance to the Liberal Catholic Church is as great as ever, 
and I am always looking forward to the time when I shall be able 
to associate myself very much more definitely, as I used to associate 
myself with this great Movement.

A DAY OF REJOICING

This day, of course, is a day for rejoicing. I hope that the 
non-Christian as well as the Christian, is able to rejoice on this day, 
just as I hoped that the Christian as well as the non-Christian was 
able to rejoice on the day of Gita Jayanti. It is the same spirit in 
different forms. It is the One Life expressing itself down here on 
earth in all its original splendour. It is in the case of both of these 
great days the Higher Self uniting with the lower self and giving 
courage to that lower self to move onwards to perfection.

It is interesting that the setting for the gospel of the Christ two 
thousand years ago was to no small extent similar to the setting for 
the revelation of the Bliagavad Gita. In the latter case it was an 
occasion of the dissolution of the old India and the coming into being 
of a new. In the former case, the occasion of the coming of the 
Christ was the breaking up of the Roman Empire to give place to a 
new type of State which still is evolving.

The Spirit Unfolding

It is very wonderful to realize that these Great Teachers make 
no distinction between that which is so often distinguishable among 
us—between the spiritual and the material. To Them there is but 
the One Life, and every aspect of it needs to be infused with its soul.

3
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So whether it be an individual or be it a collection of individuals, 
be it a citizen or be it a Stale, be it the religious life of an individual 
or his so-called material duties, it is the same spirit unfolding. . That 
is one of the great lessons the Hindus must learn through the 
Bliagavad Gita and the Christians must learn through the advent of 
the Christ. We must remember that fact very especially on this day 
which is the day of the commemoration of the Christ’s revelation, 
not merely to Christianity but to the whole world, as was the revelation 
of the Bliagavad Gita not merely to the Hindu nor to India but equally 
to the whole world.

The Centre of Gravity Shifts

We are beginning in these days to shift the Center of Gravity, 
not merely from the West to the East, as I have often said, but from 
individuality to Universality. Without losing the magnificence of the 
individuality, we are beginning to realize his universal aspect, so that 
from emphasis on the individual, as heretofore, we are passing into 
that universal aspect which is the Christ Spirit, which is the Sri 
Krishna Spirit It is of the greatest importance for you and for me 
on such a day as this, as on the 22nd of December, this year Gita 
Jayanti Day, to try to realize our universality while not losing hold 
of our individuality.

The world needs individuality. The world needs universality. 
Christ came to the individual. Christ came to the whole world. 
Sri Krishna came to the individual. Sri Krishna came to the whole 
world. These two days in close proximity are of very wonderful 
import, because they afford us the spectacle of a concentration of 
spiritual force in two of its most splendid forms of the service of the 
world athirst for the Real, in dire need of sun-shine to dissipate the 
clouds which at present enfold it.

Adyar Universal

As we celebrate at this Altar, as we worship the Christ, we must 
realize that He stands out in the world in physical existence before 
the whole world, and before us in particular, as the embodiment of 
our own individual Higher Self. As you are witnessing this beautiful 
ceremony, think of the fact that you are also witnessing your own 
evolution, your own unfoldment, that you are honouring todayi 
Christmas Day, the rebirth of the spirit in you to a fuller endeavour 
than perhaps it has known before.
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It is of very special moment and interest that we are gathered 
here at Adyar to perform the ceremony—Adyar, the very embodiment 
of the Universal. Standing forth as the sublimation of all that is 
individual into the universal, we contribute from cur little Christian 
Chapel the Christian spirit as we contributed only three days ago the 
Hindu spirit, and as we hope to contribute as the New Year comes 
into existence the spirit of other faiths.

The New Life

It is a wonderful occasion for us, and we should leave the service 
when it is ended with a sense of an unfoldment of ourselves into which 
we may not actually be able to enter yet, but of which we have gained 
a glimpse through this particular ceremony. When we participate 
in the Body of Christ, as we will at the close of the Service, as we 
kneel before the Altar and receive the Symbol of His Body, remember 
that there is entering into each his own highest attainment, there is 
entering into each a Fire, a Power which will give strength, courage, 
wisdom, to begin what is for the Christian at least a New Year, a 
New Life. We shall all of us be very happy that in these difficult 
and dangerous times, these dark days, we have this opportunity, so 
that Knights in the Service of the Lord as all of us are, be His Name 
that of the Lord Christ, the Lord Sri Krishna, the Lord Muhammad, 
the Lord Buddha, Knights of Their Service, we feel that we are 
given greater strength to be more knightly in these days -when chivalry 
is so urgently needed.

I am very happy to see you all. I welcome you in my Episcopal 
capacity no less than in any other capacity. It is a great joy to me 
always to know this little Chapel is here and to feel it has had the 
Blessing of Our Lord upon it, that there is His Symbol here, His 
Symbol of the Universal Life.

A LETTER FROM THE MASTER K. H.
The Karnataka Federation is distributing the following letter to 

the Kannada members today. It was received on 26-12-1883, 
addressed to the delegates assembled in Convention at Adyar.

Greetings to Hindu, Parsee, Buddhist, English and other Dele­
gates and to the Fellows herewith present.

CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar



Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri

20 THE INDIAN THEOSOPHIST [Jaú.

Remember that though of various nationalities and religions you 
are nearly all the children of one mother, India. Remember and act 
accordingly. You have-to make of the Anniversary ceremony celebra­
tion a grand success. You have to prove to your evil wishers and 
enemies that your cause being strong and having taken its stand upon 
the rock of truth indeed can never be impeded in its progress by any 
opposition, however powerful, if you be all united and act in concert. 
Be true, be loyal to your pledges, to your sacred duty, to your country, 
to your own conscience. Be tolerant to others, respect the religious 
views of others if you would have your own respected. Sons of India, 
of old Aryavarta, whether adopted or sons of her blood, remember 
that you are Theosophists and that Theosophy or Brahma Vidya is the 
mother of every old religion, forsaken and repudiated though she may 
now be by most of her ungrateful children. Remember this, act 
accordingly; and the rest will follow in due course.

With our sincere blessing,
K. H.

Christmas Festivities
Christmas has been splendidly celebrated at Adyar this year. 

On the one hand there is a tendency to find the Christmas spirit 
submerged in an intensification of Hinduism; on the other hand many 
Theosophists observe all such birthday festivals with equal reverence. 
Yet the whole of Adyar seemed to join in promoting these Christmas 
festivities.

Besides the children’s party in the afternoon there was a dinner 
at Leadbeater Chambers on Christmas Eve, carols near the Church 
and midnight Mass. On Christmas day the priest in charge, Rev. 
Alex Elmore, conducted special services. Christmas day was a busy 
and happy prelude to the opening of Convention this morning, when 
Dr. Arundale will deliver his Presidential Address.

CHRISTMAS TREE
In our compound, near St. Michael’s Chapel, there proudly 

stood a Christmas Tree, scintillating in the sunshine with its rainbow 
colours. It was splendidly decorated by loving and willing hands.
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Around it everywhere were hundreds oí eag^r, happy children—tM^ 
children of the servants in this compouXd^watching through<Àethis compoimrP^Á-w^tching through/ib

irefuTly-^'

children
three gleaming white arches of the Chun
unfolded for them by those who had carefulty-^janrted the,.krf5leau 
for their enjoyment and greater understanding of what this Christmas 
Festival means.

I

The President was there—each joyous heart throb of every 
child as the toys and sweets w'ere distributed found a responding 
joyous throb in his own heart. Hundreds of toys and delicious sweets I 
It was Miss Irene Prest who organized and shopped for this happy 
Christmas party, and for her time, labour and energy gladly given, 
we are all of us, children and grown ups, exceedingly grateful—L. C.

THE BIRTH OF JESUS
An impressive and beautiful communion of religion and art was 

given on Christmas Eve at 7.30 at St. Michael’s Chapel before a 
congregation of members of all faiths seated in glorious moonlight 
on the open space in front of the Chapel. An account of incidents 
leading up the birth of Jesus was read, each incident being illustrated 
by tableaux vivants accompanied by the singing of old carols by a 
choir. The costuming was most effective; and the movements and 
gestures of those representing the various personages and scenes 
connected with the Divine Birth were made with such sincerity and 
understanding that the deep significance of the event was not obscured 
but rather heightened by the artistic quality of the presentation. 
The occasion precludes mention of personalities, but the choice of 
individuals to fill the various parts was most happy and effective, 
as was also their absorption in their roles without consciousness of 
the audience.

THE ROUND TABLE
At the Round Table meeting on Christmas Day Mr. Kevalram 

Dayaram’s resignation of Chief Knight for India was reluctantly 
accepted by the Senior Knight, Shrimati Rukmini Devi. On behalf 
of Senior Knight the Protector of the Order, Dr. G. S. Arundale, 
installed Miss Tehmina Wadia as the new Chief Knight for India.

THE SUPREME NOTE
Now if I were to be asked what should be the Supreme Note 

for this coming year, the answer, of course, comes to me without the 
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slightest hesitation whatever. It is that the Song of the Lord, the 
Bliagavad Gita should be heard today, not, of course, as it was heard 
many thousands of years ago, but as best we can hear it, and as best 
those of us who are devoted to the Lord can sing it with our inadequate 
voices. It is the opportunity of the Indian Section today everywhere 
to exalt the Bhagavad Gita, the jewel of the Kurukshetra of many 
thousands of years ago, so that that jewel may be set in the 
Kurukshetra of today and spread its radiance throughout the warring 
world.—G. S. A.

OUR MARCHING ORDERS
Hence the war as we have it again today with a perfect and 

complete reiteration of all for which Dr. Besant stood. We have 
only to read her writings to know what we have to do. No fresh 
revelations are necessary. The Marching Orders are the same as 
they were when communicated through her. I suppose most of us 
know those thoroughly well. The difficulty is always the temperament, 
and very often the mind added to it, which cloud the intuition, which 
on occasions like this should be tremendously clear and piercing and 
penetrating.—G.S.A.

Kurukshetra Convention Opens
STIMULATING ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT

The President remarked on the largeness of the gathering when 
he rose to open the Kurukshetra Convention on Tuesday morning, 
December 26. There were about 700 people, who overflowed the 
Headquarters hall into the library.

Dr. Arundale was in splendid form and filled with power, and his 
Presidential Address went with a wonderful swing. Everybody is 
aware that he gave the necessary stimulus and created the right 
atmosphere for the development of the plans for the revivification of 
the Indian Section.

World Greetings
After the garlanding of the President and the Vice-President, 

which Mr. Sri Ram did, “offering our very affectionate and reverent 
salutations,” the Recording Secretary called on representatives of the
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Sections to deliver greetings to Convention. Every country was 
personally represented. Several Sections also wrote or cabled greetings. 
Cables were received from Lodges in all the five continents. Among 
the individual greetings was a message from Mr. C. Jinarajadasa, who 
is in London.

At this point the Vice-President, (Mr. Hirendranath Datta) 
welcomed the delegates to Adyar as the Theosophical Mecca.

An Innovation

The President had a very fine response to his suggestion that 
absentee delegates in all parts of the world might make a close contact 
with Convention by contributing their registration fees to the Faithful 
Service Fund. In several cases absentee delegates signed in groups. 
Poona Lodge, for example, sent 26 signatures, Juhu Colony (Ananda 
Lodge) 24, Batavia Lodge (Java) 57, Bandoeng (Java) 45 signatures, 
with the legend: "We carry on.” The total number of absentee 
delegates registered was in the vicinity of 300.

Yugoslavian members responded as a Section, which prompted 
the President to remark that Yugoslavia always acts as one man.

Veteran Workers

The President announced that affectionate greetings from Con­
vention were being telegraphed or cabled to Mr. Jinarajadasa in 
London, and to “others who have been vibrant in the cause of 
Theosophy more years than any of us have lived in this world”—all 
veteran workers, including the following :

Mr. L. W. Rogers (U. S. A.)
Miss Marie Poutz (U. S. A.)
Mr. Bertram Keightley (Benares)
Mr. Upendranath Basu (Benares)
Dr. Bhagavan Das (Benares)
Mr. V. V. S. Avadhani (Masulipatam)
Mr. T. V. Gopalaswamy Iyer (Tanjore)
PanditiDevi Prasad (Etawah)
Mr. Peter de Abrew (Colombo),

This is the first International Convention which Mr. Gopalaswamy 
Iyer has not attended in 41 years.
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Messages were also sent to Mr. Herman Hellner, Finland, age 92 i 
Mr. Joseph Bibby, England, age 89 ; Mr. A. Ramaswawi Sastri, 83 ; 
Bishop D. M. Tweedie, residing at the Manor, Australia, 82 ; also the 
Rt. Hon. George Lansbury of London—‘ one of the finest workers for 
the cause of Brotherhood ; he is only 81.”

Dr. Arundale spoke with deep appreciation of the service given 
to The Society by Miss Sarah Palmer, still resident at Adyar at the 
age of 86.

The President also included in his personal survey reference to 
Mr. A. P. Warrington, who gave faithful service to The Society for 
many years; also Mr. Pranjivan Odavji, recently passed into the Light, 
holding him in affectionate remembrance and expressing sympathy with 
his family.

The Subba Rao Medal

The President announced that the Subba Rao medal, awarded 
for the most outstanding contribution to Theosophical literature, had 
been awarded for 1939 to Professor D. D. Kanga for his recent book 
entitled Where Theosophy and Science Meet. A similar award had been 
made for 1938 to Mrs. Joseph Ransom for her Short History of The 
Theosophical Society and for her work in connection with the Adyar 
edition of The Secret Doctrine.

Certificates of Honour

The President said he had awarded Certificates of Honour to the 
Sections in Poland and in Finland for their loyalty to The Society 
“through the whole of their crucifixion."

Dr. Montessori

Dr. Arundale welcomed Dr. Maria Montessori, who was present, 
as the "world’s greatest scientist in education,” and invited her to 
make her home in Adyar.

THE PRESIDENT SAYS:

“World Forces and The Super-State”
‘‘I very much regret that urgent engagements are preventing 

Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Iyer from being present in person to deliver his 
Convention lecture. But he has written it and has asked me to read 
it on his behalf which I shall most gladly do. We shall all very much 
regret Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Iyer’s absence, but we are very grateful 
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for the interest he takes in the work with which his old friend, 
Dr. Besant, was so intimately associated.
The Flag

“I hope that every day every delegate will take at least one 
opportunity of looking at the flag of The Theosophical Society which is 
flying so finely in the breeze, and think of this flag as the symbol of The 
Society’s forthgoing and streaming virility in every part of the world. 
This flag flying at Headquarters is the flag of Brotherhood—symbol 
of our Cause.”

A GREAT TRIO
Recollections of the coffee parties which Dr. Besant used to have 

daily with three of her old Adyar friends rose in the mind when the 
President in Convention on Tuesday gathered Rao Sahib Soobbiah 
Chetty into the fold of his felicitations. “He is one of the great trio, 
two of which are still with us, the other being Mr Sitararaa Sastri.” 
Of the latter’s work as manager of the Vasanta Press for many years, 
the President said : “He has set a standard of work which certainly 
cannot be excelled, but is being wonderfully maintained by his successor 
Mr. Subbarayudu. His work is first-class”—as a sample of it the 
President displayed a new poem entitled “Slumber Not ! О Friends 
of the Light,” so beautifully produced, he said, that the form 
transcended the life.

As to the life and the form, the T. P. H.^will supply you with a 
copy of the poem, and you can judge for yourself !

War for Civilization
THE PRESIDENT CALLS THEOSOPHISTS TO FIGHT

The President, in his opening Address yesterday, called Theoso­
phists in every country to fight for the Right, “for that Right which 
needs more honour, more observance, in every land.”

“How little most of us thought,” he said, “that the 64th 
International Convention of The Theosophical Society would be 
set in the midst of a world war, with all the ruthless barbarity that 
modern civilization makes possible to those belligerents which choose 
to stoop to use it. But the war is upon us, and we who are members 
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of The Theosophical Society are called to use to our membership of 
The Theosophical Society in the sacred cause of justice and of freedom, 
for there can be no true peace without them.” Justice and freedom, 
he declared, ceeded the help of neutral and belligerent alike.

Finland’s Heroism

The President quoted the “epic words,” as he described them, 
in a letter from the General Secretary for Finland on his country’s 
hour of trial: “All divergencies have disappeared and we stand as one 
man. Political parties have left their strife and are standing abreast 
in common defence for the country.”

Would that in every land throughout the world, the President 
said, such an utterance could be made in very truth 1 Very rightly 
Finland had appealed for aid to the whole world. But to what was 
she appealing ? Was she appealing to civilization or to self-interest ? 
Was she appealing to Brotherhood or to isolation ? They would very 
soon know, but the signs and portents were darkly unfavourable 
for Brotherhood. Self-interest and isolation were ever ready with 
their cheap words of sympathy. Only Brotherhood said little, but 
it was rich in deeds.

Must the madness and aggression spread elsewhere before country 
after country should awaken to the vital need of a crusade to sweep 
away all that was unworthy and to restore the great spirit which was 
the splendid background of every nation-people ? Personally he found 
it difficult to see how any' country could be neutral to the war in 
Europe, seeing that if the war went against the Allies it would mean 
the denial of all that made life worth living and the plunging even 
of such civilization as we had, and it amounted to less than many of 
us thought, into a ruin from which it might take centuries to recover.

A War on Many Fronts

The war was in fact, Dr. Arundale affirmed, a war on many 
fronts. It was not just a war between Germany and the Allies, 
but a world war between right and wrong. Hitler might be doing 
infinite wrong towards the Jews and the many peoples he oppressed, 
but how many of us were doing grave wrong or were condoning it 
towards our brethren in the human kingdom, and on less towards the 
Subhuman kingdoms.
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