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Today’s Diary.
6-45 a.m. Bharat Samaj Puja (Hall).
8- 00 a.m. Common Worship (Panddl).
9- 45 a.m. The Theosophical Order of Service (Pandal).

11-00 a.m. Luncheon and Rest.
1- 00 p.m. Indian Section Council, outgoing (Headquarter»).
2- 00 p.m. OPENING of CONVENTION. The PRESIDEN­

TIAL ADDRESS by Dr. ARUNDALE (Pandal).
2-30 p.m. Tea.
4-30  p.m. The BLAVATSKY ADDRESS: “SYMBOLIC YOGA” 

(First Convention Lecture)—THE PRESIDENT 
(PtmdciZ).

6- 30 p.m. Dinner.
7- 30 p.m. Entertainments by T. N. Girls School.

COMING PUBLIC LECTURES 
( Pandal )

Tomorrow (27th): SYMBOLIC YOGA (Second Yoga Lecture)— 
The President. 4-30 p.m.

Wednesday (28th): INDIAN SECTION LECTURE—Shrimati
Rukmini Devi. 8-30 a. m.

YOGA AND NIRVANA—The Vice-President. 
4-30 p. m.

Thursday (29th): INTEGRATION: THE WORLD’S VITAL 
NEED—Mrs. Adelaide Gardner. 4-30 p. m.
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2 THE INDIAN THEOSOPHIST [Jan.

Welcome to Benares
Welcome to Benares once again, to Benares, the greatest and 

oldest City in India, towards which every Aryan has wended his or her 
way for centuries. Here have lived and taught the wise men of India 
for generations ; and it was here that Annie Besant, of revered memory, 
relit the fire to suit the modern times. People come here from far-off 
Madras and Sind, and did so when travelling was far more difficult. 
Even the educated B. Sc. of India still comes here, for the sake of his 
illiterate mother or wife, if not for his own ; and practically every 
language is heard here every day. Not even the American tourist 
who does India in a week, will consider his visit complete until he has 
floated down the Ganges and seen the magnificent panorama that 
meets his eyes at Sunrise. How I wish he never visited the inside 
of the old city—but that is another story.

* * * * * * *
Physically, it is no use pretending that Benares is a particularly 

clean place ; but if we see dirt lying about, we must not forget that it 
is not that of a refuse heap, but of a place where it has all been 
collected for burning it up. For, over this City, rules in some special 
measure, Vishwanath, the Lord of the World, Mahadeva, the Great Deva 
who burns up all the dross in every one. No wonder, He holds His 
office in a place suited to His work, and as He has to be on duty all 
the twenty-four hours, He lives there. So, as we enter this Sacred 
City, we must not forget that we are entering a Crucible. All that is 
gold in us will come out the better for it, but if we have been in the 
habit of identifying ourselves with the dross, let us beware. It is all 
a question of adjusting the Form to the growing Life within. Lord 
Vislinu constantly helps us in doing this, but He does it like the 
Mother, like a Physician with small doses of medicine, homeopathic or 
allopathic ; but when all these remedies fail, and when the threads of 
Karma get so entangled as to be incapable of further readjustment, 
steps in like a Father, like a Surgeon, the Lord who does good— 
Shankara—and removes the offending part. But we must not forget 
once again, that He does it, out of His boundless Love for us, to help 
us to be born again. I remember having read somewhere in the Puranas 
that Lord Mahadeva, the Regenerator, has to work as Lord the Preserver 
for one JCalpa, before He takes up that high Office. So in calling upon 
Him, let us rejoice.
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Benares is moreover the home of Annie Besant, who was a great 
servant of not only Lord Mahadeva but Lord Vishnu as well. Purifica­
tion is a very necessary preliminary to all progress, but knowledge is 
equally essential; and it is only when we have both of these, that God’s 
power can safely flow through us. Without this, all else is of no value. 
Look within and purify ; look without and learn ; and then go out 
into the wide world with His power and in His name. That is w'hat the 
Convention is meant to help us to do, and I welcome you all once again 
to this Holy Place and to the holy task.

* 4: Ф 4: *

Although I am nominally the Editor, this Daily Edition will be 
cooked up at night by our Bro. J. L. Davidge from Adyar as before. He 
will be assisted this year by Bros. Jagat Narayan, B.Sc., of Patna, and 
Hridaya Narayan Agarwal, M.A., LL.B., of Mainpuri. So you will see 
that we have two Narayans [this time ; and I have no doubt they 
will give us some nice dish every day.

G.N.G.

Theosophists and the War Spirit

In this Presidential Address to-day Arundale will review the 
world situation, specially with reference to the challenge of the war 
spirit. He will call Theosophists the world over to brotherhood, 
declaring that a grave responsibility rests on them to make the world 
conscious of the universal brotherhood of The Theosophical Society.

A sub-dominant note of Convention will be several discourses on 
Yoga. The-President will give a preview of his new book, Symbolic 
Yoga, expounding a system of symbols which enables the man of 
the world to deepen his spir itual faculties while still living in and 
fulfilling the life ^nf the world. Mr. Hirendra Nath Datta will dis­
course on “Yoga and Nirvana,” and Mrs. Adelaide Gardner, General 
Secretary for England, on a cognate subject: “Integration: The 
World’s Vital Need.”
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4 THE INDIAN THEOSOPHIST [Jan.

Т1ле Spirit

Seeing that the Besant Spirit is to be the keynote of the 
President’s work for India during 1939, there is nothing to lose by 
sounding the note and keeping it sounding as a kind of undertone 
to the whole of this Convention. In a letter to the East Tamil Districts 
Federation, which he wrote on his 60th birthday, the President said :

“I am very much hoping that during the course of the next 
year we may be able to visit some of the principal localities in South 
India, as we at present have the intention of remaining at home during 
1939. So far as I am concerned this tour will be dedicated to the 
revival of the Besant Spirit in this land, for I feel that members of 
The Theosophical Society have a special responsibility especially in 
these days, of giving more freely than ever of that power and wisdom 
to which they were so near in the person of our President-Mother. 
My message to you all is to fortify in yourselves the Besant Spirit and 
to spread it abroad in every department of human life with which 
you have contact. There could be no greater service to India and 
no more beautiful expression of gratitude to our beloved Chief.”

“India needs to be regenerated by the Besant Spirit,” 
Dr. Arundale writes in another place, “and I am sure we shall have 
Dr. Besant behind us and animating us as we refresh India’s life with 
the soul of that great Personage.”

“Even if our tour should not materialize for some cause at present 
unforeseen, I want every single member of The Society in this land to 
make, in gratitude and reverence to Dr. Besant, her spirit alive again. 
It is what India needs. India needs it urgently, and the more we 
can do it, the nearer the Masters will draw to us. You know how 
constantly They have said Their gratitude cannot be too adequately 
expressed toward anyone who helps that which is the Motherland of 
so many of Them.”

Addressing a group at Adyar, Dr. Arundale said that Adyar 
must be drawn very close to every single Lodge in India. “I want 
every Lodge in India to become much more self-conscious than it is 
of the Adyar which is so physically near to each. How fortunate iis 
India to be the setting for Adyar 1 How many countries would be 
happy to be given the privilege of having Adyar in their midst ! ■„■
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“Those of you who reside here awhile, make the most of your 
stay here. Give your utmost to Adyar and India while you are here.”

A Puindit And His Books
Dr. Bhagavan Das Adapting Manu to the West

One of the pillars of The Society, whom we meet at every 
Benares Convention, and occasionally at Adyar, is Dr. Bhagavan Das, 
well known in India and beyond our shores for his studies in 
psycholog}' and philosophy, which have become text-books for students 
of Theosophy. Now that he has resigned from the Central Legislative 
Assembly (Delhi) he is devoting all his energies to the task of 
completing various books, some of which are ha If-printed and others 
half-written.

In the last six months Dr. Bhagavan Das has managed to get 
through the press a Concordance Dictionary to the Yoyasutra Bhathya, 
the manuscript of which was lying with him for nearly thirty years ; 
Dr. Ganganath Jha has referrred to it on the last page of his Preface 
to his English translation of the Yoya-Darshana, the second edition 
of which was brought out by the T. P. H. in 1934. Dr, Bhagavan 
Das has also put through the Press (The Indian Book Shop, published 
by the Indian Section of The Theosophical Society) the fuller version of 
The Science of the Self—an abridgment of which was published 
as a paper in Contemporary Indian Philosophy, edited by Sir S. 
Radhakrishnan and Prof. J. H. Muirhead.

Dr. Bhagavan Das is now working at “Ancient Psycho-Synthesis 
versus Modern Psycho-Analysis, or, The World’s Disordered Psyche 
and Its Cure,” an expansion of his 1936 Convention lectures at 
Benares. He had hoped to have this out before this Convention, but 
found it impossible, having to make many additions and alterations 
and incorporate new matter, which means hard work. He hopes, 
however, to get it ready within the next three months.

Then he will take up ilfanu as well as two Hindi books, of which 
about 250 pages and 100 pages respectively were printed off years 

■ago. “There is a curious fate about my work,” this learned pundit 
writes us. “The Pranava Vada, first volume, came out in 1910; the 
third in 1913. Anyway, that was much better than the fate of Manu, 
second volume. But it is all for the service of the Manu, as I 
profoundly and sincerely and most reverently believe; and if He 
wishes it, He will enable me to complete it.”

A bee is buzzing in the doctor’s bonnet—at least the suggestion 
of Dr. Besant is working in his mind that he should “think out Manu” 
afresh, with reference to the new thought of the West which is 
revolutionizing human life in all departments. The Manu’s precepts:— 
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the Father of the whole Aryan race—cannot be blindly followed in 
an age so far removed from that in which he wrote, but his ideas, as 
Dr. Besant has pointed out, contain all the needed solutions, and to 
apply the essential ideas to modern conditions is the work which she 
laid on Dr. Bhagavan Das and which he is anxious to complete now 
that he has retired from active politics. The third volume of Д/апм, 
he informs us, will probably be completed within the next twelve 
months.

Then he hopes to bring out a new edition of The Essential Unity 
of All Religions—the first edition of which has been sold out by the 
T.P.H. For the second edition he has gathered many more parallel 
passages from the various scriptures.

Born at Benares in 1869, Dr. Bhagavan Das reaches 70 years of 
age on January 12, and well in advance we wish him deep happiness 
on that auspicious day, many more mellowing years of literary work 
for Theosophy, and first-class health to accomplish the tasks to which 
he has already put his hand. During half a century of public service 
he has written numerous books, supported a diversity of Theosophical 
activities, served in the Benares municipality and in national politics, 
and only lately resigned his seat in the Delhi Assembly in order to 
complete his literary projects.

The Presidential Party
The President, Shrimati Rukmini Devi, and other members 

from Adyar arrived by the Grand Trunk Express last evening 
at 4.30, and immediately settled down in their allotted quarters,. 
Dr. and Mrs, Arundale occupying Shanti Kunj, which was for so- 
many years the home of Dr. Besant and is still fragrant with 
memories of her.

There was no time lost, for at 6 o’clock the General Council 
(including representatives of members in distant Sections) assembled at 
Shanti Kunj and were welcomed by the President. This was the first 
meeting on the agenda, and the only engagement for Christmas Day.

The party on the Grand Trunk Express—who filled a special 
carriage, so that there was no changing between different State railway 
systems—was thus composed : Dr. G. S. Arundale, Shrimati Rukmini 
Devi, Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti, Mr. N. Sri Ram, Mrs. Sri Ram, 
Mr. J. L. Davidge, Mr. van de Poll, Mr. Shankara Menon, 
Miss Vreesvijk, Mrs. Peterson, Miss Norma Makey, Mrs. Gray, 
Miss Henkel, Miss Tracey, Mrs. Fortune, Mrs. Lavender, Mrs. Gardner,. 
Miss Hunt, Mr. C. R. Parthasarathi Aiyengar, M.L.C., Mr. Alex. 
Elmore, Mrs. Elmore, Mr. C. Woldringh, Mr. G. K. Ganesan.
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Today’s Diary.
6-45 a.m. Bharat Samaj Puja (Hall).
8- 00 a.m. Common Worship (Lawn).
9- 45 a.m. YOUTH FEDERATION—SHRIMATI RUKMINI

DEVI in the chair (pandal).
11-00 a.m. Luncheon and rest.

2- 00 p.m. INDIAN SECTION CONVENTION (pandal).
3- 30 p.m. Tea.
4- 30 p.m. The OLCOTT ADDRESS : '“SYMBOLIC YOGA” by

the PRESIDENT. Second Convention Lecture 
(pandal).

6- 30 p.m. Dinner.
7- 30 p.m. Entertainment: Educational Film (pandal).

COMING PUBLIC LECTURES
(PANDAL)

Tomorrow (28th): INDIAN SECTION LECTURE—Shrimati 
Rukmini Devi. 8-30 a.m.

YOGA AND NIRVANA—The Vice-President. 
4-30 p.m.

Thursday (29th): INTEGRATION: THE WORLD’S VITAL
NEED—Mrs. Adelaide Gardner. 4-30 p.m. 

Saturday (31st): SYMPOSIUM—“Theosophy applied to problems 
of Nationalism, Religion, Science, Economics, 
Education.” Shrimati Rukmini Devi in the 
chain
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CONVENTION OPENS
THE PRESIDENT STRIKES THE NOTE OF FRIENDSHIP

The President opened Convention at 2 p.m. yesterday in glorious 
weather and in the presence of over three hundred delegates. The 
international character of the gathering was reflected both in the flags 
of every country which lined the pandal, and in the greetings from 
National Societies, Federations, Lodges and individual members in 
many parts of the world.

Shrimati Rukmini Devi, in presenting greetings from the World 
.Federation, of Young Theosophists, of which she is President, said she 
hoped Benares would flourish more and more and become a great 
inspiration to all young people throughout the world.

In bidding a loving and hearty welcome to the President and 
delegates on behalf of the Indian Section, Mr. Hirendra Nath Datta 
(Vice-President) recalled that Benares • was decadent when Dr. Annie 
Besant came here fort}7 years ago, and consequently the whole of India 
was languishing. In establishing The Theosophical Society in Benares 
she had helped in no small measure to revive its spiritual life. Through 
the whole of that work her right hand man was Dr. Arundale, and it 
was due to his magnificent aid that her work had prospered.

The President recalled the many extraordinarily happy years he 
had spent in this beautiful home at Benares. He was hoping it would 
be possible to spend some time at Benares in October next, and from 
this cert re to radiate Theosophical activities throughout the northern 
part of India. Both he and Shrimati Rukmini Devi recognized to 
the full the high spiritual importance of their beloved Kashi.

Th© Challenge Of The War Spirit
SHALL THE SOCIETY REMAIN NEUTRAL ?

The President Makes An Urgent Call To Brotherhood

The President sent out an urgent call for brotherhood in his 
Presidential Address at Benares Convention on December 26. After 
reviewing the conditions abroad—the European crisis of September, 
the fratricidal war in Spain, Japan’s ruthless aggression in China and 
the persecution of the Jews in Germany and Austria—Dr. Arundale 
remarked : “Force and men of force have gradually become more and 
more dominant throughout the world. The spirit of true democracy 
has weakened, and many protagonists of democracy have, not
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altogether unnaturally, been afraid to be strong in their faith. Theo 
true totalitarian State has not yet emerged, for nowhere in any 
so-called totalitarian State is observed the principle of all for each, 
and each for all. The freedom of the individual has been enslaved 
when it should have been exalted, and the State has been enslaved, 
to the will of a single individual or of a small clique of individuals. 
The old cry of Louis XIV is heard again : L'etat c’est moi ”

The inevitable war between force and freedom had only been, 
postponed, if it was not going on all the time, the President observed. 
But its postponement, whether honourable or dishonourable, afforded 
all men and women of goodwill the opportunity so to live and to 
work that when the struggle did come, it might be short and finally 
decisive.

Referring to the persecution of the Jews in Germany, Dr. Arundale 
said he would not believe that the German people as a whole were 
otherwise than helplessly in the toils of the evil forces they had suffered 
to enslave them. “The German press, within the same enslavement, 
challenges the rest of the world as to its own atrocities. True indeed, 
no country is without its wrong-doing. But only very exceptionally 
has any country in any part of the world exulted in its cruelty, justified 
its injustice, gloated over its immorality, vaunted its indifference to the 
decencies of life, as do certain members of the German Government 
at the present time in respect of their deliberate devilry towards the 
Jews, thousands of whom have fought for Germany, thousands of 
whom are just simple citizens—honest, thrifty, seeking but to live and 
let live in peace.”

The President urged that upon members of The Theosophical 
Society lay grave responsibility, all the more because the conflict in 
Europe had definite though not serious reverberations in The 
Theosophical Society. Ide could not say how strongly he felt at such 
a time as this the need to express their solidarity to the utmost of 
their power—to stand for freedom against slavery, for right against 
might, for justice against tyranny. Did Theosophists realize that 
now was a supreme moment for the testing of their worthiness to be 
members of The Society whose very soul was Universal Brotherhood.

"As President of The Theosophical Society,” he said, “I have, 
therefore, the duty to call upon each individual member to work as 
he has never worked before, to make the world conscious of the 
reality of its Universal Brotherhood, to cause the light of Theosophy
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so to shine upon his life that he becomes more than ever an example 
of the wisest understanding of his fellow-men and a noble warrior 
to defend the oppressed, to fight tyranny and cruelty, and to succour 
the weak. Let him read H. P. Blavatsky’s Golden Stairs. Let these 
be his marching orders for 1939.”

Side by side with disturbing symptoms within The Society 
of world conditions outside, the President affirmed that there were 
many signs of virility pulsating through the body Theosophical. 
The President cited the work of Mr. Jinarajadasa in Central and 
South America, where in spite of the hostility of certain Governments 
he had pursued his lecture tour with the utmost vigour and 
determination. The new National Society in Colombia had during 
the year raised the number of its Lodges from eight to thirteen, with 
eighty new members.

The President said he had awarded certificates of honour to the 
Theosophical Society in Yugoslavia for organizing so efficiently the 
Congress at Zagreb last July; also the Theosophical Society in 
Scotland for their wonderful enterprise in maintaining a Theosophical 
kiosk at the Empire Exhibition in Glasgow. As for his recent 
tour in Europe and the United States, he had been received with 
that brotherliness which was so characteristic of members of the 
Theosophical Society all over the world. “We are indeed a 
Brotherhood, as I have full cause to know,” stressed the President.

The President outlined his proposed tour of India during 1939, 
the courses on -Theosophy which will shortly be sent out from Adyar, 
and his proposal to raise a new building to house the Adyar Library.

Apart from these concrete indications of renewed activity, the 
President said he felt that for The Theosophical Society there was 
immediately opening a way of greater service, and for Theosophy 
not only a far more more widespread recognition, but also a real 
vivification as to the forms in which it should appeal to the world. 
He had never felt so much confidence as to the future as he was 
feeling at the close of this unhappy year.

At the conclusion of his Address the President invoked “upon 
all true Theosophists throughout the world, be they or be they not 
members of The Theosophical Society, the gracious blessings of 
those Elder Brethren who are ever with us as we strive to live in 
brotherly understanding with all.”
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The Question Of Neutrality
In the midst of his Call for Brotherhood, the President raised the 

question whether The Society should remain neutral “in the face of 
growing wrong and weakening of right.” He said he had been ponder­
ing deeply over whether the conditions in Europe, such as “the savagery 
upon the Jews both in Germany and Austria,” did not require from 
The Society, in its official capacity, a dignified but none the less 
emphatic pronouncement.

After reviewing the maintenance of The Society’s neutrality over 
many years, with extensive quotations on the subject from Dr. Besant 
and other authorities, the President, notwithstanding that his own 
personal inclinations were strongly for a great statement in respect of 
“the present awful tyrannies and awful prosecutions,” said he felt 
irresistibly constrained that it would not be wise and helpful for The 
Society, as such, to intervene by way of an official pronouncement.

The reasons for the President's decision are given at length in the 
full report of the Presidential Address published in the January 
Theosophist. The fundamental reason, briefly and in the President’s 
own words, is “that The Society, as such, is not yet strong enough to 
be able to discern unerringly, impersonally, which wrongs should, and 
which wrongs should not, be the subject of an official statement.”

Krishnamurti’s Challenge
Krishnamurti and his philosophy were the subject of comment by 

the President in the course of his Annual Address to the Benares 
Convention on December 26. The President declared that 
Krishnamurti’s strong challenging of much that seemed supremely true 
to many members of The Theosophical Society had caused a little 
confusion and unrest.

“How often,” he said, “have I tried to insist that the study of 
our classic literature is not to make of us Theosophical gramaphone 
records or parrots, repeating, with very little real understanding, that 
which we read or hear, but is to help us to find our own Theosophies, 
our own halting-places on the road to Truth, and thus little by little 
to reach our Selves.”

The President affirmed that the high purpose of Blavatsky, of 
Olcott, of Subba Rao,r of Besant, of Leadbeater, of Jinarajadasa, of 
many, many others, of all the Scriptures, of all the w'ords that had 
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been written and spoken, was not that they might mould men into the 
likeness of their image, not to make us a dull, perhaps even dead, 
reflection of one or more of them, but to help us to discover our selves 
and to fulfil them.

“The high purpose of Krishnamurti is just the same. He does 
not and cannot come to lay down the Law, but to disclose his Law, 
such as it is at present, for we must not forget that he changes, as do 
all of us.” The President continued :

“I am convinced of the truth of many things which Krishnaji 
declares to be untrue, but I am thankful to him that lie should have 
forced me to challenge my convictions to see if there be gold in them 
to emerge from the fire he pours upon them.”

“Why are we disturbed ? Because we want to be as sure of 
salvation as we can. We want safety, and we are foolish enough to 
think that safety lies in orthodoxy, in conformity to opinions hall-marked 
in some way or other as right. We can never forget how Krishnaji 
himself was so hall-marked, and subtly that influences us so that we 
feel we ought to follow him. And yet there are other hall-marked 
opinions which so far have sufficed us. “What disservice we do to 
him as we thus retain him within that from which he would escape I”

Krishnamurti’s message, as the President understands it, “is not 
to believe what he says, but to. be sure of the truth of our beliefs by 
challenging them without fear or favour. It is the Truth we need, 
our Truth, the Truth appropriate to us at our stage of evolution and 
suited to our individual natures.”

A RISING BAROMETER
The number of delegates who have actually arrived for 

Convention is as follows:
Sunday evening 268
Monday noon 300
Monday evening. 325

Still they cornel The number of registrations is larger by fifty 
per cent.

THE RHYTHM OF BROTHERHOOD
On Monday Dr. A rundale telegraphed the following message 

to the Support Convention which is being held simultaneously at 
Adyar: “Loving greetings to Brother Adyar from Brother Benares. 
May the rhythm of universal brotherhood swing potently between them 
during the coming year. Arundale.”
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Yoga For The Masi Of The IVorld
THE PRESIDENT EXPOUNDS A SYSTEM OF SYMBOLSc

“This type of yoga is not for the ascetic who renounces the world', 
but for the man and woman in the world,” said the President, expounding 
his system of symbolic yoga to the Benares Convention, December 26. 
“It is the yoga of the market-place and not of the forest, though 
someday it will lead to the forest.”

It was a yoga of liberation, and those who followed it, the 
President affirmed, would find potent adjustments being effected not 
only in themselves but to all fellow-lives, for the true yogi enfolded 
life outside his own, sharing not only with the human kingdoms on 
their evolutionary way. This form of yoga thus enabled its votaries to 
perceive with awakened consciousness that brotherhood was real and 
immanent. When the Christ said : “Ye are gods,” he was addressing 
the whole of life in exery realm of its expression.

The President's lecture was in the nature of a preview of his 
forthcoming book, Symbolic Yoga, on which he has been working for 
over a year and on which he lectured during his recent tour in the 
West. It was delivered by invitation for the special instruction of our 
Indian brethren.

Dr. Arundale said the origin of the book lay in his interest in 
symbology as a means of conveying metaphysical conceptions 
within a very limited and tangible compass. He would plant 
a Symbol «as he would plant a seed, so that the symbol might 
be a constant radiation and modify and change the surroundings. 
Great cosmic events could be reduced to living and radiant 
symbols. AVas not the supreme enlightenment of the Lord Buddha 
in the Wheel of the Law, the coming of the Lord Christ in 
the Latin Cross ? When he watched Rukmini Devi dance he 
said to himself, each of the postures was a cosmic symbol. If he 
could get back to the Dance of Shiva, to Nataraja himself, he would 
perceive the ultimates of the dance, and see in every gesture of the 
hand the release of a power.

His desire found its fulfilment. He was shown great symbols one 
after another in their cosmic significance, unveiling the whole vista of 
the meaning and purpose of evolution, and he had done his best to write 
it all down. The purpose of the book was to release a somewhat differ-
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ent aspect of the evolutionary process, and to help any people who were 
sincerely interested in yoga to study a line which would be safe and at the 
same time fruitful. The book told of prerequisites and preparatory stages, 
described the symbols seen, and applied them, released and dynamic, 
to various aspects of daily living. Symbols were used for concentration 
of attention. There were no breathing or physical exercises, and all was 
within the compass of the ordinary individual.

The President expressed the conviction that this particular form 
of yoga was really the same as those forms which were studied in the 
sacred books of Hinduism, but he felt that the translations at our 
service, and even the original Sanskrit, were by no means adequate. In 
fact he thought they were cleverly arranged to prevent people from 
discovering what they had better not discover.

Dr. Arundale then traced the macrocosmic process unfolding into 
microcosms, and synthesized the simplicities of the symbols into their 
ultimate unity. In an eloquent peroration he besought everyone in his 
audience to fulfil the fine rhythms of his human state, “serving his God­
head by groping inwards to finer rhythms still—those of the highest 
reaches of the kingdom he has still to conquer, and those of the king­
doms beyond the human.”

MEETINGS OF DELEGATES
Behar and U.P. delegates will meet at the Indian Section Hall 

tomorrow at 3 to discuss questions of common Theosophical interest.
Federation Secretary, Behar.

U.P. delegates will meet to-day at 3 in Room No.a10, C.H.C. 
House No. 1.

Federation Secretary, U.P.

INDIAN SECTION COUNCIL
Voting papers will be issued at the office of the General Secretary 

today from 5 to 6.30 p.m. and tomorrow from 8 to 11 a.m., and 
should be returned tomorrow by 5 p.m.

MEALS
Delegates are requested to purchase tickets for the morning 

meal the previous evening, and the evening meal before 11 a.m. 
This greatly facilitates the work. Kindly note that meals are served 
between 11 and 12 noon, and between 6.30 and 7..30 p.m.
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Today’s Diary.
6-45
8-00
8- 30

9- 45

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.

a.m.

11-00 a.m.
11-00 a.m.

1- 30 p.m.
2- 00 p.m.
4-30 p.m.

7-30 p.m.

Bharat Samaj Puja (Hall).
Common Worship (Lawn).
INDIAN SECTION LECTURE—SHRIMATI

RUKMINI DEVI (Pandal).
Round Table Ceremony—for Members of Round Table 

only (Hall).
Theosophical Educational Trust (Shanti Kunj).
Luncheon and rest.
League of Parents and Teachers (Hall).
Questions and Answers (Pandal).
THE BESANT ADDRESS: “YOGA AND NIRVANA” 

by the VICE-PRESIDENT. Third Convention 
Lecture (Pandal).

Entertainment by the Theosophical National Boys’ 
School (Pandal).

COMING PUBLIC LECTURES
(PAN DAL)

Tomorrow (29th): INTEGRATION : THE WORLD’S VITAL 
NEED—Mrs. Adelaide Gardner. 4-30 p.m.

Saturday (31st): SYMPOSIUM—“Theosophy Applied to Problems 
of Nationalism, Religion, Science, Economics, 
Education.” Shrimuti Rukmini Devi in the 
chair.
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THE CAMPAIGN FOR 1939
The attendance seems to have reached its peak yesterday, the 

number of delegates actually attending numbering 350. A batch of 
Boy Scouts from Adyar arrived at nightfall after making the grand, 
tour of the North.

The outstanding events of yesterday’s programme were the 
Youth Federation meeting, the Indian Section Convention, and the 
President’s second lecture on “Symbolic Yoga.”

The whole day’s deliberations centred on the work of the Indian 
Section during 1939—What can Young Theosophists do to achieve 
India’s spiritual freedom, while the legislators are freeing her 
physically ?

At the Indian Section Convention the General Secretary outlined 
a programme of work to support and amplify Dr. Arundale’s lecturing 
campaign throughout the country.

In his second lecture on Symbolic Yoga the President explained 
the cosmic symbols which had been unveiled to him, emphasizing 
that though his system differed from the orthodox methods, it enabled 
the ordinary individual to become a yogi, and gradually to realize his 
own divinity.

Up. Arundale’s Tour of India
THE SPIRIT OF THE CAMPAIGN

The President gave further details at the Benares Convention on
the 26th of his proposed tour of India throughout the length and 
breadth of the country in order to vivify the spirit of our noble 
^President-Mother, Dr. Annie Besant, “which,” he declared, in his 
Presidential Addréss, “had it been understood in time, might have
already regenerated India.” Because of the ignorance around her, 
she was unable to achieve that which she had designed, “but her spirit 
remains no less potent than when she was physically with us, and she 
n mains working more ardently and magnificently than ever, even 
though unseen to our physical eyes.” - ■ :

The President ~ hopes that Theosophists throughout India will 
give him their enthusiastic help and that people:will respond whole­
heartedly to ‘ffhe call of that sou] of India which Dr. Besant so purely 
and truly embodied.”
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At a meeting of the Theosophical Order of Service the same day 
the President said he would endeavour, as far as his other engagements 
permitted, to “rouse again the Besant spirit of dedicated service tcr.tha 
Motherland, service inspired by her spiritual heritage, and not based 
upon a westernized reversal of values which extols material values 
above those of the spirit.”

The President announced that a book of extracts from 
Dr. Besant’s “truly God-given writings and speeches,” still deeply 
applicable to present problems, had already been printed at Adyar,-1 
and other volumes would be published shortly. “These teachings' 
need to be studied and reapplied with enthusiasm and devotion to lead 
India’s renaissance into channels that will be expressive of her ancient 
and spiritual grandeur.”

If you are eager to help j7our Motherland, read and study 
THE BESANT SPIRIT. The book is on sale at the Publicity 
Bookstall and at the Indian Book Shop. The price is only annas 8.- 
This first volume, a most attractive book, illustrates greatly the 
President-Mother’s outlook on Politics, Sociology, Education, Religion, 
Science and Art.

In his Introduction Dr. Arundale writes: “I feel, having myself 
had the privilege of working under Dr. Besant in the many fields of 
her activities, that India would profit immensely, the Congress would' 
profit immensely, the world would profit immensely, were the Besant 
Spirit to be fiery throughout the land.”

The Bhagavan Das Spirit

The President also pays the following fine tribute to our eminent- 
Philosopher-Theosophist at Benares : “I cannot omit mention here of 
the striking contributions by my old friend Dr. Bhagavan Das to India’s 
political regeneration. His most valuable works deserve a far wider 
publicity than they have so far gained, for they have the unique 
advantage of being both definitely constructive and broad-based on the 
essential, and indeed eternal, principles of Indian—I might well sayr 
Aryan—life. No finer studies for India’s regeneration have been made 
by anyone than by Dr. Bhagavan Das. And I am sure that Dr. 
Besant herself would be the first to say that through many years of 
active association with him her own power to serve India was immensely 
strengthened. I venture to feel that Dr. Bhagavan Das embodies in 
very true measure the Besant Spirit, for he contributed to it the’ 
Bhagavan Das spirit—a precious contribution indeed.
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“In the times to come, whoever else may be honoured, the name 
of Bhagavan Das will stand out as that of one who saw when many of 
his contemporaries were only looking, if that.”

A Challenge To Young Theosophists
SWADESHI OR VIDESHI ?

. Talking of the spirituality of India, at a meeting of the Youth 
Federation at Benares on Tuesday, Shrimati Rukmini Devi said: 
“We must try to express that spirituality in our work. Just to work 
like other people for the freedom of India will not bring her spiritual 
freedom. India may be free physically, but she will not be free 
spiritually unless we work as well for her spiritual freedom. The more 
India is becoming swadeshi (indigenous) in the buying of her goods, 
the more she is becoming videshi (foreign) in her ideas. You go to a 
Congress Exhibition and you find things displayed which are swadeshi 
in make but videshi in ideas. We try to work with a videshi brain. 
If we are going to express the Besant Spirit we must express not only 
the soul of Dr. Besant, but the very soul of India.”

Greetings were given from Youth Lodges in India—Adyar, 
Benares, Bombay, Calcutta, Karachi, Indore; and from the Federations 
in Holland, Java and America.

In his annual report, Mr. Rohit Mehta, Federation Secretary, 
gave the total number of Young Theosophists in India as 367, with 
21 Lodges and eleven centres. He emphasized that there should be 
a Youth Lodge in every city in India, and suggested the opening of 
training classes to make young and efficient workers in the cause of 
Theosophy, who would spread the Besant Spirit throughout India.

Office-bearers of the All-India Federation of Young Theosophists 
for 1938-39 : President, Shrimati Rukmini Devi; Federation Secretary 
Mr. Rohit Mehta; Joint Federation Secretaries, Mr. M. Subramaniam, 
Miss Tehmina Wadia, Mr. Sukumar Mitra, Mr. K. P. Lakhaney ; 
Assistant Secretary, Mrs. Ramâ Mehta.

THE ROUND TABLE
The Secretary of the Round Table in India announces that 

today’s meeting in the Headquarters Hall, at 9-45 a.m., will be for 
members of the Round Table only.
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Symbolic IToga
DR. ARUNDALE ON THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

In his second lecture on “Symbolic Yoga” to the International 
Convention at Benares on December 27, the President said the symbols 
of which he was speaking were among the formulae of God the 
Scientist rather than those of man the scientist. This form of Yoga 
brought the student into touch with the great End while he was 
still, as it weré, fumbling with the means. On his pathway were 
already shining far-off ultimates which it would necessarily take him 
aeons to achieve. Consciousness was elastic and required scientific 
stretching, and this could be accomplished by the influence of symbols, 
“which are realities so expressed that we may look upon them without 
danger and with at least some small measure of understanding.”

The President took his audience in imagination back to cosmic 
origins, when the great call went forth to create, and there began 
“an evolutionary process of the grandeur of which not even the greatest 
among us has more than the faintest conception.” Each one of the 
symbols involved the creative spirit and led to creative activity. The 
father-mother aspect of being in its cosmic sense was sex pure and 
simple. There was only one great sexual force. “It manifests in 
every mode of Life’s consciousness. No one can begin to gaze upon 
the heights of Yoga who is not master of this mighty and therefore 
dangerous force. Otherwise he is heading straight for disaster.”

It might be well for those so destined to give birth to children, 
the President observed. But it was well for all to give birth to great 
feelings and emotions, great aspirations, great ideas, great plans. 
Man and woman together created most wondrously. “Alas 1” he 
exclaimed, “Marriage, that magnificent and sacred sacrament of creative 
activity is today but too often a fleeting convenience, and one of the 
greatest tragedies of modern life is that what should be a sacrament 
is turned into that most terrible circumstance—the caricature of a 
sacrament, when dedicated forms are deliberately refused the life 
which is the only title to their existence.

“How inconceivably horrible it is that any of the great sac­
raments connected with these outer regions can be desecrated as is 
the sacrament of marriage in its fulfilment. We hear of the black 
mass. There is also the black marriage. Every posture of Symbolic
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Yoga is an assertion of the sanctity of the sacrament, and of the right 
of every seed to grow into the beauty of its destined flower.”

The fact that the yogi-to-be in this system of Symbolic Yoga 
might stand erect as an alternative to the sitting posture, led 
Dr. Arundale into a dissertation on curvature. By his erectness the 
yogi was lifted out of all the sordidness of earth, he lifted his lower 
consciousness into the higher, and caused the higher consciousness 
to flood the lower, not by slow effort, as set forth in the ordinary 
books of yoga, but by the resolution of a quick and magic will. Yet 
Symbolic Yoga was the yoga of essential curvature.

“We owe to Einstein,” he said, “the bringing down within the 
grasp of Science a fact generally known to students of yoga alone. 
However strange this idea may seem, it is immensely appropriate to. 
yoga, for yoga is action and action is curvature.” The President 
quoted Eddington : “Action is the curvature of the world...wherever 
there is matter there is action and therefore curvature.” Curvature 
was in every symbol, and alive in every state of consciousness no less.

“As we contemplate the great symbols,” the President 
concluded, “at last we see them in everything. In the plant, in the 
rock, in the heights of the animal kingdom and on the great road 
that leads to divinity. The moment manhood is consumed in Godhead, 
there is an extraordinary sense of divine exhilaration in the forthgoing 
and your own upward progress is ceaseless,”

The Unknown Member

Dr. Arundale has reserved at Adyar a garden plot close to Head­
quarters which is to be dedicated to the unknown member, the many 
unknown members of the Theosophical Society throughout the world 
“upon whose faithful shoulders rests in large measure the sweet but 
heavy burden of the work.” There will be a marble slab, he told 
Convention on Monday, surrounded by Adyar’s most beautiful flowers, 
which will read : “To those unknown members of The Theosophical 
Society throughout the world whose silent loyalty and sacrifice 
ensures to it the Masters’ constant blessing.”

INDIAN SECTION COUNCIL
Delegates will please return their voting papers by 5 pm. today. 

Papers may be obtained from the office of the General Secretary from 
8 to 11 this morntng.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Kindly note that for the Questions and Answers meeting at 

2 p.m. today, Questions should be handed to Mr. Gokhale before 
11 a.m., in writing and in brief.
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India : Spiritual Mother Ó^Fhe-World 
>s/'

There is spiritual exhilaration in the common woTShip' every 
morning on the lawn in front of the imposing Benares headquarters 
building, not only because prayers of the great religions are offered here, 
but because also of the joy of meeting under the open sky in such a 
picturesque environment. Down the lawn is outlined in white, with 
tiles driven end-wise into the ground, a map of India at the top of 
which stands a marble altar in the same relative position as the marble 
altar which we associate with the home of the Lord Maitreya in the 
Himalayas. Yesterday we noticed that the President stood on one 
side and the Vice-President on the other side of this altar, symbol of 
the streams of love and wisdom which are ever flowing in upon us from 
His mountain home.

Every Adyarian, steeped in the beauty which is Adyar, 
is conscious of another beauty which is Benares. Benares for the 
national Theosophical atmosphere; Adyar for the international, the 
world outlook. In either place the thought is insistent that India 
íeally is the spiritual mother of the world, that from her wells up 
and flows abroad the universal brotherhood of humanity. Here 
every religion and every creed is tolerated, and new ideas and streams 
of thought are adjusted and assimilated into her spiritual elements, 
to their great enrichment. We have not yet heard the prayers from 
the Hebrew scriptures recited by a Hebrew. Perhaps there is no Jew 
among the delegates. Yet we think of the Jews in their dark hour 
of trial and pray for .their release from the bondage of tyranny and 
persecution. Happily the Congress Governments are giving positions 
to Jews in some of the provinces, and in this sacred City of Benares, 
in the great Hindu University, Dr. Neddie, a Jewish scientist from 
Poland, has been given charge of the research and manufacturing 
work of glass technology under the direct control of the U. P. 
Government. Let us will that the thoughts of this international 
Convention shall kindle in the world a brighter, clearer light of 
toleration and harmony. .

The Charm Of The East

Evening is the time for relaxation, after the day’s strenuous work. 
Monday evening’s entertainment by the students of the Theosophical 
National Girls’ School gave happy relaxation to a large audience 
in the Shamiana just alongside the headquarters building. 
A Westerner is deeply impressed by the exquisite grace and beauty of 
the Indian girl, herself the efflorescence of long ages of spiritual 
culture. The choruses, the drama, the group dances at this delightful 
concert were the very apotheosis of fluent and delicate expression:
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the solo dance by Miss P. Varma, the songs by Miss A. Dravid'and 
Miss N. Das, the sitar music by Miss Patwardhan, in addition to the 
group work— all these items released the strain of the day and sent us 
home in peace, with visions of Persian poets, Indian women heroes, 
the childhood of Lord Krishna, and other legends and episodes 
exhaling the subtle charm and fragrance of the East.

Greetings To Convention
Characteristic notes of every country were struck into a world 

symphony as delegates or liaison officers offered greetings at the 
opening ceremony on Monday. The central note, with variations, 
was love and loyalty to the President and cooperation in the work of 
The Society. The following gave direct messages :

America, Miss Henkel; England, Mrs Gardner; India, 
Mr. Gokhale; Australia, Miss Tracey; New Zealand, Miss Hunt; 
Netherlands, Mr. Munnik; France, Prof. Kanga (Liaison Officer); 
Finland, Mr. Elmore (Liaison Officer); Russia, Mr. van de Poll; 
Switzerland, Mr. van de Poll ; Belgium, Mr. Woldringh (Liaison 
Officer) ; Netherlands East Indies, Mrs. Elmore ; Burma, Dr. (Miss) 
Hormusjee ; Rumania, Mr. van de Poll; Yugoslavia, Mr. van de Poll; 
Ceylon, Mrs. Motwani.

Dr. Srinivasa Murti (Recording Secretary) brought greetings from 
these Sections : Sweden, Italy, Cuba, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, South 
Africa, Scotland, Norway, Denmark, Ireland, Mexico, Canada, 
Argentine, Chile, Brazil, Bulgaria, Iceland, Spain, Portugal, Wales, 
Poland, Uruguay, Puerto Rico, Greece, Central America, Philippine 
Islands, Colombia.

The East Asian Lodges were represented by Mrs. Peterson.
Dr. Srinivasa M urti gave greetings on behalf of the following 

Presidential Agents : Egypt, Paraguay, Peru ; also the Non-Sectional- 
ized Lodges.

The World Federation of Young Theosophists was represented 
by Shrimati Rukmini Devi (President).

Telegrams of greeting were received from the following:— 
SECTIONS: America, Australia, New Zealand, Cuba (signed by Colonel 

Bustillo, Mr. Warrington, Mr. Jinarajadasa).
GROUPS : Adyar Support Convention ; Bombay Shadow Convention ; 

Kerala Federation; Mrs, Dorothy Anderson for the 
Theosophical Order of Service, Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada ; Stamford House, London.

Lodges : Perth Lodge (W.A.), Claremont Lodge (W.A.), Blavatsky 
Lodge (Bombay), Krishna Lodge (Calgary), Volonte 
Lodge (France).

Members : Chandra Devi, Miss Marie Poutz, Dr. and Mrs. van der 
Stok, Miss Chambres, Miss Petrie, Mr. Peter de Abrew, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Coats, Mrs. N. Langdon Thomas, Miss 
Arnold and Miss Macdonald, Mr. and Mrs. Warrington,
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6-45 a.m.
8- 00 a.m.
9- 45 a.m.

10- 30 a m.
11- 00 a.m.
11-30 a.m.
2- 00 p.m.
3- 30 p.m.
4- 30 p.m.

6- 30 p.m.
7- 30 p.m.

Today’s Diary.
Bharat Samaj Puja (Hall).
Common Worship (Lawn). • . -
Publicity & T.P.H. Conference (Pandal).
Initiation of New Members (Flail).
Luncheon and rest.
Besant Educational Trust (Shanti Kunj).
Indian Section Convention closes (Pandal).
Tea.
THE LEADBEATER ADDRESS—“INTEGRATION: 

THE WORLD’S NEED” by Mrs. Adelaide Gardner 
(Pandal).

Dinner.
Entertainment by Youth Lodge, including a Play: “Reap 

As You Sow” (Pandal).

COMING EVENTS
(PANDAL)

Tomorrow (30th): 8-30 a.m. CLOSING OF CONVENTION by 
the President.

Saturday (31st) : YOUTH DAY :
9-45 a.m. Meeting of World Federation of Young 

Theosophists.
2-00 p.m. YOUTH SYMPOSIUM : “Theosophy 

Applied to Problems of Nationalism, 
Religion, Science, Economics, Edu­
cation.” Shrimati Rukmini Devi in 
the chair.

4-30 p.m. Public Address by the President: 
“What the President Expects of 
Young Theosophists.”
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CONVENTION MARKS A NEW ERA
A PRACTICAL BEGINNING

The President, Dr, Arundale, was happy to open the Indian 
Section Convention at 2 p.m. on December 27, particularly because, 
he said, the Convention marked a new era of devoted service to the 
cause of Brotherhood. He exhorted the members of the Section to be 
up and doing, to throw off lethargy and be active,

“Members write and tell me that Lodges in the Punjab and the 
-United Provinces are languishing because our leaders have not visited 
them lately. If the Lodges need vivifying, why don’t the people who 
complain go out and vivify them?” The President urged: “You 
should realize that the work depends on you. You should show by 
your work that you have laid great foundations upon which any one 
who comes to help can build perhaps some fine and stable 
superstructure.”

The President particularly wanted all members to consecrate the 
year 1939 to the service of Mother India. He pointed out how their 
money, their energy, their time and all they had belonged to The 
Society ; they were mere custodians and as such responsible for their 
right and proper use. “Cannot some of you retire and devote yourselves 
to national service ?” he appealed strongly and feelingly.

The President recalled the old days under Dr. Besant, when 
many voluntary workers, dedicating their lives for such service, 
were readily available. He was eager to see if “a little band of fiery 
soldiers,” utterly dedicated to The Society’s cause, could not be raised 
even now, at this most critical juncture in the life of India and of 
the world.

“India stands today on the threshold of a conscious awakening,” 
he said. But there was imminent the great risk of her going astray. 
Therefore, to bring out the real soul of India, to make India really 
Indian, it was essential to spread abroad the Besant Spirit—which was 
the same thing as the Theosophical spirit or the true Indian spirit—in 
all departments of her life and activity, so that shè might be in the 
position to fulfil her great role of giving the right spiritual lead to 
the world.

For this a large number of devoted workers were a necessity of 
first-rate importance. The President said he wanted every member
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to cooperate with him in his great work during 1939, as every member 
could certainly do something, with the right spirit within him. He 
particularly appealed to all members,

(1) ' To make the Lodge premises beautiful, spotlessly clean 
and harmonious—a place worthy for a Master to enter in.

(2) To strengthen the Indian Section Headquarters in every 
possible way. There was already much improvement noticeable 
under the present General Secretary, Mr. Gokhale. But there was 
much room for further developments. And above everything he. 
appealed to the members to help in the reestablishment of an; 
educational institution here full of the Besant Spirit.

(3) To draw youth to our Movement. That was essential tó 
the future wellbeing of The Society, and he appealed to all older 
members to make it a point to interest the youths in our great work. .- :

Educational Work

After much discussion Convention adopted the following 
resolution: л

“This Indian Section Convention approves of the proposal 
contained in the General Secretary’s Report, to resume Dr. Besant’s 
educational work at Benares Headquarters in principle, and 
authorises the Indian Section Council to decide details and take all 
necessary steps in the matter.” ' “ * s

■ 11 ■■ £>

More Greetings А о
The eyes of the Theosophical world are on Benares.
In addition to the greetings to Convention read on the opening 

day, the following have since been received : .
SECTIONS: Mexico, Portugal, Wales, France.
GROUPS: Bengal Theosophists in convention, Calcutta; Southern 

California Federation, U. S. A.; Intérnational Order of the 
Round table, per Mrs. Trudi Kern.

Lodges: Krishna Lodge, Zanzibar; Narayan Lodge, Dar-és-Salaam’; 
Soerabaia Lodge, Java; Olcott Lodge, Edinburgh. Lodges 
in India: Sri Anandeswara /\sram, Kallapalli; Sri 
Goureshwara, Chodaram ; Cuttack Lodge; Salem Lodge, 
Ahmedabad Lodge ; Alibag Lodge. ; 3

MEMBERS: Dr. and Mrs. Cousins, Trivandrum; Miss Sarah Magee, 
Colwyn Bay, Wales.

LODGE HANDBOOK
A number of Lodge Handbooks are still available, and will be 

given away at eight annas each. Please apply at the Section Office.

CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar



Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri

25 the indiAn theosophist [Jan.
I

The Summit of Nirvana
ITS ATTAINMENT THROUGH YOGA

“Yoga and Nirvana” was the subject of the third Convention 
address which the Vice-President (Mr. Hirendra Nath Datta) delivered 
at Benares on December 28.

Mr. Datta said that Yoga, about which the President had been 
discoursing so illuminatingly for the previous two days, led by an easy 
gradient to the summit of Nirvana. Yoga was really samadhi or 
super-trance induced by intense concentration. To illustrate how deep 
this concentration might be, he related an incident in the life of 
Lord Buddha, whom he described as a true master of Yoga. This 
concentration, he said, was a long and slow process and had to be built 
up laboriously. It involved prolonged self-discipline and tireless 
effort, maintained with unflinching determination and the refinement 
and purification of the vehicles. One had to become passion-proof 
and truly unselfish and lead the inner life so as to enter the straight 
and narrow gate, because until the power of the passions was dead 
altogether, the summit of Nirvana could not be reached.

Nirvana, he proceeded, occupied such a conspicuous place in the 
Theosophical scheme that it was worthwhile to clarify our ideas 
about it. In order to understand what Nirvana truly was, one had to 
discard what George Grimm had rightly stigmatized as “the nonsense 
of absolute nihilism,” and turn to the original teaching as handed down 
in the Pali Tripitaka, where the Buddha is reported as having said 
that Nirvana was a vanishing of desire, of hatred, and delusion. It 
was a condition which was free from disease, decay and death, as also 
from sorrow, suffering, grief and despair. In a word, it was the 
death-less, the sorrow-less, the stain-less.

That to be sure was only the negative aspect of Nirvana, but it 
had likewise a positive aspect. In its positive aspect it was inward 
peace that could never be ruffled. So we found Sariputta saying 
“Bliss is Nirvana, bliss is Nirvana”—what the Rishis of the Upanishads 
characterized as the “acme of bliss.” It was said that when one 
attained Nirvana, he was not anywhere whatsoever, to anyone whatso­
ever, in anything whatsoever—that is to say, he was indefinable, 
inscrutable and immeasurable, like the great Ocean. Therefore we 
must not presume to measure the Immeasurable nor sink the plumb 
of thought into the Fathomless, to use a simile from the Light of Asia.

CC-O. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































